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The Quesi of the Pearl.

Continned from page TH.

HIS SPLENDED BODY SHINING WITIL
REASE,

mwith which these divera coat thenwelves
befora  entering the waler, gathering
itgell for ita apring. Ha carrica the
inevituble bags, but he needs no weights
to slnk him, uot does he wear & Tope, A
flach, aud down be goes, head first, grace-
ful as & panther, straight as a die, with-
out 3 aplash, and awims to the bottom.
Wonderful swinumera these Arabs are,
Fecklessly daring, and with ineredible

owers of endurance, but their worth
i seriously discounted by their intracts
ability and hatved of disvipline. And in
this ecnnection it is & curions fact that
when wler water nen will invariably
become jrritable and extremely bad tem-
pered. :

Al through the morming the work
goed on. Men disappear in the green
depthe, and veappear, clambering, drip-

ing. up the ladders that swing over the
i ls” sides; amb always, with astonish-
ing rapidity, the piles of shells grow
darger, Sharp at anoun the suprrinten-
dent’s boat whistica: the last diver is
pulled up; dingy sails are spread, amd
the fHeet slarts for home, loshore the
hoats race, piling themeelves up on the
beach like a scheol of strandsd #ish, The
mandaks stagger through the shallows
daden with baskets of shells. which. un-
der police guard. they take to the Mot-
tus. By this time

FARDEMOXNIUM RELGNYS UPON THE
BEACH.

A huderd tongues mingle in the Jlamour:
Arabie, Malay, franiie Clhinese chatter-
ing, Hindoustance, profane and exasperat-
ed Fuglish. A thoeusand naked mandaks
gweat aird strain ankle deep throngh the
#hifilng sand under the heavy baskets;
angrTy guanls menace and hustle unruly
trouble-makers;  merchants anl  apee-
tators hu toward the guarded kottus,

ays the sun beats down on ihe
shimmering sands with their shifting riot
of volour, and ot the ovean that glares
white-hot, like molten metal; and pre-
eently, wningled with the odours of the
village, there rises a faint, deadly stench
from the million dead shellfish, Faint at
first, but. as the bours go by, gaining in
power and velume, until by the third or
fourth lay one's etn-es arve drowned in
it. It takes a long time awl strong
Rerves 1o aceept it with equanimity ;
one woiiders Iow the Govermment men
van ~taml it &= they must. Ag for the
natives, they seem: not to mind it in the

ast,

Nuw the fiv<t stage of the gquect is
over: -the oysters are guthered. and by
ewndown the eight hugh kotius, cach
One cowtaining 23 subdivisious, are filled
to the brim.

Fiist the divers receive their shares, ta
€ach man going the portion that is de-
creed to him by the Law of the Fishing
This he carries outside the stockade,
and disposes of in small iots of 1y, 20,
B0, or 108 shells to tie swaria of mer-
ehants and small buyers who jam and
crowil aml jostle in the open space be-
Jure the stockades. Everywhere deals
wre going on betwean half aaked divers
wad  stately, dirty merchants, whose
rubes flap about their lean shins as they
hury from one man to another and back
wpain, hawk-eyed lor bargains, shrieking
that Allih oiu-t bear witness that they
are poor men. and cannot stand such
Wnody extortion. Bnt nene the lews,
they buy and buy,

Here an old fellow wiffi & beaked nose .

amd fieres, eagle evea, bearded. and tur-
bawe-d and villainouely dicty, dlas poa-
wessed himaelf of 30 or 40 fine. large
shelle. Dawa he squat® Teneath the very
feet of tie pressing thouieuds, wrenvhes
open a chwll, and pekes with his claws
Tike fingers into the mass of flesh, In
& moment B fiuds a pearl—nol a very
pood e L bt inte his pou 1

o, wiili his {iee hand Le veaclies
fier pusther whell fram his pile? Xome-
fimes rage and al-pu-t inflame  his

ewarihy fealuress be fiings the u‘}-.tr:‘
from him, cor-ing it fathersa anl its
wuoihers for four generations back; it
has contained ne prarl at all,  But sud-
denly, apening w peenliarly Jarge =hell,
e alopa Smrt, Tri s eagerness, aml
greed incarnete fla wto lis face, wnd
ure gone, replaced in-tantly Ly eraik
and cunuing,  FHe holds a pearl worvth
more than a prince’s ransom, periect,
buntrous, & pracions thing of beauty. He
fondlen jb lovingly iz his skinny hands,
guewing rhrewdly an to ita weight. It

came from the last shell in his pile; with
a wwift glanes around to see whether
hia prica bas beem observed, he drops
it curefully into his greacy pouch, and
flaps off afier wore shells, loudiy com-

Maining  that never—mo, never—
before did Allak  ercate such
an utterly worthless lot of
oyuters, Pearls—bah! whe could expect
to get pearls from such swines of
oy-sten!

ACREADY THE PEARL-DRILLERS
ARE AT WORK,

their enormous blavk hands and crude
tools manipulating the tiny globules with
a marvellouy deftoess and dexteridy.
Boats are heing repaived, and mails and
basketa nrended in preparziion for the
next day's work; fires are starting up
here and there, and eooking ks going on.
The divers are tired and hungry, and
must be well fed, since again no food
may be taken uutil the next night; and
the thoisanda of shella in the koitus
must be disposed of as rapidly as possible
to make roem for the- morrow's catel.
So all the beach Bums with activity; the
crowd aronnd the koitus seems to in-
crease montently ; aud through and under
all the frenzied racket, one is aware,
cuddenly, that the tom-toms are throb-
hing and the reels are shrilling their
barbarie discord, insistent, suggestive, the
dominant under-note of the East.

After dinner, at nine o'clock or there-
ahoutr, the bulk of the shells is put up
at auetion by 1he Government Agent,
who is overlord of the Fisheriea and all
that pertaina thereto. The sale takes
place in the eourthouse, or other govern.
ment building, and the shells are put up
in lots of a thousand. A merchaut holds
up bath hands, the fingers outspread; his
name iv put down for tem Jots, or ten
thouzand shells, Xot a few of the Indian
werchants buy #s many as a million. The
largest munber known te have been
offered on a siogle might is 1,867,600;
the smallest, 4004000, .

-Every night the sawe men are on
hand—until their limit is reached, or the
fishing is ever. Every night, too, they
are joined by a eprinkling of new airi-
vala. The gnme is much of a lottery,

since the purchiaser cannst tell what per- -

centage of his shells will eondain pearls
From'-the government the buyers par-
cha:e the shells; from each othwer, snch
peazls as they want; effecting thus a
double system of exchange. An English-
man, who perhaps is maiching pearls
that Iater will be made into a necklace
which his king will give {o & royal bride,
i# a eentre of attraction, Hundreds of
pearls arve brought to him for examina-
tion; are weighed and rigorously tested
a5 to colour and sphericiiy. An agent
for one of the big New York jewellers
Lolds equai attention; he Is looking for
pink pearls  for the mpecklace of aw
American heiress who will shorily be-
cume, if not royal, at least as near it
as she cam,  And here is a sauve, dusky
gentleman, tow-vuiced, always courteous,
buying for, let us say, the Rajah of
Lahorve, and cutbidding everyone iu sight
ior any gem that takes hia fancy, with
perfect nonchalance ang & credit that is
obviously inmexhauatible, For the Noor-
mahal of to-day must have her whims
fulfilled; and her latest longing is for an
éntire robe of pearls—a garment of
gauze sewn so thickly with pierced gems
that scarcely an ineh of it will be seen,
Its weight will make it cling elose to
her slender Tinbs; its lusire will enhance
ihe durk softness of her beauty and the
gleam of her shadowed eyves, and its cost
»Hl quite positively and satisfactorily pre.
¢lude her rivals from having anything in
the leasi like it. And she will get it,
ton, sinre her lord and master loves her
with sullicient unreason, and since it is
for her pleasure alone that the fisheriey
exist at all, and the ay=term in their tens

of millionz ¥ield up theie sloggi=h spaurk

of life—that yet is vilal enough to pra-
duee & thing perfect enongh to please her
waywanl funey,

WHEN THE PEARLS ARE TAKEXN
FROUM THE DEAD FI1SIL,

they are first sorled according to size,
This is done by passing them through
a et of ten mmall brass tieves, called
La=keds, with nmwshea of varying sizes,
Pearly of the fint class that ave perfrct
Loth in <pberieity aml in Insite are called
ani. Thuse of the second class, that {o
the average climeyver seem ecpally witlts
the great Southern Croas Tearl, which is
out flaw, are anilari; and mort of the
pearls we Aee in the West and on general
asle come under this hend Of the third

elaws, eatled mia-auku, aré those that are
somewhat irregular in shape, and & trifle
“off* in eolour, but thas are valustde for
ure in elustern, and are largely used by
Easlern artificers in meuntings of
yariona sorts. Kural ia the double or
twinned peart, which when of good lustre
and mufliciently freakish shape, ia some-
times enormously valuable. In this elasn
the wa:t wonderful specimen on record is
in seality mine pearls, naturslly grown
together, and forming & perfect cross an
inch and a half long. It was found off
the coast of Weatern Australia in 1874,
Many secd pearis aud rejections—ealled
vadive—are generally ground inte
chunam end used as an ingredient in &
favourite sweatmeat. From China alse
comes & heavy demand for seed pearks,
“and in India bushels of them, literaHy,
are used in the decoration of idols and
sacred images, anil of weapaim ag weil,

Pearl oysters are of two varieties—
the large white shell, anmd a smalier black
species; but which produces ithe best
pearls i an undecided quention. Prob-
ably there ia little cheice, One rule that
does seem to hold good, however, ia that
the desper the water from which the
shell is taken, the larger and finer will be
the pearl. -

Popular belief leng held that tha
nucleus of the pear! was a grain of gand,
or some minute foreign body, that got
wedged inte the oyster’s shell, and, if the
inmate wera unable to expef
it, pgradually became coated with
the wmilky, lime-like aecretion of the
fish. Lately, seience has turned its mervi.
less searchiight om thiz theory, and, as
with many others of our old-time, tendex-
1y eherished notions, has rudely disprov-
el it. Even more humble than a grain
of gsand 14 the pearl's origin—a lowly
Platyelmian parasite that dies within
the aliell, and is entombed in its wonder-
ful parcophagus. Qut of several hundred
pearla decaleified with intent to probe
their inner mystexy, not more thay three
or four revealed any other core than
the remaina of these tiny worms; and
in the white as well as the black shells,
in coloured pearls as well as orientals,
this has been found to be the case.

The fishing may last a montk, or two
monthd, and its average valus to the
government is a million rupees—about

£64,000. In Australia, where equally ex-

tensive operations are carried on, the
average vahlue is £204,000, or 1,438,560
dollars, Bingapore is the eentrs for
labour and supplies of the Queensland
fisheries, and is one of the largest pearl
markets in the world,

Now the fishing is over. The fleet of
sinelly boata departa; the erowds dwindla
and disappear, each' unit richer by a
pouchiul of jewels. And the pearls are
gone too—gone to be mounted or astrung
together as playthings for women tha
wide workd over, The beat of the tom-
tom and the plaint of the reeds are no
longer heard, and fires on the beach dia
down; and the ragged litile brown vil-
lage settles down once more into its age.
old tramquillity, Al the excitement is
over-—-until the mext time,

—

A WONDERFUL MEMORY.

E. G, Laston, who hasg issued a chal-
lenge io the world for me memory cham-
pionship, although only & young man of
23 yeare, ig @ veritable walking encyclo~
paedia (says “Tit Bits'), for he has

- memorired #,000 dates of the principak
events in the werlt's history, since the
creation. Xt wae guite by accident that
he discovered that he had an exceptional
gift of memory. He was being trained
a3 an army officer when aw attack of
rheumntic fever dispelled his hopes im
that direction. At that time he bap-
pened fo meet the Zancigs in India, who,
noling what a remarkable memory he
had for dates, advised him to cnltivate it.
He then purchased a copy of MHaydn's
“ Dictionary of+ Datea,” and songht to
commit to memory the dates of the most
Important events in the worlds history
by writing 50 to 100 Jates on a piecs
of paper, and re-writing them three or
four timea until lie had fully grasped
them,, with t1lie repult that he ba= o re-
perluire of thousands of dales, and ean
giva tha correct manwers without the
slightest hesitation,

BRIDGET THE MODBILE,

Caller: “So your ¢cook han passed nwoy
fo a betler place?”

Huoatems: “Yes, but I don't koew il
+he'll stny; poor Bridget was very hard
1o suit” . - -
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ANNOUNC@EMENT.

\

By Rpegial By Special
A ppointment Appointment
to o .

Tha . P
Earl] and Countess” Earl and Couniess

The

of
Glasgow. - Ranfurly.

NodineaCo

Ladies’ Tailors,

- Whellington. -

:N[R. NODINE will personally visit the
following tvwns with samples of new
goods and new styles for autumn wear, amk
will be pleased to inke pieasures for pres
sent and futvre requirements,

GISBORNE-- .
Weduesday, February 10,
Baturday, Febrnary 13.
. Addresa: Masonle Hotels
NAPIER - ) 7
‘Thursday, Februnary 11,
Friday, February 12. .
Address: Criterlon Hotel,

AUCKLAND—

.. Mounday, February 15.
. Tunersday, February 18.
Wednesday, Febrnary 17.
Address: Central Hotels

'NEW PLYMOUTH—

Thursday, Februnary 18,
Address: White Hart Flotet,
WANGANUI- :

~ Friday, February 18.
Satnrday, Fehruary 20.
Address: Rutlnund Eotel,

' PERFECT -
SKIN-TONE,

ICILMINE, a solidified
farm of ICILMA NATURAL
WATER, the greatest dis-
covery ever made fox the-skin,
s the most marveiloua skin-cleanser and
tonic known, Absolutely withoui soap,
greasa or @y adeat but this wonderfod
natural water, i penetrates to the inmaess
skin and imparts Wt perfoct 1one without
L which Healih and Beauty &in not ciist.

Xcilmine
can produce effects on the skin sbsolutely
unknown,  The wondrcus fransparent,
healtnful bloom, tbe glowing life that fears
ma gold, the lcy, almost painful, coolness
that can be abtained Ly its yepeated use,
and alove all the lasting freedom from
shin irritations, are all owing Lo Nature's
Icilma,

Y

_ Obtalnpble from

Raiph R. Paroham, Chemist

Neorth Shore. - .

A. Eccles, Chemist, Queen St

W. H, Woollnms, Chewmlat,
Queen Btreet.

Floor Cream, 2/8 per pot.

W"w

byt

A good example is set
by those who use

Calvert’s §

Carbolic Tooth Powder

Evideutly they understand the
hygienic importance of brushing
their teeth regularly,

Obviously, teo, hey are well
watished with the resalt of using l
this pleasant antiseptic dentifrice,

©I Chambsts it Mows Ghrongbent Sestraluia,
Makem: P, C. Calvert & €0, Wanchestor, kg,
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