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The News of the Week

L————— ]

IN THE DOMINION,

-The North Island rasiway returns, with
#41 lesn milea of teack, were nearly
£12,808 m excess of the Seuih 1sland last
arenth. -

The proparals te berreaw £41080 for
road construction, £05,008 ta inatal the
fhone syatem of sewerage, and £6000 for
reereation reserves, sithmitted to the rate-
payers by the Gisberne Borough Coun-
cil last week, were rejectelr.

The Wapiti (North American elk),
which were imported from Ameriea in
150G, and liberated at Doubifal Sound
in the South Island, are reported by the
Hon., T, Mackenzie, avho visited the lo-
calily recently, te be well and increasing
in mnmbera,

& cargo of Wesiport ceal dis to be taken
to Honclulu by the Twmiom (ompany's
steamer Kwumena, consigned to the Drit-
dsh Adpdcalty, Tt is presmiped that this
conl da for the {ambrian, which has just
12ft New Zealand on & woysge round the
world, and will touch at Howolula.

Au attempt is io be made by the Auck-
1and Education Board to encourage the
teaching of swimming im the public
pehesls. The suggestion is made that the
headmasters should bhe induced to give
instruction, hy being offered special in-
ducewents, £rom the capitation grant.

A gang of seven wen awas arvested

in Auckland last week in & house whick
contained a quantity of govds missing
from several business places, which have
been broken into lately, ard remanded
for eight duys. There has bteen quite
an epidemic of burglaries in the city
during the last fortnight.

The Takapuna Jockey Club's summer
mesting was brought te a conclusion last
week, The total amwunt pui thfengh
the totzbisator was £28.007, an incrase of
over £2000 over last year's figures, In
addition te this, licenses ‘were issued to
45 Lookmakers, the fees for the imeet-
inp amounting te £1461 10/,

The brigantine Riv Loge. which left
Kaipara on January € for Dueedin, has
not turned up yet, and consideralde anxi-
ety has heen felt dar dier safely, Tt 1s
probable that the Government will send
a steamer out {0 leek foT the missing
vessal, The master. Captain Spence, has
his wife and two childven on board with
Litm,

It has Leen decided {e form an art
students’ society in Aucklapd, prinei-
pally with a view of establishing a life
school. A commitiee was appointed last
week fo interview the Technical School
authoritien to. see if they would assist
in the project. The new society will be
open to students of any age, and in all
branciies of art.

A youth named James Gossett was
ccsmnirted for trial at Auckland last
week on a charge of stealing about £180
frow Messra. Heather, Roberton and Co.,
ty whom he was employed as Customs
Clerk.
written confesaion made by the accused,
2nd said the atter had admitted that he
apend Lhie money backing racchorses.

Tourists are frequenily credited with
firange ideas about the Dominion, but
fhe limit was reached last week in Wel-
Jington when a mild-marunered globe-
trotter asked to be directed to the place
wihere he conld shoob tigers. He weem-
«1 annoved when the Taurist Trepart-
ment oefticial told him thev were pers
manentlv out of season in New Zealand,

The Railway Department draws atten.
on to the by-law which opevates from
1at Felwuary, 1809, whercin 1t 1 providea
that the maximwn weight of any sack
containing wheat, barvley, or oats to be
carried by railway shall be 2001h.  Any
aack of whent, harler, or oats containing
8 greater weight tham 2001k shall  he
charpad for at Tour tiwes the ordinary
rate of freight.

The memorial erccied to the memory
of the Rer, J. F. Churloa, firsd incwin-
dent of St Paul's, Avckland, which was
dismantled at the time the church was
remeved during the excavations at Fort
TMritownart, bas bean re-erecled in its
altered form at Fmily Place. ar near the
old site an poaxilite. and on Sunday Tast it
nvan formallv ‘handed aver Lo the city by
Mr. R. R. Tlunt, on Lehall of ihe rub-
acribiers,

The value of property In Queen-street,
Anckiand, has advanced rapidly of {ate
wvearn. & Vlock with a twentytwo fect
frontage 1o Quesn-atreet, and m depth of
ahout 1% fert Tight through to High.
slroet, was sold lest week, and, with

Detective Millar handed in a -

the buildings sn it. realised £12,200, at
which figure it became the property of
Mr. J. Endean. The price works eut st
over £300 a foot, & rise of £100 upsn
the last sales in the vivinity, -

In accordance with his promise to
have a Roynl Commission »et up to in-
E[uire into the alleged charges of hrihiery
in connection with Lthe Qhinemuri Liveus-
ing Committee of sume years agn, we
understand that the Prime Minister has
asked his Honor the Chisf Justice to ar-
Mnge for two of his collengnes of the
Supreme  ourt Hench ie accept the
oflice of Royal Commissivmers for the

T pwrposes of the inguirs.

In order i test the validity of the
right, of the inebriates detained at Paka-
toa Iatand, Auckland, te vote at the
4ieneral Flections, & test case will be
Lrenght in the Magistrate's Court, {me-
hunga, this week, The imebriztea all ex-

ercised the privilege at the last elestlon,.

and the (festion has arisen from 1he
fact that the voting on the licenaing
guestion waa fairly close in the Manun-
kan electorata, A good deal of inter-
est is being taken in the matier locally.

YWhen the Minister of Marine was in
Whangarei he was fsked by a deputation
to have a light placed on Whangaver
Heads. The Minister pointed out that
the Government were at present evecting
a first-class light at Cape Breft, and an-
other at Tuahine Point, and when these
iwo were fvished le intendea #o ask
Purliament for the necessary funds for
twoe more lights, one of which would be
placed at Whangarei Heads. It would
not, of courae, be of the highest power,
but wonld be ample for coastal require-
ments, .

Mesars A. Clark and Sona, Ttd., the
well-known warcheusemen, who have had
premises in Shortland-street, Auckland.
for & numher of yeurs, are building a
large warchousz at the corner of Welles-
ley-street West and Elliott-street. The
tender of BMeasrs W, €. Johus and Sens
for £17,435 was accepéed by the archi-
tects, Messrs E. Mahoney and Sous, last
week, Ferro-tonerete piers, floors, and
divisiona, represemting  am extra £3508,
are mot included in the abore fizrures, and
there will alse he A censiderahle sum
spent in electrie lightimg, clevators, ete.

Captain Bollona, of the Hinemoa, which
hag just vetumed to Duiedin, siates that
there was no foundatien for the state-
ment made by the master of the Presi-
dent Felix Faure, wrecked in March of
last year, that the French sailors fonnd
the provisions at the depot wneatable.
The Hinemoa went to reprovision the
dopst_ and Captain Bollons found tins
and cazes of food untouched, and all of
thiz perfectly sweet and somnd. The
Hinemoa Drought back some biscuits
from the »ld stock, and though seven
months had elapsed simee the 1ale was
told, they arve =zil to he equal in condi-
tion to what one wonld bur at a c¢it
stare, - '

The halance-xleot of the New Zealand
Insurance Company, Tamited, for the
¥ear endnd 30tk Noeemboer, 1908, ia

* published, from which it appeara that
the net ircome from premiums, intorest,
and renls, amounts to £637.300. The
credit balanee after payment of Lhe Aivie
dend of £15000 mAwgust last.is £70203
out of which the directors recommend
placiug  £45000 to il Teservea, and
£1500 Lo the investment fluctuation ae-
coumt.  From the availalle lalance of
£23703, the directora recommend the
payment of a dividend at the rate of
two shillings per  share, alworbing
L£15000, wuking 10 per cont. for the
year.  The paid-up capital, resccves, and
uadivided  profit, nwoew  Amnunt  ta
£743793, after providing for the divi-
dend recommended hy the divectora.

On not. infrequent occasions eomplaints
have teached the Dominion of the way
in which frozen muai cuvgoes have heen
handled in discharging operations at Lon-
don. There ix generally two sides to
A slory {says our Wellinglon corvespon-
dent), and the version of an officer for
many yeara engagixl oh  one  carge
steanier releasea the Ol Country in o
miensure of Lhe stigma placed npen it
He fixes the respopsibility  for  the
tronbla at this end, pointing owt that
Toading under diliculiiea in opon road-
steda from ligliers s offen attended
with damnge Lo the tarcascs, and that
in & heary swell the Blings may knngk
againgt the side of the ship and wpacst
the equilibrium of lhe frozem mutton.
Then carcazes tnmble out of fhe canvan

 these totals was YThat

into the Licld, and the re<ult iz broised
flesh and dreken whanka  Hence the
complainls regarding the landling at
Loudem is, according to the officer, above
reproacie.

7 A Wig Turnewer.

Iuterc<ling whsitacts Yiom the &es
cowrnts of the snckland Suvings Rank for
1808 have jnat been published, Y'er
the first .time in  history of the
Bank, . the  transactions  for  twelve
meonths  exceed  £2000,000,  &eposits
amguntmg to £1.023727, and withdraa-
als £1018832. There were 41,572 de-
posilors of £1,145,848% om Lhe 3151 -of De-
cember last, and a pleasing feature of
37410 weve de-
positora of less =ums tham £20, and
5,220 were represented by hetweem £20
and £330, showing that the Bank en-
conrages thrift mmeng the poorer pen-
ple. The interest paid on doposits was
four per cent. Mome interesting comn-
pavisona may bhe drawn from the ac-
counts of the expansion of ihe Bank's
business, The teial deposited in the
Lank at the close of 1844 waa £633,0M),
and at the endl of 1908 it had grvown
to £1,145833. In 1808 the amount de-
posited in the Permy Bank was £3,028
26/11, and the mumher of aceounts re-
maining open om December 31 was
7,1h7, the amount at credit of depositors
being  £7529. Last year the nccounts
totalled 13349, the swmonnt  deposited
was E5000 83 and the total at credit
of “depasiters at the end of the year
was £13,213 1/1. The charges for wan-
agoment grew from £3026 in 1390, to
£5.56) ja 1008,

Civil Service Retivements.

T am infermed. with regard {o te
tirememts framn the Uiril Sceviee at the
age of 63 years, that they witl he pns
inte force wilhiout exeeption in future.
Cabinet has decided that all officers in
ihe various Slate depariments of 63
years or nver shall be retived from March
3las with shree menths” leave on full
pay.—{Weilingion correspomlent.}

Another Son at Govermment Honse.

Lady Plunket, wife of Hiz Exeellency
the overnor. T.ord Tlunket, was ae-
couched of a som at Government House,
Talmerston North. on Satuwrday  last.
Faay Plunket and tliec child ave both pro-
gressing most satisfactorily.

The Laxzary of Siriking.

Thivky-seven coal truckers, who went
on strike at Kaitangala, Owaga, oewing
10 a misunderastanding ever 1he reported
victimising of & fellow {rucker, were
fined thirty pounds, Tn answer to a
pueation, the judge of the Achitratisn
Court said enth of the nien waz liahle
for the whole amoeunt. and they wounhl
have to arrange among themselves az to
the payment, If is said that about half
fhe men concernel hnve left Raitangata
since Lhe disturbance,

Seyenteen men, whe siruck at
freezing works of Borthwick and Rons.
at Pakipaki, Hawke's Bay, hecause they
were ol ablleweld “=mok time, werw
each fived one pound wilh cosfx at Hast-
ings last week by Mro B0 E, MeCarthy,

SM, The worning after 1w strike the
wmen's reipiest wax grvantel, and Lhey

insisted] npan an apelogy frsm the wana-
ger for baving called (hiom Meors”™

Main Trunk Timetable.

The approximate times for e through
triin serviees darve now fixed as follows ;—

Un the Northern jonrney. ihe train
will leave Wellington at 11.43 a.m,. reach-
mg Marten al 440 pan., Tailiape a1 650,
Olakuue 2.5 Tannuorgnwl 1150, Te Kuiti
2 am, Frankion Junction 3.30, nrriving
at Awckland at 658 ane next day.

Ranning Soath, the trains lenve Anck:
land on Sundays and daily fexerpt Satur-
dlays) ab 913 pon, reaching Frankion
Junetion nt 1227 Am., Te RKuaiti at. 20,
Tamnnrmnti at 430, TFailape at 23§,
Martan ab 1126, arriving at Wellington
23 p.m. the next day.

There will be diveet conneclions he-
tween New Plymouth, Napier, Masterton,
Wanganui, and Auckiand,

Mr, Millar haa approved of ilie fallow.
ing conditions for the ressrvation of sents
and glerping Berthe on the express mail
trnin from Auckiand 1o Wellington, nnd
vice veras, bo eome into force ez Febru-
ary 14:-—

Passengera,  first-clasn  nnd  holding
tickets for mot {eas Lkan 100 mites, mny
venerve meadn in pihirr than slecping cara
on e produeclisn of ticketa, and pay-
went of Gd, and at intermediats statiorms

the '

such passengers may apply to the sinlion.
maater swhere the journey starte nand witl
be allowed any vacanl sral i availalle
upon payment of sixpence, but U g
antved neats will nut be reserved for boss
than 1 milex,

Bloeping berlh Tickels will I juxucd at
Am¥kland or Wellinglon te first-clnss
pussenters on payment of 107, At inter-
ntedinte stalinus passenpers must aggdy
to the Autivnmasier, sl pay 10/, ama
il required d foo lelegraphing.  Such
hertha will he allitted By priovity, if
availnble, butl no muaruntes will be givon,

Throngh paswngers will be given first
consideration.

No goarmntee 13 pteen (o provide
herths ?m' all applicanls, Where vacan-
cios exist, pessengers may  obtain Lhe
enme froar The goaed.

Sleeping bertha are nol fransferaide,
and Lolders st ride in the slerping
ears, Which will, wlere possible, be re-
served for such prRssenaers. The Depart-
nmenl may put other first-vlinas passcengers
in aueh corvinges until borths ave o he
made, when they will go eleenliore,

On the North-bound traina, herths will
be mnde at Taikape, and on South 4rains

paraenpera will  eall at Olakune for
breakinat.
The Pominiem's Water Power.

The fulure policy of the Government
with tegard te the uiilisation of the
water power of the Dominion was re-
forred to by the Hou, 0. 4. Millnr lust
wesk at Whangavei, when aepying to &
request of a depnialion that the Waitua
Falis be sei nside for the purpose ef
loen) bodies,

Mr. Millar said while 4he Government
dil not wish to stand in the way of Che
waterporer of the variows streans heing
utifised te the lest advaniage. it did
desite to prevent undue monaplics bring
acgnived.  ¥or instanee, 1he right to Lhe
Waipori Falls, at Duncdin, was aeguired
sone years afe hy A private individual,
whe afterwards sold it (a the Puuedin
City Conneil for 10000, though les tolai
ontlay in the matter had Leen the cosl of
his application to the Warden. The Goy.
conment would not allow the walerpower
{to po begging when it eouil e ul 1
in eheapening 1he cost of running the in.
dustries of the Pominion. An amend-
ment would be nuuie dn e existing Act,
by which the rights te the pawer woull
be granted to lveal bodics and pricats
jndividuals, suliject 1o proper safoguands,
Whea a private jndividoa! was granted
theze riphts the waximinn charge dhat
e would be allawed to make wonld be
fixed w0 as ta cnaole him to ehtain a
reasonable intereat on huz entlar, Tl at
the same time not permit lim to derome
& millioogire throwgh 1le iransacton.
T.oeal hodice swould b treated on sowmne-
what diffevent lines, He thewght that
the praposed amendment wonld enable the
falls i guesiion to he mle use of an
de~ired by the Whangavei Forewgh Coun-
cil.

Royal Humane Soclety.

The Rowal 1Tumane Society et Taat
week in Christehoel, A derter of ront-
mondadion was awarded 1o AW Paper,
fur having rescued nman from

at Auckland on e, 27, 1907, Uewtifi-
tales were  granted  to Joha Tyond

inmy dones (Nagpiery,

(Amekiads, Coustalibe
W, T Reypelds (Vetong. A framed
eertilivate wns pramied Mrs Tlarmraka
Temepara (Tologa Bay) for resenmg or
altempling (o peseee pevans who wore
drowning.

Silver nredals were awarded in the fol.
Towing  cxsea: - Wiham Jsim Munre,
who veactmnl & man fram a whiviposd,
Tanherenikan ¥iver on Jamnary 122, 1802,
« Humittom, who rewerad & waman
rownbig in Ahe Roaksteall ad Gise
ne, heing in great danger Trom Aeing
crushid hefween fun st s i e
oprn roadstead; Alired E. Bates, who
aliempted to rescur a man foem Arown-
ing in A heavy senoat Oatiin's Tar o
Angtist 17, TR,

A sitver meda! and fromed cortificadn
wus awarded to Reginald Tock, whe
sved A woman from drowming in oA
stremm neay Mamutana Spriags, Rotoaraa,

A hromze mndal wos awarded 1o Wil
Tam Wallare for Tinving rescitid by
from drowning at Holalika, and 2 simi-
Tar renard wos given 1o Fritz Fxman,
who rowened Twn boyva, anl allempled
1lie resene of w third frem drewning sl
Rurcka, Aucklamt Ay e wedal
wie anavided to H, H, Wanchop {{haisl-
churel) for haring rescusd noannber of
persons from @rowning at The Lfe raving
coanpetitinn al New Rrighton, an Jann-
ary W, 198 Certificates were awnrded

CAucklandy W
Constable Clark




