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COUSINS' BADGES.

Cousina requiring badges are requested
to send an adjressed envelope, when the
badge will be forwardad by return mail

COUSINS’ CORRESPONDENCE.

YOUNGER COUSINS' LETTERS,

ear Consine Kate,—F should so lika
to heeome & cousin, aud hitve my letter
printad in the “tivaphic™ 1t is 80 nice
1o read the vther cousins’ bettera, I think
I like the youwger vnes best, for T am
nat ol enongh to wnderstand the others.
How very elever (‘wusin Hitda must be,
I womter ska deea not get tired reading
8¢ muwh aho the Balkans, I think
there is quire tanngh to barn at school
without writing about it in the hotidays,
Mauther anys ¥ F knew 2s much as Cousin
Hilla she wnld think I was going to be
iti; bLut there is no fear of that, is
tiiere, Cousim Kater 1 bope you will
rnd me a  badge —With love, from
Cousin CEQIL.

DPear Cousine Ceeil,—I  will he very
plezsed to lave you for a counsin, and {
will send yo a buibge, thongh you don't
by what cobsr you would Hke beaf. T am
afraid the ebler  oousing’  letters  are
ruther beyvond most of the Hittle ones, hut
¥ will sn be able o imderstand
tuem amd write thean too, T expect, whon
¥ou are a little olive. 1 don't sitppose
they had yory much time to read when
they wire 2t svhowl. T know I had not;
my lesona naebk fe take up all my even-
inzs, awl from sclowol time till dinner
ekt used by itesiat on onr staving osut
of dors, She used do say it would do
va ke harn to get wet than to be shut
up in the howss all day. What da you
4 with sourwelf adter achool: What is
your favourite giane *—Cousin Kate,

+ * +

Trar Cuuasin Kate.—We bare bad a
very Bappy Clristmas this vear, and I
hooe you had the same.  Most of our
friviuls could not come up here, and we
were very anrry. We ment 10 two very
mica picnice in M Wethm's launclh,  The
firat ome was to Timba Bay. There was
B hig party of ua, owst of them from
Whakapirau., The wrxt one was to the
North themds. W were guing ta see

the bighrhosws but it wax too rough, o,

we Hitiled at the whari. We had great
fun on the hwch, and i some places we
went up ta our ankles in sand, but the
worst was trying te b the aazndhbitla,
1 tike eoming down them hest, lecause
wa ran roll. We dve not like going far
bathes hore tery muech, bwcatise of sting-
rays that mme quite clome to the shore.
The little Lahy bere can play ball, and
it Qs very funny 1o watch his face, Wa
weare gniag to the Puparoa sports to-day,
but it wa4 an prmgh and wel the day be-
fare that we could mot gt Mr Wellm
to take us. There (4 8 little boy pamed
Romen Pilling, who i slaying with us for
his baliduy. He bald me e might write
to you when ke getn ok W Te Amha.
With ve b alb the couxinn, oot Jorget-
ting yoursslf. U reain, yout leving
Cousin MOYRA

. OVeT.

any of you feel il!'? Don’ tyou hate get.
your friends could uot come up to you
for the holidays. ¥ am sure they were
disappointed $00, I bBave never been to
©Oneriri, but I have stayed at Whaka-
piran often, and I just loved it. Where
i3 Timbo Bay? That js guite & new
rame to me. 1s it a good picnic place?
I was invited o a picaic down at the
Heads once, but would not go hecanse
I was afraid I would be seasick. Didn't
5001 VWe went to Rabbit Jaland for a

ting your shoes and slockings fnll of

pand, I do; T always take mine off
whenever 1 get near a beach, but I
don’t suppose you wonld have liked to go
serambling over sund Lills barefooted,
watldd you?
you will soon have to leave off calling
bim baby.—Couszin Kate.]

+ 4+ +

Pear Cousin Kate,—Onr Consin CTLif-
ford hay gone home, and we miss him
very much. Our Christmas holidays gre
over now. 1 enjoyed them very much.
We will be having hop-picking holidays
soor. We went ot Rsbhit Island for a
picnic the other day, -and we had a love.
Iy time, but we were very tiréd when we
came back. It takes a long time to go
We had two very nice horses in
the eart; it does not take long to go
over in 2 boat. We bad two lovely dayvs
for Christmas and New TYear. Our
a2untie and little cousin are staying with
us for a few days, while Uncle Ted is
away. _ {hir little cousin’s name is De
Lacey: she is such a dear little baby;
she loves  lLorses and other animals,
Mother's garden has wot got very mamy
flowers in it now, but there is a beauti-
ful pant in it called Californian poppr;
it has a begutiful scent, and is like tiszne
papar, 'There is alw a plaut called Man.
devilla; it i8 a creeper: it is all whits.
We have gt tlhiree dear dittle fluffy chick-
eni, [ think that is all T have to say,
o good-bye.  Love o all the consins and
yourself. —From  yanr  lovieg  Cousin
MABREL.

{Dear Cousin Malwl—Clifford hadn't
Twen gome vory long before yon had an-
oller consin to take his place, but I
snppnse De Lacey ia too yvonng to be a
playmate, tam't she? T expeet slie is more
of & plaything. I expect yon were rather
fad having to go back to school, eapesial-
ly this hot weather. Dov you always
have holidays for the hop-pickmg. T am
alweya sorry wher the hops have to be
pickad: = hop gazden is one of the
hvelicwt Lhings imaginable, with ithose

“long poles just & masn of Beautiful cool

greenery. and when it is all picked the
piace looks like » piace of desolation.
Picnica ars great fun while they Tust, bt
1 think they nre rather liring. expecinily
a driving one; a long drive makesn me
ache dreadiully.—{ousin Kate.]

OLDER COUSINS' LETTERS,

Pear Consin Kate,—Tndead the Older
€aning” Page has heen looking very hare
of lute, and my couscierce pricks me
somewhat. With the exception of Coustn
Jiikdia"s letter, there hare been nona since
the New Year, have there? I went
to hear Ada Crossley the fivat night; I
looked forward to m treat, and was not
disappointed, What an ertist ahe Ww—
and such & voice—sweet, rich, and asouls

Baby is getting so grown-up -

inapiring. &he pleases the eve az well
as the emr, with her gracious mauner,
charming appearance, and beautiful
gowna, VWhat night did you go, Cousin
Katet jor I know you must have gone.
I like Jukn Harrison, too. He has the
sweeteat temor 1 have ever Leard, and
sings with auch feeling, Percy CGirainger
and Sametini were good, too, very good.
I liked the baritone least of all, but it
was certainly the best comcert company
I have heard, We have 30 many star ar-
tists out here with inferior companies,
haven't we? I am now looking forward
to the (herniavskis, whom I have beem
advised on no account to miss. Per-
haps you will rémember my mentioning
once that I was about to read “Gireat
Expectations® ound was disappointed.
Yon may guess how delighted I  was

Wwhen I received the book from Cousia.

Hilda az 4 Christmas present. 1f Is one
of ike best of Dickens' works that I
*have read. The characters are splendid.
Some of ths minor ones attracted me
dnore thar the pricipala at times, for
instanee, Wemmick and “The Aged.”
Waz not Wemmick's devation to his
dear old parent beauiifully portrayedt
Joz CGargery, Biddy and Merbert Pockat
were the sweetest characters in  the
hook, and “Pip,* too, was & good fel-
Jow, but I did not lke Estella at all.
“he wazx not worth “Pip's™ devolion.
What an extraordimary man Magwitch,
the convict, was. His affeetion for “Pip"”
was a3 pitiful as it svas estraordinary.
It has just struck me that I should not
be hard on Estella, when I think of
the parents she had, and the way she
was bronght up by inat poor, dement-
ed, disappointed old woman. I notice
Consin Tlda wrote pretty extensively
on the Balkan guestion, I zhall Ve
plesead fto recd ihe “Graphic” aribles

THE EXD OF THE

‘Gloves are extravagant

.77/11 dor them.
.gloves are frightfully extravagant, They

Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for Febmuary |-0. 1909 ’

ahe kindly promised to lemd T moled

. in Consin Alison's letter that she hoped

we ramembered Violet Tate. 1 think
Cousin Hilds mentioned in one of her
Ictiers that I sent a mumber of -the
“Red Funnel® Magazins (Couwsis Hilda
had sent “Graphica”) and several pest

-cards. However, I sxpect Counsin Alison

will know by mow, that some of us re
membered her friead, : .

Do yon think the subject of Dreas
would prove interesting for disctssion
amopgat the Cousima, (gusin Katel
Each cousin could give her views and
opinions of what is necessary and how
io get her clothea, ¥or myaelf, I have
iried te sum up how much I spend =
¥ear on clothes, but, as 1 spend money
wery easily without taking much »e- -

 eount of it § afraid 1 cannot approxi-

anate the amovmt, However, I guard
agninst estravagance, and iry to spend
as judiciously as possible, The accessor-

- des are the most importsat things, and

it s these that rua eaway -with 1ihe
woney. Now, a3 to boots, I find thres
peirs at a time snflicient, at least two
Paits of boots, one heavy, and one Bight,
and & pair of shoes for evening wear. 1
pay beiween 8/IF and 10/8 for the lat-
ter, and about 19/ to 21/ for the boots
The other day, however, I hought a beam.
1iful tam pair for 16/6, and was so pleas.
ed with them that I invested in a sec-
ond pair. They were really & bargmis,
for I shawed them to am expert, and ha
anid they were simply wondarful for the
money. I expect them to last me guits
w year, and I give them constan{ wesr,
toa. I should like to tree all my boota
and shoea, but have not been suceessfol
in obtaining any trees Jin Auckland:
items. For
every duy wear kid ones mever last ms
Jonger than a ecuple of months; 2/11
or 3/6 i3 enough to pay for these, znd
for best ones 4711 to 5/11. Of course
1 am referring fo short gloves; long ones
are much more expenasive, but I only
wear them for eveeing, and pay aboul
I think white ruedes

abnost s0il i you look at them, and
from my experience, certainly do net
clean well, A well-cut navy skirt, serge
or cloth, is a necessity of a girl’s ward-
robe, alae three or four meat shirk
wailsts to wear with H. One ean get
the smartest prints and eambrics from
7d, and 8d. & ¥ard, and a girl can run
Hp & blouse for herself for a couple of
shiliings. Most people buy three yards
of material for a Bblouse length, but I
find two and a-half yards ample, except
in ihe case of silk, when one wanfa
from three to three and a-half yards,
according to the width of the silk. T am
by Bo means a small givd, bul my things
are cuf economically. tailor-made -
coat aod skirt 1, I think, another es-
sential. It i3 an expensive item, but
well worth ihe money, for it laste well,
the style does not greatly vary, and a.

_gir] always feels chic and well {urned-

out ir cne. An evening dress iz another
big = consideration in one's wardrobe.
For a girl, vho goes out mwderately,

HOLIDAYS, . ‘

The ofd familisr fuces—vis | Mathematizs, Bpelling, Geography, Grammar, sto, ]



