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They were discussing the proper way
to bring up rabbits, when the young
man in the white canvas hat with & light
blue Band threw away his cigareite and
temarked dreamily. “Speaking of rTais-
ing hairs. when I was up in Canada last
year [ lieard of a dair tomic that was
u¢ marvelous it mmde me fomewhat
sceplical. Finally 1 borrowed suome of it
to try on a tame jack rabbit that had
been rather out.of sorts ever since his
tail got chopped off hy accidenc. " § gave
him some of it, and it sure toned lbim
up greal—in fact, [ reckon he’s running
jet. But he left the loose piece of his
tail behind him, and T says to mysell,
‘It's w poor hpir tomie thai won't grow
hair.' Seo 1 tried some of it on that
chunk of tail. Well. boys. you can be
licye me or believe me not, but as sure
a5 my name is Baies thal stul was so
pewerful that it grew another hare on
the tail in nine and three-Gfths seconds
by. my watch” There was silemce for
4% seconds, and then the stout mam in
the piok’ shirt and the pale green tie
with purple spols spoke, * s what
you call a hare raising ta he mur-
mured in a sudden bursy of inspiration.

® & @

No one has yet beea able to explain
why the mere smell of salt water should
rouse the prehistoric nature of man, and
infuse him with a desire to shed his
apparel; but it undoubtedly does. A very
recpectable stout paterfumilias bronght
hiz young family to the beach, and de-
cided to bathe with them. He had ar-
rived early, and only a few people were
about; but he had only just got gut
of the water when a perfect avatanche
of women and children arrived, and
starfed aranging their lunch baskets
en either side of him. Flight was im-
possible, shelter thers was nome. Sud-
denly he was seized with = britliant idea.
His family had eollected 2 small heap
of seaweed. This he ‘crawled len=ath,
his head projecting ome end. his feet the
other. In this posiiion he performed his
toileiie on the small of his back. His
children, under the mistaken impresston
that he wns being funny. stood and
sbricked at his efforts, but he had the
sitisfaction of kaowing that he was
carrying a nice bit of seaweed for
the garden, - .
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The late Jobn F. Sheridan bad an ad-
vantage over mapy a comedian whose re-
putation is associated with one part. The
greater portion of his life was spent in
growing wp to Lhe character be lived by,
instead of growing down from it, Widow
€'Brien might have been anything be-
tween 43 and 60, 3nd Sheridan probably
was something berween 30 and 40 when
he first appeared in “Fun on the Bristol”
in America, He took it to London abost

27 years age and staged it at the Opera.

Comique, a2 house with tunnel entrance,
that was longtime the home of Gilbert
and Sullivan opera. In those days his
ieading lady was May Livingstooe, who
played a song-and-dance negress charac-
ter—of the Topsy order—aud was alinost
a rival “star” to Sheridan. The Widow
didn’t leom o farge then as in after
years. My recollections of the perform-
ance at the Opera {omique are of a
bright May Livingstone, a clever John
Eleridan,-and & very trathy comedy.
Two vears later I was in Meibourne
when Widow O'Brien and May Living-
stone (I think), as the black girl. wade
their Australian debut at the old Roval,
$ut F didn't then rush 1o renew my
acquaintance with “Fun on the Bristal™
It was too sitly a thing. The snorting
critic of the “Ape” raferred to it as “a
music-hal zhow” quite out of place at
Melbourne's largest and most respected
tivearte, The piece either improved on
wequaintance or was adapted o Austra-
linn requirements as time went on, or
public taste adapted itself to the piece.
The charscter, colour, and weotity of the
{eading lady -were changed, whilst the
leading mam in  the old woman part
&pread himself more and more. Take
Johnnie Sheridan for all in all, we will
mever look upon hia like naguin—as
Widow (FBrien. To begin with, e waz &
Dulilin JFew, and an Trivh Israclite is a
Tarity, anyvhow, Face, accent, and
bumour were severely uocommon and eol-
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THOE AUSTRALIAN PAFPERS,

lectively unique. He bad Jewish pru-
dence wnd Irish wit. The last time 1
talked with him was zt Fitzgerald's
circus whal rime Adelina Antonio was
periornx.mg on the lugh wrapeze.  Ade-
lina's “ae1™ terminated in a double somer-
sault backwards from the trapeze into
She afterwards killed heraelf in
South America in an attempt 10 periorm
the same feat, or anotlher of 1he zame
sort. On rhis oceasion, and all other
Australiun oceasions, the charming gym-
nasta got through her somersaults all
right. but the experienced ¢ye of Johnnie
Shetidan saw more danger im the feat
than the admiring multitude had a no-
tion of. And, turning to me, he said,
“WeH. I'd rather risk my life as a low
comedian.” Johnnie was more than a
low comedian, however, He was a fa-
moua character actor—aloavs the same
ckaracter, but aone the less famovus oz
thut aceount.
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A very ol Ausiralian actor. Wentified
with the earliest productions of “Silver
King,” is nowadays an inmate of the
Austin Hospital for Incurables (Vied.
Johnny Bryan it is. Eryan used to pop
up perivdically in the second act of
“silver King" as the big burly cabman,
whe comes aleng, laden with parcels
and a birdcage, to the ratlway station,
ir attendance on a sharp-tongued fe-
male. She wanted to know whether

_anything had beea forgotten, and the

cabman replicd, “Weli, youw haven’t
brought the kitchen-range or the man-
gle, but. s'elp me Beb! I think youn
brought everything else.” And when she
gave him a shilling for hiz fare. he pro-
tested that be and his ‘orse didn't work
for money, but for honour and glory.
whereupon the angry female calted him
a rude man, and talked of takiag his
number.  To which he replied. “Take
it, marm, take it—and drive - the
bloomin' cab yourzeli!™ Every old play-
goer remembers the fizure of Johnnie

Bryan's cabmaun, in the long overcoat
' anl the -
sarcastie remarks
He had a great opinion of hiz impert- -

with ‘the shert capes to ir,
fruity tomes of his

ance, inasmuch as he was the principal

person on the stage what time he was -~
. apeaking his balif-a-dozen lines.

On one
occasion—recorded in a “Bulletin” of
long ago—manager Williamson. offering
the \eteran an eagagement (as the cab-
man) for another revival of the popular
meledramia, informed him -that Dusiness
had been .very “off,” and salaries -
tound would have to suffer from tha
prevailing depression. “Reduce wmy sal-
ary!™” said Johonie,” “Consider how sue’
cessful T have aiways been. I hold the
house from the moment of mxr entrance,
T can feel it here,” and the prond minm.
mer struck his chest in a majestic man-
ner. J.CW. ventured to observe that
the cabman was but a very smail char-
acter. Drawing himzelf up éo the full
height of lis dignity the good old ega-
tist replied: “Mr, Williamszon. the value
of a work of art is not meazured by
its dimensiona. A very small pninting

all -

- proposition

by  Meissanier commands a very high
prive!”  Poasibly the argunment prevail-
e The wnconscious  humour oi it
slould have been irresist -
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A social ukasze has gone furih, and
lot if Lady Dud]Py can help it there
i+ to be no more “Kitchen™ lanving in
the dapcing halls of onr Nieest People.
The staid consort of the potentate Tur
whose posseasion State Premiers. AN AL
oftivials and the like wrestle with eih
dogged epergy, has exprewamd her dis-
Tike of refuping amongst socicty grown-
ups, and nrged that it sball cease
matter of fact, ball-room bwizter
has been a wilted fashion in the head-
quarters of etiquette for some years,

The ~kitchen™ Jancer habit amd its
COMpANYing  uproariousness  canie il
vogue a little aver a decade ago. A

pentle, peaceable oz was  malipnod
wlen the new fashion was baptised. The
noise and rush and vielence of it was
not horrowed from the silent amd
pressel regions where the  eock
lies down with the Jamb, aad nteets,
all too often. a painful end in a canliron
of boiling soup as a result. On the con-
trary, it originated at the varicus joy-
ons  London haunts—now cosal by o
Puritanical Lody of police—where most
of the gilded. and a few of the silver-
plated youths of London u~ed to repair
after supper at the Savoy or Curlton.
1 have it on the anthority of an umre-
generate male relative, who las per-
sonal experience to back up his words,
that at these resorts—tle  lineal de-
seendants of Cremsme  and Vauxhall
Gardens—the lancers took na the sem-
Blance of a Broken Hill rict., The male
participanta were Debrett innates for
the mo=t part, and throngh their ageney

the wew convention ﬁlhvrvd o private
entertainments of an elovated zocial or-
der. Yonr “Akenchi” remembers larmg
about 5 “small dance” in Tondon wome
years ago. A band of Bachelors'
ites [who are among the “smartes
London <lubites) was there. When the
cotiHon foolishnesses were earried in the
somewlat virous gfee of the voung
men passed all boumds.  An aged butfer.,
whose silvern locka and stern, judicial
bearing, would Lave surely rendered
him tmmune from !o-nlts in the lowest
class of suburban council chamber here-
. was propelled through the hall-
room deerway elinging frantivally to the
remains of a huge Chinese umbrella.
Howls of apprmal greeted i~ advent,
and more hawls followed belimd him. No
one minded. The exceilence of the
condoned. the.damage to property
and butler. But this sort of revelry has
been relegated Inng since to fa-iion's
serap-nieap. It is a bLelated and vnie-
sirable survival locally—like sach rem-
nants of Freetrade | =till remain un.
baried.  The up-to-date smart-setter
diets, drinks mineral waters. endures the
simple life, and {in public) loaks down
liiz or her nose with much Jdemureness.
—“Akenehi,” in Sydney “Bulleiin.”
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Polivemien whoe Dbelieve in lucky aml un-
Jucky =tatioms are up again=t a tough
in the’ \[.Arn..:l ville ALY
Jot, o The last three men who eccupied
the puost have ail come to a rapid end,
ant two of tirem =0 vialently that the
Commiazioner of Puliee finds it adifkuly
to induce anyane to be the fourth victno

It »ets like & eharm [n

DIARRHEA.
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The fieat took it into his bead to commi
rutcibe s the second bad only been trans-
fereed Lo Glenele for a sburt time before
he was murdered hy a lisherman: anl
the ihird (Cuonatable Hyde) provided
target practive for three desperadoes.
Hyde intercepled one of Lali-a-diren bul-
lets and wenl to the lHreavendy lkeat o
few duys laver.
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The coast abont Champion Ray (W.A)
Bs infested with <harks. Fach shark is
invariubly accompanied by two  pilot
fish, Why 1wo? 11 is a curious quea-
tion, and puzzling.  Uopversing with an
ichthyologist on this point. b was suer-
prised to hear him vast <ome duabi on
the fact. Ilis view nol gleanel from
persnnal  abservation, by-the-hyel  was
that there 14 oftener vne  than  Tws
pitots with the ~hark, aund sometimes
there are a pamber,  The shark is.
fart. ~ometimes seen ypaceompaitied by
pilots, but when the latter do accompany
it, the number i alway= two: amd tha
fact is 5o well knowsn that 1he atw
draftamen invariably -lo-;mt tais nuriey

on their representations of the =hark —
dn ohject which they are very fomd of
painting on the vovks of  the  coasi.

While 1 was af one of the islanda. notad
on the chart as Rat Island, a  shark
glode =lowly under the bozt. The ap-
pearance of all fish in the deplis of the
sen ta deveplive to ihe exe. but this
shark wus remarked by all the fisher-
men as being cpurmous. 11 was accom-
paniied by the usual pair of pilots—
one swimming claze to the snont, the
other nrear the right side. Neitner book
nor natieralist that I have yet met with
has miven a zatisfactory explunation of
the whyneas »f the pilat. tm the West
Coast’ of Australia 1 never saw a shark
without its attemdant scont:—if =couta
they are. They seem to guide or wam
the shark in zome way, bat T eould never
dliscover proaf that they really de so.
When the sharks are zeen without pilota
the latter are probmbly lurkine some-
where near at hand. ‘The pilots oever
go in shogis, large or small, in Ausirabian
walers. Four or ive is the greatest
numvher ever seen together: bLuy - when
mauy ~harks are assembled in one spat,

each seems to he awompanicd hy ita
pair of atiendants. This refers lo 1he
vimmon Wur and wiite ~hacks only;
the bazkimg-shark and smaller  sharks
flave no pilots. It ia eertain that some
mutual benclit folivws the ns=sacintion
of creaturss fo ieangroous in senerak
habits and orzanizacion therwi-e the

pilot-fish would nat be safe in the other
fellow’s compapy.
=
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For perfect personal
Cleanliness use

Calvert's

¢ Carbolic Toilet Soap.

You will appreciate the [eeling of
thorough  purification ensured by
the antiseptie properties of this

- delicately perfumed soap. while 1ts

pure qua!:ly meels the requirements
of even a sennalive skin.

l"f [‘hﬂm.l::k and St wra wam

C. Calvgry & Cu, Mancheler, Eng,

. CHOLERA &
DYSENTERY,

The Greatest Medical Discovery of the Age.

A Boon to Manhind all over the World.
IT IS THE BEST KNOWN REMEDY FOR

COUGHS, COLDS, CONSUMPTION, BRONCHITIS, & ASTHMA.

It Ia the only |l)ullla-tlve in Rheumatlsm, Fout, Cancer, Toothache, Neural
v useid by Medical Men in their oflicial and private praciice, at

It is extensive

gia.. Sciatiea. Lumbago. &e.

vime and Abroad, wln have iven

numeraus written tcstimoniala of its wonderfol o ficacy.

Sold by Chemials all over the world, in botiles, 171 bd.; 2oz, 25 8. ; 4 or, 88 B, cach,

WARNING.—Every botusof the GEMUINE FREEMAN'S CHLORODYNE, which was invented by Richard

Freeman, Pliarmacist, in 1844, kaathe *

ELEPHANT " Trade Mark, on the wrapper, without which it i» an imitatiom,

Agents ; ROCER TOMPFIITT & Co., Melbowrns, Solc Propriciors: FuBEMAN'S CHLORUDYNE. LT, Londown, 8. &, Ersiaud,




