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The figures just iwsued by the Regis-
trar-General concerning the population of
the - Dominion are distinctly encouraging,

and-we ean congratulate ourselves that’

we now exceed the wmillion by over 20,000,
It is calculatled that on December 3lst
Iast thera were 1,020,713 people living in
the Dominion, including 12,340 in the
Oook Islanda  The European population
has grown by 31,158, the excess of ar-
rivals over departures accounting for
14,261, and natural inerease has caused
& gain of 16,807, These figures consti-
tute & record both as regardd births and
immigration. I is gratifying to note
that: infant mortality was remarkabiy
low, and the death-rate generally was wot
so bigh as in the previows year. The
birth-rate ahowed & slight itwrease, 27.45,
as againat 27.30 im 1607 but it is still
far below what it was soine years ago.
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It wul be noticed from the above fig-

ures that we are roceiving a karpge pun-
ber of immigrants, The irunigration
policy of the Guvernmment haa kately come
in for a good deal of criticism, but there
is no denying the fact that we must Luve
population if the colony is to develop,
and the readiest means of gaining popu-
lation is by & wise envouragerent of the
right kind- of immigrants. The {roulle
peema to be that many of those who come
out are either not wiktling or arc not alle
to go om the land, and they go to wwell
the ranks of the unemproyed in the cities,
1t ia alse necessary ihat every facility

ssible should be given fur scyuiring
and un easy terms, aud information con-
cerning Crown tands ahould be readily
apd promptly furnished by. the authori-
ties, Judging by lettera sont to  the
preas, some ot our wew arrivaly liave ex-
perienced considerable ditficulty i get-
ting any informution at all
in the Dominion™ relates his experi-
enced an follows: —T went to the Land
Office; they landed me a map of the
YPiripiri Block, ta be ballied for on De-
cember %1, I went to ses it on a pouring
wet day. and lost £1 on my railway fare,
then had to tramp seven miles from o
railway station, saaking wet.  After g1
this trouble, it came to nothing; T was
unsuceessful even in receiving an answer
to my letter from the Cowmmissioner of
Crown Lands at Napiér. I wrote to that
official for an application form for that
block, and afterwards for intorimation re-
garding any other Crown lands likely to
be opened-—rosult, oo veply. I also
wrote to the Commissioner for (rewn
Lands at Wellingtor, and. got no repiy.
I then wrote to the Commissianer at
Auckiand, frum whom-1 received s cour-
teous reply, ‘along with a map of Crown
lnnds to be balloted for an January 23,
1 received the letter om Januvary 23, Liv-
log in a country place some mikes oat of
Palmerston, L would be tuo late to ap-
Ply.” 3 this haa Leen the way in which
other immigrants have bern treated, it ia
small wbader if they get disheartened
There- is a large smount of land in the
oolony waiting to he settled, and if our
immigration policy is to be successful we
must do all in our power to got the Tight
oluss of pooplo aa settiers, and to givo
them every facility for acquiring suitable

arcas, -
& .

The Soatk African Conventton has ex.
. perionced considerable difticalty in scelect-

‘ing a site for the capital At one time

tho teviion was me greal thai several
delegatos theoatenal to leave, and evon-
tually a compromise had to be accepted.

Orangia and Natal hald out for Bloem-

fontein and Maritzburg, their respective

capitale, bul they had at laat to give .
way, and the atruggle then centred:

round Capelown and Pratoria. Capstown
ts the oldest politicsd eentre in Bouth

A writer .

Alrica, and enjoya a Jdignity and a pres.
tige beyond uli the younger cities. Pre-
toria, on the other hand, 1s the centre of
financial and commercial activity; it en-
joys an invigoraiing climate, and it is.
close to the RHeud and Johannesburg. The”
Convention therefure proposes that the
seat of the Federal Legislutuve shall Le
at Cupetown, while Pretoria is to be the
administrative - centre.  This will have
the eflcet  of balancing the political
parties in South Africa, for while the
Boers will make the most of Pretoria.
they will be kept in check by the strong
Tmperialist fecling thmt prevails at Cape-

town.
' - o

“While people hiave been sweltering un-
der the summer heat, and everrone has
been complaining of the sultriness of the
atmesphere, the Auckland Board of Edu-
cation has been considering a most
elaborate schema for thorouglly lieating

the new Technical College in Wellesley-

street. The Director of Technical Educas
tion has been urging the Board to pro-

cure g plant wlich, including expenses -

of installation, will cost £4000, and will
Teguire about £100 a year to keep it
going. A speaker at the University
Hemate referred to the fact that we were
foreing children’s minda by & hothonse

aystem of education, and this latest pro--

posal seems to lead countenance to his
remarks. If we were living at the Notih
Iale it is just conceivable that it might
be necessary to spend peveral thousands
in heating our bauildings, but in the Auck-
land climate the chief difficulty is to keep
cool. However adwmirable the proposed
schems may ba in itself, there is no
doubt ihat sowething muech simpler
would ineet the - requirements of the
‘Fechnical. Coltegs, -
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Several interesting accounls have heen
given lately of the condition of things
in Turkey under the new regime, The
change is said to be simply astenishing.
The censorship of the Press has been
abolished, andl as a consequence news-
papers, droadsheets, and cartoons are
being freely hawked alouat the streets.
Hooknshops are springing up everywhere,
and the strestz ave full of processiona
got up to do lhonour to England and
France and the newly-elecled deputies.
&ix monthd ago a gathering of even a
handful of people was regurded as a sign
of sedition and couspiracy, whilst Lo-day
may be seen ncotiugs at every strecs
cqorner.  The peeple have a bappy, con-
tented Inok, very different from the
ploomny, suspicious countenance of older
times. The revolution seemed o come
suddenly, but it was in reality the resulg
of years of plotting and secret intrigue.
THgcontent dd been. deliberalely spread
amongst the seldiery, women were used
to smuggle letters mid pamphlets, and
all the innumeralle devices of subters
rarean propagandism were brought into
play. The result has been a glorious
viotory for tke Young Turkey party,
and the old syatem of oppresaioa, cenelty,
ard cunning have been replaced by re-
presentative government and the bless-
inga of free aprech and political freedom,
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The Attomey-lieneral has given &
very interesting  statement roparding
the National I'rovident Bill, which was
introduced last year. . He contrasted
the individuatism and sclf«hnews of civi-
lisation half & century ago, with ths
dumane logislation of the present duy.
TFhe humnn heark was improssing itsel?
on the Statute Book in ever increasing
meagure, and jen were devoling lreas
tiue to piling wp national wealth, and
wure {o reducing nativeal misecy. The

National ¥Yrovident Bill was an attenpt
to assist married workers and their

fumilies, since the State recopmised that”

the men and womea who bad assumed
the highcst duties of citizenship were
deserving of substantial help, e gave
the following example of the working of
tha Act:—1f a young mam of 25 paid
1/3 per week, and had a family of four
chitdren, the bemefits he would gain ab
60 years of age would ‘be 10/- per week,
in addition tov the old age pension. 1f
at the ond of Bve years he died aad leit
a wife and four children, the sum of
£1 11/6 a week would be paid to the
widow and children for their support—-
7/0 for the widew, and 7/G for ench child
under 14. . §hould the contributor be-

come incapacitated by sickness or aceir -

dent after five years, he would be pnid

3/6 for each child under 14, so that in-

the case under review 30/- per week
would be coming in during the period of
incapacity, The acheme would be limited
to workers who were not earning mora
than £200 a year. Dr Findlay rightly con-
tended that no other country in the
word possesged any schome of workers'
annuities a3 geasrous as this.
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China scems o be seriofisly ¢abering

on her carcer of refurm now that her

statesimen have n free hand. owing ta
the death of Emperor Kwang-Su and the
Dowagér Emjpress, Tsi-An.  The

so Prince Chun, who is acting as regent,
is the real! ruler of the Ewpire. The
regeni bas already shown himself to be
a man of great firmmess, and when there
were aigns-of agitation recently, portend-
ing serious trounble, he took strong meas-
ures to preserve the peace. = Ile is said
to e guided by Ywan Shi Kai, who has
for long been the leader of the progres-
sive party in €hina, and every effort will
be made to introduce much-necded re-
forma, Thd new Dowager Fmpress
Ye-Ho-No-l.a, may. however, eleact to as-

" sert her anthority, and sheuld she do so,

the path of vefurm will be found to be
none too easy. Meanwhile, the regent
ia doing all he ran 1o securc the pros-
periby and happiness of the country.
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The mew ~ play, “An Fuglialiman's
Home," has created one of the grealest
sensations of recent years. 1t is by
Major Guy Louis du Maurier, of .the
Rayal Fusiliers, "a son of the famous
“Punch® artist, I deals with Eng-
land’s unpreparedness for war, and the
pluy is being utilised for the purpose of
rouning the country to the necessity for
home defence, All the seats have been
booked till the end of March, and ar-
vangements have been wmade for pro-
ducing the play at twn Londun theatres
simulfanenualy, as well as in the prov-
inces. England weenss at last do be
waking np to the fact that her defence
foree must be strengthencd vevy mate-
viubly if ahe ia to remain free from pue-
coasful  invasion, and  several eminent
authovities are wrging compulsory wili-
tary training for all youiths betwern IR
and 21 yeara of age. The volunteer system
has hopelensly broken down, and Mr Hal-
dane's Territorial Army has not proved
the succean anticipated.  Lord Roberts
uow enntends that somwme form of com-
pulsory service is alwolutely necessary.
The new play kaa drawn attenlion to
ihe national dunger in & forcinte man-
mer, and the Lmperinl authorition srom
inctined to view with Favowr the pro-
posed Belwmes for the complspry wmiki-
inry training of young wen.
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According o the most reeently pub-
lished statistics Teganling the agrienl-
Lural progress of the North ami Routh
Ldanids, the North faland, with only
nhout balf the aren of dand in orcupa-
tion, az compnred with the South Ixlund,
exporting nearly twice an much produce,
The North 1sdand, out of a tolal arem

new .
Emperor, T'u-¥i, i1 only three years old, .

of 28,430.520 acres, has 14,001,294 acres
in ecenupation,  The South Istand, with
a toial ares of 37455000 acres, hna
22638777 acres. in secupution.”  The
North Island in HWT exported produce
the bulk ef which came [rvm the land,
Lo the value of £12,204,001. The Soulh
Yslandf. cxports were £7RI8661, or
vily 0.1 of the Dominiun's tolal ex-
poris, It ia interesting, alse, 10 nole
the values of the two islands for tux-
ation pmrposes.  The capital value of
the North 8  now  assessed  at
£140.783.014, and that of the South at
£ 103,656,254, The Norith ILsland haa
for so lpng been regarded ma being far
lesa fertite than the South that these
figurea will come as a surprise to those
who have been accuslomed to speak of
the noglected North,  With some acven
million acres lesa in occupalion, it shows
a yearly export of some L4.000.008 wure
in produce,
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Thers is ni doubt that much of the
decay in English Rughy football is due
1o the short-sighted policy of the Exeen-
tive in Lue malier of paymeat fur plag-
crs’ expenses.  Home sixteen or cighteen
years ago aeveral Yuorkaliire Union clubs
asked that the English Rugby Union
shonhl conaider the question of payment
of players for loat time in big foothall
matehes. A large number of playvers
were working men, to whom the lnss of
A day’y pay was & serions counsideratios.
The proposal was wvetoed on the ground .
that it was introducing an eclement of
professionalism, and as a conseyuence a
large numlber of the Northern cluba se-
coded from the governing body. Hylwid
amateur-professional cluls spreag up vn
all gides, and Association foutball grew
s much in favour that to-day it com-
pletely eclipres tle Rugby game in many
places.  Later on tue Englizh Union cen-
ceded an allowance of 3/- per day. but
this sum was oo small Lo represcut legi-
timote coanpensation for lost time, while
e sbrict wmatenr did not want it. Now
the Seottish Union has impeached the
mother institution for its action, aad ik
lowks ns if the proapectd of the gume were
worae 1haw ever. It is ta be hoped that
rome devisive nction will be tuken to
reatore to English Hugby somolhing of
the prestige it so lung evjoyed.
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A very remarkuble  gatherime  took
place recently in the library of Hereford
Uathodexl, when the leading represenbs-
tivea of all denuminatinns g-=emhled in
connection with the Milton Teverntenary
celebrations,  Many of them bl drav-
clled Inng distances to bo present, sl
the Bishop of Herefonl gave an eloquent
and impressive addresa on “Christion
Unity," ile  said  that BMillen  hat -
helped to dift us inlo the purer air
of a largey frecdem, and lad been an
inspiver of his own and of later gpeaera-
tionw, Hia  voice had boen  like. the
sound of many walers, and we were the
Jeeirs of this rich nmd varied inheritnes
from the past. . Pereival then went
on to deal with the debt we owed Lo the
great sonls of all denominationz, and
cuncluded with the following appeal {fur
A greater spirit of wnity Rmongst us
Speaking of {he famous men  wf  the
past, by said;
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“Theic pifts and their mdvence--in
otirer . wovds, the debt we owe thewm-—
should surely conviace us that in very
truth the Word of (iod ix not bound,
snd that His Spirit breathes Lhronggh alt
Nhuan pociety mith litlle regand {o
those dogmativc differences which unhap-
pily lvom so burge in e commgn every-
day life and mpivit of most of ws Thas
it w in fack Lhe uuigne greatness of b
ton that we ars celebrating lo-day, and
the greatness of his gifts to vur com-
myn tife, whelher ma Lhe clampios of
frecdom, or as the prophet of the biga-
cor patrisiism, or au Lthe mcred puoet of
our matbon aud our vace; and the Jessoa



