
New Caledonia's Plight.

Recent tiles fyum Noumea reflect

strongly the discontent existing in New

Caledonia with the present system oi Go-

vernment. This has found expression in

articles and Setters published in

newspapers and in the speeches of mem-

bers uf the General Council in dis.*us>ing

the budget, and, incidentally, certain

fresh taxation which the Governor pro-

posed to raise. The result has been

that the agitation, which has been going
on in a desultory manner for over two

years, asking that New Caledonia be

ceded to Great Britain, has achieved

considerable proportions throughout the

island.

'I he determination of the people to

adopt radical measures is shown by the

temper of the General Council during the

present session.

At a meeting of the council on Novem-

ber 26, a statement from the Governor

was read which uiged the members to

acquiesce in the passing of a bill to im-

pose fresh taxation. When Governor

Richard arrived in the colony,-ix months

ago, he was met by a horde of creditors

to whom both the colony and the town

of Noumea were unable to pay back

money borrowed, or owing for services

rendered. Some of the larger contrac-

tors threatened legal proceedings. Reck-

oning on the loan from France, the Gov-

ernor had temporised, dint as the prom-
ised money had not yet come, it was ab-

solutely necessary (to raise some by

other methods, or else acknowledge the

colony as bankrupt. Last month the

salaries of civil servants were only paid
with difficulty, and he was in dou.bt

whether the Government would be able

to meet that obligation at the end of

this month.

Instead of discussing the proposed
measures at once, the council decided to

revise the expenses of administration,

and alter long discussion the amount was

cut down /by 78,600 francs.

On December 8 Governor Richard ad-

dressed another letter to the Assembly,

calling on it to revise its decisions re-

garding these "reductions impossible of

accomplishment. 1 make a supreme ap-

peal," lie said, “to those who are striv-

ing lor the relief of New Caledonia.” The

council's answer to this was a unanimous
vote continuing its previous deliberations,

and refusing to reopen the discussion.

Matters were at this stage when the

“Australien” sailed.

Meanwhile a number of letters from

colonists have appeared in the news-

papers in favour oi secession. “Indigna-

tion at the apathy of the French Go-

vernment has become so intense.’ says

one writer, “that almost the whole of

the population is looking to the Austin

•lian Commonwealth ‘to save it from

complete ruin."

The “France Australe,” which does not

favour cession of the island to Rugland,
reprints a long article by Monsieur Biard

d'Aunet, formerly French Consul at Syd-

ney, who ridicules the idea of 1’ rance

giving up New Caledonia, though he ad-

mits that the prosperity of the island

cannot be compared with that of Aus-

tralia or New Zealand,, although, in

proportion, it is much richer. “One can-

not doubt," he says, “that if this island

had fallen into the hands of the English
fifty years ago, it would now be as flour-

ishing as the neighbouring British col-

onies." The course he advises, thereto, e,

is not secession, but the adoption of the

same principles of colonial government
which Great Britain has tried with so

ranch success.
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