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ft's not worth my while to tuke a lodper
for leas mor ten «hillin® & week. My
Cousin Ben has contforts here be wouldo't
bave an na other place”

“Conforlst™  ejuculated Cousin  Hen
cantemptuously. “A lot o' squallin’ chi

dren makin' more noise tramplin® up an* -

down the pluirs por alf the clogs in I'res-
ton, The sinell o' ihe pig-male worse
nor alfl the smoke nor all (he mills i7 Lan-
cashiire. A ‘cock crowin® when a mon's
nobbnt just got into bed, carts lnmberin’
oui o' the yard afore its leat.”

“¥Falks mun live,” snid Margartet with
toarinl wrath. The wagpou had teo
start early to be in time for the Liver-
pool .aarket.”

“Well, give me Preston.” exclaimed
Cousin Ren, thumping the table, “that's
&Il 1 suys-—-give me Preston!™

“Theer's qitieter places ¥ the eonntry
nar f farm iike this" said Mrs, Waring
in her most duleet tone. the outraged
Margarel being almalutely voiceless with
indignation.  “Poor Mrs. Norcris does
her best, hui she has a long family, poor
soul, an’ T doubt it's as much ae she can
de to mapage cnywar. Now theer's my
litile cote nobbut & step fro” here as *ud
happen suit ve hetter Mr. Wright, I'm
used to takin® lodgers an' my front room's
empiy now. 1 knows the valuc of a
quiet life. My pour gaffer—my word a
quicter mon nevor stepped—il [ was to

“keep up any chack-clacking i° the house,
my word 1'd have Lhad kis boots at my
fead. My children is all up-grown an’
settled an’ theer’s n owick things at my
place. U make wmr livin® so well as I ean
by takin® in washin® an® ' make ve as
comfartalile ns ye could wish Tor eight
shiulin' a week, Mester Weight.”

“Well of all the lowld-faced husaies,”
exclaimed Margaret., “io coom inte me
awn place an' tyy an’ pet the better of
me! 1t ye're put to it for a eenple o
ghitlin® Cousin Ben, there T'H-—U1 tok'
that much le=a,™

“Thank ye, Cousin Margaret.”™
with an affable grin
&0 much the bhras
children an® that.

“Weld, Thin afraid T cantt et rid o mv
childer Lo oblige o, said Margaret with
& snort,

CNuy, nmay. of  course
lglmd. Renjamin Dlansily.

said Ben
“lit e see it ian’t
its the n'ise an” the

ye couldn't.”
=1 wouldny

be for axin® ye to do sich a thing, so I
think it'll be better if 1 do step duwn to
Mrs. Waring's.”

He carried out bis resolve that asme
day, {0 the iolense wrath of the Nurrizes
aid the sympathetic disapproval of their
friends,

Ann, however, was trivmphant. Not
only had she seenred 4 most deairable
lodger, but she cherished secret hopes
ot altering her rondition at no distant
dute, Never was s man surely so well
tuken care of as Uncle Bei: he was
coseeted and flattered and made up to
from morning till night. Owing to his
dislike for unoize Mrs, Waring  dizpos-
el of her laying hens. end in compli-
nent to hig dislike of the turnip-headed
folk of the vicinity all visitors were dis-
eonraged. Ann ‘slone talked 1o him,
nnmsh-rrn:l to him. washed and mended
for him and submitted to all his changes
of humour with a meekness that was
atmost cringing. So a week passed and
on Saturday Mr. Wright wrote a letter
which in splle of Amn's good-natured,
piofier to perform the errand, he carried
10 the post office himself. As he was
smoking his pipe that evening he startled
her by the query:

“Han yo' got pleniy to eat i
homse ™

“Welt. theer's a nice bit o° heef” said
AMrs, Waring. luttered, “more nor enough
te last yo' an® me the week.™

“I'm expeetin® a visitor trrmorrnw "
volunteered Benjamin.

“Oh' eaid Ann, & trifle frosiily. “an’
what time met the gentleman Le com-
ing."

Ren eyed her rather queerly ns he
respomted he dide’t knoy the exaet hour,
but it would be in good time for din-
ner. )

NWext morning e came down to break-
fust in s best elothes, and appeared
addly elated and excited. He took up
hie position in the porch. but frequentiy
10se from his seat and walked impatient-
Is to the mite, on the lonk out for Lis
expected guest. At lemgth bhe renvarked
that e thonghf he would go a litile way
along the rosd. and serting on lis hat at
4 jaunty angle. strolled forth.  Ann loek.
oi after him with pinched lips.

“He mun be in an awful horry to see
this chap,” she =aid to herself, and
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thought that if he had had the frelings
of a man. e would bave showa & litcle
more anxiety for her company.

Though Ben bad said that hiz friend
would artive in geod time for dinner
it was puzsed the hour and the beef wes
getting unduly wrown. when he burst
into the house leadiag. not & male guest
a5 Ann Lad aoticipated, but . s little
ellerly woman--a little woman very
poorly dressed in  ruaty, threadimre
black. with a figure bowed by work and a
face seamed hy a very mnetwork of
Tines.

“This here’s Mrea, Judaon” he remark-
ed, “an* owd friend—an uncommon owd
friend.”

“Rit yo' down said Mrs. Waring with
treeting politenrss.  “I were lvokin® for
ye te come in afore llm Meuter Wright.
1t's elose upon ome—an' I'm sure I hope
the bwef'll hmnd out.” she added mean-
ingly.

‘Ye tawd me theer was p'l-nh' * retort-
ed Ben; don't take that cheer, Jane,
coom round here, out o' ihe drmught,
Coom that's lLetter. Now let’a have a
gradely erack. Coom, how's dear owd
Preston?? -

Positively they seemed to have for-
gotten Ann's existence, & made of pro-
vedure which, though perfectly righé
when Margaret Norris was in queation,
now appeared absoluiely insulting.

Onee again the merits of town were
uphell in eontrast to the Lack-liding
of the country, but this time it was
not the noise and racket of the latier
ihat called ferth Mr. Wright™s objura-
ticns but the exceeding dulness and tack
of variety of his surrouinlings.

“Never.a mmld fro’ momm ﬁll neet H
Fo'll believe we” he exclaimed. "never a
soul to speak to without il's Mrs. War
ing there. My word I tell 'ee T was fore-
eJ to go an” sit over yomler alongside of
a - thrashing machine to try if the din
wonldn't heaten me up some road.
iad jasted mich longer I reckou I'd ha’
gone silly.™

“3Well t!m; T'm sure T done all 1 coull
for youw'” exclaimed Ann almost tear-
fully, “yo't best go back to Margaret
H yo' can’t live wiout noise and racket,”

"\a\. Mra. Waring™” responded Ben
with an umctuons amile, “I don't think

If it -

Il go bark to my Cousin Margaret’s
thank yo'. Me and Mrs. Judron have
made it up beiween ue jest nox, on sur
roud fro” the atation, as we'll be shouted
next week, an' an snon as we're tied to-
gether Il go back to live wi® her in
Preston™

SUMMER SXIN-TROUBLES.

SUNBURN, HEAT-SWELLINGS, NET-
TLE-RASH, PIMPLES, BLOTUHESR,
FRECKLER — %#AM-BUK BALM
BOOTHES AND CURES.

At every peason of the year myatie
changes take place in our bulies, which
leaves us peculiarly liable to certain dia-
eases of the skin. The heat and glare -
of the summer sun is particularly tre-
ing. and the pleasure of many a hohday
is marred by the itehing, burmng iTrie
tation of the skin which heat, changs of
air, and change of water produce. The -
reason i that the. skin is unduly ten-
der In summer owing o the  incressed
strain which excesaive perapirntion im-

-poses mpan the pores, the relaxed con-

dition af 1he tissues. anid the deposits of
irritating acids often left by the perspi.
Tation “Zam-Buk s Nature's real anti-
dote for such troubles, Le they heat-
swollings. nettle-rah, freckles, pimplea,
blotches, or pruritis — that ensightly
rash w

eh a0 fn’qumtlv attacks one
after Iy g. especinlly im wen water,
It is § sible tn get relief from ordi-
nary tnvepta, ]or.ions, or cosmetics,
hecans: tiey are 3o largely composed of
fatly nineral subxtamees, which only

tend 1, nggravate skin trouble.

Zu:n-Ank Balm, on the other hand, is
prepar~d solely from the essences of juat
those womderful medicmal plants which
Nature hag provided for the protectiom
of the human ekin, and by a unique
scientific provess of blending. Zam-Buk
is go constituted that when applied to
the skin' it becomezs Nature's ally in the
work of dispelling dizense and restoring
the skin to perfect lealth.

Zam-Buk cures all sgmmer skin-trou-
bles, and # invaluable for all injuries
nand skin diseases. 1s. Gd. and 3= &4

per pot, of all chemista and storea,

rtistic,Distinctive
Urnitire e e & »

ODERN FURNITURE must be artistic,
atiraclive and distinctive, ma well aa
usoful. The extensive stock of turnitare
we are now ehowing meets ali thess
reqiireynanta. and iz addition i3 priced
moderately.

THE DININGROOM SUITE shown above in a
fine example of eur work.
- Oak, strongly made, serviceable and handsome—
a suile you would be prond of.
1t oonsists of 5 ti. Sidebonrd, with Copper
Pancls, Cathedral Glars in top cupboard,
Copper or Brass Fittingr; Berelled Glasa Over-
mante!, ¢+ £ x 3 {. to match : Dining Table, 6. x _
2 fi. 6in., with one loose leal; six small and two
. Arm Chaics in leather of any color. Complets in
Solid Oak, £29 10s,

Tt is of so0lid fnmed

nnd

IN OUR SPLENDIDLY EQUIPPED FACTORY
MARE TO OKUER FURNITURE OF ANY

WE RECOVER FURNITURE IN
SANDLEPAGS, VEEVETS AND OTHER ART FABRICS,
FURNITUHE

REASONARBLE PRICES.

REVAIRED AND RE-POLISHED,

wE
LDESIGN AT

TAPEATRIES,

WE MARE A 3PECIALTY OF ATTRACTIVE FURNI.

TURE OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

ALL TIMES A LARGE SELECTION OF QUEREN ANNE,

CHIPPENDALK AND EHERATON FURNITURE. YOU
ARE YERY WEKLCOME TO INSPECT IT,

WE HAYVE AT

dmith & Caughey, Ltd

Complete House Furmshcrs
AUCKLAND.
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