The

7 Mr Rose, the chlel officer, handed in »
RPeport to tne effect that the vessel sud-
denly listed to about 45 degrees, and be-
€ame unnavigable, fhe was allowed to
drift inshore to withia & mile of the land,
when the starboard anchor was lst go
jn 13 fathoms of water,

Eveatually the No. § lhatch started,
and was washed adrift., The vessel set-
tled down on her broadside, and sank
atern first. He lad po idea what caused
the ship to list over and eventualiy
founder,

Examined by the President, witness
maid that the ship was on the bottomn the
day before leaving port, and had a list of
three or four degrees to starboard on
Yeaving, When the pilot left the ship,
the captain asked witness to look after
the navigation, as he was not well.

Preased on the point, witness said he
thought the captain had been drinking
heavily.

There was no indication that the ves-
gel struck anything. e, with the second
officer and a Lascar, tried to clear the boat
in which the captain lad been placed,
but she fouled the rigging, and they had
to abandon the nttempt. The vessel had
not collapsilile hoats or service rafts, The
best behaviour obtained among the offi-
cers and crew,

The President:
tain doing

Witness; “We found him lying on the
floor of lis c¢abin in a dazed coudition.
Evidently the sudden list had jerked him
out of his bunk. He wae sensible, bub
seemed frightfully weak. I helped him
on deck, and put him inside the boaf
abreast his cabin, He was too weak to
take command, but snid he believed the
vessel would have ridden through bt

“What was the eap-

" for the hatch coming off-and letting the

water below.”

ANl the boats were free when the
steamer sank, and witness could only ae-
count for the aceident by the vessel be-
ing top-heavy im the sen-way, through
carrying 70 tons of cosl on her turret
deck, . :

. The inquiry wns then adjourned, a
diver having been dispatched to examine
the hull of the sunken steamer.

-

Sensible,

The Syduey Wharf Labourers' Unjon
has decided to secede from the Labour
Council owing to the power the latfer
have takeu with regard to declaring a
geneval strike, * :

Discredited.

The Colonial Sugar Company is in-
clined to look with suspicien on the
alarmist reports cabled from Auckland
with respect to a poseible Ingdian rising
in Fiji. The company is in daily cable
commiunication with Fiji, and so far have
heard nothing of any trouble.

The Hydncy Agent of the ¥iji Govern-
ment nlso states thatl he has no official
ifnformatien on the aubject.

The Broken HIil! Dispute,

Tha Federal Arbitration Court las
conunenced an inquiry at Broken Hill
iznto the dispute between the Proprietavy
mine officiala and their employees. :

Hyw the Chinese View It.

Kwang Yung Liang, Clinese Consul
for New eZaland, arrived at Fremantle
last weak by the R.ALE. China, accom-
punii-d by Bis wife and daughter,

Interviewed on the subject of the Aus.

tratian: restriction of Asiatics, he said
the ‘Chinese did not like it, but he desired
1o make an investigatlion before express-
ing an ophiion. -
- China was developing rapidly. nnd pag-
ing“mm‘c‘atl,pution Lo foreign aflairs, as
evidenced by the instilution of the Aus
tralagian Censular service,

Some feating Chinese residents waited
on Mr.! Lizng and informed himm that the
‘Austrolian luws were not 8o vigorously
enforced  against Jupancse as against
Chinese, -

vio it A Reckless Manster,

The marine inquiry: respecting the ship
Iverna nnd the tug Advance collision, re-
Bted in the Court finding that the mas-
ter of the tug brought ahout the disaster
by bringing his vessel round from a posi-
tion on the starboard Low of the lverna
to & reverard position on her port bow,

The Court atated that everything that
was reasonable and proper was done by
the maater: of the Iverna to save the
orew.of o tug.... . . L.

Tha fudge commenf{cd on the. reckicsa-

< mons of the master of Ehe lug in coming

mlongside tha ehip.
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. O the might of December 25 the tug
Advance went out from Newcastla to
take the ship Iverna in tow, when she
was strack by that veasel and sank. Lie
Iverna was cdoing 114 knota at the time,
with a southerly gale behind her. Tlha
eight members of the crew of the Ad-
vince were drowned.

A Threat.

The Trensurer of the New South Wales
State (iovernment, in n epeech at Graf-
ton, compluined that New Zealand and
other States were exploiting the London
money market by selling their stecks up
to 4 per cent. The N.S.WW. Government
had not increased the rate interest paid
on stock issued by the Treasury, vealising
the vital importance of truders and
othera keeping the interest rates kouv.

Ii the neighbouring Governments con-
tinued to exploit the ket by out.
bidding in rates of interest, N.BAV,
wight be forced, ia sckf-defence, to raise
the rates,

Imperial Defence,

Lovrd Dudley, the Governor-General,
speaking at a yaehting luncheon, referred
to the value of sailing as a pastine aud
to keeping alive the tove of the sen,

He lioped to eee a larger mamber of
Australians wearing the British paval
uniform,

It was hia wish that they sbould be
part of the general defence foreca of the
Empire. He would like to see aubsolute
equality in all services of the Crown be-
iween all Britizh citizens wherever they
were born, and believed they wonld never
get the idea of Empire until that was
accomplished,

THE OLD COUNTRY.

Axn ancuymous lady has presented the
Roys,l Institution of Great Britain with
an unconditional gift of £10,009.

Lord Northeote, G.C.MJ., G.CILE,
C.B,, Governor-General of Australia, has
been appointed a Privy Councillor,

The death is announced of Lord Robert-
son, wha had been a Lord of Appeal since
1898, in his G4th year,

In ah iotermational  Rugby malch
Wales beat deotland by a goal (5 pointls)
to a pemalty goal (3 points).

Raleigh's co-opprative farming scheme
carried oul in Kssex“yiclded the labourers
a teturn of 4 per ceat. on their invest
ments,

Mr, T. A, Ceghlun, ILJ.0O, Agent-
Cieperal for New South Wales in London,
has had bis term of ofiice extended for
snother twelve months.

Twe hundred and fitty menbiers of the
Vietorian Ironwarkers and Buoilerwakers
Assistanty’ Society have struck against
the old rates of pay.

The late dMr James Dunean, of Alyth,
Seotland, bequeathed the swm »of £60,000
for the purpose of founding a College of
Industrial Art at Dundee.

The authorities of Givton College, Cam-
bridge, are appealing for L£50,000 in order
to poy off the debt ou the baillings and
endow scholarships.

British  imparts during  January  de-
creased by £2,852,000, and the exports by
£3,605.000, The valne of thy exports,
however, inereased hy L8R.000 compared
with the previeus January,

Major-General ). 7 Hood, CALG, In-
spector-General of the Military FForees of
the Commonwealth, was granted a pri-
yate auwdience with King Edward, for
the purpose of discussing rmtiers relut-
ing to Austrulinn military defence.

At the instance of Mr. T. A. Coghlan
{Agent-Cleoeral for New South Wales),
ihe Juiernational Cold Stovage Associa-
tion has agreed te Austratin, New Zea-
land, Canada, aund Scuth Afriea each
Laving one representative on the I'er-
manent Commiitee,

Blown to Fieces.

While a Trinity Honse wrecking party
wis blowing up a submergal bavge pear
Yarmauth  Iaat week. " their  bost  was
Linwn to picces, and six of them killed.

1t is believed that the barge was luden
with an unknown explosive,

The coneussion wus foll for
wiles aromuld.

several

Under the Flag.

The Londest Chamber of Comwerce Tina
drafted resoiutions fur the forthcoming
congress, mdvocnting  the extension of
trade veciprocity bebween Great Uritain
and,  the ¢glonies, and coyperndion jn
keoping British emipranta under the fag,
They alae puggest Lhut the heads of ihe

Poatal Deprrtnenta in the Empire shonld
confer with a view to devising & schewe
fur cleeaper cublegrama.

Detence of Great Britalm.

On behalf of the Nationnl Service
Teague, Lord Roberia, the Duke of _\.\'el-
lington, the Eard of Meatl, Tord Miluer,
Lord Curzon, and Lord Luglun have pro.
posed that ali youths between 18 and 2t
yenrs of age, spend from four to iy
months® training in ¢amp, followed by &
musketry course and a fortnight’s camp
fur three years.
lnate that the territorisl force
creased within fonr years to
40,000, with 150,000 reevuits, nnd even-
tunlly & reserve of GO0,000 at a coat of
£4,000,100,

Referring Lo the present territerial
forve, they state thatl it dovs not provide
sufticicnt wmen even for pence, that the
truining i3 hopelessly  inadequate, and
the burden wnfair in its ineidence,

Haldane's * Terriers,”

Y.ord Esler has estimated the defici-
eney in the territorinl forees at 108000
wen.

The War Office lns reraoved the King's
Colenials from the jurisdiction of the
London Territorial Associntion, and it
becomes a spevial Lmperial unit, managed
by a colenial committee,

I consequence of the attitnde of the
newspapers towards the question of de-
fence and the scnsation crenied by Major
du DManrvier’s play, “An Englishman's
Home,” Lord Esher, through the “Duoily
Mail,” is appealing for 11000 ‘Terri-
torials in order to complete the Iondon
estublistiment,

An anonymous donar has forwarded
£10.000 to the funds of the Loudou Terri-
torials' Assaciation,

The Mayors of the Tendon boroughs
have been calling meetings with the re-
sult that over 200 large firms have de.
ciled to graut the terrilorials in their
employ three weeks' holidny in ovder te
cnconrage enlisting.

Command of the Home Fleet,

Vice-Admiral Sir W, H. May is to
suececd Vice-Admiral Siv Francis Clarles
Bridgentan as Commnander-in-Chief of the
Home fleet,

Viee-Admiral Siv William’ Henry May,
who entered the navy in 1563, served in
the Arctie expedition of 1875-6, waas
nuval attache for Furepe from 1801 to
1893, in command of the Kaval Contigent
in London on the oceasion of the Jubilee
procession in IB97, and was in attendance
on the German Emperer during iz visit
to England in 1898, Aftevwards he was
Trireelor of Naval Qrinauce and Torpe-
does, and Conmmander-in-Chief of the At.
lantic fleet from 1905 to 1906, Viee-Ad-
miral Bridgeman, who ia 61 years of age,
hia beep in command ef the Home fleet
since 107,

Divided.

“The “Daily Chronicle” adewits that
shirp differences of opinion in the Cabi-
net have developed at recenl meelings
with respect Lo the Naval Estimates.

The Admiralty propose an immediaty
addition of  £2500,000, increasing  to
£3.000000 el £6,000,000 i sueceeding
aears,

Mr. Lloyd-George (Chancellor of iho
Exchequer), Lovd Morley {(Secretary for
Indin), aud  Mr, Winsten  Clurehill
{President. of the Roavd of Tride}y ure
opposing the scheme, while Mr. K. Me-
Kennn (Fiest bord of ithe Admiraliy)
st Ar, T MueNumara  { Parliamoen-
tary hud Finanrial Seetetary to the Ad-
wirnly) . thowgh previously rigid econo-
mislk, are slrongly supporti

There ure rumours of pos
ttons,

The “DIaily Fxpress” sintos that the
Tords of the Admiralty informed the
abinet that unless their progenmme wos
aceeHed Abey would resign in a hody.

Viseount Bovley  (Reeretwry of Stete
for Iudizl and Mr. Johs Burns {Presi-
dent. of the Tocnl Covernment HBonvid)

le resignn.

withdeew their  oppositivn,  but Mv.
Lleyd-tivorge  (Chancellr of the Pix-
chemprer)  and  Mr. Winston  Chudehidl

[Iresident of the Board of Trade) con-
tinue to oppose the proposals,

Judicial Changes,

The Right Ton. John Gorell Barnes,
T, has heen vaised to the batonnge
wpon’ s resipnation ns President of the
Pyobate wnd Divoree Conrt, nwing to i)
Tealtl, 116 will be succecded 1y ir John

7

€. Bigham, JSudge of the MHa
Ceurt,

ruptey

Hir John Gorel! % keld the posi-
tion of Judge of- the rubate, Ihvorca
and Adwmivalty Iivision of the [ligh
Courl Trom J892 ta 1905 He was thon
Appeinted Urevidlent.

=ir John Clawles Bigham conteated the
Exchange Pivision of Liverpool in 1542,
and was elected in 180G, He held the
apat until he reccived a judgeship in
13687, He wos a member of the South
African Comimnitiee of the House uf Com.
nens fram I306-87, enjoved a Lirge poae-
tice at the Commmon Law Bar aml was
teader of the Norvthevn Cireuit. In e
le was a member of the Roval Co
mion on Martinl Law in Sowth Aivien,
mnd sinee 1904 he has been jodge of the
Bankruptey Court,

A Big Estimate.

Mr, Charles E. H. Mobhouse, Parlia-
mentary  Under-Seeretary  for Jolia,
states that nine millinns must be ivund
in order Lo curry ont the English oiil age
l)(‘.nnlul]i S(‘]I\‘I)If'.

The Government’s scheme of providing
old Age pensions waz nnfolded hy Mr.
Asguith in Jda 1905 Ruadget, and waa
later embodied in a bill. The age limit
was fixed ai 70, and the amount of pen-
pion at £i3 per anmum, though the
principte of n sliding scale was kubue-
quently nevepted by the Govermuent amild
inserted in the measure.  Mr. Asguith
estimnted that S000GH  prrsens would
satisfy the conditions and e entitled to
pensions, and the cost at first was esti-
mated at 6,000,000, The bill veeeived
the koyal mssent on Auwgnst 1, and the
penaions enme inte operation on Januaery
1, 1b04,

Government of India,

Thers: is conlinuml disenssion on Via-
count Morley's reply to a deputation of
Indinn Mohammedans Iart month,

The petitioners deny Visconnt Marley's
divtuin that the populatiza statistivs wre
the main  factor in determining repre-
senlation under the new seheme of re-
form, ‘They urge that the Mohannmedans
have muany powevinl claims for exceep-
tional treatwent.

The Indin Olice denfen that Aslhinioth
Makacji, o Dralmin and o judge of the
High Court nf (alentlu, hax Twen ap
pointed as firal native member of e
lndian Exeentive Council,

A deputation of Induin Mehammedana
waited on the Scevetary of State for
Tndia last month pnd snggested that of
the six members af the Vieeroy™ lixecu-
tive Council, sue should 1= a native
Mobammedar_and another a indu, Vis-
count Morley,” in veply, emp irecd that
the appeintment of an Endian member
waa intended ns a signal proof that race
was no dixability to the pttainment of
thig {remendons Lrust; bul no man woull
be selected cither ns a Mindu or na &
Mobhammedun,  While ready to make one
of the six n nntive, he saw no chanee of
appointing two natives, Viscount Morley
added, with referenee to other soprges
tions made, that separzte clectorad ool
Teges Jor Mohammedins wonld  possibly
I arvngeed, e deghored that tie Go-
vernmeint s yelorm e hand e
ally woeleomed in Tadia, wand emph
the goodwill of the Tuding Civit S )
and said e alse bad derived encourage-
ment from President Reosevell’s veeent

ulteraee concerning British - rule  in
Fad

Costly Strikes,
The  CGreweral  Federation  of  ‘I'rade

Tnions reports that doving 1805 the ex-
penditnre reaehed  the reconl sum o
L137.052, inchuding £51.000 for the North-
easl Unnst ngi ng dispute and
LG5, 500 for the Lanciashbire ¢colten work-
ory’ dispde.

The Open Door.

My J. 1. Deavon, prosiding at the an-
nim) meeling of the Soviety for Befiend.
ing Forejgnera in Distress, comg
hitterly (hat the Aliens Ack was
tive,

Puuper immigranis weie heing ndmit-
ted intn Lhe counley without rest
tion, with the result that they won had
tu appreal 1o Lhia Sovicty jor yepatrintion.

HOpHTI

) Defence of Army Proteges. |

CHplaptain® Howel!, 1lie head of the Ral
valien Army's homigvation Deparfment




