
Peptonised Education

"Written by PIERROT in Loudon.

One of the most remarkable changes

in England is the change in the methods

of education. School, once at its worst a

evnonym for all that was dullest and

most repellent in forced instruction, has

become to agrown-up mind a medium for

delightful causeries and fascinating lec-

tures. To a grown-up mind, one writes

advisedly; for one fails to detect signs
that the young idea is any more fas-
cinated by French taught by coloured

pictures and conversation, or geography
instilled by means of diagrams of the

school playground, than by the old drill-

ing at French verbs, and lists of the

rivers of India. The fact is that these
things, like new toys, quickly lose their

first charm, and are finally placed on the

same terms of blase satiation as their

predecessors.
The fact is that children tend to hate

anvthing that in a wide sense is useful.

I have satisfied myself of that over and

over again. To expect to turn work

into play is as wise as to expect to turn

pain into pleasure. A boy likes it all the

less because he believes that you are

playing him false for your own ends.

That’s where I think the modern school-

master is making a mistake—and that's

where, I believe, the wily schoolmaster

is finding scope for some very remunera-

tive quackery. I know a little girl who

attends a school priding itself on the

child’s play of its decimals who cannot

add six to nine without counting on her

fingers; while her knowledge of the prin-
ciples of any one subject is almost, in-

finitesimal. •
Without condemning much that is ad-

mirable in the new education, it must

be admitted that there were some ad-

mirable points in the old. And the

thoroughness of its ground-work was its

best achievement. The new schoolmas-

ter aims too much at ornament and

superficial knowledge of a multiplicity of.

subjects, rather than at the fundamental

training of the mind, whieh began to be

neglected at least a decade ago.

Of course, there are other reasons than

increased attractiveness for the reason-

able simplification of a subject; and the

greatest is economy of time. No sane

man would return to the old method of

teaching foreign languages —by which

one left school knowing them, despite
long vears of teaching, no better than

after a few months of practice on the

direct or natural method. It is only

reasonable to suppose that one best

learns a foreign language as' one learns

one’s own, by listening and by trying to

talk. But no economy of time ought to

entail a real sacrifice of training in the

foundations of a subject. And that seems

to be the evil in modern English educa-

tion as well as in that by the colonies.

It seems to ine that the difficulties ot

a schoolboy- 'at school should be rela-

tively on a par with the intellectual

problems that will confront him in later

life. But, as things seem to be drifting,
I believe that the result will be a

generation of people utterly averse to

serious reading and even serious think-

ing. It seems almost as if the next

generation would spend its time in ex-

plaining wha,t should be the obvious io

an enlightened mind.

At present there is little attempt to

follow the French example of teaching
ethics in the State schools, although a

beginning is being made in this direc-

tion. It seems to be difficult to drive it

into people’s heads that the mission of

education is twofold—a fitting for prac-
tical . function, and an adaptation to

•social requirements. It has barely
been perceived by the mass of the people
that school should involve as much the

training of a good citizen as the provi-
sion of an efficient worker. Indeed, even

more so; for what the State undertakes

should always be with a view to the

State’s direct advantage. And when one

knows the hideously sordid surroundings
of a vast proportion of the cliildren of
England, the need for idealism in educa-
tion becomes painfully apparent. If it

is not taught at school, it will remain
untaught anvwhere else.

It is inevitable, without question, that
there must be constant changes in edu-

cation, for nothing can remain unchanged
in a changing world—in a world in which
the spirit of change is gaining strength
and accelerating at a rate based on geo-

metrical progression. The child to-day-
looks out on an earth, that from the

intellectual point of view is utterly dif-

ferent from the earth of a hun-

dred years ago. No more is he fet-

tered and clamped to a corner of a town

or a village. He lives amid kaleido-

scopic change, amid wonders, and his

mind embraces the globe, where once it

struggled to realise a county. Steam,
electricity and petrol, once the wonder of

cities, arenow the commonplace of the

village; a trip to London means less than

a journey to a remote market-town

meant to ourgrandfathers; and there is

hardly a child of ten in the depths of

Cornwall but has seen hundreds of motor-

cars dashing along the peaceful lanes.

And when the education of life has so

changed, it must follow’ that the educa-

tion of the school will change too.

One is not surprised amid this vast

material transformation to find that the
functions of the school tend increasingly
to be of a narrowly practical and special-
ist charaater. The “ modern side ”

of a

school provides a commercial training
narrow enough to satisfy the most fasti-
dious of merchants. Perhaps it is not

recognised sufficiently that schools, be-

sides keeping pace with what is best in

civilised progress, have also to resist what
is worst. One of the most evil symptoms
of material advancement is the growing
superficiality and contempt for that

which is not immediately apparent. It
should be, but is not, the business of

schools to correct this by a study of prin-
ciple and underlying theory. The teach-

ing of modern life makes for the idealisa-

tion of the present; the teaching of the

school is the best means of emphasizing
the need for a regard for the future.

But at every turn in the road of ideal

progress we are met by one unideal ob-

stacle, that of Competition, whieh seems

to be ever blocking our way, and sending
us on sidetracks whieh lead us to endless

material and intellectual waste. So it is

in education. To enable us to pursue the

highest ideals we should need nothing
short of a sort of commercial disarma-

ment of the nations. For competition
requires not the absolute ideal in edu-

cation or in anything else, but the breed-

ing of monstrous types having the fitness

to survive in a commercial world. That

is where the shoe pinches, and that is

where we have to make what is perhaps
a fatal concession. For if commercial

competition bids us breed anarchical mon-

sters under penalty of destruction, breed

them we must at the sacrifice of all

ideals-

Bicycles at £4 4/=.

Mr. Alfred Du Gros, who presided over

the Swift Cycle Company's meeting at

Coventry last month, said that the large
majority of the British public no longer
had sufficient money to indulge in cycles.

Price-cutting had been very prevalent,
and makers were brought- face to face

with the necessity of having to sell bicy-
cles at prices which were the lowest ever

reached in the history of cyclemaking.
Machines were now being offered, as

low as four guineas apiece.
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WE do not claim to be the only dentists, and to do better work

than our fellow practitioners, but we know our work is good.
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And then rest assured that your teeth are receiving the Best

Care at a Fair and Reasonable Charge.

There ISN’T Any EXPERIMENT BUREAU CONDUCTED Here.

Every Branch of our Business is conducted by Expert
Dentists.

WE ARE SKILLED IN OUR PROFESSION, USE THE BEST

MATERIALS, AND CHARGE THE LOWEST FEES.

J. H. KINNEAR,
DENTIST, QUEEN AND DARBY STREETS.
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The Favourite for Quarter of a Century.

EDISON PHONOGRAPHS
Gramophone Co.’s New Disc Machines. Records and all
Accessories. “THERE'S MONEY IN THIS LINE."

Dealers wanted. Liberal Trade Discounts. Cataloguesand particulars post free,
WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS:

“ THE TALKERIES,” Auckland and Welllng-ton.

APPROVED BY THE MEDICAL COUNCIL.

en* ‘AUenburgs Foods.
The “ Allenburys” Milk Foods are the nearest approach to maternal milk that science has yet achieved.

They provide, when used as directed, a complete diet for infants; promote vigorous health and growth;
make firm flesh and strong bones; and are so graduated as to give the maximum quantity of nourishment
the child is capable of digesting, according to age. Diarrhoea, digestive and stomach troubles are avoided

when these foods are given, as by the method of manufacture, they are absolutely devoid of noxious germs,
and therefore safer than, and superior to, cow’s milk, especially in hot weather.

The Milk Foods are made instantly by the simple addition of hot water only, and are alike suitable for
the delicate infant and the child in robust health.

PAMPHLET ON INFANT FEEDING SENT FREE.

ALLEN & HANBURYS Ltd., LONDON, and Bridge Street, SYDNEY.
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