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Education

Written by PIERROT im Lomdon,

Ope i the most remarkable changes
in England is the change in the methods
of education. School, once &t ita worst a
syponym for all ihat was dulleat and
most repellent in forced instraction, has
become to & grown-up mind 2 medium for
delightful causeries and fascinating lec-
tures. To & grown-up iind, one Wriled
advisedly; for one faila to detect signs
that the young idea i3 any more fas~
cinated by French taught by coloured
pictures and conyersation, or geography
instilled by means of diagraws of the
schoot playground, than by the old drill-
ing at French verbs, and lists of the
yivers of Indin, The fact is thai these
things, like mew toys, quickly lose their
first charm, and are finally placed on ths
same ferms of Dblase satwation as their
predecessors.

The fact is that children tend to hate
anything that in 2 wide sense is useful.
I have satisfied myaself of that over and
over aguin. ‘To expect to turn work
into play is as wise as to expect 1o turn
pain inte pleasure. A boy likea it all the
less because he believes that you are
plaring him false for your own ends.
That's where T think the modern sehool
master is making & mistake—and that's
where, I believe, the wily schoolmaster
i3 finding scope for some ¥ery remuneras
tive quackery. I know 4 litile giel who
attcnds a school priding ilselt on the
child'as play of its decimals who vannob
add six to nine without ccunting on h_Pr
fingers; while her koowledge of the prin-
ciples of any one subjeet is almost, 12~
finitesimal . .

Without coademning much tiat is ad-
nmiirable in the new education, it must
Le admirted that there weze some ad-
mirable poinis im the old. Awml the
thoroughness of its gronud-work was ita
best achievement. ‘Lhie new schoolmas-
ter ajm3 too @much at ol‘nam‘éx}t_ and
superficial knowledge of & muhiplivity of
subjects, rather thau at the fundamental
training of the miad, which began to e
neglected at least a decade ago.

Of course, there are other reasons than
jncreased attractiveness -for the reason-
able simplification of a suhject; anl the
graatest is ecomomy of time. No sane
man vould return o the old mpthod'of
teaching foreignm languages—by whiclt
ane left school knowing them, despite
lsug years of teaching, mo hetter than
after a few months of practice om the
direct or natural methol.  Iv iz only
rensonalle to suppase that one hest
learns @ [oreign language a4 one learns
one’s 0wn, by listening amt by trying to
tatk. But no economy of time ought to
entail a real saeritice of training im the
foundations of a subject. And that seems
10 be the &vil'in modern Euglish edunca-
tion as well as in that By the colonies

It seems ko me that the difficulties of
a schoolboy at school should be rola-
lively on & par with the - intellectual
probiems tlat will confront kim in later

life. But, a3 things seem to be drifting,
I belteve that the result will be a
genefation of people uiterly averse to
werious reading and even serious think-
ing. It seems almost as if the next
sceneration woald spend itz lime in ex-
plaining what shoull be the obvious to
an enlightened mind. -

At preacnt there s little altempt to
ilow the French example of Lleaching
cthics in the State sclools, althuugh a
beginning is being made in this diree-
tion, 1t seems to be difficult to drive it
into people’s heads that the mission of
cducation iz twofuld—a fitting for prac-
tical . fumctinn, and an edaptation to
social  requirements, It has  barely
heen perceived by the mass of the people
that sehool ghould involve as much thn
training of a good eitizen as the provij-
ston of an eflivient worker, Indeed, even
more 5o; fur what the State undertukes
thould always be wilh a view to the
State’s direct advantage. And when ona
knows 4le hideously sordid surroundings
"‘f * vast proportinn 6f the children of
England, the need For idealism in educa-
tion becomes pambuily apparent. If it
13 not taught at school, it will remain
untaught anvwhere elae,

It is inevitable, without cpuestinm, that
thers must be ecnstant changes in edu-
ration, for nothing can remain unchanged
ina chunging world—in a world in which
the spirit of change is gaining strenzih
8od aceelerating at & rate based on gra-

. looks out on an earth,

metrical progression. The child to-day
that from the
intellectual poiat of view is utterly dif-
ferent from the earth of a  hun-
dred years ago., No more is he fet-
tered and clamped to a corner of a town
or a village. He lives amid kaleido-
seopic change, amild wonders, and his
mind embraces the glole, where onge it
struggled to realise a county.  Bteam,
electricity and petrol, once the wonder of
¢ities,are now the commenpiace of the
village; & trip to London means less than
a jourmey to & remote market-town
meant to our grandfathers; and there is
hardly a child of ten in the depths of
Cornwall but has seen hundreds of motor-
cars dashing along the peaceful lames.
And when the education of lifz has so
changed, it must follow that the educa-
tion of the school will change too.

One is not surprised amid this wvast
material transformation to find that the
functiona of the scitool tend increasingly
to be of a narrowly practieal ard special-
ist charaater- The * modern side” of a
school prevides a ¢ommercial training
narrow cnough to satisfy the most fasti-
dious ¢f merchants. I'erhaps it is not
recognised sufficiently that scheols, be-
sides keeping pace with wlhat is best in
clvilised progress, have also to resist what
iz worst. Une of the most evil symptoms
of material advancement is the growing
superficiality and contempt “for thag
which i3 mot Immudiately apparent. 1%
should be, but is mot, the business of
schools to corract thiz by a study of prin-
ciple and underlying theory. The teach-
ing of modern life makes for the idealisa-
tinn of the present; the teaching of the
school is the best means of emphasizing
the need for a regard for the future.

Buf at every turn in the road of ideat
rrogress we are mel by one unideal ob-
stacle, that of Cempetition, which seema
to be ever blocking our way, and sending
vs on sidefracks which lead us to endless
material and intellectual waste. Bo it is
in education. To enable us to pursue the
highest ideals we shoulnd need mothing
short of a sort of cormercial disarma-
ment of Llhe wnations. For ecompetition
requires not the absolute ideal in edn-
cation or in anything else, but the hreed-
ing of monstrous €ypes having tho fitmesa
to survive in a commercial world. That
ja where the shoe pinches, and that is
where we have to muke whnat is perhaps
a fatal coucession. For if commercial
vempefition bids us breed anarchical mon-
sters under penalty of destruction, breed
them we must at the sacritica of all
ideals. -

Bicycles at £4 4/~

Mr. Alfred Du Cros. who presided over
the Swift Cyrele Company’s meeting at
Covenlry last month, said thab the laree
majority of the British poblic no lenger
Dbad sufficient money to indulze in crcles,

Price-culting had been very prevalent,
and makers were brought fute to face
with the neceszity of having to sell bivy-
cles at prices which were tue Jowrst ever
reached in the history of cyelemaking,

Machines were now being oflered as
low as four guineas apicee,

45

2

— \

/
YOU CAN GO, AND YOU %,
WILL NOT FIND BETTER
DENTISTRY THAN WE DO,

WE do not claim to be the only dentists, and to do better work
than our fellow practitioners, but we know our work is good.
Wa are pleasing thousands of peop!erevery year with
PAINLESS EXTRACTIONS.

GOOD TROUBLE.

FITTING SoMe
ARTIFICIAL TEETH
TEETH MAY BE
GUARAN- FIXED
TEED. ary us
FILLING THAT
AND You -
CROWN - H FORGET.
e : Dentist. \ o
BRIDGE \ HaAvVE
WORK, S THEM.
And then rest assured that your teeth are receiving the Best
Care at a Fair and Reasonable Charge.
Thera ISN'T Any EXPERIMENT BUREAU CONDUCTED Here.
Every Branch of our Business is conducted by Expert
. Dentists.
WE ARE SKILLED IN OUR PROFESSION, USE THE BEST
MATERIALS, AND CHARGE THE LOWEST FEES,
/
Jo Ho I(INNEAR,
DENTIST, QUEEN AND DARBY STREETS. J
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| MELLOR'S
| @=. SAUCE. |

The Favourite for Quarter of a Century.

Genuine
Worcester
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EDISON PHONOGRAPHS
Gramophone Co.'s New Disc Machines, Recordy and all
Accessorles. “THEARE'S MONBY IN THIS LINE."
Deslera wanted, Liberal ‘Frade Discount.  Cslalognes and pacticulars poat fres,
WIH ESALRE BISTRIBUTORS ;
“THE TALKERIEFS,” Auckland and Welllngton,
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APPROVED BY THE MEDICAL COUNCIL.
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7re Allenburys

The ' Allenburys’ Milk Focds are the nearest appreach to maternal milk that seience has yet nehieved,
They provide, when used as directed, 2 complete diet for infants; promote vigorous health and growth;
makea firm flesh and strong bones; and are so graduated &s to give the maximum quantity of nourishment
the child is capable of digesting, according to age. ' [
when these foods are given, as by tha method of manufacture, they are nbsolutely devoid of noxious germs,
and therefore safer than, and superior to, cow’s milk, especially in hot weuthar.

The Milk Foods are made instantly by the simple addition of hot water only, and are alike suitable for
the dolicate Infant and the child in robust health,

PAMPHLET ON INFANT FEEDING SENT FREE.

ALLEN & HANBURYS Ltd, LONDON, and Bridge Street, SYDNEY. y

Diarrhaea, digestive and stomach troubles are nvoided




