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The Week in Review

The commercial outlook all over the

world seems to be distinctly brighter
than it has been- for some time past. In

South Africa there is a very marked re-

vival of prosperity, and the sharemarket

is quite active again. Many securities,

for long considered practically valueless,
have recently advanced by leaps and

bounds, till some are now actually higher
than they were before the great Baring
failure. England also appears to be re-

covering from the acute depression of

last year, and Government supporters
are hopeful that they may yet avoid the

threatened change in fiscal policy.
Throughout the whole of Australasia
projects of a good season are distinctly
■encouraging, and this, combined with
better prices at Home, ought to remove

entirely any financial stringency that may

still exist. A record wheat harvest is

anticipated in the South, and reports go
to show that in Auckland the butter yield
is better than it has ever been. In Aus-

tralia the wheat promises well, and the
rise in the price of wool and the general
recovery throughout the Commonwealth
from the effects of the great drought
give every hope for the coming year. Mr.

Taft’s election has caused renewed in-
dustrial activity in the United States,
and even in Venezuela and the other tur-

bulent republics of South America a more

settled prosperity seems to be imminent.
The New Tear has ophned well as far

as the commercial world is concerned. We

can only hope that it may close under

circumstances equally auspicious..

New Zealanders are not the only
people who like to have a growl at the

Tailway authorities for the discomfort

entailed by the overcrowded state of the

trains at holiday times. It appears that

in New South Wales, while the Railway
Department has been congratulating it-
self on having put up a record as regards
the number of passengers carried last

Boxing Day. the passengers themselves

are anything but inclined to share in

the congratulations. Very little accom-

modation appears to have been provided
for first-class passengers, and thousands
of people wlro paid for first-class tickets,
were compelled to travel in the already
overcrowded second-class carriages. Not

only so, but evenin the inferior class they
were not given a seat, but were compelled
to stand the whole journey, and we are

told that the platforms of the carriages
were crowded to a dangerous extent. It

the railway authorities sell a ticket en-

titling the holder to a seat in a first-class
compartment, it seems only just and rea-

sonable that they should carry out their

contract and not lave the unfortunate

pasenger, whose money they have taken,
to battle for standing room wherever he
can get it or else be left behind on the

platform. The traffic at holiday times is

naturally exceptional, but it is not un-

expected, and adequate steps should be
taken to meet it.

Presidvnt Fallteres by his persistent re-

fusal to sign the death-warrant has been

held largely responsible for the enormous

increase of crimes of violence in France,
and especially in the streets of Paris.
Murders and attempted murders had be-
come of almost daily occurrence, and in
Paris the , “Apache,” or gangs of hood-
lums, had bcome more and mere daring
from the knowledge that if caught they
would never be executed. In a single
day they committed no fewer than ten

murders, all of them of a singularly
brutal and ruthless nature. The French
Chamber of Deputies decided last, year
that drastic steps must be taken to put

an end to this new reign of terror, and
they passed by a one-third majority a

resolution in favour of enforcing the
death penalty. As a result of this de-

cision, the President has been compelled
to abandon his former attitude, and

twenty-two convicted murderers were

sentenced to be executed,
*

The crowd

cheered as the victims were being led to

the guillotine, and one of the condemned

men just before his death admitted that
■lie had committed 250 crimes, and that
the sentence was a just one. However
repugnant the idea of capital punish-
ment may l>e, there is no doubt that the
dread of the death sentence acts as a

most powerful deterrent to men who but

for it would commit murder on the

slightest provocation. The President’s
ill-advised leniency had cost the lives of

numerous innocent people, and he doubt-

less recognises by now that the sternest

justice may in the end prove to be the
most really merciful course to pursue.

JX J*

It is very much to be regretted that

the miners at Broken Hill should have
alienated so much of public sympathy
from their cause by their many acts of

violence and wanton destruction of pro-

perty. For on the face of it the men

appear to have had a good case. The
Mine owners, in spite of the award given
and agreed upon, decided to reduce the

men’s wages on the ground that they
could not pay tne rate awarded. The

men construed this as a lock out, and in

all probability public opinion would have
been entirely with them had they- con-

ducted themselves in a peaceful and law-

abi ’ing manner. But the tactics they have

pursued have received and merited almost

universal condemnation. Much of the

blame, however, fox’ these deeds of vio-

lence must be laid at the door of the

irresponsible agitators, who have sought
to rouse the passions of the men by
inflammatory speeches. The arrest of
Tom Mann and others shows that the
authorities are "fully alive to the dan-

gerous influence exerted by some of those
who whilst professing sympathy with the

working classes are in reality their most

dangerous enemies.

It is very much to be regretted that,
in view of the recent rise in the price of

wool, the results of the Auckland wool

sales held on Wednesday last cannot be

considered altogether satisfactory. Buy-
ers made great complaints aboiit the bad

classification, even going so far as to
allege a certain amount of dishonest

baling. This, they said, hail a bad effect

upon the sales, and had caused a marked-
distrust as well as a disinclination on

the part of several buyers to make any
bids. This was especially noticeable in

purchases made for America, these pur-
chases being on a very limited scale. On

the other hand, many of the wool-

growers deny that the wool was badly
packed or classified, and they lay the

blame elsewhere fox' the poor prices rea-

lised. Not a few consider that therc-

are too many sales in Auckland, and they,
urge that two would be sufficient, in-

stead of three, as at present. They
seem inclined to think that the buyers
were trying to depress the market, and

the lacxc of American bidding is attri-
buted to the high duty of 5| per lb.
on imported wool. However this may be,
the fact remains that the sale was a dis-

tinct disappointment to the growers, and
in their own interest they should make

the fullest inquiries into tne causes, and
endeavour to remedy any admitted de-

fects.

There is one feature of the recent Gen-
eral Election that deserves more atten-

tion than seems to have been generally
paid to it. This is the great increase in

the number of members who are com-

mitted to a definite programme of na-

tional defence. Nineteen members are

unconditionally pledged, and sixteen more

have promised favourable support to the
movement. It is not a party question,
and both political parties are well repre-

sented. Indeed, there seems to be a very
strong feeling throughout the Dominion

in favour of some form of compulsory
military training, though not ixx the form

of conscription as it is understood on

the Continent. At present it cannot be

said that- we have anything adequate in
the nature of a defence force. We have
been spending fox- some years past nearly
a-quarter of a million per annum on de-

fence. and we have nothing to show fox*

it except a volunteer force under 20,000
strong. We have 50,000 rifles, but it is

estimated that our reserve supply of am-

munition would, at the best, only last
10,000 men for a fortnight. There are

not 30 pieces of really' effective fiekl ar-

tillery, and the commissariat transport
and army medical departments are prac-

tically non-existent.

J*

In England there seems also to be a

growing feeling that the voluntary sys-

tem has not proved adequate to me de-

mands that might be made upon it in

the event of an invasion. The territorial

atiny lias not been a success, and Mr.

Haldane, by his unwise cutting down of

the regular forces, has ixot tended to re-

assure public opinion on the vital ques-

tion of defence. Ixxrd Roberts, in Novem-

ber last, pointed out that it would be

quite possible for 200,000 nxeu to be as-

sembled at German ports without any

fuss of public notification, and embarked
before we could prevent their departure.
He also referred to the fact that there

were 80,000 Germans in England already,

all of ...cm trained to military service,

and these would co-operate with their

countrymen in the event of hostilities

being declared. He contended that the

citizen army should consist of at least

1,00t.,000 men. Admiral Finnis has also

expressed the opinion that an invasion

of England would be quite possible. Dur-

ing the recent manoeuvres, when in com-

mand of tne attacking fleet, he had suc-

ceeded, under cover of a thick fog, in

conveying a force, supposed to represent
seventv thousand troops, to the Scottish

coast He agreed with Lord Roberts that

no matter how strong and powerful the

naw might be, a sufficient and efficient

command of the land was necessary to

ensure peace and security’ at home. We

have for so long enjoyed the blessings of

peace that we are apt to imagine that

these blessings will continue fox* ever, but

tile situation is threatening both in Eu-

rope and in the East, and the best and

surest guarantee of peace is to be found

in being, thoroughly prepared for war. A

weak country invites attack: that coun-

try alone eixix dwell secure which can

exhibit on its shield the proud motto,

“.Nemo uxe ixnpune lacessit.

The recent conference of the Rrinritivo
Methodist Church showed that this body

has made great progress in its work
(luring recent years. The denomination

dates back to the.year 1811. when Hugh
Bourne axxd William Clowes founded the

Church. Bourne was a man Of consider-
able literary attainments, as well as a

fluent linguist, whilst Clowes was mainly
noted as a preacher. The main feature

of their work was intense evangelical
enthusiasm; powerful, fearless preaching
of the gospel, and open-air work. The
Church grew, and spread to America,
Canada, Australasia, and Africa. The
first minister in New Zealand Was the

late Rev. R. Ward, a man who was both
a saint and a hero. Pox* sonic time ho

worked in New Plymouth but in 1849

he came to Auckland, tire voyage, which

was made by schooner, occupying seven

days. There are now 75 churches and
89 other preaching places. The churches,
schools, and parsonages are valued at

£75,000. There are 39 ministers, and

nearly 3000 members. There are 83 Sun-

day schools, with 613 teachers and 5500
scholars. The Church has done nn im-

mense work amongst the poor, and has

ever taken a foremost place in all mat-
ters affecting social and temperance re-

form.

JX St

-The annual report of the Panama
Canal Commission, recently issued, shows
that serious and unexpected difficulties
have been encountered, and these have

necessitated some change in plan as

well as causing considerable delay. One
of the most serious troubles was a large
land slide, which is thus described in

the report: —“On Octoner 4 the Cuca-

raeha slide, which and caused more or

less inconvenience since the work was

begun by the French in 1884, started

to move toward the east edge of the

canal at a rate, at first, of fourteen feet
in twenty-four* hours, decreasing toward

the dose of the month to about four feet

in the same period of time. About

113,009 cubic yards of material moved

so as to effectually stop the transporta
tion of material through the ‘cut’ to

the south, and necessitated the handling
of all material over the single-track por-
tion of the. Panama Railroad via Empire
to the south. Work was prosecuted,
without interruption, day and night, by
steam shovels and improvised hydraulic
means, and by the end of the month

sufficient space was gained on the moving
mass to permit the passage of dirt trains
to the south over the old route. The

tola! area of the slide was approximately
34,455 square yards, and it was* estimated

that, about. 600,000 cubic yards were in

motion.” The engineers, however, are

hopeful that they will be able to pre
vent such catastrophes in future, and

that the canal will be finally completed
before 1915. Its importance can hardly
be over-estimated, and everyone will be
glad to learn that there is every prospect
of this gigantic project being carried to

successful terminalion.

JX

Tuikey has at last accepted Austria’s

offex* of compensation for the annexation

of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and there is

every indication that she Will also accept
compensation from Bulgaria. .Servia Ims

also considerably modified Ircx* formin'

threatening attitude, so that there seems

to be every prospect, of a pacific settle

lifent of affairs in the Balkans. As re

gArds Servia, we may assume that she

has been influenced by the pressure ex-

erted by Russia, and also by tne fact that
Italian interest has been diverted from

the Balkans owing to the recent, st upon

dons earthquake in Sicily. Turkey is

face to face with great financial diffi-
culties, and a loan is said io be abso-

lutely necessary. I ndex* these circum-

stances wax* would la* disastrous, and she

is willing to make great concessions in

order to escape, from further monetary
embarrassments. At present it would

seem ns if the main outcome of recent

affairs would be the rise of a Bulgarian
Empire that may yet Take a prominent
part in the councils of Europe.

The annual statement of the Napier
Harbour Board shows that the port is

making rapid progress, and goes far to

justify the Chairman’s confidently ex-

pressed opinion that it will one day be-

come the third port in the Dominion.

Napier has gained considerably in trade

by the action of the Government in tak-

ing over the MnnaWatu railway, and also

by the subdivision of large estates, hun-

dreds of people having made homesteads



on land that formerly pOHSOHKcu but a

few occupants. Thu revenue of the

Board, exclusive of rates, interest and

Government grants, increased last year
by the large sum of £6.303 12s. Bd., al-

though the amount raised in 1007 had
constituted a record. It is proposed to

raise a loan oi £200,000 fur the comple-
tion ami equipment of the breakwater

haihour, and it is estimated that the

total amount of interest on tin; loan will

be more than met by tne increase of

revenue. In four years the revenue of

the Board has nearly doubled, having in-

creased from £20.000 to £30,000, and,
with thr many improvements proposed,
and those already being carried out, there

seems little reason to doubt that the port
will rapidly become one uf the most im-

portant in the colony.

&

In Auckland on Friday last an im-

portant meeting was held of the Auck-

land Browers ami Wine ami Spirit Mer-

chants’ Association, and of the Licensed
Victualler*’ Association. Air. A. M.

Myers presided, and after a serious dis-

cussion had taken place for a. period of

about five hours it was decided to abolish
barmaids and private bars, making due
allowance for present interests, and also

to serw no youth under 20 years of age,

and not to supply women unless boarders.

There is very little doubt that these re-

forms will appeal to the large moderate

section <>f the community, those who do

not desire absolute prohibition, but who

wish to see reform in the manner in

which the trade is conducted. Tin* reso-

lutions show that those entrusted with

the public sale of liquor are fully alive

to their responsibilities, and it is prob-
able that the permanence of their reforms

will shortly be secured by direct legisla-

tion now that tin trade has itself adopt-
ed them.

Literary Advertising.

Sonic of the more hustling publishers
in --England art adopting all sorts of

“dodges;’ to get the public interested

in their authors, aside from the purely
literacy attractiveness of the novel, it-

self. For instance, one firm is ottering

a prize for the befrt twelve-word tele-

gram describing the personality of the

author of a certain book : another pub-
lisher offers a prize of £5 for the best

drawing of an imaginary portrait of “
a

mysterious novelist whose identity is hot

disclosed.” A third one, not. to be out-
done, oilers a prize for the exact height

of the author; and the mos.t accurate

surmise as to whether a. certain book

is written by a man or a woman. With
all these inducements before the public
it is a little difficult to choose which

schenu? giyes the largest reward lor the

smallest amount uf brain fag. For a.

novelist to get his or her book read

by King Edward is one of the best guar-
antees of success. His Majesty, however,
has little time to select his own books,

and wisely deputises one <d his women

friends to do bis literary reronnitring

for him. One of the King s ablest “book

tasters*' is the wife uf the Premier, Mrs.

Asquith. She has long held this honor-

ed post, ami reads nearly everything
in the novel line that comes

under the King’s notice. In fact,
before her marriage, as Margaret
'Pennant, she became the Kings literary
adviser. It is not generally known, but

King Edward is quite a. devourer of the

modern novel, with a predilection for the

French school.

Concerning “Punch.”

Do you think “ Pum h ’’ is quite as*
good as it used to be '• '■

was a question
put by the “Jewish thronide’’ to Mr.

Walter Emanuel, the writer of Mr.

Punch's “ t harivaria.*’ “ That is rather

st delicate question to put to me,” was

the reply.
“

However, my contribution

to its pages is such a trilling one that

perhaps I may be allowed to answer it.

In my opinion,
“ Punch” is not quite so

good as it used to be. It is very much

better. ‘ Punch 1 of today, taking pic-
tures and letterpress combined, is strong-
er than it has. ever been. Ami this is

only what one would expect, with an edi-
tor of the mental calibre of Owen Sea-

man. When people depreciatingly com-

pare the ‘ Punch’ of to-day with that of

The past, it is because, in thinking of

the past, they take a whole volume, in

which they find many good things ;
while the ‘ Punch ’ of to day is judged
by a single number. Judged volume by
volume, the modern ’ Punch *’ is, in my

opinion, certainly superior to its ances-

Cora? *

Our Illustrations

WELLINGTON ROSE AND CAR-

NATION CLUB'S CARNATION

AND SWEET PEA SHOW.

The chib's summer show this year

proved quite equal in all respects to its

predecessors. Carnations are always a

great attraction, and, with the lovely

varieties of sweet peas now in commerce,

exhibitors are able to put up some par-
ticularly line displays.

The roses exhibited were remarkably
good for this time of the year, Mr.

Hirschberg securing the special prize
with three good blooms, •‘Betty’’ being

quite an especial feature of his exhibit.

Cactus dahlias were tew in number;

in fact, the season is a late one here for

dahlias. A nice exhibit was staged by

Bellevue Gardens, while Miss Taylor’s
champion bloom of “J. 11. Jackson’ was

also a very line one.

In earnations, about 1000 blooms were

staged, Air. 11. A. Fox winning the cham-

pion prize for “best earnation in the

show'" with a very fine bloom of “Lara.’’

The same exhibitor staged over 100

blooms in competition, including some

superb white ground picotecs, the .best

of which were Mrs. (I. Baillie and Rev.

Godby. The former is a bloom of excep-
tional substance, with narrow purple
eldgc, and while of excellent type it has

the merit of coming fully three inches

in diameter. This exhibitor also showed

some very line Yellow Ground Fancies.

Competition was very keen in the

amateur ami novice sections of carna-

tions, but there is room lor considerable

improvement here to which the club will

do well to give its attention, with the

object of encouraging exhibitions to

reach greater perfection with their

blooms, and a better style of setting
same up. In this section, Mr. J. B.

Finlay was awarded the prize for pre-
mier bloom with a real good specimen
of "Mrs. 11. Baillie (White Ground,

Picotee),” Mr. F. Gale winning the silver

rose bowl with 30 points for most suc-

cessful amateur exhibitor, Mr. J. B.

Finlay coming second with 20 points. In

the novice section, Mrs. 11. D. Craw-

ford’s exhibits were certainly the best,
but this exhibitor would do well to culti-

vate a greater variety in future.

Messrs. Jeffery and Laurenson’s table

of about 250 fine earnation blooms “for

exhibition only,’’ was greatly admired,
as also was another table of over 200

carnation blooms staged by Bellevue Gar-

dens.

Sweet peas certainly held the pride of
place in the show. Air. C. Trevethiek

was the most successful exhibitor, win-

ning the £lO 10/- solid silver trophy
for 12 vases distinct varieties. His ex-

hibit contained some wonderfully good
blooms of Airs. Hardcastle Sykes, Evelyn
Henins, John Ingman, and many other

well-known varieties. His exhibit staged
"not for competition’’ was a real treat,
and earned the remark from the judge
that it was the finest exhibit of sweet

peas ever staged by one exhibitor in New

Zealand. Air. J. J. Kerslake’s exhibit of-
-9 vases for the Sydenham, Ltd. (Bir-
mingham), silver trophy was good; his •
vase of "Helen Lewis' being about the

best of its kind in the show. The Na-

tional Sweet. Pea Society’s Silver Medal

was awjirded io Air. IT. A. Fox’s six

vases of 'Waved Standards, while J. Wyn
frwin secured Evans rfnd Sons’ silver

cup for six vases peas grown from their
seed. The most prominent varieties of

sweet peas shown were; John Ingman,
Helen Lewis, Countess Spencer, Mrs.

Hardcastle Sykes, Elsie Herbert, Evelyn
Henins, Etta Dyke, Primrose Spencer,
Frank Dolby, and Phenomenal.

Ladies’ decorated tables, which are

usually a very'.strong class, were few

in number, but all were very pretty.
The prizes were awarded by ballot as

follows: Ist Airs. A. Lanrepson, 2nd Airs.

James, 3rd Aliss Olive Spilman, 4th Airs.

Jefferey.
Air. IT. Poole exhibited some nice or-

chids, and made a real good display of

palms, ferns, ami pot plants. Messrs.

Cooper, Ltd., also had an attractive trade
exhibit.

The judges were: Sweet pehs, Air. E.
Anstis; carnations, roses, and dahlias,
Mr. 8. Con-ins, oi Dunedin,

An Impromptu Performance.

On Christmas Kve, 1837, an old man

with a stout cane walked slowlyt through
the most fashionable suarter of Paris.
His light arm closely pressed to his side,
as if it were some sacred thing, an oblong
object wrapped in a checkered cotton

handkerchief, lie was thinly clad, shiv-

ering ami emaciated. Be was buffeted
about by the scurrying crowds, appar-
ently at a loss which way to turn. He
untied the checkered handkerchief, and

disclosed a violin and bow. He raised
the instrument, and started to play a

sentimental strain; but the result was

only harsh and inharmonious rounds.

The street gamins chaffed him. With a

sob, he fell down upon the steps, resting
the instrument upon his knees.

“Oh, Heaven!” lie cried, “1 ran no long-
er play!”

Three young men came down the

street, singing a tune then popular
among the students of the Conservatoire

de Musi'que. One of them accidentally
knocked off his hat, and a second stum-

bled against his leg. The bareheaded old
violinist rose proudly to his feet.

"Pardon, monsieur,” said the third

young man. "I hope we did not hurt

you?’
The speakeV picked up the old man’s

lia I.

“No,” was the bitter answer.

The young man saw the violin.
“You are a'musician?”

“I was once.” Two great tears trickled
down the old man’s cheeks.

“What is the matter? Are you ill'.'”

The old man faltered for a moment;
then lie held out his hat to them.

"Give me a trifle, for the love of Hea-

ven! I can no longer earn anything by
my art. My fingers are stiff, and my

daughter is dying of consumption and
want.”

Down in his pockets went each one of
the trio. They were but poor students,
and the result was only ■ sixteen sous

This was the combined capital of the two;
the third hail only a cake of resin.

"This won’t do,” declared the one who

bad apologised for I he accident. “We
want more than that to -relieve our fel-
low. artist. A pull together will do it.

You, Adolphe, take the violin and accom-

pany Gustave, while 1 go round with lhe
hat.”

A ringing laugh .was the answer.

They pulled their hat’s over their faces

and turned up their coat-collars, in or-

der to avoid recognition. Adolphe took
the violin from the old man's trembling
hands. Gustave straightened out his

shoulders. In a moment the first notes

of the. ‘‘Carnival de Venice” were float-

ing out upon the night air. Such master-
ful music did not customarily come from

the instruments of street players. Win-
dows of the palatial houses flew up, and

heads were thrust out of the openings.
Strollers coming down the street stopped,
and those who had gone on retraced
their footsteps. Soon a good-sized crowd

had gathered. Gustave sang the favour-
ite cavatina from “La Dame Blanche” in

a manner that held the audience spell-
bound. It “rained money” into the hat

when the song was finished.

“One more tune,” whispered the trea-

surer of the enterprise. “Bring out those

bass notes of .yours, Adolphe. I’ll help

you out with the baritone part, Gustave,
my brave tenor. The heavens will open,
and larks ready toasted fall into the old

man’s mouth. We’ll finish up with the

trio from 'Guillaume Tell.’ And, mind,
now, we're singing Jfor the honour of ths
Conservatoire as well as for the sake of

a brother artist.”

The three young men played and sang

probably as they never played and sang
fin their after-life. The most critical of

audiences was enthralled.
Life came back to the old man. He

grasped his stick, and, adapting it as a

baton, used it with the air of one having
authority. He stood transfixed when

they had done; his fact lighted up, his

eyes glistened.
The proceeds of the entertainment net-

ted five hundred francs. Many of the

wealthy listeners had thrown gold pieces
into the old battered hat.

Then they gave him back his bat and
its contents, and wrapped up the instru-
ment in the old checkered handkerchief.

“Your names? Your names?” the old
man gasped. “Give me your names that
1 may bless them on my death-bed.”

"My name is Faith,” said the first.

‘‘Ami mine Hope,” said the second.

“Ami mine Charity,’said the treasurer

of the enterprise.
“You do not even kno.w mine,” con-

tinued the old man, regaining his voice.

“Ah! I might have been an impostor;
but I am not. My name is Chapuee.. For
ten years I directed the orchestra oi the

Opera at Strasburg. It was I who
mounted ‘Guillaume Tell.” Since I left)

my native Alsace misfortune lias follow-
ed me. Wjth this money my <laughlo£
and 1 can go to the country, and there
she will recover her health, and I fulfil
find a place to teach when she can no

longer perform. You—all of you—shall
be the gieatest of the great.”

"Amen!” was the hearty response of
the students, as they shook lhe good
Dian’s hand.

Despite their attempt at disguising,
the young men had been recognised by one
who afterward told the tale.

They were known to fame in later
years as Gustave Roger, the great tenor,
Adolphe Herman, the great violinist,
and < harles Gounod, the great composer.

'lhe old man's prophecy was fulfilled.

Josh Billing’s Philosophy.

tine ov the most diskouraging features
ov modern eivilizashun that I meet with,,
iz the average kuntry hotel.

. Impromptu wit iz. the skarcest kind ov

wit in market, and allwuss surprizes tho
man who utters it. az much az the one

who hears it.

Mi philosophy teaches tne not to attak
tilings allwuss bn the front side whare

they are well guarded, but loaf around
on the rear side ov them whare they
ain't a-looking after me.

Most, ov the nuzepaper kritieks are like
the striped snaix-—they hav the maliee,
but not the tooth.

Mi opinyun ov kafs remains unchanged
•—1 konsider them a kussid mistake.

One grate reazon whi thare iz so liMle

happiness iz bekauze thare iz so little
imicsense.

I don’t kno that a man’s conscience iz

infallible, but it eunis the nearest to it

ov ennything human.
What makes a heap ov trouble in this

world is thare iz so menny people who

spend their inkum before they git it.
I don't kno as it pays to.be even a. good

< lown. Clowns seem to be az bud off az

liars; when they tell the truth noboddy
will believe it.

The grate ma jority go cut of this world
just az they cum into it; not more than
twelve or fifteen people, perhaps, kno or

care ennything about it,
Jt’iz so much easier for a genuine

humourist, to anmze others than to even

satisfy himself.
The man who overrates himself iz

pretty sure to underrate others, and thus

make two blunders insted ov one.

Giv me a klear consilience, good heltli,
and a stiff bank-account, and enny man

may bo President who wants to be.

The whole world iz hunting after

plezzure, and the grate mistake people.
make iz, they are satisfied with an in-

ferior artikle.

The virtuous liv three distinkt lifes—-
the one they look bak upon, the one

they now enjoy, and the one that is wait-
ing for them.

A man haz no right to be proud even

ov a good deed. Lad him humble himself

before it, for he kan’t tell how long it

will be before he will do a mean one.

Cunning anil wisdum are often con-

founded, bitt thare iz nothing so plenty
az cunning, nor nothing so skarse az wis-

dnm.

Men ov real knolledge are more anxious)

to git sum more than, they are to slid
what they hav got.

All thoze men who hav acquired a for-

tune and kept it owe more to ekoneiny
than to shrewdness.

If you are. going to make amuzements

a stiddy bizzness, chasing, butterflys iz
just az sensible az enny.
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Sayings of the Week

The question of missions was vitally

concerned in the destiny of the Church,

and unless the missionary spirit was

apparent they must fail. No man or

woman should be regarded as beyond
Redemption, and the Church should strive

io reclaim them. The power of the

Cospel had been manifestly impressed by

its victories in the London slums, and it

was the same doctrines which were

preached in the Dominion. A passion for

souls was a lacking element to-day, more

attention being paid to the occupation of

territory than of hearts. The souls of

the people must .be saved in the cities

and in the back blocks.— The Her. K.

'Jlcnderson, Primitive Methodist Minister.

A very considerable share in the de-

tVelopment of the new science of radio-

activity had been taken by men born in

Australasia. Easily first among them

stood Professor Ernest Rutherford, of

New Zealand, to whom the world owed

many fundamental conceptions of the

subject. — Professor Bragg, President
Australasian Scientific Association.

* « * «

:2he fight for the world’s markets is

becoming fiercer, and our primary pro-
ducers, if they are to hold their own,

ought to be placed on as good a footing
jn this respect as their rivals, and the

telephone is one of the most valuable aids

to the farmer in his business. Moreover,

the telephone would materially reduce

the sense of utter loneliness and anxiety
attendant on the life of women in the

back districts, induce more settlers to

take up land in the backbloeks, increase

the prosperity of the cities by fostering
and increasing country trade, and save

many valuable lives now lost through
want of medical advice.—Mr. E. Hall, .
’Secretary Auckland A. and P. Associa-
tion. z

♦ * * *

In regard to pigs, the extent of

tuberculosis in New Zealand is about

three times that found in the Untied

States, or even that in Denmark. This

is almost entirely due to the class of food

consumed. 1 have urged for years, but
without effect, that the skim-milk should

be sterilised at the factories. This pro

cess has been in vogue in Denmark for

some years, and has now been adopted
in many of the United States, and with

the most gratifying results so far as pre-
vention of the spread of the disease

among pigs is concerned. Why it should

be delayed in this country is a mystery.—
Mr. J. A. Gilru{h, Chief Veterinarian.

It is certain that the country will not

be content unless the proposals regard-
ing the navy are adequate, and we must

be prepared for considerable further de-

mands upon the taxpayer. — Lord

Let the people, the people who are not

able to attend philharmonic and orches-

tral concerts, be allowed the opportunity
of hearing good orchestral music—and

Sunday is the day of the week when they
are best able to hear and appreciate it.

Is not good music as excellent a religious
medium as many other so-called aids to

Religious thought and inspiration? En-»

courage such Sunday entertainment -do

not prohibit it.—Jfr. Lewis de Grucn.

• * « •

A good brass band on the march is

splendid; it is inspiriting aim effective.

But at a concert., and especially an in-

door concert, its stirring music is like

to develop to something less than a con-

cord of sweet sounds, so that if you

possess a nervous system, you think of

leaving. This is because a brass band

has no colour; it is all tone, and, con-

sequently, its limitations for rendering
high-class music are obvious. With the

military band, the soft reedy tones of
the clarionet, the colour of the oboe,
horns, French horns, etc., and the har-
monising blend of the whole unit is such
that equally on the march and on the

platform you must take your hat off to
H properly constituted military band,
Once you hear it.—Mr. Lewis do Grocn.

• * » ♦

Wellington is ro frightfully parochial
that they would not. listen to anything
there.— Mr Hoare, Christchurch,

There appeared to be a large amount

of latent talent in the ranks of brass

instrument players in New Zealand, and

it the best players could be brought to-

gether permanently Now Zealand could

own one of the finest bands in the world.
It might be possible for the Government

to subsidise the good players and so

secure to the country one glorious band.

The suggestion might not be a practic-
able one at present, but there were pos-
sibilities in it.—Mr. ll'. tfhorl, King’s
Trumpeter.

n * * *

A good many North Island farmers

are going over to Australia, and with the

scientific methods which New Zealanders

are introducing over there, it will only
be a short time before Australia will be

able to produce wheat of such quality
and in such quantity' as to be able to

send it over to New Zealand and sell it

cheaper that it can be grown here.—Mr.

A. C. Thompson, Christchurch.

When the right cross of sheep for

breeding fat lambs is generally adopted
over there Australia will capture the fat

lamb trade, as the land is so much

cheaper and the expense of rearing lambs

so much less than it is here. A fortune
can be made from sheep in Australia in

a very short time.—Mr. B. F. G. Coch-

rane, Tiinaru.
• * * •

He was not in favour of encouraging
Sunday trains. Men were hard worked

now, ami he did not wish to impose ad-

ditional burdens on them. Sunday was a

day of rest.—Hon. J. A. Millar.

There is a good prospect of the long-
delayed opening of the Panama (’anal in

1915, if the present rate of progress is

maintained. Hitherto cholera., yellow
fever and malaria have played havoc

with the workers, but these scourges
have been practically eradicated, and the

casualties from disease among the 49,000
workers now employed (6000 arc Eurd-

peaii navvies, chiefly fspaniards) haw

been reduced to a minimum.— Dr.

I'augh an Co niish.

The United Kingdom is now a dumping
ground for the surplus products of Amer-

ica and Germany in particular, and of

other countries to a lesser extent, and

the workers are thrown out of employ-
ment, and are unable to buy even the

cheap imported goods. Mr Chamberlain’s

protection policy must, be adopted before

long, and this was the only tiling which

would effect any permanent amelioration

of the industrial conditions.—Mr J.

Lilwo, managing director of the South

Canterbury Woollen Mills.

The Theosophical society took no part
in political matters, nor in the contro-

versies between different faiths. Its

spread, however, would probably deeply
affect public opinion on many important
points. Its study would lead men to the

conclusion that evolution was a real

thing in all departments of human life*
mental, moral and physical; thence to

the assurance that reincarnation assured

equal chances to all men. There was no

injustice anywhere when the whole vast

cosmic programme was seen.—Mr zl. IV.

Maurais, 1 hinedi n.

« * * ♦

They found the whole of humanity nat-

urally divided into two great types —-

those on the outgoing path, character-

ised by a disposition to grasp, and those

on the path of return, characterised by
the disposition to give. In all egos that

were past the hindmost point in their

evolution, and were on the path of re-

turn, the disposition to give rather than

to grasp, and to live for others, became

more and more marked, till the most

highly-evolved of our race had ever

been ready to give up their very lives for

the good of humanity and to find their

highest joy therein.—l/f.ss 11. Horne,
Dunedin Theosophical Society.

• « < •

Trains had to be run to pay. He did

nof say a train should pay every day,
but where there was loss over three
months the general public should not be

called upon to make good the dead loss

for a section of the community.— Hon. J.
A. Millar.

At a time when there was so much

theological unrest, and when there were

so many non-ch urch-goi ng people, it

must, provide food for anxious reflection
on the part of every man desiring the

best for the people, and he did not think

there had ever been a time in English
history when the churches had been more

active in their work, more liberal, and

more self-denying, or more thoroughly in

sympathy with every movement for so-

cial betterment, of the masses than was

the case to-day.—Ker. C. 11. Laws,
Methodist Minister, Dunedin.

* ♦ * *

He bad recently been looking over

some examination papers in which the

candidates had been asked to recount the

stages of man. One child wrote as fol-

lows; —‘•There are three stages of man.

The first is when we are young, and we

think of all the wicked things we are

going to do when we grow up; that is

the age of innocence. The second is when

we have grown up and done all the

wicked things we thought about when

we were young; that is the prime of life.

The last is when we are old and repent ;
that is dotage.”— Professor Mairhead.

» « « •

Considering the rate at which Welling
ton has been receiving population froju
overseas and by natural means during

the year, the increase of ten marriages
was less than it should be, and the same

remark might apply to the births. He

did not know why the young men were

hanging back, but the figures indicated

that they were. It was a new record.
was true, but an unsatisfactory one. With

respect to deaths, although the popula-
tion had increased substantially during
the year, the number of deaths recorded

had decreased by 149; which could only
be regarded as entirely satisfactory, and

was the best tribute to excellent sanitary
conditions of the city and the work of

the Health Department.—Mr (I. G.
Hodgkins, Registrar, Wellington.

The moral I would draw from the

friendship towards the Turkish people is

that public opinion in this country is
that public opinion in this country is stir-

red not by racial animosity, but by ideas

and causes. We never were anti-Turkish

in the sense of having racial animosity. I
believe that this is equally true at this

moment with regard to every other na-

tion. As far as popular sentiment is

concerned there is no barrier between

us and any other foreign people. We

have no territorial ambitions to bring
us into conflict with them, we have no

past injuries which rankle, and we have

no scores to pay off against and foreign
11ati<»n. — ir E. Greg.

Instinct seems to tell me one thing
about the woman of the future. Her

freedom, which she will surely win, will

not rob her of her woman’s love of home.

Man, after he has battled with and been

buffeted by the world, returns with an

ever-growing longing for the peace ami

beauty of his home environment. Wo-

man, when the wider book of life lies

open before her, will surely find the

bonds of home life drawing more tightly

round her. W'onian will always be wo

man; hard, unsympathetic facts of life

will make her home seem more of a

haven. Will women’s beauty grow? I
think it will be more refined in the

future. In 100 years’ time a type of ex-

treme daintiness will, I believe, prevail.
The greater use of her brain will ••spirit-
ualise” the future woman. Iler face will

be alight with intelligence.— Madame

Melba.

If England should gel into trouble,
Australian soldiers were all ready to

light for the Empire. In the case of a

European war. Australia’s help would not

be. required, but if it were it would be
reads .Lieut. Col. de Messuricr.

They had reflections cast at the Auck-
land growers which were not deserved,
and it was, perhaps, desirable to con-

sider the proposal emanating from one

man that growers should combine to semi
the whole Auckland (lip Home direct. To

his mind, it was very unfair to cast as-

persions as had been done. In his opin-
ion. three sales were unnecessary in

Auckland, ami two sales in the seas<>n

would be enough. If that were done

they would perhaps have an attendance

of more than two or three buyers, and

so found a keener competition.— Mr

Isaac Gray, of the Auckland Agricul-
tural Association.

Lord Kitehener had state<l that if

trouble broke out in Northern India, h«

would have the Australians Io rally
round him again. He protested agazfist
instilling into the rising general ion-a re-

gard for the Australian flag at. the ex-

pense of the Union Jack.—f’of Campbell.

pense of tin* Union -Jack.

'l'here is no desire to overwork our

judges, but, on the oilier hand, it is the

duty of the Government to take care t hat

the very heavy expense of an additional

judge shall not be incurred until one is

really wanted. Of that necessity the

Chief Justice should he (he best judge.
—

Hon. Dr. Findlay.

1 again recommend (he extension of the

Ocean Mail Act of IS9I, so that satisfac-

tory American ocean mail lines to South
America, Asia, the Philippines, and Aus-

tralasia may be established. The creation

of such steamship lines should be the

natural corollary of the voyage of the

battle fleet. It should precede the open-

ing of the Panama canal. Even under

favourable conditions scvmal years must

elapse before such lines can be put into

operation. Accordingly, I urge that the
C’ongress act promptly w’here foresight al-

ready shows that action sooner or later

will be inevitable.—Ej' /’rcsidoH Hoose-

veil.

What do I think of Ngata as a col-
league on the Native Land Commission?
Well, I have be>?n Closely associated with

him for the past two years, and have had

unusual opportunities of studying his

charact r. I can only speak of his indus-

try and earnestness in the highest possi-
ble terms, and I consider him a very abl<

man indeed.-- Ifobcrl Sloilt.

People outside India, maybe, wondei

why the natives are not entrusted

io a greater extent with a

share in the government. The difficulty
is the amount of dishonesty and eorrup
tion among the natives. Oh, it is terri-

ble’ Natives who go to London and pass
their examinations and r -turn to India to

enter covenanted positions in the civil

service (Hindus generally) are very fre-

quently found guilty of bribery and cor-

ruption, and discharged. Bribery is R'J

fearfully common that an Indian cannot

believe that English servants do not ae

eept bribes. An Indian cannot belicv

that a civil savant is not in his position
for the purpose of feathering his own

nest.— Canon Hooper, Anglican mission

aly .

The British Government has passed
new laws whi< h empower the Indian Exe

culivc to pul down sedition with a high
hand, and these strong measures have

been taken just in time. But we all know

that in the minds of Asiat-

ics any forbearance on the part
of i government is always put
down as a consequrm • of fear, and now I

am just a little afraid (hat certain con

cessions of a democratic tendency made

by the British Government will be in

terpreted by the people as a sign of fear,
ami that they will regard such conces-

sions as having been extorted by their

acts of violence. ’*jho» Hooper, Angli-
can missionary.

The Housewife’s Health is Precious
The happiness of the whole family depends greatly on the health and strength

of the housewife. If she is weak and worn out, fretful am! nervous, she cannot

be the wise and patient adviser of her children, the congenial companion ot her

husband, the calm mistress of her many trying household duties that she was

when in perfect health.
For such women nothing equals

Stearns’ Uliue of Cod Civer Oil
the peerless tonic and appetizer which is so pleasant to the taste that it agrees

with the most delicate stomach, yet is certain in its strength-renewing and body-
building effects. It has not even the faintest taste of cod liver oil, and millions

of people in ail parts of the world unite in praising its value a restorer of

health and vigour. Get it at your chemist’s, and be sure you get STEARNS’ —•

the genuine.
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The rated uf remuneration for ship-
building at present were simply contri-
butions towards unemployment funds. He

did nut think there was a firm in the
country making its charges out of the

average ship. The disappearance of

some firms and the balance-sheets of

others showed what a terrible state

things had come to. When they read in
the papers of great firms desjierate for

work, putting in prices which avowedly
did not cover their bare labour and ma-

terial, they might well ask: What did
the future hold? One thing was certain,
the British shipbuilder and his em-

ployees could not afford to relax one mus-

cle or close their eyes to anything that

oould l>e done to improve the quality of

their work.—Col. J. M. Denny, of Denny
Bros., shipbuilders.

I'he demand for a statement of a can-

didate's religious belief can have no

meaning except that there may l>e dis-

ci* mination for or against him because

of that belief. Discrimination against the

ho) ler of one faith means retaliatory dis-

crimination against men of other faiths—

the inevitable result of our real freedom
of ’onstienc? and a reversion to the

dreadful conditions of religious discus-

sion which, in so many lands, have prov-
ed fatal to true liberty, to true religion,
and to all advance in civilisation. —Ex-
Pres dent Roosevelt.

In the course of a long life she had
been brought into contact with all class-
es of women—white women, black women,
brow i women, and yellow women. If
everyone of these women had done the

work that lay to her hand to the best of
her «nergy, she would have little time
or inclination to mix herself up in direct

politics. Let us resist this effort to
break up our homes and our families,
ami let us place ourselves in the proud po-
sition of being able to use our very ut-
most for our homes, our surroundings,
ami the Empire, at large.—Lady Jersey.

I he holding of office is a mere incident
in the life of those who are devoted to
reforms. The reform is the essential

thing. If one can advance reforms by
holding office, then the holding of office
is justifiable; if one can best advance re-

forms as a private citizen, then the hold-

ing of office is undesirable. The world
owes me nothing; I have been abundantly
compensated for what 1 have been able
to do. My life will not be long enough
to repay the people for their support,
and for the confidence which they have

expressed.—Mr IF. J. Rryan.

It is the amazing superstition of cul-
ture which thinks of religion as dull, and

colourless, whereas its appeal rests on the

imperishable fact that life is an adven-

ture, a real live adventure, with its hopes
and its fears, its pains and appalling
risks, but its “pearl of great price” for
the winning. Dull indeed! It is the cul-
tured and nervous unbelievers who are

dull, worn out with the daily effort to

keep Christ out of their lives, and
wearied with their self-conscious intel-

lectualism.— Rev. J. A'. Figgis.

England has no national opera house;
then she has not enough local orchestras

of first-class excellence; then she grossly
misunderstood Wagner at first (this sin

has, however, amply been atoned for

since); then music is grossly neglected
in elementary schools; then the Church

neglects her own ancient music; then
the musical criticisms in the Press are so

hasty as to h.- almost valueless; and,
lastly, the publishers till their windows
and catalogues with royalty songs and
musical comedies to the neglect of really
serious and valuable works.— Sir Charles

Stanford.

lie was more than ever convinced that

ai. asociation such as the Auckland Agri-
cultural and Pastoral Association could
not devote its funds to a better purpose
than the collection and dissemination of
some portion of the great and valuable
store of agricultural knowledge now
available in the world at large. In this

way mu< h could he done to promote the

settlement of the land and the prosperity
of the p»*‘>ple.—)//*. /;. Hall, Secretary
Aii'kland and P. Association.

New Zealand contains fine material for
mounted rille*. and the volunteer force
contain-, a large proportion of this arm,
which, though not of much necessity for
coast defence in any numbers, would be of

groat value in New Zealand in case of in-
vasion and of very considerable value to
th.- Empire if properly organised, well
Oflh red. and trained for service abroad.
—Major Holiday,

Musings and Meditations
By Dog Toby

AN EXPANDED TELEGRAM

THE
clergyman who edited the reli-

gious paper was in a fix. Just

as he was sorting out and read-

ing over the usual mass of copy

preparatory to sending it to the

printers, he had received a wire from a

country parish. It was, like all six-

penny telegrams, short, and to the

point, and ran as follows: —“Print ac-

count opening new church Wednesday.

Bishop preached.” It was signed with

the name of the vicar, but contained no

further information of any kind, and

the editor did not know in the least

how he was to write an account of an

affair at which he had not been present,
and of which he had received no details.

<S> <®> <®>

In his dilemma, he consulted an ex-

perienced journalist, who, after glancing
at the telegram, expressed surprise at

the editor’s perplexity. “What more

do you want, my dear fellow?” he asked.

"There’s enough in that telegram to fill
your whole paper, if you only work it

properly. See here!” He sat writing
quickly for some minutes, and finally
produced, under the heading of “Parish
News,” the following setting of the item:

"Our parish had a red letter day on

Wednesday last, when the new church,
which is now finally completed, was for-

mally opened by the bishop of the dio-
cese. The bishop and attendant clergy,
robed in the vestry, and the choir sang
a processional hymn as they moved

slowly up the church. The building
itself does great credit to all those con-

cerned in its erection, ami, though some

will probably still be found who cling
to the memories that clustered round
the old edifice, there is no denying that

this new and handsome structure is a

great improvement on its predecessor.
Many old and well-known parishiomU's
have been liberal in their gifts, and the
funds have been largely augmented by
various social functions that have been
held in connection with this laudable

object. Where all have been so gene-

rous, it would be invidious to single out

any single names for special mention.
All have given, according to their means,
and the humblest offering may represent
more real sacrifice than some of the
larger donations.”

© © ©

Here lie stopped to remark: “You

don’t know the names, of any big pots
who gave, I suppose? Good thing to

shove in names when you can—helps
to sell the paper. Don’t know any.
Yery well let it rip at that.”

© © ©

He then continued his writing—-“Of
the service itself, it is unnecessary to-

speak in detail. Suffice it to say that
it took the form usual on such occa-

sions, but it was rendered doubly im-
pressive by the devout and reverent at-
titude of the congregation, and the sol-

emnity of the ritual. A specially no-

ticeable feature of the service was the
beautiful singing in which all the congre-

gation joined most heartily. When the

Bishop gave out his text, an expectant
hush fell over the vast audience, you

could almost have heard a pin drop,
so great was the stillness. And indeed

the discourse was one worthy of the

great occasion which called it forth. We

can safely say that it will long remain
in the memory of those who were privi-
leged to bear it. The offertory, which

will be devoted to the building fund, was

a large one. and testified to the well-

known liberality of the parishioners.
Church work in the parish lias made

great strides of late, thanks to the de-

voted energy of the vicar, and a new

building was urgently required to accom-

modate the largely increased congrega-
tions. Wo hope to see the church always
as well filled as it was on Wednesday
last, and we trust that when the bishop
next visits us we shall be able to an-

nounee that all the outstanding debt has

been liquidated. Too much praise can-

not possibly be given to all those de-
voted men and women who have worked

so hard and so ungrudgingly towards

raising the funds necessary for this great
undertaking, but we feel sure that they
must have felt more than repaid when

they saw how faithfully and well those

entrusted with the erection had done

their work.”

© © ©

“I fancy,” said the journalist, “that

what I have written will about fix up

the parish news part of the business.
\ on see, I really hadn’t much to go on.

Now 1 suppose you want a leading
article on the affair.”

© © ©

But the editor stayed the hand of
his versatile and obliging friend. He

began to feel that if he allowed him to

go on the whole of the paper would be
taken up with the expansion of the few

simple but suggestive words contained
in the telegram. So he thanked his
professional brother, and departed, won-

dering how any man could write so

much out of so very little.

For Air Navigators.

An enterprising Palis firm is busy with
a bird's-eye map of France, on which, for
the use of aeropianists and balloonists

and air-navigators generally, the direct

distances from town to town will be

marked in clear figures. Now that the

navigation of the air is a thing of the
near future, people are realising how diffi-
cult it is for the captain of an airship to

find out exactly where he is, and maps
will not be sufficient for this purpose.
Travelling at the rate of fifty miles an

hour, which is a speed already made by
airships of all kinds, it is quite impos-
sible to recognise a landscape from above.

The French Aero Club is offering prizes
for the invention of ai, airship’s compass.

The ordinary compass is no good at all.

For some reason, as has already been

proved on motor-boats, the action of the

motr’s magnet influences the ordinary

compass so that no reliance can be placed
on it. In the motor-boat race from Al-

giers to Toulon the boats had to follow

torpedo-boats. They would not find

their way across without them. In the

race from Boulogne to Folkestone, where

all the competitors had ship’s compasses,
most of them lost their way across the

Channel, and one of them spent all day
'•rushing round Calais and found himself off

Cape Grisnez in the evening, while several

went to Dover- by mistake instead of to

Folkestone. So an airship compass will

Ire a very necessary thing in the imme-

diate future.

Curing a Degenerate.

Dr. Northrop, Dean of the Hahnemann

Medical College, at Philadelphia, an-

nounces that he has cured a criminal
degenerate by a brain operation.

The man was formerly a respectable
citizen, but in 1891 he was struck on

the head by a piece of falling timber,
and immediately became a typical de-

generate. He drank a bottle of whisky-
daily, stole his employer’s money, and

finally was discharged for stealing £BOO.

Dr. Northrop operated in January,
1907. He found that the dura mater
was adherent to the plate of the skull,
mid th it the membranes were glued to-

gether in a solid mass.

The patient became normal'on his re-

covery from the operation. He. is now

a total abstainer, has got his old posi-
tion back, and lias beeit promoted twice
for industry and excellent work.

SUFFERING IN SILENCER

Many women go through life
always ailing, weak ano un*

happy. The languor and
bloodlessness of girls and young
women, with headaches and

faintings ; the nervous ailments*
back pains and failure of

strength of wives and mothers;
the trials of matrons in later
years—at all these ages the
CAUSE of suffering is usually
IMPOVERISHED or IM-
PURE BLOOD.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for
Pale People have helped many
women to the joy of health, bc-t
cause these Pills supply Nev/
Good Blood to the starved veins
and tired nerves; making weak
women bright and well.

Tbe value of Dr. Williams’ Fink Pills ta
women is shown in the case of Mrs Char*

lotte Hickton, Cinnamon-et., Reefton, who

says:—

“Five years ago, before coming to Nevn

Zealand, when I was living in Corowa,
N.S.W., I took Dr. Williams’ Pink Pilli

because I was in a bloodless state and very,
ill. For two years my strength was a!«>

most gone. I was pale and listless amX

suffered a lot with headaches, which pros-
trated me. My appetite was gone and I
had to force myself to eat. I was a poor,
sleeper and often lay awake the whole

night. I suffered a lot with my nerves*-
and it did not take much to set them a-

tingling; a little fright was enough to un-
set me. I was always completely worn,
without energy, so that the least work wasj
irksome. I got very low spirited, and1
miserable, and did not take much interest;

in anything. If I exerted myself I got
very short of breath and was easily ex-

hausted.

“1 was willing to do anything to get back
my health, so that when a fiiend advised
me to try Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills I got
some, and the first box* made a big Im*

provement in me. Three boxes restored!
me to good health, and ever since I havd
been keeping splendid.”

The price is 3/ per box; 6 boxes 16/6,
and if you have trouble in getting then!
send a postal note for the amount to the
Dr. M illiams’ Medicine Co. of Australasia,-
Ltd., Wellington, and they will be sent.post
fiee by return mail.

BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES
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GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY.
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The Hon. Reginald James Black, M.L.C.
Sir James R. Fairfax, Kt. 4

Richard Binuie, Esq. i
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Auditors: J
Alfred S. Wilson, Esq.; Frederick W.

Ether, Esq.
London Office: Old Broad St., with
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•
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The Club Smoking Room
By HAVANA

PEOPI/E
talk a lot,” began the city

magnate, “about the congested
state of our cities, and slum

dwellings, and all that sort of

thing, but they don’t seem to do

much to remedy the matter. The man

jvhoae work is in the city must be able

to get in cheaply and quickly, and, as

far as our suburban train services are

concerned, we seem as if we wanted to

place every possible obstacle in his way

in this respect, and make travelling not

Only slow, but expensive. Fancy a train,

taking an hour and a-quarter to go 14

miles, yet that is what happens in scores

Of cases, and not only so, but the dis-

tance from one place to another is often
doubled by the roundabout route select-
ed in laying the railway line. I know

pf one place, a nice little spot, too, and

an ideal place for suburban residences,
Where the residents find it far quicker
to drive to town than to take the train.
They can nevr hope to develop a place
as long as this sort of thing keeps up.”

“It strikes me,” said a new arrival,
“that you people put up with the deuce

of a lot of discomfort and inconvenience
on your railways, just because they hap-
pen to be Government concerns. You

see a private company has to study its

patrons, or else it soon feels it in dimin-

ished dividends, and the shareholders

kick up a bobbery at the annual meeting.
■But you people might protest till all

Was blue, and nobody would care a hang
what you said or did. If the thing
doesn’t pay, you have to make good
the deficit out of your own pocket.
.You can travel to and from Brighton
on a second-class seasonfor one and nine-

pence a day, or less, if you work the
thing properly, and that is a distance of

50 miles. Here you often pay as much
to travel a quarter of the distance, and
it takes as long to go ten miles as it
does to go fifty in England. Not only
so, but there seems to be no relying on

the time-table, as trains come and go

more or less at their own sweet will,
and you cannot describe the accommo-

dation on suburban trains as being the

height of luxury.”

© © ©

“I know,” remarked an estate agent,
“that there are any amount of places
near our cities, which would make ad-

morable suburbs if we had better trans-

sport facilities. We seem to limit our

suburbs to places three or four miles

away from the centre of the city, but
there is no reason why we should not

jextend the area to twenty or even

thirty miles. AH we want is better
provision in the direction of cheap fares

and quick travelling. A good deal is

done in this direction by private enter-

prise in the shape of ferry companies and
tram companies, but they necessarily
are limited in their scope. Still, I be-

lieve private enterprise has done more

to create suburban residential areas than

the Government railways have done. The

promoters of these concerns deserve
every penny they have made out of en-

hanced land values, because they have

enormously benefitted the whole commu-

nity, and have increased values all round
in the districts served. It is all non-

sense to say that a train onght to pay
in three months or else be knocked off.

You have to create a suburb, and often
wait years before it really grows to nny-

thin», but when once it gets a proper
start you can rely on getting your mon-

ey back with good interest to boot.”

© © ©

“Perhaps,” said the engineer, “we shall
Boon all be travelling about in motor-

cars, and then we shall be independent
of trains. Edison claims that his new

Storage battery will make motoring

cheaper than driving, and tliat every

working man will go to and from his

work in his own motor. You will be

able to travel for less than a half-penny
a mile, and the whole concern will Ik- ar-

ranged on the principle of press the but-
ton, and the machine will work. Or we

may all be angels in the sweet bye-and-
bye, and fly about on aeroplanes. The

phrase, ‘he simply flew to the rescue.’
will have to be taken quite literally
then. There would be one good thing
about it, at any rate, and that is that

people wouldn’t be perpetually grumb-
ling about bad roads. If we had uni-
versal motoring, people would make more

fuss than ever over the roads, but if we

can induce them to take to airships,
mud and day will trouble them no more.

In (fact, the softer and sloppier the

road, the better for them; it would

not be so hard to fall on as a metalled
road, if anything went wrong wjith

their machine.”

© © ©

“You know, really,” suggested the new

chum, "I don’t want to seem rude, don’t

you know, and of course you are a new

country and all tnat sort of thing, and a

jolly nice little country, too, but really
you don’t do much to make the trip on

the Main Trunk line very enjoyable. Of

course one expects to rough it a bit in
the colonies, drink tea out of a billy and

all that sort of thing, but that Auckland

and Wellington trip is a bit too ghastly.
The train I came by was packed; the
guards didn't even seem to know where

we were going or whether we changed

anywhere or not, and there was such 'a

beastly squash at all the refreshment

rooms that a chap couldn’t get a chance

of even a sandwich, let alone a B. and S.

I suppose all the holiday people made a

bit of a difference, but all the same some-

thing should have been done to make

things a bit better. It’s a deuced long

journey, and if people are to be herded

together like cattle and left without food

or drink they will prefer to go by boat.”

© © ©

The last speaker consoled himself for

any lack of stimulant from which he

may have suffered on his railway trip by
taking a long draught front the glass sit

his elbow. He then went on: “All the

same, I have had a jolly good time out

here, take it as a whole. I suould say

that a fellow could get as good sport
here as anywhere, and it needn’t cost him

much, either. In England everything is

so beastly expensive; you can’t turn

round without meeting some cadger
holding out his hand for a tip for doing
nothing. And if you go abroad the

beastly lingo always beats you, and you
are roblted right and left because you
don’t understand a word they say. I

must say that people have been jolly
decent to me here, and fellows seem to

go in for sport for the love of the thing,
and not just to show off as so many men

seem to do at Home.”

© © ©

“ton ought to settle out Here,” said a

sporting member. “You could get jolly
good shooting and any amount of fishing.
We have golf and tennis, and cricket,
and, of course, football, if you care about

it. You could buy a nice little place in

the country, and live at your ease as a

country gentleman on a quarter the sum

it would cost you in England. I often

wonder more fellows don’t come to New
Zealand, instead of settling down in poky
little places in some remote English
county. I suppose they miss their peo-
ple, and home ties, and all that sort of

thing, «ut if you settled here you could
got married and make a homo of your
own; then you wouldn’t miss your people
so much.”

<k

lt all dejiends,” put in the cynic. “You

might miss them more. Our friend is

evidently a keen fisherman, but all the

same he may have a strong objection to

being hooked himself.”

Stamp Collecting

The following prices were paid for New

Zealand stamps at auction in Ixmdoii

recently:— Id dull carmine, London print
of 1855, £3; the 2d vermilion Lozenge
watermark, £2 10/-; the 2d of 1872.
N.Z. watermark, unused, £2 4/-; 6d

black brown, on pelure paper, 1860 to

1862, rouletted, £2 4/-; ditto, I/- green,
£3 15/-; 2d lilac blue. £3 5/-; and (id
black brown, with seriated perforation,
issued 1862, £3 3/-.

• • •

The following new stamps are reported
from Roumania:—4o bani, dark green; L

leu, grey-brown; and 2 lei. red on red

paper.

• • •

In order to distinguish them more eas-

ily from the 3 and 74 cent stamps, 15

and 20 cent stamps of Holland arc issued

in two colours. The 20c has already ap-

peared in yellow-green and grey. A

postage due stamp has also appeared of

the value of 64 cents, blue type, current

design.
• • •

A pair of the 2d blue stamps of Mau-

ritius, on blue piper, issued in 1848. sold
for £8 at auction in London. The
stamps showed a large margin on one

side.

• • •

The 15ore violet and brown stamp of

Norway has now superseded the pro-
visional one formerly in use.

• • •

The 2d deep blue stamp of Victoria,
issued in 1860, on laid paper, sold for
£3 10/- in London at auction.

• • •

For use in the Danish Indies, 5,
10. 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, and 50-bit stamps
are being issued.

• • •

The “Philatelic Adviser” states that

the contract with the postage stamp
printers having run out, the Government

of Columbia nas placed a fresh contract

with the Litogralia National de Bogota.
The new stamps will be similar to those

now current, but rather larger in size.

• • •

A Id. stamp. British Central Africa, of

1898, red and blue colour, and not perfor-
ated sold for £2 al auction in London.

Abyssinia entered the Postal Union
on the Ist of November. 1908. and ig

con-uqueiice there was a new issue of
stamps with the values in “piastres” in-

stead of “guerclie,” the value of each
being the same. It was stated that on

the Ist of November also all the obsolete

-tamps were burned, Let us hope such
was the case. Prior to the Ist of No-

vember, some provisionals were issued

over printed “piastre.” One was in pale
blue and rather blurred, the other in
bright ultramarine, being much clearer.

This surcharging wa* stated to be neces

sary owing to the fact that the entire

supply of 1 guorche stamps was ex-

hausted, and there were not sufficient

of the guerche stamps to use in I heir

place. This is the only provisional, and

the 7.0(H) overprinted were distributed

amongst all the post-offices in Abyssinia.
In consequence of the shortage of stamps
the Postage Due overprinted “Taxp a

Percevoir” were allowed to be u-ed as

ordinary postage stamps.

With regard to the stamps of New
Caledonia the following is a translation
of what originally appeared in the

‘‘Revue Postale”:-—“The supply of sc.
and 15c. stamps having given out. the

Governor requested the Director of

Posts to send him a list of the stamps
which remained in the reserve stock and

were in little demand, in order to take

some sheets of them fur surcharging
purposes. The Director sent to the post
office printer gup sheet of 2c. brown on

straw, one sheet of 30c.. ami one sheet
of 40c. (1893 type), each containing
150 stamps. The printer had two -nr

cl?urges supplied to the sheet of 2c.

stamps, namely. 75 of sc. on 2c. and 75
of 15c. on 2c., ami then sent this sheet

to the Governor, who, on the pretext that

two surcharges on the same value were

unsuitable, kept half the sheet for him-
self while the Director took the other

half. The consequence is that these

precious surcharges are only Io be found

in the hands of a few piivilcged pcr-ons

and their friends.

Origin of the Collar.

It is now beyond doubt that Mr. Han-

nah Lord Montague was the inventor of

the detachable linen collar. Hannah Lord

was born in Canada, Columbia County,
United States, in 1784. Iler hitsliand was

a large man, scrupulously particular m

matters of dress—even to the point of

fastidiousness —and in those days, before

the invention of the sewing machine, and

when there were no public laundries, the

making ami washing and ironing ot his

shirts formed no small item in the work

of the household. Mrs. Montague was re-

sourceful, and in casting about for devices

to lighten her household duties, she hit

upon the idea of a detachable collar,
which might be fastened to a neckband

on her husband’s shirts, ami washed and

ironed separately.
In 1829, the Rev. Ebenezer Brown. a

retired Methodist clergyman, who had

settled in Troy, and started a small dry
goods store, quick to take advantage of

the popularity of the new separate col-

lar. opened a small workshop in the rear

of his store, where his wife ami daugh-
ters and one or two other women cut out

with scissors, stitched by hand, and

washed and ironed the collars, which ha

disposed of by peddling. This was 111

reality the first collar shop.

WINCHESTER
GREASELESS BULLET CARTRIDGES

SMOKELESS POWDER

By doing away with the lubrication on the bullet,
one of the Prime causes of the deterioration of the

powder is removed, and the accuracy, reliability
and keeping qualities of the cartridges greatly
Increased. It also prevents fouling of the bar-
-Icl and working parts; and the cartridges are

much cleaner to handle. Winchester Grease-
less Bullets are made of a special alloy, which

gives exceedingly satisfactory results. A trial
of Winchester .24 Short, .22 Long, .23 Long
Rifle, .22 Winchester, .22 Winchester Auto-
matic Rimfire or B. B. Caps, Conical Smoke-

A—*ess Powder Cartridges will convince you of

lhe value Winchester Greaseless Bullets.

FOR SALE BY ALL DEALERS.

The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for January 20, 1909 5



The News of the Week

ITT TZ2E DOMINION.

William Chrisopher Maidens and Wil-

liam Alfred Lack were found guilty

at Waihi )ast week of being concerned in

the recent seizure of an illicit whisky

still, and were lined respectively £6O and

£5O.

Three Pei!ding milk vendors were fined

last week 'one pound up to three pounds
fifteen shillings upon charges of selling

milk adidt era ted with water. In one

c.is.; the adulteration was to the extent

of I hirty per < ent.
l)iuint- l ist year there w.is the substan-

tial increase of 103,424 tons in the in-

ward merchant shipping of the port of

Auckland, over 1 he figures of the previous
twelve months.

The plague of caterpillars in North Can-

terbury is described’ey one writer as bc-

jngoi
“ Egyptian virulence.” The whole

district was from Cheviot to Amberley.

The grubs d'*\our<d grass a; well as grain,

sin.l moved in dense masses from one pad-
dock to another.

A manned woman named Miller, and

her daughter, were 'driving near Have-

lock last week, when the horse became

unmanageable.’ smashed Ihe trap, and

threw both ladies out. Miss Miller, was

?iahurt. but her mother fractured her

skull, ami died in the evening.

At a meeting of the Cambridge

Borough Council, held last we?k, : the

proposed town hall, library, and munici-

pal’buildings were approved, and Mr. A.

,B. Hcrrold, architect, was authorised to

vail alternative tenders in brick, con-

aierept ance of the tender.

r.rete blocks, or reinforc 'd concrete, to

be complete! eight months from the

The daughter of Mrs. Norman, Mata-

pouri, Whahgarei, was playing on a log
anted ay last week. when it rolled over,

and pinned her to the ground by the

•face. The mother managed to roll the

-?og away, and found that the child’s

•"Jaw was broken.

A female servant in a Dunedin suburb-

an home took advantage of the absence

♦of the family on their holidays to pose
cis. the owner of the furniture, and suc-

cessfully raided the sum of £3O on the

'Jot. She is now being anxiously en-

quired for by the gentleman who ad-

vanced the money.

A complaint comes from Wellington to

.the effect that there is a dearth of em-

ploy merit. “Britons are coming in; New

’Zealanders are going out; too little

iwork •, too much immigration” is the way

trade union secretary sums the matter

(jp. An officer of the Labour Depart-

ement says there is a dearth of employ-
..ij'iit in the cities;, especially for un-kill-ed

Ja our, but in the out-districts the stress

(was not felt to any great extent.
The Official Assignee at Wellington

%ays that from his point of view busi-
.nc-s during last year was sounder than

Nmauy people imagined. There were

thirty eight bankruptcies during that

'period, being four more than in the

previous year, but with two exceptions,
Mono of thine failed for large amounts.

I he jury which enquired into the big
fire of .January .3rd, at Wairoa, says
the building occupied by the Dast Coast
‘Mail newspaper was set on fire by some

person unknown.

One of the most pathetic ceremonies
ever witnessed in New Plymouth took

plast last week, when the remains

of 21 of Taranaki’s early settlers,
.militia, and regulars—men who took

’part in the Maori wars and several of

whom were killed in action were re-

moved from the old Catholic burial-

ground in tin* centre of the town, where

they had reposed for the Ifl'-t half-cen-
tury, to Te llcuu; Cemetery for rein-

terment. The bodies were identified by
the names on the plates, which were in a

good state of preservation.
The anomaly of having the names of

troopers from the Gisborne ditsriit, who

were killed in the South African War,
engraved on the monument erected on

the Kaiti beach. Gisborne, in memory
of (’a pt ain Cook, is to be removed by

covering up the names with slabs of

irmnifr in keeping with the rest of the

monument, which will henceforth call to

memory the great navigator who made
his first landing in New Zealand at about
the . trpot where the monument stands,
instead of serving the double purpose
wvhich excited so much comment.

The intercolonial steamers are now

landing large numbers of Australasian
tourists in New Zealand. The Manuka,
which arrived from Sydney yesterday,
had 503 passengers in all classes, a re-

cord number for any steamer trading
between Australia and New Zealand.
I lio Manuka's accommodation was taxed

to its utmost capacity, “shakedowns”

being brought into requisition. As

many as 301 of the Manuka's passen-
gers' travelled in the steerage. A large

proportion of this number were immi-

grants from the Old Country, who were

transhipped at Sydney from the steam-

ers Stievie and Pericles.

The quantity of wool sent away from

New Zealand by steamers that cleared the

port of Wellington last week exceeds any
shipment for a corresponding period. So
far this season it amounts in all to about

50,000 bales. This large quantity, valued

at an average of, hay, £ll per bale,

equals over half-a-milliou sterling. The

greater proportion of the wool is for the

London market, thereat having been sold

at. the recent wool sales. The Opawa has

taken the lion’s share, some-17,732 bales,

of which Wellington contributed 10,244

bales. The Arawa took 10,479 bales, the

Rimutaka 8663, and the Star of New

Zealand about 7000 bales.

Til? story has lei n industriously cir-

culated, telegraphs our Wellington cor-

respondent. that the project for a dairy

school at Palmerston North had been

quietly shelved. The -‘Post'’ insinuated

that the scheme had either been indefin-

itely delayed or abandoned. When the

attention of Sir Joseph Ward, who exer-

cises Ministerial control of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, was directed to

the matter, he replied in this strain: “I

suggest that you ask the ,r Evening Post”

to state upon what authority it makeu

the statement referred to.' I have heard

nothing of it." Answeffng a query from

the “Manawatu Standard,” the Premier

declared that he knew nothing of the

statement, and suggested that it was

without foundation.

H.M.S. Cambrian- (Captain Vaughan

Lewes), is booked for a long cruise

comprising som6: 30,000 miles, ‘most-

ly in the tropics. The warship
remains in Auckland until February

7, when she sails for Rarotonga, and

during her stav in that vicinity will

visit the island (some 670 miles from

Rarotonga) where the British flag was

recently hauled down by some natives.

The Cambrian will take in Tahiti and

Honolulu en route to South America,

which she visits in the interests of the

British flag and commerce. On her re-

turn journev she will be joined at Hono-

lulu bv 11.M.5. Flora, from the China

station, and the vessels will sail to-

gether for Colombo, visiting Easter Is-

land, Fiji, Thursday Island, and Batavia,

en route. At Colombo, which it is
hoped to reach in September next, the

crews of both the Cambrian and the

Flora will be paid off.

Shipmasters and Shipowners.

The conference ordered by the Arbitra-

tion Court between representatives of

the Auckland shipowners and ship-
masters on a large number of points with
regard to the wages paid to the latter

terminated last week. The conference

was opened prior to the Christmas holi-

days, and then adjourned.
in conversation with Mr. W, <l. Smith

(secretary to the Auckland committee

of the Shipowners’ Federation), a ’’Star”

representative learned that as a result of

the conference an amicable settlement

has been arrived at on nearly all the
points submitted to it for consideration.
The only exception* are with respect, to

tin- wages paid to masters of sailing ves-

sels in the intercolonial trade, and of the
ferry steamers plying in the Auckland

Harbour. Both of these matters will

accordingly be left to the decision of the
Arbitration Court, to which the report
of the conference is to be submitted.

Hutt Licensing Poll.

An inquiry is proceeding into the recent
local option poll at the Hutt, ’.Vcllington.
The allegations of the No license party,
who are petitions against the election,

arc to the effect that grave irregularities
took place, such as- double voting, lost

voting papers, tampering with a paper,
and gross carelessness.

Liquor on Hawaii Island.

A peculiar ease was . heard before Mr

R. W. Dyer, S.M., in the Police Court
Auckland, when Thomas E. Hallett,
the present lessee or the Mansion House

at Kawau, was charged under five in-

formations with having sold liquor with-

out being licensed to do so. A plea of

guilty was entered, but it was explained
that it had been represented to

Hallett that the Island of Kawau was

not within the limits' of New Zealand,
that it was an Imperial grantt o Sir

George Grey, and had been left out of the
jurisdiction of the New Zealand Govern-

ment by an Imperial Act.

Mr. Dyer In giving judgment, said of

course the defendant had pleaded guilty,
and there was no question about the

sale. It was contended, however, that

the defendant thought he was within his

legal rights in selling without a license.

There had, he continued, been certain

rumours of what might be done, but a

man like the defendant should have cor-

rectly ascertained his position. Person-

ally he thought that the defendant had

taken the risk. He did not think that

the defendant really considered that he

was honestly within his legal rights in

selling without a license. The defendant

was fined £5O and £1 ss. 6d. on the first

charge, and was convicted and ordered

to come up for sentence when called

upon, on the other four. ‘Tf there, is any

more trouble of the kind at Kawau,”
said Mr. Dyer, “and liquor is sold with-
out a license, he Will go straight to

gaol without the option of a fine.”

A Sensational Incident.

A man named Win. Russell was charged

at the Paeroa Police Court last week

with threatening behaviour during a pic-
ture show at Karangahake a night or

two ago. In the middle of the enter-

tainment Russell produced a revolver

and cleared the hall rapidly by firing

promiscuously.
During the hearing of the case, Mr W.

Forrest, one of the Justices, was exam-

ining the weapon when it went off,

greatly to the court’s surprise. How-

ever, it was found the cartridge had

been a blank one, and that no valuable

lives had been in jeopardy.
Russell was fined! £2, costs: 7/-, or

seven days. >. .“ I

An Important Meeting of tile

Liquor Trade.

A meeting of the members of the

Auckland Brewers and Wine and Spirit
Merchants’ Association, and of the Li-
censed Victuallers’ Association of Auck-
land, was held last week in the Federal
Hall, at which were present all the

members of the wholesale trade, and

nearly every member of the retail trade.

It was the biggest meeting of those en-

gaged in the liquor traffic ever held in

Auckland, and was characterised by

much earnestness. Mr . Arthur M.

Mvers presided. After serious discus-

sion had taken place for a period of
nearly five hours, resolutions were car-

ried, embodying the following reforms,
which it will be seen are of a most far-
icaching character. They arc to be car-

ried into effect on the first of next

month:— • ......

1. Abolition of barmaids. It is pro-

posed to keep a register of all barmaids

at present employed in the City of

Auckland, and to employ hereafter none

except those whose names are on. such

register. A copy of this register will

bo handed to the Licensing Committee.

2. Abolition of private bars when

present leases expire, except in the case

of i lengthy period, when a special date

is to be fixed.

3. Raising of the ago limit at which

youths can be served with liquor in

hotels from 18 to 20 years,
4. No woman to be

,
supplied, with

drink for consumption on premises unless

a boarder. * ,

Scow Zinpara Sunk.

The . auxiliary scow Zingara, loaded
with 170 logs, struck the rocks at I’aku,
inside the Tairua Bar, while attempting
to get out at noon on Friday. As the

to get out at noon yesterday. As the
tide fell, she slipped off the rocks, and
sunk in inidchannel.

The crew are all safe.
The Zingara was a three-masted seow

of 184 tons. She was owned by Messrs.
A. I’’. Jagger and D. Gouk, of Auckland,
and was built by Mr. C. Bailey at Auck-
land in 1906.

‘

Thames By-Election.

Tire election of a representative to the

House of Representatives, made necessary
in the Thames electorate through the re-

tirement of the Hon. Jas. MeGowam has

been fixed for next Thursday week, Janu-
ary 28th. Nominations will close to-

day, and it is therefore evident
that there will be a short campaign.

Bathing Fatality.

A drowning accident occurred at
Brighton, Dunedin, on Sunday, the

victim being William Jeffs, aged
nineteen years. The deceased and

three companions, named Alfred
Clark, John Griffiths and Herbert Perry,
were bathing at the usual place, when
Jeff's swam out some distance by himself,
and found the current too strong to allow
him to get back.

When it was seen that he was in trou-
ble, Perry swam to his assistance, and
Jeff's said, “Try to save me, Herbert,”
Perry got hold of deceased three timew,
but the current was so strong that he had

to let go. Perry just managed to reach
the shore in an exhausted condition.

There is a rock about 200yds from the
scene of the accident, but it was impossi-
ble to reach it. The body has not been

recovered. Deceased was a. son of James
Jeffs, livery stables proprietor, and well
known in racing circles.

The High Commissioner .

Mr W- Hall-Jones, the new High Com-
missioner for New Zealand, has arrived
in London.

Port of Napier.

The annual statement of accounts of
the Napier Harbour Board dis-
closes a very -prosperous year.
The debit balance increased from

£1572 to £4681, but during the.

year no less a sum than £21,000 was

spent on harbour works.out of revenue,

which showed an increase of £6303. The

rent account of the Board, as the result

of the opening up of the Wharemoaranui

reserve, is increasing rapidly. The trade
of the breakwater shows a marked im-

provement, 482,797 tons of shipping hav-

ing been berthed during the year, an

increase of 66,000 tons, while the cargo
and live stock handled was greatly in

excess of the 1907 figures.
In regard to the poll for the proposed

loan to complete the breakwater, the

chairman anticipates that in view of the

very buoyant state of the revenue no in-

crease in the rate will be necessary.

A Much-Discussed Village.

Ohakune, the stop-over town of the
Main Trunk express, lays claim to be

the most discussed place within the Do-

minion at the present time, and one or

two facts in reference to it may be of
interest to the travelling public whose
business or pleasure takes them to the

township in question. That Ohakune is
forging ahead may be gathered from the

fact that a village homestead settlement
close to the town, of a total area of
500 acres, was recently submitted on the
renewable lease system in sections vary-
ing in area from 2 to 20 acres, and the

whole of these have been taken up. This

goes to show that many people have
great faith in tlie future of the district.

Sunday is observed on something like

Continental lines. As the whole week is

fully given up to business Sunday is
devoted to pleasure, and all and sundry,
from the youngest inhabitant to the old-
est, roll up to watch the football or

cricket matches played on the beautiful
domain adjoining the town. The towns-
people provided the funds for the erection'
of a very fine public hall and public
school, now attended by over 100 pupils,
which is one of the architectural features
of the place. The Government is urged
to take prompt steps to settle tlie native

and Crown lands surrounding the place
in reasonably small allotments, and thus

avoid a state of stagnation such as can

be seen, for instance, at Ohingaiti, where

something like 30,000 acres of the very,
best native lands have been leased for ai
long term at about 4/ per acre to three

gentlemen, who amongst them only em-

ploy six hands.

Tlie Otira Tunnel.

Mr Murdoch McLean states that

very satisfactory progress is being
made on the work of the tunnel at
Arthur’s Pass. The tunnel has been
pushed in for about 24 chains at the

Otira end. Water-power has been laid

on, and the plant is now ready}
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for working. At the Beuley end
the work to-day. At the Bealey end

it is hoped that the machines wilt be

working at the end of this month, or the
middle of February.

Air McLean states Unit the men are

contented, and are getting along well.

Only eight or ten men out of about 150,
left for the holidays, ami most of those
were married men who wished to go to

their families.
The recent award of the Arbitration

Court, Mr McLean said, is distinctly sat-

isfactory to himself, and he believes that

it is also satisfactory to the men. By
their actions, at any rate, they have

shown that they are contented. He has

offered to pay £ 1 a foot bonus for every
foot over 66 tunnelled in one week.
The. week before last 74 feel
were done, and the sum of
£8 will therefore be 'distributed
amongst 23 or 24 men, which will be at
the rate of about ]/- a day. Before the
holidays 57ft or 58ft a week was the rate

Jof progress. Mr McLean believes that
100ft can lie done, and with an average
of about 70ft or 75ft a week at the
Otira end. and something less at the
Bealey end, the big contract will be

completed at the end of its term in five

years.

Hospital at Taihape.

The question of the erection of a cot-

tage hospital at Taihape has been be.
fore the Wanganui Hospital Board for a

long time past. Settlers offered £SOO
towards the cost of erecting a building
and the annual sum of £IOO towards

maintenance. The Board decided that

upon this offer being put in writ-

ing by persons whose guarantee was

satisfactory to the Board, steps would

be taken to erect a cottage hospital at

Taihape without delay.

Storm on the Vfest Coast.

Tleefton district was visited by a storm
unequalled for years. Two days’ steady
rain culminated on Thursday in a terrific

downpour. In two hours the creeks, al-

ready greatly swollen, became roaring
torrents, sweeping down trees and bridges
and washing away everything movable.
The damage done is enormous.

j The Whangarei Carnival.

? . —

The Whangarei Carnival Committee

met last week, amf went into Hie finan-

cial position.
It was shown that the receipts

amounted to £976. and the liabilities to

£1257. Tims there was a deficiency of
£2Bl shown. The position may be im-

proved £2O when all the accounts are in.
There is a sum of £277 guaranteed,

which it is considered will be collected

without difficulty, with which to meet
the deficiency.

The Boot Trade.

At a conference of bootmakers from

(different parts of the Dominion, in

Cliristcliurch last, week, it was decided
to amalgamate the three bodies, which
have hitherto guarded the employers'
interests, and the new body will be

known as the Bootinanufaeturers’ Fed-
eration of New Zealand. The following
are the first officers:—.President, Mr. J.
A. I'rostiek (Christchurch); vice-presi-
dent and president-elect, Air. T. Hodgson
l( Auckland); secretary, Mr. A. H. Bridger
(Dunedin) ; treasurer, Air. Win. AlcKin-

lay (Dunedin); executive committee, the

president, vice-president, treasurer, and

James Hannah (Wellington).
A conference between representatives

of the New Zealand Boot Manufacturers'

EFedera-tion and the Jfew Zealand Boot-

makers’ Federation took place
at Christchurch, the business be-

ing to discuss details in con-

nection with a proposed industrial

agreement to take the place, of the exist-

ing award of the Arbitration Court. The
representatives of the Bootmakers’ (the
employees) Federation asked for con-

Biderable additions to the award—more

'favourable conditions, and greater re-

strictions outside the operation of their

>own individual work. As a result', the

conference failed to agree in the matter

of an industrial agreement.
At a meeting of the executive of the

(New Zealand Federated Boot Trade
.Union held subsequently a resolution was

(Carried to the effect that as the em-

ployers would not ‘’concede a fair rate of

wages and conditions ot employment” to
the workers, the necessary steps lie taken

to secure Clio abolition of duty on import-
ed boots and shoes.

The meeting was further of the opin-
ion that the only solution of the boot

and shoe trade difficulties was for the

Government to start State boot factories
throughout the Dominion, and the federa-

tion would again offer to loan the Go-
vernment £2OOO for the purpose.

The manufacturers i&mied a lengthy
manifesto in reply to the men’s demands
in the course of which they point out

that the demands for increased pay and

reduction of hours for those branches

■previously included in 'the award amount

to over thirty four per cent, upon th-

amount provided for in the old award,
■and in addition to this, it is sought
to include all unskilled workers at the
fullest rates provided for competent
workers, which, together with the aboli-

tion of the improver clause, would in
the opinion of the employers’ federation,
result ultimately in the absolute ruin

of the industry.
The manufacturers regard the two pro-

posals for the establishment of State
boot factories, and the abolition of the

duty on boots and shoes imported into
the colony, as most inconsistent with one

another. If free trade were granted, the
•State factories could not passibly keep
open in competition against the world,
and the employees would be thrown out

of employment. In conclusion, the

manufacturers state’’hhPC, ?yciw -nhr

manifesto states: “The manufacturers
challenge the closest investigation by the
proper authorities in the public interest
both with regard to the conditions of

■labour, and the net results of manu-

facturers arising out of the industry.”
The position in the trade is considered

serious.

More Immigrants .

Another large complement of immi-

grants to New Zealand landed in Auck
land last week from the s.s. Mamari,
numbering in all 377. Of this total no

less than 201, including 65 children under
12 years of age, were assisted. Some 113
of these 261 were nominated by relatives
in New Zealand for assisted passages.,
and for these work must of course be

guaranteed by the nominators. The pre*
sent batch -includes a number of large
families, many of these consisting of from

nine to thirteen members.
The following are the bookings to the

various ports in the Dominion: —Auck’

land, 120; Wellington, 90; Lyttelton, 60;
Port Chalmers, 301; Napier, 24; Wan-

ganui, 16; New Plymouth, 13; West-

port, 5; Pict-on, 4; Gisborne, 4f Timaru,
3; Nelson, 2; Greymout-h, 1. Amongst
the arrivals are 36 farmers, ]4 farm
labourers, and 38 domestic servants,

many other occupations being represent-
ed in each case by from one to four or

five members.- Twelve are wives who

are joining their husbands in New Zea-
land.

"Wreck: of the Kia Ora.

The enquiry -into the wreck of the

bcow Kia Ora, which was lost on the east

side of Kawau Island, Auckland, during
a heavy easterly gale, all hands but one

being drowned, was concluded last

week. The Court found that the cause

of the disaster was the negligent naviga-
tion of the master, who should have

gone outside Canoe Kock, instead of
trying to sail between it and the Kawau
in such a night. There was a sugges-
tion of insobriety, and Mr. Kettle, the
Chairman, said the Court had some dif-

ficulty in arriving at a decision. A re-

commendation was added to the finding
to the effect that the owtners of ves-

sels should be required to report to the

Collector of Customs any master or offi-

cer who is of intemperate habits, or win*
is in a state of intoxication when on

duty, or who is discharged for drunken-

ness.

The Price of Wool,

'The second wool sale of the -eason,

hold at Auckland last Wednesday, was

the largest ever held in the province,
the total ’number of bales offered being
7230, an increase of more than 2006 bales

over the January figures. The coarse

wool suffered a drop of from half to

one penny, while the competition for the

finer sorts showed a considerable falling
off, the American buyers refusing to op-
erate to any considenvble extent, owing
in matny cases to the unsatisfactory na-

ture of (he preparation of Hie fleece for

sale ami the packing. Some of the brok-

ers who wore interviewed offer the sale

said the wool generally was not so well

got up as in some of the Southern dis-

tricts, and in view of the increased
American demand it was desirable that
it should bo made as attractive as poa-

d-iblo, One of the largest wool growers

in the Waikato, -peaking to a "Star”

reporter, said that the charges of false
packing levelled against the Auckland

farmers, were without foundation. There
might be isolated ease-, where the bales
were packed with an intent to mislead

the buyers, but, in the vast majority
of cases, the only genuine complaint that
could be made was that the wool was

not properly classed. And, in this direc-
tion the farmer in question points out
that 1101’1 clas-ing must exist amongst
the small lots. The best price offered
was tenpence farthing for-a lot of thirty
bales, which was passed in. Romneys
sold up to eight and a-half, Shropshire*
to eight a quarter. Lincolns six and

a-half, and lamb -’ wool eight pence. Bel-
lies and pieces sold vei*

v
badly. Owing

'to the fall in values, a great many lots

were passed in, the price offered failing
to reach the reserve placed upon the

lot.-- catalogued.
The matter came up for discussion at

the meetings of the Auckland Agricultural
Asocial ion, and the allegations were re-

pudiated. It was pointed out that the

dates of the Auckland sales were not

conveniently fixed, with the result that

the 'big buyers could not attend, being
away at Christchurch, whore a larger
catalogue was offered, and it was de-

cided to see if the brokers could not

arrange more suitable dates. The Associa-
tion also decided to have a properly
graded wool exhibit at the next Auckland
Winter Show, with an expert to explain
matters.

At the third of this season’s wool sales,

held at Christchurch last week, there was

a decline of about a halfpenny in superior
wools as compared with the previous sale,

but mediums sold up to recent quotations
or else in the grower’s favour. Ihe

prices realised by pieces constituted a

record for the season.

The Antwerp wool sates last week

opened with good competition ou English
and German account, prices improving
five to ten centimes for morion* and ten

centimes for cross-bred*. Of La Plata

wool, 2050 bales were offered, and 1392

sold, while a further 250 bales were sold
after the sales.

The Financial Barometer.

The banking averages for the December

quarter last year show that there is again

a substantial increase.in the advances and

discounts a very heavy decrease in the

free deposits or current account balances,

and shrinkages in note circulation and

metal reserve. New Zealand is holding
its own, hut there is still reason for ex-

ercising care and caution. With bounti-

ful returns from the agricultural and

pastoral industries, and lessened imports,
there is hound to bo a revival in trade,
and a return to prosperity.

Miss Ada Ward.

Ada Ward, the prominent actress, who

some time ago renounced the stage for

the Salvation Army, will visit Dunedin

next April in the Army’s interests.

Napier’s Needs.

The lion. A. W . Hogg last week in-

vestigated a number of requirements in

regard to Public Works, more particu-
larly the necessity for a bridge over the

Ksk River, and the deviation of the road

at Tangoio to avoid the sea washout.

These two works are considered neces-

sary to give permanent communications

with the district. Mr. Hogg left for

Wellington to-day.

Our Flax Export.

The figures for the past year in con-

nection with the flax industry in Auck

land district show a serious falling off

in the output as compared with that for

1907, and to this must be added the fact

that lower prices had to be accepted for

what tlax was produced. The relative

figures are as follows: -In 1907, 47.750

bales passed through the hands of (he

Government grader, or about 6717 tons,
but in 1908 the quantity was 21.247 bales,
or 3555 tons, a decrease of 3162 tons for

the year just ended. Ihe annual returns

of the Agricultural Department show

(hat while there was such a falling off’

in the hemp graded, Auckland topped
Wellington. During 1908, 43.692 bales

of (lax were graded in Auckland, and

42,741 bales at Wellington. Another in-

teresting item in the returns is the fact

that Wellington only exported one bale of

superior and 13 bales of “fine,” which

proves clearly that the. higher grades
of flax are not wanted, but good, strong,
clean hemp suitable for twine and cord-

age jHirposes, Canterbury and Blenheim

are still producing a little fine tlax. bill
it seems certain that our hemp market*
will not recover so long as 25 to 30
thousand bale- ol Manila hemp can be

put into London each week at compara-
tively low prices.

A Long Voyage.

On Tuesday of last week i
which had been dropped overboard from

the Corintiiic 12 months before, wu

picked up on the Otaki beach. 4hr mes-

sage which the bottle contained was

addressed "llemi Swift, Marton.” Tho

find was duly recorded in th* "D omift ■
ion.” ami some day* later the hutjf
arm of coincidence was manifc*h»d in
the following letter which appeared ut

the paper’s column-: -“I wa- surprised
on reading my 'Dominion’ today to see

that the bottled note I threw ovcrbo-ir-t
in midocran (about half wav between

Capetown and Hobart) from the ( or

inthic, had arrived in *?ew Zealand, hi I
within *l9O mile- of M irlon the place
1 was coming to in N<‘vv Zealand. It is

12 months ago this month since I threw
it over, and it seems wonderful to think
it has travelled upon the ocean at the

very l<*a*t 59(H) miles, or maylr- 29 times
as far. Could you help inc to recover

the message, to add to my .-ttuk of
curiosities from various pari* of

world? Vours respectfully, Henri Ct
Swift.”

The Tourist Traffic.

Touri.-t* from overseas are uof so

'numcrou- thi- -ummcr as has been the

case for a few yeiirs past. Speaking
to a business man whose duties bring him
into contact with the touring public,
an explanation for the falling away
was received by a Wellington reporter.
England, he said, was considorablv up
set by the industrial ferment which had

followed the financial panic of a vc;w

ago. '1 he new conditions anticipated
as the possible outcome of the proposed
licensing legislation at Home have only
served to accentuate a certain anxiety
among the moneyed classes. America,
which sent a good many tourists a couple
of years ago, had also had it*- money

trouble-, and New Zealand had .-uffered

in it* own little way (a* London and
Paris had in a very big way) from the

slackening in the tourist traffic. New
Zealand’s pummel' in.tlovv lias, in year. 4
past, come from Australia. Even there,
however., an inlhienec has been at work
to check the number of trippers to the

Dominion. this influence is the tourist

bureaux which the different Statics have

instituted for the purpose of bringing
home to the Australian public places of
interest and scenic charm within their

own gates. Sime the establishment of

these .agencies the tendency of Austral-

ians to visit New Zealand has appar-
ently become less.

Railway Retrenchments.

Several paragraph* in different pajiera
suggesting that retrenching is going on

in the railway service were brought
under the notice of the Hon. J. \. Mil-
lar (Minister for Railways), who said

there was no need t • keep on men-who

were taken on *po<ially in connect iott

with the extra work required for get-
ting the Main Trunk Line and rolling
stock ready.

r l he ordinary staff was not

■being reduced only extra hands, and

to make it is easy a* pos-ible the De-

partment spread reduclions over a period
of two months January and lebm.iry.

COMMONWEALTH

Youthful Suicide.

A sensational incident occurred

at Elsternvvivk. \ idoria. last week \

schoolbov mimed Budge, 12 years of age,

deliberately placed his head on the line

in front of an advancing engine.
The driver had no time to pull up (he

engine, which passed over the young
suicide’s head, decapitating him.

The lad’* motive is unknown.

By One Vote.

’I hr N.iSAV. Labour Council has now se-

cured the right to order a general strikev

without reference to the various unions.

This large power was only obtained by
one vote.

The new' presidvnt, Thyer, declared
himself a Socialist,
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The Broken Hill Trouble.

Broken Hill was startled by a heavy
explosion last week.

It was found that the water main sup-
plying Block Ten mine had been blown

up by dynamite.
Counsel for the combined Barrier

unions on Thursday applied to Mr. Jus-
tice Higgins for a rule nisi to restrain the

Proprietary Company from continuing
the lock-out until the matter comes be-

fore. the Federal Arbitration Court.
Mr Justice Higgins was not satisfied

that a case for an injunction had been
made out. The Proprietary might, ajsirt
from the industrial dispute, he said,
be closing down for business reasons. He

granted the rule nisi, returnable on the

22m1, in order to give the company a

chance of showing cause.

There are now over .37)0 police at
Broken Hill.

While the police were searching in the

vicinity of the recent explosion another

l»omb, fully charged, with a 12in. fuse

attached, was found.

It is rumoured that some other mines
intend to close down shortly.

An ice wagon belonging to the Barrier

let Company was blown to fragments by
dynamite on Sunday.

The outrage is believed to be a re-

prisal <»n the company for supplying ice

to the Proprietary mine.

Cost of Defence.

'I he total cost of Australian defence
last year, exclusive of the naval subsidy,
was £882.000. There were 22.044 men

under arms, which was 0425 less than in
1901, while the cost of administration
was greater by £9542 than in the last-
mentioned year.

THE OLD COUNTRY.

The new issue of half-a-million stock

by Dalgety and Co. has been fully sub-
Beribed.

Reuter’s Agency states that the Im-

perial Government does not intend to re-

gain Imperial control of Esquimault.
The Meteorological Office is daily re-

ceiving systematic ethergrams describing
the weather conditions from many steam-

ers crossing the Atlantic.
Lord Glenesk, who died In December,

left an estate valued at £379,533. Prac-

tically all of this is left to his daughters
the Countess of Bathurst.

A three days’ international aeronautic

conference has commenced at the Hotel

Ritz, in London. There are forty dele-

gates present from different countries.

The Union Bank of Australasia has
declared a dividend of 10 per cent, and

a bonus of 2 per eefit; £lO,OOO is writ-
ten oil the colonial premises account,
£20,000 added to the reserve, and £37,000
carried forward.

The Colonial Office’s Visual Instruction

Committee has issued seven lectures on

the United Kingdom, illustrated by lan-

tern slides, also lectures on the colonies

ami India, the cost of which will be de-

frayed by a special fund.
The Rev. Baxter, prophetic editor of

tin “Christian Herald,” has obtained

£5OO damages for libel against the news-

paper •'Mimi,” for describing him as a

charlatan.

Under the Prevention of Corruption
Acl Samuel Harris, a general merchant,
.->( Barbican, a district of London, has

»<n sentenced to six months’ imprison-
ment for offering the clerk of a collecting
firm money to declare that goods from

Germany were below the invoice value.

Aviation.

The Aeronautical Conference has de-
cided to found prizes totalling £48.000
for aviation competitions, and appointed
a c ommittee to discuss with various Go-

y, rnments the regulation of the traffic of
aerial navigation.

■ \\e are on the ere of tremendous
changes in methods of warfare. The de-

velopment of aerial navigation is bound

to bring about wonderful results. Just

what the full effect will be I cannot

fi retell, but the airship cannot help but

play an important part in the civilisation
of the future.” The foregoing is the
prophecy !<• by Victor 11. Metcalf,
forn.et Secretary of the Navy, in an in-

terview al I.os Angeles last month. "The
navigation of the air,” he continued, “has
L n aeeomplisli-d beyond all question,
I e.| it), its pres- ,il oiigims, the Wright
mo plane, 1 am convinced, can mako

200 miles at a Hight, and can be per-
fectly controlled.” He said that all that

remains to be done is the working out

of the details, such as devising a new

method of starting the aeroplane and per-
fecting motive power. Metcalf said he

hoped the various powers would do away
with mines and torpedoes, even if dis-

armament is not agreed upon. Continu-
ing, he said the development of the air-

ship and aeroplane will have more to do
than anything else with disarmament, as
the only possible way to meet a fleet of
aerial craft would be with a similar fleet.
In regard to the flevt in the Pacific, Met-
calf said that with the increase in the size
of the navy, a fleet will be maintained in
the Pacific similar to the one in the
Atlantic. He said that at the same time

additional naval bases must be provided.

The Paparoa Fire.

A survey of the butter aboard the
steamer Paparoa, upon which a fire broke
out while on a voyage from New Zealand
to London, is proceeding.
. The contents of Nos. 1 and 2 holds
were affected by smoke. The damage to
No. 3 hold varies greatly, but a consider-

able quantity is unfit for consumption.

- Getting Slack.

The Bishop of Chester (Dr. F. J.
Jayne), in a speech delivered to-day,
said that unless the Terrtiorials
were maintained on an adequate footing
it was highly probable that the country
would be driven to compulsory service.

This would, he believed, have a bene-
ficial influence on the national physique
and character, which greatly needed dis-
cipline.

Curing Drunkards.

The report of the Departmental Com-

mittee <m the working of the Inebriates

Act notes a decided failure to apply the

provisions of the Act.
It suggests that offenders be treated

according to a graduated scale, beginning
with measures of the mildest character

and increasing the stringency if leniency
proves ineffectual.

The committee also suggests some new

methods of dealing with criminal inebri-
ates.

The committee further holds that no

permanent settlement of the difficulty is

possible except on a basis of State respon-

sibility.
The Inebriates Acts, 1898 and 1899,

made compulsion legal in the case of
such drunkards as by repeated drunken-■
ness in public or by crime brought them-

selves within reach of legal procedure.
The Licensing Act, 1902, gave power to

commit a wife who was an habitual

drunkard to a retreat. In his report for

the year 1905. issued in 1907. the inspec-
tor under the Inebriates Acts, Mr. R.

Welch Branthwaite, said that the com-

mittal of habitual drunkards to prison
had proved useless and inhumane, and

that the only chance of reform for habi-

tual drunkards was early committal to

special medical treatment and avoidance
of prison routine. Chronic and irreform-
able drunkards should be permanently
detained. There are three kinds of insti-

tutions to which inebriates may be sent:

viz.— (1) Certificated Inebriate Reforma-
tories, (2) State Inebriate Reformatories,
which are for the worst cases, and, (3)
Licensed Retreats, in which there has

been marked improvement in late years.
There are four Male Reformatories in

England and Wales (at Warwick; Bren-
try, near Bristol; Newdigate, near

Dorking; and Cattal, near York), and

12 Female Reformatories (at Aylesbury;
Brentry, near Bristol; Duxhurst, near

Reigate; East Harding: Farmfield, near

Horley; Horfield, near Bristol; Whalley,
near Blackburn; Chesterfield; Ackworth,
near Pontefract: Ashford. Middlesex;
Lewes; and Cattal, near York. In 1905

there were 443 committals. In Scotland

there is a State Inebriate Reformatory
at Perth, besides local reformatories at

Girgcnti, Greenock, ami Lanarkshire, amt

the Scottish Labour Colony, Dumfries-

shire. There were 45 committals in

1905.

Not always Suitable.

The British Passenger Agents’ Associa-

tion has sent Air. Wade, Premier of New

South Wales, a strong protest against
entrusting the selection of emigrants for
New South Wales to the Salvation Army.

At their meeting, called to discuss the
subject, the members reviewed the conse-

quences to Canada of a similar scheme,
and claimed that the results would be
the same in New South Wales.

An Auckland Loan.

The City of Auckland is issuing 90,000
4 per cents, at 100J.

Froien Meat Trade.

The New South Wales Colonial Con-

signment Company’s annual review of
the frozen meat trade anticipates t]iat
lower prices will rule during the current

year than those previously during 1908.

The review advances as a reason for
this the statement that the purchasing
power of the mass of the people is re-

stricted, and the rate of meat consump-
tion can only be maintained at low

prices.

Depression.

The “Tinies” states that the business
of the London banks’ clearing-house
showed a shrinkage of £61,000,000 com-

pared with 1907.
All the provincial clearing-houses show

a proportionate reduction.
The railway receipts also showed a

heavy reduction.

Frozen Meat Trade.

Weddel’s review of the meat trade anti-
cipates that beef and lambs may main-
tain their prices. Mutton does not pro-
mise well. The prospects are that the

supply will be larger and the demand
lesser than they were a year ago.

Reforming the Lords.

Air Winstone Churchill (President of
the Board of Trade), speaking at Bir-

mingham last week regretted that mili-

tant Radicalism had fallen into the grip
of a narrow-minded set of Liberal-Union-
ist politicians without a single generous
principle of government.

Air Churchill did not deny that the re-

cent by-elections had involved a sensible
reaction of feeling of an unfavourable
character, but such elections were In-

sufficient to deflect the Government’s pol-
icy one hair’s-breadth.

The Government would only dissolve
at a time most advantageous to the gen-
eral interest of the progressive cause.

He ridiculed the air of solemn humbug
with which the Marquis of Lansdowne
habitually invested the proceedings of

the House of Lords.

Effective and far-reaching reform of

the House of Lords must be the issue at

the general election, whatever the result.

No Liberal Government at any future

time would assume office without securing
guarantees that such reform would be
carried out.

After claiming that the Government;
had done much legislatively, and was abl<,
to do much more, Mr Churchill chal->
lenged the House of Lords to force a dis-
solution by rejecting the next Budget.
If they really desired a speedy appeal to

the country, personally he would be quite
content to see the battle fought as speed-
ily as possible upon the plain and simple
issue of aristocratic rule against repre-
sentative government, and between the
reversion to protection and the mainten-
ance of freetrade, and between a tax on

bread and a tax on—well, never mindl
what.

The statement was received with laugK-i
ter.

The Coal Trade.

A hundred representative North-east
coast shipowners met at Newcastle last
week, and resolved to form an inter-
national combination to regulate the
supply of tonnage to the demand.

Mr Walter Runciman, the chairman,
stated that nearly two million tons of

shipping were idle, and dividends had
dropped nearly 30 millions. . ‘

The British Army.

Lord Lucas, Under secretary for War,
in a speech at Belfast, said that Britain

was able to immediately send 166.000
men abroad, but that there was still a

shortage of five thousand officers. I.

Fastest in the World.

H.M. torpedo boat destroyer Tartar,
steaming under war conditions, exceeded
a speed of 38 knots per hour.

No other vessel afloat has equalled this
speed, and the world's record still lies
with the British Navy.

H.M.s. Tartar, one of the larger type
of torpedo boat, was launched in June,
1907, and her official trials, when she

developed a speed of 36 knots, were car-

ried out a year ago. Evidently her war;
trials were withheld until the engines
had time to settle to their smoothest
running. The Admiralty recently decid-
ed not to build such fast destroyers,
and the nine vessels of this type are

being built for a speed of twenty-five
knots, a saving of about £20,000 each.

Ask JOHN ROBERTS!
He ought to know. John not only plays billiards ; he plays
billiards so excellently that his opinion on tables is the most
authoritative in theworld. He swears BY Alcock’s and AT some

of the others. In his enthusiasm he has said that he would

sooner play on an Alcock than on any other. The famous firm

holds a certificate of the superexcellence of the Alcock tables

signed by this famous player.

DO YOU PLAY BILLIARDS?

If not you should. A peerless game at all times, it is Monarch

Absolute of all games for the home. It trains the
eye and the

nerves to an exquisite responsiveness. It is the most interesting
game onearth. The game of life is scarcely more delicate and

alluring.
To mention billiards is to think ofALCOCKS’. Inother manu-

factures there are many peers. As to the manufacture of
Billiard Tables and Accessories ALCOCK AND CO. STAND

FIRST AND UNAPPROACHABLE. Here, by way of example,
is one perfect table. There areothers that cost even less, and some

that cost more. But for average requirements this one is con-

fidently recommended ■

THE STANDARD TABLE.
Full Size, Eight Massive Turned and Canted Legs. The Incom-

parable Alcock Slate Bed and Cloth. With Six E.B. Cues, Six
Ash Cues, Cue Rack, Marking Board, Long and Three-quarter Butts,
Billiard.Rules in Frame, Set of Billiard Balls, Long and Short Rests,
Iron, Brush and Baulk Circle, Packed in strong cases.

ONE HUNDRED GUINEAS.

IF THERE IS ANYTHING YOU WANT TO KNOW
ABOUT BILLIARDS, ALCOCKS MATURED EXPERI-

ENCE AND KNOWLEDGE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE.

_ WRITE I

Alcock and Co.,
WELLINGTON,

LONDON, MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY.
to

Also: ALCOCK & CO., Victoria Buildings, Auckland. T. C. Bragge, Mana;
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EUROPE.

The Prussian Minister of Finance, in
his Budget, estimates the deficit for the

coming year at £7,800,000.
The Krupp works at Essen have com-

menced the construction ot aerial tor-

pedoes on the pattern recently purchased
from a Swedish inventor.

A bill is being passed through the

French Chamber of Deputies providing
for the adoption by France of legislation
o nthe lines of the British Patents Act.

The Kaiser, addressing the Grenadier
Guards in Berlin, of which the Emperor
Francis Josef is honorary colonel, eulo-

gised the Austrian Emperor's loyalty to

the Triple Alliance, and remarked that
more arduous days might come when a

true atty would be of great value.

Waking Vp.

The Grand Vizier (Kiamil Pasha) in-

formed the Turkish Chamber last week
that German instructors had been en-

gaged to reorganise the army and Brit-
ish officers to reorganise the navy, mak-

ing them more in conformity with the

Country's needs.
The Government considered that the

new regime hail completely changed the

aspect of the Macedonian problem, and

expressed a hope of the immediate solu-

tion of the Bosnia and Herzegovina dif-

ficulty.
A favourable issue of the situation

with Bulgaria was hoped for, and he an-

ticipated a solution of the Cretan ques-
tion, with the co-operation of the pro-
tecting Powers, on the basis of maintain-

ing and safeguarding Turkish rights.
The Chamber passed a vote of con-

fidence in the Cabinet.

The Sultan of Turkey’s son and nine

other officers are to join the American

navy to study naval matters.

The Porte purposes employing British,

French and Italian officers of gendarmerie
in Macedonia for re-organising the police
of the district, Foreign officers will also

be employed in many of the surrounding
vilayets.

Killed on The Alps.

An avalanche in the Schall Alps, Gri-

sons, killed Dr. Spicer, son of Evan

Spicer, the well-known paper maker. An-

other son narrowly- escaped, being swept
away by the same avalanche.

A Female Spy.

Fraulein Petersen, governess in a Ger-

man naval family-, and the accomplice of

the traitor Dietrich, who was arrested

some months ago, has been sentenced at

Leipsig to four years’ imprisonment for

treason, the charge being one of espion-
age, it is supposed in the service of

France.
Dietrich was sentenced to five years’

imprisonment on a charge of plotting to

reveal to France the secret of the manu-

facture of German smokeless powder.

Reprieved.

The Czar has reprieved the thirty-two
workmen who were sentenced to death

at Ekaterinoslav in the earlier part of

this month for taking part in the railway
strike of 1905, the men having been court-
martialled and sentenced after having

quietly pursued their avocations for

three years.
Other death sentences have also been

commuted, and many terms of penal ser-

vitude have been reduced.
The last terrorist plot against theRoyal

family and high officials was attributed

to the many executions and heavy sen-

tences in Russia,

The Russian Loan,

Of the impending Russian loan of fifty-
six millions sterling, six millions will
be reserved for the London market,
£1,200,000 for Amsterdam, and the re-

mainder will be floated in France.
Of the - French allotment, thirty-two

millions will be devoted to the redemp-
tion of the five per cent Treasury bonds
issued in 1904.

Mine Disaster.

An explosion occurred in the Daman
Anka colliery-, at Visdanrem, Hungary,
last week.

There were two hundred miners on

duty at the time, ami of these 56 were

killiul by the explosion or burned to

death in the fire.

Indifferent to Money.

Father John of Kronstadt, the famous

Russian cleric, who died a fortnight ago,
left a fortune of £200,000.

His library was found to be strewn
with bank notes and cheques, which had

been carelessly placed among books and

manuscripts.
Enormous gifts had been showered up-

on the deceased during his lifetime, but
he was quite indifferent to money, and

had neither cashed the cheques nor in-

vested the money given him.

More Earthquakes.

The great catastrophe in Calabria and
Sicily has been followed by severe earth-

quakes in Northern Italy.
The shocks were felt right across the

peninsula, a great area being affected.

Genoa, Milan, Venice, Florence, and

Padua all felt the shocks severely, and

the smaller towns and villages of north-
ern Italy were all shaken.

Much damage to property has been
done in all the towns mentioned.

At Imola, near Bologna, the shocks

were very severe, and a panic occurred

among the inhabitants.

So far no loss of life has been reported.

The
" Clean-up.”

The Turkish Grand Vizier has accepted
Austria’s offer of compensation for the

annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
after vainly claiming another half a

million.

The Vienna Bourse is greatly excited

over the settlement, stocks rising con-

siderably when the announcement was

made.

The Russian Ambassador to Constanti-

nople has informed Xiamil Pasha, the

Grand Vizier, that £650,000 is the ut-

most that Bulgaria is able to pay as com-

pensation to Turkey on the declaration

of her independence.
He expressed the hope that the Porte

would accept the offer.

The British, French, and German Am-

bassadors spoke in similar terms.

A Strange Scene.

An enormous crowd treated the quad-
ruple execution in Paris last week as a

popular fete.

They shouted "Death to the murder-

ers” as they were led to the guillotine,
and cheered’ the fall of each head.

Just before his death, Abel Pollet, ons

of the condemned men, admitted a list

of 250 crimes.

Studying Explosives.

The rooms of two students, sons of a

university 7 professor, near the Tsarskoe

Selo station, St. Petersburg, were raided

by the police last week.

Fifteen pounds of dynamite and ap-

paratus for the making of bombs were

seized.

Germany to Brazil.

The first section of the German cable

to Pernambuco, the easternmost portion
of the Brazilian coast, will shortly be

laid from Boskum, one of the East Iri-

sian islands, and th most westerly spot
in Germany, to Teneriffe.

The cable willproceed thence to Monro-

via, capital of Liberia, on the coast of

Africa, this section being also laid this

year, while the third section, from Monro-

via to Pernambuco, will be laid early in

1910.

King Edwards Visit to Berlin.

The German commercial middle classes

desire to specially welcome King Edward

on his visit to Berlin during the second

week in February.
The Merchant Elders propose to hold a

reception in the great hall of the Stock

Exchange.

Reparation.

The Russian Government's compensa-
tion to Mr. Nicolas Luxemburg, a

nationalised British subject, for wrongful
arrest and imprisonment at Odessa,
amounts to £lOOO.

Mr. Nicolas Luxemburg was arrested
last year, on his arrival in Odessa, on a

charge of being concerned in the revolu-

tionary propaganda. He was in prison
for a month, and was then released

through the efforts of the British Consul

at Odessa, after proof of his naturalisa-
tion had been produced.

Death of Roshdestvensky.

The death is announced by Reuter's St.

Petersburg correspondent of Admiral

Roshdestveiiskv, the commander in chief

of the Russian Baltic fleet winch was

annihilated in the battle of lau-shima on

May 27 and 28, 1905.

Admiral Roslulestvensky, whose death

was prematurely announced in May last,

figures prominently in the history of the

war in the Far East as the commander of

Russia's forlorn hope, and he will always

lie remembered, in England in particular,
in connection with the "North Sea inci-

dent,*’ when his panic-stricken ships, in

steaming out of the Baltic, fired on a

number of poor, undefended British

fishermen who, all unsuspecting their

danger, were plying their calling over the

Dogger Bank. Though his last exploits
clouded his career the admiral made his

mark and gained his position in the fleet

not by favouritism, but by his bravery

as a young officer, his hard work, and his

repute as a tactician. He was a native

of Moscow 7, where he was born exactly

sixty years ago, and after passing
through the recognised course of profes-
sional training, he suddenly made his

name in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-8.
He was already 7 recognised as a gunnery

expert, and was in command of a gun-
boat named the Vesta. He behaved with

extraordinary daring in attacking the

larger Turkish ironclads, and gained the
coveted St. George’s Cross. He subse-

quently served as naval attache at the

Russian Embassy in London for several

years, where he made many 7 friends, and

during the Chino-Japanese war he was

Admiral Alexieff’s second in command in

the Far East. It was during his service

as captain that he attracted attention as

a tactician, and, in the light of later
events, it is curious to recall that in con-

versation and in professional lectures,
he always advocated a bold attack as be-

ing the best defence. A stern disciplin-
arian, he was a singularly silent man,
who kept his own counsel.

Six y’ears ago he commanded the Rus-

sian Squadron which was present jt

Reval on the occasion of the meeting of
the Czar and the German Emperor, and

he manoeuvred his ships with a skill

which was the subject of general remark

at the time, and led to his appointment
forthwith as an aide-de-camp to the Czar.
Shortly afterwards the admiral was

selected as chief of the headquarters
staff, and thus was at the head of the

Intelligence Department when the war

with Japan broke out so dramatically.
When Admiral Makaroff was killed. Ad-

miral Skrydloff shut up in Vladivostock,
and the main part of the Russian fleet

imprisoned in Port Arthur, Roshdestvefi-

sky was selected to take the command of
the miscellaneous assortment of ships
which came to be known as “the Baltic

Fleet.” He was responsible for the or-

ganisation of the force, with all its

glaring defects, and he commanded it

during its long journey to the Far East
—an achievement in itself remarkable,
snd reflecting no slight credit on the
admiral’s organising skill, persistency,
and intrepid courage. Then after months
of unending anxiety7 , he met his fate in
the Sea of Japan. It is unnecessary' to
recall the battle in which Admiral Togo
and the Japanese Fleet won all the

laurels. When the Russian admiral’s

flagship was sinking, he, wounded, was

transferred to a torpedo boat destroyer,
was overtaken by the victors, and cap-
tured, was taken to Japan, and remained
there a prisoner in hospital, to be at last

returned to his native country after the
conclusion of peace, put on his trial, anil
his whole career, not without brilliant
incidents, buried beneath the condemna-

tion of a court-martial of his brother
officers.

ASIA.

Yellow Gaining Ground.

Dr. Sven Hodin. the famous explorer,
who has just completed a lengthy tour
of discovery in C entral Asia, interviewed

at Moscow, said that British influence

was waning in Tibet.

The country is. he says, becoming a

Chinese province. It is garrisoned by
Chinese, and there are many Chinese

officials in the country.

Japan's Aims.

Prince Ito. Japanese Resident General
in Korea, in the course of a striking
speech nt Tnikn, strenuously combatted
the idea that Japan was aiming to over

throw Korea and make the kingdom a

province of .Japan.
He dts iared that the sovereigns of

Japan and Korea were in mutual frater-
nal relation*, and that he would be

grieved if friction arose between the two

people*.

AFRICA.

Mulai Ilafid. the new Sultan of Moroe*
co, has welcomed the French military
mission to Fez.

The vast majority of the people of the

Transvaal are opposed to the unification
of South Africa unless Pretoria is made

the capital.

The Mullah Once More.

The Somali Mullah is again giving
trouble.

Last week he looted 20 000 camels and

killed many natives friendly to the

British.
Fearing that the British protectorate

may be attacked, 300 of the King's Afri-
can Rides have arrived at Bertiera from

Nyassaland, also an Indian contingent of

400 from Bombay.

Dangerous Work.

Reuter’s ’ Capetown correspondent re-

ports that a nunilier of natives fiercely
attacked the Anglo (iernian boundary
commissioners, who are delimiting the

frontier of the Cameroons and British
Southern Nigeria.

After five days’ fighting, the natives

were dispersed, the British and Germans

losing five killed and 19 wounded*

AMERICA.

Reuter’s Washington correspondent re-

ports that Mr Elihu Root (.American
Secretary of state) and Mr Janies

Bryce (the British Ambassador at

Washington) have signed a treaty set-

tling the difficulties lietween the United

States and Canada regarding the use of

common waters upon the Canadian lakes

Information Wanted.

At Senator Foraker’s instance the

Vnited States Senate has ordered the

Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Geo.* B.

Cortelyou, to furnish a detailed report of

how President Roosevelt disposed of the

000.000 dollars emergency fund placed
at his disposal at the time of the financial

panic in November, 1907.

The Colour Tine.

Bills introduced into the Californian

Legislature empower the segregation of

Japanese and Chinese by municipalities,
bar Japanese children from public
schools, and put various business re-

straints upon them.

President Roosevelt characterises the

measure as a piece of b»lly, bad faith, and

iniquity.
The Japanese Press is evincing great

indignation on the -object of this legisla-
tion.

Mine on Fire.

An explosion in a coal mine at Switch-

back. Virginia, killed 50 men.

It is feared that another 100, who were

below at the time, are doomed, the mine

having caught tire.

Pananma Canal.

Senator 1 lopkin- has introduced into

the I nited State- Senate a bill authoris-

ing the issue of Panama ( anal bonds to

the value of £ 100.000,OH). He refused to

admit am likelihood of a sea level

canal.

In hi- final me--age to Congress,
President Roosevelt, i< felling to the

canal, -aid: “ I he woik on the Panama

Canal is being done with > il. < 111. mm y
and entire* devotion i.« duty whi.h make

it a model for all work of the kind. No

task of such magnitude has ever before

been undertaken t»y any nation: and

no task of the kind ha- ever be< n let-

ter performed. The men on the isth-
mus. from Colonel <ioethal- and hi- fel-

low loinuii-sioncts through ih«» entire
list of employees who are faithfully do-

ing their duty. have \ m their right to

the ungrudging r*’-| l ami gratitude ot
the American people.’’
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U.S.A. Navy.

The Navul Committee of the United
States liou.se of llepresentulives has re-

ported in favour of the aj»f>ropriation of

only 29,000,000 dollars (about £0,000,-
000) for the construction of two, not

four gigantic battleships, as recommend-
ed by Mr Newbery, Secretary for the

Fatal Deiuoustratiou.

A demonstration against the Light and

Power Company at Rio de Janeiro devel-
oped into riots, which extended over

throe nights, against the violent police
methods of quelling the disturbances.

Many of the i inters were killed or in-

jured.

Secret Service Work.

During 1908 the United States Con-
gress appropriated nearly a million and

a-ha If sterling for secret service work.

The total appropriation for prosecuting
fraudulent officers and preventing frauds

in the various branches of the public
service exceeded £4,700,000.

The Unwritten Law.

Thornton Haines, who in -August last
held back the crowd at the muzzle of his

revolver while his brother. Captain
Haines, tired six shots at William Annis,
a New York publisher, whom the latter

accused of dishonouring his wife, has

been acquitted at b’lusuing on a charge
of being an accessory before the fact

Captain Haines is now awaiting trial.

Railway Smash,

A sensational disaster, involving heavy
loss of life, occurred near Denver, Colo-
rado, on Saturday.

A passenger train collided with a heavy
goods train, which was going in the op-
posite direction, the impact being terri-
fic.

I’he drawing-room car of the passenger
train was telescoped by Hie force, of the

collision, and of its 69 passengers only
one was left alive, Hie 68 being either

killed outright ur so seriously ..injured
that they died within a few hours..

'l’he only passenger to survive the col-
lision was a si.x-year-old girl, who was

foflnd alive under her mouther’s dead

body.
The wreckage caught fire, but the offi-

cials of the trains speedily extinguished
the outbreak by means of snow from the
drifts alongside the line.

The Strenuous Life.

There have been murmurings amongst
army and naval officers in America

against an order recently issued by Presi-

dent Roosevelt that all military and

naval officers should periodically ride 90

miles in three days.
In order to demonstrate the reason-

’ableness of the order, President- Roose-

,velt yesterday rode 98 miles through mud

and slush in 17 hours without showing
"fatigue.

President Roosevelt’s gospel of the

etrenuous life occasionally lands his per-
sonal entourage in trouble. Recently, as

a means of training for his hunting in

Africa, he led a party of officers on a

Tough cross-country tramp. His follow
ing consisted of about 60, old and young,
jdini and otherwise, including Major-
General Bell himself, Secretary Garfield,
and Mr Robert Bacon, and they went

tor a l<mg tramp through rock, creek,
and park. In roughrider garb, Mr Roose-

velt led the officers through what is de-

scrilwd as “a crosscountry walk.”
"'mounting cl i fl’s,” "Marathon run,” ‘'ob-

stacle race,” "steeplechase and water

jump.” Wading and splashing through
rock, creek and returning home in

drenched clothes was one of the many

trials the officers submitted to. 'l’he

President beamed throughout.; the others

did not.

Strong Language.

Senator Tillman’s speech in the Senate

was the most striking episode of the de-

bate on President Roosevelt's message to

Congress. 'l’he galleries were packed, a

riotous rush being made to secure ad-

mittiinee.

Senator 'tillman, replying to the Pre-

sident’s attack, denied doing anything
Illegal in connection with the Oregon
land transactions. He accused President

Roosevelt of personal malice, calling
him a dodger and a coward.

While, he said, President Roosevelt
shielded his dear friend, Mr Harriman,
who held two million acres of the publiu
domain, he attacked him (Senator Till-
man) for wanting to buy 1440 acres. He

demanded a sarching investigation into

the whole business.

The speech was hoard in silence, and

there was no applause.

Recently President Roosevelt published
details of an investigation by post office
inspectors and by secret service agents of

the connection of Senator Tillman with

an alleged land grab in Oregon. Presi-
dent Roosevelt declared that Senator

Tillman used his influence as a Senator

in an effort to force the Government to

compel a railroad corporation to relin-

quish the control of land grants from the

United States in order to enable him and

his family and his secretary to profit by
the purchase of the land. Air. Roosevelt
also alleged that Senator Tillman fre-

quently used his “franking” privileges in
the conduct of his private business.

The “New York Evening Journal,” \V.

R. Hearst’s paper, publishes a notable

article defending President Roosevelt

from the many attacks now being made

upon the retiring President.

The “Journal” remarks: “Now that

President Roosevelt is leaving office every
Trust jackal is biting his heels. But the

people know that President Roosevelt

has spoken the truth in his denunciations
of Wall-street and the Trusts.”

SHARE LIST.

Paid- Liability
per

Share. Company LastQuotation.up.

£ s. d.

3 6 8

£

31
BANKS-

Ne w Z mland ex div ..

£ a. d.

8 11 0
2 10 0 15 National 1 2 6

40 0 0 40 Australasia 104 0 0
25 0 0 50 Union of Australia 60 0 0

20 0 0 20 New South Wales 45 10 0

2 0 0 8 '
INSURANCE—

New Zealand, Limited 3 17 0
0 10’ 0 Unld National 1 8 6
0 10 Q 41 South Britisn 2 9 6
0 15 0 01 Standard .. 1 3 6

0 10 0 8}
FINANCIAL—

N.Z. Loan & Mercantile 0 4 4
6 0 0 15 Dalgety and Co... 6 10 0
1 0 0 Nil N.Z. and River Plato

.. 1 12 0

0 7 6 2/6

COAL—
Hikurangi .. 0 15 6

0 10 0 Nil Northern Coal Co., Ltd. 0 13 0
1 0 0 Nil 1aupiri Mines .. 0 18 6
0 10 0 Nil Drury Brick & Pottery 0 2 6
L 0 0 Nil Pref. 19 0
310 0 u Westport 6 17 6

5 0 0 Nil

'gas—
Auckland (10/-paid> 19 6

5 0 0 Nil
Auckland
Christchurch

14 10 0
9 15 0

1 0 0 Nil Feilding .. 0 19 0
10 0 Nil Gisborne 2 10 0

10 0 Nil Hamilton 2 10 0
10 0 0 Nil Napier . . 25 0 0

5 0 0 f, 1 3 7 6

2 0 0 8
„

i 8 8 0

5 0 0 Nil New Plymouth
..

8 5 0

I 18 0 i ■> 1 harries 1 17 6

10 0 0 Nil Wellington f 16 12 6

5 5 0 4$ I 1150
4 10 0 l Palmerston North 7 10 0

10 0 Nil
SHIPPING —

Union Steamship 1 16 6
8 0 0 Nil New Zealand Shipping 6 10 0
0 14 6 Nil NorthernS.S. . P.U. 0 14 6

0 7 0 7/6 »• .. Con

Devonporl Ferry
0 7 3

10 0 Nil 1 10 6

4 0 0 1

WOOLLEN-
Wellington 3 2 6

5 0 0 Nil Kaiapoi
3 10 0 U Mosgiel 2 17 0

1 13 0 Nil
TIMBER—

K.T. Co., ex div Paid 1 12 0
0 15 0 18 .. .» Con

Leyland-O’Brien Co. ..

0 14 0
1 0 0 Nil 12 0
0 18 0 2/- Mountain RiinuCo., 1 2(1

1 0 0 Nil Parker-Lamb 16 0

7 10 0 21

MEAT

Canterbury 8 0 0

10 0 0 Nil Christchurch 10 150
5 0 0 Nil Wellington Meat Ex. / 6 4 0
4 0 0 1

::
..

i 5 0 0

2 12 4 28 3 10
10 0 Nil Gear 2 9 0

4 0 0 Nil
Wanganui

9 6 0

5 0 0 Nil 5 2 0

too Nil
MISOEI.LANKOUS-

Auckld.Elec. T Prof 1 1 0
1 0 0 Nil

.. ,, Ord. 10 6

2 0 0 Nil New Zealand Drug 2 8 0
I 0 0 Nil Slmrhind & Co., Ord 1 0 0
1 0 0 Nil

«.
Pre 1 0 0

0 14 0 6/- Union Oil 10 0

20 0 0 Nil ColonialSugar .. 42 10 (>

l 0 0 Nil N.Z. Paper Mills 1 2 0

10 0 Nil N.Z. PortlandCement 18 6
1 0 0 Nil Wilson’s

,, „
Orc 1 15 0

1 0 0 Nil .. .. Pre 1 15 6
b 0 0 Nil Donaghy Hope 1 1 0
4 0 0 1 Ward& CXj. 5 00

PERSONAL NOTES.

Mr 11. Utting Juv been appointed
Clerk to the Mount Albert Road Hoard.

Mr. Justice Chapman and Mrs. Chap-
man are visiting the Hot Lakes district.

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, of Parnell, are

paying Rotorua a short- visit.

Mrs. and the Misses Ireland, after a

very short stay in Auckland, have gone
on to Rotorua.

Mr C. E. Button, late Judge of the

Supreme Court, arrived in Auckland from

the South last week.

Mr Haselden, who was a candidate
for Ohinemuri at last election, is stand-

ing for the Thames vacancy.
Sir Win. and lardy Stewart leave Wel-

lington on February 12 for Durban, to

visit their son.

Mr. F. Mander, M.P. for Marsden, is

at present on a business visit to Wel-
lington.

Dr. Ewbank, of England, who is tour-

ing New Zealand, is at present visiting
Rotorua.

Mr J. W. Glennie has resigned the
position of bandmaster of the Waihi
Federal Band.

Mr. H. H. Metcalfe., of Auckland, was

a passenger from the South by the West

Coast steamer on Sunday.
Dr and Mrs Marton, of Adelaide, who

have been visiting Wellington, have pro-
ceeded to Rotorua.

Mr H. P. K. Wyatt, assistant officer
in charge of telegraphs at Auckland, is

at present on a visit to Napier.
Mrs. Buss and the Misses 11. and B.

Buss, of Christchurch, are on a vist to

Auckland and Rotorua.

The Very Rev. Dean Smyth, of Hast-

ings (Hawke’s Bay) is al present on a

visit to To Aroha.

Mr C. E. Major, ex-M.P. for Hawera,

intends taking a trip Home, and will
leave in April next.

Mrs. Isidore Alexander, ami Mrs. Eliot

R. Davis returned to Auckland on Sunday
last by the Manuka, front a trip to Aus-

tralia.

The Hon. C. H. Hollack, of Adelaide
(South Australia), accompanied by the

Misses Hollack, is at present on a visit to
Rotorua.

Mr. Thorne, who has been on the stall

of the Post and Telegraph Office at the
Thames for some time, lias been ap-

pointed postmaster at Ta-umaruuui.

Mr. R. H. Grudge, of Symonds-street;
leaves for the Old Country to-day, via

Australia and South Africa. He expects
to be away for about six months.

Captain Norbury, of the s.s. Rarawa,
is once more convalescent, although lie
will not resume his duties for a few

weeks yet.
Mr. and .Mrs. W. R. May, of Rich-

mond, are to leave Wellington by the

Moeraki on January 21, en route to

England.
Mr. and Mrs. T. Cotter and the Misses

Cotter. Reinuera, are leaving for a trip
to England at the end of March. They
expect to be away about a year.

Messrs. Roy Muir, of Wellington, and

O’Reilly, of Hastings, who are proceeding
to Edinburgh to study medicine, left for

England by the Rimutaka last week.
Mr Horace Bastings, a well-known re-

sident of Invercargill, leaves for Auck-

land towards the end of the month. It. is

Mr Bastings intention to settle in this
city.

Mr. A. J. Edmunds, solicitor, of Cam-

bridge, leaves there next month to es-

tablish himself professionally at Helen*-

ville. North Auckland.

Mr. Frank Reynolds, son of Mr. It.

.Reynolds, of Trecarne, 'Cambridge West,
who has been on a lengthy trip abroad,
has returned home.

Mr. J. H. M’Alister. chief clerk in
the Marine Department, has been ap-
pointed private secretary to. the Hon.

A. T. N-gata.
Mr. Raymond F. Mclntyre, the well-

known Christchurch artist, left for Lon-

don by the Arawa. He intends to ga>in
Europeaii experience.

Mr. L. Keith, the oil boring expert,
who has had the charge of the Bonithon

well in Taranaki, is about to visit Gis-
borne in connection with oil matters in

that district.
The appointment of the Hon. W. Hall-

Jones as High Commissioner for New

Zealand in the United Kingdom is gazet-
ted. His term of office dates from De-

cember 1, 1908, to June 14. 1911.
Mr. R. R. Richmond, C.E. in charge of

Tokaanu Native Surveys, left Wellington
to-day for the North. He intends, in the

near future, to pursue investigations with
regard to the practically unknown gold-
bearing Kaimanawa ranges.

The Mayor, Mr. A. M. Myers, having
now closed the lists opened for the relief
of the sufferers, a cheque for £lO6 10/-,

the amount collected at the Auckland
’•Star" office, was forwarded to him this

morning.
Mr. L. Willis-Allen, a well-known

New South Wales farmer, arrived ia

Auckland by the Manuka on Sunday
accompanied by his wife. He intends
making a tour of New Zealand by motor
car.

Professor Adamson, dean of the faculty
of law at Victoria College, arrived in

Wellington last week from a month's

trip to Australia. He was accompanied
by Mrs. Adamson.

Mr. A. F. Foote, aeountant in the Car-

terton branjli of the Bank of New Zea-

land, has been transferred to the banka’s

Woodville branch. He will bo succeeded

by Mr. 8. H. Poole, of Manaia.

During the absence in England of Mr.

J. G. Andrews, assistant clerk of the Ex-

ecutive Council, the position is being tilled

by Mr. James Hislop, chief secretary to

the Prime Minister.

Mr. C. Clapeott, engineer to the Onslow
Borough Council, Wellington, was the

recipient last week of a marble clock from

the mayor and councillors, to mark the

occasion of his recent marriage.
Mr and Mrs 11. W. Anderson, of

Kingston-on-Thames (England), who
have been visitors to Wellington, have

left for the West Coast, ami will after-

wards visit the Hot Lakes district.

The Rev. W. G. Baker, vicar of Bright-
water, has (says a Press Association tele-

gram from Nelson) been appointed Arch-

deacon of Waimea, in succession to the

late Archdeacon Wright.

Mr W. Jeffries, the defeated candidate
in the Opposition interest, for the Geral-

dine seat at the recent election, was

presented by his supporters at Temuka
last evening with a purse of 150 sove-

reigns.
Mr. L. Webber, local manager or Hie

Auckland Fresh Food and Tee Company,
was last week presented by the staff

with a handsome named photograph of

the employees of the firm, prior to his

departure on a trip to England.

Miss Ritson. of the correspondence staff
of the Labour Department, Wellington,
who has been promoted to the staff of

the Minister for Railways, was presented
by the staff’ with a handsome gold bangle
asa mark of tlie respect.in which she.was

held by them.

Mr. P. J. .Hennessy, a well-known busi-

ness man in Foxton, intends taking a trip
through the United States ami the Old

C’puntry about April next. Mr. Hennessy
will be accompanied by his eldest daugh-
ter.

Mr. T. 8. Weston, senior, has been

appointed Crown Prosecutor at New

Plymouth, in place of Mr. Kirk, who

recently became a stipendary magis-
trate. Mr. Weston was formerly a Dis-

trict Judge, and is a member . of the

Representative Commission.
Lieutenant-Colonel Loveday (Officer

■commanding New Zealand Public School
Cadets) has left Wellington for the

vSoiitli -on a tour of inspection for about
twelve days. Almost immediately on

his return, he will leave to commence

■a round of cadet inspections in the Auck-
land province.

Th. Hardwick Smith, who is succeed-

ing Dr. Ewart as medical superintendent
of Wellington Hospital, commenced his

duties last Friday. Dr. Ewart has con-

cluded his term, and is now in Dunedin,
where he is to take part in the exami-
nation of nurses.

Leaving Wellington for London by the

Tainui on January 28th are Lieutenant
11. 8. C. Knox, the Navy League lec-

turer; Mr. H. E. Evans (son of Captain
Evans), of Bell, Gully, Bell, and Myers’
staff; Lieutenant-Colonel Lambton and.
Captain Pakenliam, of the Imperial
Army; and fir. Ross and family, of Mas-
terton,

Nurse A. Hei, who recently left the

Napier Hospital to study at St. Helens
Hospital, Christchurch, has been success-

ful in passing the State examination in
midwifery. Nurse Hei was the first

Maori nurse to successfully complete the

full nursing course.

The appointment is gazetted of Lieu-
tenant 'William John Shannon, 16th

Lancers, as second aide-de-camp to Lord

Plunket, in Succession to Lieutenant E.
L. Lyon. Lieutenant Shannon joined
the 16th Lancers on October 3rd, 1900.

Their Golonel-in-Chief is General His
Majesty Alfonso XIH., King of Spain.

, Mias (toady, postmistress nt Kawhia

for the past seven years, who has been

transferred to Wellington, was presented
on behalf of the residents of the district

with a purse of sovereigns. Mr. F. Gib-

bons, Thames, will succeed Miss Coady. ,
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Mr. Hudson, secretary of the Govern-
ment Insurance Department, has been

appointed deputy commissioner, vice Mr.

D. Al. Luekie, who recently retired on

superannuation. The latter became

deputy-commissioner in 1889, and is a

well-known journalist.
Colonel A. Pole-Penton, of the Ord-

nance Board, Woolwich Arsenal, and

formerly Comandment of the New Zea-

land Forces, lias been appointed to the
important command of the Royal Artil-

lery at Malta, with the local rank of
Alajor-General.

Air. H. N. Holmes (general secretary
of the Y.M.C.A., Wellington) was last

week in Hamilton, where he has been

assisting the Y.AI.C.A. to furnish' its

new rooms. The secretary of the

Y.M.C.A. at Hamilton is Mr. T. Vineent.

After an absence of two years, Miss

Florence Quinn arrived in Auckland by
the Manuka on Sunday, after a visit to
her home. She has just concluded a suc-

cessful appearance in grand opera under

the Muegrove management.
Air. A. S. Adams, of Dunedin, is now

on a visit to Rotorua, and is expected
to arrive in Auckland this week to take

part in a temperance rally, to be

held in St. James’ Hall. Mr. Adams was

for six years president of the N.Z. Al-
liance.

Air. Wallace Wileoeks, chief officer of
the Amokura, lias been appointed Assis-

tant Marine Superintendent at Lyttel-
ton, and Air. Brindle, late of the mission

steamer Southern Cross, has filled the

vacancy on the. training ship.
Amongst the recent callers at the Go-

vernment Tourist Bureau, have been—

Air J. W. Easton and Aliss Easton (Syd-
ney). Air E. R. Spriggs (Killara, N.S.AV.),
Mr J. B. Lawton (Melbourne), Air T.

B. La Barto (Singleton. N.S.W.), Messrs.

D. Al. and W. Gunn (Christchurch), Air

and Airs S. J. Gordon (Wanganui),
Dr. E. IL B. Alilsoni, who acted as

locum tenens for Dr. Albert Martin,
Wellington, whilst the latter was absent

from the Dominion on a recent visit to
Europe, has gone to Palmerston North,
where he intends to commence' the

practice of his profession.
Air, Charles Crutch, inspector of per-

manent way on the Hawent-Wanganui
•(action, is retiring from the Railway De-

partment after thirty-two years’ service.

He was presented with a handsome illil-

nnnwted address and a purse of sover-

eigns at Hawera on Saturday.

Bishop A T erdon, who is in charge of the

Otagfo and Southland 'Roman Catholic

dioeeise arrived at the Bluff this morning,
says a P.A. wire from Invercargill, after
liis dieennial visit to the Pope. He was

Informally welcomed by his clergy, par-
ishioners, and the Hibernian Society, To-

night the Bishop will be officially wel-

comed by the diocese at tire Cathedral,
Dunedin.

Dr. Collins, of Gisborne, late of Auck-

land; is taking an extensive motor tour

over Dominion roads, commencing from

Napier, last week. He will motor to

Wanganui, via Palmerston, then to Wel-

lington, and after taking steamer to
Lyttelton, will continue in his ear to

Dunedin and Queenstown. On the return

journey he will motor from Wellington
to Gisborne, via Wairoa.

Air. S. H. Smith was, on Wednesday last

presented by the firm and fellow-em-

ployees of Alessrs. Turnbull, Hickson and

Gooder, Wellington, with a handsome

marble clock, to mark the occasion of his

marriage.
Another old colonist has passed away

in the person of Airs. William Ferguson,
of Ellerslie, at the ripe age of 78. De-

ceased arrived in the Dominion in 1859

in the ship Northumberland. After re-

siding in Grey:street, Airs. Graham and

her husband went to Alotutapu Island,
residing there for six years, then remov-

ing to Ellerslie, where she has resided

continuously, for the last 44 years, De-

ceased is survived by twelve . children,
ten of whom are living—five sons and

five daughters—-thirty-three grandchil-
dren', and seven great grandchildren.

Mr. and Airs. J. M, Coradine, of Alaster-

ton, who leave Wellington to-niorrpw,
on

a tour of the world, were entertained
by a large gathering onAlasterton bowling
green last wbek. During the, afternoon
Airs. Coradine received’ a presentation
of a handsome travelling bag given oh be-
half of the ladies of Masterton,' among
lyhbm she is very popular.

Air. Bernard Smith, late secretary of

flto .Wellington Law Students’ Associa-

tion, who has been a member of the staff

of Messrs. Martin and Atkinson, solici-
tors, Wellington, for the last six years,
hais- severed his eonneetipn with that

firm, and started, in business as a solici-

tor in Pieton.

Two members of the Queensland Upper
House, the Hon. T. C. Beirne, AI.L.C.,
and the Hon. Peter Alurphy, AI.L.C., were

through passengers by the Ulimaroa,
which arrived at Wellington last week,
from Sydney. They will make the

Sounds trip oil the Waikare, and will af-

terwards visit Rotorua and Auckland.
Dr, W. A. Chapple, ex-AI.P. for Tua-

p-cka, and Mrs Chapple were entertained
at a social at Beaumont last week,
when the former was presented with an

illuminated address. They were enter-

tained at Alexandra on Thursday,
when Dr. Chapple was presented
with an address and Alt's Chapple with

a gold brooch.
Air. James Lindsay, for 30 years head-

master of the Oiamaru North School,
died suddenly from heart disease last

week at Aloeraki, where he was spend-
ing his holidays. Deceased was 62 years
of age. lie joined the service of the

Otago Education Board in 1870, and, be-

fore coming to Oamaru, received appoint-
ments at Dunedin, Middle, William-st.,
and normal schools.

Mr J. P. Firth, Principal of Wellington

College, in compan with Airs Firth, spent
a- portion of the college vacation in

Sydney. They returned home by the

Ulimaroa last week in excellent health.
Professor Haswell, of Sydney Univer-

sity, who lias been in the habit for many

years past of spending part of his sum-

mer vacation in New Zealand, arrived
in Wellington last week, accompanied by
Airs. Haswell.

On tiie eve. of their departure from

Mohaka, Hawke’s Bay, Air. and Airs.

Grenside were entertained at a farewell

soi ial by their, many friends .in that dis-

trict. The distinctive feature of the

gathering was the presentation of a sil-
ver-mounted polished oak salad bowl, anil
silver biscuit barrel to Air and Airs Gren-

tiide, and a pair of silver table napkin
rings to Miss Merrylees.

The death took plude in Nelson- recent-

ly of Airs. Caroline Gannaway, widow
of the late Mr. John Gannaway, who

was well known in Wellington shipping
circles. The members of her family
are:—Air. W. Gannaway, inspector of

telegraphs; Air. Charles Gannaway, assis-

tant postmaster at Wellington; Mr Fred

Gannaway, of . the Telegraph Office,
Christchurch:, and Airs. Thomson, wife

of Air. J.. D. Thomson, of the Lands Of-
fice at Nelson.

The . Rev. J. F. Orr, M.A., of Wa-

repa, having continued his studies since

coming to the Dominion live years ago,

has secured the degree of B.D. from the

London University (says the “Outlook”).
This is said to-be the first B.D. of the

London University that has been won

in the Dominion if not in the colonies,

and the “Outlook” suggests it should be

an incentive to our students and younger
ministers to pursue their theological
studies further, and win the higher re-

wards of scholarship.
Dr. and Airs. T. Hope Lewis have

changed their plans, and have decided,

after all, not to break up their home

in Auckland'. They have returned to the

Northern city, after a pleasant sojourn

with their daughter, Airs. Guy Williams

of Masterton, who has had a house-

partv for the Christmas and New Year

holidays (says the Wellington "Times”).

Air. W. H. Gavin, son of the late As-

sistant- Controller-General, and for

many years an officer of the Public

Works Department, has just returned

to New Zealand from the United States

to accept an appointment as engineer
for Messrs. Al’Lean Bros, at the Ar-

thur’s' Pass tunnel.

Airs. Harrison Lee (Airs. Cowie), the

well-known Australian temperance work-

er and writer, left Australia a few days

ago for England. Airs. Lee intends to

conduct a month’s mission for the Good

Templars in Ceylon, and a similar mis-

sion at Port Said and in the Holy Land,

afterwards proceeding to Italy and Swit-

zerland; prior to visiting the United

Kingdom. She will probably return in

September, and then settle in New Zea-

land.
Air. Boyne, postmaster at Taihape, was

given a send oil last week, on the eve

of his transfer to Woodville. Reference

was made to the fact that' when Air.

Boyne took charge of the stall’ it num-

bered only three- the number' had now

reached 17. His zeal and efficiency were

highly eulogised, and he was presented
with a gold watch, Airs. Boyne receiving
a silver cake baske't.

The Rev. C. E. Schafer, of Broken Hill,
New South Willes, is visiting the Domin-

ion to study the effects of its lieeifsing
legislation. Jle expresses himself highly
gratified with what he sa\v and heard of

the working of No-License in Invercargill,
Oamaiu, and Aahburtor

Me--rs. G. Kendrick, W. Raine. ami

C. H. Tobin, past students of St. John’s
College, Auckland, were ordained by
Bishop Wallis as assistant curates for

work in Wellington diocese. The ordina-
tion took place at the morning service
at St Mark's last Sunday'. Air. Kendrick
is to be licensed to the parish of Palmer-

ston North, Mr. Raine to St. Matthew’s,
Masterton, ami Mr. Tobin to St. Alark’e,
Wellington.

The death is announced by Press As-
sociation message from .Christchurch, of

Air. John Baldwin, who from 1882 up till
a few years ago occupied the position
of headmaster of the Sydenham State
school. The deceased, who was horn at

Basingstoke in 1840, arrived in New Zea
land in 1874, having been engaged by
Lord Lyttelton for educational service,

in Canterbury. The deceased probably
laid the foundations of the State school
cadet system, as it was his wont every

year to take a large contingent of school-
boys over to Governor’s Bay for an en-

campment on military lines.

Following upon the retirement,
through rl health, of Principal Light-
house-keeper Don, the following changes
have been made in the New Zealand
lighthouse service: — Assistant-keeper
Duthie from Centre Island to the

<;harge of the Mokohinau Station and to

be succeeded at Centre Island by Mr.

Te I’ene, who lias just joined the ser-.

vice; Principal-keeper Al’Neil from Moko-

hinau to Akaroa Heads; Principal-keep-
er Parington from Akaroa : Heads to

Nugget Point; . Principal-keeper Field

from Nugget Point to Portland Island;
Principal-keeper M’Leish from Portland

Island to Moeraki; Principal-keeper Hart

from Aloeraki to Egmont.
Air and Airs Samuel Blomlield, of

Auckland, have just (celebrated their

golden, wedding amid the rejoicings of

children, grandchildren, and other rela-

tives. and the felicitations of numerous

friends. Air Blomlield arrived in Auck-

land bv the ship Gertrude in 1862. in

connection with the Albertland Special
Settlement Scheme. He remained in the
citv instead of going on the land, and

when the Thames Goldfields opened, went

with the first rush, and built the first

wooden structure at the Thames. Sub-

sequently, he was engaged in the erec-

tion of mining buildings and batteries.

His mother, who came to New Zealand
in the sa,me ship. is‘ still active at tho

advanced age of 96 years. ‘ Mr Blom-

field is 73, and his wife sixty-eight.
Dr Afacdonell, surgeon in charge of

the s.s. Alamari. which arrived from
London on Friday, is a well-known
practitioner at Hastings, Hawke’s Hay.

Accompanied bv Airs Afacdonell, ho left

New Zealand bv the R.M.S lonic in the

earlv part of last year, and has been

visiting England, Scotland, France, and

Belgium. In London bo was studying at

the larger medical schools and, hospi-
tals, being specially attached to Soho

Hospital. His chief impression carried

away from these institutions was the

marvellous erudition and skill of the

specialists. Having in former years
acted as surgeon to the Shaw Sayill Co.,
he was offered and accepted the surgency
on tho Alamari. Mrs Afacdonell was

a saloon passenger by the same vessel.

LONDON, December IL

Air. John Craig, F.R.C.S., Superinten-
dent Surgeon of Mercury Bay Hospital,
is in London just now. He came to this

country for a year’s study at the hospi-
tals, and has spent the greater part of

the time at the Dublin Hospital, as that

is his oid college, lie passed the exam-

ination for the Fellowship of the Royal
College of Surgeons of Ireland on No-

vember 21st, taking a very high place in

the list of successful candidates. As his

time was devoted entirely to study, Mr.

Craig has done very little travelling. It

is 20 years since he last visited Ireland,
and he noticed a great change for the

better. The masses of people that

make a country are immensely improved,
and that courteous manner, so charac-

teristic of the Irish people,’made a strong
impression on him. He found himself

received at once by all the leading sur-

geons as an old friend, and they gave
him complete opportunities to witness
all the latest improvements of operative
technique. Air. Craig has now come to

London to see and study at the hospitals
here. He was much pleased, to meet an

old New Zealand doctor who practised in

Gisborne with him, Dr. Welby Fisher,
F.fi.C.S.E. Through the latter’s kind-

ness lie has been able to see a great
deal hero. Mr Craig intends leaving for
Now Zealand in about a month.

“Who's Who” for 1909, which is out

this week, devotes about half a column

to Air. P. A. Vaile, the well-known New

Zealand author. The li-t of his publica-
tions is given as follows: "Msideru Lawn
Tem.iis,’’ ".Swerve or the Flight of the

. Ball,' "Great Liwn tennis Players.**
“Woman, the Adorer,*’ “ flip Stroke- and
Science of Lawn Tenni<" “Wake Ip,
England," “Mo<L;rn (ioiF. ’ ami “America’'*
Peril.’’ Mr. \ aile telk «nr that the two
lattoi aie in the publislier’s hand< now,
and that in addition to the-e he i- under
contract with Me**r«. A. and ( . Black
to write for (hat well known firm the
book on New Zealand in their celebrated
series of “Perps at Many LamK’ \fr.

Vaile to make a- attractive

as he possibly »*an. for no think'* Imoks
Aiich as these do nincJi to popularise a

country, 'rhe volume will !>.■ illustrated
by about a dozen coloured plates of New

Zealand, from paintings by Messrs.

Wriglif Bros., of Auckland, w h«»-<* beauti-

ful pictures in (he lion. \\ . Penibcr
Keevi s' book have* been so mu. h admirmL
We shall thus have a book on Xew Zea-
land written and illustrated entirely bv

Aucklander's, and published b\ one <>f
the and best-known houses in

England, with a guaranteed iruulation
of ten thousand at least.

Air. Harry Bownfree. of Amkland, who
has come to the front rapidly in London
as a black and white artist, and who
is now a frequent contributor to
“I’un; h” and other magazines, is repre-
sented in the London Sketch 1 bib's an-

nual exhibit ion of sketches. the exhi-
bition is held in the (dub’s upp;'i room,

which i.s partly a studio, partly a lub-
roon». Every Friday the memb. rs meet,
and ilie subjects being fixed beforehand,
exercise their gifts of imagination for
the space of an hour and a half. After
this stimulating exercise, there is a sup-
per, and thereafter friendly talk and
much burning of tobacco as the various
pictures are passed round for criticism.
Mr. Rowntree’s contribution to the an-
nual .show is a delicate litth? drawing
in tender mood called and Yellow”
—-a sympathetic study of a lonely old
woman plodding along n country road.

Airs. u. A. Nielsen, of Auckland, and
her son, who were < xhibitors of kauri

gum, greenstone and New Zealand curiosi
at the Franco-British Exhibition, guiu-
ing a (band' Prize and two gold medals,
have gone on the Continent for a JioK-
day trip. They will return to London
ajfter the arrival of Mr. Hall-.) one*, ter
confer "With tho now High •(.’oniniission'er

year’s Imperial Exhibi-
tion at Shepherd’s Bush, t understand
that they propost? to have a stall at thitf
exhibition, whether thefe he a New Zea.*
land pavilion or rot. At the Franco-
British Exhibition the Nielsens, after

bringing their tine collection all the way
from Auckland to Shepherd’s Bush, wero
not allowed to set up a. stall for tha
sale of their greenstone curious in the

New Zealand pavilion, the sole rights
for such sales having already been
granted to a London firm of jewellers.
They wen? nnt told of this before leav-

ing New Zealand. As it was. they had

to secure a site in the Crown

building, .which was in no way connected
with Now Zealand, and the handicap ta

their business was thus considerable.
Ah*. S. N. Ziman. the New Zealand

Rhodes Scholar for 190S, has been (dected

to an honorary mathematical scholar-

ship <at Balliol College, Oxford. 1 un-

derstand that Mr. Ziman intends qualify-
ing for the Indian Civil Service.

Mr. Baxter, the London manager of the
Bank of New Zealand, has been serious-
ly ill with pleurisy and pneumonia. At

one time his condition was critical, but

I understand that he has safely ‘‘turn-

ed tho cornci." and is now on the road

to recovery.

r rim Colonial students attending the

University at Oxford as Rhodes Schol-

ars (seventy-eight- in number) liav<?<

been elected Honorary, bellows of thei

Royal Memorial Institute during tho

period which they hold I heir scholar-

ship.
Recent calhis at the llijh (Onnnis-

sloncr’s olliee: Mr. John M. Aletfafy
(Invercargill), Mr. Sidm \ (•’. W. Blytha
(Wellington). Mr. Edward Spencer (\V«I-

- Mr. Ce.il L. A. Hankins (Wel-

lington). Mr. Bernard <Arrowsmith
(Cihiistchui ch). Mr. John Craig,
F.R.C.S.L (Whitianga). Mr. D. Camp-
bell (Christchurch), Mr. Thos, Falvy
(Wellington).

Ihe high distinct ion of bVdlow of tho
R.«)yal College of Surgeons of England
Las boon gained this week by three New
Zealand University men—Air W. E. Cars-

well M.8., Mr A. J. Crawford. ALB.,
and Mr B. Glondinning, M 8., B.S. Afr

Glendrnning, who is an old Napier boy,
Was appointed Physician to tho Queen
of Spain a year or &o ago. He gradti-

aled .at Durham University am}
Hospital.

' ’ *
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Our American Letter.

CHRISTMAS.

NEW YORK, December 12, 1908.

Less than two weeks from Uhristmaa

at this writing, and the usual premoni-
tory symptoms of the event are every-
where in evidence. In the shops and on

the streets are throngs of buyers, look-

ing for article's to please the fancy, but

the general opinion seems to be that

the amount of spending money is not

indicative of general prosperity. The

usual pots hung from tripods at the
down-town street corners, guarded by

emissaries of the Salvation Army and

similar organisations, invite contribu-

iftons; the big exchanges solicit dona-

tions for the support of the hospitals,
the magazines teem with Christmas

stories, and the heads of households

worry themselves as usual in regard to

the division of limited financial re-

sources for gifts. But clerks in the big
Shops say that the demand for bargains
is greater than ever before; that in

fact, it is the poorest Christinas in a

long time, excepting possibly last year’s,
tlfie same story conies from all the At-

lantic coast. The demand for even cheap
jewc-llery is small, and manufacturers

in that line report very little doing east

•of Chicago, although trade in the middle

west and the south is said to be about

normal, with a fair number of orders.
The fact of Christmas and New Year’s

Day coming on a Friday this season,

makes a long week end. for most of the
exchanges and many business houses will
close over the Saturday also. In the

case of Thanksgiving Day, which always
falls upon the last Thursday in Novem-

ber, the cessation of business until the

Following Monday would be too long for

most conceriits, and so the commercial
■wheels are always in operation again
■on the Friday following. On Thanksgiv-
ing Day the practice of juvenile mas-

querading showed no abatement from

the custom in New York. This is, per-
haps, a distinctively New York feature

■of Thanksgiving Day, hut from early
morning children, even of half grown

Bize, may be seen upon the streets in
tall manner of ‘fantastic lattlire, fcr-ery
■often with boys in girls’ clothes and
Vice versa, soliciting gifts. They are

generally masked, and in some cases

present quite attractive appearances, so

.That many persons give them small

change. After New Year’s Day. which

as generally observed in New York and

jthrouhgout Canada, but not in the New

{England Stales, the next regular Ameri-
can holiday will be Lincoln’s Birthday,
on February 12, followed by Washing-
ton's Birthday on February 22.

THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

With the opening of the last session
of the GlHh Congresis at Washington this
week, came the last annual address of

(President Roosevelt, who goes out of

oflice on March 4. to be immediately suc-

ceeded by President Taft and the Gist

Congress. 'The nation faces a heavy de-

ficit and an unparaHelled estimate for

expenditures, caused principally by the
Panama Canal construction work and
the increased cost of the navy. The pos-
tal deficit alone is the largest in the

history of the United Mates, amounting
to 15,{>10,279 dollars for the last fiscal

year, although the receipts were 7,893,-
657 dollars greater than in the previous
firical year, and reached a total of 191,-

’478,633 dollars. Nearly ten million dol-

lars of the deficit is accounted for by in-
creased compensation to employees.

The change of administration at
Washington has already struck terror

do the breasts of many government em-

ployees who know that favouritism ex-

dendri to the remotest post of every De-

partment; and that, ev<*n thbugh the

same political parly is retained in power,
flic fact of there being a new President,
with a new Cabinet and many new Con-

gressmen exerting fresh influence, means

numerous changes in positions as places
for friends are demanded. It in conse-

quently not at all surprising to find that

commercial houses now advertising for
help wanted receive many replies from
snon at present holding Government
positions, but planning to make a

change.

DECREASE IN MARRIAGES.

It is interesting to note a decrease in

the number of marriages in society here

of late. The annual publication known

as the “Social Register for New York,”
has just made its appearance for 1909,
and records a diminution of twenty per
cent, in the number of marriages among

persons whose names appear in its pages,
compared with last year’s record. That
percentage refers to New York city, but
in the society world of the United .States

at large for the year, a decrease of seven

per cent, is noted. In the “Social Regis-
ter” for New Ybrk for 1909, the num-

ber of manages is announced as 602;
while the number of marriages noted last

year was 763. In Philadelphia among

the persons whose names appear in the
“Register” for that city, there were 224

marriages this year, as against 242 last

year. In Washington there were 151

this year, and 132 last year. In Boston
there were 147 this year, and 107 last

year. The new issue of the “Social

Register” for New York contains 29,000
names. The most radical increase is in

the number of children between thirteen
and seventeen years old, whose names ap-

pear in the hook for the’first time. Two

hundred and ninety-eight women, whose

names were in the “Social Register” of
1908. have died since that volume was

published, as have 249 men. The death-

rate both in this and in other cities
remains practically unchanged. Tn the

cities covered by the Social Register As-

sociation. 616 women and 758 men died

last year, as against 572 women and 762

men who died the year before. The
reduction in the number of marriages
chronicled in the “Social Register” for

1909 is thought by the compilers of the

volume to have been due to the financial

conditions which prevailed throughout
the country, and which were especially
acute in this city.

FOOTBALL FAT Al.IT IES.

Another American football season is
over with a record of ten players killed
and 272 injured. .Still the colleges, high
schools, and athletic clubs, seem to show

no diminution of interest in the game.
In the record making year preceding the

revision of the game, 24 players were

killed, and 200 injured. Although the
number of dead this season is not so

large as in 1905, 72 more mishaps than

were reported in that year have been

recorded. Here is the summary, with

fatalities classified: ■— College players
killed, 3: injured, 153. High school
players killed, 2; injured, 73. Athletic
members killed, 5; injured 46. Princi-
pal injuries—Broken collar-bones, 40;
broken logs, 30; broken arms, 16; broken

jaws, 6; broken noses, 20; broken ribs

(individuals), 15; concussions of the

brain, 12; torn, ligaments, sprains, etc.,
71; dislocated shoulders. 22; lockjaw, 1;
insanity, 1; miscellaneous — teeth

knocked out, scalp wounds, cuts, 23.

Deaths have been caused in open play-
ing in almost every instance with the
exception of one. The exception was

the fatality to Charles Meeker, of Great
Bend, Kan., a spectator at a game, who

was run over bv the players, and so

seriously injured that lie died on Novem-

ber 8, two weeks later. Two players
died from spinal injuries, one from pa-
ralysis, caused in an open tackle, ono

from a broken neck, two from concus-

sion of the brain, two from internal
injuries, caused by strains and kicks in
vital parts, and one player fell dead of
heart failure. Fatalities and injuries
have been greatest among college play-
ers—three dead, and 153 injured. This
lias been the rule every year since tho

practice of keeping record began in 1901.
This is chiefly accounted for because
the players are heavier, and the playing
more intense than in games between
high school teams and athletic clubs, in

spite of the fad that tho players usually
are more carefully trained.

DOGGY INTELLIGENCE.

A curious result of the use of gasolene
for the propulsion of automobiles and

launches has developed in American cities,
which is that dogs cannot now distin-
guish. their own vehicles by the smelL

All autos smell the same, and dogs who

travel in them are, it is now found, very
apt to get mixed up. A dog may be

always trusted to know hl* own horse as

well as his master, but with autos so much

trouble has been experienced that in sev-

eral places the authorities have been ap-
pealed to, and it is expected an ordin-

ance will be passed insisting that soma

method shall be adopted by which a

fairly intelligent dog will be able to re-

cognise the odour of his own ear and not

cause trouble with others.
In an endeavour to put a stop to “joy

riding,” that is, use of an automobile by
a chauffeur without permission of its

owner, a magistrate imposed a fine of

250 dollars, and a month’s imprisonment
the other day, upon a convicted chauffeur.
Garages at which autos are kept, are now

also adopting a record system of the time

each machine is in use, so that the own-

ers may know the facts.

A HUGE PRISON.

New York’s new penitentiary, which

will be erected on Riker’s Island, will be

constructed next year. Building opera-

tions will begin on March 1 next, and

4.000,000 dollars will be expended in the

construction of the buildings. Great in-

terest attaches to the new city prison,
for the reason that the site upon which

the penal institution will be located is

made ground. After building a stone

crib around the sixty-three acres of the

original island, the city authorities filled
it in in low places with refuse, until the

area of the island has been more than

doubled. When finally completed, the

buildings will house' two thousand men

and five hundred women. It will be the

largest prison in the world, the United

States Penitentiary at Leavenworth,
Kan., ranking next in size. The general
lay-out of the building is that of a cross.

The administration building will face the

pier, and will connect directly with the

central guard house, from which will ex-

tend the four cell wings.
That Canada has been making steady

strides in agriculture has been evident

by the reports from all the provinces,
and it is notable-that the old province
of Nova Scotia, though her principal
sources of wealth are coal, iron, lumber

and gold, has not gone behind in farm

produce. It has been again demonstrated
that the advantages, of this province,
both in proximity to the best markets

and in fertility of soil, once it is brought
under cultivation, are equal to anything
in the north-west. Besides upwards of

600,000 barrels of apples, bringing an

average price of 2 dollars a barrel at

port of shipment. Nova Scotia this year
produced 1,024,000 tons hay, 8,800,000
bushels potatoes, 8.550.000 bushels tur-

nips and other root vegetables, 4,050,000
bushels oats, 412,000 bushels wheat,
558,000 bushels buckwheat, 223,000 bushels

barley, 55,800 bushels beans, 28,500 bush-

els peas, 30,000 tons fodder, a large quan-

tity of small fruits and considerable live

stock and dairy produce. Farmers in

No via Scotia pay labour 12 dollars to 25

dollars a month with board for yearly
engagements, ami 25 dollars to 35 dol-

lars in summer without board for extra

help.
One of the methods adopted by the

Canadian Government for the encourage-
ment of agriculture is the free distribu-
tion of samples of superior seed. The

quantity of oats sent is 41bs., and of
wheat or barley 51bs., sufficient in each
case to sow one-twentieth of an acre.

The samples of Indian corn, peas an!
potatoes weigh 31bs. each. Applications
addressed to the Director of Experimen-
tal Farms, Ottawa, may be sent in any

time from December 1 to February la,
after which the lists will be closed, so

that the samples asked for may be sent

out in good time for sowing. No post-
age is required on mail matters address-

ed to the Central Experimental Farm,
Ottawa.

A notable increase in agriculture as

well as manufacture in Canada is found
in. the tobacco industry. It transpires
that in two counties of Ontario the

growth of tobacco increased from 600,000
lbs, in 1897 to 7,500,0001b5. in 1906, and

the crops the past two years have shown
still further increases. This tobacco has

been recognised as especially suitable for
conversion into plug for chewlug and
smoking. The production is all being
consumed in Canada, and has materially
lessened the demand for foreign tobacco.
Parliament, as claimed, has made soma

important changes in the tariff that will
operate in extending and enlarging the
production of tobacco, not only for home
consumption but for export.

EIGHT YEAR 4ECORD.

Year. Deaths. Injured
1901 .. .. Y 74
1002 .. .. . . 15 106

190.1 .. .. .. 14 63

1904 .. .. .. 14 206

1905 .. ., 24 200

1900
....

.. 14
.. ..

?. 100

1907 .. ..
.. 15 106

1908 .. .. . . 10 •27*2

District Lands Office,

Auckland, 7th Jan., 1909.

IT is hereby notified that application has

been made by Mr Thus. Tooman, of
Wattomo, for that area of Crown Land, be-
ing 90 acres more or less, part of Section
4, Block X., Orahirl S.D., and that the
said application will be considered by the
I.anil Board at their meeting lu February,
in terms of Section 129 of “The Laud Act,
1908.”

JOHN STRAUCIION,
Commissioner of Crown Lauds.

NORTHERN STEAMSHIP COM.
PANY LIMITED.

Weather and other circumstances permit-
ting, the Company's steamers will leave, as
unde.-;— *

Tor Russell.

CLANSMAN
.... Every Monday, at 7 pin.

Tor Russell, Whangaroa, and

Mangonni.
CLANSMAN. .Every Wednesday, at 5 p.m

No Cargo for RusselL
For Awauui, Waibarara, Houhora,

Whangaroa, and Mangonui.
APANUI Every Monday, at 2 p.m.

No Cargo Whangaroa aud Mangonui.
For Whangaruru, Helena Bay, Tu.

tukaka, and Wlianauaki.
PAEROA .... Tuesday, 15th Dec., 1 pin.

For Great Barrier.
WAIOTAHI

.... Every Wednes., midnight
For Waiteke and Coromandel.

LEAVE AUCKLAND.
ROTOMAHANA. .Tues.. 15th Dec.. 2.30 p.m.
BOTOMAHANA... .Thurs., 17th Dec., 7.15

a.m.
LEAVE COROMANDEL, VIA WAIHEKB.
ROTOMAHANA. .Wed., 16th Dec., 11 a.m.

ROTOMAHANA. .Sat.. 19th Dec., 6.30 a.m.

FOR WAIHEKE.
Evety Saturday, at 2 p.m., returning Ev-

ery Monday, arriving about 9 a.m, Monday
Morning.

FROM ONEHUNGA.
For Hokianga.

CLAYMORE Every Thursday,
For Raglan, Kawhia, and Waitara,
WAITANGI..,.Every Monday or Thursday

WHANGAREI SERVICE.
DECEMBER.

Steamers leave Whangarel as under:—
S.S. NGAPUHI S.S. COROMANDEL

Leaves
Train Whangarel Mangapal, Parua

to Wharf. Bay.
Goods Train. Pas. Train Leaves

Ist- 9.15 a.m. 1 p in. 11 a.m. No str.
3rd—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. 1 p.m.
Sth—9.ls a.m. 1 p.m. No str. 1 p.m.
8th—*Prvs. day. 9 a.m. 7 a.m. No str.

10th—»Prvs. day. 9.30 a.m. 8 a.m. 10 am.
12th—9.15 a.m. 11 a.m. No str. 11 a.m.
15th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. No str.
17th—9,15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. 1 p.m.
19th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. No str. 1 p.m.
22nd—»Prvs. day. 9 a.m. 8 a.m. No str.
24th—*Prvs. day. 9.30 a.m. 7 a.m. 0 a.m.

25th—No cargo. 7 a.m. No str. No str.

29th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. No. str.
30th—No cargo. 3 p.m. No str. No str.

315t—11.45 a.m. 7 p.m. 11 a.m. noon
31st—No cargo. 10 p.m. No str. No str.

JANUARY, 1909.

Ist—No cargo. 3 p.m. No str. No str.
3rd—No cargo. 2 p.m. No str. No str.

♦Goods outward by steamer leaving on

following dates, viz., Bth, 10th, 12th, 22nd,
aud 24th, must leave up-country stations

by afternoon train previous day.

NORTHERN S.S. CO., LTD.,
Agents.

THOS. COOK AND SON
Passenger Agents for

p and O. Co. Cape Lines

Orient R.M. Line Mess. Marltimes
N.D.L. (German) Canadlan-Austu.
N Z Shipping Co. White Star

Etc., Etc.

Before Booking your Tickets to London ot

elsewhere write for ‘COOK’S SAILING
LIST" (posted free), giving FARES by all
lines, and Sailings iu advance. No Booking
Fees. Special Advantages. Apply

COOK'S SHIPPING OFFICE,
Queen-st.; Auckland.
Next G.P.0., Wellington.

DON’T FORGET THAT. .
.

“SCOTT’S EMULSION”

IS JUST AS USEFUL FOR SICKNESS

IN SUMMER AS IN WIN TEH
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Sports and Pastimes.

CRICKET.

N.S.W. Beata Scnth Australia.

The cricket match between South Aus-

tralia and New South Wales was con-

cluded last week. New South Wales’ first

innings totalled 447. South Australia,
Whose first innings totalled 272, made

192 in their second—Gehrs 46, Dolling
88 and Woodford 25, being the chief
contributors. New South Wales, having
one wicket down for 19, have thus won

by nine wickets.

Professor Marshall, of Dunedin, lec-
tured before a representative gathering
on “The Earth Movement of the South-
west Pacific” last night.

The Australian Eleven.

A number of representative cricketers
in Sydney last week met the Board of

Cricket Control and discussed the terms

of payment to members of the Australian

eleven to visit England. Nothing as to
the proceedings was allowed to trans-

pire.
It is believed that the Board of Con-

trol adheres to its original terms for the

English visit.
A member of the Board has received a

cable from an English authority stating
that the M.C.C. strongly supports the

Board, and characterises the players as

mutineers.
A great deal of feeling has been im-

ported into the subject of the Board’s
terms in Australia, and it is regrettable
that English authorities have begun to
call the players names for a very human
proceeding—trying to do as well for

themselves as is possible. Nothing of

what occurred at yesterday’s conference

between the Board and Noble, Laver and

Hill, representing the players, has trans-

pired. W’hile the conference was pending
certain players who are not amongst the

certainties, but who have good chances

of selection which will amountto a certain-
ty if any other players refuse the terms,
have let the Board know, through agents,
that they regard the terms as fair, and

that they are willing to accept them.
They are making tin? position plain for

the reason that it is believed that, other

things being equal, the loyalists to the

Board will have the best chance of se-

lection. In other' words, if Brown and
Smith are equal in point of cricketing
ability, and Brown is a supporter of

the Board and Smith is not, tlxexi Brown

will be selected. The split has been has-

tened no doubt by the early announce-

ment made by Hartigan that he consid-
ered the terms reasonable and fair to the

players.
At a meeting of the Managing Com-

mittee of the New Zealand Cricket Coun-

cil last week, a letter was read from

Mr W. P. Melhone, honorary secretary
of the Australian Board of Control for

international cricket, in which it was

stated, in reply to the Council’s letter of

October 30, inviting the Australian team
to play a series of matches in New Zea-

land on its way to England, that the

Board regretted the invitation could not

be accepted. The Board would, however,
be prepared to arrange for the visit to

the Dominion of a second eleven of Aus-

tralia this season, the Council to pay all

travelling and hotel expenses, and 5/ per
day to tlxe players for personal expenses.

The committee decided that owing to

the lateness.of the season the team sug-

gested would fail to prove financially suc-

cessful, and that the Board of Control
should be advised to this effect, at the

same time suggesting that such a team

would be acceptable early in the season.

It was also resolved that the honorary
secretary should be instructed to write
to the Board of Control, inquiring the

terms upon which the Australian team

now about to visit England would, on its

return, plav a series of matches in New

Zealand.
'

The Heathcote-Williams Shield.

At a meeting of the managing commit-

tee of the New Zealand Cricket Council

hehl last week it was decided to award

Heathcote Williams Shield, presented by
Mr. Heathcote Williams, of Napier, for

compettion among the primary ami sec-

ondary schools, to the Christchurch Boys’
High School. It is now open for any
school to challenge the holders.

Plnnket Shield Matches.

At a meeting last week of the Otago
Cricket Association, convened to diocuss

the luatcli between Otago and Auckland,

the president (Mr. C. K. Smith) called

on Messrs. T. T. Ritchie (manager) and

C. G. Wilson (captain of the Otago
team) for their report. Mr. Ritchie
stated that he had given the Auckland
Association to understand that the

Otago team liad not come 800 miles to

play a drawn game. After the toss he and

Wilson interviewed the Auckland cap-

tain, and made it quite clear that the

game was on no account to be a draw.

They both left believing the matter to

be adjusted, but Auckland would not

allow the match to be played out, and

insisted on drawing stumps at six

o’clock. The association evidently did

not recognise the captains in the matter.

The president could find nothing in the
rules referring to a draw, and concluded
that the framers of the rules had never

contemplated such a thing. By not in-

forming the Auckland Association that

they had authorised the captain and

manager to act in the matter of time,

they had placed themselves out of court

so far as aix appeal was concerned.

It was resolved that a report be drawn

up by the captain, manager and presi-
dent, and that the council be asked to

take such steps as might be required in

the way of collecting information.

Auckland.

The championship matches under the

auspices of the Auckland Cricket As-

sociation were resumed on Saturday,
when the sixth round of the cup contest

was concluded.

In the senior grade, North Shore re-

sumed their first innings against Parnell,
and carried the total from 50 for xro

wickets to 232, of which Hadden com-

piled 101, W. Philson 28, Dacre 25, L.

Prime 22, J. A. Kallendex- 20. A Kerr

took foui' wickets for 90 runs, C. Olliff

two for 51, and Fairburn one for 43.

Parnell’s first innings the previous Satur-
day had realised 184, and in. the second

they had 90 up for the loss of three

wickets when time was called. Fairburn
making 25, Olliff 22 and Hutchings 20.

Woodward took two wickets for 26 runs,
and W. Bush one for 28. North Shore
won on the first innings, thus securing a

two-point win.

A two-point win was also scored by
Eden in their match with University.
In response to Eden’s big total of 347,
University could only muster 94, of which
Graham supplied 24, Wallace 22, and

Robinson 19. Brooke-Smith captured
four of the ’Varsity wickets for 27,
Robinson three fox- 31, aryl Cummings one

for 22. The follow-on of University
realised 148 fox- four wickets, the chief
scorers being Graham 66 not out, Robin-

son 63.

Relf practically won the match fox'
Eden Colts against Grafton. With six

wickets down for 57, the Colts’ chances
of passing theii’ opponents’ total of 201

did not look too promising, but Relf piled
on a very serviceable 127, which changed
the aspect, and the Colts registered a

two-point win. Alexander made a credit-
able 41, and the 22 put up by Slatter

was very acceptable. Of the Grafton

bowlers, Mason took eight wickets fox- 90

runs.

Ponsonby, batting two men short,
failed to reach the City score of 250,
and only succeeded in putting oxx 96, of

which Francis made 25, and Hemus 24.

Stemson had six wickets to his credit fox-

-37 runs. In ihe follow on Ponsonby
were more unfortunate still, ami they
only added 46 to their total, City thus

securing the only three-point win of fixe

day in the senior grade.
Among the second-grade players, Par-

nell A suffered their first defeat of the

season, Grafton beating them by eleven

runs on the first innings.
Eden scored a three-point win over

University. The University innings real-

ised 127 and 117 respectively, while Eden

made 413 in. theii- first, innings fox- seven

wickets, at which stage the. innings was

declared closed.

Ponsonby beat Eden B by seven

wickets, the scores being Eden 77 in the

first innings and 92 in the second, while

Ponsonby compiled 85 in their first ven-

ture, and in the second made 95 for

three wickets.
Among the third grade teams. Uni-

versity beat City by 70 runs, and Parnell
beat Exlen A bv one wicket.

LAWN TENNIS.

Auckland Champions.

The provincial championships have

now been decided, and leave the follow
ing list of winners:—Men’s singles, S.

Upton; men’s doubles, J. P. Grossmann

and E. Miekson; combined doubles, H.

Keith and Miso Woodroffe; ladies’ dou-
bles, Miss Cooper and Miss Harvey. The

men’s doubles and combined doubles
have jxassed into entirely new hands,
as none of the winners in these events

have ever before been successful in those

classes. Congratulations are due to Miss

Woodroffe and E. Hickson for theii’ first

appearance in the honours list. The

others are familiar to us as intermittent

winners of some years’ standing.

Coming to the Front.

Two very promising young lady play-
ers became prominent at the Nelson

tournament, namely. Misses Wellwood
ami Braithwaite. The former gives

every indication of being a future

champion. She is described as having
more freedom of style than even Miss

Powdrell, and a stronger service. Her

drive- appears to be capable to improve-
ment, as it is hit from very low down

on the bounce. Miss Braithwaite is an

excellent volleyer, and has much natural
cleverness fox’ the game. Both these

ladies come from Hastings.
Among the men., no bright particular

stai' seems to be in the ascendant. A.

G. Wallace, with more practice, would

go far, but his leisure time seems limi-

ted. H. W. Brown, of 'Wellington is

an improved player, but lacks endur-

ance.

A bad Habit.

There was a. good deal of technical

foot-faulting at the Auckland tourna-

ment. The rule on the point is—-
“The server shall serve with both feet

behind the base-line, and within the lim-
its of the imaginary continuation of the

centre service, and the side-lines. It is

not a fault if one only of the server’s

feet do not touch the ground at the

moment at which the service is deliv-
ered. He shall place both feet on the
ground immediately before serving, and

shall not take a running nor a walking
start.”

That is to say, when about to throw

up the ball ami strike it, von must put
both feet on the ground, during the

motion of the racket; one foot may lift,
but both feet must nevertheless remain

behind the service line until the racket

has struck the ball. The player may
lean ovex’ the line at any angle, which
the laws of gravity will allow, but both

feet must be behind the line, and one

on the ground at the moment at which

the ball is struck.

Taranaki Tournament.

Splendid weather prevailed fox- the Tara-
naki tennis tournament on Saturday, and
there was a very large attendance. Mr.
I-'rater, of Auckland, won the men’s handi-
cap second grade singles. The men’s cham-
pionship will fix' concluded to-day. Satur-

day’s results were as follows:—•
Ladies’ Championship Singles.—Third

round: Miss Powdrell beat Mrs. E. Jones.

B—2, 6—l. Final: Miss Nunneiiey beat

Miss Powdrell. 6—3, 4—6, 6—3.

Men’s Championship Singles.—Second
round: Brailsford heat S. Powdrell 7 5.
6—3; IT. W. Brown beat 1.. J Taylor,

6—2, (*—l. Third round: S. J. Smith, a bye
from Nicholson: Wilding beat Brailsford.
G—2, 6—o; Fisher bea’r Jennings. 3—6.

G—3, 6—3; Parker beat Brown, 6— 1, 6—O.

Semi-linnl: Wilding beat Smith. <l—<». 6—l.

Men’s Championship Doubles.—Second

round: Parker ami Brown beat Tayior and

Black, G—4. 6—o: Fisher and Wilding beat

JenttingH ami t’aplen. 6 3, l> 2.

Ladies' Championship Doubles.— First

round: Mrs. Jones and Miss I‘owdrell boat
Misses Simpson. <> 1. 6- 2. Second round:
Mrs. Payne and Miss N'unm-lley boat Miss

i’ave and Miss Brewst- r. G 2. G 0; Mrs.

Jones and Miss Powdrell boat Misses Thom-

son. 6—2 6—L Final: Mrs. Payne mid

Miss Nunneiiey beat Mrs. Jones and Pow-

drell. 4—6. 6- 4. 7—5.
Cmnblned Championship Doubles. First

round: Miss Powdrell and Fisher beat Miss

t’ave ami IL W. Brown. 6 I. 6- 3; Miss

Brewster and Black boat Miss D. Simpson

nml Dr. Fookes. <1 I. 6- L Second id:

Miss Nunneiiey nml Wilding beat Miss

Brewster ami Black. • > 2. 6 3.

Fisher and Parker meet in the semi-llmil

.if the elmmpion singles. The ninner plays
Wilding.

BOWLING.

The Northern Association g

Tournament.

The auuual tournaiueut of (he Norther <
Bowling Amotdotlsti was hehl this yerr at

Napier, and proved one of the most aue*

< essful gathering* that have taken place
under the auspices of tbie body. The Na-
pier Club managed to secure the champion,*-
ship, after a keen mutch with Fielding in

(tie tinal. Fielding taking second honours,
and Bluff Hill third. The final was play-
ed on the Napier Green on Friday last, be-
tween Napier and Fielding. and

great interest was taken in the
match, wbnch was closely follow-
ed by a large crowd of tspeetutora.
Napier scored abrilliant win. which wm

greeted with enthusiasm. Following were
the teams: Nanier: •{. Holt, A E. Wr'ght-
aou, J. P. Smith, H. Bull (skip). Feilding:
W. Irving. G. Manning. c. Stewart. G. Say-
well (skip). The result, which ended in Na-
pier’s favour by 24 to 21, was in doubt until
the last head.

The recovery of the Napier team was a
brilliant exposition of skill, and roused the
spectators to great enthusiasm. Fvilding
al&o played a splendid game, hut failed
against the clogged persistency of the!* op
laments. All the Napier team played wit>

much skill, while the driving of Stewart
(Fehding) was a treat to witness. Bull (th<
Napier skipt was carried shoulder high of
the green by his enthusiastic supporters.

In the afternoon Wilding (the whiners iu

the C section) met Bluff Hill (the whineir
in tlie A section) in a match for second
position in the champion fours. Both teams

had been defeated by Napier. The mntcV
was distinctly good, and attracted coiuddei*-
able attention, but Feilding, opening on the
first head with three up, held the advantage
throughout. Bluff Hill ninth’ a great effort
to catch their opponents, but FeWding werf
not to be denied, and won by 19 to 15.

About 50 bowlers met In (he evening,
when Iho quest’on of entertaining at the
tournament was discussed. A motion re-
garding “mushroom” euibs entering for the

champion fours was withdrawn on its being
stated that matter would receive the
council's attention.

The following table shows the position
of the clubs:—

Auckland.

The final of the president’s cup at the

Remuera green, plpyed last Saturday, was

won by Messrs. Hood, Robertson. Hanna

and Sanderson (skip), who defeated

Messrs. Headdy, Smallbone, Baxter and

the Rev. W. Beatty (skip), bv 21 to id.

Messrs. M. Casey. J. Beecroft, Gardi-

ner, and V. Langsford. of the Ponsonby,
challenged Mesrrs. Baddedey, Fletcher,
Cutler, and C. Laurie, of the Carlton,
holders of the Edwin Stars, and succeeded
in defeating them by 27 to 11.

Auckland Association Tourname.

KE ARRANGEMENT OF DRAW.

At the meeting hehl on Batunlay evening
at Mr A. M. Bryden’s office to consider the.

advisability of playing the pennant matches
at the Auckland Provincial Bowling Asso-

ciation's tournament in two sections, it was

decided to play the pennant matches in one

section. The A section draw of the open
fours was slightly altered, rounds one ami
five being transposed. Tin* following is the
rearrangement of draw.

I’ENNANT M ATI TIES.

I’ONSONBY GREEN
To commem-e at S 3<> a.m. eaeh day. First

rouud: Auckland v. I’onsonby. Epsom v.

Rm-ky Nook. Pevonport v. Grey Lynn,
( arlton v. Mount Eilcii, Onehunga a bye.
Second rmind: Auckland v. Epsom. Devon-

port v. Rocky Nook. Carlton \ Grey Lynn.

Onehuuga v. Mount Eden. I’ousonbv a bye.
Third round: Auckland v. Devonport, I’on-

s«’iiby v. Epsom. Carlton v Rocky Nook,

Onvhmiga v. Grey Lynn. Mount Eden a bye.
Fourth round: Auckland v. Carlton. Pon-

roiib.\ v. I <>nport. Ouebunga v. Rocky

Nook. Mount IMeii v. Guy Lynn, Epsom a

bve. Fifth round: Auckland Omhunga,

A SECTION.
Wins. Losses.

Bluff Hill 9 1

Victoria 7 3
Stratford 7 3
Waipawn <> 4
Remuera 6

Turanganui 4 fl

El tham 4 6
Wavcrley 4 0
I’ihania 3 7
Pahiatua 3 7
Petaue 2 S

B SECTION.

Napier 11 1
Carlton 8 2
Upper Plains fl 4

Hastings 5 5
Havelock 5 6
Thorudon 5

Ilawera 4 t
St. John’s 4 0
Palmerston North 4 6

Patea 3 7
Newtown 2 8

C SECTION.
Feilding 10 J
Wanganui 8 3
Gisborne 8 3

Greenmoadows 0 &
Fa radon (» 5
Kelburne G 5

Wellington G

Masterton 6 5

Dannevirke 4 7
Manaia 3 R

Groytown 2 9

Karorl I 10
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PonMonby v. Carlton, Epsom v Devonport,
Mount Edvn v. Rocky Nuok, Grey Lynn a

bye. Sixth round: Auckland v. Mount Eden,

Vonsoiiby v. OnohtingH, Epsom v. Carlton,
Grey Lynn v. Rocky Nook, Devouport n

I»ye. Seventh round: Auckland v. Grey

41111, Ponsonby v. Mount Eden, Epaom v.

Onehunga, Devonport v. Carlton, Rocky
Nook a bye. Eighth round: Auckhind v.

'Rooky Nook, t'onsoiiby v. Grey Lynn,

■Epsom v. Mount Eden, Uevonport v. Quo-
liUDgn, Carlton a bye. Ninth round: I’on-

f»onby v. Rorky Nook, Epsom v. Grey Lynn,
•3>evonporl v. Mount Eden, Curlton v. One-
buugn, Auckland u bye.

OPEN FOURS.

AUCKLAND GREEN.

A Section. First round: Bradley (One-
liungn) v Eyre (Devouportk Mclndoe (Ota-
-iiuhu) v. Ashton (Mount Alberti, Buchanan

I Fonsonhx i v. Baddeley (Ponsonby). Sec
ond round: Bradley v. Buchanan, Mclndoe
V. Eyre, Baddeley V. Ashton. Third

round: Bradley v. Baddeley, Mclndoe

y. Buchanan, Ashton v. Eyre. Fourth
round: Bradley v. Ashton, Mclndoe v. Bad-
deley, Buchanan v. Eyre. Fifth round:

(Bradley v. Mclndoe, Buchanan v. Ashton,

(Baddeley v. Eyre.
Section B. As originally drawn.

Champion Singles. Sections C ami D will
l»e played on Mount Eden green Instead of

nt Epsom green, and section E is altered
from Ponsonby green to Epsom green.

Pennant Competition ami Pairs.--Play to

Mart at 8.30 a.in. each day. Four games to
be played each tiny.

Champion Singles. -Commence on Friday
fit 1.30.

Open Fours. Commence on the Auckland

green at nine a.in.

Afternoon tea will be provided on all

greens at a charge of Cxi. All players on

Other greens than Auckland ami Mount

Eden are requested to provide their own

lunch. On I lie two latter, viz., Auckland
iind Mount Eden, lunch will be provided at

u charge of 1/6.

RIFLE SHOOTING.

Auckland Mounted Rifles.

A -shooting match was hold on Saturday

between the Avondale and town troops of
the A Squadron Ist A.M.R., arid resulted

in a win for (he (.own troop by 55 points.
/The following were the scores:—

TOWN TROOP.
tSergt. Morgan, 31 at 20(>yds, 33 at 500

yds 64

Corp. FeVguson. 2d, 32 OK

Lieut Holden, 29. 26 55

Corp. Eavrs, ?»5, 27 52

ISergt. Wheeler. 27. 21 F»1
CJ.M.-Sergt. Woods. .19, 11 33

ISergt. Hilles (one range only), 29 at

000yds 29

Total 342

AVONDALE TROOP.

6orgt. Neville, 30 al 200yds, 30 ftt 500

yds * . . *. *» . GO

(’apt. Potter, .>•, 29 &9

Trooper Hawke, jun., 20, 23 43

Trooper Hayward, 24, 16 40

•Trooper Hawke, sen., 18, 14. ......... 32

■Corp. Marlin. II 27

sergt. Hitchens, 17. 9 .26

Total 287

NO. 2 NATIVE RIFLES.

No. 21 Company Native Rifles held a num

her of shooting competitions at Penrose on

Saturday, there being a fair turn-out of

the members. The following were .the prin-
cipal scores:—

CAPTAIN RICHARDSON’S CUP.
(SECOND STAGE.)

Lance-Corp. W. Danrell. 37 at 2 H>y<ls,
41 at rxHiyds, handicap 14. total 92,

first stage 84, grand total 176

fler'gt W Phillips, 43, 45. 4. 92, 79.... 171

Corp. A. Danrell. 39. 46, scratch. 85, 83 168

SERGEANT PHILLIPS’ TROPHY.
(SECOND STAGE.)

Private W. Bates. 35 al 2<H»yds, 34 at

sOUyds, handicap 25, • total 94, first

stage 71, grand total. . . 160

Lance Corp. Speary. 28, 34, scratch,

62 , 96 ••••••• 158

iljinee ('orporal \V. Danrell, 37, 41,

scratch, 78. 72

WEEKLY ROOSTER.

jB.-rgt- W- Phillips, 43 at 200yds. 45 at

500yds, handicap 4. total 92

Jjiuce-Corp. VV. Danrell, 3.7, 41, 12 ... 90

Corp. A. Danrell. 39, 46, scratch 85

Ixiuce-Corporal ('. Speary, 28, 34, 14... 76

NO. 3 NATIVE RIFLES.

The No. 3 Native Rifles fired a match at

Penrose on Saturday, for a cash prize,

presented by Capt. J. I’. Stevenson. The
match was won by Col.-Sergt. A. J. King,

whose score was 63. The following were

the principal scores: -

H 01. Sergt. A. J. King (handicap scratch),
.‘lO at 2tM)yds. 33 at sOOy<le 63.

J‘te Chamberlain (14), 20, 27 61

ISergt. C. S. Hogau (11). ‘A3, 26 60

:Pte. Colquhoun (6), 26. 26 58

Pte. C. 1. Huntly (IO). 29, 19 58

i|*te. (Diflit'is (15), 20. 17 52

I‘t. . Wolham (19). 13, 18..... 50
'l’llo company commences tiring lor the

champion belt on Saturday. January 30, the

lunges being 200 and 500 yards.

AK \RANA RIFLE CLUB.

The members of Hie Akunina Rifle Chib
tired for the usual weekly trophy competi-
tions at Penrose on Saturday afternoon,
•there being a large attendance of membera.

Notwithstanding the westerly wind and
variable < :lil. some good scores were com-

piled. In the A Class, Mr A Patrick, with

the fine total of 97. won the splendid stag’s

bend, which was presented to the club by
{Mr I'. Combes, a vice president, for pur-
poses of competition. The trophy now be-

comes Mr Patrick’s property. Major A

M. Myers' medal wiw won In the B Class by

Mr S. Grant, who compiled 94, ami as this
is his second success, the medal becomes

Ids property. The following were the prin-
cipal scores:—

MR F. II COMBES’ TROPHY.

Mr A Patrick. 34 at 200yds, 34 at

500yCs. 29 at (JOOyds 97

Mr M. Atkinson. 33, 31, 32 96

Mr A. C. Watson, 29, 30. 29 88
Mr W. 11. She|»herd, 28, 27, 31 86
Mr G. T. Kretscliinar, 31, 25, 27 ...... 83

Mr J. Potter, 29, 26, 24 7V

MAJOR MYERS’ MEDAL.

Mr S. Grant, 33 at 200yds. 31 at s(Hyds,
3o at 600yds 94

Mr J. Sorenson. 27. 33, 27 87

Mr H. C. Colton, 32. 31, 21 84

Mr E. Reardon, 31), 24, 25 79

Mr A. Purchase, 27, 25, 24 76
Mr W. .1. Wheeler, 28, 29, 19

v.... 76
Mr F. Carrington, 33, 19, 21 73

Mr J. Mclntosh. 28. 22, 22 72
Mr M. Ikmglas, 26, 20, 13 59

Mr A. W. Thomas, 23, 18, 10 51

ATHLETICS.

Mr. Louis S. Robertson, the Scottish

light-weight ehampion wrestler, was

among the passengers who arrived by the

Federal-11 onIder-Shire liner Cornwall

last week in Wellington.

A Revival in Auckland.

The executive of the Auckland Amateur

Athletic Club are holding regular meet-

ings, when the call of the secretary is re-

sponded to by the best committee meet-

ings that have been held by the club for

the last twelve years. The greatest en-

thusiasm and energy have been displayed
by theexecutive, which augurs well fo. the

Marathon Meeting to be held on March 20

next.

The date of the Marathon Meeting has

been altered from the 13th to 20th March
owing to the former date being already
taken by the Championship Rowing Re-

gatta fixture, to l>e held at Mercer on

that date. The executive of the Amateur

Athletic Club very courteously, and

with a true spirit of sportsmanship,
shifted their meeting a week forward.

A number of men are training earn-

estly for the great Marathon Race from

llowick to Auckland, while the president
and secretary are receiving many letters

from athletic enthusiasts in the country,
asking for particulars of the race. It is

anticipated that Wellington, Dunedin,
Christchurch and Ashburton will be rc-

pre’sented in the Marathon iace on 20th

March-,-which will lend a Dominion flavour

to the event. <

The Controlling; Centre.

QUESTION OF HEADQUARTERS.

Christchui li and Wellington amateur

athletic bodies each claim the distinc-

tion of being the council of the Now

Zealand Amateur Athletic Association.
Further discussion on the subject took

place at a meeting of the Christvhiircli

body last week upon a letter receiv-

ed from the Auckland centre making
the following suggestions for a compro-
mise:—-(I) That the headquarters re-

main at Christchurch for the present
season, the present council to be the

governing body during that period, and
be recognised as such by all the affiliated
centres. (2) That during the season the

council oilect alterations in the consti-

tution of the association, so that direct

representation of the council should be

afforded the various centres, instead of

having the council nominated generally
as at present. (3) That before the ex-

piration of the present season a vote

of the centres be taken as to the de-

sirableness or otherwise of removing the

lieadquarters from Christchurch; if it be

considered desirable, then as to what
centre.

The attitude of the Auckland Associa-
tion was discussed, and doubt was *x-

pressod as to whether the centre would
continue its support to the Christchurch
council after the present season. Some

importance was attached to the question,,
as it appeared that Auckland would

hold the Im lance of power.
It was resolved to point out to the

Auckland centre that the council could
not, deal with the suggestions, but pre-
sumed that the centres would deal with
them in due course. It -was also under-

stood that the president would commu-

nicate with the Otago centre in reerard
to the siig£?estion that a deputation
should visit the South.

At ft meeting of the W-’llingtorr cetjiro
c»f the N.Z. Auuitour Atlilo’i■• Assucbition,
the (bairuian imuln the fuliowb'e oxu’u-

natioii of the attitude of the Wellington
< nitre in the matter of the dispute which
<h»i« arisen between the various
centres and flic old counrll of the
New Zealand AI Idelle Association In ChrLst-
cluirch. Mr I‘ollork said. •‘The real
issue Qb members nf the Otago. Wel-

lington and H.>uUiland centres are well

aware, and as the Canterbury and Auck-
land ventres have alao realised). Is that
our late Athletic Associa-tlon Couueli adopt-
ed an illegal and unconstHutionol attitude
in connection with the election of a council
to aduilnhrter the affairs of the association
for the season 1908-IOt)9. It is matter of his-
tory how certain nominations which were

in accordance with the Hues, and which
were forwarded by the Wellington and
Otago centres were refused.

The Wellington delegates i epievent-
ed thirty-seven out of . fifty ama-

teur athletic clubs. The question
of head<iuarters was not involved in any

way. The delegates realised, as an elec-
tion had been denied them, there was no

council in existence, the one nominated be-
ing properly ignored. The council which

was elected by the representative .*’.7 clubs
cannot he by any stretch of imagination
termed self-elected. The gentlemen com-

posing the council were muninated solely
by the Otago and Southland delegates; no
Wellington delegate even made a suggestion
with reference to the personnel of the new

executive, under whose control the amateur

athletic affairs of this Dominion should

progress. With regard to the well-meant

suggestions of the Auckland centre, I would
like to say that it is a matter for regret that
tlie centre was not represented at the

last conference of centres held at Christ-
church. Amateur athletic matters have for

some years been in such a normal condition
in Auckland (hat it could irnt be expected
that the officials of clubs or the centre there
would keep themselves posted up in the
doings of the Council of the N.Z.A.A.A.
Auckland apparently had little or on business
to put before the Council, the main duties
of the Auckland centre secretary (Mr. Ohl-
son), being to semi along the fees due ami
to record the centre’s vote when invited by
(he executive of the Cv/ncil. I am pleased
to find the Auckland centre under the able

guidance of Mr. Leo Myers, is awakening to

a sense of its responsibilities, and I feel

confident that as soon as they become
fully conversant with the facts t-hat led the
Otago, Wvllinuton and Southland centres to

move in tZe direction of setting up a fresh
amateur athletic governing, body, so soon
will they fall in line wtih the executive, of
which Dr. Newman is the head. 1 might
point oiQ that from a geographical point of
view Auckland and Wellington have much in

common, and there is just now much jubila-
tion in Wellington amateur athletic circles
at the prospect of Wellington and Auckland
athletes foregathering occasionally al ama-
teur sports meetings and contesting in

friendly rivalry for amateur athletic supre-
macy.

The Professional Dispute,

Tlie Executive of the New Zealand A.U.
(hi vercargill) decided to declare the

AS ungauui <.’iilcdoni;tn Society’s meeting an
unregistered meeting, and to disqualify- all
competitors thereat. Members of the Union
state that they have considered all means
of conciliation, and used every endeavour,
but fruitlessly, to arrive at an amioa-ble
Settlement.

The N.Z. Sports Federation wilt be asked
to endorse the disqualifleatiou, and those
disqualified will not be permitted to take
part in any class of sport affiliated to the
Federation. The dispute arose out of the
disqiuilitieation of the director of the Wan-

ganui Society, who competed at the Christ-
church Scottish Society’s gathering at Exhi
bition time.

FOOTBALL.

Professionalism Discounted

'the Scottish Rugby Union has can-

celled its annual inateli with England,
one of the six internationals for the Cal-

cutta Cup which have been played with-
out intermission since 1890.

The grounds of the cancellation are

that the E.R.U. sanctioned payments to

tlie All Blacks and Wallabies of a guinea
per week each, in addition to their trav-

elling and hotel expenses. The Union
also complains that the Anglo-Welsh
team of 1908 received a daily travelling
allowance.

The committee of the S.R.U. was unan-

imously of opinion that these payments
are contrary to the principles of ama-

teur football and amount to profession-
alism.

Mr. .Tas. MacMalion, manager of the

Wallabies, states that allowances to foot-
ballers on tour were unthought of in

Australia until the visit of the Rev. Mul-

lineux’s team, the members of which all

received daily allowances for expenses
over and above the cost of board and

Mr. MacMahon reminds the Scottish
Union that the team captained by D. R.

Bedell-Sievright, one of Scotland’s fore-

most internationals, also received allow-

ances during its tour of Nexv Zealand and

Australia.
The Wallabies were simply following

the English I'nion’s rule, and they were

confident that they were not infringing
the laws of amateurism in any shape dr
form.

The Australian Footballers.

Tlatley defeated the Australian League
players by 12 points to 5, the home team

scoring three goals and two tries to the
Australians’ goal and a try.

The Wallabies’heat a British and Cilif-
ton team by one goal and two tries (ll
points) to one try (3 points).

SCULLING.

The Sculling Championship.

In conversation with an Elthaiu t;Ar-

gus” reporter, Arnst stated that he had
heard Webb’s |>eople were prepared to put
him forward in another match for the

championship.

Fogwell-Welch Match.

In connection with the Fogwell*
Wheleh match, to be rowed on Easter
Monday at Akaroa, it is very probable
that arrangements will be made for W.
Webb to act as pacemaker and also
trainer for Wheleh. The latter is very
anxious to secure Webb’s services, and
there is every prospect of the ex-cham-

pion of the world assisting the Akaroa

sculler. The latter’s friends are deter-

mined to spare no expense to give their

man every opportunity of being fit to

do himself justice on the day, and it
is safe to say that Webb is just’ the.
man to bring out the best that is in

Wheleh, who should benefit very con-

siderably by having the Wanganui scul-

ler’s assistance in his preparation.

ROWING.

West End Club's ”At Hnue."

The trila fours rowede by the West

End (dub, Auckland, in connection with
their t ahome, were won by G. L. Dixon’s

crew, who led H. Rowe's crew by a

length, A. Carlaw’s crew being third.

AQUATICS.

Royal N.Z. Yacht Squadron.

Rawene and Kotiri scr., Ngatira IJm.,
and Wairere 51m., were the only starter®
in the R.N.Z.Y.S. raoe ett Saturday for tha
thirty feet and under class of yachts.
Rawene finished first, followed by Nga-
tira, Wairere and Kotiri, but on corrected
time the prize goes to Wairere with
Rawene .second and Ngatira third.

Ponsonby Cruising Club,

Ronaki finished first in the Ponsonby
C'rtrising (dub's ocean race on Saturday
last, 'with Alva second and Glady third,
but on time allowance the placing was

Ronaki and Glady a tie for first prize
and Alva third.

North Shore Rowing Club.

The final of the trial fours held on

Saturday by the North Shore Rowing
Club was won by T. Davis, G. Buchanan,
It. Kessell, .1. Williams, and A. Bongard
(cox), who defeated W. Logan’s crew

by. half a length the finish "being a most
keen one.

Motor Launch Races.

'I lie New Zealand Power Boat Associa-
tion held a series of launch races in the
Harbour on Satuiday, for trophies pre-
sented by the vice-commodore (Mr. Jasgst
and tlie rear-commodore (Col. White). The
commodore's launch Alleyne acted as flag-
ship, and the officers of the day were Mr.
V. Howdeu. starter and timekeeper, ami
the commodore, Mr. A. Brett, and the vice-
commodore, Mr. Jaggs. During the absence
of the Alleyne, which took part in the
last race, the Itoma acted as flagship. Fol-

lowing are the results:—
Under 7 knots: Mr. A. J. Barker's Cyg-

net, Bm, 1; Mr. J. Cooper’s Winnie, 4m, 2;
Mr. W. It. Twigg’s Sport, scr., 3.

Also started: Eagle 3m, Edna Gm, Nelson

Stu. The finishing times were: Cygnet 3h 2m
255; Winnie. 311 4in 14s; Sport, 311 5m 2s;
■Edna. 3h 5m 20s: Nelson, 3h Gm 555; Dione,
3h Gm 555; Eagle. 311 13m 40s.

Under 8 knots: Mr. C. Bailey’s Alice,
■ scr., 1; Mr. G. Brookfield’s imperial, Brn.

2; Messrs. Bailey and Lowe's Floral, 2m, 3.

Also started. Banshee, Buffalo, Kotiro-,
(Buffalo, and Maroro, scr.; Kelvin 2m,
Valte 4m, Marere Gm. The finishing times
were: Allee, 4h 18m 545; Imperial, 4h 20tn

2s; Floral, 4li 20m 2s: Marere, 4h 2111 4Gs;
Kotiro, 4h 22m 425; Kelvin, 411 2ttra 10s;
iMaroro 41i 23m 15s; Valte, 4h 23m 435;
Buffalo, 4h 24m 245; Banshee, 4h 24m 525.

Under six knots: Mr. Dryland’s Perfec-
tion. 2m, 1; Mr. I.ockie's Blue Bell, scr., 2.

N'ukt Matureka did not start. The finish.-

ing times were: Perfection, 3h st»m 275.

Bine Bell 4h Gm 235.
Over 8 knots: Mr. J. Heid’s Seabird, scr.,

1; Mr. A. Brett’s Alleyne, Bm, 2.

The only starters. On the completion of

the first round, Seabird had the issue of
tlie race bevond doubt, being close oh her

rival, me imisn was: Seabird 4b 55m 425,’
lAUeyne tb Om 19s.
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SWIMMING.

Waitemata Club's Carnival.

The Waitenruta Swimming Club’s third
carnival of the season was held in the

Albert-street baths, Auckland, at attendt-
ance sufficing to tax the seating accom-
modation to the utmost.

Electric Handicap, 50yds. -- McLaren

1. Underwood 2. Six competed- A capital
finish. Time 325.

Novice Handicap, 50yds. — Reid 1, Under-
wood 2. A well contested race. Time,
32 2 ss.

106yds Championship of the Waitemata

Club.—M. E. <'hampion 1, A. O’Hare 2, 8.
W. Kean 3. Six competed. From a beau-
tiful start, ('hampion put himself in the
lead by half a yard before 20 yards had
been Covered, and kept his advantage up to
the 36 yards mark, where Kernott and

Kean were both withjn a yard of him. Re-

turning to the starting point, Champion
easily maintained his own. but when 75
yards had been covered, O’Hare had ad-
vanced to second position. Making for the
tape O’Hare further increased his advan-
tage over the third man (Kean), but Cham-
pion was more than equal to the occasion,
and won easily by a yard ami a half from

O’Hare, who led Kean by little more than a
head. Champion’s time was Im 0 2 ss.

1 2-5 s longer than his own previous record

of 65s for New Zealand, which he holds

jointly with H. Creaghe (Dunedin). The

world’s record is held by C. M. Daniels
(New York), whose time is 55 2-ss.

Athletic Club's Relay Championship,
teams of four, two widths of bath per man.

— City Football Club No. 2, 1. Seven teams

competed. A keen struggle ensued in this
race, ami the finish was very close.

Boys’ Handicap, under 17, 50yds. — F.
Baker 1, Matthews ami Stewart, dead heat,

2. Seven competed. Won on the taps.
Time 345.

New Year Handicap, 72 yards. — Weston
1, Campbell 2. Nine competed. One of

the best races of the evening. Time 525.
440yds .Championship of Waitemata Club

(12 laps and 10 yards of baths). —M. 14.
Champion 1, 8. W. Kean 2, F. J. Kernott
3. The only competitors. Champion was at

once in the lead after a few yards had
been covered, ami the end of the second

Lap found him two yards ahead of Kean,
who led Kernott by a similar distance. At

150 yards, Champion was 15 yards in front

of the other two, who were now swim-

ming abreast, these positions being un-

changed as the seventh lap terminated.

■yVith Kean and Kernott still together,
Champion, swimming easily, led by 20 yards
at the eighth lap, and 25 at the tenth,
winning the race by that margin. Kean,
who had left Kernott during the eleventh

lap, was seven yards in front of the third
man. Champion’s time was Cm 235, 4s

beyond his previous New Zealand record of
6m 19s.

Committeemen’s Handicap, 100yds.—C.
Weaver, 13s, 1; S. Dickey, scratch, 2. Won
very easily. Time. 54 l-ss.

Balloon Race.— Francis 1.

Suspended.

Zojtan .de Halmey, the Hungarian
swimmer,. who formerly held the 220

yards amateur swimming championship
of Great Britain, has. been suspended by
the Hungarian Swimming Association for

failing to attend a meeting of the associ-

ation to answer questions regarding in-

fringements of the laws of amateurism.

Australasian Championships,

In the Australasian swimming cham-

pionships at Sydney, C. Healy (N.S.W.)
won the 100 yards race in sec., beat-

ing Hardwicke (jtf.S.W.) by 2A yards.

Beaurepaire (Vic.) won the half-mile

race in 11 min. 36 2-5 sec., defeating
Hardwicke by 40 yards.

BOXING.

Fitzsimmons is Resurrected.

This is how the American sporting
writers refer to Fitzsimmons’ return to

the ring. “Fitzsimmons has escaped
from the boneyard again, and is on his

way. to Europe to collect 25.000dd1s for

four fights. Two of the goes will be

with those prize royal boobs, Jem Roche

and Gunner Moir. Well, nobody is sorry
to see the old speckled trout grab a little

tush in his old age; If the King wants
to .see a go between a centenarian and a

hunk of cheese, he can have it as long as

he pays for it. It’s no use to tell a far-

mer that* the brick he is buying is gild-
ed. It only makes him sore.

"But alter this don’t let any of the

Kink’s subjects say that this is a sucker

village. It’s true that our fair city falls
for Some awful rough stull now and then,
but not anything like this. The muni-

cipal hook may be a little rusted from

the want of use, but if Ruby Robert ami

Gunner Moir should knock at our gates
the harpoon-thrower would surely answer

the clamour of the people and do his

duty.
“However, we shouldn't worry. The

laugh is on the Kink. It's his money;
Robei’t can use it. We don’t care

Who he put the bee oil as long as wc’rO
not btung.”

VOLUNTEER NOTES

iBy RIFLEMAN.)

The Engineers- go into ramp at Fort
(’uutlvy on the 23rd inst., and will remain
under canvas for 16 days.

Col.-Sergt. Gibson, uf the Victoria Rifles,
has resigned from active service in the

corps, and will go on the reserve strength.
It is stated that in al! probability pay-

ment wi I be made to all volunteers who

attend the Easter manoeuvres this year, ir-

respective of the proportion uf company
strength attending.

(’apt. Carpenter, A.A.G., will probably
visit Cambridge on or about Friday, the
22nd inst., for the purpose of examining
those officers who arc up for promotion on
their practical knowledge of military duties.

A meeting of the officers commanding
squadrons of the 2nd Regiment A.MR.

will bo held in Hamilton on Friday, Feb-
ruary 12. when, amongst other matters,

arrangements for the Easier and annual
training camps will be made.

The detachment of No. 3 Company A.G.A.
have returned from their trip to the Ho-

telna and Maketu districts, after a

very successful and enjoyable visit, during
which they competed in several rille

matches.
Several promotions take effect this week

in No. 1 Company Garrison Artillery.
Corporal West becomes sergeant, Gunner

Marshall becomes corporal, and Gunners

Cockrane. and Hipkins have been raised to

the rank of bombardiers.

I'he examinations for the No. 2 Co. Garri-
son Artillery take place on the last Mon-

day of. this month. 'l'he company is also
holding paid daylight parades on Saturdays,
the 16th and 23rd inst. Lieut. Vaughan
is taking the company through the annual

camp, which commences on February 5.

Captain Richardson, artillery instructor
for the Dominion, will arrive in Auck and

for the second .week of the No. 1 Company’s
(Garrison Artillery) camp, which commences

at Fort Bastion this week. He will re-

main through the camps of Nos. 2 and. 3

Companies, ‘the former at Fort Cautley
and the latter at Fort Takapuna, both
being under canvas together.

As a result of the win by the Victoria

Rifles No. 3 team of the championship in

the teams’ match at 'the recent rifle meeting
of the Auckland Rifle Association, the first

and second teams of the corps are on the

move to arrange a re-trial of markmanship,

the team with the lowest score to find a

shooting trophy for the corps.
Col. Bell, O.C. the Second Regiment

A.M.R., is at present on a tour of inspec-
tion in the Waikato of the Government

property in the possession of the regiment.
Soiue time ago, the New Zealand Defence

Council invited applications from officers of
the defence forces who were desirous of

proceeding to England to undergo a twelv •

months! course.of military instruction, with

a view to being appointed to the New Zea-

land instructional staff. Three applications
have' already been received from local offi-

cers. It should be repeated that all such

applications must be-received by the O.C.D.
In such time as will insure their arrival at

Wellington by February 25th.
With the approach of the Garrison Artil-

lery camps, attention is once more directed
to the duty of the members to make them-

selves thoroughly acquainted with the re-

cent circular (dated October 24th, 1908).
from Captain Richardson, artillery instruct-

or, who has therein much to say in the way

of instruction and advice with regard to the

last encampment. Lieutenant-Colonel Pat-

terson, O.C. Garrison Artillery, is desirous
of all giving special attention to the study
of the remarks made by Captain Richard-

son in this connection.
Already 83 applications (Including officers)

have been received by the promoters, for

enrolment in the new Highland Rifle Corps,
for which arrangements are under way, and,

as this will be probably found to exceed

considerably the required number, the nuc-

leus of a second company is expected to re-

main after the first is formed. Mr P. M.

Mackay-, who is actively participating in the

work of formation, states that the uniform

selected is that of the 42nd (Black Watch),
and that the probable date for the accept-
ance of the new corps,.which will be known

as the Auckland Highland Rifles, will be

within two or three weeks.
A White Paper recently issued by the

War Office, gives particulars of the amounts

granted by colonial Governments to their

rifle associations. In it may be seen how

much more thorough is the system of en-

couragement to shooting overseas than it is

at Home. Canada gives an average of 32

million dollars annually, nearly one-half of

which goes to the Canada Rifle Association,

whose teams do so well al Bisley, ami who

produce such a network of marksman-in-

structors throughout the Dominion. This

association also receives 100,000 rounds of
ammunition free. New Zealand gives its
chief association £6OO, and, when a team is

selected for Bigley, a special grant of £1650
is usually made. Australia has spent an

average of £6OOO a year during the last live

seasons in grants to clubs, quite apart from
ammunition and other advantages. The

(‘ape of Good Hope gives £2500; the Trans-

vaal, £1000; Ceylon, 500 rupees; East Africa

keeps up a Volunteer Reserve; Fiji granted
£2lOO last year; Hong-kOng, 520,000 dollars;
.lanuilcp. £5*26; Nyasaland, £796; and Rho-

des in, £2206.

VOLUNTEER RIFLE CLUB.

formed in Auckland.

Some time ago Captain J. Potter, of (lie
A sqiiddron/'lst Regiment. Auckland Mount
cd Rifles, was approached •by members of

several volunteer corps in Auckland, with

a view .to (hb format lon or a Volunteer
Rifle Club. Tim project took practical
form at a meeting of the Shooting Com-

mittee of the A squadron, held last week.

when it was decided to furin a club, to be
known as the Auckland Volunteer Rifle
Club.

The objects of the club are to promote
shooting matches every Saturday during the

season for trophies on the Penrose Range.
All members of corps in Am-klamt are in-

vited to assist in the promotion uf the chib,
as, if <*arried to a successful issue, it will

undoubtedly prove of immense advantage
to volunteers generally throughout the dis-

trict. A meeting has been fixed to take

place on the second week in August, 1909.
when a committee will be elected, each

corps affiliated to have an equal number of

representatives. The annual subscription
has been suggested as £5 for each corps, amt

every member of. such corps may compete
free at all matches, the entranee fee being
10/ for each member of a votunteer corps
not affiliated. All further information may
be obtained from Captain Pottei\ t<r whom
application should be made for affiliation.

It is sincerely to be trusted that adequate
support will be offered by the members of
the various corps to this worthy obj<»ct. The
advantages to be derived in the promotion
of such a scheme can scarcely be over-

estimated. and th(» weekly shooting niat<’hes,
open to all members of the affiliate?! elubn,
and, on payment of an entrance fee, to
other volunteers, will afford extensive op-
portunities for developing marksmanship.
Trophies will. I am sure, bp

soon forthcom-

ing, and it may be regarded as certain that,
with such chances offering, rifle shooting Is

bound to go ahead rapidly, together with
considerable individual improvement. AU
interested in the work will undoubtedly
join in wishing the new club every sm c<‘b*s.

EASTER ENCAMPMENT.

I learn from Colonel Wolfe, 0.C.D., that,
subject to the approval of the chief of the

general staff, the site for the Easter En-

campment was last week definite-
ly fixed for New Lynn. 'l'he sol tiers in the

vicinity have (Colonel Wolfe states), very

kindly afforded all assistance', by according
permission for the use of their land, and a

good camping ground has been arranged for
about, a mile from New. Lynn stall. ~ to-

wards. the south. As stateiL in this column
fast week, the camp will this year partake
more of an instructional nature with regard
to attack and defence, and it is probable
that the manoeuvres may extend even as
far out as Henderson. It will thus be seen
that the camp will this year be much more

conveniently situated for purposes of both

travelling and transport than was-the case

last year. The units concentrate on the

Thursday, April Bth, and commence work
on the Friday.

A meeting of the propose<T Auckland

South African Scouts was held last week

in the Drill Hall. Correspondence
was road by Capt. Colbeck, intimating
that the services of the corps could only
be accepted by the defence officer on

the understanding that the corps be at-

tached to and part of the present regi-
ment of Auckland Mounted Rifles. There

are 60 men who saw service* eluting the

South African war who have sent* in

their names as willing to serve in a

Scouts Corps, but they are* not in favour

of being attached to any other body, it

is stated that there are aheady one or

two independent corps in Auckland,-and
these men claim that if they art? willing
te) serve as scouts, they should not be

compelled to attach themselves to any
other corps. The meeting decided to

make further effort to have what the men

desired agreed ‘to, and for that purpose
it was arranged that a deputation should
wait upon Mr. W. B. Leyland, as presi-
dent of the National Defence League, to

see if he could do anything in the direc-

tion of having the services retained for

the defence of the Dominion of men who

had seen actual service in the field. The

meeting decided that it could not serve

under the conditions set forth in the

correspondence, and forwarded a request
that the New Zealand Defence* Council

should reconsider its decision in the

matter.

ONE TH UNG AT A TIME.

The passionate rhythms of “.The Merry
Widow’’ Waltz floated through the office,
and the boss looked up from his desk

impatiently. “Frederic,” ho said, “1 wish

you wouldn't whistle at' your work.”
“I ain't workin’, sir,” the office boy .re-
plied calmly. “I'm only just whistlin’.'’

Tunnelling the Alps.

A lot uf interesting informal ion «
contributed to “( hainber>* .huirnar’ for

October by Mr. H. (.’. \r<her on the rail-

way constructed or proje» t<*<| through
the Alps. Tin* following, are great
Alpine tunnel-* at present « on'truvted: —-

Mont Onis (1857 70), 7 miles 1.73<1

yards; St. Gbtthard (!B72xdi. 9 miles
46!) yar<!<-, Arll)erg ( 1878 M.’D. 6 mileg

550 yard-; Alimla (1899 l!M)3), 3 miles
1,150 yards; Simplon ( I8!»8 1905) 12

mih*s 537 yard-*. It will be obvious that
a high level tunnel through the immense

barriers formed by the \lpin<* rangesen-

tails long am! steeply-graded accents to
its portals. 'l'he Mont (’eni< funnel has

a maximum altitude of 4,248 feet above
sea-level, 'i'he highest point reached by
the St. Gothard tunnel is 3.787 feet. The

Arlberg line has elimbed up to an alti-
tude of 4,300 feet by the time the centre
of the tunnel is reached, and its ap-

proaches are almost ar- steep as those on

the Si. Gotthard. But while the Sim-

plon tunnel is the least steeply graded,
and therefore the most oi-onnmi* al to

operate, of any transalpine railway so

far constructed, the tunnel it<e)f achieves

a fresh record in respect of depth, rhe

depth of itt* axes beneath the surface
averages 3,740 feet, and where the fron-

tier betwei'n Switzerland and Italy is,
crossed attains the phenonnnal depth of.

7,000 feet. The deepest point in the

St. Gotthard tunnel is 6.07(» feet, in the

Mont Cenis 4.000 feet, ami in the Arl-
berg 1,600 feet.

The cost.of the Simplon tunnel (says
Mr. Archer)) as at presen; eunst ructed,
wad During the short lime
that has elapsed since it was opened
such an enormous stream of trallir has
flowed along the new route that it has

been decided at once to proceed with the

duplication of the line by enlarging the

auxiliary tunnel to its full dimensions,
which task will occupy about three years
and coi-:t another L* 1,600.000. and also

with shortening the approaches from the

north. •

What is known as the Loefschberg
railway, will be a fif’h great Alpine
tunnel, pierring the Rer<ncs<« .\lp-. I'he

object of the Loe* sch’lHTg line is to

shorten the ;».pproaches to the Simplon
from central Switzerland.,. Germ iny, ami

north-western Europe generally. The

south-bound traveller who enters the
Continent at t'alairj qr Boulogne, will no.

longer pass through Parish on the other

hand, he will he borne through Berne,
the capital of Switzerland. By this

means the length of the direct journey
between Calais ami Milan will be short-
ened from 725 mile’s to 6724 miles, while

that bet.ween Paris and Milan will be-

come 51 i miles instead of 523 miles in

length. The great 'tunnel will pierco
the Schafberg, a peak 8.444) feet in

height, and pass underneath the Gastem

valley am! the Loetschen Pass, emerging,
at (Inppenstrin, in the lower part of the
latter pass. The distance from portal
to portal h- 8.53 miles, and the alignment
uf the po.rforation is dead -thaight. At
the summit of the perforation, which

reaches an altitude of 4.000 feet above
sea-level, there will be a perfectly long
streicb, where, if necessity arises, trains

can be shunted or transferred from one

track to tin.* other. The total length of
the lyoetsehborg railway from Frutigen
to Baron will be 26J miles: and besides

the great tunnel there will be thirty-
three others, forming about 22 per eent,

of the total length uf the lines of acees.4

to the former. 'The entire contract haq
been let by a. syndicate of Parisian

capitalists for the sum of €3,500,000
sterling, and the work must he com-

pleted a»hl ready for traffic by 1-t Sep-
tember. 191 I.

A Deal and Dumb Band.

Ihe only brass bind in the world whn-o
membi'is arc deaf ami dumb i- in America.

This . remarkable band belongs to the

New \ oik Institution for tin* Deaf an !
Dumb. To teach a pi r-on who is afllictcd

in this way to play an instrument and get
him to understand something oi musical

notation, would appear al first an im-

possible task, and it was only ac.com-

pished after many months of patience.
Being of necessity taught with the almost

i xact no's, the pupils developed a confi-

dence of execution not found in the averu

ago niusical student. Pertain rules warn

laid down which the deaf mute had to

follow explicitly,* am! the result was abso*

lute’com 1diners in playing. ’

y-
tn exebamte for thiw a<lvt

<-• 'V‘ w >ll pn'<« nt Ik'aiitiful
from thepaiiitinu

I’V H. W. Lt-.Anj'R, II.A . <>n
* Lffil nbu.n paper.HieaMurin..' hiby

l‘J in., W four peiNiy NtitnipH
J T| hfo »iicioMpd for

Kff fdf M carriage foreign Htampa
firs 1 ■ value H<l. a<e r>(.c<l from
Wl Rhr.or if <*aHe<l for NO

* ** au*r,’; w*l •r * n kma 11e

Z' 4 (JaUrrirs, Baker SUecf,
' . London,-W.
Thin liberal offer in iHhdM'wUlM to

of Eiiffrattn/jn, ,fc.
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Music and Drama

The concert of the Royal Welsh Sta-
gers is in progress iu Auckland, while
the paper is in the Press, and any de-

tailed criticism must perforce be left

till a later issue. One thing, however,
may be said with certitude, and at once,
that never before in the Dominion have

our people had a chance of hearing such
singing, it is admittedly as near perfec-
tion as could be demanded by the most
exacting, and comes as a perfect revo-

lution to the average music lover. The

success of the New Zealand tour is a

foregone conclusion, and the one and
Only trouble is to make sure of a seat
nt one or other of the performances.
To do this it is necessary to act prompt-
ly, for there is going to be a rush, not

only in Auckland, but everywhere.; so

be prepared.

e*

Tn Auckland, at the Opera House,
West’s Pictures, running in opposition
<to two other moving picture shows, not

*fo mention the Williamson Musical

Comedy Company, have contrived to do

good business. The show is certainly a

good one, the pictures being well selected,
jßnd the inevitable chase films having a

Foupcon of originality to help them

through. The appetite for this class of

picture is apparently insatiable, and the
management cannot be blamed for

gratifying it; but it is a pity all the
same. The continued vogue of
the cinematograph is resulting in

cui- being able to recognise, and wel-

come, the chief actors who take part.
This is noticeable in the Pathe films,
which rise head and shoulder's above

those of all rivals. The “jeune pre-

mier” in several of their comedy films

is easily picked out. He is a most cap-
able actor with a simply marvellous

capacity for facial play.

J* Ji

Looking-glass luck has, after all,

proved true in the case of Mr Bert Gil-

bert, who broke a mirror during his

shooting gag in ‘'Jack and Jill” on the

first night. He was much cast down

thereat, though Mr Gerard Coventry
heartened him up with the tale of a

ladybird that crawled all over the script
the first day he opened it. Now he has

to acknowledge the truth of the super-

stition, for, only a few nights after, he

was out of the east through illness, and

remained out for nearly a week. He is

back now, as well as ever, but with his

“corrected impressions on old wives’
tales” re-corrected to the original.

At

After long and arduous study in the

Old World Miss Vera French who, before

she reached her teens, left New Zealand

with her violin in search of fame, has
made the nanie.it was prophesied she
would, and now she is about to return to

the land of her birth, under the aegis of

no less an artist than Melba. Miss

French, who was born in Auckland, is

the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. French,
and niece of Mr. George Ellis, of llemu-

era, and will be remembered by musical

people as playing in Herr Zimmerman's
orchestra at the early age of six. She

showed such remarkable talent that she

was sent Home to receive adequate tui-

tion, and soon justified the confidence

reposed in her. When she was twelve
she scored the highest possible number
of marks at the ILA.AL. London, examin-

ation, and carried oil the gold medal,
which had not been won for three years,
and since then she has gone on advancing
in her art. She made a most successful
debut in London, ami gained the praise
of many eminent critics. The “London
Standard" said of her: “After winding
with Sevcik, Miss French was a pupil
of Sametini's, and Ims acquired the free-

dom and accuracy of technique which
these celebrated masters impart to their

pupils, ami moreover, she possesses a re-

fined and graceful style, which should

placo her very high in the ranks of
contemporary violinists. She was heard
In two concertos, namely. Mozart's in

E flat major, and Vieuxtemps’s in F
sharp minor, in addition to a Bach aria
and pieces by Ysaye and Wieuiawski.
Iler performances of these showed that
she has distinct gifts of technique and
expression, us well as a musical tempera-
ment, which make her interpretations
artistic. Her tone is of silvery sweetness,

while a feature of her playing is its grace
and refinement.” Miss French has been

chosen by Melba as her violinist for her

colonial tour this year, and it goes with-
out saying that the young New Zealander
will be warmly welcomed home.

Grace I.e Rue, a well-known actress,
will never allow a dressmaker to de-

sign any of her gowns, as she maintains
that she knows best what she can wear.

She makes elaborate water colour draw-

ings of her ideas, and stands over the
modiste while they are being executed.

jl Jt

“Jack and Jill” is so crammed full of
good things (writes Mr George Tallis)
that the spectator is lost in bewilder-
ment as to when the procession is to
stop. Every ten minutes or so some

mystifying novelty like the faceograph,
that gigantic countenance of a merry,

laughing girl, or the surf bathing illu-
sion, sets him wondering how it is done,
or an extraordinary mechanical change,
like the change of the seasons, with its
marvellously rapid alternations from
.winter to summer and back again, and

the magic hill, in which the impression
of climbing upwards is so cleverly con-

veyed, wins from the audience spontane-
ous and unstinted applause. Then, too,
there is the unexpected appearance of

that huge fowl, that Mr Walter Stan-

ton “impersonates,” so realistically, the
surprise of the giant family's entrance,
the appearance of Mr Bert Gilbert down
the chimney of Shoe Villa in a cloud of
soot, the resurrection of tlie scarecrow,
and a dozen other novel effects, that add
a piquancy and point to the general per-
formance. In short, of “Jack and Jill”
it may be said with truthfulness, that
it is the unexpected which always hap-
pens.

At A»

Mr Bland Holt has had at Oamaru
something like a repetition of his Ade-

laide experience when he rode a bicvcle
off the stage, and toppled over into the
stalls. On Wednesday last, during the

performance of “The Great Millionaire,”
in the last act in the scene which intro-

duces a race between two motor-cars,
the first car got across the stage safely,
but the pursuing car. the occupants of

which were Air Bland Holt and Air Alax-

well. got out of hand, and instead of
stopping in the middle of the stage, made

straight for the footlights. Air Max-

well jumped out and tried to hold the
car, but Air Holt stuck to the steering-
wheel, ami with the car dashed over

into the stalls. The ear turned a com-

plete somersault, with Air Holt under-
neath, and fell with a terrific crash into
the stalls. Air Holt had received a se-

vere shaking, a cut on the forehead, and

a bruised shoulder. The accident caused

something of a panic, particularly in the

front stalls, where ladies screamed and

fainted. In the pit forms were broken
by people trying to get to the windows.
The orchestra-rail was smashed, and the

musician who was playing the double-

bass had a narrow escape, the car rol-

ling almost on top of him. The car was

lifted back on to the stage and the play
proceeded as if nothing unusual had
happened. Air Holt, who had had such

a narrow escape, met with a great re-

ception on his reappearance. Air Holt

spent rather a bad night, but he is ex-

pected to he quite recovered in a few
davs.

Jt

Air. Cairns James, the well-known
professor of elocution, lectured to the

London section of the Incorporated So-

ciety of Musicians and maintained that
modulation or inflexion in speech was

founded on a wholly musical basis.
Numbers of people would say they were

not musical, but whether they knew it

■or not they were accustomed to use

musical effects in the ordinary inflexions
of the voice. All speech was musical,
although in many cases it did not seem

to be so. The ordinary individual who
made use of the upward inflexion in ask-
ing a question was actually producing
a musical variation of tone. A great
deal, ho continued, could he learned

from the close observation of children’s
speech, Children employed speech nat-
urally, and used a most astonishing
amount of modulation or Inflexion.
Afusic appropriate to the sentiments of
a speech was easily heard and appreciat-

ed by the audience. According to the
inflexions of the voice so the speaker
suggested the thoughts to his audience,
and if he insisted on not using proper
inflexions, he could not- hope to make
the audience feel that what he said had
any conviction in it whatever.

Jt At

A scheme for the establishment of a

Shakespeare Memorial National Theatre

is being prepared in London. The details
of the scheme are not yet divulged, but
it may be said that a public fund is

contemplated, and that the committee
believe it possible that someone will en-

dow the proposed theatre with whatever
sum may be required afterwards. Two
sub-committees appointed to work out the

details of the new scheme include among
their members Lord Lytton, Ix>rd Esher,
Air. Arthur TV. Pinero, and Mr. Bernard
Shaw.

d*

After- a brilliant two years in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, with Mr. J, C.
Williamson, Harry Phydora had not

been in London two weeks before busi-

ness took him to America, where a most
deplorable motor accident happening to

his principal, he was quite unexpectedly
free for Christmas; but not for long.
Immediately it become known, Mr. Branr-

■mall, acting for his syndicate, put the

cables at work, the result being Phydora
engaged at a very large salary to play the
Nurse in “Babes in the Wood” at the
■Shakespeare Theatre, C'lapham, making
his third (not consecutive) season at

this house,

dt <Jt

“I have seen two great plays in Paris,”
■Air. Charles Frohman said to a London

“Standard’s” representative on Novem-

ber 15, “Bernstein’s ‘lsrael’ and the de-

tective and gentleman thief play, ‘Ar-

seno Lupin,’ and I have secured them

for the English-speaking world. This

fact has already been announced, but I
will now tell you why the two plays
are great. Bernstein is the Sardou of
to-day, so far as the suspense is con-

cerned, and I think he goes the late

great dramatist one better, because he

builds his climaxes without melodrama

—he builds naturally. His dialogue also

is natural and true. The cry to-day is

that we have no big melodramas, and

the reason, in my- mind, is that the

builders of melodrama have not advanced
with the builders of the modern natural

plays. If you could get Bernstein to

■write a melodrama, the stage would
secure just that modern touch that is
required to make melodrama big at the

present time.

J* Jl

To have writen three hundred com-

positions, including overtures, string
quartets, songs, and a comic opera, is, a

feat which anyone would be proud of

achieving.
Yet this has been accomplished by

little Georg Szell, the wonderful eleven-

year-old boy musician, of Budapest, who

made his first appearance in England
at the Albert Hall recently as a pianist
and composer.

Tn spite of this enormous mass of work
—and he is also said to have sung forty
songs when he was eighteen months OM

—young Szell does not seem to have suf-

fered.
His talents as a pianist arc of no small

order. He has acquired an excellent

technique and an admirable sense of
expressing his feelings.

His powers of theme-development and

mastery of orchestration are astonishing
in one so young. He claims an intimate

knowledge of every instrument in the
orchestra.

There can be no doubt as to the work
being his own creation, for proof is

afforded in the shape of an original theme
which was given him as a test, and which

he at once cleverly improvised in the

forms of a concert-overture, polonaise,
and minuet.

The reception which the great audience

gave the little fair-haired maestro was

one of intense enthusiasm.

Jt

By the last English mail, Messrs. J.

and N. Tait received the news of the
death of Air Walter Brearley, who was

a member of the Besses o’ the Barn

Band, and on the recent tour of Aus-

tralia and New Zealand by this organi-
sation, made many friends in this part
of the world. Mr Brearley died in
Afanchester some few weeks ago.

At the Christchurch singing competi-
tion, Mr. J. Cathcart, of Wellington,
won the gold medal for his singing of a

Scottish song. “A good tenor voice, and
a good reading,” was the judge’s ver-

dict.

> Jl

Miss Meredith Meredro, principal boy
of Meynell and Gunn’s “Cinderella” pan-
tomime at the Theatre Royal, Melbourne,
receives many letters of all sorts every
day. Some are missives from admirers;

many express the admiration of young
girls who would like to be on the stage,
and ask how to get there; many others
request autographs or photos. Miss
Aleredro feels rather particular alrout

giving away her autograph promiscu-
ously. She once gave her signature
on a sheet of paper, enclosed with the

letter, and shortly after she discovered
that the recipient had written above it,

“Pay to bearer the sum of fifty pounds,”
and presented it at her bank.

Jl Jt

In tlreir efforts to help British com-

posers and to popularise their works,
Messrs. Jan and Boris Hambourg have

hit upon a most novel and interesting
idea. Some time ago they selected an

•old Irish folk-song, “The Londonderry
Air,” as a theme for a composition, each
part of which was to be the work of a

separate composer. Thus, Air. Frank

Bridge wrote the Introduction and Al-

legro, Air. Hamilton Harty a Scherzo
movement, Air. J. D. Davies a movement

of variations, Air. Eric Coates a “Tempo
di Minuetto,” and Air. York Bowen the

Finale.

Jl Jl

Bernard Shaw’s “Arms and the Alan”
has been made into an operetta under

the title of “The Brave Soldier,” with

text by Herr Jacobsolm, and music by
Oscar Strauss. It was produced with

success at Vienna, the composer and ar-

tists being repeatedly called before the
curtain.

Jt JS

Mr. Charles Carter, the New Zealand
tenor, who has been successful with the

Aloody - Alanners Company, was last

month in London taking part in the
opera, “Afadame Butterfly” as Lieuten-
ant Pinkerton.

HAVE BEEN SUPPLIED TO

THE FOLLOWING

MEN-OF-WAR.
H.M.S. “Albemarle" H.M.S. “Hindustan"

“ Albion
”

“Indefatigable**

“ Andromeda
”

(2> “ Irresistible ”

“

Argonaut
”

“Jupiter ”

“ Astrsea “

Kent ” (2)
“ Barhan)

”

“ King Alfred"

“Berwick” “Majestic”
“Canopus” “Pembroke"
“ Centurion

” “ Perseus ”

“Commonwealth” “Pioneer”
“ Creasy

” “

Power ful”

•‘Diadem*’ “Prince of Wales
• Drake

” “ Prince George ”

•‘ Dryad
"

(2) “

Repulse”
•‘Exmouth ’ (2) “ Russell ”

“ Gladiator
” “

Spartiate ’*

“ Glory
” “ Superb ”

“Good Hope” “Sutled”
“Goliath” *

“Terrible”
“ Grafton ’* “ Theseus ”

“ Hecla ” “

Venerable’*
Hermes ” “ Vindictive **

AIsoH.M.S. “DREADNOUGHT."

Sole Agents
FOR THESE PIANOS2

LONDON AND BERLIN
PIANO COY.

215-21 T QUEEN STREET.
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THE

NEW

ZEALAND
SHIPPING
COMPANY
S

NEW

TRIPLE-SCREW
TURBINE
STEAMER,
WHICH
ARRIVED
ON

HER

MAIDEN
VOYAGE
TO

THE

DOMINION
ON

SUNDAY.

’**

•*

•’

1

1

iph-
*<

n-w

*teamei.
two

wing

propellers
Iwing
driven
by

duplicate
set*
ot

reciprocating
triple-expansion

engine*,
which

exhaust
into
a

low-pressure
steam

turbine,
ami

provide
the

power
for

driving
a

central
screw.

In

<onne<tion
with
th

*
tiial*
ot

the

vessel
an

additional
point
ot

interest
centred
in

the

tact
that
the

owners
were

able
to

draw
a

convincing
comparison
between
the

performance
of

the

Otaki
and

those
of

two
of

their
earlier
ship*,
the

Orari

mid
the

Opawa,
under
exactly
*imilar
conditions,
tin-average

mean
*peed
of

the

Otaki
on

trial

b-ing
15.02

knots,
and
of

the

Orari
and

Opawa
14.0.

The

hulls
of

the

three

vessels,
each
of

which
i*

about

IIJHHI
tons

gross.
an-

absolutely

identical.
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Everyday Life in the

Flowery Land.

These interesting little Snapshots
of the Chinaman at Home were

taken by Lieut. Col. G. W. S.

Patterson during his extensive

tour through out of the way

districts in this much discussed

country.

AN OLD IDENTITY.

THE SORT OF ARTICLE THE CHINESE ARMY IS TURNING OUT.

TEA SELLERS.

A cup of tea in China costs a cash, a brass coin with a square hole in it, and
it takes 200 cash to make a two-shilling piece.

ASOOCHOO SILK WEAVER AT HIS LOOM.

A CHINESE FAMILY OF THE BETTER CLASS.

A BUDDHIST MONK IN DISGRACE.

This form of punishment is peculiar to the east, and is called the Kang.

BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED GATEWAY AT THE ENTRANCE
TO A MANDARIN'S PALACE.

SPINNING SILK FROM THE COCOON.
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A

Blenheim
Representative

Industry.
Covering
a

frontage
to

Maxwell-road

of

200ft
and

two

acres
of

land
for

the

timber
yards,
the

very

handsome
estab-

lishment
of

that

up-to-date
firm.

Messrs.

Blythell
and

Co.,

cannot
fail

to

arrest

the

attention
of

all

passing
that

way.

The
firm,

which
runs

the

Blenheim
Sash

and

Door
Factory—afactory
well

found

in

Hornsby-Stockport
37

h.p.

gas

en-

gine,
which,

on

a

50ft

shaft,

effectually

drives,
under
the

careful
eye

of

Mr.

Hod-

son

(foreman)
all

the

different
machin-

ery

used
for

planing,
morticing,
tennant-

ing.

shaping,
round

amt

saw-band,
rip-

ping,
emery

wheels,
grindstone
for

tool-

sharpening;
also

getting
rid

by
an

over-

head
tube

contrivance
of

all

chips,
shav-

ings
and

dust;
also

turns
out
to

the
in-

finite

satisfaction
o’

clients
contracts

for

well-sinking,
artistic

signwriting,

ami

manufactures
water-tanks,
fixes

windmills,
frames
pictures,
and

provides

everything
required
in

house-building.

They
also

manufacture
ridging,

down-

pipes,
etc.,

and

hold

their
own

patent
for

a

spouting
bracket,
which
is

finding
much

favour,
not

only

amongst
Blen-

heim

people,
but

amongst
outside

com-

munities,
Agents
for

the

Crown
Cement

Company,
they

retailed
1,000

barrels
dur-

ing

the

last

quarter.
Recognising
that

jarrah
timber
was
the

coming
commod-

ity,

Messrs.
Blythell
and

Co.

immediate-

ly

secured
the

agency
of

Millar’s
West

Australian
Hardware

Co.,
and

they
are

doing

satisfactory
trade
in

that.

In

all

of

these
works
this

eminent
firm

em-

ploys
over

GO

hands,
and
it

is

to

this

first-class
emporium
that

townsfolk,
far-

mers,
and

others
desirous
of

procuring

the

best

invariably
go,

and
they
get

well

served,
too.

1

had
a

look

through
the

firm’s
fine,

new

premises,
and

was

struck
by

the

excellence
of

its

stock,

both
in

wholesale
and

retail

branches.

Its

extensive
timber
yards

occupy
areas

on

both
sides
of

the

road.

Views
of

the

employees
and

establishment
are

given

in

this

number
of

the

"New

Zealand

Graphic.”

MESSRS,
BYTHELL
AND

COMPANY'S
HANDSOME

BUSINESS
PREMISES,
BLENHEIM.

McCusker,
photo.EMPLOYEES

AT

MESSRS,
BYTHELL
AND

COMPANY'S
TIMBER
MILL

AND

FACTORY,
BLENHEIM.

THE

VERY

SUCCESSFUL
NORTH
WARD

FOOTBALL
TEAM,
WHANGAREI.

THE
NEW

POST

OFFICE,

NEWMARKET,
RECENTLY

OPENED
FOR

BUSINESS.
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MOTOR-BOAT
RACING—
THE

EVER-INCREASING
POPULAR
AQUATIC

SPORT
IN

AUCKLAND.

SOME
PLACED

BOATS
IN

LAST

SATURDAY’S
CONTESTS.

MR.
C.

BAILEY'S
AL

ICE—first
under
8

knots.

MR.

DRYLAND'S
PERFECTION—
first
under
6

knots.

MR.
A.

J.

PARKER’S
CYGNET—
first
under
7

knots.

MR
W.

R.

TWIGG'S
SPORT
—Third
under
7

knots.

MR.
J.

COOPER’S
WINNIE—

second
under
7

knots.

COMMODORE
A.

BRETT’S
ALLEYNE—

second
in

race
for

boats
over
8

knots.

MR

J.

REID'S
SEABIRD
-which

won

the
race
for

boats
over
8

knots,
from

scratch.

MR.

BROOKFIELD’S
IMPERIAL—
second
under
8

knots.

MR.

LOCKIE’S
BLUEBELL—
second

un
der
6

knots.
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WELLINGTON
ROSE
AND

CARNATION
CLUB

SHOW.

ONE
OF

THE

SWEET
PEA

TABLES,
130

FEET
LONG.

Muirand

Macinlay,
photo.
ONE
OF

THE

ROSE

TABLES.

MR.

H.

A.

FOX’S
FIRST

PRIZE

EXHIBIT
OF

36

BLOOMS,
INCLUDING

CHAMPION
BLOOM
"LARA,"

SHOWN
IN

THE

CENTRE
WITH

CARD.

A

GENERAL
VIEW
OF

THE

SHOW.
See
Our

Illustrations.
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Diamond Wedding Celebration.

We hear occasionally of “Gohlen Wed-

ding-," hut it i- -eldom indeed that the

term of matrimonial happiness extends

to sixty years. The rare event of a

Diamond Jubilee, however, was celebrat

ed yb Mr. and Mrs. John McLean,

of Aucland, last week. Mr. McLean,

founder of tin* well known firm of rail

way and marine contractors, John Me

Lean ami Sons, was born in Argyleshire,
Scotland. S 4 years ago. He went to Capo

Breton. Canada, in early life, with his

parents, ami came to New Zealand in

IStit) in the “Helen Lewis," with a party
of 240 special settlers from Nova Scotia,

who were pioneered to this country by
the Rev. Norman McLeod. After arrival

he entered into various employments,
took his chare in the country's defence

during the Maori War, ami tried his

luck, with not much financial success,

at mining upon the opening of the

Thames goldfields. Nearly forty years

ago Mr. McLean entered upon the

business of contractor, more especially
in connection with t’he construction of

bridges and wharves, admitting his sons,

Murdoch and Neil, into partnership at

a later period. The progress of the firm

has been uninterrupted ever since, until

it now stands at the head of the list of
New Zealand contractors, having in hand
works rcpiesenting a million pounds
sterling, including the Otira Tunnel, the

largest work of its kind south of the

equator; a big graving dock and a ferro-
concrete wharf at Wellington, and other

important contracts. The venerable part-
ner of Mr. McLean's fortunes is now’ in

her 83rd year, being one year younger
than her husband. Of the considerable
number of married people who arrived

by the “Helen Lewis” in 1860, many of

them younger than Mr. and Mrs McLean,

they alone remain united, and both arc

hale and active considering their ad-

vanced years. Many messages of friend-

ly congratulation from all parts of New

Zealand were received on the occasion

of the happy celebration.

FRONT ROW. Messrs. I’. M. Edgar (Wanganui). .1. Kerrigan (Dunedin), C. J. Reakes (Acting-Chief Veterinarian). J. A. Gilruth, J. G. Clayton (Christchurch), A. R.

Young i.Xew riyinouth). O. Spihnan (I’etone).
BACK ROW: Messrs. 11. S. S. Kyle (Abba t loir. Christchurch). 11. A. Reid (Wellington), C. .1. Sanderson (Ashburton). T. G. Lilico (Hastings).

FRONT Ro\V. Mr. (’. W. 11ursi house Chief Engineer. Roads Department). Colonel A. Hume (Inspector of Prisons). Messrs. T. Romiyne (General Manager N. Z. Railways),
11. -I 11. Blow (t ’nder Secretary to the Treasury). .1. 11. Richardson, Commissioner and Inspector of Customs), <l. Allport (Secretary. Marine Department), D. Robertson

•Secretary. Cost and Telegraph I »epa it ment. SECOND ROW: Messrs. A. Barron (Land Purchase Inspector). .1, D. Ritchie (Secretary for Agriculture), W. C. Kensington
11 ndcr Secretary for Lands. G. F. ('. ('amphell (Valuer (Jenera1). T. Humphries (Surveyor-General). .1, \V. Poynton (Public Trustee). P. Heyes (Commissioner of Taxes),
W. Dinnie (Commissioner of Police). T. W. Fisher (I’ndcr Secretary Native Department). R. W. Holmes (Engineer-in (’lliff. Public Works Department). THIRD ROW:
Me>si>, C. A. St. G Hickson (Commissioner of Stamps). G. Ilogben. M.A. (Inspector-General of Schoois). E. .1. Von Dadelzen (Inspector-General). John Mackay (Govern-
nu nt Printer), Frank Hay. M.8.. C.M. 11 n specter GeneraI of Mental Hospitals). F. W. Mansfield (Chief Electoral Officer). J. M. Mason. M.D. (Chief Health Officer), R.
E. Hayes (Registrar of Friendly Soeleties). FOI R’l’H ROW: Messrs. T. 11. Hamer (I’nder -Secret ary for Mines). T. E. Donne (General Manager, Department of Tourist

and Health Resorts).

Bartlett, photo.
MR. AND MRS. JOHN McLEAN, OF AUCKLAND.

Who celebrated their diamond wedding last week.

VETERINARY SURGEONS PRESENT AT THE PROFESSIONAL BANQUET TENDERED TO MR. J. A. GILRUTH IN WELLINGTON,
PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE DOMINION.

Muir and MacKinlay, photo. NEW ZEALAND'S PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENTAL HEADS.
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"Photographs from My Camera.”

SOME PICTURES FROM HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN S BOOK,
JUST PUBLISHED.

Queen Alexandra has for a long time hern a most enthusiastic photographer,
and a great deal of interest was caused when it was announced that Her Ma-

jesty had decided in the cause of charity to allow the publication of a book
of reproductions from the collection she has made. The enormous edition print
cd printed by the "Lonuon Daily Telegraph’’ Company, which published the
work, was quickly sold out, and the proceeds are to be devoted to several chari-
ties named by the Queen. I hose who have not yet been fortunate enough to
secure a copy of this charming little book should do so, as the occasion is
unique in the history of Royalty .

PRINCESS VICTORIA AND MAC.

THE KING AND PRINCE OF WALES AND THE LATTER’S TWO SONS.

PRINCE ARTHUR OF CONNAUGHT.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: LADY CATHERINE COKE, CAPTAIN WELSH,
THE PRINCESS OF WALES ANDIILS MAJESTY THE KING.

HIS MAJESTY AT BALMORAL WITH SIR DIGHTON PROBYN

AND SIR HENRY KNOLLYS.
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NEW

ZEALAND
BOWLING
ASSOCIATION
CHAMPIONSHIP
TOURNAMENT
AT

NAPIER.

GROUP
OF

BOWLERS
AT

THE

x

API
ER

BOWLING
CLUB'S
GREEN.

Sorell,
photo.
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NEW

ZEALAND
BOWLING
ASSOCIATION
TOURNAMENT
AT

NAPIER,
SOME

COMPETITIORS
AND
THE

WINNING
TEAMS
FOR
THE

CHAMPION
FOURS.

NAPIER:
FIRST
IN

CHAMPION
FOURS.

WELLINGTON
TEAM.

WANGANUI
TEAM.

FEILDING:
SECOND
IN

CHAMPION
FOURS.

CARLTON
TEAM.

GISBORNE
TEAM.

BU
FFHILL:

THIRD
IN

CHAMPION
FOURS.

MASTER
TON

TEAM.

KELBO
URNE

TEAM.
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SOME

PRETTY
DOMINION
HOMES.

\

FEW

EXAMPLES
OF

THE

STRIKING
VILLAS
AND

RESIDENCES
THAT

GRACE
THE

AUCKLAND
SI
Bl

RBS.

1.

Mr.

R.

11.

Abbott's
place
off

Owen's
Road.

‘
2.

The
Hon.
E.

Mitchelson's,
Ren.uera.
3.

Mr.
F

.S.

Culling,
Victoria
Avenue..

Re.uuera.
4.

Mr.

J.

C.

Spedding,
and

Mr.

Geo.

Elliott
(in

the

background).
Market
Road.
Re.nuera.

26 The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for January 20, 1909



SOME

PRETTY
DOMINION

HOMES.
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A UNIQUE PICTURE: MOB OF GOATS ON MACAULAY ISLANDS, KERMADEC GROUP.

•" huMi on Maraiilay Island, it having been burned oil’ yeais ago by whalers in order to let grass grow for goats, which they liberated for the benefit
id shipwrecked mariners. I here are thousands ol goats now. and not enough grass, and they are in very poor condition. The mob here shown were fright-

ened by a party from the llinemoa, and took refuge on the rock shown. T’lie liineinoa is seen at the foot of the cliffs.
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The gifted Auckland girl who is about to pay her first visit to the land of her

birth since she left it as a child to achieve fame with her violin. She is

coming out this year as violinist with Madame Melba's concert company.

A charge of selling liquor without a license was preferred last week againstt he ow ner of Hawaii. The defendant said that it was generally supposed that

Hawaii was under Imperial rule only, and that the owner had not to obey New Zealand licensing laws. The magistrate considered that the owner should have

ÜBU|e certain before placing trust in so unlikely a proposition, and inflicted a line of £5O, remarking that any further offence would mean gaol without the
usual option.

See "Drama.” MISS VERA FRENCH,

MADAME ADA CROSSLEY, THE GREATEST OF LIVING CONTRALTOS.

NOW BEING GREETED WITH ENORMOUS ENTHUSIASM DURING

THE TOUR OF THE DOMINION.

NOT OUTSIDE THE LICENSING LAWS: THE MANSION HOUSE, KAWAU.

The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for January 20, 1900 29



THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

THE MOST INTERESTING PLACE IN THE WORLD AT THE PRESENT TIME

—ITS MARVELLOUS HISTORY AND MATERIAL BEAUTY—THE FINEST HALL

IN THE WORLD—A MEMBER'S ACTIVITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES—THE
“ GOOD THING ” OF PARLIAMENT.

By THE EDITOR OF ” WORLD'S WORK.”

Illustrated Chiefly from Photographs by F. Frith and Co.

ALTHOUGH
the* names of the

Hoine of Commons and the

House of Lords are household

words all over the English speak-

ing world, and in fact beyond it.

the inner workings of these remarkable

institutions, which are so typical of the

British race, are as a sealed book to

the multitude. The shriekful attempts

of (he Suffragettes to literally storm the

fort, ami wrest vi <*t armis the votes

which the members refuse to disgorge

through persuasion, and the struggle

that is going on between the demo-

cratic forces in the Lower House and

the aristocratic forces in the Upper lend

particular interest to these historic es-

tablishments.

It is not generally known that the

House <>f Commons is part of a Royal

palace of the Palace of Westminister. A

Koval palace has stood on this site for

tcii centuries. William the Conqueror
added to it. and William Rufus cele-

brated Christmas in West minster Hall in

10!)!). Henry 111. fed six thousand poor

there in 1235. and the golden-haired
Richard IL. reformer and reactionary,
idolised and dethroned, while Chaucer

revealed or created the exquisite* lan-

guage that is our greatest heritage, re-

built the Great Hall at Westminster
alter its injury by lire in 1299. and added

the roof which stands to-day "unequal-
led in the world for originality of con-

ception. scientific construction, and

beauty of elleet." Westminster Hall is

to me a never failing delight, by far the

most beautiful hall 1 have ever seen,

and it is a pity that an unreasonable

regulation should forbid the public to

pass through it on their way to the

Straneers’ Lobbv of the House.

EIRE HAS BEEN TUT: RECURRENT
ENEMY (>E THE PALACE OF

\VEST.M I NSTER,

and new members should specially no-

tice the cloisters in which they will

hang their coats, for these, among the

mod exquisite examples of Gothic ar-

chitecture in the world, with W est min

ster Hall ami St. Stephen's Chapel in

the crypt, were the only parts of the

building that survived the terribly de-

structive tin* of 1512. To skip several

centuries, another tire in 1834 necessi-
tated the const ruction of a new build-

ing. and the present Palace took its ori-

gin in the thirty - four resolu-

tions of a Select Committee in

1835. and the. construction of

the magnificent edifice we know

was commenced by the construction of

the dam in 1837. The plans of Sir

Charles Barry were selected, the corner-

stone. which is at the angle of the Speak-
er’s house, where it touches the terrace,

was laid on April 27, 1840. and the new

House of Commons was first used in the
Session of 1852.

The historian of the Palace of West-
minster has (o employ many superlatives
in his description of this truly wonderful

building. It contains no fewer than live

hundred rooms, with eighteen separate*
residences for different officers of Lords

ami Commons. The Victoria Tower, the

entrance* of which is

RESERVED FOR THE USE ()|« THE

SOVEREIGN

on State occasions, and the chambers of

which are devoted to the safe-keeping of

innumerable official documents, is "tin*

largest and highest square tower in the

world.’’ The clock in the north-west

tower is “by far the largest, most power-
ful. and most accurate public clock in the

world.” Its minute hand is 14ft long
and weighs 2.1 cwt; “Big Ben,” the great
bell, weighs 13A tons. Its hammer, which

weighs 4 cwt and cracked it at one of

the first strokes, strikes it at the exact
moment of the completion of each hour.

It takes two num five hours three times

a week to wind the clock. The Central
Tower contains, above the Stranger’s
Lobby, “the largest Gothic octagon vault

known w here a centre pillar is not used.”

The interior of the House of Lords is

“without doubt the finest specimen of

Gothic civil architecture in Europe.” The
House of Commons is not inferior in

design, but. as befits the more democratic
nature of its business, less splendid in

decoration than what Lord Beaconsfield,
in a phrase which has become classic,
called "the gilded chamber.”

I have thus hastily touched, upon a

few prominent points in the story of
the Palace of Westminster, and quoted
a few facts about its physical character-
istics, in order to bring home to the

reader its wonderful and indeed unap-
proached historic splendour, and its re-

markable material interest. No man

with ever so little knowledge of it, if
he has any historic sense at all, can

visit the House of Commons, still less
can he live and work in it, without a

deep feeling of reverence for the vast
traditions which sanctify the place. But
while such traditions work wholly for
good, there are plenty of traditions
of estminster which are merely
very old bad habits. To many of these
is due the fact that business moves so

slowly in Parliament, and that energetic
men chafe and fret over the waste of
their days as members. These tradi-

tions, however, are perhaps controver-

sial, rather than descriptive, and, there-

fore, I treat of them in another part
of this magazine.

A MEMBER’S LIKE IN PARLIAMENT

falls naurally into two parts: his poli-
tical work in the House, and
his social and personal life at
Westminster. As regards the for-

mer, the first discovery a new ALP.
makes, to his great surprise, is that the

( hamber to which hr has been sent is
not big enough to hold him. At least,
not without compelling him to take

vigorous and sometimes undignified
steps to secure a seat. The material
House seats 306 persons, and the poli-
tical House contains 670 members.
There* are. therefore*, at all times 364
members for whom there is no room on

the* floor. On either side then* is a long
member’s gallery, the two seating 122

prisons. But. of course*. no me*mbe*r can

take* any part in the* proceedings erf the*

House* from this e*le*vateel position, and

ineieeel e*aeh gallery only commands a

preq>e*r view of the side of tin* House*

A photograph taken on the Terrace on tvh opening day of Parliament.

Seated Heft to right): W. T. Wilson (West Houghton). Alex Wilkie (Dundee). L Ramsay Macdonald (Leicester).
A. Henderson (Barnard (astir). .1. Krir Haidie (Merthyr TvdviD. I). J. Shackleton ((lit heroe). Will Crooks (W’oolwieh).
Baek Row left to right): I. 11. Jenkins (Chatham). ('. W. Bowerman (Deptford). J. Hodge (Gorton). J. Parker (Hali-
fax). G. I). Kelley (S.W. Manchester). \\ . Hudson (Newcastle). G. J. Wardle (Stockport). G. N. Barnes (Glasgow.
I’laek f ria r-1. E. W . .lowed t (West Bradford). G. 11. Roberts (Norwich). C. Duncan (Barrow in-Eurness), T. I’. Richards
(West Wolverhampton). S. Walsh (Ince). A. 11. Gill (Bolton). P. Snowden (Blackburn). T. Summerhell (Sundrrla nd), J.

I. Macpherson (Preston). T. Glover (St. Helens). .1. A. Seddon (Newton).

Speaker of the House of Commons.

THE MOST INTERESTING GROUP OF THE NEW HOUSE: THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE JAMES WILLIAM LOWTHER, M.P.
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facing it. There fore, these are at the

best only spectators’ seats, and cannot

rightly be included in the seating ac-

commodation of the House. An excel-
lent proposal, according to the plans of

Mr. Barry, the son of the original ar-

chitect, was made by a select committee
in 1868 to build a new Chamber in the

Commons’ lUourt, which ad-
joins the present House, at a cost of

only £ 120,000, but it was dropped. The

smallness of the House has, of course,
the advantage that members are much
nearer to one another and the speaker,
and that, therefore, speaking and de-
bate are easier than in a large cham-
ber. And, as a matter of fact, it is not

often that the House is uncomfortably
crowded, for, at any time, only a pro-
portion of members are actually listening
to the debates, the remainder of them

either being away from Westminster,
or in other parts of the building. A re-

ligious sanction is necessary to the se-

curing of a seat, for a member must
not only place a card upon the seat he
wishes to occupy for the day, but he

must be in that seat at prayers, and then
stick a smaller card into the little brass

frame on the back. That ceremony gives
him the seat for that day.

The second discovery made jy a new

member is that his powers of initiative
are vastly smaller than he imagined.
Before his election, he confidently pAX
mises his constituents that he will do

certain things in the House, introduce
bills to accomplish various reforms, de-
nounce various evils, and so on. Easier

promised than done. A member can “in-

trodiiee" virtually any bill lie likes,
bul with levy ran* exceptions it is
Haste paper. To speak on any subject
he has only the debate on the Address,
when he may talk of anything he like-,
and one or two other opportunities of no

great value during the session. Other-
wise he is confined strictly to the sub-
ject immediately before th.* House. Fur-
thermore. when the topic upon which he
desires to sjieak is liefore the House,
it is probably a matter of general in-
terest, and. therefore, a large number

of other members also desire to speak
upon it. It may well happen, in eon-

sequence, that he may rise again and

again during the debate, until the time
for it has expired, or the closure has
been moved, without being called upon
by the Speaker. I hen to his own dis

appointment and annoyance is added
the reproach of his constituents who
wonder

-WHY OCR MEMBITR Dll) XOT

SPEAK. '

A memlier can. it is true, move the
adjournment of the House, bit to do
this he must get the Speaker to agree
with him that his subject is a matter of

"urgent public importance," ami the

S|H*akcr often fails to perceive any "ur-

gency." Bit by bit the private member's

rights have been taken from him in

many eases of necessity, in the interest
of public business; in some eases im-

properly. in order to strengthen the exe-

cution against the individual -until al

most the only field of activity where a
member can range at will is in putting
questions to Ministers. Hut even her.
he Ilins up against rules and tradition-
which trip him up at many points. He

may not ask very long questions "the

Speaker does not like such long .pic--
thins." he is told by the Clerk: he may
not ask a Minist.*r to express an opin-
ion: lie may not ask what a Minister
would do in a hypothetical ease; he mav

not put an argument into a question';
he may not quote a newspaper, or in-
deed use quotatiiarks at all: he mat

not put a supplementary question unle-s
it arises dire.-tit out of the Minister's
reply. In fact, while putting etl'ective
questions to Minister- is .1 hio-t useful
ami powerful weapon, and gives rise to

many of tin* most interesting and im

portant moments in Parliament. it is a

weapon which calls for much
-kill in the user. Some members
are very expert in its use: others
Itlwavs bungle with it. The expert
questioner is inii.-h in request among his

olleagues to draft questions for them

Many a time have a Minister and the

permanent ollieial- of his department
been thrown into consternation bv the

appearance on the order paper of a ques-
tion -'lowing that a Member ha- infor-
mation which they fondly believed to
In* hidden in their own bosoms e-peci-
allv if the questioner is a man not likely
to lie pul oil' with eVU-ive replies. An

THE LIBRARY OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THE PLEASANTEST SOCIAL FUNCTION AT WESTMINSTER: “TEA ON THE TERRACE.

THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT FROM THE RIVER.
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swers to question* are, of course, writ-

ten in the Department concerned, and

are read by the Minister in the House.

There is a widespread belief among
constituents that in some way or other
- they do not quite know how—a Mem-

ber “makes a good thing’’ out of being
in the House. The Member himself soon,

realises that the “good thing” consists

of giving his time ami money without
stint, and that, beyond the honour of

being a Member of Parliament—one of

the highest honours to which a citizen
can aspire—and beyond having the lofty
privilege of helping to mould laws for

what he believes to be the welfare of

the people, it is. for him, a case of ax.
“give.’’ and no “receive.” Of course,

he is almost the only Parliamentarian
in the world who receives no payment
from file State. Opinions differ as to

whether we or other nations are wiser

in this respect, and there is much to be

said on both sides. But there can be

no difference of opinion on this point :
a Member has actually to pay for the

polling-stations in which the electors
vote, for the clerks who superintend the
voting, for the counters who (‘numerate

the votes, and even for the very posters
in which the returning officer publicly
announces his election. This is a pre
posterous tax upon him. Tf there* is

one thing the State ought to pay, it is

surely the cost of registering and count-

ing the votes which send the people’s

representatives to Parliament. At pre-
sent every pennv of this has to be paid
in advance by the candidates when they
are nominated. Tin* votes which elect

a Member cost him about 3/- a piece.
In other countries a Member gets a

travelling allowance: this country. noth-
ing. Tn other countries b > cm post
letters from the legislative building to

his constituents, on political business,

free of charge; in this country be has

to buv stamps for every letter. A Bri-
tish M.P. gets absolutely nothing eNcont

free writing-paper and envelopes at the

House of 'Commons, unless—to be very

exact— he. may bo supposed to enjoy
something of the Cl6OO a year which

the State gives to the Kitchen Com-

mittee of the House, though as food and

drink are charged for at ordinary’ rates

one does not see what this subsidy’ does.

Moreover, no man can attend to his dut-

ies in the House, and do justice at the

same time to much personal business—

therefore, th? Member who has not a

large assured income, or other people to

earn it for him, makes a further and

considerable sacrifice in (he public in-

terest. Occasionally Members may be

heard to remark to each other that if

their constituents realised these things,

possibly’ the requests for subscriptions,
even for religious and charitable objects,
to say nothing of sports and pastimes.

v ould not be so numerous or so pres-

sing.
Still, so great are the honour and

privilege of Membership, so supremely’
interesting is the work, and so gratify-
ing is the consciousness that one is

working, to the best of one's lights and

powers, to make the lot of one’s fellow
men happier, that Members gladly make

(‘very sacrifice, an I give ungrudgingly of

their time and means, and health. The

only thing they do resent is that if they
die in the people’s harness not one word

in memory or in regret is officially
spoken in the House where they may
have laboured half a lifetime. The Par-

liamentary epitaph of a Member runs

in these words:

“That Mr Speaker do issue his War

rant to the Clerk of the Crown to make

out a now writ for the electing of a

member to serve in the present Parlia-

ment for Hie borough of . in the

place of Mr , deceased.”

THE PRESS GALLERY, AND THE LADIES’ GALLERY.

Ladies sit behind the brass trellis visible in the picture.

COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 15.

Famous for many historic private political meetings held in it.

THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.—BLACK ROD GOING TO SUMMON COMMONS TO ATTEND IN THE

HOUSE OF LORDS.

Jack Robinson.

“ Jack Robinson ” has long been a

favorite synonym for rapidity of speech
or action, but possibly few people who

use the phrase are aware that “Jack

Robinson ’’

was a real, live person.
As a politician John Robinson was a

great favorite with George 111. His

political career was a long one. for he

was a member for Harwich during 26

years.

He was on one occasion bitterly at-

tacked by Sheridan, who. denouncing bri-

bery and its instigators, replied to the

cries of “ Naim*, name,” by pointing to

Robinson on tin* Treasury bench, exclaim-

ing at the same time. “Yes: I could

name him as soon as I could say Jack

Robinson ; ”

and thus originated th(‘say-
ing still current at the present day.

Post-prandial Habits.

Ihe diner who delights iii the post
prandial habits of a cup of coffee, a

liqueur, a glass—or more—of port, and

a cigar, will read with gratification that

the “Lancet” is inclined to look kindly
on his little failings.

Of course, the (‘.Xpert journal feels it-

self bound gently to suggest that “the

man who regularly drinks coffee, port, or

liqueur after dinner is physiologically
worse off than the man who does not.”

but having thus cleared its conscience, it

adds that there are grounds on which the

man of post prandial habits may justify
himsel f.

“Indeed. considered entirely from a

physiological point of view, the effects
of a moderate indulgence in coffee. liq-
ueur. or tobacco may even Im? favourable.
Ihe liqueur is. after all. a carminative

containing essential oils which, while

soothing, increase the activity of the

gastric circulation, They also frequent
l.v relieve the ‘tightness’ due to fermenta-

tion and the products of gas.

“Coffee, though it serves to keep the

mental faculties clear, and to stave off’

drowsiness, acts very often unfavourably
by delaying digestion (which may ac-

count for its wakeful qualities), but is

an antidote to alcohol. The last quality,
it is to be feared, often furnishes the

reason of coffee being taken after dinner.

“Finally, the smoking of tobacco, in

the view of some authorities, increases

the secretions of the alimentary canal,

while favouring intestinal movement and

tin* function of the kidneys.’

We have just opened 57 Cases ofthe very latest

in SPRING and SUMMER FOOTWEAR.

Tan Boots and Shoes.
WE HAVE Varieties to i’ e'ect from Iby Or the

largest selection in Auckland

LADIES’ TAX SHOES, 8/11, 10/-, 10/9, 11/6, 12/6, 1.3/6 an.l It 6 pair.
LADIEV lAN BOOTS, 12/6, 1.3/6, 14/6, 15/6 an.l 16/6 pair.

TENNIS BOOTS and SHOES.

LA DIE' I FNNIS SHOE', 2/6, 2/11 an.l .3 II pair.
HEX r.'S I EXXIS SHOES, 2/11, .3 1 I and ”11 pair.
GENE’S lE.XNIS BOOTS, 4/11, 5/6 air’ II pair.

At Miller’s Boot Palace,
102 and 104 VICTORIA STREET.
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THE HOUSE OF LORDS.

EXTRACTS FROM AN ARTICLE BY T. P. O’CONNOR, M.P.

The Well-known Irish Journalist and Member of Parliament Describes Britain’s

Hereditary Legislative Body—lts Powers and Its Customs.

The House of Lords, like all English
institutions, is the slow growth of cen-

turies; modifying some of its character-

istics now and then and at long inter-

vals. but in the main remaining pretty

much as it began. Like the House of

(’ominous, it finds its first roots in the

old Saxon \\ itenagemot- the assembly of

tribes which di*cussed the different mat-

ters of public interest. When Norman

feudalism succeeded to the reign of the

Anglo-Saxon, the House of Lords took

on itself a somewhat new complexion.
The ownership of land was associated

with title; and as the owner of the land

held his court for his tenants, who did

him service, the king held bis parliament
for the purpose of holding counsel with

the lords who held their lands on con-

dition of rendering him service both per-

sonally and by their retainers. For some

centuries, the sovereign was supposed to
have the absolute* right of choice as to
whom he diould summon to his great
council, and some* authoriit.es contend

that he has the >ame right still; in
deed, the unlimited creation of peers by
the sovereign—who. in reality, of course,

woudl be made by the administration of

the day—has often been suggested as a

means of overcoming the opposition of

the House of Lords to some measure

which has been passed by the House of

( ominous. As time has gone on. the
habit has become a law that the persons
summoned to tin* House of Peers are

those who have received a title from the
crown or inherited it from a predeces-

THE LORDS SPIRITUAL.

I lie peers are of two orders lords

>| iritual ami lords temporal. The lords

spiritual are the* bi*hops. In ancient
Catholic times, the clergy had a right to
be represented in both Houses of Parlia-
ment ; in the House of Lords b\ the
bishops and the abbots of the great
monastries; in the House of Commons
the lesser clergy were represented by
proctors. | he representation in the

House of Commons, however, was aban-
doned when the clergy received the right
to settle their own affairs in convoca-

tion. The abbots were excluded after
the Reformation. A certain number of

bishops —the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York, and the Bishops of London.

Durham and Winchester have always a

right to be summoned; other bishops
take their places in turn; but they must
not exceed a certain number—twenty-
six.

This section of the assembly is dis-
tinguished from the rest in many ways.
They sit, for instance, on one particular
set of benches—those immediately to the

right of the woolsack, where sits the lord
chancellor, presiding officer of the as-

sembly. The bishops also, unlike the
other peers, have always to appear in full

dress; that is to say, in their lawn

sleeves. They have a right to vote with

the other peers, and they do so vote; but.
as a rule, they take little or no part in

general debates.

It is a singular fact that though the

majority of the lay peers are members
of the Church of England, and though
they would all fight strenuously against
any attack on the privileges of that

church, yet they are without any sense of
reverence for the bishops. The whole air
of the House of Lords, when a biship is

addressing it. is quite different from the

aspect which it assumes during a speech
from a lay peer. There is a subtle and

indescribable sense that the bishop is

.regarded as a somewhat vulgar and

baser-born intruder, who is tolerated
rather than cordially accepted. The

bishops themselves seem to feel this some-

what hostile atitude; and most of them

have a certain shamefacedness when they
stand up to address the house. Present-

ing an appearance of curious singularity
with their abundant lawn sleeves—mak-
ing. when there are many of them on

the benches, a great patch of white in the

assembly—they always seem to me to

suggest a flock of sheep or of geese; cack-

ling but timid, intimate and yet afraid.

THE LORDS TEMPORAL.

The lay peers—or the lords temporal,
to give them their technical title—may
consist of any number. And their num-

bers have varied much at different epochs
in their history. In the fifteenth and

sixteenth centuries there were from fifty
to sixty. After the Revolution of 1688

the number was a hundred and fifty;
when George I. came to the throne it

was a hundred and seventy eight; and

the fortunate possessors of titles at that

period proposed that this number should

be made the maximum. The effect of

such a proposal would have been to

create a elose corporation; and doubtless,
though they did not see it. the peers,
if allowed to carry out this project,
would have long since ceased to hold
the great powers they still exercise. For

this would have meant, of course, that
the house would have consisted entirely,
or almost entirely, of members of a com-

paratively few great families; and these

families, by concentrating a monopoly
of such power in their own hands, would
have aroused so much resentment, and
the body they formed would have be-
come so unpopular, that it could not have

lasted.

The proposed limitation was violently
opposed in the House of Commons and
had to be abandoned; and the number
of lords temporal, instead of decreasing
or remaining stationary, was gradually
increased. In the reign of George 11.
there were no fewer than three hundred
and eighty-eight new creations. It was
the genius of the younger Pitt which did
more than anything else to transform the

< haracter of the House of Lords, and by
doing so, to secure its perpetuation and
its strength. He foresaw how indefen-

sible the institution would become if it
had been confined to a few great fami-
lies; and he initiated accordingly the

new policy of creating peerages from the

great trading and middle classes. In

this way the chamber has acquired new

strength at every epoch, and new advo-

cates. Wealth has been ranged on its
side by the fact that wealth has been able

to have its doors opened for admission.

The legal profession has been brought
to its side—to a certain extent, at least

■ —by the fact that a great advocate or a

great judge has always a good chance

of joining its ranks. Any trade, so long
despised, has supplied many of its stout-

est defenders, because trade has often

been ennobled.
Take, for instance, one great trade- -

that of brewing: the number of peers
who are or have been brewers is large.

The manufacturer of the well-known
Bass’ bitter ale is Lord Burton; the
head of the other great brewing-house of

Allsopps is Lord Hindlip. A certain num-
l>er of great sailors and soldiers have

found places there, from kelson and Wel-

lington in olden days to Roberts,
Wolseley, and Kitchener to-day. In

this way the House of Lords has un-

doubtedly gained in strnegth; for it has

always a certain democratic element in

it; it always can make some claim to be

representative of the success of genius in
the great professions.

THE POWERS OF THE LORDS.

The powers of the House of Lords
are almost coequal with those of the

House of Commons. The one respect in

which it occupies an inferior position is

that the House of Commons is supreme
in all matters of finance. The House of
Lords can reject, but it cannot amend,
a money bill. This fact has occasionally
enabled the Commons to defeat the
opposition of the Lords. One of Mr.

Gladstone’s hardest struggles, for in-

stance, was the effort to abolish the duty
on newspapers, which had for many
generations made the creation of the

cheap newspaper practically impossible.
The Lords rejected his proposal when

it came before them; but he tacked it

on to a money bill—with the result that
thev had to accept it. They did not like
the particular clause which abolished the

paper tax, but they dared not face the

derangement of the finances of the
country by rejecting the whole bill; and

they had no choice between accepting
the bill as a whole or rejecting it as a

whole; they could not pick and choose.

In appearance the House of Lords is

extremely imposing—far more imposing
than the House of Commons. Indeed,
everything is done to make the inferior

ity of the popular and representative
house to the hereditary house conspicu-
ous. For instance, in the House of Com-

mons, all the upholstering is subdued and

almost dingy in colour; the seats are in
dark green. In the House of Lords the

seats are all in blazing and opulent scar-

let. Even in the corridors which lead

to the House of Lords, you see the up-
holstering in this blazing scarlet ; wher-

ever there is even a chair belonging to
the House of Lords, it Is in the same

material.

When you enter the House of Com-

mons for the first time, your impression
is likely to be one of extreme surprise
that so august and powerful a body

should sit in an apartment so small and

so modest. As a matter of fact, the

House of Commons is not only small,

LORD LOREBURN,

(Formerly Sir Robert Reid), the present
Lord Chancellor.

THE EARL OF CREWE

Lord President of the Council, a promi-
nent figure on the Liberal side in

the House of Lords.

LORD TWEEDMOUTH,

First Lord of the Admiralty.

THE EARL OF ROSEBERY,

Prime Minister from March, 1894, to

January 1895.

When the teeth are cleaned with Odol

the whole mouth is rejuvenated
as .:,e body is by a bath.
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but it is far too small; there are not

seats for more than cwo-thirds of the

members. On a crowded night members

have to climb up to the surrounding

galleries. On one occasion, when Glad-

stone introduced his nrst Home Rule

Bill, the members took refuge in the

empty space between the two sides of the

house, and planted chairs there. The

ceiling of the House of Commons, more-

over, is low; the acoustics were found to

be so bad that a second ceiling of glass
had Ire lie placed under the first; which

leaves a very low-ceilinged hall.

A MAGNIFICENT CHAMBER.

When you enter the House of Lords

from the House of Commons, the sensa-

tion is somewhat the same as if you were

passing from a modest chapel-of-ease to

a great cathedral. Everything in the

chamber suggests spaciousness and op-

ulence. The ceiling is very high; on

the great wall at the back huge and

beautiful historic pictures greet the eye.

The throne, with its seats for the king
and the queSn—draped except when the

sovereigns open Parliament—is a mag-
nificent seat, worthy in its size and its

splendour for the persons of monarchs;
the door through which you enter is a

splendid and massive piece of beautifully
carved brass. Everywhere you have the

sense of something like the magnificent
distances of Washington, the American

capital.
There are some other great differences

between the appearance and structure of

the House of Peers and those of the

House of Commons. In the latter, ladies

still have only a very limited accommo-
dation—some forty to fifty seats, which

have to be won by ballot. The ladies’

gallery has in front a great grill?, which

prevents its occupants from being seen,

and, to some extent, prevents them foom

seeing or hearing. Moreover, the low

ceiling and the smallness of the space in

this gallery often make it a veritable

Black Hole of Calcutta, a visit to which

usually means a violent headache. The

House of Lords, on the other hand, has

a large gallery on both sides; and here

the peeresses are privileged to sit. On a

great night, there are few sights so dra-

matic and as picturesque. The peeresses
appear here dressed as for a gala night

at the opera; ambassadors have their

places not far from them; and with the

lofty ceiling, the richly upholstered

benches, the tall candelabra that stand

up at various points in the hall, and

the great and conspicuous nictu es, you

have a mingled sense of a great religious
ceremonial in a fine cathedral, a dramatic

performance, and a historic tournament

in which some mighty historical issue is

to be decided; where the fate of em-

pires and of coming generations trembles

in the balance.

The House of Commons, as is often

said in debate, has only two lobbies;
that is to say, a man has to belong to

either one or the other of the two great
parties in the State—at least when it

tomes to a division. In the House of

Lords they -have to make provision for

the peers who are not entitled to express

any political preference. Princes of the

blood—for instance, the Prince of Wales
at this moment—have a right to a seat

iu the House of Peers; but of course, as

representing royalty, they cannot mani-

fest any partizanship. The great soldiers

who are elevated to the peerage are also

supposed to remain outside party poli-
ties. For the convenience of these classes

there are in the House of Peers what are

known as the cross benches, standing be-

tween the two sides, and representing
detachment from party.

Unrestrained, then, by any i tiles of or-

der, there is room in the House of Lords

for that exuberant and lawless manifes-

tation of individuality which brings out

the foibles, follies, and eccentricities of
its members. If a peer be a little de-

mented—which sometimes happens—his
mental weakness does not prevent him

from addressing the House of Lords.

The debates in the House of Lords are

absolutely different from those in the

Nothing could be farther from tin- truth,
for it is more like an assembly of bois-
terous schoolboys than anything else.

House of Commons. There arc those
who think that the House of Commons
is an orderly, silent, decorous assembly.
It is as responsive, as changeable, a-

noisy as an eolian harp on a breezy
night. In the House of Lords you seem

to have reached the spectral quiet, th.-

bloodless phantoms, of the Elysian fields.
Such a thing as a loud cheer is almost
unknown there. To exhibit emotion or

excitement would be regarded a- bad

manners. Slowly, frigidly, amid dead

silence, the different leaders address the

house; if now and then there is a sign
of applause it is but a faint echo of the

thunderous tumult of the popular eham

The House of Lords is richer than the
House of Commons in striking or curious

personalities; for no member of that

body has to pass through the searching
and cruel analysis of popular election.
You see there al! kinds of anachronisms

in persons, in thoughts, in clothes. Tai'

peer wears a hat, the shape of which be

longs to the eighteenth century; this
other man has the long whiskers and the
stock of the early Victorian epoch. In a

corner you may catch sight of a curious
drab-coloured man, with a drab beard, a

drab complexion, and appallingly bad

■clothes. This is the Marquis of Clanri-
carde, who stands for a type of Irish

landlordism that is almo.st as dead as the
dodo; but still lives to curse and be

cursed by his tenantry on a vast estate

in the west of Ireland.

Look at them steadily and well; with
their coats of ancient garb, their strange-
ly shaped hats; their frigid speech; for

it is possible that we of this generation
are gazing at an institution which, in its

present shape and composition, will be

numbered among dead things that have

no resurrection.

THE LIBERAL LEADERS.

The chief figure on the Government

side, for the moment, is the Marquis of

Ripon. Here is one of the finest figures
of contemporary polities. A marquis,
a large landholder, son of prime
minister, he has all his life been a eon-

EARL CARRINGTON,

President of the Board of Agriculture.

THE MARQUIS OF RIPON,

Lord Privy Seal, the foremost figure of

the Goverenment side of the House of

Lords.
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siatent and almost extreme Radical in

opinion. As Viceroy of India, he first

attempted to enlarge the liberties of the
native population, with the result that

he had to pass over long roads of roses

as he left the country, where he is wor-

shipped to this day. He is almost eighty

years of age. has weak health, and has

recently lost a wife to whom he was

devoted for half a century; but he often

speaks with all the tire of youth.
A figure which has attracted a great

deal of attention in the last year is the
Eiirl of Crewe. He is the son of u man

of letters, who began life as Richard

Monckton Milnes, and ended as Lord
Houghton. It was as Lord Houghton
that the present peer also began; but the
death of his uncle the Earl of Crewe—

enabled the government of the day to

pass on the title to him. Here is a

typical grand seigneur in appearanc •
and manner. Lord Crewe is perhaps
the handsomest man in the House ot

Peers; very tall, very slight, with

beautifully chiselled and regular fea-

tures; fine, brilliant, prominent eyes; and

a manner so frigid, so polite, and such a

delicious combination of courtliness and

sarcasm as to make even Lord Lans-

downe look and sound plebian. He con-

ducted the Education Bill with extraor-

dinary* skill and good temper last year;

and he is already indicated as a man who

may reach anything. He was handsome

and attractive enough in his fortieth

year to win the love of Peggy Primrose,

as the second daughter of Lord Rose-
bery was called—u fascinating young

woman, half grande dame, half soubrette

in appearance, with much of her father’s
attractiveness, with his sense of humour,
his whimsicality, and perhaps his way-
wardness.

Where Presidents Live.

THE WIIIT'E HOUSE. AND THE MEN

\\ HO HAVE BEEN ITS TENANTS.

The White House at Washington, olli-

cially drscrilwd as the “ Executive man-

sion of the President of the United

Staes,” where Mr. Taft will follow Mr.

Roosevelt as tenant, was built by an

Irishman, and is said to be modelled upon
the Duke of Leinster’s house in Dublin.

Il is a building with a stucco front and

a portico supported by Corinthian pillars,
and Mr. Bryce, the present Britsh Am-
basador to America, describes it as hav-

ing the air of a large suburban villa

rather than of a palace.
To an American President with a re-

collection of its past the White House

should serve as an argument for main-

taining a sufficient American navy, for
once upon a time, not long after it was

first built, the “Executive mansion” was

horned down by invaders, who, it is

scarcely necessary to say, where British

soldiers.

The house was first begun in 1792, and

the first President to occupy it was John

Adams, second President, who took up
his residence there in 18<M>. During the

war between America and Great Britain
— from ]Bl2 to 1814—the British soldiers

captured the American capital. President

Madison was about to give a banquet
the evening the Englishmen marched into
the place. The dinner was duly eaten,
not by the President’s guests, but by the

officers of an English regiment. The

White House anil all the public offices

were then burned down.

MANSION REBUILT.
Four years later the White House was

restored and again inhabited by an Ame-

rican President, the famous Monroe, and

it has ever since been the more or less

peaceful home of George Washington’s
successors.

It is even less pretentious from an

architectural point of view that Bucking-
ham Palace, and very much smaller, for

it is only a two-storeyed building. 170

feet long by 86 feet deep, with a range
of conservatories on its west side. The

gardens round the house are 75 acres in

extent, and on Saturday afternoons a

part is open to the public and a band

plays.
For many years Americans have been

discontented with the White House, but

in spite of criticism it remains unaltered.

Congress spent some thousands of pou ids

in redeeoration when Mr. Roosevelt be-

gan his second term of office. but the ex-

penses of the White House are scanned

with an eagle eye by many economic sena-

tors, and any definite proposal for build-

ing a
“ palace ” for the President would

probably be rejected with scorn.

A few years ago it cut down from

£20,000 to £ 12,000 an estimate by Air.

Root for White House repairs. The Pre-

sident’s salary is £lO,OOO a year, and out

of that he has to pay the ordinary ex-

penses of official housekeeping, except
the salaries of housekeeper, steward and

cook. It is said that some of the Pre-

sidents showed a balane eto the good on

their White House acounts, but Mr. Roo-

sevelt is believed to have spent some

thousands of his own money in entertain-

ing.

PRESIDENTS AS HOSTS.

.Although the President and his wife

are not looked upon as leaders of society
in Washington, at least one President,
before Mr. Roosevelt, made a reputation
as a host. This was President Arthur,
who was elected Vice-President when

Garfield was elected President, and who,
on Garfield’s assassination in 1881, suc-

ceeded automatically to the Presidency,
as Mr. Roosevelt fell into the place of

Mj-. McKinley. Now, no one had

imagined that General Arthur was ever

going to be President, any more than

Mr. Roosevelt was expected to step into

Mr. McKinley’s shoes. General Arthur

was a genial New York clubman and

flaneur, and his chief claim to fame dur-

ing the three and a-half years he con-

tinued in office as President was his

lavish hospitality at White House. His

"little dinners”
*

became famous among

diplomatists. But a New York newspaper
said two or three years ago that “even

the gaiety of the Arthur Administration
has been surpassed, dining Mr. Roose-

velt’s reign.
Another famous White House host was

President Hayes, whose wife was a leader

of the temperance movement in the

States. The President's guests never

found anything stronger than water on

the White House table during those

years, but the President did his best to

make up for this by providing thp
choicest food.

MANA' WEDDINGS.

The White House has been the scene

of weddings, but never of deaths, al-

though both Lincoln and Garfield were

assassinated in Washington. President

Cleveland went out from the White

House to be married. Miss Nellie Grant

was married from the White House dur-

ing her father’s Presidency, and the wed-
ding of Muss Alice (Roosevelt—“Prin-

cess” Alice—in the White House will

live long in American memories as the

most splendid event in White House his-

tory.
Many of the most famous men who

have visited America in the past century
have dined at the White House, includ-

ing King Edward VII., who was there as

Prince of Wales. Another eminent visi-
tor was the late Duke of Devonshire,
then Marquis of Hartington. His host

was President Lincoln, the heroic Father
of the North. Lord Hartington had made

the error of wearing the colours of the

South while at a ball in Philadelphia,
and President Lincoln, whether by in-
tention or otherwise, secured his revenge

by addressing his guest throughout the

visit as “Mr. Partington.”
Nearly every President of the United

States has planted a tree in the AVhitc

House grounds, but the most noted tree,

after Washington’s elm, is the “bulletin
tree” just outside theWhite House gates.
On its trunk were nailed the bulletins
while President Garfield was lying at

death’s door.

There is little ceremony about the

AVhite House. A few policeman form its

only guard. Every day dozens of people
attend there by appointment to see the

President, who receives them in a board-

room opening out of his business office.

Two or three times a week the White
House is open to the world. The Presi-

dent holds his reception, and it is the
birthright of every American that he can

walk through the White House on that

day and shake hands with the Chief

Magistrate.

English Books in France.

There is an extraordinary run just now

in France on English novels. For some

years past the French novel has been
built so much on the Bourget type —sacri-

ficing the story to psychological analysis
—that readers have have become a little

tired of it. The tide is changing, and

many elever French writers are working
hard now at novels with stories in them.

But meanwhile the output of stories

has been below the demand for them, and

French publishers have bought largely
from England and America.

It is an extraordinary fact that in five

of the most important papers in Paris

to-day the•feuilletons should be transla-

tions from the English. The “ Temps ” is

publishing “My Friend Prospero,” by
Henry Harland; “ La Liberte” is publish-
ing “ Lady Rose’s Daughter.” by Mrs.

Humphry Ward; the “ Journal des De-

lia ts” “The Tangled Skein,” by Baroness

Orczy; and the “Figaro” has just begun
the publication of “ The Shulamite,” by
Alice and Claude Askew. The French

papers are not always quite accurate in

their spelling of our British names, anct

that, no doubt, is why the “ Echo de

Paris” describes its feuilleton “ L’lle an

Poison,” (which is the French for Mr. A.

T. Quiller - Couch’s “ Poison Is-

land,”) as adapted from the

English of A. T. Quiller Quiou.
It is, no doubt, the author’s pseudonym
of “ Q.” which has misled th? French

paper.
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THE FORD: A TYPICAL NEW ZEALAND CREEK SCENE.
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A Joke That Missed Fire.

By MAX ADELER.

Cooley’s oldest boy is a little too fond

of playing practical jokes. The other

evening lie went up into a third-story
bark room, in which the lured man sleeps,
and, fixing a piece of stout twine to the

bedclothes, he ran it down-stairs into his

own room, with the intent to remove

the covers from the hired man as soon

as that individual got into bed.

The (*<M>leys had just taken down their

winter stoves, and they had the parlour
stove standing temporarily at the head of

the third-storey stairs. The man dis-

covered the string just as he was retir-

ing. and comprehending the motive of the

intended trick, he quietly untied it. and

fastened it to the stove. The boy mean

time had gone to bed. and forgotten
about the string. But about ten o'clock

Mr. Cooley, who was upstairs getting

apples in the garret, caught his foot in

the string as he was coming down the

steps. He fell, and pulled the stove over

after him, and the next moment Cooley,
a |kiii of apples, and about forty pieces
of stove, stove-pipe, grates, and brick

lining were rattling down-stairs, with a

noise like a volley of musketry.
As Cooley lay on the landing, with a

pile of apples and cast-iron heaped upon

him. Mrs. Cooley, and the boy and the

servants came rushing out to ascertain

what on earth was the matter. As they
approached, Cooley said:

“Terrible, wasn’t it? Awfulest earth-

quake we ever had in this country!”
"Was there a real earthquake?” asked

Mrs. Cooley. ”1 didn’t feel a shake.”

“Didn’t feel it!” exclaimed Cooley, tak-

ing a stove-leg out of his shirt-collar and

brushing the soot from his clothes.

Didn’t feel it? Why, my gracious! The

house rocked like a cradle, i thought
she’d go clear over every minute. It’s

the worst shock 1 ever felt. Sent me

skipping downstairs with things a-rattl-

ing after me till 1 thought the roof had

tumbled in. There’s something queer
about these natural convulsions. These

scientific men say that the shake always
moves in waves from east to west, so

that if it conies from the

“Hello! what’s this?” exclaimed Coo-

ley, discovering the twine wrapped
around his leg. "Who tied that string
to that there stove?”

As he looked around inquiringly, he ob-

served his oldest boy suddenly mount

upon the bannister and glide swiftly
down to the first floor, where he stood

waiting for an offensive movement on the

part of his father. Then Cooley leaned

over the railing, and shaking his fist at

him, said:

"You wicked little scoundrel! If you

ain’t a candidate for the gallows I’m no

judge! You come up here and go to

lied, and to-morrow morning I’ll tan

your hide for you with a bed-slat. You

mind me? I’ll give you enough earth-

quake to make you dance from here to

the equator, you tow-headed outcast!”

Then the family went to bed, and

the boy crept softly up the kitchen stairs,
thinking there was not much fun in such

jokes anyhow.

Mr. Jones: “Would you support my

daughter in the style of which she has

been accustomed?”
( holly: “Yes, sir.”
Mr. Jones: “Then you’re an idiot, and

vou can’t have her!”
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Life in the Garden

Practical Advice for Amateurs

GARDEN NOTES.

The potato blight is spreading with

amazing rapidity. Many growers who

imagined there would be no trouble this

season, and neglected to spray their

crops, are now lamenting their loss. As

a result, markets are glutted with in-

ferior samples, and prices have fallen

very coniderably. Growers who took

the precaution to spray, and kept it up,
will be able to hold their crops. Any
late planted crops should be sprayed at

once, and during the present showery
weather any vacant piece of land can be

planted, provided suitable seed sets can

be procured.
In some localities in Auckland Pro-

vince plums are a heavy crop. Ogan and

one or two other sorts excepted. Ogan.,
in several cases, is a complete failure.

Early sorts are plentiful and prices low.

A new early plum, raised by Mr.

Sharpe, of Waikumete, and named

•‘Sharpe’s Early,” seems to be a very

promising sort. We sampled a few re-

cently, and found them good for so early

a variety. We understand it is a heavy

cropper, and comes into bearing early.
Balsams are making splendid growth

this season, and promise a fine display
of bloom. These tender annuals are

easily cultivated, provided sufficient shel-

ter is available; they are of small value

for cutting, but make splendid beds,
lasting a long time in flower.

Winter flowering sweet peas can be

sown this month where a sheltered spot
is available. These early sorts can be

had in Hower during August and Sep-

tember. Very considerable progress has

lately been made in the development of

this class of sweet pea. There are now

several new colours and shades obtain-

able, and although the vines do not

grow so tall as the ordinary sweet pea,
and the flowers are not so large, they
are extremely useful and come in when

Howers are very scarce.

Pansy seed may be sown this month.

The pansy is so universally popular and

such excellent results can now be ob-

tained from seed, we strongly advise

sowing. Some of the finest strains are

Bugnots’ and Cassier’s. We have seen

some grand blooms grown from these

celebrated strains, ('heap pansy seed is

dear at a gift.

Lilium Hansoni.

HANSON’S LILY (LILIUM
HANSONI).

Few of the Japanese Lilies are more

easily cultivated than the subject of this

note. If a bed is specially prepared for

it a site should be selected in a half-

shady situation behind some trees or

shrubs, or it may be planted in a bed

prepared for Rhododendrons, Azaleas or

other American plants. It is perfectly
hardy, and does not object to be grown

in full sunshine, provided the ground is

shaded and the young stems are shel-

tered. This provision is secured by the

abovementioned American plants, ami the

Lily conies into bloom during January.
The fully-grown but unopened flower

buds are highly ornamental, as they are

nearly globular and resemble berries or

other fruits rather than flowers.
As the blooms open, it will be seen

that the plant in all respects is closely
allied to the Martagon or Turk’s-Cap
Lily, except in the texture and colour

of the flowers. The petals are very thick
and of a soft orange colour on the face,

spotted on the lower half with purple
markings. The plant is, therefore, in

beauty for some time before the expan-

sion of the flowers till the petals fall.

The leaves are produced in whorls like

those of the Martagon, and the stems,
usually about 3ft. high, bear a dense clus-

ter of flowers on the top. The accom-

panying illustration will give some idea

of a cluster of flowers and the shape of

them. The bulbs should be planted as

soon as secured.

GROWING BIG DAHLIA BLOOMS

This is so much on a par with (’annas

that the one naturally suggests the other.
Here, again, the main secret of obtain-

ing exhibition blooms is to strike cut-

tings, instead of relying on old tubers.

The stools are stood on a bed of light
soil as with ('annas, and a little light
soil is scattered over them so that the

tubers are quite, but not. deeply, covered.
When the cuttings are about 3in. long
they are cut off and struck.

It is important that Dahlia cuttings
should never Hag, hence the pots should

be quite ready and brought to the Dahlia

stools before a cutting is removed. Pots

2Ain. in diameter are best, using a very

sandy compost and placing one cutting
in each pot. Shade should be given from

the sun, ami the syringe should be gently
used twice daily, but no more water than

is really required should lie given to the

soil. W hen rooted, the plants should g »
into 4lin. pots, ami ultimately be hard

ened off for planting out early in .lune.

If well looked after outdoors these young-

sters will give the finest possible flowers.

THE KING’S GARDENER AT

FROGMORE.

The responsible post of King’s gar-
dener at Frogmore is a position of im-

portance and interest, ami we have plea-
sure in giving a portrait of this gentle-
man with some particulars; also, views

of the house allotted to his use. and the

Bothy, or house which accommodates the

staff under Mr. Mackellar's control. Like

Mr. Mackellar’s own house, the ‘‘Bothy”
stands amid Hower borders in very plea-
sant surroundings. Ft was one of the

very first improvements which the King
ordered to be carried out in the gardens
after his accession. Bis Majesty gave

special orders that a place should be

built which should tend to educate the

men in matters connected with their pro-
fession and elevate their tastes ami

habits. This order has been faithfully
carried out. There is accommodation for

24 men: each man has a separate bed-

room, which is furnished with a chest of

drawers and wardrobe, so mat there shall

be no excuse for untidiness. The bed-

rooms are approached by a wide, stone

staircase from the front, hall, and each

bedroom is connected by a corridor which

extends all round the building. At the

top of the staircase is the lavatory, which

is arranged on the best sanitary lines,

and contains two bathrooms. There is

also a bathroom on the ground floor. The

rooms downstairs are spacious, well ven-

tilated, and are suitably furnished. The

dining-room is situated in the middle
of the building, and contains two large
tables capable of seating about 30 people.
The walls are bung with old prints of

Windsor Castle and its accessories. The

sitting-room, which is also used as a li

brary, is a well-furnished and comfort

able apartment. The bookeases contain

many instructive books for the use of the

young men. There is a bagatelle' table

in the middle of the room, and other

gunes and means of recreation are intro

(lured to encourage the men to stay in

doors after working hours. The kite hen

is conveniently situated near the dining
room. It has all the necessary appli-
ances and utensils, and everything is kept
scrupulously (dean.

Mr. Archibald Mackellar, His Ma-

jesty's Head Gardener at

Frogmore.

Mr. Mackellar's House at Frogmore.

TUC nFRRFRRY A luscious Berry ripening in three monthsfrom seed
I nt. VlUHULnULnn !

I,uther Burbank’s Greatest Creation.

Fruit blue-black like an enormousrich blueberry in looks and taste. Unsurpassed forest•
ing raw, cooked, canned or preserved in any form. The greatest garden fruit ever intiodueed
ami equally valuable in hot. dry, cold or wet climates. Easiest plant in the world togr<»w suc-

ceeding anywhere and yielding great masses of rich fruit all the year. Th*' greatest boon to

th' family garden ever introduced. Everybody can and will grow it when known. We arethe

sole introducers in all parts of the world.
Seed One Shilling per packet, 3 packets for Two Shillings, postpaid.

Also ourGreat Catalogue of Seed. Bulbs. Plants ami New Fruits f*»r 1909. FREE. Nearly
15(J pages, with colored plates ami many startling novelties.

TORN LEWIS CHILDS. Floral Park. New York, U S. A.
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The rooms on the ground floor on tli<»

right of the picture are sick-rooms for

isolating rases of infectious illness. On

the op|M>site side are the carettiker’s

rooms. The floors in the dining room,

corridors, and passages are laid with

Tarazza mosaic*. The whole of the build-

ing is lighted by gas and heated by hot-

water pipes and it is practically fire-

proof.
MR. Mac KELLAR.

I’he Frogmore gardens are under the

care* of Mr. Archibald MacKellar, who

was appointed head girdener there* in

succession to Mr. Owen Thomas after
the accession of King Edward VII. in

1901. Mr. MacKelhir, whose portrait is

reproduced, was born in Argyllshire, his

father being also a gardener, lie served

his apprenticeship in the garden then

under his father’s can*, and afterwards

removed to llopetoun, the Earl of Ilope-
toun’s seat in Linlithgow, in 1870. On

completing two years at llopetoun he

removed to Tyninghame and became
foreman out-of-doors. In 1874 ho was

engaged at Chatsworth in the fruit de-

part inent. and two years later went to

Lord Pcnrhyn’s garden at Penrhyn Cas-

tle as general foreman. Mr. MacKellar

stayed at Penrhyn seven years, and then

removed t<» Floors Castle, the seat of the'

Duke* of Roxburghe. near Kelso, to take*

up his first position as head gardener. It

was after spending II years at Floors

Castle that he was selected to become

head gardener to the King (then Prince'

of Wales) at Sandringham. Norfolk.

After the accession of King Edward. Mr.

MacKellar was appointed to the Royal
(Jardc'iis, Frogmore.

A view of tlie gardener’s house is given.

It. is a very attractive building, erected
in ISII, and is situated in a central posi-
t ion in the garden.

ROSE HYBRIDISATION.

(A Paper by Alex. Dickson, Newtown

a nds. Ireland. Read before the Ameri-
can Rose Society.)

A NEW IDEAL.

In the early eighties, when w e began

to see tin* results of our labours, we

abandoned the original basis of our ex-

periments, namely, tin* fertilisation of

the better varieties of Hybrid Remont-

ant oi Perpetual, and began a series of

cross-pcd’ination between the Hybrid Per-

petual and Teas and Austrian Briars,

and then using Hit' results of this first

cross in a systematic course of in-breed-

ing. The main object which we had in

view was to produce varieties of ro'-‘s

at once vigorous in their habits, con-

tinuous in their bloom, at the same time

retaining the absolute essentials of all

good roses, namely, beauty of colour,
perfection of form, and delicacy of per-
fume. It was, of course, a great ambi-
tion. and how we have succeeded we

must leave the world to judge. Broad-

ly. 1 would say that such success as has

attended our labours is due far more

to the careful selection than to anv

defined plan of fertilisation. As a broad

basis of our experiments, we took as

parents such varieties as appeared to us

to embody tin1 chief elements of our

ideal, and worked steadily from these.

We had, of course, to experiment upon

a very extensive scale, and my point
will be readily appreciated when 1 say
that we were only able to retain for

use, either for further fertilisation or

for commerce, about 5 per cent, of the
seedlings raised. To appreciate the
labour this entails upon the hybridiser,
one must follow the rose from the hip
until it reaches maturity. In hybridi-
sation. carried out upon a systematic
plan such as ours, it means that the

plants with which we are working have
to be specially selected, planted and

grown, and the blooms fertilized. There

is then the period required to ripen the

hip (and in Ireland this takes consider-

able time, owing to the cold and damp-
ness of our climate). Then comes the

sowing of the seed, and the attention
and care during the period of germina-
tion.

Some Incertainties.—ln this respect

it is interesting to note the wide differ-
ences in the period of germination in
the different eases. In some instances
the seed will germinate in two or three

months, and in others 1 have known
it to lie dormant for twelve to fifteen
months. (I have never been able to give
any reason why this should be so, and

particularly why there should be marked
differences in the periods of germination
in seeds taken from the same hip, yet
there is very frequently a marked differ-
ence.) To continue on this point I am

making, it takes anywhere from three
to six months, according to the
vigour of the plant, to bring it to such
amount of growth as will enable us to

bud it for the purpose of testing out-
side. Then, when it is budded of course

it takes a full year to bring the plant to

maturity. Here, again, one has to face

uncertainties, and to be very careful

about forming a judgment, as experi-
ence has proved time and again that, in
the early stages of culture, some varie-
ties have displayed the greatest shyness
in flowering, and yet. after a few years
cultivation, have taken their places in
the front rank as perfect garden roses,
blooming wlith the greatest frete-donf.
Each year we are compelled to make a

very close selection and to discard every

seedling which does not suggest some

improvement in at least one or two of
the essential elements of the perfect rose,

otherwise we would, of course, have been
flooded out with varieties which would
have been of no practical value to us.

or. indeed, to the rose world at large.
System in Crossing.—The system we

ultimately adopted was hybridisation in
the first instance between hybrid perpe-
tual and teas, and then inbreeding from
their offspring upon the following lines:
—We made foul- distinct crosses. We
took a seedling of our own which gave
some evidence of possessing at least some

of the qualities aimed at. and. in the
first instance, this seedling was crossed
with the male parent; secondly, the seed-

ling crossed with the female parent;
thirdly, the male parent crossed with th-

seedling; fourthly, the female parent
crossed with the seedling. As soon as

we were able to form an opinion of tin
results of this inter breeding, we again
made a selection of those most closely
approaching our ideal, again in-breeding,
but with this difference, that we only
made use of a limited number of par
cuts, but in almost every instance mak-

ing a double cross. For example, if we

made a seedling with, say, Marie Van

Ifoutte, as the male parent, then during
that season we reversed the cross, mak-

ing Marie Van Tloutte the seed-bearing
parent, and the seedling the male par-
ent. be always had relays of plants
prepared in duplicate for this purpose,
and we carefully and methodically regis-
tered each experiment, thus carrying on
our work in a systematic manner, the

system of selection, of course, always
playing the most, prominent part in the
results. 1- rom practical experience we
were able to ascertain which varieties

or, rather, types, gave us the best re-
sults. and we were therefore able, to a

considerable extent, to lessen the waste,
and to reduce our methods to a system
containing at least some elements of cer-

tainty. We, of course, have made use of
varieties of other raisers where we have
been struck by any special feature which

they contained, which was in our opin-
ion an advance upon anything in com-

merce.

Some Interesting Results.—The result
of our labours has been to produce what
is admittedly an absolute distinct class,
if not family, of roses known as the

Alex. Dickson type.” We, of course,
claim that the types of roses we have
introduced have made a great advance
on those previously in commerce. We
aimed at producing a type having vigour
of growth, freedom and continuity of
bloom, the flower full and perfectly form-
ed, with unusually long petals, at the
same time growing on bushes, the foliage
of which is luxurious and handsome.
How far the varieties we have sent out
have done what we claim for them, you
must judge.

In our experiments, and in our strug-
gling with the qualities we have indicat-
ed, we felt convinced that La France
would prove one of the most useful par-
ents we could possibly have, if we could
succeed in making it produce seed. It
was, of course, the opinion of most hy
bridisers that La France was sterile, and
with this opinion we were for a lon<»
time inclined to agree, and, indeed, the
best that could be said for it is, that
there is just the possibility that it may
be fertilised. Out of many hundreds of

The Bothy, in which the Gardener's Staff lives at Frogmore,

The Royal Gardens at Frogmore: A house containing Souvenir de la Malmaison Carnations.
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erosae* with this rose, only in one in-

stance did we succeed in making it pro-

duce seed, but we feet that the labour

we spent was amply repaid, as the ulti-

mate result of it was the introduction
or Mrs. W. J. Grant, known to you as

Belle Siebreeht, in our opinion one of

the finest roses in cultivation, at least

from the Britisher’s standpoint. In ad-

dition to this, we have always found,
from practical experience, the roses des-

cended from this particular cross have

always impressed their off-spring with

some at least of the more prominent
qualities of the parents, and it was pur-

suing this particular line of breeding that

enabled us to produce varieties which,
from a British standpoint, are ideal ex-

hibition flowers, and, at the same time,
the plants are floriferous and of excellent

constitution. In this group we might
mention Killarney, Mrs. Edward Maw-

ley, Bessie Brown, Liberty, Lady Moyra
Beauderc, Lady Ashton, Mrs. David
McKee. Dean Hole, Countess of Derby,
Betty, Mrs. G. W. Kershaw, and last but

not least, Mildred Grant and William
Shean, two of the finest exhibition roses

at present in cultivation in Great Bri-

tain. Mildred Grant resulted from a

seedling between Niphetos and Madame

iWillermoz in the first instance, crossed

with a seedling of our own which is

not in commerce, and the system of

•which this is an instance applies pretty
generally to all tha better classes of

roses introduced by us.

After many years of continuous experi-
ment on various lines, we have at last

been able to produce what has long been

Bought for, namely, a yellow Tea, of good
size and colour, with a vigour and hardi-

ness of the Hybrid Perpetual. I refer

to the rose Harry Kirk, which is now-

being grown by most of you, and you

will shortly be able to judge whether

it fulfils the promises we have made on

its behalf. I think you will not be dis-

appointed.
It is interesting to note, in relation

to the La France cross, that the same

inclination to sterility is apparent in the

rose Augustine Guinniosseau sport from

l>a France. Out of hundreds of experi-
ments we have not succeeded in getting
a single seed pod from this variety.

The only other point of practical im-

portance which occurs to me is the fact

that in our early experiments, when we

had in view the object of producing vari-

eties which would give a greater continu-

ity of bloom, we used in our efforts Rosa

dndica, and, after a considerable amount

of labour, we succeeded in impressing
this much valued quality on some of its

offspring which are now in commerce.

In a general way, we found it very
difficult, and, indeed, impossible, to place
the smallest dependence upon the pre-
sumption that Hybrid Perpetual* would

impart to their offspring anything • of

their own colour, and, in a general way,
we may say that, after much experience,
the chief varieties which we use, and use

with the best results for flue purpose
of getting blends, are the Hybrid Perpe-
tuals—Horace Vernet, Charles Lefebvre,
General Jacqueminot, and also Austrian

Briars, Persian Yellow, and Harrisonii.
From what 1 have said, you will readily

appreciate the fact that it would be

wholly impossible, and, indeed, I think

a waste of your time and mine, to give
in detail the results of thirty years’
hybridising. I have done my best

to make clear the general lines upon

which our work has been conducted, from

which it will be readily inferred that

the element of chance must always play
a prominent part, and I might aptly
use the well-known quotation from

Pope—-
“All nature is but art, unknown to thee

AU chance, direction which thou canst
not see.”

And I ask such of you as may desire
to enter for yourselves upon this in-

teresting field of experiment to go for-

ward -with confidence —■
“ Knowing that nature never did betray

The heart that loved her.”

FUCHSIAS.

Most of the species of this highly
ornamental and—at one time—very
popular subject are. natives of South

America, and, though the date of its

introduction to Britain is not exactly
known, it is generally conceded to have

been about the end of the eighteenth
century. F, cocctnea is said by some

authorities to have Iteen the first of the
genus to make its appearance in these
islands, others claim this honour for
F. lyciodes.

Be thia as it may, it is on record that
the first fuchsia seen in Britain vm

discovered by a nurseryman growing in

a cottage window; and, imprenaed with

the beauty of this then unknown plant,
he managed to effect its purchase.

A stock was soon obtained, and of
these young plants, it is said, three

hundred were sold the following year
at a guinea a piece. The popularity of

the fuchsia was thus quickly established,
and other species were introduced front
time to time after this, till latterly
raising from seed was tried, with the

result that in a few years garden varie-
ties, or hybrids, differing greatly Imth

from parental species and each other,
were easily obtainable, and for many
years these garden varieties, and also

many of the species were reckoned

amongst the most beautiful and orna-

mental of our greenhouse plants. It

might be difficult to find an adequate
reason why it is so, but there is no

doubt that, compared with former times,
the fuchsia has fallen upon evil days.
It cannot lie any difficulty of culture, as

the merest tyro in horticulture may take

up fuchsia growing with every hope of

success; changing taste and fashion may
more truthfully be blamed for the ne-

glect now given to this one-time favour-

ite. But, spite of present-day indiffer-

ence, we have few more ornamental sub-

jects, either for spacious conservatory
or cottage window, than a well-grown
specimen of fuchsia, while its adapta-
bility to various forms of training
makes it possible to utilise its beauty
and decorative properties in a variety of

ways.
It may be grown as bushes, pyramids,

or standards, trained on a wall, roof,

pillar, or rafter, while several species
and varieties are eminently fitted for

draping the front of conservatory stages
or growing in baskets suspended from

roof or rafter. Many varieties are

hardy enough to permit of their free use

as summer bedders; one or two are

hardy enough to stand all the. year
round—F. Riccartonii, for instance—-

while several more would also live out-

side if given some, protection durnig win-

ter. The writer knows of chimps of

F. Riccartonii that have occupied the

same position undisturbed for over 30

years, receiving no protection whatever,
and though the young growth some-

times gets nipped with late spring frosts,
growth soon breaks away afresh from

the root, and these clumps—about 4 feet

through—make a magnificent display in

late summer and autumn.

The growing of fuchsias for exhibition
or as specimen plants entails a measure

of care and attention, but for merely
ordinary or decorative purposes their

culture is easi.y mastered, though, like

the majority of cultivated plants, they
should be well eared for when young.

Propagation may be effected either by
seeds or cuttings, but raising from seed

is only practised when new varieties aye

wanted; established varieties can only
with certainty be increased from cut-

tings. Cuttings will root at any season

o. the year that suitable young growths,
free of flower buds, can be obtained, but

spring is the season best adapted for

propagation for general purposes. Old

plants for supplying cuttings should be

slightly cut back, and if kept moist and
well syringed in bright weather, they
will soon furnish abundance of young
growth suitable for cuttings. Of course,

cutting, can also be obtained from stock

plants when- started in spring, without

setting apart any plants specially to

supply cuttings.
Cuttings should be taken off when

about 4 inches long, made and trimmed

in the usual way of preparing, and then

inserted singly in small pots filled with

very sandy,moist soil. If plunged in a

brisk bottom heat, kept close, and

shaded for a few days, they will quickly
make, roots, and should then bo gradu-
ally exposed to more light and air, tak-

ing care to keep rooting medium always
moist, without being sodden. Directly
rootlets are visible in any quantity, the

young plants should be potted on into

pots just one size larger, still using
light, sandy soil, with just a little more

loam added. The main point in fuchsia

culture for any purpose is to keep plants
growing freely while young, and to this

end they should have a good modicum
of moist heat afforded them at this

stage; 50 deg. at luy-lit, wua a rise of
10 or 15 deg. during she day, will suit

them well, but they should have plenty
of atmospheric moisture along with this

heat. They should be freely syringed
overhead in bright weather, and should

be potted on as roots touch the

sides of the pots until they reach the

size it is intended to flower them in.

Fuchsias are still popular plants with

amateurs, hut many amateurs cannot
provide bottom heat in which to root

their cuttings, and if old plants are

then cut Imck a bit and set in the

warmest, sunniest corner of greenhoust
or window, first making sure that the

ball of soil in |M>ts is well soaked and

then kept moist, suiucient young shoots

for cuttings will soon lie available.

These should lie taken off and inserted

as already advised, then pots should be
set into a box of convenient size, and

deep enough to give cuttings dear head-

room when a sheet ot glass is laid over

the top. A sheet of paper laid over

glass will provide shade, and, if half

an inch of fine ashes can lie laid over

bottom of box for pots to stand on.

these will help to maintain a moister

atmosphere around the cuttings.

Rooting will be somewhat slower than

under the influence of bottom heat, but

it will be none the less sure; but. as a

precaution against damping, the sheet

of glass should have its under surface

wiped dry once every day. or. at least,
turned upside down, which takes less

time, and is quite as effectual.

The same routine should lie followed

when cuttings are rooted as advised for

those struck in bottom heat, and cut-

tings should lie shaded or set in a shady
corner for a few days after they are first

potted on. The fuchsia likes, and repays,

generous treatment; consequently, when

young plants get fairly under weigh or

attain any size, they must have some-

thing in the way of good food at all

subsequent re-pottings Two parts good,
fibrous loam, one part leaf mould and

peat, and half a part clean, sharp sand

and old cattle droppings, with a dash of

soot and lame-meal, makes a good sus-

taining compost, and this should be fur-

ther supplemented by bi-weekly water-

ings witn liquid manure when flowering
pots are well filled with roots.

Pinching must he judiciously prac--
tised at an early stage in order to have

well-furnished plants, though the form

of traininig adopted may modify the

amount of pinching necessary, and also
the time of pinching. For most purposes
we consider the pyramidal style of

training the most effective, and to have

plants closely furnished from the rim of
the pot upwards, the leader or point
should be nipped out when plants are

about 6 inches high. A nice stake

should be given each plant, and the best

point break be neatly tied up to this to

form another leader. This should again
I>e stopped when (I inches of growth is

made, another leader secured as before,
and these operations repeated as often

as necessary till plant has attained the

height desired. I—“ Scottish —“Scottish Gardener.”

BOSE, MRS. E. G. HILL.

'this is a superb variety, so grandly
displayed upon upright stems. It is this

latter quality that makes it superior to

Grand Due de Luxembourg, in which the

growths are soihewhnt straggling, but

the stalk of the bloom is weak, which
compels the rose to hang its head. This

failing is absent in Mrs. E. G. Hill. The

colour is very' brilliant, a striking eoral-

red, the inside of the petals almost pure

white, so that when two or three petals
just curl back slightly, the contrast of

colour is beautiful. Some of the newer

Hybrid Teas have proved grand autum-

nal bloomers, and the variety under no-

tice is no exception. Betty has been

lovely. 1 am aware it has been some-

what disparaged, but all who have seen

it in autumn have been impressed with

its beauty. The form of bud is splendid,
and it is a glorious colour—a sort of

coppery-rose. Were it not for its vigor-
ous growth, one could believe it origin-
ated from Mrs. W. J. Grant, so splendid
are its petals. Laurent Garle is one of

Mons. Fernet Ditcher's novelties. The

colour is a brilliant velvety-carmine, a

shade quite distinct among Roses, and

one that this description does not do

justice to. The flowers are large, even

good enough for exhibition, and very

freely produced upon good, vigorous
growth. Other beautiful novelties for

autumn display' are Harry Kirk, Dorothy
Page Roberts, Elizabeth Barnes, Warrior,
Mine. Segord Weber, Mrs. Aaron Ward,
Rpnee, Wilinart-Urban, Escarlate, Gruss

an Sangerhausen, Joseph Lowe, and Mrs.
Peter Blair.

R. CHEESEMAN

NURSERYMAN, FLORIST AND SEED

MERCHANT
•.

Brighton North, Victoria, and

swanstou Street, Melbourne.

FOR

UP-TO-DATE

Lawn Mowers

Arthur Yates
AND CO.,

Seed

Merchants,

AUCKLAND.

ALL PRICES, From

255. to 105s.

Telephone No. 761. Established 1855.

D. HAY AND SON
Montpellier Nurseries, Auckland.

Respectfully solicit the attention of Intend

Ing planters to their large, varied and most

Complete Assortment of General Nursery
Stock, consisting of Fruit trees, all the
most Popular and up-to-date varieties for

commercial and private orchards. Ornamen-
tal Trees and Flowering Shrubs, Shelter

Trees, Hedge Plants, Climbers, Greenhouse
and Decorative Plants. CARNATIONS,
over 100 named varieties; ROSES, splendid
collection of over 400 varieties, including
latest and best novelties; Annual and

nial Seedlings, etc. Eelair Knapsack Spray
Pumps, Seccat eurs, Budding and Pruning
Knives. Vermorite and other Gardening Re-
quisites. Write for Catalogues, post free

on application.

TJLANT NOW: Choice Chrysanthemums,
J- named varieties, all colours, 8/- per dos.

The Prize Chrysanthemum Set. 25 prize
winners for 12/. my selection, unequalled
value. “The Goin ’ Set of Chrysanthemums.
12 distinct varieties, my selection, for (>/-.
Cactus Dahlias, In great variety, a superb
collection, 9/- per doz.; 12 distinct colours,
my selection, for 7/6. Send for Catalogue,
a complete list, post free on application.
Seedlings of choice annuals and perennials,
an extensive selection, the largest in the

Dominion, from 9d. per doz. Vegetable
and Flower Seeds for present sowing at

MACKAY’S,
SEEDSMAN AND FLORIST. 105 QUEEN

STREET, AUCKLAND.

c. s. McDonald & son

Nurserymen and Florists,

EPSOM.

Onehunga trains pass the Nurseries ever,
few minutes. Telephone 842.

Send for Catalogue.

OTICETO F A R M E R A

IRISH BUIOHT PROOF POTATOM,
Landing ex Tomoana.

Don’t miss this opportunity of securing a
small quantity of the finest Potatoes ever

imported into the Dominion. Now’s the

time to plant for Seed.

Small lots, 3d per lb. Reduction per Cwt*
Apply immediately.

R J RNTKICAN,
Fanners* Agent and Buyer,

•phone !Al6T>. Fort-street, Auckland.

The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for January 20, 1909 41



"PIGS IS PIGS."

By ELLIS PARKER BUTLER.

XJT fKE FLANNEKV- tIH
-

Westeote

/r ■ agent of th< Interurban Express
I 1 Company, leaned over the coun-

-1 Ji 1' 1 of the express office, and

W shook his fist. Mr. Morehouse,

angry and red, stood on the other side

of the •imiiter, trembling with rage. The

argument hail been Jong and heated, amt

at last Mr. Morehouse had talked himself

speechless. The cause of the trouble

stood on the counter between the two

men. It was a soap box? across the top
of which were nailed a number of strips,
forming a rough but serviceable cage.

In it two spotted guinea-pigs were greed-
ily eating lettuce leaves.

“ Do as you loike, then! ” shouted Flan-

nery, “pay lor thim an' take thini, or

don’t pay lor thini and leave thim be.

Kuhs is rules. Misther Morehouse, an’

Mike Flannery’s not goin’ to he called

down for breakin* of thini.’
“

But. you everlastingly stupid idiot!”

Fboutqd Mr. Morehouse, madly shaking a

flimsy printed book beneath the agent's

nose,
“

can't you read it here—in your
own printed rates? * Pets, domestic,
Franklin to Woodi-otc. if properly boxed,
twenty-live cents each.’’’ He threw the

book on the counter in disgust.
“

What

more do you want? Aren’t they pets?
Arne't they domestic? Aren’t they pro-
perly boxed? What?’’

lie turned and walked back and forth

rapidly; frowning ferociously. Sudenly
be tinned to Flannery, and forcing his

voice’ Io an artificial calmness spoke
slowly with intense sarcasm.

“ Peds,’ he said. “ P-e-t-s! Twenty-
five cents each. There are two u! them.

Oh! Two! Two times twenty-five are

fifty! tan you understand that? 1

oiler you fifty ce nts.’’

Flannery reached for the hook. He ran

Lis hand through the pages and stopped
at page sixty four.

“An’ I don't take fifty cents!’’ he whis-

pered in mockery. “Here’s the rule for

lit. ‘Whin the agint be in any doubt

regardin’ which of two rates applies to

a shipmini, he shall charge the larger.
The consign-ey may file a. claim for the

overcharge.’ In this case, Misther More-

house, I be in doubt. Pets thim animals

may be, an’ domestic they be, but pigs,
I'm blame sure they do be. an* me rules

says plain as the nose on yer face, ‘Pigs.
Franklin to W estcote. thirty cints each?
An' Misther Morehouse, by mo arithmet-

ical knowledge, two times thirty comes

to sixty cints.”

Mr. Morehouse shook his head savagely.
“

Nonsense! ” he shouted, “ confounded

nonsense. 1 tell you! Why, you poor ig-
norant foreigner, that rule means com-

mon pigs, domestic pigs, not guinea pigs!”

Flannery was stubborn.

“Pigs is pigs,” he declared firmly.
“Guinea-pigs, or dago pigs or Irish pigs
is all the same to the Interurban Express
Company an’ to Mike Flannery. Th’

nationality of the pig creates no differen-
tiaI ity of the rate. Misther Moorhouse!

’Twould be the same was they Dutch

pigs or Rooshun pigs. Mike Flannery,*’
he added, “is here to find to the expriss
business an' not to hould conversation

■wid dago pigs in sivintccn languages fer

io discover be I hey Chinese or 'Tipperary
by birth an' nativity."

Mr. Moorhouse hesitated, lie hit his

li| and then Hung out his arms wildly.

’Very well!” he shouted, you shall

bear of thi-! Your president shall hear

of this’ |(, is an outrage! I haw offer-

ed you fifty cents. You refuse it! Keep
i he pigs until you are ready Io take, the

fifty cents, hut. by George. sir. if«one

hair of pigs’ heads is harmed I will

have the law on you!”

He turned and stalked out, slamming
the door. Flannery carefully lifted the

soap box from tin l counter and placed
it in a corner. He was not worried. He

felt the peace that comes to a faithful

servant who has done his dntv and done

It well.
Mr. Moorhouse went homo raging. His

boy, who had been awaiting the guinea-
pigs, knew belter than to ask him for

them. He was a normal boy and there-

fore always had a guilty conscience when

hie father was angry. So the boy slipped
quietly around the house. There is no*

thing so soothing to a guilty conscience

as to be out of the path of the avenger.

Mr. Moorhouse stormed into the house.
“Where's the ink?*’ he shouted at his

wife as soon as his foot was across the

door-sill.
Airs. Moorhouse jumped, guiltily. She

never used ink. She had not seen the

ink, nor moved the ink. nor thought of

the ink, but her husband’s tone convicted

her of the guilt of having borne and

reared a boy. and she knew that when-

ever her husband wanted anything in a

hmd voice the boy had been at it.

“I’ll find Sammy,” she said meekly.
When the ink was found. Mr Moor-

house wrote rapidly, and he read the com-

pleted letter and smiler! a triumphant
smile.

“Flannery -is right, pigs is pigs.”
<

“That will settle that crazy Irish-

man!” he exclaimed. “When they get
that letter he will hunt another job, all

Tight!”
A week later Mr. Moorhouse received a

long official envelope with the card of the
Interurban Express Company in the up-

per left corner. He tore it open eagerly
and drew out a sheet of paper. At the

top it bore the number A6754. The

letter was short. “Subject—Rate on

guinea-pigs,” it said, “Dr. Sir—We are in

receipt of your letter regarding rate on

guinea-pigs btwen Franklin and West-

cote,’ addressed *o the president of this

company. All claims for overcharge
should bp addressed to the Claims De-

partment.”
Mr. Moorhouse wrote to the Claim*

Department. He wrote six pages of

t l.oice sarcasm, vituperation and argu-

ment, and sent them to the Claims De-

partment.
A few weeks later he received a reply

from the Claims Department. Attached

to it wa- his last letter.

“Dr. Sir.’’ said the reply. “Your let-

ter of the 16th inst.. addressed to this
Department, subject rate on guinea-pigs
from Franklin Io Westeote. roc'd. We

have taken up tlie matter with our agent,
at Westeote. and his reply is attached
herewith. He informs us that you re-

fused t«> receive the consignment or to

pay lhe charges. You have therefore no

claim against, this company, and your

lettejr regarding the proper rate on the

consignment should be addressed Io our

Tari|F Depratmenf.”
My. Moorhouse wrote io the Tariff De-

partment. He dated his rase clearly,
am! gave his arguments in full, quoting a

page or two from the encyclopedia to

prove that guinea pigs were not common

With the care that characterises corpo-
rations when they are syst.em.Wtvally
conducted, Mr. Moorhouse’s letter was

numbered O. K'd, and started through
Ihe regular channels. Duplicate copies
of the bill of lading, manifest, Flannery’s
receipt for the package and several other
pertinent papers were pinned to the let-

ter, and they were passed to the head of
the Tariff Department.

The head of the Tariff Department
put his feet on his desk and yawned,
lie looked through the papers carelessly.
,

“Miss Kane,*’ he said to his steno-

grapher, “ta«<euthis letter. ‘Agent, West-
cote, N.J. Please advise why consign-
ment referred to in attached papers was

refused domestic pets rates.’ ”

Miss’ Kane made a series of curves

and angles on her note book and waited

with pencil poised. The head of the
department looked at the papers again.

“Huh! guinea-pigs!” he said. “Prob-
ably starved to death by this time? Add

this to that letter: ‘Give condition of

consignment at present.’"
He tossed the papers on to the steno-

grapher's desk, took his feet from his

own desk and went out to lunch.

When Mike Flannery recieved the let-

ter he scratched his head.

“Give prisint condition,” he repeated
thought fully. “Now w hat do thim clerks

be wantin' to know. I wonder! ‘Prisint
condition,’ is ut? Thim pig*-, prai-e St.

Patrick, do be in good health, so far as I

know, but I niver was no veterinairy
surgeon to dago pigs. Alebby thim clerks

wants me to call in the pig doheter an’

have their pulses look. Wan thing I do

know, howiver. which is they’re glorious
appytites for pigs of their s*oize. Ate?

They'd ate the brass padlocks off of a

barn door! If the paddy pig. by the

same token, ate as hearty as these-xlago
pigs do, there’d be a famine in Ireland.”

To assure himself that his report would

be up to' date, Flannery went to the

rear of the office, and looked into the

cage. The pigs had been transferred to

a larger box—a dry goods box.

“Wan, two. t'ree, four, foive, six,
sivin, eight!” lie counted. “JSivin spot-
ted an' .wan all black. All well an’

hearty, an’ all catin’ loike rogin’ hippy-
potty-musses.” He went back to his

desk, and wrote.

“Mr. Morgan, Head of Tariff Depart-
ment,” he wrote. “Why do I say dago
pigs is pigs because they is pigs, and

will be til you ay they ain't, which is

what the rule book says stop your jolly-
ing me. you know it as well us I do. As

to health, they are all well, and hoping
you are the same. P.B. —There are

<ight now; the family increased; all

good eaters. PS.—I paid out so far

two dollars for cabbage, which they like.

Shall I put in bill for same what?*’
Morgan, head of the 'Tariff Depart-

ment, w hen he received this letter, laugn-
cd. He read it again, and Iwcame sen*
ous.

“By George!” lie said, “Flannery fa

right. ‘Pigs is pig*.’ I*ll have. to| get
authority on this thing. Meanwhile,
Miss Kane, take this letter: “Agent,
Westeote, N.J. Regarding shipment
guinea-pigs, File No. A0754. Rule 1 83,
General Instruction to Agents, rlqarly
states that agents shal (collect Trom

consignee all costs of provender, etc.,
required for live stock while in transit
or storage. You will proceed to collect
same from consignee.”

Flannery received this letter next

jiroining, and when he read it he grinned,
“1 roceed to collect,” he said softly.

“How thim clerks do loike to be talkin’!.
Me proceed to collect two dollars and

twiniy-foive cints off Misther More*

house! 1 wonder do thim clerks know,
Misther Morehouse? I’ll git it! Oh,
yes! ‘Misther -Morehouse, two an’ a

quarter, plaze.’ ‘Cert’nly, me dear frind
Flannery. Delighted!’ Not!”

Flannery drove th© express wagon td
Mr. Morehouse’s door. Air. Alorchouse.
answered the bell.

“Ah, ha!” he cried, as soon as he saw.

it was Flannery. “So you've come to

your senses at last, have you? I thought

you would! Bring the box in.”
• “I hev no box,’’ said Flannery, cold-

ly. “1 hev a bill agin Alisther John C.

Morehouse for two dollars and twinty-
foive tints for kebbages aten by his dago
pigs. Wild you wish to pay ut?”

“Pay— f’abbages—!” gasped Air.
Morehouse. “Do you mean to say that

two little guinea-pigs
”

“Eight!” said Flannery. “Pupa an’

mamma, an’ the six childer. Eight!”
For answer, Mr. Morehouse slammed

the door in Flannery’s face. Flannery}
looked at the door reproachfully.

“1 take ut the con-sign-y don't want

io pay for thim kebbages,” he said. “If

1 know signs of refusal, the con-sign-y
refuses to pay for wan dang kebbaga
leaf an' be hanged to me!”

Mr. Morgan, the head of the Tariff De*

partment, consulted the pre-ident of the

Intelurban Express Company regarding
guinea-pigs, as to whether they -were pig*»
or not pigs. 'The president was inclined

to treat the matter lightly.
“What is the rate on pigs and on.

pots?” lie asked.

“Pigs thirty cents, pets twenty-five,”-
said Morgan.

‘Then, of course, guinea-pigs are pigs,”
said the president.

“Yes,” agreed Morgan, “I look at it

that way, too. A thing that can come

under two rates is naturally due to be

classed as the higher. But are. guinea-
pigs, pigs? Aren’t they rabbits?”

“t?ome to think of it,” said the presi-
dent, “I believe they are more like rab-

bits. Sort of half-way station between

pig and rabbit. I think the question is
this—are guinea-pigs of the domestic

family? I’ll ask Professor Gordon. Ho
is authority on such things. Leave th©
papers with me.”

The president put the papers on hfa
desk, and wrote a letter to Professor

Giordorf. Un f<?rtun a teilyi, the 'professor,
was in South America colecting zoologi-
cal specimens, and the letter was for-

warded to him by his wife. As the pro-
fessor was in the highest Andes, where

no white man had ever penetrated, the
letter was many months in reaching him,
'The president forgot the guinea-pigs;'
Air. Morgan forgot them; Air. Afore-

liouse forgot them; but Flannery did
not. One-hralf of his time ho gave to tno

duties of his agency; the other half
was devoted to the guinea-pigs. Long
before Professor Gordon revived the

president’s letter, Morgan received one

from Flannery.
“About them dago pigs.” it said;’

“what shall I do; thev are great in fam-

ily life: no race suicide for them; there

are thirty two now. Shall I sell them?
Do you take this express office for ai

menagerie? Answer quick.”

Morgan reached for a telegraph blank,
and wrote:

“Agent, Westeote. Don’t sell pigs?j
lie then wrote Flannm’y a letter calling

l>i« attention to the fact tliat the pigs
were not the property of the company,

“Pets thim animals may be, an' domestic they may be, but pigs, I'm blame sure

they do be.”

“Proceed to collect.”
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but were merely being held during a set-
tlement of a dispute regarding rates, lie

advised Flannery to take the best pos-
sible care of them.

Flannery, letter in hand, looked at the
pigs, and sighed. The dry-goods Ik»x

cage had become too small, lie boarded

up twenty feet of the rear of the ex-

press office to make «a large and airy
home for them, and went about his busi-

ness. lie worked with feverish intensity
when out on his rounds, for the pigs re-

quired attention, and took most of his
time. Some months later, in despera-
tion, he seized a sheet of paper, and

wrote “160” across it, and mailed it to

Morgan. Morgan returned it asking for

explanation. Flannery replied:
“There be now one hundred sixty of

them dago pigs, for heaven’s sake let

me sell of some, do von want me to go
crazy, what.”

“.Sell no pigs,’* Morgan wired.
Not long after this the president of

the express company received a letter

from Professor (Jordon. It was a long
and scholarly letter, but the pciirH was

that the guinea-pig was the Cavina

aparoea, while the common pig was the

genius Sus of the family Suidae. He
remarked that they were prolific, and

multiplied rapidly.
“They are not pigs,” said the presi-

dent, decidedly, to Morgdn. The

twenty-five cent rate applies.”
Morgan made the proper notation on

the papers lh.at had accumulated in

File AG754, and turned them over to thft

Audit Department. The Audit Depart-
ment took some time to look the mat-

ter up, and after the usual delay wrote

Flannery that he- has on hand one hun-

dred ami sixty guinea-pigs, the property
of consignee, he should deliver them and
collect charges at the rate of twenty-
five cents each.

Flannery spent a day herding his

charges through a narrow opening in

their cage, so that he might count them.
“Audit Dept.” he wrote, when ho had

finished the count, “'you are way off

there may be was one hundred and sixty
dago pigs once, but wake up, don’t be a

back number. I’ve got even eight hun-

dred, now shall I collect for eight hun-
dred or what, how about sixty-four dol-

lars I paid out for cabbages.”

It required a great many, letters back

and forth before the Audit Department
was able to understand why the error

had been made of billing one hundred
and sixty instead of eight hundred, and
still more time for it to get the mean-

ing of the “cabbages.”
Flannery was crowded into a few feet

at the extreme front of the office. The

pigs had ail the rest of the room and

two boys were employed constantly at-
tending to them. The day 'after

Flannery had counted the guinea-pigs,
there were eight more* added to
his drove, and by the time the Audit
Department gave him authority to

collect for eight hundred Flannery had

given up all attempts to attend to (lie re-

ceipt or the delivery of goods, lie was

hastily building galleries around the ex-

press office, tier above tier. He had four
thousand and sixty-four guinea-pigs to

care for! More were arriving daily.
Immediately following its authorisa-

tion the Audit Department sent another
letter, hut Flannery was too busy to

open it. They wrote another, and then

they telegraphed:
“Error in guinea-pig bill. Collect for

two guinea-pigS, fifty cents. Deliver all

to consignee.”

Flannerv read the tel.gram and cheer-
ed Up. he wrote out a bill as rapidly ae

his pencil could travel over paper, and
ran all the way to the Morehouse home.
At the gate he stopped suddenly. The
house stared at him with vacant eyes.
'I he windows were bare of curtains, and
he could see into the empty rooms. A

sign on the porch said, “To Let.” Mr

Morehouse had moved! Flannery ran alt
the way back to the express office. Sixty-
nine guinea-pigs had been born during hist

absence. He ran out again and made
feverish inquiries in the village. Mr

Morehouse had not only moved, but ho

thad left Westeote. Flannery returned
to the express office, and found that two

hundred and six guinea pigs had entered
the world since he left it. He wrote a

telegram to the Audit Department.
•‘Can’t eolleet fitly cents for two dago

pigs consignee has left town address un-

known what shall I do? Flannery.”
't he telegram was handed to one of the

clerks in the Audit Department, and as

he read it he laughed.

‘•Flannery must be crazy. He oil'dit
to know that, the thing to do is to return
the consignment here," said I he clerk.

He telegraphed Flannery to send the pigs
to the main office of the company at
Franklin.

When Flannery received I he telegram
he set to work. The six boys he had
engaged to help him also set to work.

They worked with the haste of desperate
men, making cages out of soap boxes, and
as fast as the cages were completed they
tilled them with guinea pigs and express-
ed them to Franklin. Day after day the

cages of guinea-pigs flowed in a steady
stream from Westeote to Franklin, and
still Flannery and his six helpers ripped
ami nailed and packed--relentlessly and

feverishly. At the end of the week they
had shipped two hundred and eighty
cases of guinea-pigs, and there were in
the express office seven hundred and

four more pigs than when they begun
packing them.

“Stop sending pigs. Warehouse full,"
came a telegram to Flannerv. He stop-
ped packing only long enough to wire

hack, "Can’t stop," ami kept on sending
them. Ou the next train up from Frank
lin came one of the company’s inspectors,
fie had instructions to slop the stream of

guinea-pigs at all hazards. As his train
drew up at Westeote station he saw a

He was winding up the guinea-pig episode
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tattle car standing on the express com-

yany’s siding. When he reached the ex-

press office hr saw the express wagotf
backed up to the door. Six boys were

carrying bushel baskets full of guinea-
pigs from the office and dumping them
into the wagon. Inside the room Flan-

nery, with his coat ami vest off, was

ahovrlling guinea-pigs into bushel baskets
with a coal scoop. He was winding up
the guinea-pig episode.

He looked up at the inspector with a

JSnort of anger.
"Wan wagonload more an’ I'll l>e quit

of thim. an’ niver will ye catch Flannery
wid no more foreign pigs on his hands.

No, sur! They near was the death o’

>ne. Nixt toime I'll know that pigs of

whativer nationality is domi-tic pets-—

an’ go at the lowest rate.”
He began shovelling again rapidly,

speak ing quickly between breaths.

"Rules may be rules, but you can't

fool Mike Flannery twice wid the same

th rick whin nt conies to live stock, dang
the rules. So long as Flannery runs this

expriss office pigs is pets.-- an' cows is

pets,--an* horses is pets,--an* lions an’

tigers an’ Rocky Mountain goats is pets,
- an* the rate on thim is twinty foive

tints.*’

lie paused long enough to let one of

the boys put an empty basket in the place
of the one he had just tilled. There

were only a few guinea-pigs left. As he

noted their limited number his natural

habit of looking on the bright side re-

turned.

"Well, annyhow,” he said cheerfully,
“ *tis not so bad as lit might be. What

if thim <lagn pigs had been elephants’”

Mr. Moorhouse had moved

Berlin and Its Burghers

THE HOME OF THE APPETITE.

By Samuel G, Blythe, in "Everybody’s Magazine,"

Wc were on Unter den Un den, and it

was one o'clock in the morning. "Come,”
«aid my Berlin friend, “we will go up

here and see what is going on.”

We went up. The place was a cafe,

judging from the number of tables. No-

body was there; that is, nobody but a

Jot of waiters standing around. 1

scoffed a bit. "Fine, lively morgue you’ve
broken into,” I said. “An accurate pic-
ture of night life in Berlin, I take it.”

There was a big negro, in a green

uniform, decorated with many brass but-

tons, at the door. He heard me. "’Deed,

sah,” he remonstrated, in real darky
tall:. "you-all is too early. Come in, sah,
in 'bout a hour an’ a half.”

That made me blink. And I blinked

again when we turned the corner into

Frledrirh-strasse and found ourselves in

the middle of a strolling crowd of Ber-

liners that filled the sidewalks.

“Something uncommon going on. I

suppose,” I ventured.

•‘Oh, no,” my Berlin friend replied.
"Usual thing. Always this way. This

street coesn't begin to get good until

after midnight, and it is as crowded at

three or four o'clock in themorning as it
is now.”

And all these years we have been hear-

ing about the stolid, phlegmatic, philo-
sophical German, who stodgily smokes a

long pipe and reads abstruse speculations
on the ultimate theory of matter as con-

trasted with the penultimate hypothesis
of the inner soul. Well, we’ll change
that. The German may be stolid and

phlegmatic and philosophical. Granted.

But the Berliner seems To have aspects of

gaiety and pleasure-seeking that put him

somewhat outside of the diagnosis.
They have l>een handing out the la-la-

la Parisian and the whoop-it-up New

Yorker to us as the real exemplars of

how to have what they call "fun” after

dark. But the Parisian vanishes along
about two o’clock in the morning, and

the New Yorker fades away about the

same time, in a large majority. But the

phlegmatic, stolid German, the student
of philosophy, is just beginning to get
under way when our gay blades of the

Great White Way are yawning and steer-

ing toward the subway. This moans the
Berliner, of course. What they do in
other parts of Germany is beside the

mark; but you can get a good imitation
of Berlin in Dresden and Munich and in
other plains, if you care to investigate.

A city where the cafes remain filled

until four o'clock in the morning cannot

1»e classed rightly as a dun. grey, melan-

choly community*, although it must lie

said there is a certain sedateness about
much of the merrymaking in Berlin that

gives it the conventional Teutonic tinge.

It does not comport, for example, with

American ideas of hilarity, for the whole

family to go to a beer-hall and sit four

hours at a table, solemnly drinking beer.

Still, as it is the Germany way, and they
know what they want to do, the fai t that

they can be found sitting there until two

and three o’clock in the morning helps a

good deal in holding up the contention.
Beilin is organised for eating and

drinking, and so are the Berliners or-

ganised for it. Scattered all over the

city are enormous places where food is

served. The Berliners, apparently, like

to eat and drink in company, if not in

communion, with vast numbers of their

fellows. One of the boasts of Berlin is

the Rheingold, a huge place recently com-

pleted, where four thousand people can

be fed at one time. At the Zoo, on a

pleasant evening, you can find several

thousand, and so at the Terrace Garden,
while Kempinski’s is an amazing institu-

tion.

Wine-halls, where only wines are serv-

ed, and bepr-halls, which deal in beer

alone, are everywhere, some of them

most respectable and some of them not

so impeccable. It is the rule that it is

perfectly proper to take your mother or

your wife or your sister to a beer hall

or a wine-hall that is frequented by the

officers of the army. They go only to

the proper ones—publicly. The etiquette

of these plaees is most formal. If thv
hall is crowded and tables are searee,
before you sit down you draw your heels

together and make a military bow to
everybody sitting at the table you select.
Then, also, you raise your glass or stein
to those at the table when your refresh-
ment is served. On leaving, you bow all
around again. Or the other people at
the table bow, if they leave before you do.
The American way of asking the others
at the table for permission to sit down
is not ceremonious enough for the Ger-

mans, who are the most formally polite
people in the world.

Your German does not care for fancy,
food. He wants “grub.” Eating to him
is rt sacred ceremony, not to be trifled
-with nor slighted. When he eats, he
wants to eat, to masticate, to get a realis-
ing sense that he is communing with
something that has substance in it.
There was that occasion when Frederick
W. Cauldwell, the American Vice-Consul
General in Berlin, decided to give a re-

•ception to his friends. He went to his
landlady and discussed the refreshments
with her. 1 hey decided on sandwiches
and some trifles of that character. In

giving his parting instructions, Cauld-
well said: “Be sure to cut the crusts off
the bread when you make the sand-
wiches.”

There was consternation at this. The
landlady hold a consultation with the
sei cants. Ihe n,-aster of the house was
brought into it. The point Was debated
for half an hour. Cut the erusts off the
bread? Preposterous! After the situa-
tion had been canvassed in all its details,
and the judgment of everybody in the
house had been passed on the proposition
the landlady went to Cauldwell.

Is it so, she asked, “that we are to
cut the erusts the bread off when the
sandwiches we are making?”

“Certainly,” Cauldwell replied.
“Ah ” she said, a great light breaking

over her, “I comprehend at last. Your
friends have no teeth.”

The Kaiser knows the fatal effects

,

these great German feasts. He
knows the reason so many of
his countrymen get paunchy is
that they sit too long at table after thedinner is oyer. Whenever he gives or
goes to a dinner, he gets up as soon as
it is finished and walks about. Every-
body ,dse has to get up and stand around
as long as the Kaiser is standing. He
keeps them on their feet for an hour.
That is one way the Kaiser holds his
waist hue in check, for he eats as heart-
ily as any of his subjects, and likes to
do it. Still, not all Germans, and es-

pecially not all Berliners, have this
fear of paunchiness. One massive offi-
cial was talking about his size. ;

“Why not reduce?” he was asked.
“Reduce!” he screamed, patting his

paunch affectionately. “Why should I?
Look what it cost me to get it up!”

Berlin is the eity of the small tip, but,
likewise, tho city of the numerous tip.
It is amazing to observe the grateful
thanks that follow the princely bestowal
of ten pfennigs, or about one and a-half
cents. Still, there need be no obsession
that tips are not expensive -enough, in
the total, for the Berliners have evolved
a gradation of service that makes the

outflow of ten-pfennig pieees rapid and
continuous. You are waited upon all
right, but it takes a platoon of servants
to accomplish what is wanted.

The Berliners and the rest of the Ger-
mans are the most governed people on

earth. They like it and howl for more.

They have restrictions of all kinds placed

IT IS THE GERMAN WAY, AND THEY CAN BE FOUND THERE UNTIL 2

AND 3 O'CLOCK IN THE MORNING.

THE FIREMEN DO NOT TURN THE HOSE IN AT THE TOP WINDOWS

AND DROWN EVERYTHING IN THE PLACE.

tireiWOl.
“

I fell a suf- J

fercr to ’ that tired feel- 4" ACyNUI!
ing,’” says Miss Messen- I ’
ger, c/o Miss Stephens,
Burnett Street. Ipswich,
Queensland. *‘ I lost all appetite,
suffered from Indigestion and
Headaches, became languid,

weary, depressed, and jaded, and

quite unfitted for work. ’On the

recommendation of a friend I un-

derwent a course of Bile Beans.

The first few doses gave me great
relief, and I was soon rid of all

my troubles, for yliich I am very
thankful. Bile Beans arc easy to

take, ami I shall always keep a

box handy (or use whenever oc-

casion may arise, and recommend

tliem to my friends.”

Of all Chemists and Starts, at I / j
and 2') per box.
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on the order of their daily lives, but
they are used to it.' Indeed, they have

arrived at a sort of mental state in wKlch
they look to the authorities to tell them

what to do, and how to do it, in every
contingency. “Verboten!” is the German

word that has the greatest vogue, so

far as I was able to see. “Forbidden!”
stares them in the face everywhere. They
ale regulated in all sorts of ways, down

to the manner they shall conduct them-
selves in their houses. There is a certain

time for boating rugs, a certain time for

playing the piano, a certain time for

everything else. You can move your
household goods only in a certain way.

You cannot shake a dust rag out of the

window. You cannot do this and you
cannot do that, and, they told me, after

you onoe get accustomed to it, it is a

comfortable way to live. It absolves

you from thought if you know what
hours there are for doing your work

and how you must do it.

The municipal authorities are not poli-
ticians, voted in or voted out of office.

They are fixtures. For example, the

mayor of Berlin was not elected in Bc#«
lin and did not live in Berlin. He came

from another city, where he had been

mayor liefore. He U a sort of profes-
sional mayor, aud he was brought to

Berlin In-eauae he had been a good mayor
elsewhere. He had been trained. Imagine

New York taking a mayor from Roches-
ter because the Rochester man had been

a good mayor and knew how to rim a

municipality; or Chicago sending to

Springfield or I’eroria for an executive?
The imported mayor serves 12 years. He
is not dependent on politics in any de-

gree, ami the result is that there is lit-
tle graft in the city government and

that the municipal machinery works

smoothly and well.
As for the police, they are mostly mon

who have served in the army, who have

no fear of shifting captains or changes
in commissionersliip. They arc policemen
so long as they behave themselves pro-
perly. They are very important, very

self-sufficient, and inclined to be brutal,
but they keep the city in good order.

The firemen are carefully selected.
They have fire-fighting methods that

might well bo.studied by the firemen in

American cities. 1 saw a fire in an

apartment house. It was on the third

floor. The firemen came, took out some

tarpaulins, spread thorn carefully on the

stairs up to that floor, went into the
apartment, shut the doors, and put out

ttie fire, confining it to two rooms. They
did not come whooping down the street,
turn the hose in at the top windows,
aud drown everything aud everybody in
the place; nor did they smash in any
doors or windows with axes, nor ruin

any furniture.
Berlin streets are miraculously dealt

If yon light a cigar while walking out
of doors, you instinctively look for a

place to put the stub of the match in-

stead of throwing it on the pavement.
If you see no place, the chances are

you will put the burned match in your

pocket, it seems so against the rules
■to <lo anything to muss up those streets.
There are no glaring electric signs and
no bill-boards. At various places
in the city, round sheet - iron
stands are placed. If you have
any bill-posting to do, you must

post your bills on these stands. More-

over, the bills must be of a certain size.

The sixteen-sheet stand is unknown. A

modest two-rfheet is about the limit.
If a cab knocks you down in the

street, you are arrested for obstructing
♦he traffic. Your place is on the side-
walk. They tell a story of the extreme

to which this policy is followed. A man
amt his small son were waiting at ac

underground railroad station for a train.
The boy fell off the platform to the

track, and was struck by an approach-
ing train and killed. Did Hie father

get damages from the railroad? He did
not. Instead, he was sued by the au-

thorities for obstructing traffic through
tlie person of his son.

Every Berliner does exactly what he
is expected to do, and you must do the
same. As an example of how well train-
ed they are: they are not obliged to
have guards on the underground trains
in Berlin. '1 he -Berlin folks know they'
are expected to shut the doom, and they
shut them. If you observe their regula-
tions you are not disturbed, but if
you violate one of them you instantly
get into more kinds of trouble than yoii
had imagined would exist. All you are

expected to do is to walk a chalk-line,
and you can be happy, if the regulations
allow the kind of happiness that agrees

with you. If not, be gloomy. It. !j
much more comfortable than to insist
on your type of happiness, for there h
no greater example of wasted effort than

an argument with a Germ in official
Berlin men, who are usually erect iiixd

IF A CAB KNOCKS YOU DOWN, YOU ARE ARRESTED FOR OBSTRUCTING
THE TRAFFIC.

THE ARMY IS CONSTANTLY ON VIEW.

Patronised by the Prince and Princess of Wales, Governors of Australia, New Zealand, etc.

THE GRAND HOTEL, ROTORUA.
THE LEADING HOTEL IN HOT LAKES DISTRICT.

Close to the Railway Station and the Government Gardens, and Famous Curative Baths. Superbly Furnished and Supplied with every
Luxury, Comfort, and Modern Convenience. Attendance and Cuisine equal to the best in the Dominion.

TARIFF : From 12/6 per day. GEO. M. BROWN, Proprietor.

LAKE HOUSE HOTEL, Ohinemutu, RO FORUA.
On the Shores of the Magnificent Lake Rotorua; one of the most commanding positions in the district. From its

spacious balconies a wonderful view is obtained Among the GREAT ATTRACTIONS this Popular Hotel has to offer are

TWELVE NEW HOT MINERAL BATHS

of the latest and most up-to-date design in SEPARATE SPECIALLY CONSTRUCTED BATH HOUSES, situated on its own

SPLENDIDLY LAID OUT GROUNDS, which are free to the use of visitors to this Hotel.

TARIFF : From 8/6 per day. CHAS. A. SANSOM, Proprietor.

GEYSER HOTEL, Whakarewarewa, ROTORUA.
SITUATED IN A UNIQUE POSITION CLOSE TO THE WONDERFUL GEYSERS

AND MAORI SETTLEMENT.

From the verandah of this hotel visitors have constant opportunity of witnessing the Geysers playing, and of studying native life ati 1 customs.

The Hotel possesses its own private Hot and Cold Curative Mineral Baths, of which the most valued are the “Spout,” “Oil,” and
“ Carlsbad ’’ Baths. It is Furnished throughout in a most luxurious style, aud is on a par with the leading

Continental Spa Hotels.
TARIFF j From 10/6 per day. F. WATKINSON, Proprietor.
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soldierly, because vf tlu’r army ver-

vice, have three method* of; adding *<»

their noiir-tuu piiklnitudinou* facial
charms. All are in great vogue. One

the bi-ar embellishment, acquired in the

duelling days at the universities. The

more crisscrosses ther<‘ are on a Ger-

man’s face, the greater satisfaction he

takes when he looks in the glass. When

they light their duels they arc so swath-
ed in bandages that little harm can

come to them, but they usually get a

few shallow slashes. These slashes, I

am told, are cultivated carefully, and

elaborated by rubbing salt into them un-

til the required pictorial effect is pro-

duced. You'd think, to sec some of the

men you meet over there, that some-

body had held them down while other
bloodthirsty ruffians had hacked their

countenances with meat cleavers. 1 am

assured this is not the case. A cut a

thirty-second of an inch deep ran be

elaborated into a forbidding scar by the

judicious use of salt.

The Kaiser owns fifty-three palaces,
or hunting-seats, or houses, or whatever

they may all be. in various parts of the

Empire. and is thus reasonably well sup-

pled with places for his royal residence,
lie travels about his country a good bit,
but Berlin sees much of him, for the

ofliciaJ jpaLace yis there, lie has the

thrift of the race. It costs fifty pfen-
nigs to visit the State apartment in

the palace, and he is never under any

expense for keeping the waxed floors at

a high polish. Every person, who makes
the trip through the gaudy saloons must

wear enormous felt slippers over his

shoes. The se.ullling of the parties that

go through every hall hour keeps them
shining.

Emperor William is the busiest man in

Germany. When they want to illus-

trate his ceaseless activity as well as his

resistless power, they tell the story of

the star above the cross on the spire of

the Emperor William Memorial Church.

This is the tale as it was told to me:

Of course, the Kaiser insisted on revis-

ing the plans of the church. That is

one of his fondest prerogatives—revis-
ing everything and especially plans. The

architect brought the plans to him. and

the Kaiser scratched out what he didn’t
like, and made such additions as he"

fancied before he gave them the Im-

perial O.K. 'The church was built. I here

was to be a big, gilt cross on the spire,
and it appeared in its proper place. But,
much t<> the general astonishment, when

the cross was put up a largo, many-

pointed bold star was raised al»..ve it,
on a heav\ rod. The Berliners could not

understand the star. They inquired. 'I he

architect said t he Kai**er had added the

star t«> the plans.
*'The plans were examined. Then it

■was found that, in revising them, the

Kai-er had let fall a drop of ink from

Li'-’ pen. which .hit the paper just above

the « ro*>-. The architect , studied a long
lime over this blot of *.nk. 11 i> Teutonic

mind grappled with the problem for

■\veeks. Then- was no appeal. There

could be n<> inquiries, lie finally decided
the blot of ink signified a star above the

cross, and ho put the star there, making
it to corre>pon»l. as nearly as possible.,
with the outlines (l f tlie blot. The star

is still there.

’I he people have good music, good art,
fine theatres, big public gardens, muse-

ums, excellent schools, an<l line streets.

•Still, they are essentially a solemn

people. Notwithstanding their music,
their cafetq their late hours, their social

functions, and the rest, they take their

pleasures seriously ami formally, and do

their work in the same way. They have

an overplus of government. Each man

Jives his life according to plans and

specifications furnished Uy his superiors.
He does what he is expected to do and

rarely does what he is not expected to

do. He is expected, of all, to keep
Berlin clean and orderly ami to invest

Jiis savings in commercial enterprise. He

does all that methodically, and constant-

ly, ami that is the reason for the great,
busy, industrious city; that is the “why”
of Berlin.

THE KAISER IS NEVER UNDER ANY EXPENSE FOR KEEPING THE
WAXED FLOORS AT A HIGH POLISH.

A Queen’s Favourite Book.

“tarmen Slyva,” the Queen of Rou-

mania (a famous authoress), writes of

her reading hobbies in the course of an

article in the
“

Pall Mall Magazine.”
“

Bound differently so that my short-
sighted eyes can find them from afar,
there they stand, seeming never silent—

Macaulay and Mahon, Shakespeare and
Carlyle, Walter Scott and Chambers’s
‘English Literature’; and these I had

as a girl of thirteen, ami they have wan-

dered with me all over Europe; still to

have the place of honour here in my
mountain home. From the windows I

look into the heart of the forest: the
trees seem almost walking into the room,
iand between them is a- glimpse of the sky
where 1 see the sun rise, or the moon

throw the castle’s fantastic shadow on

the trees. .lust now they stand out

black and dark against the dawn, ami the

first carol of the first bird accompanies
my thoughts, as they wander though my
bookshelves trying to recall which 1 love

best, and when they were most dear.
Tin* time of life at which one reads

is very essentia! to the appreciation of

books. 1 knew Burns by heart when I

could not get Racine into my head.
“ Only the modern French poets, espe-

cially my adored Lccorntc de Lisle, write

the kind of verse my ear can love. When

I was thirteen I recited the ‘ Prisoner

of (hiilon/ the ‘Odes of Horace,’ and

* In Catilinam ’ in Latin, and know them

still; ami tried to read ‘Manfred’ : when

I was forty I couldn’t. I thought it un-

bearable, lamentable stuff ! 1 read Goe-

the’s ‘Sorrows of \\ either ’ at twenty-
and laughed till 1 cried over the

book, that moved former generations not

only to floods of tears but even to sui-

cide. I remember whim 1 was quite a

little girl seeing my mother and her la-

. dpw with (‘yes swollen with crying over

* I’ncle Tom’s Cabin,’ and when after 1

was forty .1 read it, I wondered what

they had cried for. I thought the ‘ Luck

<>f Roaring Camp’ and Baby Sylvester’
-o much more touching. 1 could have

cried over that ! 11* yon have not re-read

a hook for over twenty years, never pre-
sume to express your foldings about it,
at least without adding the date at which

yon made its acquaintance. The eternal

book- Shakespeare and Pickens for ex-

ample are excepted; they have no time,
ami give no new impressions. Whenever

I am tired I go back to Dickens, and

i< read him with the same deep emotion

and the same intense interest.*’

“ I never could abide history, and al-

ways preferred any other science, and

above all. fiction. I hate published cor-

respondence, and dislike memoirs. let-

ters ought never to be published—it is al-

ways a horrible indiscretion —ami me-

moirs ought scarcely to be written, an

they are mostly untrue.”

Winter in England

WRITTEN BY “PIERROT” IN LONDON.

ft is with the coming of winter that

one realises once and for all that one

has changed one’s hemisphere. The sum-

mer has been wonderful—nearly five
months of mild weather, such as would

not have disgraced a country with a

far better meteorological repute. In

fact, the born grumbler, whether among

visitors or natives, has been conspicu-
ously unhappy for want of that at

which to grumble. And now comets

King Frost to tell his tale, and to form

his men—and the grumbler who prefers
comfort to Spartan vigour, and hot

baths to cold, may growl with fair ex-

cuse.

It is the winter, perhaps, that ex-

presses England. as*l am inclined to be-

lieve, it is the summer that boot ex-

presses New Zealand. The Englishman
shines best as Host, as Friend, even as

the publican who professes to be the

friend of all. And it is with his back

to a cheery lire that he shows best of

all. There’s the rub. You must judge
each country on its own lines. A New

Zealander appears nowhere better than
on a half-decker in a summer gale; an

Englishman is himself on a hard, frosty
road, or toasting a hospitable skull be-
fore a blazlhg hearth. To those born

in a genial clime, home is an added lux-

ury, nowise necessary to existence: to

an Englishman it is as essential as his

food or his clothes. And that is, 1 be-

lieve, why an Englishman is such a

splendid friend, while often such a sadly
unapproachable acqua in lance.

You feel a fitness in the English win-
ter that does much to reconcile you to

its rigour. And often all humanity is

divisible into people with potential
“chests*'* (in the medical'sense), and po-
tential “liv’ers.”. The man with a ‘’cheot*’
should perhaps keep away from the Eng-
lish winter; the man with a “liver”

should perhaps avoid the colonial sum-

mer. 1 said before I left New Zealand’

that there was no “best country”; now I

know it better than ever. To blamQ'
England even climatically because it is

not New Zealand, is not one whit more

reasonable than to blame New Zealand,
because'it is not England. I still love

both countries, and I cannot quite under-
stand the heart that is not large enough
for the double devotion.

For the first time for seven years my
hands are encased in warm gloves; but

half an hour has reconciled me to a pro-

ceeding that seven months back would
have seemed quite- preposterous. Equ-

ally have J come to take for granted the

puffs of steam that punctuate the re-

marks of a chance acquaintance as Jie

talks to me upon a frosty morning; the

reddened features; the accelerated walk.
After all. our race has been partly
moulded by frost: why should we make
a sole god of a blazing sun? These

people are so admirable—not a bit bet-

ter or worse to my way of thinking
than the New Zealander born, only triv-

ially different.
My grievance .is loss against the rig-

ours of winter than against the weapons
adopted to give it battle. These blazing
fires are the very essence of accumulat-
ed comfort —in fact, it is doubtful whe-

ther there is any single material thing
in the world that gives such a luxurious

feeling as a fire. That is the trouble.

A fire is a hideous if insidious tempta-
tion. It’s fell heat draws you as a light
draws a moth; and presently you are

enervated, and bereft of all the vigour
that a winter’s morning should have be-

st owed upon you. and of something
more in addition. Thus an English win-

k ter. at least to those not of tlie strong-
est of purpose, may have some of tlie

worst evils of a subtropical summer.

1 would abolish fires if I had the

autocratic power. Central heating or

nothing! Rooms at sixty-two degrees,
or el<e let ’mn freeze, me included! As

it is. we freeze or wo roast—and mostly
vo prefer roasting. The happy medium
is despised by a luxurious race that

scents to fly by nature from deprivation
to plethora, from famine to a glut of

swetdnesscs, from Arctic shivering, en-

joyed through grumbling, to tropical
broiling, enjoyed by contrast.

Fortunately, the mass of the popula-
tion is unable to toast its legs , before
the gloving coals—apart from that other

populous minority that suffers from the

opposite extreme of having no coals

before which to toast them. And there
is certainly for a healthy man a joy
in these rigorous, frosty mornings, which

make life conscious of its strength, and
its purpose. The man who can loaf
through an English winter is either &

lire-worshipper, or a born loafer, or both.
If these clear, fresh mornings cannot fill

him with the zest for action, there is
nothing that will. And yet tlie loafer is
a daily feast to the philosophic eye.
But he is a forced plant of these same

household furnaces, or at least bred of

the general atmosphere, by them engen-
dered.

It is now the season of talk, of soeia-
bility, of the un-Englishness' (with apolo-
gies for the word) that is the first char-
acteristic of the Englishman at his intel-
lectual best. Unless you are a person
who cultivates society with a big S,
where you only meet unreal people, you
will now be at the heart of England as

you never could lie in summer. There
is no country in the world, perhaps,
where the nature of the people is so ill-,
represented by their manner as England.
Stiff politeness is so merely a veneer, so

easily dropped, that it is only those who
have not lived the life of an English home
who can realise that the true English-
man is neither innately stiff’ nor innately
polite. The well-bred Englishman is a. 1
miracle of candour, of outspoken, friendly
rudeness —

a hater of whisperings
and innuendos, a great likeable hear,
who only freezes you until he is ready,
either to hug you. or honestly to knock
you clown. English ignorance of out-
siders? Yes, and French ignorance, and
German ignorance, and Russian, and
Italian, and Australian ignorance, and

even New Zealand ignorance, and uni-
versal ignorance of outsiders!

I sometimes wonder, as I sit by a

great blazing, hospitable English fire,
with frank, honest jovial people about

me, and hearing not one artificial inton-
ation. not one cold criticism of either
the present or the absent, and, as I

remember the kindly, gentle people T

met equally in those Blessed Isles of the
Pacific—whether some people don’t make

it their business to cause bad blood be-
tween national relations, just as there
are mischief-makers, whose chief joy in

life is to set individual relations by the

ears in unwholesome earping, and bicker-
ing, ami snarling! I believe it is so,
or else there would be natural play
for a dual attraction that is so strong
for me, and I believe for everyone who

knows both his England and his colonies.

Headache, Indigestion,
Constipation and Biliousness.

—O

The immense number of orders for
Frootoids, sent by post direct to the Pro-

prietor, is convincing proof that the
Public appreciate their splendid curing

power over the above-named complaints.

Frootoids areelegant in appearance and
pleasant to take; they are immensely
more valuable than an ordinary aperient;
they remove from the blood, tissues, and
internal organs, waste poisonous matter

that is clogging them and choking th*
channels that lead to and from them.

The beneficial effects of Frootoids

evident by the disappearance of headache,
a bright, cheery sense of perfect healttr
taking the place of sluggish, depressed
feelings, by the liver acting properly, and
by the food being properly digested.

Frootoids are the proper aperient medi-

cine to take when any Congestion oi
Blood Poison is present, or when Conges-
tion of the Brain or Appoplexy is prosenlj
or threatening. They have been tested*
and have been proved to afford quick
relief in such cases when other aperients
have not done any good at all.

Frootoids act splendidly on the liver;
a dose taken at bqd-time, oncea week, is

highly beneficial.

A constipated habit of body will ba
completely cured if the patient will on

each occasion, when suffering, take a dasS

of Frootoids, instead of an ordinary
aperient. The patient thus gradually
becomes independent of Aperient Medi-
cines.

Price 1/6. Chemists MedicineVendors,
er tho Proprietor, W.‘ G. Hearne,
(feelong, Victoria. t
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The Game of Bridge.

DOUBLING AND DISCARDING DISCUSSED.

(By “CUT-CAVENDISH," ” *Ahu tor of <;

How to Win at Bridge,*'

When to double and when not to
double, that is the question. So much,
of course, must depend on the declara-

tion, whether it be No Trumps, an at-
tacking suit, or only a Spade. The score,

too, has to be taken into account, and
the geographical position of the doubler.

Is he sitting above or below the declarer,
and yet again whose lea,d is it?

Doubles to offensive declarations may
not be of very common occurrence, but

it is just as well to know what to be at

when the opportunity arises. Let us con-

sider first the double of No Trumps. At
tiie commencement of the game the lead-
er would not double unless he thought
himself capable of winning seven or more

tricks in his own hand.

A bolder policy could naturally be
pursued if the declaring side were with-

in an odd trick of the game, but even

then it is as well to have length in one

suit. The double on all round strength
has a peculiar knack of coming undone.
It-helps the dealer to locate the position
of the high cards out against him,
which may assist him to the early es-

tablishment of his own long suit.
Third-in-hand’s double serves two pur-

poses. Not only does he hope to make

a number of tricks, but his double is in

the nature of a call for a particular suit.

He may double on a six hand trick, one

trick less than is required by the leader,
the reason being that if his suit be not

opened at once it is quite possible that *l3
will never- get the opportunity of mak-

ing tricks in it at all, or his chance will
come too late in the day to save the

game.

AMEKICAN V. ENGLISH
CONVENTIONS.

Tn response to a double by third-in-

hand, some players affect what is termed
the Heart convention; others pin their
faith to the short suit lead. America is
the birth place of the Heart regime, and

certainly it is beautifully simple. Advo-

cates of this convention, in response to a

double by the leader’s partner, jump off
with their highest Heart. The leader,
therefore, always knows exactly what

suit to give his partner, ami as he is al-

most certain to hold at least one Heart,
the allies should experience small diffi-

culty in saving the game.
A double under this convention is

forthcoming if third-in-hand sees the

necessary number of tricks in his hand,
and at the same time is in possession of
the ace of Hearts, which card will enable
him to get in at once. His strength, be

it remarked, is more likely to lie in

Hearts than in any of the other suits,
for if the declarer held good Hearts lie

would assuredly have been inclined to

call them, as his No Truinper is evidently
hopelessly weak in one suit. The Heart

convention is simple enough in all con-

science, and will appeal to the player
who regards a safe double as of para-

mount importance. Its one objection is

that doubling by third-in-hand is cir-
cumscribed thereby.

No such objection can be raised to

the short suit lead to a doubled No
Truinper, but under its guidance you run

the risk of missing your partner's suit.

The more Bridge I play, however, the

more am I satisfied that the short suit

lead is the best, ({ranted that he has a

smattering of common sense the leader

should find his partner’s suit the great
majority of times, lie has many point-
ers to guide him on the way, and no time

will be wasted if we glance at some of
them.

A suit which contained a picture card

would be generally discarded, an excep-

tion being occasionally made to a suit
embraying queen or knave. From two

equally worthless suits he would select

the shorter. Should both be of equal
length, the one a red suit, the other a

black, his lead would spring from the

former. Careful adherence to these
principles should enable the leader t>

find the right suit.

Whichever convention you intend to
follow, make it a rule, before sitting
down to a rubber with a strange partner,
to arrive at some understanding on the

point, or you may find yourselves at

cross purposes, and a game be lost which
should have been won.

A SIMPLE POINT.

The theory of doubling an attacking
suit declaration is simplicity itself. Seeing

the odd trick in your hand you would

always raise the. value of the stakes.

Such doubles are, however, of rare occur-

rence. Seated over the declarer with a,

nice hand of trumps a double may be

attempted on considerably less working
material than a seven trick hand, more

particularly if such double be to the

score. Take for example, a call of

Hearts by the dealer with the score 24—

1(> in his favour. A double by one of

the- allies will allow of their winning

the game on the odd trick, otherwise

two by tricks would be required. Such

double is todbe attempted with the dou-

bler over the declarer for two reasons.

The first is that the information convey-

ed by such a double will prove more

valuable to the doubler's partner than

it will to the dealer, as it is a signal
for the former to attack for all he is

worth, and to lead trumps on every pos-
sible occasion. Secondly, a player sitting

over the declarer with such trump
strength <as ace. queen, 9,7, 4, should

not only make nearly all these cards,

but will in the process take several of

the declarer’s trumps, which the latter

had booked as good for certain tricks.
Circumstances have conspired to make

the declarer’s hand much weaker than

he imagined. Learn to recognise these

sort of things <and it will assist you to

many a sound double.

So much depends on the lie of the

cards that, it is never advisable to doubt

an attacking suit declare, when you -are

situated behind the declarer unless you

are prepared to welcome a redouble.

This is a matter of vital importance, for

the information accorded the declaring

party by such a double is probably worth

a trick or two to it.

DOUBLING AND REDOUBLING.

Concerning the play to a double by

your partner, as he will almost invariably
be sitting over the declarer, you should

burst otl with your highest trump, a

lead calculated to do the enemy most

damage. On those rare occasions when

the doubler is under the declarer, a

trump lead would not expedite matters

in the right direction, hence it would

become your bounden duty to open your
strongest suit.

•Spades may be doubled much oftcner

than any other call, for the declaration
is generally a defensive one. 'Towards
the commencement of a game you there'

fore double Spades on a four trick hand,

as even a redouble will not take the

other side out. Later in the fortunes

of the game one has to be a little more

cautious. Still the* double may be extend-

ed to a live trick hand. It is always

safer to double on good trump strength
than on strong plain emits, and a double

on such Spades as ace, queen, knave,
4,2, may always be attempted, however

poor tin* remaining cards may he. It is

evident that your partner must have

nice strength outside Spades or surety
one of Un* allies could have ventured

an attacking declaration of some sort or

another.

Redoubling is the rara avis of the

Bridge world, and may be dismissed in

a very few words. Satisfied that you

can win the odd trick on your own.

you would redouble to the limit of 100

points a trick if afforded the opportun-
ity. Otherwise you Should only redouble

to our old friend, the score. Stay, there

is one exception which should he noted,

having called Spades on a realty strong

suit of that order, redouble by all means

should you be seated over the doubler.

TILE DISCARD.

Coming to Ihe subject of discarding,

the dealer’s task is a comparatively light

one. lie has simply himself to consider,
and accordingly discards those cards that

he is convinced will be of no use to him.

Only in the event of a long adverse suit

being established against him in No

Trumps will he be seriously troubled.

He must then be careful not to unguard

a suit, whilst ever on the look out to

retain a card of any suit which may

eventually be required to place the lead

in his other hand. Cards w'hich are good
for tricks will also sometimes have to be

discarded if the game is to be saved.
The allies are very differently situated

in the matter as they hope to give each

other informal ion at the same time as

they discard. Opinions differ widely as

to which form the discard should take.

Let us consider the discard to a No

Trumper first. Should we discard from

strength or weakness? Unless the allied

forces decide on one course of action or

the other, the discard as a means of

communication would lose its virtue, and

this must not be. As in the ordinary

way the defending party holds the worst
cards, I cannot advocate the discard from

strength, although it at once informs

your partner which suit you wish led.

Meanwhile your discard may have lost

you a trick. This argument cannot be

advanced against the discard from weak-

ness, whilst the information it conveys

is generally of a conclusive character,

er must have opened -a sulf an* ns

Before the discard conies along, the 10:,.*

declaring side has probably done the

like, a discard from one of the two re-

maining suits mu>t devolve all doubts h*

the mind of one's partner. Of course it

would never do to unguard an honour tor

to discard the only card of a suit. It

would also be necessary to retain a card

of your partner's original lead to give
him, unless you arc satisfied th;.l noth-

ing is to be gained by returning the
lead.

The discard against an attacking suit
declaration sho ’hl he from the suit you
wish led. Time is money, and it .s un-

reasonable to suppose that you can

establish your long suit against trump
strength.

To a doubled declaration or a purely
defensive one, the attack is shifted (•»

your shoulders, and the discard should

now spring from weakness. You live in

hopes of establishing your long suit and

of winning .the game.

25 YEARS’ SUCCESS
THE GREAT ENGLISH REMEDY,

GRASSHOPPER
OINTMENT PJLLS

No Bought or Manufactured Testiinonlalt.

TRY Z" IT

SF
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YOU J BAD

haveW leg

a Poisoned H »nd, Abscess. Tumour, Piles. Glan-

dular Swelling. Eczema. Blocked and Inflamed
Veins.Synovitus.Bunions.Ringworm, or Diseased

Bone, 1 can cure you Ido not say perhaps, but

I will. Because others b.ive failed it is no

reason I should. You ma\ haveattendedHospitals*
and beenadvised to submit to amputation. bit'
do not for 1 can cure you. Send at once tothe

Drug Stores for a Box ofGrasshopper Ointment
and Pills which are a certain cure for Bad Legs,
etc S.-c th - Trade Mark of a

“

Grasshopper **

on a green label.—Prepared by ALBERT A? CO.,
Albert House. 73. I-.irringdon Street, London*
England. (Registered copyright.)
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CURED

THE EFFICACY OF TRENCH’S
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dent sources. Over 1000 Testi-

monials have been received in one
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TRENCH’S REMEDIES, Ltd.,

N.Z. Agents: Ellison and Duncan.
Ltd., Port Ahuriri, Napier.
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News, Notes and Notions.

Practically everyone in the Dominion

keeps fowls. Exen in the smallest back

yard of the city or suburban home there

id usually a small enclosure for a brave

<of nondescript hens, and a dusty but

vigorously disreputable rooster. TheiM-

lore everyone will Ire interest’s! to hear

that an endeavour is being made to get
at the bottom of fowl language—no pun

intended. A French savant has become

convinced that barnyard foul have a real

language, and that the curious sounds

they are continually uttering arc perfect-
ly understood by one another.

This naturalist has for some time kept

a phonograph hung up in a coop in which

several cock* and hens are confined. He

Las caused, as it were, the fowls to talk
about all sorts of things by agitating
them in one way and another.— by let-

ting them become hungry, and then feed

ing sonic of them while the others “com-

plain/’— and in many ways has induced

them to utter all the sounds of which

they seem to be capable.
These sounds the phonograph has faith-

fully recorded, and I’revot du Haudray,
the scientist in question, declares himself

to be able to demonstrate from them

that the chickens have a means of com-

munication which may properly be called

a language.

Persons who have observed the habits

of poultry will not find it difficult to be-

lieve that they converse a great deal to-

gether, while the old hens are undoubted-

ly much given to talking to themselves,

ft will be interestiil> to observe, for in-

stance, when tin* French student of the

subject shall have completed his report,
exactly what a hen means when she goes

round the yard exclaiming at the/top of

her voice" “Kra-a-h—grah-grah-krah-
krah!” The significance of this speech
■has puzzled many observers.

!)u I laud ray’s phonograph may also

nettle the vexed question of what are

the syllables actually pronounced by a

rooster when hr crows. It is traditional

among English speaking people that the

irerk savs “Cock-a-doodle-doo!” But a

represents the sound —which

by the way hr calls the rock's “singing’’
-—with the syllables Coeorico.

To the German the rooster seems to

nay Kikiriki; the l’s in this word having
the sound of the English ee. The Italians

represent the sound by still another and

different combination of syllables. Every
nation, no doubt, has its own idea of the

way to represent this familiar remark of

chanticleer.

« * ®

Writers in the “Athenaeum’’ and else-

where complain that the balance of the

publishing season has been upset by the

appearance of two “Royal books. ’ Very

likely it has; am! the curious thing is

that it is only in England—and only in

modern England that literary and other

artists are. ami have been, seriously per-

turbed by Royal competition. Shake-

Fpe.ire never protested that he had lost

money because .lames I. was also an

Author. and there is no evidence that

the “Meditations” of Marcus Aurelius

upset the ancient Roman market for

philosophy. Carmen Sylva, again, only

ranks as “primn inter pares” among the

writers of Roumania: Hie late King of

Sweden hardly held even that position
among contributors to the “Nineteenth

Century. -' ami the sale of the German

Emperor’s sermon* is one of the least

of the grievances of his subjects. hi

England alone, it seems, can a Royal

book become, as a matter of course, the

book of the season; ami the causes of

ihis phenomenon might lie interesting to

•ack out. The loyalty which nourishes
be-t on a free soil must, be one factor;
unother may be sought in the confidential
bomcliness of the. works themselves. If

King Edward, like his great collateral,

published a counterblast against, tobacy
<o, it might fail, in spite of loyalty, to

boom. So too. perhaps, if hr published
sermon* like his nephew. But flu* talc of

Queen Victoria’s relations with her

{Ministers, ami tin* record of Queen Alex-
andra *h recreations, awaken chords far

tuore widely responsive.

At last someone finds virtue in “red-

tape.” General Sir lan Hamilton, com-

manding the Southern Command, in a

memorandum explaining the system
on which he and his stall have to carry
on business, gives a definition of “red-

tape.” “ ‘Red-tape,’ ” he says, “is an al-

ternative, but abusive, term for the
word ‘system.’ It has an ugly sound in
the ear of the army, partly because even

good things are liable to be overdone, and

‘red-tape’ is no exception to this rule, but

partly- also because a proportion of our-

officers are not men of business, and do

not therefore readily sympathise with

the system.” One thing, he states, is

certain, that if it were not for this “red-

tape” the British Army would rapidly
find itself in the Bankruptcy Court. The

general has known eases of young officers

who were quite indignant because their
word was not taken that they had ex-

pended certain moneys on the public
service, and who seemed to regard a re-

quest for a receipt more or less in the

light of an insult. An instance is quoted
where an officer obtained permission to

camp liis men on certain ground without

payment. This permission was facilitat-
ed by the fact that he gave a small pre-
sent to the landlord's gamekeeper. The

public were thus saved from hiring a

camping ground. Unfortunately for the

officer, he was unable to recover the

amount expended on the “tip,” though
he could have recovered ten times the

amount if it had been expended in hiring
the ground.

Rulers, our own among the number,

are sometimes the recipients of strange
presents, which come from all parts of
the world. A writer in “Chambers’
Journal” for December tells that a regis-
tered package from Vermont to King
Edward was found to enclose a gigantic
prize potato, weighing nearly five pounds.
It was sent by a farmer named Howlett,
and addressed to “His Majesty the King
of England. House of Parliament. Eng-
land.” The sender evidently thought
the King lived at St. Stephen's. An-
other present from the far side of the
Atlantic was a nugget of pure gold found
in the Klondike. and valued at £2(50.

Whenever a Royal personage is ill. cures

and prescriptions come in by the hun-

dred. The hop-niilow sent to King
Edward, then Prince of Wales, when ill
with typhoid, is an instance in point.
When the Prince and Princess of Wales
started on their tour round the world
many antidotes against sea-sickness came

to hand. One enterprising chemist sent
an enormous package, containing hun-
dreds of special anti-seasick powders,
one of which was to be taken every day
while at sea. The Prince was much
amused. To Sir Francis Talking ho re-

marked. “T say. Sir Francis, if this fel-
low expects me to take all these special
powders, he ought to have sent me a

special stomach as well.” The largest
legacy ever bequeathed to a reigning
sovereign was the £500,000 which the

miser. John Neale, left to Queen Vic-
toria. But it is no uncommon occur-

rence for subjects to make bequests by
will to their Sovereign. An eccentric
old Scotch lady, by name MeWilliam,
who lived near Balmoral, and upon whom

our late Queen had bestowed many fav-

ours. left to her benefactress a hand-
somelv fitted vault in a neighbouring
churchyard.

Under ihe will of the late Mr. R. C.
Ponlter. long in business in Essex-street,
Strand, the sum of about £40,000 has
been left for the acquisition of fresh play-
ing fields for Londoners. The fund is
b-ft to the Charity Organisation Society
for administration, but there are no

limitations to the bequest except that it
is to be applied in the acquisition of open

spaces or playing fields in or near Lon-

don for lhe use of the public. How the

money will be spent is at present un-

decided, but the fund will prove useful
in aiding localities to secure suitable
places for playgrounds. It is not likely
that the capital or any part of it will
b< disbursed, but that the interest will
be held available for contributions to

any local effort in the direction of ac-

quiring open spaces.

Quite an original explanation of how

the various races of mankind became
coloured respectively white, brown, and

black, is given by a Javanese, and said

to be proverbial amongst the natives of

Java. The story goes tnat in the begin-
ning Allah formed the model of a man in

clay, and then placed it in the erater of

a volcano to bake. Upon inspection,
however, it was found to have got.
charred and black, hence the blaek man.

Another model was made, and consider-

ably more care was exercised in the esti-

mation of the time to effect its proper
preparation. Upon inspection of this
model, however, it was discovered that

it had not been in the volcano long
enough, for it was quite pale. Hence

the white man. Having made two at-

tempts, and neither proving satisfactory,
another model was made. All the faults
in the construction of the previous two

models were noted and avoided in the

construction of the third. The prepara-
tion of the receptacle in which it was

placed preparatory to its being fired re-

ceived very particular attention, and the

final firing in the volcano was regulated
to an exact nicety, and so upon examma-

tion the model was found to be of a beau-

tiful brown colour, and Allah was .ex-

ceedingly pleased, for it was perfect, and

thus was created the Javanese.

Did you know that the collar you put

on every day was invented in America 1

It is now declared to be beyond a doubt

that Mrs Hannah Eord Montague was

the inventor of the detachable linen col-

lar. Hannah Lord was born in Canaan,
Columbia County, U.S., in 1784. Her

husband was a large man, scrupulously,
particular in matters of dress—even to

the point of fastidiousness—and in those

days, before the invention of the sewing
machine, and when there were no public
laundries, the making and washing and

ironing of his shirts was no small item i.»
the work of the household. Mrs Mon-

tague was resourceful, and in easting
about for devices to lighten her house-

hold duties, she hit upon the idea of a

detached collar, which might be fastened

to a neckband on her husband’s shirts,
and washed and ironed separately. In

1829 the Rev. Ebenezer Biown. a retired

Methodist clergyman, who had settled in

Troy and started a small dry goods store,
quick to take advantage of the popular-
ity of the new separate collar, opened a

small workshop in the rear of his store,
where his wife and daughters and one or

two other women cut out with scissors,
stitched by hand, and washed and ironed

the collars, which he disposed of by ped-
dling. This was in reality the first col-

lar shop.

<S> <S> <S>

An English paper had a competition
recently to ascertain the 12 most popular
superstitions. Here is the result:—The

bad luck incurred by spilling salt may

be counteracted by throwing a pinch
over the shoulder. Soot hanging on the

liars of a grate indicates the approach of

a stranger. A tea-leaf floating in the

cup indicates a sweetheart. Breaking a

looking-glass brings seven years of mis-

fortune. Grossed knives predict a quar-

rel. Stumbling upstairs foretells news

of a marriage. If the palm of the hand

itches, some money may be expected.
A dog howling at night denotes impend-
ing death. A bright speek on a burning
candle wick announces a letter in the

morning. A eat sitting with its back to

the lire foretells a storm. White spots
on the finger nails imply a present. A

poker placed upright against the bars
draws a fire up.

<?> <J>

Judges of the Supreme Court of the

State of Washington have decided that

the cigarette must go, having agreed
that the anti-eigarette law enacted by
the Legislature of 1907 is constitutional.
This reverses a ruling by Judge E. H.
Sullivan, of the Spokane County Su-

pi rior Court, who declared it unconstitu-

tional, from the fact that the title of the
law is in conflict with its provisions.
The decision by the upper court means

it is unlawful to manufacture, sell or

give away the paper rolls or “the mak-

ings” in any part of the commonwealth.
The “coffin nails” were sold openly in
Spokane pending the Supreme Court de-

rision, and the effect of the enforcement
of the law will bo to send thousands of

dollars to border towns in Idaho and

Oregon, where cigarettes are not under
the ba n.
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MI are unequalled by anv otner I 0

\ll cocoa. IV I

\y
_

iVi
V “ a perfect (leverage. a» I

jT y capable of ready assimila* 1 g\ V
tion and digestion.”— gAV

f'torfc > JZfifi’caZAnnual- g 1,

Besi fl? goes |pj|
/ farthest. |N|

II ENGLAND'S LEADING SWEET ||

BUTTER-SCOTCH? ,

Ik
(The CelebratedSweet for Children) J g

Wholesome, delicious, II
and absolutely pure. JI

Sola by aft Confoot toners, 'II
(Jrocers, and Stores, JI

May be obtained of Messrs. A. J. Entrlcaj
and Co.. Auckland.,
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We are threatened with a “eoeoa com-

bine.” The Washington Bureau of

Manufactures has received information

that the low price of eoeoa has led to a

desire on the part of representatives of

Portugal and the countries in the north-
ern portion of South America for some-

thing to be done to protect the industry.
Action has been taken in Ecuador, San

Thome, San Domingo, and Trinidad, to

create national organisations to co-oper-

ate in a plan to control tire price in the
markets in the world. The success of

the movement, it is explained, depends

upon Brazil, the largest producer, and the

only apparent reason why it may not suc-

ceed in Brazil is the fact that many of

the cocoa producers are not financially
able to carry their crops, as may be

demanded by the new organisation, while

there is an absence of satisfactory bank-

ing facilities.

<B>

It is only at Balmoral that the King

requires the attendance of a Cabinet
Minister. During the early part of last

reign a Cabinet Minister was always in

attendance on the late Queen when the

Court was absent from London. Early in

the titties, Ministerial attendance at

Windsor Castle was dispensed with, but

the arrangement continued at Osborne

for another ten years. During the last

35 years of Queen Victoria’s reign a

Cabinet Minister was always in attend-

ance at Balmoral, and also when Her

Majesty was on the Continent. The

accommodation provided at Balmoral

during the last reign was inconveniently
limited, as the Minister on duty had only
one room, so that all his writing was

done in his bed-room. He took his meals

with the household-in waiting, unless in-
vited to dine with the Queen, which hap-
pened three nights out of four.

<B> <•> <s>

Death duty statistics just communi-
cated to Parliament (says a Paris cor-

respondent) give a remarkable idea of

the wealth of this country. From these
it appears that more than half the popu-
lation of France have property to be-

queath. The total amount of money left

by persons who died in 1907 amounts to

£218,440,000. The number of those who

left property was over 400,000, while the

total deaths did not reach twice that

figure. The average estate possessed by
a French man or woman is, therefore,
nearly £550. But the most remarkable'
feature is the number of small estates,

as compared with England. Thus 330.000

persons left sums not exceeding £4OO.

Of estates between that figure and £2OOO

there were 48,000. On tlie other hand,
large fortunes arc few. Only 534 persons
left over £40.000; only seven died worth

from £400,000 to £2,000,000, the latter

being the largest amount recorded. From
the death duty figures statisticians de-

duce the following conclusions: — Four

million French persons own less than £lO
apiece; 4,000,000 less than £5O; and

4.000,000 more less than £2OO. But

1.700,000 possess £B4O each, 270,000
£3OOO, 175.000 £<looo, and 90,000 from

£14,000 to £28,000. There are 18,000
possessors of 1,000,000 francs—that is,
£40,000. Very large fortunes are few.

No one died in 1906 worth more than
£BOO,OOO. Three estates of that amount

paid duty in 1905, and three in 1904.

The total wealth of France is estimated

a tabout £900,000,000, and there is no

country whose wealth is so equally
divided among the inhabitants.

Curate: “I haven't seen your husliand

at church recently, Airs. Bloggs. \\ hat

is be doing
Airs. Bloggs: “’E be a doin’ six

months, sir!”

!
>
There is satisfaction in <

cleaning the Teeth with 5

Calvert’s
Carbolic Tooth Powder <

Whether you waul the added charm i

Sto
your personal appearance, or the S

teeth sound and fit for work. >

That is why every year more and >

more people commence and continue r

rts regular use.
e

?
i Of (‘hemtsts andStore* tbrouglmnt A netratafia. C

DAWSON’S Perfec,io "

SCOTCH WHISKY
SOLE AGENTS:

HIPKINS & COUTTS, Auckland

The f Would YOU ’ like this

. — ™ HANDSOME ?
tt CAY ” V

--- J
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Watch.

The Proprietors of FOX’S Renowned

SERGES |E "I
■wk z \ jUI

Make You this Remarkable Offer:—

YOU CAN OWN one of our Gentlemen’s Gold-finished Watches

BY COMPLYING WITH EITHER OF THE THREE SCHEMES MENTIONED BELOW:

Plan I. Send Us a Postal Order for 6/-

Plan 11. Send Us a Postal Order for 4/6 and 4 Weekly Graphic Watch Coupons

Plan 111. Send Us a Postal Order for 4/- and 6 Weekly Graphic Watch Coupons

Fox’s Serges have stood the test of time

AND SO WILL THE FOX WATCH.

I

The First New Zealand Consignment of these Remarkable Timekeepers, just to Hand. |

Orderswill be taken in StrictRotation “FOX” WATCH COUPON.

Address: Box 417, January 20th, 1909.
Cut this out and send to

Auckland.
w j RAINGER, WATCH DEPARTMENT,

P.O. BOX 417, AUCKLAND.
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Verse Old and New

The Holly Bearers.

Thu out of the dark wood came,

Bearing the holly green;
The berries with their scarlet flame,

'The leaves of quivering sheen.

They hear it up ami down the town.

They sing at every door:

“To Egypt’s land our Lord fled down

With father and mother poor.”

“J’mmalh the light of moon and star,

They fled from Herod's hand,
Bv noontide blue and midnight dew,

Acte'S the desert sand.”

“ j'on: travellers we from far away!

( old grows the eventide;
Bcmeniher wanderers all this day

And open your heart’s door wide!”

“Oh, open your gate, for the time grows

We stand without ami call!
Bor the l.ord\ sake our green boughs

take.

“And joy go with you all!”

The gypsies over the dark moor came,

Bearing the holly green;
The berries with their scarlet flame, i

The leaves of shifting sheen.

ALICE E. GILLI NGTON.

© © ©

Tiling's to Forget.

If vou sec a tall fellow ahead of a. crowd,

A leader of men marching fearless alid

proud,
And. you know of a talc whose mere tell-

ing aloud,
♦Would cause his proud head to in an-

guish be bowed,
It's a pretty good plan to forget it.

If vou know of a skeleton hidden away

In a closet, ami guarded ami kept from

l he day . . -
In the dark; and whose showing, whose

sudden display,
XVould. cause grief ami sorrow and life-

long dismay.
It’s a pretty good plan to forget it.

If you know of a thing that will darken

the joy.
Of a man or a woman, a girl or a boy.
That will wipe out a smile, or the least

way annoy.

A fellow may cause any gladness to cloy,
It’s a pretty good plan to forget it.

V’ © © ©

The Fgotist.

It’s either (his, or else it’s that.

He lays the law down plump and flat,

There’s nothing of the diplomat,
It’s pretty sure, about him.

lie hardly credits you with sense ;
To diller shows you’re very dense.
He thinks it a great oflen-ce,

If you should seem to doubt him.

N<» sort of reason will he deign
To give, that he may make it plain,
lie cannot help your lack of brain,

So don’t you get him nettled.
His declaration short and gruff.
You may imagine* is a bluff,
But still he says it. That’s enough.

’The matter should he settled.

I’ve done all that a woman can

Since* first our married life began,
To soothe and please the lordly man

And bow to his dominion.

1 would not wish to be unkind.
Bid oh. I'd love to take and bind

Ami gag him ami then free my mind

By giving my opinion.
—“ Chicago News?’

© © ©

Au Ode.

O all suflusing. all embracing influence!

>! cannot sing thy praises.
Thou ghost conglomerate of unheard

prayers,
( onfusing worse l>>ndon’s confounded

mazes;
Thai with the concentrated evidence

Of incomplete combustion,
Wouldst spoil the coats of fifty polai

bears,’ »

Turning them quick to fustiaul

Still, there is something to be done by
thee.

Thou whalt not go to blazes,
At least, not yet, dear Fog. This after-

noon

1 ask no more trilby-obscuring hazes.
For 1 have promised to go out to tea—

My bet abomination.
Congeal to pitch, dear Fog; and this

same boon

.Shall be thy expiation.

—J. T. GROSSE.

© © ©

The Bond.

All things are bound together by a tie

Finer and subtler than a ray ot light;
Colour and sound and fleeting fragrances,

The maiden’s smile, the star-beam

sparkling bright,
Arc knit together by a secret bond

Finer and subtler than a ray of light.

Sometimes an urn of memories is un-

sea led

■ lust by a simple tunc, or sad or gay;

Part of the past with every quivering
note

From its dark sleep awakens to the

day.
And we live o’er again a long-past life,

Just through a simple tune, or sad or

gay.

Some flowers bring men and women back

to mind;
A well-known face smiles to us in

their hue;
Their bright cups, moved by the capri-

cious wind,
Will make us dream of eyes, black

eyes or blue;
We in their fragrance feci a breath be-

loved ;
Flowers bring back men and women

whom we knew.

—Alice Stone Blackwell.

© © ©

The Nifty-Thrifty Maiden.

1 knew a maiden, thrifty some.

Who loved to save a nifty sum.

To clean her clothes their second season

A little gasoline she’d squeeze on.

Now this same maiden, thrifty some.
Danced dances up to (iffy some;

She’d dance till hot enough to smoke,
And she with gasoline asoak!

One day this maiden, thrifty some.

Danced dressed up to fifty some;
Then burst aflame, runs the narration,
And saved the cost of her cremation.

© © ©

The Pleasures of Sorrow.

j Some critics of the projected Optim-
ists’ Club, where members are to be fined

for not smiling and even the waiters

are tobe merry say that it would be the

last place to attract a sorrowing heart.]

When adverse fate is going strong
Ami in my heart a sense of wrong

Wells up as if it must ere long
Slop over,

What mental pain it is to see

Tiie empty, senseless jollity
Iff those who think themselves to ba

In clover!

The foolish and unmeaning grin
And raucous laugh appear a sin

When all delights are plainly thin

And hollow.
And were 1 dragged from out my den

To mix with optimistic men

I shudder as I think what then
Must follow.

How cana waiter’s mirth beguile
A soul that dully aches the while?

Shall I be cheered by those who smile

For money ?

Or by the gibe of him who sinks

II is grief and jests because he shrinks

From fines, and not because he thinks
It funny?

What, if my true love prove untrue,
'Shall I, my head all crowned with rue,

Rush forth in Lethe's waters to

Immerse it?

Nay. he who owns a breaking heart

Would ne’er forego that precious
smart)

He only wants to sit apart
And nurse it!

—London Daily Mail.

A Wonderful Blood Purifier

fateful
Mother Writes:

“My little son suffered ter-

ribly with eczema. His head

and face were one mass of

sores, and I thought he would
be disfigured for life. But no,
after taking five bottles of

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla he was

entirely cured. You are at

liberty to use this photo and
testimonial as you like, as I

can attribute my son’s cure

to nothing but Ayer’s Sarsa-

parilla.
Yours gratefully,

Mrs. L. Wilson,
Adelaide. ”

As now made, Ayer’s Sarsaparilla contains no alcohol.
Make sure that you get “Ayer’s” Sarsaparilla—not some
other kind, put up to imitate it, and which will do you no good.

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass., U- S. A.

FISH has an exquisite delicacy imparted Vj
to it by the addition of ■

LEA & PERMS’
SAUCE 1

This celebrated Sauce is also an 1
excellent flavouring for ja

I SOUPS, STEWS, HASHES, g

and Genuine S

»v,„Wa" al,t '*’W’%J A® Worcestershire.
to H.M. the King. y\

, DELICIOUS

MELLOR’S
Genuine CAI I CT
Worcester

~

-

,
The Favourite for Quarter of a Century.
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EDISON PHONOGRAPHS
r Gramophone Co.'s New Disc Machines, Records and all

l Accessories. “THERE'S MONEY IN THIS LINES.’1
'1 Dealer, wanted. Liberal Trade Discount., Catalogues and particulars post free,
L WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS :

“THETALKERIES,” Auckland and Wellington,
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Anecdotes and Sketches

MORE APPROPRIATE.

"One time,” said Mr. Taft tn some

newspaper men not long ago, “three minis-

ters wanted to cross the Mississippi River

to attend a revival at a place which
boasted of no regular ferry. Brother

tSyles and Brother Beamish were fine

specimens of humanity — at least two

hundred pounds apiece—but their com-

panion was a mite of a man not weigh-
ing scarcely one hundred and twenty-five.
They got a boatman to take them over,

but in midstream a severe thunder-

shower came up and the waves threaten-

ed to capsize the boat. 'Brother Syles,’
said Brother Beamish, ‘I think we had

better join in prayer.’ 'Do you, though?’
shouted the boatman. ‘Wall, I say you
don’t! You two big ones come here an’

lend a hand at the oars—an’ let the

skinny fellow pray.’”

♦ ♦ ♦

THE ABSENT-MINDED PROFESSOR.

The pupils of a distinguished professor
of zoology, a man well-known for his

eccentricities, noted one day two tidy
parcels lying on their instructor’s desk

as they passed out at the noon hour.

On their return to the laboratory for

the afternoon lecture, they saw but one.

This the professor took carefully up in

his hand as he opened his lecture. "In

the study of vertebrata we have taken the

frog as a type. Let us now' examine the

gastrocnemius muscles of this dissected

specimen.” No saying, the professor un-

tied the string of his neat parcel and
disclosed to view a ham sandwich and a

boiled egg. ''But. 1 have eaten my lunch,'’

said the learned man bewilderedly.

KITCHENER STORIES.

Few. people would-suspect, to look at
lord Kitchener, that'he was 58;. yet it

is a fact that the Indian-Conunander-in-
Chieb was' born as long ago as -‘June
24, l§so, and therefore has entered on

his 511th year. Before he was 21. Kit-

chener, joined the Mobiles of Dinah in

the war against Germany, and took
part in a balloon ascent with two French

officers.
Though it is highly probable that

Lord Kitchener will die as he has lived,
a bachelor, he strongly resents the oft-

repeated remark that he is averse to

the society of the opposite sex. He con-

siders, however, that they arc apt to

take up too much of a soldier’s time.

A short time ago, while in Calcutta, he

sent for an officer, and told him he

wanted him to go to Bombay to do

some hard work for three months or so.

“How soon can you be ready?” he asked.
‘‘Oh, in about a week; I will ask the.
wife to start packing at once,” said the

officer. "Oh, but she is not going with
you,” retorted Kitchener.- "I said I

wanted you to do some hard work, you
know.”

ft was left to one of the opposite sex,

by tfie-way, to give Lord Kitchener the

most, candid opinion of his character he

has ever received, and he tells the story
with great enjoyment. A tennis party
had been organised for one afternoon
at a certain small hill station, and the

whole of the officers practically hoped
to be present. Suddenly, to the general
consternation. Kitchener ordered a par-
ade of the whole of the troops in the
garrison the same day. On. the night
before the day fixed for the party a,

ypung lady who knew him rather well
went up to him, and asked him if it

Was true that the parade would really

Bp held. “Quite true.*’ replied Kitchener,
half suspecting wliat was coming. “Had

you forgotten the tennis party?’’ de-
manded the girl.“ No, not in the least,’’
was his blunt reply. “Well, I think you
are a perfect beast!” she exclaimed an-

grily. as she stamped her foot ami
turned away.

GENIUS AS A LODGER.

Never-was there a more troublesome

lodger than Beethoven. He was always
at war with his landlords—and not only
with them, but also with fellow-lodgers.
Nor can we wonder at this. Totally
lost in music, the thought never entered

his mind of what an intolerable neigh-
hour lie was. At all hours of both day
and night he was at his pianoforte,
pouring forth the music that filled his

soul. His tempestous energy in playing
converted the instrument, as it were,
into a complete orchestra. Then, as

his deafness increased, he struck and

thumped holder at the noteo the sound
of which he could scarcely hear. Nor
was this all. The music that filled his

brain gave him no rest. He became an

inspired madman. For hours he would

pace' the room, “howling and roaring”
(as his pupil Ries put it); or he would

stand beating time with hand and foot
to the music which was so vividly pre-
sent in his mind. This soon put him
into a feverish excitement, when, to

cool himself. he would take his water-

ing, and, thoughtless of everything, pour
its contents over his hands, after which

he would sit down to his piano. With
all this, it can easily be imagined that
Beethoven was frequently called to ac-

count. The landlord complained of a

damaged ceiling, and the fellow-lodgers
declared that either they or the mad-

man must*, leave the house, for they
could get no rest where he was. So
Beethoven never for long had a resting
place. Impatient at being interfered
with, he immediately packed up and
went off to some other vacant lodging.
From this cause he was at one time

paying the rent of four lodgings at
once.

+ + ♦

SOME EXCEPTIONS.

A Wellington man, while visiting a

friend's place up North became much in-

terested in his experiments in fruit cul-
ture. One day the visitor was making
lhe rounds of the place, being in charge
of tiie friend’s young daughter of ten,
who acted as guide, “inis tree seems to
be loaded with apples,” observed the visi-

tor, indicating a particularly fine speci-
men. “Yes, sir,” assented the little girl;
“father says this is a good year for

apples.” “I am glad to hear that,” said
the visitor. “Are all your trees as full
of’ apples as this one?” “No, sir,” ex-

plained the girl, “only the apple trees.”

♦ ♦ +

AN APT PUPIL.

While a penurious grocer was telling
his new boy how careful he must be a

fly settled on a bag of sugar. The grocer
caught it and threw it away. The boy
then said: “If you want me to bo careful,
you are sotting me a bad example.’’
“Why?*’ asked the grocer. “Because,”
said the boy, “you have thrown that lly
away without brushing the sugar off its
feet.’” ’

„ WHO HE WAS.

A little, wiry negro went into a drink-
ing resort in Natchez. displayed it large
rod of bills, and bought a drink.

As he was paying lor it another negro
came in, very large and very black. He
looked at the little man and said,
“Niggah. whar you git all dat money?*’

“Bah-tendah,” said the little negro, by
way of a reply, “Ah thing Ah shall tek

a bottle ot dat ah stuff. ’Pears quite
satisiyin’ tub meh.”

“Niggah,” roared the big one, “whar

you git dat money? 1 ast you. I’s the
town bully, 1 is. 1 follows bullyin’ for

a trade. Whar you git it?”
The little negro began stuffing the

money back into his pockets. . “Seems

to me,” he mused, “1 ain't got 'null*

pockets to hold all mah wealth.”

The big negro jumped at the little
one. “You hear what I said?” he de-

manded. “i’s the town bully, tan* 1
wanter know whar you git all dat

money ?”

Quick as a flash, the little negro upper-
cut the big one, catching him on the

point of the jaw, and knocking him

down. In a moment the big negro re-

vived enough to look tin from the floor,
and ask humbly, "Niggah, who is you,
anyhow ?*’

“Why,” replied the little one. blowing
his knuckles, “J’s th’ pusson you thought
you wuz when you come in.”—“Saturday
Evening Post.”

BANKING IN MOTHER EARTH.

A well-known American author, who

had heard rumours of coming financial

disaster, went to a leading New York

financier early last summer, and asked

about the situation.

“What is it that you want to know?”
queried the banker.

“Why, I hear stories on every side

of depression that is sure to come, and

I have some investments in mind. I

want to know what you think about

putting out money for investment.”

“Do you ever read the Bible?” inquir-
ed the financier.

“Sometimes.”
“Well, do you remember about the

man who went and buried his treasure

in the ground?”
“I do.”
“Let me toll you, then, that he wasn’t

such a fool as he has been taken to fro.”

+ ♦ +

LAW-ABIDING MULLER.

THE LAWS IN BERLIN ARE

NOTORIOUSLY STRICT.

Schmidt and Krauss met one morning
in the park.

‘Have you heard,’ says Schmidt, ‘the
sad news about Muller?’

“No,” says Krauss. “What is it?”

“Well, poor Muller went boating on

the river yesterday. The boat capsized
and he was drowned. The water was

ten feet deep.”
“But couldn’t he swim?”
“Swim? Don’t you know that all

persons are strictly forbidden by the
police to swim in the river?”

EVIDENTLY.

Among the begging letters recently
received at the office of a benevolent

society was one running thus:

“This unfortunate young man is the

only son of a widow, who died childless,
and his earnings maintained his aged
father and infant brothers, whose sole

support he is.”
The secretary of the society wrote

on the margin of the epistle the fol

lowing note:

“The circumstances of the case ere

evidently exaggerated.”

Mos
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“ CAPIXI.A.”

THE ONLY HAIR RESTORER.

1 lLwi
1

Sold by nl> Chemists, Hairdressers and
Stores. Head Office for New Zealand;
3 HUNTER STREET, WELLINGTON.

Dr. Sheldon’s Digestive
Tabules are used by
invalids and children,

even the most delicate,
with marked benefit be-

cause they contain no

strong, irritating drugs,
no cathartics nor any

harmful ingredients.

Geo. A. Tyler. E. Harvey,

TYLER S' HARVEY,
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47 Customs Street, Auckland.
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** RZX Accident and Guarantee Corporation

GROSS ASSETS (1907) £2,343,727. RESERVES, £1,651,412. INCOME, £1,480,715.

BUSINESS TRANSACTED.

ACCIDENT. GUARANTEE. FIRE.
Auckland Office : Head Office fop New Zealand :

14 SHORTLAND STREET. 117 and 121 Customhouse Quay, .WELLINGTON.
Q. Brookway Hoffers, District Manager, Chas, M. Montefrolo, General Ma.K.affei’ and Attorney for New Zealand,
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BILLIARDS. By AN EXPERT

The public should be grateful to the
Billiards Control Club, nays a writer in

the “Jxmdon Daily Telegraph/’ in its de-

termination to revive the professional
billiard championship, wtyi-vh has lain

dormant for five long years now. It

always provided the keenest and best

sport of the year. But for the cham-

pionship games, Stevenson might now

be struggling to reach the top of the

tree instead of being securely settled

there for three or four years. They
gave him his opportunity, and he duly
made his ability clear. In a general way,
the professional player, like the man of

business, is unwilling to open avenues

to the rising generation whereby they
may jump over his head. Stevenson

might well have been excused had he

•followed the example set him by others,
end kept the championship in the back-

ground. It is to his credit and sports-
manlike instincts that he is asking for

a revival of the championship. lie

makes this plain by stating he has left

some (late open next spring for this

especial purpose, and that he will be

ready to meet all comers for the title,

■lie will do so under the scheme which,
1 understand, is to be submitted by the

■Billiards Control Club. Here then we have

a definite foundation for a championship.
The younger players, Inman Reece,
Aiken, Williams, and the rest, will have

the opportunity they have so frequent-
ly asked for of meeting the tsar artists

on level terms. If this competition ma-

terialises, and there is every reason to

presume that it will surely do so, it

•will more than justify the creation of

the Billiards Control Club.

♦Speaking of the terrific heat, which

prevailed in London during the match

between Dawson and Mack, the Manches-

ter professional, the same writer says:
*Tt is as well that the game was being
played with banzoline balls, as ivories,
unless wonderfully well seasoned, are

very prone to get out of the true in

these circumstances. The composition
ball, bonzoline or crystalatc, is a boon

to billiard-players generally, and absolute-

ly essential in India, South Africa ,and
Australia. It is not affected by changes
of temperature like the natural articles,
•which have frequently been known to

go “crooked” in a single night. The at-

tention that is due to a good set of

ivories can only lie appreciated by the

loving care bestowed upon them by
those who know their worth.

Composition balls are more elastic than

those turned from ivory, and of a per-
ceptibly, if only slightly, greater weight.

It is from these two causes that they

throw the square angle most billiard

players may know. But they roll won-

derfully true, even if needing different

handling to the ivory. To some extent
the game, as played with composition

bails, differs from that dictated by the

softer and more delicate ivory. It re-

quires considerable practice before the

player can accustom his touch to the

change from one article to the other.

The trouble lies in the increased width
of the angle given to the cue-ball, ami

the density of the balls’ centre, there

is not the same tendency to give to the

impact of the player’s ball as with

ivory. Yet there is much to attract

the billiardist about the behaviour of

these truly (rolling composition balls.

He will find that the ivory touch is not

best suited to them, and the heavier

cue. which should theoretically be used,
none 100 easy to become accustomed to.

'l’lie subtleties of the pine are not so

easily rendered in tending to bonzoline

balls, a fact of which we were frequent-
ly reminded by Dawson in the game I

have mentioned, as in dealing with

ivories. But for the plain game they
cannot be excelled.”

Herewith T present a selection of the

most taking shots handled by Dawson,

when, after five days’ very unprolific toil-

ing, he came to his form. I'p to this

time he had appeared wholly unable to

accommodate himself to the composition
balls. But with the coining of a better

time, his work was marked by some con-

sistently heavy scoring and a top-note
in the shape of a 565 break. At first
he was regularly over-screwing the cue-

ball and making too deep a contact

on the object-ball. The good profes-
sional is, however, nothing if not ob-
servant, and, therefore, going back to

his experiences to help him out of his

difficulties. He must lie essentially, of

an adaptable nature, so as to eope with

the constantly varying nature of the

materials he is asked to play with and

upon. So it was that Dawson gradually
and surely mastered the composition
balls, and the torrid atmosphere of last

week. He cut down Mack’s very long
lead in undeniable fashion, and, generally
from the time of his improvement, played
like the great player we know him to

be.

It was in playing the class of stroke
illustrated upon the annexed diagrams
that Dawson was mainly at fault in the

earlier stages. Those pretty little screw-

shots. which send the cue-ball off at right
angles along by the line of a cushion into
a coiner pocket, require deft cueing.
Loaded with pocket “side,” which is in-
ariably check “side,” it goes swishingly
into the netting, making a swift descent

on meeting the pocket “shoulders.”
These are represented as well as one may
do by the colourless medium of the first

diagram. The simplest strokes to be

found of this kind occur when the cue-

ball lies further away from the pocket
attacked than the object-ball does. The

great thing here is to be able to divide
the object-ball by the eye, so as to give
the cue-ball its correct send-off. If you
take the ball’s facing centre for a direct

return, and a half-ball contact for a

right-angle rebound, you must work at

intermediate contacts for intermediate

results. As a rule, however, the thin
contact, say, about quarter ball, will
meet most of these positions when the

cue-ball lies furthest from the pocket.
When it is nearer there, the contact
must inevitably be thicker than half-
ball, which is the regulation- stroke
when the balls are in lino, ami, there-
fore. equi distant from the pocket.

It is not the thin half hail strokes

which present the real difficulties o,’ com-

position balls. These are rather to bo

found in the stunned or follow-on thick
contacts. In this connection, and that

of screw losing hazards into the corner

pockets, I can advise a profitable survey

of the second diagram, and how the good
player can attune the degree of contact

while yet giving the cue-ball the sama

direction. Take the two middle pocket
strokes on the second diagram. The

losing hazard into the middle pockets is
made by either a thia or thick contact,
according to the direction and disposition
of the played object ball, althougn a.

fullish contact must be made when its
first movement is towards baulk. At

the top righthand corner there are

ahow-n two examples of screw losing haz-

ards. With the object-ball lying very

near to the cushion check “side” is essea-

tial to take the cue-ball into the pocket.
But with the object-ball well away from

there, and the centre of the pocket
clearly open to the cue-ball, running
“side” is more profitably ’used. These

and similar strokes Dawson manipulated
with case and certainty once he became

in touch with his task.

The following diagrams illustrate two
difficult masse shots played by the lad,
George Gray in a match with Fred.
Lindrum, junior, at Sydney, Lindrum
conceding Gray 4(100 in 14,000. Young
Gray, who hails from Queensland, toured

New Zealand towards the end of last

year with his father, and made a num-

ber of friends.

The continuous line - shows the

movement of the cue ball, and the inter-

sected lines ........ the course of the

object ball.

Screw losing hazards, the cue-ball travel-

ling closely by the end cushions into the

corner pockets.

Masse losing hazard played by Gray. The
Queenslander is considered to have no

equal as a player of this difficult

Difficult masse cannon played by Gray,
stroke.

HEARNE'S BRSITIS

Those who have taken this medicine are amazed at its splendid healing power. Sufferers from Bronchites, Cough, Croup,
Asthma, Difficulty of Breathing, Hoarseness, Pain or Soreness in the Chest, experience delightful and rapid relief; and to those

who are subject to Colds on the chest it is invaluable, as it effects a complete cure. It is most comforting in allaying Irritation

in the Throat and giving Strength to the Voice, and it neither allows a Cough nor Asthma to become chronic, nor Consump-
tion to develop. Consumption is not known where “ Coughs ” have, on their first appearance, been properly treated with this

medicine. No house should be without it, as, taken at the beginning, a dose or two is generally sufficient, and a complete
cure is certain.

•mail Size, 2/8; Large Size, «6 Sold by all Ohemlsts and Medicine Vendors, and by the Proprietor, W. CL HEARNQ,

Chemist, Geelong, Victoria. Forwarded to any Address, when not obtainable locally.

TheHolsman
AUTOMOBILE COY.

HAVE YOU EVER WISHED
FOR AN AUTOMOBILE

3Jatis built high enough to travel country roads likofi

Will climb any ordinaryhill travelled;
Has no dividedrear axle.

Has no differential gear.
Hasno frict on clutch.

Hur no foot levers to bother.
Is air cooledandwill notfreezes
Has solidrubber tyres.
Is built like acarriage.
Lookslike a carriage.
Rides like a carriage.

THE HOLSMAN AUTOMOBILE

Tull particular,oe application to—

W. J. COLES ar CO.. 183 Herefordlb
CHRISTCHURCH.

Sol.Aganta for N.Z,

52 The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for January 20, 1909



FACTS, FANCIES, QUIPS & COMMENTS

FROM THE AUSTRALIAN PAPERS.

While Victoria is in sueh a pother with
its storm in a tea-cup, over Bent, Swin-
burne, Murray and the rest, there are

reminders of the danger to which Aus-

tralia is exposed. When Caesar invaded

England the tribes were squabbling, but
formed a phalanx at once. A startling
assertion is made in the last file of the

“London Times.” During the Russo-

Japanese War, the German Emperor in-

formed the Dutch Premier that he would
seize certain Dutch ports, presumably
including Rotterdam, unless they were

immediately placed in a better position
of defence against England. The Pre-

mier. in a quake, rapidly improvised de-

fences without consulting Parliament.

This may be read in connection with
the cablegram that Germany was ready
to seize Copenhagen at a recent aeute

stage of the Morocco trouble, to defend
the Baltic against England. What pow-

der-barrels are laid! Australia is vitally
affected. The Dutch disclosure came as

one of the consequences of the “Daily

Telegraph’s” publication of the German

Emperor’s views.

4

An interesting question has arisen with

regard to the transport of some German

naval forces through the Australian

States. 'l'he Victorian Government has
received a notification' from the State

Governor that an application had been

received by the Governor-General from

the German Consul-General in Sydney
respecting the return to Germany of 102

time-expired men from the German sur-

veying ship Planet. The men, who are

coming from the South Sea Islands, de-

sire to land in Sydney, and to proceed
by train to Adelaide in order to catch
the homeward bound mail steamer. The

consent of the Governors of the three

States is necessary. The men also de-

sire permission to travel with arms,

though without ammunition. Sir Thom-
as Bent states that probably some re-

strictive 'condition' will be imposed, which

will be made known to the Governor-

General.

; . <$- <s> <S>

A big firm of Sydney jewellers has

secur'd tin extensive orcfeir Tor two

magnificent suites, one of all diamonds,
and the other emeralds and diamonds,

jewellery’ to the value of £lO,OOO.
The jewels are considered the finest in

the Commonwealth, and are for a prom-
inent lady in Sydney society. The suite

consists of a fine collection of choice

gems mounted in the newest French de-

signs, the front of the handsome dia-

mond necklet consisting of five beauti-

ful drops and the back a row of fine

diamonds. There are two pendants, one

consisting of a large cluster of Jarger-
fontein diamonds, with a blue diamond

drop, and the other pendant, a speci-
men emerald surrounded in diamonds,
and a further row’ of large diamonds of

magnificent quality’. The emerald pen-
dant alone is valued at £2,000. There

are two fine stars, one all diamonds,
amt one emerald and diamonds, both of

highest quality gems. There is a smal-

ler diamond necklet to wear with either
pendant. An emerald and diamond
brooch of beautiful design and fine

quality adds greatly to the suite, and
a fine spray of diamonds for the hair
is also very’ effective. The bracelets con-

sist of:—one, all tine large diamonds,
and the other a fine emerald surrounded
and mounted in good taste with brilliant
diamonds. There are two other ban-

gles in diamonds of nice designs. A
handsome pear-shape emerald drop pen-
dant is among the jewels.

; <s><s><s> 1

Until within the last few years Syd-
ney has lagged behind any other town
in its size in the Empire, owin, for the
niost part, to the fact that successive
Premiers have not correctly estimated
the. importance of municipal govern-
ment. Moreover, so long has the coun-

cil, in the absence of opportunities for

raising sufficient revenues, been com-

pelled to pursue a cheese paring policy
that nowadays, when we talk of spend-
ing £lOO,OOO on city improvements
(however necessary they may be) either
« wall of fear or a howl of opposition
Urises from a section of the citizens,
Oio are usually shrewd and wide-awake

in other respects,’’ said the Lord Mayor-
elect (Aiderman Alien Ttaylor) at the

city Improvement Commission. “Be-
fore giving specific evidence, therefore,”
he continued, “1 venture to record my
conviction, strengthened by" recent trav-
els in Great Britain and Europe, that
■Sydney is already one of tile big cities
of the British Empire, and is destined,
by its geographical position, and it nat-

ural and political advantages, to be one

of the great, and I hope beautiful, cities
of the world.”

<?><? <?>

The Dudleys will learn this year how
plum pudding and hot weather go to-
gether (remarks a Melbourne paper).
Absent friends will be drunk up at the
big white house with a sentiment un-

known to all but exiles from home. Al-
ready Lady Dudley feels keenly the ab-
sence from her twin babies, so the

greeting we give Iler is to hope that
next Yuletide may find her amongst us
with the twins added to the family party.
Although they have no tenantry to en-

tertain as in good old England, our new

Viee-Regals are not going to deny them-

selves the pleasure of making other peo-
ple happy, so they entertained the mar-

ried members of the police force, with
Mrs Policeman and young Masters and
Miss Policeman, up at Government

House.

<s> <S>

Sir Rupert Clarke, after listening to

the numerous congratulations bestowed
upon him by his many friends on his
daughter’s engagement, has left for Syd-
ney, where he will witness the great
fight, after which he will proceed to New

Zealand, in which plaee he is having a

fine new yacht built for himself. Also,
let us whisper it gently, this visit is
said not to be wholly unconnected with

the extension of Messrs Meynell and
Gunn’s theatrical enterprises.' \Ve ex-

pect to hear some news theatrical very
shortly concerning this firm. —’‘Mel-
bourne Punch.”

<S> <S>

On the voyage of the Orotava from

London to Australia an interesting event
occurred soon after the vessel sailed

from Adelaide, and there was found
aboard a new passenger—the Orotava
baby. The happy parents are Mr and

Mrs George Steverson, Oxford, England,
who purpose settling in New South

Wales. “On 23rd December, at 11.30

a.m., as the liner steamed through the

blue waters of Hobson’s Bay,” writes a

passenger, “the new-comer was christen-

ed “Dudley Orotava Steverson. The

Right Rev. Bishop Wallis, of Welling-
ton, New Zealand, performed the baptis-
mal rites. The godmother was Mrs
Donald Sutherland, and the baby was

held by Mrs Annie McKinnon, wife of

Mr Andrew McKinnon, leaders of the
Scottish Meistersingers, who disembark
at Melbourne. The godfathers were the

Rev. John MeColl, M.A., United Free

Church minister, of Paisley, Scotland;

and Mr A. E. Cro*> field, of Hare Tarn,
Uran forth, Lancashire, who purpo«es
settling in Queensland. The christening
of the Orotava baby was an impressive
ceremonial. Before the lienvdiction was

pronounced the Meistersingers rendered
with tine effect the hymn: —

“O, Father, Thou Who hast created all

In wisest love, we pray,
Look on this babe, who at

Thy gracious rail

Is entering on life’s way/’ etc.

The baby is the possessor of a christen-
ing cup and a Bible, presented by the

passengers, and he ami his parents have

the best wishes of everyone in the ves-

sel. The ship's surgeon, Dr. Vandernim,
reports that the mother is doing very
well, ami at his christening Baby Dud-

ley Orotava satisfied everyone that he

was -doing very well indeed.”

<s> <•>

For some time past interstate steam-

ers have been practising with instru-

ments by which signals could be ex-

changed at sea at night time, the Morse

code being utilised. The latest installa-
tion is a distinct improvement, and con-

sists of a globe at the head of a“staff
containing inside 6 small electric 5-can-

dle power lights. The key is in the
whpelhou-c below, raid can be manipu-
lated with the greatest ease. In clear

weather a conversation with ships pass-
ing at a distance of several miles can be

maintained, ami although there are 'but

few of the lighthouse-keepers on the

coast proficient in the .Morse code, yet
the ship's officers during recent years
have become expert, and can exchange

messages from ship to ship. While Cap-
tain O. Smith, wharfinger of the A.U.S.N.

Company at Sydney was explaining the

system) to a*n “Evening News” reporter,
the chief officer of the Kanowna remark-

ed: “You can see that the merchantman
is. after all. a bit up to date, although
Lord Charles Beresford is credited with

saying we did not understand the art

of signalling.
It appears that the naval authorities

at Sydney encourage the use of the sig-
nalling apparatus, and assist the ehip-
p’wig companies in the matter of allow-

ing the officers to learn all they can.

It is understood that all the A.U.S.N.
steamers are to be fitted out exactly
in the same way as the Kanowna.

s><s><s>

Mr. O. C. Beale, who has just returned

to Sydney after 18 montils’ absence in

Europe, said lip had an opportunity of

studying the literature of racial decline

in France, lie had also been investigat-
ing the same matter in England and Ger-

many, and some of the facts ami figures
were appalling. Demographers through-
out the world were agreed that a nation
must progress or decline. It could not

stand still, and they had come to the

conclusion that some of the Anglo-Saxon
race-' were losing ground, while other

•white races were adding to their num-

bers.

The low birthrates of Australia and

New Zealand were considered by demo-

graphers to be matters of the gravest
concern to those countries, and it was

of great importance to remember that

the leaders of Japanese and Chinese

thought and education were keenly
watchful of the progress of population
in this vast territory. French savants

vho had 'special Led in the subject had
commented upon this. They regarded
the tendency iu Australia ;i* im>.<t men-

acing to its future. The people who
looked upuu a few hundred’s olinimig-fants
as a solution of the Australian popula-
tion problem were leaning upon a rotten
reed. The real increase must the
natural and healthful one of the babies,
and babies lives must Im? safeguarded by
preventing th use of many nostrums

now on the market for the supposed al-

leviation of infant troubles. It was to

the majority of the young married aim

and women of Australia that he looked
to for some solution of the problem, f
indeed it were not too late.

<s>

<H all the strange things in a theatre
a member of the audience at Her Ma-

jesty’s 'Phea tie, Sydney, recently suc-

ccedeil in leaving the strangest. The

cleaners foumd in the morning a set of

false teeth. I'he owner of them turned

up in a young man. evidently country-

bred, and his explanation to the mana-

ger was that he was sitting in the front

row of the gallery watching the per-

formance of “The Merry Widow.” ;und

he laughed so heartily that his teeth fell

into the stalls. Fortunately, they didn’t
bite anybody in the descent.

<£<s><£>

It is thought that the allnight trams

running in Sydney have been the cause

of influencing workinefti employed at

night and others to live outside the city.
It has been officially announced that

tTiis year's returns exhibit a small in-

crease over last year, showing that the
all night trams have been consideraUy
patronised. For a week, £55 is the aver-

age receipt, and thia about paye. e>-

|>enses. I'he lines best patronised are

Dulwich Hill. Bondi Junction, Balmain,
and Leichhardt.
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acts like a eharm in \ The only known Specifle 1

The Greatest Medical Discovery of the Age.
A Boon to Mankind all over the World.

IT IS THE BEST KNOWN REMEDY FOR

COUGHS, COLDS, CONSUMPTION, BRONCHITIS, & ASTHMA.
It 18 the only palliative in Rheumatism, Gout, Cancer, Toothrahe, Neuralgia, Sciatica. Lumbago. &e.
It is extensively used by Medical Men in their official and private practice, al Home and Abroad, who have givnn

numerous written testimonials of its wonderful efficacy.
Sold by Chemists all over the world, in bottles, Is. l|d.; 2 oz., 2s. 9(7. ; 4 o:., 4s. £>d. each.

WARNING.— Every botile oFn.o GENUINE FREEMAN S CHLORODYNE, which was invented by Richard

Freeman, Pharmacist, in 1844, has the ‘ ELEPHANT” Trade Mark, on the wrapper, without which it is an imitation.

Agentt: Rocks, Tompsitt A Co., Melbourne. .S'ok Proprietor!: Fribman’s Culohodynk, Ltd.. Lou dou, S.K., Eugl&ud.

My ?

■Summer

Beverage it

‘Montserrat
Lime Juice, g

I drink it because it is cooling, [j
refreshing and invigorating, and 9
because 1 know it is good for me. ffl

“MONTSERRAT” Lime |
Juice is always fresh and pleasant I
to the taste, mixed with plain or |
aerated water, it makes a cooling, g
refreshing, healthful drink.

Insist on thepenuin? “MONTSERRAT.'* I
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Round the World Paragraphs.

A Whaler’s Adventures.

The whaling barque Beluga arrived at

San Francisco recently, after an eventful

voyage. 'I he captain of the Beluga re-

ported that he had lost four of his crew,

and on September 10 picked up live frost-

bitten and deliiotis castaways, the sur-

vivors of the (-row of the French ship
William Boyle, which was wrecked two

days earlier by collision with an iceberg.
Despite the <a re of the men of the Belu-

ga, these live, who had endured terrible

suffering*, died and were buried on llessel

Island.

(Hl’ Unalaska the Bulaga was sur-

rounded by icebergs, and was partly dis-

mast ed by a fearful snowstorm. Captain
J’ortcr had to be lashed to the wheel in

order to navigate the vessel through the

Hugs. Six of the crew were badly frost-

bitten. and one died.

A large whale was sighted on October

2<>. Five of the crew, manning the yawl,
drove three barbs into him, but the

whale, thrashing the waters into foam,

the boat, and drowned three

men.

“Harem Scarems.”

Jfrastic changes in the life of the harem

have been made by the suffragists of

Turkey, according to a letter quoted in

*’ Votes for Women” from Dr. Mary Mills

Patrick. president of the American Col-

lege for (iirls in Constantinople.
‘Turkish women,” says Dr. Patrick,

c ‘ have thrown oil’ their veils, and are lec-

turing in different prominent cities, like

Constantinople and Salonika.

They are forming women’s clubs, three

of which are already organised in Con-

stantinople. Among these one woman is

especially prominent. Ilalideh Salih, who

is considered to-day the leading ’woman
in Constantinople.

•‘She has hern asked to write'for every

•paper in the-city. and her patriotic, im

pa-ssioned articles are among the regular
contributions to the “Tannin (“Echo’),
the unofficial Government organ.

‘ She is a member of all the women’s

elub* and the president of one of them,

and is also the only woman member of

two exclusive men’s clubs, a Press club,
and a League for Public Safety.”

Ladies Who Renounce Titles.

The announcement that Lady Yar-

mouth has decided to renounce her title,

and he known in future as Mrs. Copley
Thaw, says a writer in “M.A.P.,” calls

to mind the reluctance of ladies to aban-

don high-sounding appellations gained
through marriage. There are exceptions,
however.

Airs. Copley ’Thaw’s countrywoman,
Airs. George Cornwallis West, made some-

thing of a sensation when, on her second

marriage, she abandoned the name of

Eady Randolph Churchill, apd Jemima

Eady Darnley elected to he known as

Airs. Arthur Leveson when she married

again.
Peeresses sometimes give up their titles

for lesser ones, as did Lady De Lisle and

Dudley when she married Sir George
Stirling. The widows of baronets, too,
often abandon their titles quite cheer-

fully, examples being Mrs. Algernon Ilan-

bury-Tracy, once Lady Carmichael-

Aust rut her, and Mrs. Mackenzie, of Farr,
formerly Lady Stapleton. Oh the other

hand, the widows of knights sometimes
retain their titles, and the widow of the

famous explorer remained Lady Stanley
after she became the wife of Mr. Chillis.

Record Bag in Two Shots.

While -.hooting recently with Mr. Brad-
ley Alart in’s party at Balmacaan, In-

verness shire, the Earl of Home had a

bharp right and left at rabbits scurry-

ing through the bushes. The beaters
Were imicli surprised when l.iiey went for-

ward to pick up the rabbits to find a

dead woodcock beside each of them.

Battleship in an Hotel.

The banqueting hall of the Savoy Hotel

was converted into the quarter-deck ot a

battleship for the Pilgrims’ Chib dinner to

the American and British delegates to the

International Maritime Conference, re-

cently held in London.

What sounded like the salute of twenty
one guns greeted the distinguished guests
as they entered the hall. In the distance

over the moonlit water in the background
were seen the twinkling lights of Ports-

mouth, while on the quarter-deck of

11.M.5. Welcome a seaman in full naval

uniform was busy all the evening at the

wheel..
Waiters, also disguised as seamen, in

snowy white trousers and jackets, with

blue scarfs, passed from table to table

a.tending to the needs of the guests with

illI the smartness one expects from a

sailor.

A?

An III=fated Voyage.

Second Officer T. Hillier and six ap-

prentices of the sailing barque Simla,-
arrived at Plymouth recently, and

had a series of dramatic adventures to

relate.

Their ship left Cardiff with coal for

Acapulco on December 16, 1907. Four

days out from Cardiff an able seaman

fell from aloft, and was drowned. Whe”

off’ the coast of South America, they en-

countered a series of hurricanes, and

for seven weeks they battled with

storms off C-ape Horn.

For two months the ship was detained
at the Falkland Islands while the dam-

age done by the storms was repaired.
During this time, the captain and chief
officer became ill, and the men grew
so mutinous that, some of them were

lodged in gaol.
Finally, just as the ship was pearing

Acapulco, fire broke out on board, and

the ship had to be abandoned in the bar-

hour, where it burnt to the water’s edge.

Remodelling Oxford.

The Bishop of Birmingham made some

striking remarks on the need for the

reform of the University of Oxford, at a

conference of 300 delegates from working-
clsas organisations at Toynbee Hall.

41

The people who do not show at once

that they want to be students should be

asked to go elsewhere,” he declared.

“A rearrangement of endowments is

necessary in order that they may once

more be made applicable to the ends for

which they are intended—the education

of those who desire to be students and

have not the means.
4 Then again, there will have to be a

remodelling of the whole scale and stand-

ard of living at Oxford.”

£1,000 to Count Oranges.

Any spiritualist who is able to count

the number of oranges that are rolled out

of a basket on a table in the office of the

Metropolitan Psychical Society, New

York, will be given £lOOO by the seep-

ties who make up the membership of the

organisation.
This is the society’s announcement: ‘Tt

has been the experience of those offering
rewards that when alleged mediums pro-

fessing tn communicate with spirits are

asked to demonstrate their powers, when

opportunities for fraud or for telepathy
have been eliminated, they are helpless

and cannot do a thing. But we are open
to convict ion.

-We have raised £lOOO, now in the

hands of David (Joldberger, 747, East

168th-street, to he given to any person

who will shut his eyes and by means of

the help of a spirit or by any other me ms

will count a few oranges spilled on a

table behind him. The person who spills
lhe oranges will look the Other way f’»r

the moment to eliminate the possibility
of telepathy.”

iSevenil hundred persons have applied
for permission to try to earn the £ 1000,
and of all who have endeavoured to

count the oranges none have succeeded.

The society demands that all applicants

present some reliable basis for their as-

sumption of uncommon power, so that the

time of the society shall not be taken up

by persons who hope to get the money

by a lucky guess.

3 JC

Tolled His Own Knell.

How a sexton tolled the hell at his

own death was related at an inquest on

John Newberry, the sexton of St. John’s

Chiqrdlif,. Horn inglow, Burt on^on-Trent, •
England. After quarrelling with his

wife, Newberry went to the church, tied
the bell rope round his neck, and then

jumped from the heating apparatus in

the belfry.

The Cullinan.

The famous Cullinan diamond, pre-

sented to the King .by the Transvaal

Government, was reduced in weight more

than one quarter to remove the flaws

when cut by Messrs. Aspher and Co.
Besides the real Cullinan, which

weighs 5.176 carats —almost five times

as large as the Koh-i-Noor (the Aloun-

tain of Light)—there are:—

A square brilliant of 309 carats,
A pendalogue of 92 carats.
Another square brilliant of 62 carats,

A heart-shaped brilliant of 18 carats,
A marquise brilliant of 11 carats, and

many other stones.

A diamond expert has valued the

gems at more than a million pounds.

The Pope’s Forecast.

T he Popo, in receiving recently a large
number of British pilgrims visiting Rome,
took the occasion of the recent Eucharis-

tic Congress in London to recall the

close bonds which had once united Eng'-
land to the C hurch of Rome.

He considered that the Roman Catholic

demons-tration in London, combined with

frequent conversions to the Roman faith,
were forerunners of England’s conqffete

return to the fold and perfect subrnts-

sion to the See of Koine.

Such comments, coming from such a

quarter, raised the enthusiasm of the pil-
grims to their highest pitch, and they
intoned the hymn, “God bless our Pope.”

So touched was the Pontiff that as he

retired he repeated : “ Thanks, thanks ”

whilst the pilgrims burst- into loud hur-

rahs.

340 Years’ Lawsuit

A lawsuit, between two villages has

been settled by the courts of the State
of Oaxaca, Mexico, after lasting since

1508. It had given rise to many armed
conflicts between the opposing factions.

A Good Start in Life.
Mothers should early realize how essential good health is for the success of their child in after life. A

badly nourished baby generally means an undersized child, wanting in stamina and vigour. If unable to nurse

your baby, you must give the substitute that most closely resembles human milk. No farinaceous or starchy food

or unmodified cow's milk is permissible to a child under 6or 7 months of age. The “Altenburys” Milk Foods
are so prepared as to remove the difference between cow's milk and human milk, and they are as easy of
digestion as the natural food of the child.

The “Allenburys" Foods are alike suitable for the delicate and robust, and when used as directed, form the
best means of rearing a child by hand. The No. 1 Milk Food may be given alternately witli tfie mother's milk

without fear of upsetting tire child or causing digestive disturbance. The dreaded process of weaning is thus made
easy and comfortable both to the mother and child.

The Allenburgs Foods.
MILK FOOD No. 1. MILK FOOD No. 2. MALTED FOOD No. 3. PAMPHLET ON INFANT

rom birth to3months. From 3to6months. From 6 monthsand upwards. FEEDING SENT FREE*

ALLEN & HANBURYS Ltd., LONDON, and Bridge Street, SYDNEY.

Housekeeping
Troubles

are sincothed away

■ y /
by vising

BIRD’S
Moiqe

Specialities.
BIRD’S

Custard Powder,

BIRD’S
Jelly Crystals,
DISSOLVE INSTANTLY.

UNEQUALLED BRILLIANCE S DELICATE FLAYOII

BIRD’S
Concentrated Egg Powder,’

BIRD’S
Pudding Powder.

Storekeepers can obtain supplies of the above

locally from tneir merchants, they again ordering
through Home Houses only, from

> ALFRED BIRD &Sons, Ltd.,Birmingham 9 Eft&
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A LETTER

—-Gopprhjbt Story?.—

By Carmen

I Sylva. (H.M. (
the Queen of

Roumania.)

Translated

by i
Alys
Hallard.

k'- »

"V y OUR letter made me so unhappy.
W How car? you say that 1 have no

/ confidence in you ami that I
w never tell you anything! 1 do

not belong to myself now.

mother, ami something seems to hold my

pen back, when 1 want to write and tell

you anything. It always seems to

to me as though it is wrong to write any-

thing which he is not to read, anything
that seems as though I am complainig
of him. There are s<> many thing that

are painful to me, ami I am afraid you
would not understand me any more than
J understand myself.

Father was perfect; he seemed to

have no faults, <tmL you always under-
stood each other, ami seemed to be of

the same mind. How is it that people
who love each other dearly are not al*

ways of the same mind? We certainly
do love each other dearly, but our love

is different, our way of looking at things
is different, ami what seems quite, natu-

lal to one of us is not at all natural to
the other. Igoto no end of trouble to
find out what would please him, and then

1 contsantly fail. 1 cannot read things
in his eyes as 1 used to in yours. 1 so

often misunderstand him, and nearly al-

ways when other people are present, and

then afterwards he-is annoyed about my
mistakes.- . You know, mother, I never

liked being blamed about anything, and

you used to be so patient. Ido not want
him to know that all this vexes me, as 1

do not want him to think I am silly
ami susceptible. The consequence is 1

keep everything to myself, and then I am

insanely worried and shy. You cannot

imagine your poor little daughter shy, I

a msure. 1 always used to say every-
thing that came into my head, and every-
one used to laugh and be amused, so that
whenever I came into the room at home

1 used to be more or less entertaining.
Now I always look at Leon first, ami

then when I have looked at him, F lose all

any self-assurance, and say the most

stupid things. I can assure you that 1
have never been so stupid. The other

evening I heard two old ladies talking
about some, young wife, and they said
that very often, after being the liveliest

of girls, women grew very silent after

their marriage. They were very likely
talking about me. There were several
other young wives in the room, but they
were certainly not silent. They were in

the midst of a circle of young men, and

were laughing heartily. 'They were most

flippant and impertim nt when they talked
to their husbands, and the husbands

seemed to think they wore very charm-

ing. Leon was. with them for some time,
ami he laughed heartily with them. He

scarcely ever laughs like that when he is

with me. and he tells* mo constantly not

to be childish. I listened to these women

and they were not at all witty, ami were

eeitainly not much prettier than I am.

Their hair was done better perhaps, and

they handled fbeix fails coquettishly, ami

lookjed about -with, a,, great deal of: self-

assurance. I: wish tl ha<l more ■ sell -assur-

ance. and ronld feel that I did not bore

people. 1 have travelled a great deal,
but so have other ami travelling
seems to bore-pcdplo; so that it would do
no good talking to Anyone about ihy
travels. 1 expect everyone has read the

books 1 have read, so it is no use talk-

ing books. The old ladies I meet al-

ways give me advice about housekeeping.
The j other evening a lady/asked mo

whether 1 was not sometimes homesick

in t.his now country, ami I told her 1

xvas.| Leon asked me afterwards what we
had »been talking about, and I told him
sho ha«l been telling me about her life.

He frowned, a'ud £ai<i she would have

been wiser to have kept her own counsel.

She had not told me anything improper.
Leon seemed to know a great many

horrid things about people, for he speaks

so conteniptously about many of them,
ami particularly about the women. I.

don’t like that, and I always wonder

why he seems to take pleasure in meeting
them if he despises them so much. Men

s< «mi to me quite different from us. There

are so many things they do not under-

stand. They do not know, for ii-stance,
how they hurt our feelinws at times, for

they are constantly saying t l ings at

the wrong time, ami things that would

be better left unsaid.

And then, too, sometimes we women

are <o tired, so deadly tired. Men hate

that, ami it makes them impatient, if

we try to hide that we are tired, that

makes them still more impatient. They
seem to find it very simple to be sudden-

ly married. It does not change anything
for them, whilst for us everything is

changed. Oh, mother, why do we not

remain girls at home? When I hear

people talking of honeymoons, and girls
wanting to be married, 1 laugh to my-
self. It is only at home when we are

girls that we taste the honey, and the

years then are only like months or even

days. When we are once married the

days seem like years! You cannot think

how old 1 feel! 1 am quite surprised
every day to find that I have no wrinkles
yet and no white hair, for 1 feel so very
old! 1 wish I could feel as gay as I

used' to be. Do you remember, mother,
how mad I used to be, springing over the

chairs and walking on stilts? Whenever
I think of those old days the tears come

into my eyes. It seems as though my

stilts were friends 1 had lost.* I have

never told Leon that. I could ’walk on

stilts. I wonder what he would say. I

often wonder what he would think now

about everything, and then 1 am quite
silent while 1 am thinking about all this,
and Leon is bored, and I see him yawn

and pick up a newspaper. The tears

come into my eyes then, and I blame

myself. What can one talk about to

num, mother? You and father were al-

ways talking, and father never yawned
ami picked up his newspaper, unless it.

happened to be newspaper time. .1 have

seen Leon pick his up again, when he

had already read it through in the morn-

ing. Once when he put it down and

went out of the room, I just looked to

see what he had been reading. It was a

stupid speech about customs ami export
ami import duty, and I burst out cry-

ing to think he .preferred that to talking
to me. ,

“How is.it thab he is interested when

other women talk to him about, their

dress, and he yawns when I talk about

myselfT’ i‘suppose I am too susceptible,
but you always spoilt, me so. mother

dearest. Doyon remember howl used to

kneel by you on the hearth, stroking your
hands, ami tell yon lots and lots of

things about myself. You used to tell

me things; too,' and • we Were so happy
together. Whenever I think about you,
in bed at night, my pillow gets very wet.

I dream sometimes that I am asking you
for advice, but I .always wake up before
you have given it. Then, too. I feel so

lonely all through the day, and I cannot

get accustomed to this loneliness. Leon

is delighted when I tell him how 1 have
longed for his return, and how many
times I have been to th<‘ dooy to’lbok

for himT But he never tfyinks how long
th? day is to nn*. Every hour seems

twelve hours. I never talk to him about

this, and if 1 did I am sure he would

merely say: ‘Oh1, women, women!’ or

'You are nervous or fanciful!* or some

other disagreeable thing, such as no one

ever said to me before. Was 1 eyer ner-

x ous or fanciful, mother dear? Some-

times, too, I am dreadfully worried, for

I am so pale now, and my face is getting
so thin. I wonder whether I have some

disease that 1 know nothing about—a

cancer, or consumption, perhaps. I may
die of this disease, and Leon will never

know how much I loved him, and I shall

not have made him at all happy. lie

will m ver know how happy I could have

made him if he had not been so reserved.

J hen 1 harden myself, and Leon and I

go on for some days just like? two friends,
one always away from home, and one al-

ways indoors, but neither of ns knowing
what, the other one is thinking. Some

times 1 think it would be better to make

a scene, as then he might get angry,
but at any rate he would not be bored.

1 had always had such a horror, though,
of any storms and discussions, and had

always determined that no cloud should

ever come into our sky. At present the

brilliant blue sky and the everlasting
sunshine weary me, ami I should like

some clouds!
“Whenever Leon says something that

annoys me horribly, 1 smile, and do not-

reply, and I am very proud of my calm-
ness. Sometimes 1 fancy he looks vexed

that I will not show 1 am annoyed. [

am most obedient, just as I promised at

the altar. When he asks me to do any-

thing, 1 do it—unless I forget all about

it. 1 am getting so forgetful, too. I

seem to have? nothing but faults. How

is it that I never seemed to worry you,
mother dear. I suppose it is that every-
thing seemed natural to you, because

you had always known me. Ia?on has

only known me a year. I was a stranger
to him before that. He never even knew

that I was in the world. How was it

that he fancied he was in love with
me? He was quite mistaken evidently.

“When he is asleep 1 often look at him

for a long time, as the eyes I am afraid

of are then closed, and I think then

how much F wish I could set him free

again. so that he might be happy with

someone else. It is very disappointing
mother dear, for you see I have -turned
out very unsatisfactorily. You brought
hie up so carefully, am! you thought I
should be a model young wife. You did

not. tell me anything about all the dilli

< allies there might be, and now. well,
sometimes I am so homesick that 1 long
to come back to von.

“When T am homesick like this, I

cannot bear the view from the window

here, ami I draw the curtains. Leon

then romes bark, 'grumbles at the dark-

ness, ami pulls back the curtains on<e

more. I try to look pleasant, ami ask

him perhaps whether he has had a

great deal of work. It seems to me

that such a question is very natural
and very innocent, but he answers curt-

ly. picks up a book perhaps, and begins
to read. I watch him until he suddenly
asks me whether I have not something

to do. Soimdliiug to do. of course I

have. Why, I am always doing some-

thing when he is not theic. I ->ometimes

think, mother, that I ought not to hive

married.
“it seems to me that marriage is a

big game of Patience. There are hun-

dreds ami hundreds of t . H d<, and when

one <loe« not lit in w< torture ourselves

lor years, ami the game will not go
right, simple as it all look< when it is

really iinished. When 1 think I have
the right «ard. an I it does not go, I
dare not try another and then I sup-
pose 1 wait 100 long, for no mailer what

1 do I never hit on th<‘ right moment.

I never intendc«l to tell you all this,
but in your letter you reproach me for

not confiding in you, and that certainly
is the last straw. And now that I have

written, 1 shall regret it when ome my
letter has gone, for yon will think I
do not love Leon. I would die for him

willingly if only I knew that he would

then be happy. I would tear my heai t
out lor him. If only I could be g?v. as

I used to be, he would perhaps he hap-
pier. When I try to lie gay and to

laugh I always cry now. And yet every-
one thinks I am happy, and that I am

fortunate in having such a husband.
I think I certainly am fortunate, as, by
the side of him I find other men insig-
nificant and dull and insipid. 'There is
not even one th.it 1 could like well
enough to make Leon jealous. I can-

not, find anything to say to other men.

I only wish I could llirt with them just
to rouse Leon. 1 sup]>ose llirt ing is not

one of my accomplishments, for I posi-
tively cannot bring myself to it. It
seems hypocritical, and I do not like the
idea of lowering myself to it. I can-

not ask any advice about all this. All
the young women I know are too much

oceupied with their own affairs, and the

older women have forgotten the time
when they were young, and so conhl
not help me. Oh, I wish I were old, for
then all my troubles would be over. Tf

I were old I should not be trying to

solvo enigmas. I should be calm ami

tranquil, and not merely pretending to
lie so, whilst in reality I am raging.

“And this is only the beginning of

things, (he first year of my married life!
If every year is to be like this one I shall

get desperate. I never eared much about

society, hut at present I should like to

dance for ever and go out. every night
for the sake of not staying at home.

Just think how I must be suffering,
mother, to say that, for there is nothing
J love so inm-li as being alone with Leon.

I should like to se<‘ no one else and to

speak to no one else.

“Oh, mother, you opened the flood-

gates yourself, ami now I am keeping no-

thing back. I shall wait two days be-

fore sending my letter, ami if at the end

of that, time I am sensible again I shall

burn this and send, v<ni one like my

How to Keep Cool.
V.J During the Hot Weather every one can obtain great

relief by bathing in water containing a few drops of

frjl Condy’s Fluid. A “ Condy’s Fluid Bath” imparts a

jS Delicious and lasting sensation of Coolness, Freshness

and Purity. It cools, strengthens and invigorates the
rS body and braces the nerves. The Cooling effect is

R| Simply Magical. It is so lasting.
Of all Chemists and Stores. Buy •* CONDY’S FLUID.”

O Guaranteed to contain NO Permanganate of Potash.

J CONDY’S FLUID CO., GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, ENGLAND.
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other* (which Ix*on did not care to read,
as he *ai cl there wan nothing in them).
I wa* wretched that he should have seen

them, and 1 am wretched now' because

no doa* not care to read them, as it

proven how little he cares for me. 1 shall

not read my letter through, as it is so

carelessly written ”

w * * * »

“0h„ mother, I must tell you what has
happened and how changed everything
is—-

as 1 had finished writing my let-
ter I heard I aeon’s footsteps, i Hung the

letter into the drawer of my table, could

not stop to shut the drawer, and rushed

into the next room t<» bathe my eyes for

the twentieth time. As I was drying
them 1 saw Leon iti the doorway.

*• ’What are you doing?” he asked.
“ Oh,’ 1 answered, trying to laugh, ‘I

liad such a headache, and so—well, 1

thought I would bathe my forehead.’
‘‘•Ah!’ he said, amt immediately walk-

ed away.
“Not another word, but just that

•Ah.’ I hurst out crying again as soon

as he had gone, and I went on crying
until dinner time. Just as 1 was pre-
paring to go down to dinner the maid

came to tell me that my husband had

penne urgent business and could not dine

just then, and that he had told them

that my head was bad, so that perhaps
1 should not Ik* going down to dinner.
'Ah a matter of fact, 1 was very hungry,
but did not like to say anything dif-

ferent from what Lyon had told them,

and so told tin* maid to bring something

up to my room.

“Afte renting as much as [ dared I

went- into the next room. Remembering

my letter, 1 went across to the desk to

lock the drawer, but to my horror found
that the letter was not there. I opened
all the other drawers, looked in my blot-

ter, wondered when* 1 could have put it,
and then, getting desperate, searched the
room. I looked under the chairs, under

the divan, every when* 1 could think of.

Finally, exhausted with my tit of weep-

ing and with the new worry, 1 lay down

for a few minutes on the divan and soon

fell fast asleep. I must have slept for a

long time, as it waa dark when 1 opened
my eyes. 1 heard someone moving
about, and discovered that it was ja>on.

“ "Is your head better?’ lie asked with a

strange accent in liis tone.
“ ’Yes, thank you. Where have you

been ?” 1 asked.

“‘I had some very important papers
to examine.’

‘•Just at this moment the servant came

in with a lamp, and 1 saw his face. I
ordered dinner to Ire served, and then,
the thought of my letter coming back to

me, I went across to my writing-table
again, and once more opened the

drawer.
“

‘Are you looking for anything’’ ask-
ed Leon.

“ ‘Yes, a leter.’ I answered. ‘I was

writing to mother, and thought 1 left

my letter here. There is nothing import-
ant in it, but all the same 1 do not like

losing it.’
“ ‘Ah, yes, I can understand that. Un-

important though it may be it is dis-

agreeable to have one’s letters fall into
other people’s hands.’

‘‘He put his hand on his coat as he

spoke, and I saw the corner of my letter

in his pocket. 1 thought 1 should faint,
and, as our eyes met, I covered my face

with my hands. There was dead silence
for what seemed to me an eternity. I

was .waiting just as a child might have

done who deserved a whipping. I.eon

did not speak, and finally 1 looked up

again. He was watching me, and his

eyes had such a mischievous expression
in them, that I suddenly burst out

laughing. He joined in my laughter, and

we laughed as we had never done before.
He stood up and held out his arms to

me, and I rushed across to him, and had

the hardest work not to burst out crying
once more. He sat down ami drawing
me on his knees said in a low voice:

“ ‘Forgive me, please, and 1 will never

do it again 1’

“I could not speak, and he continued
in the same low voice:

“ ‘And so you would have died for me,
but von dared not tell me what was

the matter. Am I such a terrible man

as all that? If 1 had not found that

letter just thiirk what would have hap-
|H-ned. Things would have gone from
bad to worse, for every day we should
have understood each other less and less,
and merely because you were not quite
sincere and frank. Women are not quite
such simpletons as you think we are.

For months I had been worrying because
1 did not know' how to make you happy,
and certainly if 1 had had a mother I

should not have hesitated so long before

asking her advice.
“He went on for a long time talking

to me like tiiis, ar.d kissing me every

time he stopped talking. I tried to get
my letter back, but he would not let me

have it.
“ ‘You must send the letter,’ he said,

‘and in the future if things begin to go
M’rong, and you have not the courage
to tell me, write to your mother, and

put the letter in the same drawer. I
will always try to ifind it. in time. For

the present, if you are still homesick wn

-will take a little trip, and go and pay

your mother a visit.’
“I am notso homesick as Iwas, mother

darling, but we shall perhaps come

and see you all the same.’’

SELF-DESTRUCTION

Every act, every thought, every rush

of passion, every emotion, every move-

ment of muscle or mind uses up some

of the substance of our bodies, just as

every step in walking helps to wear out

our shoes. Food repairs the loss to

some extent, but. the power to digest
food grows less from year to year with

use. That is the reason, sooner or later,
we must die.

Now take note. The faster you live,
the more you waste; the more you throw

away, the sooner you come to the end.

Once more. The great waster, the great
thief of life is illness. Then, you may

lose in a month what might have lasted

a year, and (remember!) not merely of

flesh and strength, but of the power to

get it back.
Here is where Mother Sergei's Syrup

docs its wonderful work. It gives you
liack lost power. Not all of it, for then

you could live for ever; but most of it.

Convincing proof of this is afforded by
this letter of Mr. Williaim H. Waugh, of

Eve Street, Toowoomba, Queensland,
dated October Bth, 1907: “I used to be
a martyr to biliousness and liver com-

plaint. Often I was unable to work for

days at a -time and had to lie up. I
loathed'the sightof food, and was unable

to sleep, had a foul taste in my mouth,
a thickly coated tongue, and felt al-

together worse than I am able to de-

scribe. Numerous medicines and various

methods of treatment having failed to

benefit me, I began, some eight or nine

years ago, a course of Mother Seigel’s
Syrup. I was led to do so by the earnest

recommendation of a fellow-workman,
who was very enthusiastic about the

merits of that remedy. I had not taken

many doses before the acute pain be-

tween the shoulders, which had so long
tortured me, began to subside. Soon 1

could get about with greater ease than

I had been able to do for a long time,
and my appetite returned. Ten bottles

of the Syrup completed my cure; and

though I still occasionally take a dose,
that is only as a precaution.”

A UNITED FAMILY.

An old couple in Glasgow were in a

very depressed state owing to dull trade.

Thinking their son in America would

help them, they wrote, stating their
trouble, and that if he did not help

them, they would have to go to the poor-
house.

Three weeks passed, and then came a

letter from their son, saying:
“Dear Mitlier aid Faitlier—Just wait

anither fortnicht an’ I’ll come hanie an’

gang wi’ ye. Your affectionate son.”

H Artistic,Distinctive
Furniture && &

i jl TEyff ODERN FURNITURE must be artistic,

| M IVI attractive and distinctive, as well as

JT I |W H II The extensive stockof furniture

I SL l 1 we are now showing meets all these

▼ •• requirements, and in addition is priced
S *■ Si moderately.

II l| // THE DININGROOM SUITE shown above is a

I v I A’l6 cxamPl° of our WOl*k. It is of solid fumed

| *1 ' fcMrawMii*H Oak, strongly made, serviceable and handsome—-

|raj I 'll a suite you would be proud of.

| II
jr

=
~ consists of 5 ft. Sideboard, with Copper

Ml 7 J I Panels, Cathedral Glass in top cupboard, and
r-I | ilx -

1 I (IP mantel, 4 ft. x 3 ft. tomatch ; Dining Table, 6 ft. x

A I In 3 ft* ®in *’ wfth onel°Orte leaf *» s ’x small and two
Arm Chairs in leather of any color. Complete in

~

SoUd Oak jOg.

I IN OUR SPLENDIDLY EQUIPPED FACTORY WE WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF ATTRACTIVE FURNI-

MAKE TO OKDKIt FURNITURE OF ANY DESIGN AT TURK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. WE HAVE AT
REASONABLEPRICES.

ALL TIMEg A LARGK SELECTION OF QUEEN ANNE,

OTHER ArV’f!”: CHIPPENDALE AND SHERATON FURNITURE. YOU

FURNITURE REPAIRED AND RE-POLISHED. AHE VERY WELCOME TO INSPECT IT.

Smith Caughey, Ltd.
5 j-

„
AUCKLAND, —
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Books and Bookmen

My Story. Hall Caine, London,
William Heinemann, 21, Bedford-
street, W.C.).,

An autobiography of an author, about

whose title to high literary reputation
opinions are so divided will be found of

more than ordinary interest and instruc-

tion. An author, too, who was not only the

friend and housemate of the late Dante

Gabriel Rossetti during the last dark days
of that highly gifted poet-painter’s life,
but also the friend or gifted acquaint-
ance of such meh of genius and talent
as John Ruskin, It. I). Blackmore. Wilkie

Collins, Robert Buchanan, T. S. Brown,
Henry Irving. Tennyson, and Gladstone.

In the opening chapters, Mr Caine tells

us of his own lowly origin, and the pov-

erty in which he was brought up—a

poverty that was shorn of the sordid-

ness that generally accompanies that foe
to education and culture, because “it
was poverty' so sweet, so dean, so free

from want, that in all the years since, I

have never seen wealth that has seemed

to me so human and so beautiful.”

At an early' age Mr. Caine went to

Liverpool, where he was apprenticed to

an architect and builder. But always
the literary side was uppermost, and we

find him joining various societies and
guilds that were educational in their

scope. Then Mr. Caine took to lectur-

ing, and in one of these lectures under-

took the defence of Dante Gabriel Ros-

setti. whose action in exhuming his

wife’s body, after a sepulchre of seven

years, to recover some manuscripts that

he had buried with her. had brought down

upon the luckless poet’s head a storm of
denunciation and adverse criticism. A

year later this lecture was printed, and

Mr. Caine ventured to send a copy of it

to Rossetti. In its acknowledgment be-

gan the correspondence which led up to
the intimate friendship that was to end

only with Rossetti's death. In some of

the notices of Mr. Caine’s autobiography
its author r.as been held guilty of ex-

ceedingly questionable, taste in giving
to the reading public a detailed account
of Rossetti's fatal weakness for drugs,
and in showing the moral deterioration
that took place in the poet, a deterior-

ation inevitable to .victims of the drug
habit. But it is impossible to read

“My Story” without crediting Mr. Caine

with 'the highest motives for this pub-
licity. For it cannot be gainsaid that
the truth about Rossetti is not nearly
so damaging to his reputation as the

lies that were half truths, that had been

written and circulated about him. And
we are convinced that Hall Caine has

gone through more travail of mind and

spirit in this presentment of the truth

than his critics and h: s detractors in the

aggregate.
The quarrel between George Buchanan

(author of that powerful story, “God
and the Man”), who was the writer of

the article in the “Contemporary” that

contributed so largely' to the undoing of

Rossetti, is mentioned.; and also the splen-
did atonement afterwards made by Bu-

chanan by' the dedication of his greatest
work to Rossetti. Much that is new and

interesting of Rossetti and his contem-

poraries. will be found in the chapters
devoted to the .poet painter. After Ros-

setti’s death, Mr. Caine entered the jour-
nalistic arena, and had the good for-
tune to meet with a generous editor, of

whom he speaks in highly’ eulogistic
terms. So well did Mr. Caine deserve

the £lOO a year that was given to him

as retainer that his editor wrote to him

saying that he was so sensible of the

value of his services that his salary as

“Free Lance” was to be raised to £l5O.

Being assured at least of bread and but-

ter and a shelter by this then generous

retainer Mr. Caine was at least safe

from that spectre of starvation that has

dogged the steps and too often cut short
the careers of' our greatest writers.

“The Shadow of a Crime” was bis first
venture, into the world of fiction, and
it is interesting, if rather dispiriting, to

read of the travail Mr. Caine went

through in its making and prior to its
publication. “A Son of Hagar” fol-
lowed, but Mr. Caine did not “arrive”
until after the “'Deemster" was pub-
lished. Since then he has had no diffi-
culty in finding either a publisher or a

sympathetic public. Probably no au-

thor has better deserved or more hardly
earned the measure of popularity he
How enjoys despite adverse criticism.

Of critics, Mr. Caine says: "There is
only one writer who can really injure
any author, and that writer is himself.
If his work is bad, it will die of the

seeds of dissolution it carries within it,
but if it is good it will live, and long
liefore the little turmoils of critical con-

demnation have passed into the limbo
of fatuities the public will stand abashed
and wondering at eensure so stupid and

so unaccountable. He that hath the
bride is the bridegroom.” While agree-
ing in the main with the foregoing utter-

ance, it must not be forgotten that
critics have their uses. And"the writer
is not born that can afford to despise
an honest critic. For an honest critic
can make and unmake. And if a writer

is not good, or if he prostitutes the
talent entrusted to him, the sooner he is
unmade or made good the better both

for himself and posterity. And the ad-
verse criticism that is the outcome of

personal animus or envy will, as in

Buchanan's case, be repented of in sack-
cloth and ashes.

If there is a false note struck in this
book, it is the note of abject humility
that Mr. Caine is continually striking
throughout his “Story.” A man who
has the gift of seeing face to face with
humanity, that this man has, has no need
to affect humility towards any’ save his

Creator. And this affectation of hu-

mility, which Mr. Caine confounds with

gratitude, is the one blemish in a l ook

that we feel the better for having read.
Much more could be written about “My
Story,” but it would hardly be fair to
its author, to whom we wish as large a

circulation as the intense interest of its

subject deserves.

The Blue Ocean's Daughter,
Cyrus Townsend Bracy (New York:

Moffat, Yard and Co.)

The excellence of Dr. Brady’s style
is too well known to need recapitula-
tion, and we need say nothing further

than that “Blue Ocean's Daughter” is
written with tins autnor’s usual spirit-
edness and intimate knowledge of his

subject. The period chosen is that of

the War of Independence, and the prin-
cipal scenes are laid upon the high seas

between the west coast of England and

America, and the story opens where the

American merchant ship Hiram and
Susan is being chased by H.M. cruiser

Rockingham. The Hiram and Susan,
which was commanded by her owner. Cap-
tain Hiram Hubbell, was not only carry-

ing arms for Captain Hubbell’s com-

patriots. but also a large amount of gold
specie which had been sent by French
sympathisers to assist in throwing off

the English yoke. The Rockingham
proving the faster vessel, overtook the

Hiram and Susan, and, after a fierce

fight, she was captured. On being
boarded by Lieutenant Mornington and

a prize crew from the Rockingham, it

was found that Captain Hiram had been

killed by a villainous Italian, who, ow-

ing him a grudge, had chosen the oppor-

tunity to pay it in the general melee

that prevailed before the Hiram and
Susan was taken.

In the master's place Lieutenant Morn-

ington found, to his astonishment, a

slim boy, who proved, on further ac-

quaintance, to be the master’s daughter
and successor in command. How Mr.

Mornington and Susan learn to love one

another, and how Susan, conspiring «ith

the Hiram’s mate, strategetically recap-
tures the ship because a point of honour

is involved in her reaching Boston in

safety, and how she endangers the loss

of her lover, ancl, indeed, does lose him

for a space, and how one of the forces of
nature, seemingly determined to lend a

hand to one of its children, raises a tre-

mendous storm which drives the Hiram

and Susan ashore a total wreck, but

saves the lovers, must be read to be

appreciated at its full value..
A more thoroughly wholesome story

it would be difficult to imagine, and if

its heroine resembles somewhat Miss

Grimshaw’s celebrated heroine, Vaihiti
it is an imitation that redounds to

Dr. Brady's credit as being more femi-

nine. Dr. Brady is also to be congra-

tulated on the happy manner in which he

has brought out the best characteristics
of both English and American in

this stirring story. Englishman or

American can read it without any

hurt either to their patriotism or their

amour propre. Ixive is the salve that

is to heal the wounds caused by the

War of Independence.

Round the Fire Stories. Arthur Conan
Doyle. (London: George Bell and

•Sons.)

For sheer gruesomeness, though of a

strong virile sort, the seventeen short

stories that comprise this Ixiok would lie

impossible to beat. Perhaps no greater
tribute could lie paid to their author

than to say that white we hated the
realism, the sordidness, the horror, the

low estimate of human nature shown in

their conception, and the maximum of

truth that underlies their seeming fiction,
we were forced to admire the diabolic in-
genuity, the machiavelian humour, and

the literary ability that has gone to

their making. But we prefer the prob-

able and even the abnormal to the super
natural, and think some of the stories
of the book rather a tax on the credulity
of the reader. We differ, too. from Sir

Arthur Conan Doyle as to the ideal atmo-
sphere in which to read these “Stones
Hound the Fire," and wonder whether
he is serious when he hopes that they
will give his readers pleasure, And we

also venture to think that a spook of

such intelligence ami discrimination as

the spook of “The Brown Hand" would
have discovered that the second substi-

tute was a misfit. That there are more

things in heaven and earth than are

dreamt of in our philosophy is Ix-yond
dispute and the supernatural should not

be burlesqued. Stories that have for

their theme the unmasking of villiany.
the presentment of romance, doughty
deeds of valour and historic interest are

what we most appreciate from the pen
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

DELIA.

Around the World
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The World of Fashion

(By MARGUERITE.)

fee li'ihk i-oiu .»»<• ji>exp* risivr materials
now employed for juvenile garments, and

t?o easily an they put together thanks

to the perforated paper patterns—that

any mother of moderate means and a

certain amount «»f leisure may provide
}.( r young daughter with a wardrobe al-

ma.*! as dainty and varied as that order-

ed for the minor heiress of a multi mil-
lionaire.

simple school frock.

For lessons and play there is nothing
more practical for small girls than the

frocks of galatea, striped percale of hair-
lined linen suiting, which are to be found

in all the popular blues and pinks, varied

with white, gray or t in. These are made

Up in the simplest manner possible, usual-

ly in one piece, with three wide box

plaits, bark and front, pressed and often
stitched to the waistline, but Haring be-

low the belt, and with a one-tone sailor

collar and dickey. Natural and tobacco

coloured linens are made up in a similar

manner, brightened with rod linen collar

Fnd dickey <o relieved by those of white

pique, which lend an air of freshness to

a dark frock that can be worn for sev-

eral days.

GUIMPE DRESSES.

Girl’s chambray guimpe dresses in

pink, blue and pale green have skirts of

two distinct tvpes—the one. deeply side-
plaited and Haring from waist to hem

and the slightly gored, with
the fulness shirred into the belt. But.

in both instances the chemisette and
collar are of white allover embroidery
and there are narrow revers faced w’th

the frock material and edged with a line

of fancy white braid similar to that fin-

ishing the bottom of the skirt. Some of
these chambray frocks are exact replicas
of the elan tartans so much worn dur-

ing the winter, and are trimmed with
turreted bands of plain colour, which

form panels from shoulder to hem or

traverse the blouse diagonally, thus
forming a waist length V, back and

front. This- latter trimming method de-

mands a similarly shaped guimpe. which

to remain stationary, should be attached
to a nnwlin body.

TRIMMED WHITE WITH COLOURS.

Rather a novel departure from the

all white scheme in the design of small

girls’ frocks io the fad for trimming

some of the heavier linens and cottons

with plain ami striped materials of con-

trasting colour. The idea is charm-
ingly developed in the ease of a school

dress of the jumper order, the side-

plaited, knee-length skirt being banded
above the hem with navy blue percale;
which also outlines the neck, short

sleeves and waistline, while a coat frock

of white shrunken cotton has a front

panel, Ixdt, collar and cuffs of red and
white galatea, daintily hand-embroider-
ed in rod wash cotton. Frocks go

treated, however, are only suitable for
informal use, and in the same catagory
as those intended for school and play.

UTILITY HATS.

Quite useless is it to deny that the
happy, healthy little lady its exceedingly
hard on her head gear, for she loves to

play out of doors. The most practical
of play hats are those of rough straw,
rather Hat in shape, trimmed with bands
of washable ribbon. Therse would best
be of brown straw, which is almost sun-

proof, whereas the more attractive look-

ing blues and pink quickly fade and lend

thlir wearei*a shabby appearance. There

are various kinds of pique hats which
will withstand an immense amount of ill

treatment and submit to indefinite

laundering. One shape is somewhat like
gyytoo( flhdylqi shY mfw m m mb

the. popular fiat with a broad stitched

brim and a detachable crown; another
is of the lingerie model, and a third
is like a. stringless .sunbonnet, which

hooks beneath the chin and possesses
the merit of protecting the infantile com-

plexion ami keeping the hat from blow-
ing about the eyes.

LINGERIE HEADGEAR.

Headgear of embroidery, mull and lace
never goes out of favour with the

younger generation, and each reason be-
comes more Huffy and fascinating. In

shape it varies somewhat from that of

a. twelvemonth ago, in uiat crowns are

slightly higher and brims more Haring
and rather more needlework than net

and lace is employed. Some of the new

lingerie hats are entirely of shirred mull
and not to be detached from their wire
frames. For that reason they are rather

shunned by mothers of liihited bank ac-

counts or economical tastes. Neverthe-

less, trimmed with- broad white ribbon

bows and provided with chin ties they
are a fascinating frame for a ros'e-tinted
face, and well withstand several months
of disc reat in* a ge.

&

The threatened triumph of the high-
crowned hat has come to naught; its
pride has been brought low, and almost

tlat millinery once more the vogue. It

docs not look flat, however, when crown-

ed with a multitude of flowers made of
ostrich curled or uncurled, or with the
swatliery of tulle that forms the fash-

ionable mob greatly beloved at present.
No arbitrary rules are being exercised

now with regard to the matching of toil-
ettes and millinery; on the other hand,
there is an enormous predilection evinced

for pure white, pale grey, and black, ele-

gantly relieved with feathers of such neu-

tral shades as grey and-a delicate fawn.
These under a sunny sky look lovely and

eool.

When flowers arc Used strange colours
are chosen for them. Curious, too, aro

the hues that appertain to foliage. What
do you think of a wreath of deep purple
leaves from which spring sprays of deadly
nightshade in the natural purple colour
of the flower?

The bride who has not an extensive
trousseau cannot do better than to in-

clude in it one white serge suit made

with a short skirt and a neatly tailored
rather simple coat. With this she may

wear a severely tailored white linen
shirtwaist in the morning, one of fine
muslin in the afternoon and a rather
elaborate net or lace blouse in the even-

ing, provided she is not stopping at an

ultra fashionable hotel or a private,
house.

The litlhxbridesimiids were in white satin covered with cream net, mob cap® ami

pale blue sashes. The older bridesmaids’ also wore eream net with blue sash.
'Their hats were in cloud colour, pale Hue, and silver.

The bridesmaids were the Hon. Mary yVestenra. Miss Margaret Drexel, and

Miss Rosamond Grosvenor, wearing ivOry satin dresses, veiled in figured net,
and trimmed with JaCe-edged fichus, and paTn blue satin sashes. They hail satin
lulls matching the sashes. They carried bouquets of white roses and lilies of the
valley tied with white satin ribbons. Besides the bridesmaids eight children
walked hand in hand. 'They made a charming group, dressed after a portrait of

tiarah lardy Jersey as a child, with whito muslin frocks over satin, and blue sashes
find with mob caps trimmed with blue ribbons, blue satin ehoes and old-fashioned

blue mittens.

LADY CYNTHIA NEEDHAM'S HEIRLOOM VEIL AND HER BRIDESMAIDS’
DRESSES.

DIRECTOIRE GOWN OF SORREL

GREEN CLOTH, TRIMMED WITH

SOUTACHE.

BfflPDCORSETS
S*ve t®'e figure the ideal ‘
poise and swing. With

perfect support, they give
perfect gracefulness. Mod-.

,a i I e*!ed on true fiyg*en *c

« principles, they conduce

to perfect health. The
'9 P.D. is the modern Corset

I Par exce^ence’ al&e tor

. 2 the working woman and

; the woman of fashion. 5
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Red Roses and Gold Apples.

Whether to choose wreaths or hats
for the bridesmaids is a milter of indi-

vidual taste, the maid, woo followed

Lady Dorothy Godolphin Osborne to the

altar wore chaplets of green leaves, bun-

ched at the sides with pink blossoms
and blue ribbon, which hung in loops.

An extremely pretty effect is produced
when the bridesmaids as well as the

bride wear white robes, and the brides-
maids follow the example of the bride

in decking their hair with chaplets of

flowers or foliage. Veils are added in

many cases.

With their green leaf ' wreaths the
bridesmaids just mentioned wore white
mousseline satin toilettes, and very pic-
turesque capes of blue satin fastened on

the shoulders with links of padded satin

and edged with ball fringe. Their skirts
were perfectly plain, and the dresses

were belted with white satin sashes heav-

ily fringed at the ends.

Another question which individual
taste must decide is whether bouquets,
prayer books, or baskets of flowers shall

be carried by the bridesmaids. The bride

as a rule chooses a nosegay, though in

many instances of late a prayer book
bound in white kid or carved ivory has
been preferred.

Wedding Rings—Price One

Penny.

It is a moot point among the brides

of to-day whether the train should be of

the regulation Court shape and length Or

of the ordinary round type, and whereas

formerly every magnificently attired
bride chose a Court train, it is quite cus-

tomary in these days for the more unob-

trusive train to be ordered.

A very charming story is told in Lon-

don of the wedding ring worn by a re-

which represents a little pinafore frock

in checked cinnamon and white over a

white shirt.

©ent bride, which was actually “turned”
for her by a friend whose skill in metal
work is well konwn. This expert worker

in precious metals has actually “turned”
upwards of a hundred wedding rings for
his friends, and. charges the bridegroom
a single penny only for the symbolic cir-

clet.
There are many beautiful fancies in

Wedding ring Loro, Several brides have of

late revived the old fashion of inscribing
a. posy inside the ring. Some such words
»s “For ever and for aye,” “Till death
do us part,” or, more prosaically, the

name of the bridegroom and the date of
the marriage, are traced inside the ring.

Very simple, withal charming, is the

frock of tussore for a child sketched

here. Velvet ribbon or stitched taffetas

trims it.

A simple afternoon frock, with two

wains only, and a fastening on the left

side. Intended for linen, serg •, cloth,
or cashmere, with tucked white silk yoke
and sleeves, or can be worn over a blouse.

CHILD'S FROCK

A CHILDS FROCK

WHY HAVE GREY HAIR 1

HEMSI.EY BURNET'S HAIR COLOR
RESTORER positively restores grey or

faded hair to its na.turijl color, and makes

It lifelike and glossy. Price, 4/0 posted.

Depilatory for permanently mid painlessly
removing hair from face, heck, or arms,

4/8. Send stamps or postal notes to

UEMSLEY BORNICT, Hair Specialist, Cate
Cecil Buildings, Christchurch.

CO TAILOR-MADED
• CORSETS.

The most Stylish and perfect corset shape
ever created.

TtUol‘ Made Corsets bear the seal of
Publie Approval, and render other cornets

ordinary and antiquated. They are worn by up-

\ v f wm ds of Halfa.Million Smart Women in Europe,
and have been hailed by the Leading Fashion

a Experts as the Lightest, Daintiest, and most

/ ' elegant corsets extant.

G.B. Tailor-Made Corsets are Light as Air,
Stfeo ye*l t' iey are tl aara-’ltced 1° outlast two ordinary

corsets.

I A Single Trial is sufficient to Convince every

/ /Y woman of the immense superiority of C.B.

/ Tailor-Made Corsets overail other types.

f Obtainable in 50 types, at prices ranging
"

From to 4- Guineas
FROM ftLbPROaRESBIVE STORES ™ AUSTRALASIA.

A ZZZjWjM If any. difficnlly in procuring the correct

style write to :
F, kMoJsS/- Vjy a J. E. NEWPORT,SONS & Co.. Flinder*® Lane WELBOORFE.
r I A

„
Barrack Street, SYDNEY, or

> J.BUNTING, Central Honea.
WIBII HebronStreet, AUCKLAND.

SB
Footl J'lSk

UNTOUCHED BY HAND.

Prepared in a moment—-without cooking.
The ideal substitute for mother’s milk. IIsSL
Mellin’s Food may be given with safety
even to a new-born child. No starch- —-

no dried milk.

Mellin’s Food may be obtained at allchemists, stores. Cvc

TOO FAT
Are You? Then why not let us help you tv re luce your superfluous flesh? Would

you not like to be of normal weight and to enjoy the best of health ? If you cherish

that wish, let us help you to realise it. What v e have done, and arc doing for others,
with NORMAL OBESITY CURE we can dp for you. Let us lighten your heavy
burden and send you on life’s way rejoicing. Do not hesitate. Call at our offices, or

send us-your address, and we will post you a Free Sample of Normal Herbal Treat-

ment, also an interesting booklet on OBESITY. Enclose 3d. stamps for postage.

LondOll Spociolitios Agency, Office N 44 Castlereagh St., Sydney

By Appointment to His Ma ies,y the Kin K

BOV R IL
is ALL beef—prime beef in a readily digestible form.

That is why BOVRIL is so invigorating a beverage, so

strengthening a food, why Cooks find it so useful, why Doctors
and Nurses recommend it, why the sensible housewife will

have nothing in place of it.

THE BEST NATURAL APERIENT WATER.

Hunyadi Janos
For LIVER COMPLAINTS, OBESITY, Ac.

The ’’VIENNA MEDICAL PRESS" »*»•:-

“ Hunyadi Janos may be regarded as a specific for obesity-*

Average Dose,—A wineglassful before breakfast, either fare or diluted with

similar quantity of hot or cold water.

__ a wwrwwv Note the name
“

Henyadl Janos,** the of the Proprietor,

CAUTION ANnREAS BAXLEHNER, and the Medallion,on the Red Centre Part
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Boudoir Gossip

Women to Avoid.

BY COSMO HAMILTON.

I.—THE BEAUTIFUL WOMAN.

Thin is the age of specialism. Most men

and all women are experts in the thing

Of which they know nothing.

It would be an odd and wonderful ex-

perience to find a newspaper or magazine
to day in which there was no article on

something to avoid. Mr. Eustace Miles

piles haricot upon cauliflower in his pc-
tures of the horrible diseases that awaits

jnvat eaters; Sir Janies Crichton-Browno

hurls anathema and porterhouse steaks at

the head of all vegetarians, and plumps
for pork. If we were all to avoid those
things in which these experts have dis-

covered danger—from Protection to Free

Trade, from a strong Navy to the Serpen-
tine in summer, from corsets to apple
coies. from the gum on envelopes to the

mouth-piece of th-<‘ telephone, from the

air of the Tube to pipe-smoking, from

street noises to the domestic gramophone,
from old age pensions to excessive

wealth—we should starve on Monday
over-eat on 'Tuesday, go dry on Wednes-

day. drink too much on 'Thursday, insure

on Friday, sell up on Saturday, quarrel
violently with everyone on Sunday, and be

a source of misery to ourselves and our

friends and relations the whole of the

Week.

Luckily, however, all sensible men and

women are endowed with such an enor-

mous amount of egoism that the opinions
of self-constituted experts have very
little influence.

WE ARE ALL EXPERTS.

We all know far better than our next-

door neighbour, and the ignorant man

has infinitely more wisdom than the sage.

Be (hat as it may, knowing well that my

pvplonised wisdom w ill be regarded mere-

ly as concentrated essence of idiocy by

in\ foolhardy brothers. 1 spring into the

stadium as an expert, and exhort my

fellow-men to avoid the one and only
really dangerous matter that does so

much to ruin life. 1 mean, of course,

w«nnan.

Putting aside style and tine writing,
what 1 really mean by the word woman

i- not, believe me—for I am an optimist
—woman as an institution, but certain

tvpe- of women. These I will take in

their order, starling with the type of

women whom it is most necessary to

<i—the beautiful woman.

Now, although the beautiful woman is

the ‘.nl\ type of woman for whom, by

1 i ing born, there is any excuse, she is a

greater nuisance, a more constant source

of annoyance, fatigue, irritation, and

expense than all tire other types to avoid

rolled into one.

Like American millionaires ami South

African diamond merchants, who are

tolerated by civilised men ami women

Only because of their wealth.

BEAI'TIEI L WOMEN AKE PER

All TI ED TO SW ISH THROUGH LIFE

J NSi )LFXTIA . XRROGANTLY, SIM P-

IA BE( \I SE OF THEIR BEAUTY.

ko other type of women, however woman-

ly. would dream even of begging from

men the sort of active homage which

the beautiful woman demands and wins.

I do not wTh to suggest for a moment

that it is not the right of a beautiful

woman to turn all men instantly into

fatuou- and egregious fools, dog-carriers,
phonographic adulators, bankers, re-

ceivers of bad temper, outbursts

wounded vanity, paeans of discontent, and

quantities of ignorant and dogmatic
chatter. Of course it is heir right. Of

all living creatures the beautiful woman

is the only one who has the right to do,
to -a \. and to enforce others to do and to

Fax whatever she may Hioose. And

there you have the reason whv she is to

be avoided.

THE MAX WHO MARRIES THE

THAI Til l h WOMAN SHOULD BE

PRESEXTED WITH THE VICTORIA

CROSS,

in-tend » f whi«'h he gets penal servitude
for life. He d«—rises both. The husband

of beautiful woman is nothing else, just
a.-> a county cricketer is nothing but a

County cricketer, and an and or—a crew-

tnre who tomes to life every night at

eight o’clock and dies again at eleven-
t hiity.

As a wife, tlie beautiful woman is not

a. hobby, a help, a companion, the mender
of clothes, the superintendent of ser-

vants. She is a business, a tyrant, a

martinet, a proposition, a barometer, as

mechanical toy, a pilot into the bank-

ruptcy court.

Then. too. a beautiful woman is never

beautiful for her husband. She is beau-

tiful for everyone else. When not on

view 7 she is not worth seeing. In her

home she is always resting, like an act-

ress, for her next public appearance, and

being l>eautiful she is lazy, morbid,

generally given to ’some sort of self-in-

dulgence, utterly unintellectual, unuseful,
and studiously insincere.

1 say these things well knowing that

I shall get myself into trouble. I have

just been introduced to the most
beautiful woman in England. She is

married to my best friend. Trouble on

both sides. If I had thought it possible
that this dear good fellow could have

gone through a six months’ engagement
to this beautiful woman, without breaking
it oft' and disappearing suddenly to Cali-
fornia, or some such sunny spot—there

to melt and expand and become healed—-

-1 should have been compelled to break

my golden rule and give unasked-for ad-

vice. But I didn't think it was possible.
1 watched him lose his soul, his indi-

viduality. his freedom, his honesty, his

peace of mind, and his money for the

sake of this very beautiful woman. I saw

him fall more and more in love with his

deity, and daily become a more and more

pitiful object. In the voice of a man who

insists ch bathing in the Serpentine on

Christmas Eve he assured us all that
he was the happiest man in the world.

Every unpleasant thing that she could

invent for him to do she made him do.

She insisted upon his going shopping
with her: she dragged him to tea fights;

SHE AlADE HIM DROP GOLF AND

GIVE UP HIS PROFESSION.

He had twenty-live thousand a year and

went to the club every morning for

luncheon. She broke him of the innocent

habit of going to the Gaiety, and culti-

vated in him the distressing vice of

haunting the “serious” theatres. Long
before he was married he had begun to

talk about Art ami atmosphere and such-

like theatrical cant.

He has been married less than a year.

He is still the happiest man in the world,

but will never be less miserable. What

has he become I ask you? Just a inale-

nurse, a thing io utter fulsome flattery
whenever it is desired, a follower, a

creature who dare not‘state an opinion
for fear of being accused of arguing, a

keeper of the peace at any price.
Therefore, avoid the beautiful woman.

-J*

Fruit Preserving as Work for

Women.

Fruit-bottling ir; tin- latest industry to

afford a splendid opening to educated

women of small means (writes a Lon-

don pa pel1.)
Miss Edith Bradley, the pioneer of

the industry, who is an expert in all

agricultural and horticultural matters,

ami was for some years warden of Lady
Warwick's Agricultural College for Wo-

men, has described to an “Express” re-

presentative a good steriliser for bott-

ling fruit known as the "Mercia,” which

she invented, and which has been used

with great success by a very large num-

ber of women living in the country who

were anxious to add to their slender

incomes.-

“The art of bottling fruit is a simple
one to acquire, and the work is essen-

tially fitted for educated women,” she

said. “Gooseberries, plums, red cur-

rants, raspberries, black currants, apri-
cots, peaches, and tomatoes can be
bottled and kept indefinitely. The ster-

iliser, made of tin, consists of three
pieews—the body, the lid (with an open-

ing for insertion of thermometer), and a

perforated shelf on which to stand the

bottles to prevent the heat cracking
them. The fruit - to bo sterilised is pack-
ed into a glass jar or bottle, which

is then filled with cold water, and closed

by a glass or metal cap fastened by a

clip or screw. Heat can be supplied to

the steriliser in the customary ways.

"Most of the fruit bottled is for cook-

ing purposes, and such fruits as black

currants and damsons lose much of their

roughness, and are vastly improved by
bottling.

“It is an industry full of possibilities,
not one of the least being that it may
have the effect of keeping people in the
villages and cheeking the rush to the

cities by creating local industries. That

fresh fruit bottled in this way is keenly
appreciated in the winter and spring
has been shown in many eases. I know

of a baker in a west country town who,
with his wife and daughter, began bott-
ling fruit in a very small way some

years ago. The demand for the fruit

among the miners in South Wales be-

came so great that now he employes
one thousand girls to pick blackberries

every autumn.

"Many farmers complain that it does

not pay' them to send fresh fruit to the

London market owing to the great for-
eign competition, and farmers' daughters
in mauy parts are now doing well by-
bottling the fruit and selling it in the

countryside.”
America is coming rapidly- to the fore

with this new career for girls.
Alles Louise Cary-Smith, who lives at

a house called Pomona, in California,
has introduced a valuable addition to

invalid diet in the shape of El Verde
grape juice, which contains the actual

juice of the grape, bottled with infinite

care, and is said to be a more valuibl-,

nutritive in illness than evenbeef tea.

But successful fruit-bottling is not only
confined to American ladies, for the in-

dustry is being taken up in many English

villages and homes. Lady Algernon Gor-

don-Lennon has started the most flour-

ishing and successful work'- at the little
village of Broughton, in Oxford-hire.

What Men Know About Women.

A large number of books about wo-

men has been written by men, scien-

tific, sentimental, and suggestive.
But up to the present time, very little

is really known about this interesting

and expensive creature.

Woman in large masses, and regarded
abstractedly from a distance, is highly
objectionable. Because of her habit of

having children—criticised by many- as

an unfortunate .trait in itself—we could

not very- well get along without her.

And yet she is plainly, according to the

best “authorities,” physically- inferior.
She consumes food, uses up our natural

resources, wears hideous clothes, and

pays nothing for her immense privileges.
■She is a dead loss, regarded from arr

economic standpoint. She is mean, has

an undeveloped sense of honour, very

little character, and is a consummate

liar. All this she seems to be, in the

aggregate.
But—and this is highly important—•

the moment we apply- this rule about

Woman in the aggragate to woman in

particular, we find it doesn't work. Miss

A. is a charming, fresh, piquant, beau-

tiful young girl, as delightful as a flow-

er. We would jump off a reasonably

steep cliff with previous warning to res-

cue her from a watery grave. We

would neglect our business any day in

the week and willingly- stay away from
—or attend, as the case may be—-

church, if we thought there was even

the remotest prospect of eventually

holding her in our arms, or steal-

ing a kiss from her ruby- lips.
■Mrs. B. runs her household like clock-

work. She has business and executive

ability combined with all of the excel-
lent qualities of nrmal mother, Miss
C. is a wit, whose delicate appreciation
of shades of humour throws us into des-

pair over our own erudeness in that

respect. Then there is the nurse we once

had—the perfection of self-abnegation, of

sublime disinterestedness, the very- apo-

theosis of all virtue. All logic, all sys-

tems, fall before her quiet ways. And

so our large, general conclusions have

been shattered, ami, to descend abruptly
to the slang of the day-, we discover that
when it comes to a true estimate of

■woman, “all bets are off.”
The real difficulty- is, that in judging

woman, man has no standards to go by
his own. These standards he has rais-

ed up for his own particular purpose,

from purely utilitarian motives. They
are all right for him. but why should
he apply them to beings who have no

use for them?

On the stock Exchange, for example,
one man nods his bead, ami a thousand
shares of stock, representing hundreds
of thousands of dollars, are sold. No
man there would go back on his nod, be-

cause in the long run to do so would in-

volve individuals as well as the commu-

nity in disaster. But imagine a lot of
women suddenly brought together under

similar circumstances, how many- of their

nods would have any ultimate cash val-

ue? Women are not required to “make

good” in this way. Hence, they- should
be judged only by- their own standards;
and as no man has ever discovered
what those standards are, there is no

solution to the problem.
But man. on the other hand, can

judge himself by his own stanadrds. And
in this respect he fails so often and so

lamentably, that perhaps it is just as

well for him to go slow in trying to

get a straight line on Woman.

CIRCUMSCRIBED.

Stella: “Can you dress within your
income ?”

Bella: “Yes; but it's like dressing
within a berth in a sleeping-car.”

BE FOLLOWED
WW

Intense Itching Eczema Drove Him

Nearly to Despair—Chief Surgeon
of a London Hospital Called It

Worst Case He Had Ever Seen —

Got Little or No Relief Until

CUTICURA STOPPED HIS

UNBEARABLE TORTURE

“About four years ago, in London, I
was troubled by a severe itching arid

dry, scurfy skin

on my ankles and
<; i feet. The same,

=?/ in a few days,
was the case with

\ my arms and

\ \v scalp. I could

A \\ vA hardly keep from

\\y \\ \A | scratch ing,which,
>5 v

’\ I need har d 1 y

o K. ) say. made it

yLa wor s e. Then

Dr?®7 large red patches
( appeared, with
inflammation

ijl 1 and soreness.
11l I ’ After ten days,

thousands of small red pimples formed.

On becoming dry, these caused intense

itching. I was advised to go to the

hospital for diseases of the skin. I did

so and was an out-patient for a month

or more, the chief surgeon saying: ‘I

never saw such a bad case of eczema.’

But I got little or no relief. Then I

tried many so-called remedies, but I be-

came so bad that I almost gave up in

despair. On coming to this country I
heard so many accounts of cures by Cuti-

cura Remedies that I resolved, as a

last resource, to give them a trial. This

was after suffering agonies for twelve

months, and right glad am I that I did

so, for I was relieved of the almost un-

bearable itching after two or three

applications of Cuticura Ointment. I
continued its use, combined with a

liberal use of Cuticura Soap and Cuti-

cura Resolvent Pills and am more than

thankful to say that after using three

sets of the Remedies, I was completely
cured. I can only add that, should any
one be suffering as I did, I hope that

they will do as I did, and I am sure of

the results. Henry Searle, Cross St.,
Little Rock, Ark., U. S. A., Oct. 8 and
10,1907.”

Send to nearest depot for free Cuti-

curaBook onTreatment of Skin Diseases.

CuticuraRemedies aresold throughout theworld.

A Single Set often (area Depots: London, 27.

Charterhouse Sq.; Paris, 5. Rue de Ja Paix.

Australia, R. Towns A. Sydney; SouthAfrica,

Eenixoii, Ltd., Cape Tavd, etc.; U.S.A., Potior

Drus & Caem.Corp., bole Props.. Boston.

There is a younglady ofClyde,
Who says she is quite satisfied
I .axo>Tonic can cure
What all women endure,

For theFili only-wants to be tried.

With folks on the outer Barcoo,
Who live upon beef and burgoo,

'The scurvy’d bechronic
Were not Laxo-Tomc

, .
A part of the regimen too!

LAXO- TONIC PILLS. 10W- *MA
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TURF GOSSIP

BY WHALEBONE.

RACING FIXTURES*

January 20, 22, ana 23 — Wellington R.C.
Summer

Jan. 22 and 23 — Foxton R.C. Annual

Jan. 27 — Pabratua Racing Club (Annual)
January 29, 30, February 3 — Takapuna

J.C. Summer
Feb. 4 and 5 — Gisborne Racing Club Sum-

mer)
Feb. 4 and 6 — Canterbury J.C. Summer
Feb. 6. 10, 13 — Otahubu Trotting Club
Feb. 10 and 11 — Egmont R.C. Summer
Feb. 11, 12 — Poverty Bay Turf Club (An-

nual)
Feb. 17 and IS — Woodville District J.C.

. Autumn
Feb. 24, 25, and 27 — Dunedin J.C. Au-

tumn

Feb. 26 and 27 — South Auckland R.C.’s
Annual

March 4 and 5 — Wanganui J.C. Autumn
March 17 and IS — Napier Park R.C. Au-

tumn

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Constant Reader (Pukekolte).—Yes. Dayn-
tree started in the Auckland Cup of 1900;
won by Bluejacket.

Diabolo (Newton).—The racing season starts
bn the Ist of August, the first totalizator

meeting to be held being the C.J.C. winter

meeting, which took place this season on

August 11, 13, and 15. The season ends
■<tn July 31st, and rhe last totalizator
meeting is the Wellington Racing Club’s

winter meeting, which takes place on

July 17, 21, 24.
Mr P. A. Connolly has won his fifth Pei th

Cup.

TURF NOTES.

The ex-Auckland po&y Herculean has
been shipped to Sydney.

Mr. C. O’Connor has been appointed
Starter for the Wanganui J.C. cup meeting.

The Soult marc Silent has changed hands,

but still remains in D. Bannatyne s charge.

Mr Murphy’s ponies Quadroon and Octo-

roon are both now under W. Tozer’s charge
at Ellerslie.

Wellington writers appear to have doubts

about Husbandman being a starter in the

.Wellington Cup.
Mr. C. O’Connor has. been appointed to

nc*t as a starter at the Wanganui Jockey
Club’s autumn meeting.

R. J. Mason left Armlet at Trentham, and

and returned there to superintend her pre-

paration for the Wellington meeting.
The Auckland-owned gelding Cachuea has

been taken in hand again by F. McGrath,

after a somewhat lengthy spell.

Mr John Corlett sees no reason why F.

Wootton should not develop into a Fred.

Archer.
The cross-country mare Nadader will go

into work again shortly, wrrh a view to

racing at the winter meetings.
G. Absolum has treated Santa Rosa and

Carl Rosa to a dose of physic, and the pair
.will be indulged in a short spell.

The totalizator investments in South Aus-

tralia last year amounted to £353.726, as

compared with £240,370 in 1907.

All the Auckland horses nominated for
the Wellington Racing Club's summer meet-

ing have been allowed to drop out of their

engagements.
Mr. T. H. Lowry has not accepted. with

either Bobrikoff or Downfall in the Wel-
lington Cup, but has left in Chanteuse,
which lias only 7st. to carry.

All Red is stated to be a certain starter,

all going well, for the Wellington Cup. and

■after the race he may be taken to Aus-

tralia.
Mr C. O’Connor has loft for the Smith

to fulfil the starting duties at

the forthcoming Wellington Racing Club’s

Bummer meet i ng.

W. G. Irwin received ar addition to his

team recently, in the shape of a gelding by
Regel from a Traducer mare, which looks
a likely-looking sort.

The two-year-old Elegance, which h is b?en

enjoying a short spell, has resumed work

again at Ellerslie. She is still under D.
Bannatyne’s care.

Nominations for all events at the Otahuhu

Trotting Chib’s summer meeting close with

the secretary (Mr. F. D. Yonge) on Friday
next, 'the 22nd inst., at 9 p.m.

Penates has been engaged in the New-

market Handicap, ami also in the Caulfield

Futurity Stakes, the late entry in which

entails an expenditure of sOzoyz.
The leading N.Z. jockeys so far this

Beason are:—R. Hatch 40 wins. C. Jenkins

25, B. Deeley 25, A. OHiver 22. J. Buchanan

20, E. Lowe 18, and S. Reid 16.

The St. Cyr gelding Mtdcyr. whi-'h won

the hurdle race on the second day of the

Whangaiel meeting, was the biggest out-

sider of the field, and paid a big dividend.

The Grafton horse Grenade is reported
to be showing proficiency in his schooling

work, and good judges predict a success-

ful career for him over the small fences.

Acceptances for all events on tJw* opening
day of the Taknpuna J.CJ. summer meeting
close with the secretary (Mr. R. Wynyard;
On Friday next, the 22nd last., at p p.m.

No time was lost by Mr F. I!. Ross in

claiming a name for the Soult — Lady
Musket colt, bought nt the recent Gien-
ora Park sale, and the title bestowed upon
him is King Soult.

Golden Slipper is said to be doing use-
ful work at Rand wick. Some of the

touts are inclined to regard this co t.y
filly as a trifle sore, but Finn says that
is merely her action in her slow paces.

£30.286 was passed through the totalizator
at the one-day meeting of the Germiston
(Transvaal) Racing Chib’s November Meet-

ing, in addition co which twenty bookmak-

ers were licensed to bet.

The Wellington Cup is run for on Wed-

nesday next, the 20th inst. The time re-

cord for the race is 2.33, which was regis-
tered by Ropa when he won the first Cup

run for on the new course at Trentham

in 1906.

Bantock, who ran third In this year’s
Viceroy’s Cup, is a New Zealand-bred

horse, by Cyrenian from Hiuemoa. He never

raced in the Dominion, but was tried unsuc-

cessfully on the other side, and then sold
to go to India.

The Bluelight — Seamstress ge’ding. own-

ed by J. Muir, is now an inmate of W.
Gall’s stable. The name of Knottingley,
which was claimed for the gelding has been

disallowed, and a fresh name will have to
be secured.

Four well-known horses were submitted

to auction in Dunedin last week, but only

one of their number, in Steplink, changed

hands, his figure being £25. Grosvenor,
Moudjik, and Rubelete did not reach the

reserve placed on them.
W. Mobberley has taken up Loch Fyne

again, after a spell of several months. The

Great Northern Steeplechase winner looks

big and well after his rest. Mobberley has

also made a stait with Aqua Fortis, while

Marangai has also joined his team.

The Wellington Racing Club have decid-
ed to strictly enforce the Rules of Racing

as affecting disqualified persons, at their

forthcoming meeting, and those who ren-

tale to put in an appearance at Trentham
can rely upon getting shoot shrift.

Mr H. R. McKenzie lost the English-bred
colt, by Ilackensehmidt — Merry Nif. last

week. The colt, which was disposed of

at the recent Glenora Park sale, was being

shifted to Mangere when ho succumbed on

the road. The price paid for Metry Nif’s
son was 60gs.

Two owners were “chipping” each ether
at Ellerslie xecently. Said one: “Your

stable is full of screws and you know

it.” “That is where I am better off than

you,” was the triumphant repty <.n trie

other. “Yours is full of screws and you

don’t know’ it.”
Mr. J. B. Harcourt, president of the

Wellington Racing Club, who returned
from a trip to England recently, did
not forget 'that institution w’hile abroad.

He brought back with him a splendid
IGOoz silver cup of unique design for

presentation to the club.
The St. Leger gelding Scotty, which met

with an injury during the ruhning of the

last. C.J.C. National Hurdle Race, and which

for some time was in a bad way, has made

a wonderful recovery, and has resumed
work again at Ellerslie. The veteran looks
to have taken a new lease of life.

The Auckland horseman B. Deeley has

been engaged to ride Moloch in the Wel-

lington Cup and Mon Ami in the Telegraph
Handicap at the Wellington Meeting. Au

effort wras also made to secure Deeley s ser-
vices for Chanteusein the Wellington Cup,
but he h<d previously engaged to ride

Moloch.
The winning riders and drivers at the

recent A.T.C. Summer Meeting weie: --

W. Orange (4), W. A. Scott (3). 11. I lend-

riksen (3), E. Crotty (2), H. Gladding (2),
A. Hamilton (2). and L. Wilson, W. Perrin,
p. Brady, R. Millen. J. T. Paul, A. Mc-

Millan, W. J. Greenwood, and G. Herbert

one each.
At the recent mooting of the Wellington

Pony and Galloway Club the stewards were

not satisfied with the manner in whith
one of the candidates in the Pony Cup
traveled ifi the betting, and the jockey
retained by the Club was substituted for

the owner’s rider. The pony eventually
ran second.

The stipendiary steward movement is

gaining ground in the most unexpected

quarters. The Calcutta Turf Club, one

of the most exclusive racing institutions,
has appointed a paid steward. We have

paid judges, handicappers, starters; what

conclusive argument can possibly be ad-

duced against paid stewards?
The bay mare by Cuirassier Queen

Anne; Gianny, by Cuirassier Anita;

and St. Olga, by St. Leger Satanollii,
purchased at the recent salps by Mr J,

Burton, of Sydney, were shipped to Syd-

ney last week by the ns. Victoria.
The two-year-old Etna was also shipped
by the same steamer.

The crack South Australian sprinler Lord

Carlyon recently won n five-furlong race

wit.k 11.3 In the saddle, cutting out the

distance in lai In 1 4-ssecs. It is said that if
n match was arranged between Lord Car

lyom and SoultHne over lifllf-a-milp there

would be heaps of support forthcoming for
the former, some of whose track gallops are

quite exceptional-

Once again the statviucot fs made tliat,
in view of the American invasion of Turf
men which extends to France as well as

to England, the French Jockey Club has,
hh a self-protective measure, decided to

grant licenses only to those Americans who

have resided for three consecutive years in

France. The Intervention of the 5 mari.cn i

Embassy Is to be solicited.
D. Morughun has made an early start

with the handling of the Soult -- Roiuola
youngster purchased at the re ent Glennr.i
Park sale, and he was on the course nt

Ellers:le the other morning with the gear

on. Romolu’s son. which was undoubtedly
one of the bargains of the sale, looks a

sensible sort, and appeared to take kindly
to bis education.

Messrs Weinberg are the leading winners

In Germany this season. with the Royal
Graditz Stud second and Baron Oppenheim
third. K. Day, sou of F. W. Day, who only
took over the control of the Royal Stud la-»t
winter, has made a great success, for the

sum won by his horses, nearly £3O.<MK>, is

the biggest ever secured by the Gradltz stud
in a single season.

Mr G. F. Moore'e pair, Signor and Car-
issima, were shipped to Sydney last week

by the Moeraki, in charge of their
trainer, J. Hay. The horses, which will
be ridden in their Australian engagements
by R. Cameron, are to be trained at Caul-
field, and will race at the outside meetings
In Victoria pi lor to making an appearance
at Flemington.

In connectionwith the stipendiary stew-

ards in West Australia, a statement was

recently published that the goldfields clubs

favoured a return to the honorary stew-
ard system. The secretary of the Boulder
club has informed the Pi ess that h’s club,
in conjunction with the other goldfields
clubs, have always been, and still are.

•strongly in favour of the system of sti-

I>eudiary stewards.

The purchase of bloodstock was ever a

lottery, but Mr C. A. Hartley, a well known

patron of racing, has doubtless achieved a
record. On Sunday last he bought a four-

year-old mare out of an Oaks winner for
a penny, which is a record for a thorough-
bred, and hopes to win races with her.

This gentleman gave only ten shillings for
Punch, who won a lot of small races, and
•it will be interesting to see if the cheaply
acquired mare does win.

With 19 horses still left in the Welling-
ton Cup, there seems every probability of

an interesting race resulting. The defection
of Bobrikoff will rob the ev’en'c of some

interest, but the meeting of All Red and

Husbandman shou'd be worth going a long
way to see. In addition to the big race,

the acceptances for the other events are

large, and altogether the southern club
look like having a record gathering.

A number of jockeys and horses had

lined up for the start of a steeplechase,
but a delay occurred because a tall, raw-
boned beast obstinately refused to yield
to ’the importunities of the starter. The

patience of that worthy was nearly ex-

hausted. “Bring up that horse!” he shout-

ed; “bring him up! You’ll get. into trouble

pretty soon if you don’t!” The rider of

the stupid animal, a youthful Irishman,

yelled back: ”1 can’t help -it! This here’s

been a cab horse, and he won’t start till

the door shuts, an’ I ain’t go't no door!”

The wc’i-known West Australian owner.

Mr P. A. Conolly, had to run the gauntlet

of an inquiry into the running of one of

his horses, Huibrac. at. the recent Perth

meeting. The explanation was accepted,
but the imputation of questionable prac-

tices so hurt his feelings that he has an-

nounced that he will not race any more in

West Australia after this month. He is of

opinion that the stipendiary stewards have
him “set,” ami, notwithstanding that his

horses invariably run to win, he is always

more or less in danger.
Financially the British Turf was never

in a sounder condition, says an English writ

er, and during the season some half a mil-

lion pounds have been won in stakes alone,

making a grand aggregate for the past 27

years of over, thirteen millions sterling. In

addition to this mammoth sum It has been

computed by a well known authority that

upwards of seven millions sterling is spent

annually on the upkeep of the Turf < wages,

training expenses, etc.), a fact which

should give pause to those who would

“plough up” racecourses.

The annual meeting of the Waiau Racing

Club, held on the 9th inst... was largely at-

tended, and some interesting sport was

witnessed The principal events were de-

cided. with the following results: Waiau

Cup:’ Cast Out, 10.9, 1; Parole, 11.3, 2.

Maiden race: llikatoa 1, Tom Rags 2.

Ladies’ Bracelet: Tom Rags 1, Kippein 2.

Flying Handicap:Cast Out, 10.4, 1: Amokurn

10.7, 2. Farewell Handicap:-Parole. 10.7, 1;

Lepanto 9.10 2. Cast Out. which won

both the leading events, is a promlsiuS
daughter of Cast Ashore and Highland

Mary, owned by Mr. T. King.

The meeting of the Metropolitan Commit-

tee to consider the finding of the Avondale

Jockey Club in connection with their re-

cent inquiry is being awaited with con-

siderable interest. It is Understood th it

fresh evidence is to be produced, but this

is only hearsay, and, as racing iuquiiies

are always conducted with closed doors,

nothing can be learned but the finding. The

Avonda’e Club are fairly sanguine of ’he

result and the view the Metropolitan Com-

mittee take of the matter is arousing a

lot of interest.
An English sporting writer who claims to

be a strong partisan and a film believer in

the Mutuel form of betting, on the grounds
that cash is required for it. and extrava-

gance and debts are prevented, states that

its only drawback Is that it minimises the

excitement during each race, and that Its VO-

Lirh s' bft in itu* dark/* At the saiur time,he
uignea that the French Government U silly
not to adopt the Maine means th:*t are in

force la Austria amt Belgium, where the

bookmakerz aie licensed, ami made a con-

tribute a fixed percentage on th»‘lr opera-
tions to the State, the racecourses, and to

breeding.
In mentioning that the once prominent

English jockey. F. Webb, who is now train

ing in Hungary, paid a visit to Newmarket
last month, a London writer says: “From
all accounts the trainer’s lot iu Iluugarj.
like that of the policeman at home, is not
a happy one. and their trouble* for the

most part arise from the revengeful char-
acter of the native stablemen, who do m t
hesitate to have recourse to the knife when
they have a grievance, real or Imaginary.
Webb himself but narrowly escaped being
stabbed not long since, and out* of his year

lings was dangerously Wounded in that

manner by a scoundrel who drove bis knife
luto the skull directly between the ears.”

Every mall that arrives (says a London
scribe) brings more and more proof of the

really desperate condition to which the

business of bloodstock-breeding . Um the

U.S.A, has been reduced, and there iz no

doubt that, such an average as HMgus eicli.
even for the bes’t of their yearlings, would
be more than welcome, though the coit of

getting them to England and into the sale

ring were deducted from it. Such a situa-
tion Is serious in the extreme, unless we

are to view with equanimity the absolute
swamping of the market here, ami console

ourselves with the blessed thought that

after all our buyers will ho abp 'to buy
cheap, and is not that the touchstme of
economic orthodoxy

Instructions to an Irish jockey over

heard in a railway carriage on the way to

a jumping meeting:
“Now, me son, mind what I’m saying

to yez. Let th’ oulii harse run bis own

race for the first 'two and a-half miles.

Don’t lave a finger on him. He'll Rape

■wid his 'Jiarses. Whin you’re half a

i ui long from the big double pull the bit

through his mouth fair and alsy; thin lave

him alone. The minute you’re over
the

last fince take boult of his head, and all

'the divils jn Sheol won’t ketch him.”
There Is a deal of sound advice con-

tained in the above. If aged horses were

oftener allowed to run their own races

in their own way there might be fewer

disappointments to many
of us.

Horse owners in North Yorkshire arc ail

at present dreading a peculiarly fatal dis-

ease which has broken out amongst horses

In the Riding. One or two large studs have

caught the contagion, several valuable
horses have died, and others which have re-

covered are said to be practically valueless.
The greatest, precautions have been, ami

are being, taken to prevent the spread of

the contagion, which seems to be most

easily caught. The remarkable thing i'

that no decided diagnosis of the case seems

to have been forthcoming. Commencing
with deep respiration, horses seem l<» lose

their strength al once.
It is not “[•ink

eye,” and seems most to resemble s.*ptie

pneumonia of anything. 9i!e of die l> *
known hunter breeders in Hie Rithng Ln?a
had his stables infected, ami. though he r *
moved most of his horses to other stabling,

very considerable loss has resulted.

Since coining across from Now Ze.iluml
to ride Pilot in his eross-emmtry engage

merits at the A.J.C. spring meeting. T.

Cahill has put up a wonderful r«*cord. s.iys a

Sydney paper. He rc.de the winners of th *
whole four jumping events at tin* meeting

referred to. when he successfully steered

Aeolus in both hurdle races, and similarly

handled Pilot in both steeplechases. He

afterwards rode Pilot to victory in the Cup

Steeplechase at tin- V.R.C. spring meeting.

On returning to Sydney he was granted a

license to ride and train jumpers, ami at

T.nttPrsaH’s meeting, he won tin- hurdle rr.e *
on each <lay on Minister ami Main<t ring In

addition to his achievements In the saddle.

Cahill deserves greftt credit for tin* m inner

in which he landed old Mainspring :•• • lhe

post, it being considered somewhat in ’he

light of a joke when lie first put -him into
work.

The American jockey. I’.-hli • I;ng;.u s.ivs

that lie is not making any effort • I'*

reinstated by the American .J< ■ k *\ < lub.

and that when his period of s e '.<i n

expires, .Linuarv 1. he will iuitmd aieiy
resume riding for s. C. Hildreth, to wlmm

he is engaged until March 1. I'.rrn \\li i a

he will sail for England in time '<> ride

Mr. August Belmont's Priseillian m Cue

Lincolnshire Handicap. This will • e hi,

first mount in England, where Air. 1larry

Payne Whitney will have first call <»n li ;
services for one year, beginning March LA

Il may be- news to Mr. Belmont to know

that Priseillian is to bo mitered in the

Lincolnshire Handicap and that the animal

will be ridden by Dugan. The st.i ihupat.
however, is made by the Now \ urk ■'Morn-

ing Telegraph.”
In a letter to his mother, .h.- veil

known Australian jockey C. Praii, wh»

had almost concluded a season’s riding m

Austria, recounts his experiences H was

the de<ire of Baron Rothschild, for whom

lie has tn'cn riding in that coun:ry. that

Pratt should re-engage for next season;

but the Australian, who had a retainer of

£IO9O, in addition to an extra £7 a
week,

besides payments for mounts, refused t"

re-engage on the same terms, ai d (l.e.e

the matter endetL He reports the cost of

living nn.l general expenses as something

enormous, and states that a big salary in

addition to a fair share of success are re-

quired 'to show a credit balance Pratt
met with a fair share of success iu Austria,
and whilst on a visit to Germany rode
In one race* for the Emperor. He wis
offered a substantial retainer to ride in
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that country next season, bu’t declined. lie

expects shortly to return to Australia, and
has no present intention of going abroad
again.

He has received offers of large retainers
not only from English owners, but from

France and Germany. But money counts
for so little with his father, compared with
the boy’s welfare, that even much larger
sums than the princely retainers oiieied
would n<»t induce him to sacrifice the

good influence of home Ilf** for ills boy.
Frank will, therefore; again ride next sea-

son for the* home stable in which shelter
only his lather’s horses and those of Mr.

Bytham, who bought several highly-promis-
ing year ings at the Doncaster sales.

Frank’s younger brother, (<»<», will ride on
Ids occasional off days from school, which
will probably become more frequent next

season, for he shapes well, can go to the

scale at sst 131b, and ho has yet to ride
37 winners before in* loses ids allowance

Another capable apprentice in the stable
is W. Lea, who has acquired some'thing
of Frank’s sty.<» and methods. lie. how-

ever, wll not be able to scale less than

about 7.1 next year. He, too, will be en-

titled to the 51b allowance until he has

ridden other 34 winners. Frank’s weight
next season will, probably, be fist 31b.

Last, month it struck sonic enterprising
Victorian that there was money to be

made out <>f horses. His plan was simple.
A colt sired by a «hampt<hi stallion is a

valuable asset if he could secure a cham-

pion stallion for a few hours for st <1

purposes, that asset might be h'is. The

horse iscioHe'l w.is Dividend, be onging to

Air. J. H. Whitehead. Dividend’s box at.

Moonee Ponds was. reports the “Argu t .
broken open none night, and in the morn-

ing Mr. Whitehead’s son was informed that
the stallion was missing, Mr. WhiteheaH

himself being on a visit to Queensland.
After a short search the missing hois<

was found, and taken bark to ids box,

the only injury bring a slight scratch
on his Hank. There < an In* little doubt

that there was no intention of stealing the

horse, a horse so well known as Dividend

being as unmarketable to thieves as a

white elephant. Yet a famous stallion

was stolen in Qurens’and about twenty

years ago.
Duke of Athol disappeared

from his owner’s station as completely as

If the earth had swallowed him. It was

supposed that, after siring several colts

out in the backblorks, ne was killed, ami

<•(•10111- is lent to (he theory by the fact that

horses arc even now racing whose appear-

ance resembles “Duke's. ’ and whose pedi-
gree shows an unaccountable hiatus corre-

sponding with The time of the stallions dis-

appearance. That. Dividend’s b’ood would

be valuable is shown by his performance

of winning the V.U.<’. ('hampion brakes in

1905 and 1(M»7. -

rhe Auckland Trotting Club concluded

their Summer Meeting on the 9th Dec,

the gathering being a most su <-cs<ful one.

Taken on the whole, the racing was in-

teresting and clean, but unfortunately in

nome of the events there were palpable non-

Irlers, while inconsistency was also no-

ticeable on at least one occasion, when a

horse which finished a long way
down the

couise on one day, when a stable com-

panion won, <‘amc out later In the meeting

and made a holy show of the field. I hes<

reversals may be easily explainable by those

comerned. and what may appear a glaring
case to the ordinary onlooker, may be

nothing at all; but I vtrmigly contend that
hi the interests of all concoraed, and es-

pecially the public, an opportunity should

be given for the explanation to be made:

nnd had this been done on Saturday, it

Would have given general s itisfaction.
In an interview with a ‘‘Dominion- ’ re-

presentative, the Sydney trainer, J. Burton,
in referring to the Auckland ('up meeting,

sai<l the management of the fixture struck

him as particularly good, but the system of

♦sending the horses out twenty minutes be-
fore the start of each race was nor in tne

best interests of ov\*ners, trainers, amt the

heirses themselves. Twenty’minutes on me

track would often ruin the chances of

highly-strung horses, and when there was

any delay at the start the trouble was ac-

centuated. At the winter meetings, the

rule must be very hard on the jockeys,
(specially those riding a few pounds below

■their ordinary walking weight. The whole

question seemed to hinge on the matter of

totalisator investments -on the theory that

the public would not bet until they had

seen the preliminary gallops, and owners

of valuable horses had to suffer on this ac-

count. He thought that the public could

be educated to make their investments In

good time, even If the horses were sent

out ten minutes later, provided the accom-

modation at the totalisator house was suffi-

cient. In Australia the horses went ou<,

galloped straight to the starting point, and

were sent off with very, little delay.
It Is understood that an address. In-

tended to be an impressive one will be

delivered a't Trentbam before hostilities

commence at the forthcoming meeting (says

Augur, the Wellington writer). The audi-

ence
will consist of the jockeys who Intend

weighing out 'luring the fixture. Some

very plain talk will be Indu’ged in. Many

Will doubtless concur in such a new de-

parture being made, and exclaim; “It is

high time something was dqne/’
l util a lew seasons ago Australian breed-

ers practically had the Indian market to

themselves; but of recent years the . Waler

has been replaced to a certain extent by

English importations. The change has

been brought about partly by the Aus-

tralian restrictive • legislation, which pro-

hibits a horse i ('turning to Die hind of his

birth for stud duly, ami partly to the fget
that horse values have advanced In Aus-
tralia. Naturally Indian owners prefer Aus-

tralian bred hot- cs to those raised in Eng-
land, because the former are raiseci in a
climate more closely approximating that hi

whh h they will be called upon to race, thnn

the English bred ones. With the advance
r.f pri.es hero Indian buyers turned their
attention to England, and they found they

< ould purchase fair sprinters there capable
of holding their ‘dwn against anything w<‘

could sell them at a, good deal less than n

horse* of • orrespunding class would cost hi

Australia. Still It Is to Australia Indian

owners' must. .kifik fotf their Viceroy’s Cup
horses Good are a .comparative

rarity In England. ami, great as Is the an-

bitionuf some of the wealthy Indian princes
to win the Viceroy's (’up it would not jus-
tify them paying the price a good English
horse would cost. The uses to which a good
horse can be put in India are limited.

After running in the Viceroy’s Cup, there
is practically nothing for him to do butwait
for the Cup to come round again. So long
as Australian-bred horses keep winning the

Viceroy’s (’up there will always be a good
market for them in India.

Various computations have been m.<le as
to the 'financial loss entailed upon Frank
Wootton by the sentence of

a month sus-

pension passed upon him by the stewards
of the Jockey <’lub (says an Engdsh writer).
Whatever that amount may be—and there
are not. of course, any means of accurately
estimating it- it counts as nothing compared
with the loss of the jockey premiership,
which the standing down entailed, and,
above all, with the boy’s wounded feelings.
Discussion of ‘the merits of the ease or

argument about the severity of the punish-
ment would be useless. Nor, the evidence

having, as usual, been taken in camera,
can the value of it be gauged. Suffice it,

therefore, that the stewards acted honestly
on what was put before them, and that
Frank took his punishment like a lift e
man. When, after walking over in the

colours of Lord Durham on Fiivhale for’the
last race at Newmaiket on September 29,
ho went before the stewards to receive
the sentence they had already decided upon,

he came out with a stiff upper lip, which
did not relax in th<* least so long as be
was, so to speak, before the world. But he

was in reality almost heartbroken. Frank

is a sensitive boy, and his anguish was

all the greater becausehe had no sense of

having intentionally committted any wrong.

It hurl him, too, to bo stood down, becau e

ho so loves Ids profession that, as he de-

ciares. In* would not give up race-riding
if all the money in England were his. As

stated, he took his punishment, gracefully,
kept himself in full practice while it last-
ed and came back to ride bet'ior than ever

before'. It then seemed impossible that he

could wipe out. the lead Maher h <1 ob-

tained during his .absence, and improbable
that In* -cuu’d even deprive Higgs of

second placi*. But those senior rivals s’truek

that “bad time” which comes occasionally

to jockeys, boxers, and, indeed, to people
in all walks >»f life and when Frank Wooten

passed 1 Pigg's <core,Won the last four races

at Birmingham on Monday, and reduced

Maher's lend to nine, the question “Will

lie do it?” was on everybody’s tongue.

Then, however his bad time arrived, ami

when racing ended on Saturday Maher

headed the winning list with a °*

139 and a percentage of 28.30, Wootton

was second with an aggregate of 129 wins

and a percentage of 21.42, ami Higgs

third with 124 wins and a percentage or

18 10 Such a total and percentage is un-

heard of for a hoy apprentice, for Wootton

will not be fifteen until the 14th of De-

cember.
Eugene l.eigli. whose career as a Trainor

on tile English Turf some years ago wilt In.

well reniembered. lias arrived m i>ew.yoia
from Eranee for a holiday. This is .Leigh a

fust trip to America in eight years, tor

since ILM.IO he has been training and racing

in Eram-e.

"I am just over on a little business, m

said to a' •‘Telegraph" man, "and a little

pleasure as. well. It is the first time smee I

wont abroad that 1 have had a ehauee o get.

away at all When you have a big stable of

horses in training for different owners you

don’t get many vacations. Recently I cut

down my string of horses in training vei y

considerably, and this gave me a chance to

come back to America again. We had a

very rough trip over, but 1 am feeling line.

In answer to a question as to how he liked

France, he said: “1 must like it, for I went

over to stay eight weeks, and I have stayed

eight years. I left in July. 1900, to look

over the country, and I have been there

ever since*. It is a great country to race in.

and 1 have had considerable success over

there.

“They say that racing is all through
here,” he said.

•‘Well, the last time I was over here

they put me out of business, and I know

what it means. This thing has happened
before, ami I supose there will be racing

again in time.
“The French people do not know America

and America!'* racing at all. They are poor

travellers, for they have everything they

want in their own country, and do not care

to look outside.

“When you tell a Frenchman that you

could lose the entire Republic, of France in

the State of Texas’so that\you could not

find it in three, days he laughs at you. They

really do not know at all the extent of the

country, and they don’t care. • England is

' not much different,- for after I had had a

lot of success-in France/ winning over a

huitdrcd races, • and ten or twelve straight

with steeplechasers, I started a horse and

won with him on Hie flat in England. The.f

they asked if Leigh had ever raced or

trained anything in America!

“Of course, there is no question but that

the racing in Fraino is the prettiest in the

world. The courses are magnificent, and

there is plenty of money, just as much for

steeplechasers as for horses on the .Hat.

There is only one in Paris, but it is tilling

up
all the lime with Gr.rmans ami Swiss and

Americans. The 1lei mans are gradually ab-

sorbing the business interests of the coun-

try.

“For an American horseman France is

. somewimt -difilcult. because he must either

• tritin for himself or find an owner to give
him a stable. That is not always so easy, but

if they take you on they will sti<k, and give

‘ * “I am-gding down to Lexlngt<'m. Ky., and

will look around, and probably purchase

some yearlings, stallhms and mures. I ex-

pect to return to France December Rth.

“The stooplochaslng In France is a lug
thing, and my first run of success was iii

this Hue: Not long ago I had sixty horses
In training, but 1 haye out the string down

now to twenty. Tlioie Is a good deal of
luck about It, especially In steeplechasing,
for you must develop these horsey. If they
arc nnsueeoHsful over the jumps you have
to let them go back to selling races, and

get an •utfrely new lot.”

Southern papers to hand bring informa-

tion of the death of Torpedo, and In record-

ing the death of the son of Musket,

“Squire,” in the “Napier Telegraph,” says:

At Te Mahanga station . lately, old

Torpedo paid the last calls of Na-

ture. Musket's son was foaled in 1881,

and was therefore in his 28th year, an age

he cairied remarkably well up to a few

months ago, when I saw him on the

Douglas Bros.’ estate. Just how many win-

ners he sired would take more space than

I could reasonably be expected to have

allowed mo, but to prove that he could

produce stake-earners I may state that
his progeny in the last 14 years have won

£32,196, and then the fact niust be taken
into consideration that he was never mated

with so-called fashionable mares. On the

contrary the dams who were associated

with him were in the majority of Instances

only of a fair to medium grade. Dominant
and forcible were his chi<*f characteristics,
and to his stock he transmitted a great deal
of his constitutional properties and appear-
ances, so much so that a close follower of

the sport could always distinguish a Tor-
pedo. One feature his productions pos-
sessed was that if they proved useless for

racing purposes, they made admirable har-

ness horses and hacks, which is more than
can be said for some of the thoroughbreds
that cumber up the land- at the present
time. Not only has Torpedo sired game,
honest, speedy turf contestants, but his

daughters have proved their worth both In

the racing arena and at the stu.d. an argu-

ment which is borne out when I refer to

Amoureux (a Thompson Handicap winner),
Basilisk (dam of Pawn and Ataahua), The

Brock, Brooklet, Cordelia, Tortulla (a New
Zealand Cup winner and dam of that good
colt. Diabolo), Ngaio (dam of Voi'tgang),
Kotiri, Ladysmith (dam of Goldsmith),

Muriwai, Pearlshot, Primula (dam of Pro-

bable, Perhaps, and Waioriki). Waima,
Materoa, The Shannon (dam of The Boyne,
Bally Shannon, and Shannon Lass), la (dam
of Golden Water), Vista (dam of Comfort),
Waiwhera (a Winter Cup winner), Waikaha
(grand dam of Merriwai), Waingongor<?
(dam of Tangimoana), Waiati (dam of Tp-

mairangi), and several others whose names

at the present time I cannot call to mind.

Over all courses and under all conditions
have his stock proved victorious. A son

of his, Waipu, and grandson Merriwai, each

‘-aptnred a Great Northern Hurdle Race. A
daughter of his,-Tortulla, annexed a New
Zealand Cup; The Brook captured an Eg-
mont (’up; Oingo a Hawke’s Bay Guineas;
Diabolo (a grandson) a North Island Chal-

lenge Stakes. These are only a few of the
contests won by Torpedo’s offspring, but

their victories go to show that it Is no

romance to aver that Torpedo sired them
good and true for all classes of events.

During the recent meeting of tne Mana-

watn Racing Club Mr. E. J. Watt wiote to

the committee complainingof ’the treatment
meted oitt to his horses by Mr j. E. .llenrys,
the club's handicapper. The complaint was

forwarded to Mr HenrySj who replied as

follows;:—

The President,
Maiiawatu Racing Club.

Palmerston North.

Dear Sir,—Ender instructions from you,
I beg to state'that 1 have perused the
particulars given me in connection with
Mr. Watt’s letter regarding the handicap-
ping of Separator, Moriarty, and Musk-

erry at the Christmas meeting. In re-

sponse to my request to niee't Mr. Watt
before your committee, I am here to state
my reason for weighting the horses nam-

ed as I have done in the various races,

and I think I can prove Oo 'the entire
satisfaction of yourself and your commit-

tee that my adjustments are those I was

entitled to make in regard to those horse«.

1 would like to point out that it is not

always a reasonable thing for a handi-

capper to give every detail of his reasons

for adjustments, as it often happens he

may be in possession of information, or

he may have seen something take place
in a race which would cause him, over

ami above performances, to make certain

adjustments, and I think that this is a

material pelnt in the ability of a handi-

capper.
I would like to point out that this IS

the fifth occasion on which Mr. Watt has
complained of my handicapping, three of
them having been in connection with your

club, and that altogether only eight or

nine written complaints have been made

against me that I am aware of during
my association with the turf as handicap-
per for the past twenty years, and during
that time I have handicapped for sixty-
four clubs in the Dominion, a list of

which I beg to enclose herewith for your

information.

My desire has always been to. <?<>mp le

my adjustments in the best interests of

the club and from the dictates of an ex-

perience of over twenty years.

I .make it a . principle to never endeav-
our to p’ease the whinut of owners; and
simply carry out my adjustments in the
interests of all concerned.

I have all complete data And weights
ready to meet whatever charges Mr. Watt
desires to- make regarding the handicap-
ping tonight, and I trust you will give

me every opportunity of questioning Mr.

Watt in -connection therewith, and I will

be very pleased •to answer any questions
put to me by Mr. Watt.—I remain, dear
sir yours faithfully,

J, W HENRYS, Handicapper.

An inoulry was held by the dub, fiml
after Mr. E. J. Watt and Mr. Henrys had
been examined at. length, the comndtteo

mianimously carried the following resolu-
tion: “That having heard Mr. Henrys’ ex-

planation of the charge brought against
his handicapping by Mr. Pl. J. Watt, this

coinmilHeo are satisfied that there ai’€ no

grounds at al) for the complaint.

TURF TALK FROM THE SOUTH.

CHKISTCHUBCH, Jan. 12.

Benefited by several good showers, tha

tracks at Rlecarton are In splendid order

at present; indeed, they have never pre-

viously afforded better going at this time
of year. Most of the local horses that

competed at Dunedib and the West Coast

meetings are home again, and are being
brushed along in view of the Wellington

meeting. This fixture is attracting an un-

usually large number of Riccarton candi-

dates, while many of those that com-

peted at Auckland only came South as fat

as Trentliani. E. Cutts and hts teain,

which includes Broadsword, Husbandman,

Kllwinlng and (llencullodi. are already

at Wellington Racing Club headquarters,

but Stratagem, which had not recovered

from the effects of her fall, was brought

home. She will not be raced again lor

some time.
,

.
Nautii'orni, Nobel, Sunglow, and the two

yearling fillies purchased in Auckland o.y

Mr Greenwood have arrived h-te.

One of the latter, the Soult—Ilotcherinn

filly, got rather knocked about in transit,

but her injuries are not of a serious nature.

Nautiform was aso showing traces of ms

mishap at Ellerslie, and he is unlikely to

race again before the autumn.

Mr. Greenwood was so disgusted wlta

Snngiow’s recent showings that he has e

termined to throw her out of work- in

private the sister to Boniform can gallop

very fast, but she never does we ! away

from home, and appears to get frightened

when required to race. ..viand
respite Ills poor showings at Auckland,

Nobel is to be sent north m a few days to

fulfil his Trentliani engagements.
Me <’ E Major missed his nominations

for Wellington, and his team will race at

Foxton iris’tead.

very little interest Ims been arm B ®

far by the summer meeting of the Canter

bury Jockey Club, which takes place o

the 4th and Gt I. of next month, n e>£ arc

a lot of horses in commission at pie-ent,
however, and utter their return from

_

We

lington the track work at Riccarton is sure

to be more interesting.

CHRISTCHURCH, Jan. 16.

Weather conditions continue very

broken, and work at Riccarton has been of

a spasmodic nature. Most -f tie

with engagements at Wellington have left

for Trentliani. The Canterbury com.rngeiit
is a particularly strong one.

take their departure were Boutade and

Golden Cairn, in' charge of AV. l ine, ami

Serenade ami Mythical -n charge of

Pine; All Guns, Valdlmar, and cymbiform,
in charge of W. McDo-mld; hnkwih, Jn
charge of T. Cotton, jmir.; Passion,

charge of T. Sheenan: and Sweet Angems,

in charge of G. Hepburn. All are in for-

ward condition, and they can be expected
t*» annex a stake or two.

Entries received for the three leading

events at the C.J.C. Summer Meeting show

an improvement on the totals of former

years, and inelude most of tne local horses

now in commission. Several partlcula ly

smart fillies figure amongst the eighteen en-

gaged in the Eilly Stakes, and tills event IS

bound to bring about an interesting cci>

te
Thev are not by any means a good lot en

tered ir. the Midsummer Handicap, but

several noted sprinters figure in the St.

Albans Handicap, including Gleucul’oeli,

Petrovna, Czar, Koiohol, Prim, ami All

G
During the currency of the recent Vin-

cent Meeting, Rifle Range was purchaseo by

Mr J. Richardson for I'Klsovs, and 1 nuce

Loris was bought by Mr T. Bister for 124

10
Though Petrovna has never j et done any

good except over short courses she has tceu

engaged in the mile and a-lrnlf Midsummer

Handicap. Cotton is sangmne that the

Stepniak mare will see out the course, it

the pace is not too solid at the start.

Ormulu which figures amongst entrants

for the C.’J.C. Filly Stakes, Is a daughter of

Orme and Iley Presto, imported by the late

Mr G. G. Stead.
...

It is estimated that a field of fourteen

will see the post in the Wellington Cup.

Three stables have accepted with more than

one representative, so it Is quite on the

cards that there will be several withdrawals

before the deciding day.

The programme for the Dunedin Cup
nicetiiig is the best issued by the D.J.C.

since they made Wlngatul their headquar-

A strong nor'-west wind made matters de-

cidedly uncomfortable at the Malvern Trot-

ting Club’s meetingrheid at Sheffield Do-

man In Dec. 14. In all other respecte,

however the fixture was successful, there

being a record attendance, while the racing

was interesting. After the Homebush Han-

dicap the rider of Sound Seise entered ffl

protest against Ben Hur gett'ng the stake,

in the ground of interference. After bear-

ing evidence, the objection was disallowed.

The only other incident of note occurred In

the Midland Handicap, in wilt ill My Mis-

take, after, coming in an easy first, was cls-

qurlifled for anticipating the starter s' bell.

♦

TRENTHAM TRACK NOTES.

WELLINGTON, Jan. 16.

This morning gallops ,at Trentham were

accomplished in unpleasant weather condi;
lions The first to work were Husband-

man and Sun Bonnet; it was intended to

give them a mile and a-quarter gallop; but

they went about a mile further.' Tlusbitnd-

nian covered consideraniy more ground
than did the mare,' but, aided by, his light
weight, the Derby colt ehonld have been

closer than be was at the finish. Sun Bon-

net took 2.27 over Once round. Gold Beat-

er. moved freely in a mile bout, with Glen-

eulloch, and Sharpshooter was aiohgsidq
Broadsword at the end of five furlongs
run in 1.5. Flltaway led Tumut by a

clear length in the first half of a slmilaW

journey, imt tlie latter got on terms, in tlio

Straight, and. the pair finished, together in

1.4J, Moloch, after going two furlongs*
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tiad Osiris to bring him along from the
tnlle post, and the Cup horse ran a mile
and a-quart er In 2.2, the last sevenin L391.
Artillerie and Sir Frisco ran once round.
The little bay horse was on the outside
ell the way, and, If anything, appeared to

hold the Oaks winner at the finish. The
/Watch recorded 2.23 for the Journey. Iranui

galloped a mile in 1.56. Wharekura had a

Slight -advantage of Efford over five fur-
longs, covered in 1.6. Armlet - ran away

from Miss Mischief in a six furlongs go,
run in 1.19. Prism ran a mile in 1.54.

A strong wind and heavy rain interfered
with training operations at Trentham
this morning, and very little work was wit-
messed. Between the showers Moloch and
Kun Bonnet had galloped on the tan. W.
(Davies’ team got through trotting exercise,
iand Ukraine shaped encouragingly on the
itan- No others put in an appearance.

+ 4 ♦

TAKAPUNA JOCKEY CLUB’S

SUMMER MEETING.

Mr, -Morse hag declared the following
weights for the opening day of the Taka-
puna J.C. Summer Meeting: —

Zealandia Handicap, 5 rurlongs and
a-flialf.—Devonport, 9.0. Wauchope 8.13,
Miss Winnie 8.11, Lucio 8.«, Tarina 8.6,
Sir Artegal 8.5, Imprimus 8.2, Waihuku 8.1,
St. Tni 7.12, Dogger Bank 7.6, Lady Fran-
ces 7.1, Miss Advance 7.0, Azoff 6.13, Car-
ananla 6.12, Eseamillo 6.11, St. Maria 6.11.

Calliope 'Handicap, 5 furlongs and a-half.
-—Seia Elf 8.10, Snowfoot 8.5, Hyperion
fr.ll, Tetrazzini 7.9, Caruso 7.3, Fleet Ar-
row 7.5, Impulsive 7.3, Tuku Tuku 7.3,
Curtain 7.3, Elegance 7.0, Maewa 6.2,
(Fighting Fish 6.12, ExcaMlbur 6.12.

Ferry Handicap, five furlongs and a-half.
—Hard Kock 9.0, Grizelle 8.13, Winhaston
8.6, Regain 8.6, Wairuhe 8.5, Explosive 8.5,
•Durability 8.5, Mentira 8.3, Ben Battle 8.2,
‘Silent 8.1, Aimw ell 8.1, Master Paul 8.1,
Lady Weasel 8.1, Goldwin 8.1, Fuss 8.1,
Flying Soult 8.0, Zinnia 8.0, Michaeloff 8.0,
Aristos 8.0,. Watershed 8.0, Jena 8.0, Cen-
sure 8.0, Tattoo 8.0, Matarere 8.0.

Orewa Hurdles, one mile and three-

quarters.—Hautapu 12.5, Landlock 10.10,
Luscombe 10.9 No'teorini 10.7, Waihekau

9.5, Rosavere 6.2, Mozart 9.1, Carlyle 9.0.

Malden Plate, one mile/—Paul 9.0. Lord

Crispin 8.10, Dainty 8.8, Biddy Curran 8.5,

Positive 8.2, Explosive 7.13, Mentira 7.11,
Silent 7.9, Kapurangi 7.8, Armagh 7.8,
Illnuera 7.8, B.ue Rocket 7.8.

Pony Handicap, 5 furlongs and a half.—

Mighty Atom 9.9, Octoroon 9.3, Glenora 8.11
Paul Beaver 8.7, Mistime 8.7, Cyrona 8.4,

Mahinga 8.3, Carmania 7.11, Quadroon 7.4,

Etonia 7.3, Lady Aroha 7.1, Laurel Wreath

7.1, Elenore 7.0, Malka 7.0, Nora Soult 6.13,

'Peggy Pride 6.2.

+ + >

OTAMATEA RACES.

MATAKOHE, Jan. 16.

The Ota mat ea Racing Club's annual meet-

ing took place yesterday. Rain fell during
the early part of the morning, but cleared

off later on, and came out fine. Some good
racing was witnessed, especially in the Cup
Welter, and Flying Handicap. Thirteen
bookmakers were in attendance, and seemed
to be doing good business. The attendance,
although good, would have beenmuch better
had it not rained. Mr. Stewait was starter,
with his usual success. Results:—

Maiden Plate.—Luros 1, Caraua 2, Moaki
8.

Kaipara Handicap.—Highland Fling 1,
.Wairuhe 2, Loch ea 3.

Otamatea Cup.—Wellcast 1, Jolly Tar 2.
Also ran: Sweet Alice, Gipsy Queen, Mech-
anic. A splendid race was won by half a

head, the others well up.

Radins Handicap: Irene 1, Alanah 2, Little

•Mystery 3. Also ran: Caraua, Belinda, and
National League.

Maori Race.—Darkey 1, Candle 2, Puhi-
puhi 3.

Matwkohe Welter.—Lochlea 1; Highland

Fling 2, Midcyr 3. Also ran: Gypsy yueen

and Lochard. A splendid race was won by
half a length, the same distance separating
second and third.

Flying Stakes.—Sweet Alice 1, Jolly Tar
2. Also ran: Whakatipo, Luros, Manoeuvre,
Mechaiic and Wellcast. A good race re-
sulted In a win for Sweet Alice by a length.

The summer meeting of the Hamilton.
Club was held to-day. The wea-

ther was fine, and the attendance good. The
foDo-r.dng are the results: —

Maiden Trot, one mile. -Wild Nell, 7s, 1;
Frost, ss, 2; Verbeen. 2s, 3. Also started:
Naytun, Goosey, BelJadictor. Time, 2.58 3-5.
The winner led »» the way, and won by a
cor.pie of lengths.

Summer "Trot, mile.—Naureen, 275, 1;
Autocrat, 3s. 2; Plaintiff, 18s, 3. Won by
twenty yards. Time, 4.20.

Waikato Trot, 2 miles.—Kohlne, 10s, 1;
’Albert Edward, 265, 2; Le Rosier, scratch,
8. Ifoung Salisbury also started. The race

WfiS won easily. Time, p.26.

NGARUAWAHIA RACING CLUB.

The fellow?ng weights have been declared

for the bz’i uu .vcbiu Racing Club’s meet-

ing:—
Ngaruawahia Cap. one mile and a-quarrer.

•—Sweet Alice 9.0, Aristocrat 8 6, Anna
Lombard 7.12. Henry Havelock 7.9, Leonet.to

7,9, Te Tanlwha 7.8, Lira 7.12, Fraulein 7.0.
The following weights have been declared

t>y Mr F. AV. Edwards for the Ngar.iawahls
meeting, which takes place on the 29th
lust.

Walngaro Handicap, one mile.—Sweet
'Alice 0.0, Aristocrat 8.7, Rotoitl 8.5, Anna
Lombard 7.13 Deonette 7.10, Te Tanlwha

7.8, Fraulein 7.0, Romantic 7.0, Rosetta 7.0,
Darkness 7.0.

Malden Hack, five furlongs.—Field Mar-
shal 0.0, Freehold 8.12, Aidershot 8.10, Ata-
wnal 8.10, Ruakahla 8.0, Tnmahero 8 0, Pen-
told 8.9, Miss Grizzle 8.7, Calm 8.7, Alhur-

nia 8.7, Chimes 8.7, Dora 8.6, Red Macgregor
8.6, Romantic 8.6, Koroheke 8.6, Leonite 8.6,
Newnham 8.5, Lady Godfrey 8.0.

Publicans' Purse, six furlongs.—Wnlbon
9.0, Keepstep 8.10, Frontino 7.12, Miss
Grizzle 7.0, Golden Gem 7.0.

Flying Handicap, five furlongs.—Sweet
Alice 9.3, Waikato 8.10, Lira 8.5, Lady
French 8.3 Walhou 8.2, Liberty 8.2, Keep-
step 7.12, Positive 7.9, Frontino 7.8, Rose-
wood 7.5, Leo 7.4, Hokimal 7.3, Fraulein
7.0, Miss Grizzle 7.0, Miss Stella 7.0, Weka
7.0.

Malden Handicap, six furlongs^—Liberty
9.8, Leo 9.0, Hokimal H.12, Field Marshal
8.7, Weka 86, Atawhal 8.6, Miss Stella 8.5,
Calm 8.4, Rosetta 8.4, Penfold 8.4, Miss
Grizzle 8.2, Chimes 8.2, Alburnla 8.2, Dora
8.0, Leonite 8.0, Red Macgregor 8.0, Roman-
tic 8.0, Koroheke 8.0.

Handicap Hurdles, one mile and a-half.—
Rotolti 11.0, Anna Lombard 10.12, Search-
light 10.4, King 10.4, Baritone 10.2, Mawhiti
9.10, Darkness 9.9, Hero 9.5, Freehold 9.5,
Aidershot 9.5, Golden Gen 9.0.

WELLINGTON RACING CLUB'S

SUMMER, MEETING.

ACCEPTANCES FOR FIRST DAY

WELLINGTON. Tuesday.
The following are the acceptances for Hie

first day of the Wellington Racing Club’s
Bummer meeting, to be held on January
20, 22, and 23, and the final payments for

the Wellington Stakes, to be run on the

second day:—
WELLINGTON CUP HANDICAP of 1000

Trentham Welter Handicap of lOOsovs,
one mile.—Osiris 9.9, Knight Commander

9.3, Flingot 9.2, Aorangi 9.0, Master Doug-
las 8.11, Lucretius 8.6, Parable 8.0, Tauirl
8.0.

Anniversary Handicap of 200sovs, one

mile.—lkon 10.4, Swimming Belt 9.8, De

Witte 8.11, Prism 8.8, Merrie Zealand 8.6,
Kurawaka 8.3, San Fernando 8.0.

Electric Handicap of 200sovs, five fur-
longs.—Naumal 9.2, Armlet 8.11, Ballarat
8.9, Martyrlum 8.1, Moriarty 8.0, Mon Amt

7.12, Flitaway 7.10, Silkweb 7.10, All Guns
7.8, Sweet Angelus 7.7, Gipsy Belle 7.5,
Wharekura 7.5, Merrie Zealand 6.13, Sere-
nade 6.10.

Nursery Handicap of 250sovs, four fur-

longs.—Expansion 8.13, Merriwa 8.7, Bally
(Shannon 8.4, Xylophone 8.2, TauhakT 8.2,
Boutade 8.2, Cymbiform 8.2, Theodore 7.10,

Boanerges 7.8, Aema 7.4, Bridge 7.0, Royal
Guard 7.0 r Lady Medallist 7.0, Ruapere 6.10,
Milan 6.10, Subdue 6.10, Amphianser 6,7,
Sea Queen 6.7.

Ruapehu Hack Handicap of 12Osovs, six
furlongs.—Eclogue 9.6, Miss Mischief 9.3,
Passion 9.3, Mythical 8.13,. Passive 8.7.
Waioriki 8.5, Waikaraka 8.4, Seatondale 8.4,
Merrivonia 8.2, Vi 8.2, North Pole 7.12,
Te Kahurangi 7.6, Llanwern 7,5. Toanga
6.13, Te Hu 6.12, Manaia 6.7.

Telegraph Handicap of 400sovs, fix fur-

longs.—Gold Crest 9.7, Penates 9.7, Rangi-
papa 9.0, Full Rate 8.7, Goldbeater 8.6,
Armlet 8.5, Aborigine 8.5, Sir Frisco 8.4,
Tumut 7.13, Mon Ami 7.8, Woodhey 7.6,
All Guns 7.4, Bfiitaway 7.4, Sweet Angelus
7.3,. Advantage 6.7.

SECOND DAY.

Wellington Stakes of 500sovs (for two and

three-year-olds), five furlongs.—Celcano,

Applegarth, Broadsword, Sharpshooter, Kil-
winning, Cymbiform, Armlet, Bally Shan-

non, Expansion, Merriwa, Theodore, Aem.i,

Xylophone, Sea Queen, Gipsy Belle, Ta-
whaki. Kina, Nautlform.

BOVS. One mile and a-half,
st. lb. st. lb.

All Keil u 9 Iranui 7 1

Apa . 8 9 Muekerry . .. . 7 5
Husbandman 8 6 Swimming Belt 7 1

fPangimoana 8 r. Chanteuse .. . 7 0

Sir Frisco .. . 7 13 Sunbonnet . . . G 13
Artillerie ... . 7 10 Truganini . .. . G 10
I>iabolo . 7 6 Blue Ribbon G 10

Ikon ........ . 7 J yawn Rose . . G 7

}Boiirrasque . . 7 {j Adria . 6 7
Moloch 7 5

ENGLISH RACING SEASON.

ANTIPODEAN 'SUCCESSES

WOOTTON’S W'ONDERFLIL RECORD
LONDON, December 4, 1908,

Undoubtedly one of the leading features
of the flat racing season of 1908, which
came to an end last Saturday, has been
the remarkable riding of the young Austra-
lian jockey. Frank Wootton. In spite of the
fact that he suffered a month’s suspension
during the busy racing month of September,
Wootton finished up second in the list of
winning jockeys, to the accomplished Ame-
rican rider, Danny Maher, who scored just
ten more victories than the little Austra-
lian, viz., 139 to 129. Had he not fallen
under the Jockey Club’s displeasure, there
can be little doubt that Wootton would
have headed the list of winning jockeys for
the year, and thus created a record by
achieving the desire of every jockey whilst
still looking forward to his loth birthday.
As it is, he has done what no o‘her rider
of big years has ever accomplished, and
probably many years will elapse ere another

jockey makes such a bold bid for the
jockey’s championship nt such an early age.

On his arrival here from South Africa in

19o»3, Wootton was i.ut long in attracting
attention, and tn securing patronage, and

the following year his services were in

marked request. Having corrected certain

blemishes in his riding, he became the

popular boy of 1908, and for one so young —

lie Is only fifteen next month—the skill he
Mb shown Is remarkable, and he can now
bold bls own against the best of his seniors.
He has secured ft standing to be envied by
any lad, qud should circumspect conduct go
hnnd In band with his proved Ability, not
the best of them will have better prospects
than he.

During the season Wootton, who U still

*‘an apprentice,** though of course no longer
able to claim 51b allowance, has ridden 602
times. His 129 successes include three
dead-heats left undecided, and four walks-
over; he was second 102 times, end third
91 times; whilst on 208 occasions his moutil

failed to be placed. Wootton's percentage
of winners (21.42) fa consider.”bly lower

than that of 'Maher, whose 130 victories, out

Of 491 mounts, gives him an average of
28.30 per 100 rides, but the Australian's
percentage is better thau that of any

other rider.
The remarkably swift progress of Woot-

ton siuc€‘ he came Home ran be guaged
by the following figures. In 1906 he rode

16 winners only, and last year he was only
successful on 39 occasions; whilst this year

he has achieved second position, both as to

the number of winning mounts, and as to
percentage of wins. During the year

Frank’s youngest brother, Stanley, made

his debut as a jockey, and in 55 essays rode

three winners. Leslie Hewitt, who came

Home with ft big reputation, has not achiev-
ed much tliis season. Out of 230 mounts,

he has scored, including one dead-beat, 21
wins, 25 seconds, and 29 thirds, his per-

centage being 9.12 only, and bls position on

the list 24th.

LUCKY OWNERS.

Prominent among the winning owners of

the flat racing season just concluded in

England, are Messrs Win. Clark and Lionel
Robinson, who race in partnership, and
train with J. E. Brewer, at Newmarket.
This Australian combination has had a very

successful season. Of the horses Brewer

has saddled for Messrs Clark and Robinson,
13 have won between them 29 races, of the

value of £12,011, which gives the joint-
owners fourth place in the Ikst, which is
headed by Mr J. B. Joel, with a total ot

£26.246. No other owner, however, has

achieved so many successes during the sea-

son as the Australian combine, the nearest
rival being Lord Canarvon, who has won

twenty-eight races, worth £10.045. Brewer’s

successes during the season were all with

the Clark-Robinson horses, and their vic-
tories place him eighth in the list of win-
ning trainers.

The other Australianowner to take a pro-
minent place in the owner’s list is Sir

Daniel Cooper, whose small racing sClid has

earned him £7896, tne result of six races

won by four horses. The own sisters, Vivid

(2vrs) and Lesbia (3yrs). were the principal
contributors to the total, the former hav-

ing won two races worth £3365, and (he

latter two worth £3453. Last year Sir
Daniel’s winnings amounted to £8066, in

1906 they were £4197; 1905, £5584; the year

preceding £2OO. Thus in five years Sir

Daniel has won practically £26,000 on the

English Turf, a marvellous record, con-

sidering how few horses he has in training.

The Clark-Robinson winnings during that

The fates have nor been very kind to Mr

W. Larnach this season, but he has
won 7

races worth £1955. and Mr. R. Wootton, the

only other Australian owner to find a place

in the list, has saddled no fewer than 19

winners of his own for a total of £3074.
As a trainer he figures weil up in the list

ns regards races won, no less than 36 events

having fallen to horses trained by him, 23

■of which have earned one or more winning
brackets, th? total value of the stakes

(annexed being £6703. Only three trainer®,

(Hartigan 40, and Elsey and Sherwood 37

each) have succeeded in winning n greater
number of races than the Australian, and
only one, Elsey to wit. Las had more win-

ding horses in his stable thia season, M.4
count being 29 as ac-nlnst Wontton’s 23.
•ConsidcHncr the material he has had to work

upon Wootton’s record for is distinctly

goo<l Few trafn.erw cav p*jrt?>p nfteir borsui
•io cleverly the Aiwtr tf n, wr.o emt.ives

to m»k* every horsr *u tew «thai"ge pny suue.

thing toward* the fesy in’ comi Mil.

**OLD JACK’3’’ ItCCCWTD

C<Mwiue:-log hit utj Crrb.Te had done
wc l during the past hiu *tmk rim-

i»lng in England w<r.i g 3 r*.c’s wortft
<£B3».». Thirl ecu ol “ Old

”

progeny
have jiMristed to compile ite ruCcF whhUt
gives the son of Mu«k.et a :ul I lib
plate iu the winning fciivH’ .‘Usl wt a bad

Vositlon for a fftsHion I*l BQs 2?h veir
Only one o der how is thertsr. above
Carbine, and thnt Ik lEOfiuxujr k socu Gdilinule.
Foaled the year tiefare theAci-tnlan eiaels.
GuJlnule is still one of Che k .ur.u* stallions,
and this year occupies fourth on tne
list, 23 of his offspring iutviug won 42J
races worth £15,317.

Two sons or St. Simon again h .\d the list,
viz . Pons I mu ion and St. I’rusqnlu. The
former’s progeny \v<m 2S lairs, north
£28,484. whilst St. Fnisquhi. who beaded
the list last season with a total cd £23,311.
takes second place this year wnh a total of
43 wins, worth, ?J! told. £2I,SST*.

Carbine’s best winner thia y<\*>r eras the
4yr-old Glacis, which «cored in three events
worth £2907. Bushranger ?ni4h.r (Vr-o <!,
won 5 races worth £1197; Car.iti dvrs), one
went worth £905; Foresight, (syrs), one
event worth £930, ami Muscosti two races
Worth £6G2. Of the total amount won by
€ arbine s stock, those of lyrs of age and up-
wards, accounted for no less than £7MI2. ami
" I 'V I** °ll l -** races credited to ibeir sir*.

No other Australian sire mak.s much of
a show in (he stallions’ list. Tin* Jefr.ir t

has
won two racefi worth

£IBO. Aunun 11. Is represented by one win
of two races worth £l9l. Ibo rep'«tri

ntrd Bill of Portland jg responsib'e for 3
Winners of 12 events worth £2397. Dorriiezz*.-
(Musket—Rosalie) is credited with on? v n

ner of a race worth only £2O 10/, and the
English-bred (’arhino horse Fowling PI e
has had three winners of four rams wmi’i
£628. Mrs. Langtry’s old favourite r-

inan, makes only a poor s'how, only tree*
of his stock having scored durin- th» so ••

their five wins only totalling £585. Mi ll
form has a single winner to his credit, ihe
value of the race annexedbe n-r £ICO id
poor o’d Patron’s sires account for 1908 N -i

modest £46. Finally (he dead Trenton ;i
tires with two winners of a couple of race«
worth £1642. and thereby makes n h ({ r

showing than any of the livin'*

Antipodean stallions at Home sav- Carbine?

period have been as under:—
£ £

1007 1908
J5

1904 1905

£
moo

T,. Robinsan 4704 5058 2374 504*6 „

W. Clark. . . . — 6G2 7471 5652 12,011

Total . .... £43,271

OORLICK’S
O. MALTED MILK

For all agos, from th© nursery
* vK. upwards. Hoi’lieLi’sMalted

idoal food-

sily digested,
invignm-

is indis)xyn&-
to invalids

t the aged*
nd provide*
. « lull diet

Xin eicit-X
Xnes a

1 X.

CLIMES

Of allChemists and WholesaleandRetail Stores.
&0., &c. Samples: 82. Pitt St.,Sydney, N.S.W.

MALTED MILK Ltd.. Sloagb. Backs.. Eng.

— EVANS’ PATENT —

< POCKET)

GGARETTEMACifIINE
c—u-, ~, ■ LON £X3N |

—W— S VSO frMUgS |

MADE IN V <
LON DON A

It matters not where you are, •te. Q
you can always .-A'A

MAKE YOUR OWN CIGARETTES 1
and have them nice and

FRESH DAY BY DAY, 1
and know what tobacco you i

are smoking. jGt L ■/ C frrJV
PRICE (neatly packed in a

strong box, with full instructions)
2/6 each. ! 11 I ?(/F rll

Sold by all Tobacconists and Stores 111 r

thioughont the Country.
We will send one of above machines, — a

together with SOO specially cut Cigarette ItlhNuVlj irKL/dd'. StV J
Papers for 31- post free.

Br <3
For further particulars apply to the MailufiKlurer V/f —

j. evans ctayr/*-)
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Orange Blossoms.

J ENKINS—LACON.

A very pretty wedding was solemnised

al the Webb-street <Wellington) Primi-

tive Methodist Church, when Miss

Marian Rosewell Emily Lacon, oi Auck-

land, fifth daughter of the late Rowland

Francis laicon, of Redditch, England, was

Quarried to Mr. Richard Jenkins, of Well-

ington, second son of Mr. James Jenkins,

Alary bank, Wanganui. The Rev. J. Daw-

son was the diiciating clergyman. The

bride, who was given away by Mr. 11.

Elliott, was attin d in a white embroid-

ered Swiss muslin, made in Empire style,
1 rimmed with lace and silver tassels. She

wore a coronet of orange blossoms, at-

taidied to a veil richly embroidered, and

cm rried a handsome shower bouquet. Miss

Mihhed I-aeon, sister of the bride, at-

tended as bridesmaid, ami wore a pale
blue crepe de chine, trimmed with in-

sertion and old gold tassels. She wore a

daintv pink hat, ami carried a beautiful

bouquet of sweet peas and roses. Mr. ( .
Wil'-on acted as lH*st man. After the

ceremony tin? bridal party repaired to

the rooms ofAir. Mawson. where the wed-

ding breakfast was held, and attended by
friends and relatives of the bride and

bridegroom. Many handsome and useful

pre-ents were received from different

part- of the Dominion.

C LAODITON—FILLER.

A\e;y popular and pretty wedding was

at St. Matthew’s Church, Mas-

lerton, when Miss May Fuller, eldest

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. A .Fuller, of

Masterton, was married to Mr. Herbert S.
< laughton, organist at St. Matthew's

Cliur. h. and late of Ilford, London. The

c< rcmony was a fully choral one, the bride

being a member of the choir. The Rev.

11. Watson officiated. Airs. Hunn acted

as organist. The bride, who was given
away by her father, was dressed in cream

taffeta with veil and orange blossoms,
and carried a dainty shower bouquet.
Her sister. Miss Hazel Fuller, the brides-

maid. wore a cream ninon de soie frock,
and she also carried a pretty bouquet,
’lhe Ix’st man was Mr. K. Nixon.

After the ceremony, which was wit-

nessed by a crowded church, a reception
va- held at the residence of th-* bride's

parents,
** W’aitohi,” .Johnson-street.

TAYLOR- REID.

.d Knox Church, Masterton. the oth r

d.»\. liiere was celebrated the wedding of

Air. Ihomas Taylor, of the Railway De-

partment, Alasterton. The bride wore a

R< id. of Masterton. The bride wore a

blown cloth i ostume, and picture hat,
unit was given away by Mr. Donald Cam-

eron. Four bridesmaids attended

tin* bride Alis-es Reid (2). and Cameron

(_'i. the former being sisters of the bride.

I he bridesmaids’ dresses were of white

mu-!in. Mr. ( . J. Stewart was best man.

LINDOP— MITCHELL.

At St. John’s Church. Welling!on, Air.

Arthur Joseph Lindop. eldest sou of Air.

and Mrs. \V. J. Lindop. of Carterton. was

mairied to Miss Annie Mitchell, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. .James Mitchell, of Wel-

lington. The bride wore a gown of white

chill<m taffeta trimmed with Maltese lace

and chiffon. Misses E. Westrup and E.

Lindop were the bridesmaids. Mr. B.

.Mitchell was best man. and Mr. D. Ali4>

tn «».m qus.H aiaqp dn p.w dopurj p
che’l was groomsman. Mr. and Airs. A.

la riert on.

S< (H f—BAA LDOX.

A vers pretty wedding was solemnised
at St. George's Church. Thames, when

Ali-- Je-sir Bayldon. second daughter of

Captain T. C. Bayldon. harbourmaster at

Thames, was married to Mr John
.Jermyn Scott. eldest son o 4 Dr. W. G.

L of Onehliuga. The youthful bride,
who was given away by her father, look-

ed most attractive in a semi-empire gown
of ereiin* filet net voile over taffeta chif-
fon -ilk. 'The yoke was of tucked silk net

with real Maltese lace insertion, while
over the ruched sleeves fell softly new

threei|uarter sleeves of Maltese laee. She
wore th.* customary veil and wreath of

Ouadugt blu--oms, and carried a handsome

Ixmquet. She was attended by her sister,
Miss Bessie Bayldon as bridesmaid, who

also Jook»sl very pretty in pale shell

pink taffeta chiffon silk empire dress

daintily trimmed with point au spray
lace, yoke of silk tulle, and with new

ruched sleeves. She wore a black picture
hat, ami carried a pink bouquet. Mr H.
B. Taylor supported the bridegroom. The
Rev. Dr. O’Callaghan was the officiating
minister.

After the ceremony Die party drove to
the residence of the bride’s parents,
where a sumptuous repast was partaken
of and the customary toasts duly honour-

ed ; and Mr ami Airs Scott subsequently
left by the Wakatere (on which flags
were flying on honour of the occasion)
for Auckland, where their honeymoon
will be spent.

The bride's travelling dress was a

nattier blue coatee costume, outlined with
black over a dainty cream net blouse. She
wore a nattier blue hat to corresponds

The new ly-married couple were held in
high esteem by their many friends at
Thames ami elsewhere, a fact to which
the extensive display of costly and use-

ful presents testified.

E\ ANS PALTRIDGE.

At the. Cuba-street Alediodint Church,
Palmerston North, recently, Aliss Fran-
rita Oldham, third daughter of Mr. A.
Paltridge. of Palmerston, ami Air. George
Al organ Evans, of Levin, w ere married.

The bride, who was attended by six

bridesmaids, was charmingly attired in

cream figured silk lustre, ami wore a

veil of orange blossoms. She also car-

ried a bouquet of sweet peas. The

britloiuaid- w«re Mistvs L. anti E. UUl-

ham fAiivklandl, Ruby, Pearl, Violet,
and Elsie, all sisters of the bride. Mr.

and Mrs. Evans purptx-e making Levin
their future home.

.STRATFORD—MERRITT.

At St: John's Church, Nelson, recently,
Mr. Arthur .Stratford, eldest son of Mr.

M. Stratford, of Hawke's Bay, was mar-

ried to Miss Ethel Francis Merritt, sec-

ond daughter of Mrs. Merritt, of Nel-

son, the Rev. C. 11. Garland officiating.
The bride wore a very becoming eream

voile trimmed with insertion and lace.

She wai, attended by Misses Kate and
Phillis Merrit, her sisters. Mr. Maurice

Stratford, brother of the bridegroom,
acted as best man. The bridesmaids wore

dresses of pale blue silk muslin, trimmed

with insertion and tucked net. After

the ceremony a reception was held at

the bride's mother’s residence. The pre-

sents, of which there was a very large

number, were handsome and useful. The

bride received a handsome present from

St. John's choir, of which she was a

member.

DRVMMOND—JOHNSTONE.

A quiet- but pretty home wedding was

celebrated last Tuesday, when Miss Isa-

bel Johnstone, daughter of the late Mr.

J. Johnstone, of Bella Vista, Herne Bay,
Auckland, was -married to Mr, James

Drummond. French and German Master

at the Auckland Grammar School. The

drawing-room was artistically decorated

with clematis ami a beautiful wedding
bell, under which the bridal couple stood.

The ceremony was conducted by the Rev.
A. Macaulay Caldwell. The bride, who

was given away by her brother (Mr. W.

Johnstone) looked very pretty in a white
chiffon ' taffeta semi-Empire robe with

silk embossed lace on bodiee. She wore
a tulle veil over a coronet of orange
blossoms, and carried a lovely shower
bouquet. Miss Johnstone and Miss Leia
Burns attended as bridesmaids. They
wore white Swiss embroidered muslin
frocks with heliotrope and pink sashes,
and shower bomjiiets respectively. The

bridegroom s gift to the bride was a gold
dagger brooch, studded with pearls, and
to the bridesmaids gold floral brooches

set with pearls. Mr. Peter Drummond
officiated as best man, and Mr. Joseph
Johnstone as groomsman. Owing to a

recent family bereavement the wedding
party was eonfined to the immediate rela-

tives of the bride and bridegroom. The
wedding presents were numerous and
handsome. Mr. and Mrs. Drummond left
for Rotorua, Taupo and the Wanganui
River, the bride wearing a black chiffon
taffeta, black picture hat, and a cream

Sicilian eoat with toiiehejs of heliotrope.
Mrs. Johnstone (mother of the bride)
wore a black silk toilette.

NITZ—-WALKER.

At. St. Matthew’s Church, Masterton,
Mr. Rudolph Henry Nitz, second son of
Mr. H. Nitz, of Kaiwhata, East Coast,
was married to Miss Dora May Walker,
daughter of Mrs. G. Marshall, of Master-
ton. Tlie bride was gowned in cream

silk taffeta witli veil and orange blos-

soms. She was given away by her step-
father (Mr. G. Marshall). Misses L.
Welch ami Ethel Welch were the brides-
maids, and wore silk eolienne, trimmed
with silk insertion, and each wore a

crinoline hat, trimmed with tulle. Mr.
G. Vennell was best man, ami Mr. IL J.
Nitz groomsman. Amongst those pre-
sent at the wedding was Mr. Herman

Nitz, father of the bridegroom. Mr. Nitz
is an old settler of Kaiwhata, having
resided in the district over thirty years.
He wore several medals won by him

while he was in the German army.- Mr.

(every liner jbrincs
icurzon"
■Orders /—

-sgg
' I Industry and thrift go hand-in-hand, and the man whe wants

to prosper must practise both. There’s neither sense nor

reason in paying twice over for anything. “Money saved
is money earned,” and if YOU SAVE 10/- IN

I THE POUND, you are doubling your spending

MjlBlU—I f^| capacity or increasing your Bank balance. There’s
not a Liner crossing the Seas to-day which does

,W[ I l|£S[ I not carry our Suits. Our system is perfection

I I 1 I j itself, and thousands of those residing over-seas are
aHI jjim—-p" Ln availing themselves of the opportunity afforded by us

I-—' to secure their clothing from the old country. Our

llav I Blff I Catalogue-Booklet describing our business is worth

gain Mg getting, and the perusal of same will at once convince

jgtUJffB gw Lm ■ ITynYif. that we are a
“ live,” “

up-to-date ” firm with brains

M—TiHiJkJ -^ll and straight business principles. Our method of

; ;■ i I insl | Mail Order Tailoring is simple, and you can

fSUwS I SHF! rely on obtaining the latest Home Fashions,

bfc? I®.' Tsl gS 11wll correct and unequalled finish, at prices infinitely
lrfl lower* than those demanded locally for much inferior

><=S3r Isite goods. The process is simple. Merely fill in a
'*'**’ S ®'Hl postcard asking for our selection of materials. By

Ojas fits return you will receive our* latest assort<»

jg| aa wewt patterns, together with latest

I liv London fashion plates, instructions for

PH accurate self-measurement, tape measure, all Free

and Carriage Paid. To measure yourself is so

simple that we guarantee—an official form cf guarantee

i 3 en Hosed with each Booklet—to refund your money in full if

0* e g°°^ s ’Krt fit atlT are not to your thorough satisfaction. We

dispatch your order within 7 days from receipt, and if you don’t approve,
return the goods, and we will refund your money.

5| SUITS to measure - - 23/6 to 5O -

Hygienic Rainproof OVERCOATS to measure from 21/- to 45/-

I iFrA 0 2B ne World’s

L Ct,. Measure Tailors,

(Dept L* 2 X 60 82 CITY ROAD, FINSBURY, LONDON, ENGLAND.
.ft ffirffiMo PAttoFtw:

Ki CUBZM BROB. (Dep: LB2 WEEKLY GRAPHIC* Shortlaaid Street, AUCKLAKD, W.Z.
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NHz fought against the Danes in 18i>4,
against the Austriaijs in 1806, and in

the Fra neo-Prussian war in 1871. He

has tlie medal for each of those cam-

paigns, and, in addition, one for distin-

guished bravery in the field during the

Franco-Prussian war, and another, the

Kaiser Birthday Medal, issued to all who

served under the old Emperor, Wilhelm I.

SVLEIVAN—HICKSON'.

At St. Mary’s Church, Carterton, re-

cently, Miss Jessie Hickson was married
to Mr. T. F. Sullivan. The bride’s dress

was a tailor-made costume of dark green

tweed with large white hat, and she

carried a handsome white ivory prayer-
book with satin streamers. Her brides-

maid was her sister (Miss Maud Hick-

son), who was attired in white with

large black hat, and carried a bouquet of

white sweet peas. Mr. D. Sullivan (bro-

ther of the bridegroom) acted as best

man.

ENGAGEMENTS.

No Notice of Engagements or

Marriages can bo Inserted unless

Signed by Our Own Correspondent

or by some responsible person, with

Full Name and Address.

The engagement is announced of Miss

K. Mcßeth, second daughter of Mr Mc-

Beth, of Wanganui, to Mr H. McLean,
eldest son of Mr C. McLean, Napier.

The engagement is announced of Mr.

Wyvern Williams, son of Mr. T. C. Wil-

liams (Wellington and Auckland), to

Miss Mason (Napier), daughter of Mr. M.

Mason, formerly of the Hutt, Wellington.

Another engagement just given out is

that of Mr. Erie-Williams, youngest son

of Mr. T. C. Williams, to Miss Eila Val-

lante, daughter of Mr. C. Vallanc-e, Kahu-

luingi, Wasterton,

The engagement is announced of Miss

Jessie Russell, daughter of Mr. G. W.
Russell, M.P., Christchurch, to Mr. A. E.

Currie, M.A.,, barrister and solicitor,

Napier, formerly of Christchurch.

Miss Margaret Waldegrave, the eldest

daughter of C. E. Waldegrave, Esq.,
Palmerston North, is engaged to Mr.
George Keen, London.

Miss Lily Batchelor, fourth daughter
of J. O. Batchelor, Esq., Palmerston

North, is engaged to Mr. Fannin, of the

staff of Dalgety and Co., Palmerston

North.

Among Her Own People.

THE LIFE i>F QUEEN ALEXANDRIA
AT SANDRINGHAM.

BY MARY SPENCER W ARREN.

To-day is the Queen’s birthday, and
countless thousand* throughout the land

will fervently breathe the time-honoured

wish : “ Many happy returns of the

day ! ”

The Queen in London is a beautiful

and gracious lady, who imparts an in-

describable charm to royal and society
functions; who thinks and works for the

benefit of the people; and who, when

need exists, grapples with that need with

unerring tact and true womanly sym-
pathy.

Did not the Queen give her help when
distress was so rampant In the East End,
and so set an example to the many
who gladly followed? And has not her

Majesty again come forward in the hour

of the people’s distress, and thought out
and executed her beautiful photographic
scheme, whereby—as a result of the work

of her own hands—multitudes of poor
and afflicted persons will receive mate-

rial benefit?

These are but two incidents culled

from a large number spreading away
over the forty odd years since Queen
Alexandria left the country of her birth

for the country of her adoption; they
are merely indicative of the loving
kindness which has dominated th-*

Queen’s whole life and prompted deeds

which have made her universally popular
and beloved.

LADY BOUNTIFUL.

In London, the Queen thinks for the

people more or less collectively, at Sand-

ringham more or less individually; for as

far as possible her Majesty doll's her

queenly state, dispenses with its insepar-
able formality, and becomes —one says
it with all respect—the wife of a country
gentleman, the lady bountiful of a hand-

ful. of villages, in the houses of which

she is a familiar and welcome figure, and

where her presence ever Alenotes the kind-

liest interest in the doings and happen
ings of the occupants.

That those are well cared for goes with-

out., saying, and this is partly due to her

Majesty’s womanly instinct of womanly
requirements. Who does not remember

the prompt inquiry for cupboards when

the Queen visited some. County Council

dwellings and found these useful fixtures

altogether omitted- The’ necessity of de-

tail is a strong point In her Majesty’s
plans for the comfort of others; when

the cottages on the Sandringham estate

were rebuilt she had a large share in the

suggestions which wore carried out with

such happy effect.

Be it said, moreover, that this rebuild-

ing took place before even that of Sand-

ringham House, for when the Queen came

here as a young bride, she was most
earnest in her efforts and most anxious

to hurry forward the wishes of her hus-

band, that all the old cottages should be

deriiolished and model dwellings take the

plape of thatch, bad ventilation, and gen-
eral inconvenience and discomfort.

MODEL COTTAGES.

Cottages sprang up containing four or

five rooms, fitted with cooking ranges and

cupboards galore; surrounding them, a

quarter of an acre of ground for the culti-

vation of fruit ami vegetables, with an
outhouse for coal and wood storage,
which also serves, as a washhouse lor (he
women and a workshop for the men.

In nearly every cottage, evidences of

former royal visits and favours are plen-
tiful; perhaps a tea-service which the

Queen has given as a marriage present,
or link' gifts bestowed upon special occa-

sions, either connected with the royal
family or that of the cottager. Should
there be illness in any of these homes,
the Queen is always ready with, her sym-
pathetic help and kindness. Many a,

time has she sat by the bedside of an

invalid and quietly read or chatted
brightly—in accordance with the condi-
tion of the patient -and often with her
own hands has administered little deli-

cacies which she herself has provided,
and generally taken with her, too.

It is not only in the bestowal of gifts
that the Queen has so mucji endeared

herself to • the people surrounding her

gate s, for she has entered very truly into
their joys and afflictions—the common

Jot of all. Ami the Queen's fondness for

children is proverbial. Her Majesty his

often taken a child upon her knee to

nurse and amuse it. and has been known

to enter a house and take a trying baby

tn»m it* eradh ami soothe and hush it
until its mot lor’s return.

Her Majesty’* birthday is a <la\ <1 high
festival tor tie children, for in celebra-
tion of it *!•<• *en«ls out invitations to

tea to al! of them. It is a red-letter
day. rm* • t the landmark* of a child’s
lite.

ROYAL PRESENCE.

Lime was when the Queen made it a

point to Im* present throughout, handing
round plates of cake and replenishing
cups with a bu'dncss-like air. Now, how-

ever, her Majesty
”

looks in,” taking due

thought—in the midst of her pressing
duties—of the fact that her presence
gives an added zest to the children’s eu-

jo\ment.

No one needs to he told that her Ma-

jesty is among the friendliest and .home
best ladies in the land, and while, natur-

ally. sh- has not now the time she former-

ly had tor visiting the cottages, yet the

inhabitant* are by no means lost sight of.

Many ha\< been known from theii birth

up; the Queen ha* watched their educa-

tion in the splendid schools which she

ami the King have been instrumental

in providing— where technical training
succeeds the elementary ami the scholars

are turned out properly and suitably
equipped for the battle of life.

To the aged around Sandringham the

Queen has a!way* been a special friend,
and many a time has she sat ami listen; <1

to an auld wife’s, tales, doing a bit of

the old soul's knitting to occupy the

time—for it then is one thing the Queen
cannot endure, it is idleness.

” I rather pride myself on the way I

knit,” said her Majesty “lie day to one

such old woman:
*’ 1 have just made a

pair for my husband, ami ’—here the

Queen wa* interrupted with a
“ Deary

me, and do \on knit his stocking* ? Well,
well, ma'am, it’s only me ami you who

makes the things as knows the 'orrible

'oles (he men do make in the 'eels.”
Tale* grave and gay of the Queen

among her people, might be multiplied ;
ami her Majesty’s real womanly kind-

ness expatiated upon for a limitless

In joy ami in sorrow *be has been ami

is one "with them all. and not only at

Sandringham, but throughout the domin-

ion*. ail classes of individuals will hail

her Majesty’s natal day: ” The Queen!
Clod bh"*s her! -

Man.

No animal but man

life for fun.
Eat* to pa** the time..

Talks without saving anything, ami says
nothing without talking.

Make* reason a pretext for di*obcying
his instincts,

Pleads conscience for his cowardice.

Perplexes himself with problems of sex,
self and sufficiency.

Avoid* living as the fool flietb only be-

cause his manner of life is such that

his dying on an\ terms is the part of

wisdom.Rings!
s’ -i"

Bo a« particular in choosing
<*3 your Ring as choosing a wife.

© It’s amatter of quality. ©

8 g
Only 18carat stockedby

£ G. McGREGOR |
Watchmaker and 144 (J)

A Jeweller Karangahape Road

© g

g It’s easy to buy atMcGregor’s.

J. D. WEBSTER

©FLORIST37 Queen Street

Opp.RailwayStation and
Yates’ Buildings, Queen

Street

Flowers to suitall occa-
sions at the shortest
notice.

’PHONES 314 and 191

AWARDED SPECIAL SILVER MEDAL
for Artistic Floral Display of Flower Bouquete,
Baskets, ami other designs at the Auckland

HorticulturalSociety’s Spring Show, 1006.

Table Decoration and all classes of Floral

amuigemeutundertaken.

AiinrnT ■ ■ FtORIBT & SKKDBMAN.
GILBERT J. MACKAY, i»s queen stkeet

ANNOUNCEMENT.

By Special By Special
Appointment Appointment

to to

The The

Earl and Countess Earl and Countess
of of

Glasgow. Ranfurly.

Nodinc
Uabies’ Uailovs,

Wellington.
■jITH. NODINE will personally visit the

following towns with samples of new
goods jind new styles for autumn wear, and
will be pleased to take measures for pre-
sent and future requirements.

GISBOKNE-

Wednesday, February 10.

Saturday, February 13.

NAPIER—

Thursday, February 11.

Friday, February 12.

AUCKLAND—

Monday, February 15.

Tuesday, February 16.

Wednesday, February 17<

NEW PLYMOUTH—

Thursday, February 18.

WANGANUI—

Friday. February 19.

Saturday, February 20.

Mr. Nedine’s address will bo notified in

the local papers a few days previously.

TIDY HANDS.

Don’t neglect your hands ;

every detail in appearance
counts.

Your hands may be as clean
as soap and water will make

them, and still be dirty.
RGB IN SYDAL—-

it cleans out the pores, lids the

skin of impurities, and makes

the hands smooth, white and
clean.

SYDAL is especially good for
chapped and sore hands, sun-

burn, and all minor skin irregu-
larities.

Price Is. 6d. a jar: All Chemists.
3

Do you get the

protection offered by

Calvert’s
20% Carbolic Soap.

Useful to prevent the attacks of
mosquitoes and other insects, or to

antiseptically cleanse their bites.
Popular as a safeguard against

contagious diseases, and so thor-
oughly purifying for the bath.

Of Chemistsand Storcn throughoutAnntralaaia.
Makers : F. C. Calvert A Co., Manchester, Eng.

I
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4 To take a DRLLI -

to his wife
a And in ike >l.l’ nappyall her life,
■a Professor leivea his gimp behind,

1 For having DZVuLI on his mind.

I r “ Dadli ’ t vbe t. iao>t simp! and most cotn-

forUtk way i’.cnuv;. bul p- ndem qI stove and

x

g.i it can he usedanywhere,

i *

/■>
-k ■ a >'< ’<t fuel with

«»ut us fumes. No risk

*1 Z?I’/v?>1’/v?> 11 “ ’ heahhier and

•1 'u<;r ilm “ 4,y hou.

3 Of all • keepers,
n Ifauj difTiculty npply io:—

‘ Au.kUnJai>J '5 citingt jiu
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Society Gossip.

CAMBRIDGE.

Pear Bee, Jan. 16

Yon will think I have forgotten you, it

Is so long since 1 have written; but there

is always a terrible dearth of news at

this time of the year, as so many people
are away, and others occupied with their

relations so that there have not been any

parties to record
There was a large gathering of mem

bers and friends on the Cambridge cro-

quet lawns, to meet a party of Hamilton

players. The three lawns were in ex-

cellent order, and six games were playet
resulting in three games being won by

cither side. .The ladies committee dis

jpensed afternoon tea, which was much

appreciated. Some of the jMirty returned

to Hamilton by steam launch. The

Hamilton players were Mr and Mrs Horne,

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Smith and

Miss Wallnut I. The Cambridge players
were Mrs. Richardson and Mrs. McDer-

mott, Miss Veale and Mrs. Forbes, Mrs,

Bunyard and Mrs. Bell.

The 1. Zingaris, of Auckland, played

a cricket match here on Saturday against

the Cambridge Club, which resulted in a

win for the local club by 27 runs. They

were entertained by the club here, and

were taken t’»>r a drive on Sunday to see

the sights.
We are looking forward to hearing th?

Welsh choir of singers, who are adver-

tised to appear here towards the end of

the month; from all atcounts we shall

have a treat.

PERSONAL.

Mrs. W. S. Stewart, of Foxton. Mana-

watu, who resided in Cambridge a number

of years ago, paid a flying visit here on

Saturday, returning on Monday by way

of the Main drunk railway. -She has

been doing Rotorua and the Waitomo

Caves, and was the guest of Miss G Wyn-

ne th while in Cambridge.
Mrs. Willis, who stayed behind for a

fortnight with Dr. an I Mrs. Roberts, after

the family had gon? to their summer

residence at St. Helier’s Bay, left on

Monday last to join them.

Mrs. A. 11. Nicoll is al. present visiting
her sister. Mrs. A. B. Ilerrold, of Remu-

Mrs. B. Coupe r and Miss Cave returned

last week from Papakura, where they
have been staying with Mrs. Cave, of

’‘Hillcrest.” Miss Daisy Cave has re-

turned with them.

Miss Mabel Hay has been the guest of

Mrs. Wells, of Oakleigh, for the last three

weeks, and has erturned to Auckland to-

day.
Mr. and Mrs. Buckland have returned

io Cambridge from Rotorua, where they
spent their Christmas holidays.

Mrs. W. A. Scott has gone to stay
with Mrs. Runciman, of Parliament-street,
Auckland.

ESIE.

GISBORNE.

Dear Bee, January 14.

People are flocking back to town daily
after the holidays, and the streets are

wearing a less deserted appearance than

they have done during the past two or

three weeks. Great interest is being
taken in

THE TENNIS TOURNAMENTS,

at both the Kaiti and Whataupo Clubs,

and an interesting game was played at

the former courts on Thursday after-

noon, when after a close and exciting
game Mrs. Carmichael and Mrs. R. U.

Burke defeated Mrs. Barlow and Miss
MacCredie; another interesting game

was between Miss MacCredie and Mr.

Barlow v. Miss Bright and Mr. Simson,

which resulted in a win for the former.

Mr. Margoliuth and Mr. R. U. Burke also

had a close game, when Mr. Margoliuth

was again victorious, though only win-

ning by a few points.
A team of bowlers have gone down to

Napier to take part in the championship
meeting, which takes place there this

year.

Mrs. Carmichael gave

A SMALL CROQUET PARTY

at her home, ‘‘Te- Hapara,” on Thurs-

day afternoon, and although the weather

was rather windy to be pleasant the

lawn was in splendid order, and some

good games were played. Mrs. Car-

michael was wearing white linen with
insertions of Teneriffe work, burnt straw
hat with trimmings of dark blue silk.

Her guests included Mrs. J. W. Williams,
blue and white cambric, large white leg-
horn hat with clusters of pink roses;

Mrs. Kells, white embroidered linen, hat

of cream crinoline straw trimmed with

black feathers; Mrs. Menn also wore

white linen, and lint of Tuscan straw

with .touches of roses; Mrs. Frank Bar-

ker, red and white striped silk costume

with white silk vest ami sleeves, large

black crinoline straw hat. with a wreath

of shaded red roses round the crown;

Mrs. Harney, grey floral muslin and

black and white hilt; Mrs. A. Seymour,

white embroidered muslin, white hat with

cachings of cream tulle and black lace;
Mrs. Waschmann, grey striped muslin

and small black hat; Mrs. A. Rees, brown

check silk with trimmings of ball fringe,
burnt straw hat trimmed witli green

velvet ribbon and roses; Mrs. Willock
had a gown of navy taffeta and a hat

of navy straw with tulle to match; Mrs.

Stock, white lawn, burnt straw hat with

branches of violets; Miss M. Williamson,
white muslin inserted with lace, large
white chip hat trimmed with white tulle

and black lace and large bunch of pink

roses; Miss Willis, floral muslin, white
I-at trimmed with flowers.

VISIT OF H.M.S. CHALLENGER.

Visits from the warships of the Aus-

tralian Squadron are few and far be-

tween to this part of the Dominion,

and the arrival of the H.M.s. Challenger
in the Bay <u Tuesday created quite a

sensation, and on Wednesday afternoon

many people availed themselves of the

opportunity to visit the warship, which
wais open for inspection that day. In

the afternoon Commander Herbert Da

Costa and some of the officers came

ashore, and at the Tnvitation of Messrs.

W. and H. Barker,Tucker and Adair were

taken out to Te Arai in motor cars,

where they paid a visit to the historical

little Maori Church, returning home via

Kaitaratihi aud Whataupoku. After-

wards they were entertained at after-

noon tea by his Worship the Mayor and

Mayoress (Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Lysnar).

The Commander and officers were also

entertained at the Poverty Bay Club.

During the afternoon the ship’s band

gave a most enjoyable concert at the

Trafalgar rotunda, which was much ap-

preciated by those who were fortunate

enough to be present. Unfortunately

the visit of the H.M.s. Challenger being

of short duration, gave the people of

Gishorne little or no chance of extemd-

ling the hospitality they would like to

have done, and we can only hope for a

better opportunity next time they come.

The Challenger sailed at an early hour

on Thursday morning for Napier.

PERSONALS.

Miss Westenra, of Christchurch, who

has been the guest of Mrs. Broderick,

Clifford-street, returned South by the

Wimmera on Wednesday last.

Amongst the passengers by the Wai-

kare an Sunday last, bound for the

Sounds’ trip, were Miss A. de Lautour

and the Misses Crisp.
Miss Nolan is paying a short, visit to

her sister, Mrs. R. Barton, Whatatuhu.
Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Davies and the

Misses Davies retunned by the Monowai

on Wednesday last from Napier, where
they had been spending the Christmas

holidays with relations.

Mr. Kissling (Samoa) is visiting his

son, Mr. C. Kissling, Cliilders-road.

Mr. and Mrs. W. .D. Lysnar left by
the Wimmera on Wednesday evening for

Wellington.
Mrs. Parker, of Napier, is on a visit to

Mr. and -Mrs. F. Parker.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Hill are staying with

relations in Christchurch.

Miss Christophers left by the Monowai

on Wednesday morning for a short visit
t-o Auckland.

ELSA.

WANGANUI.

Dear Bee, January 15.

Owing no doubt to the unseasonable

weather and so many people still being

away for the holidays, both the croquet
and tennis courts are almost deserted.

There were only a few' players at. the

Campbell-street tennis courts on Satur-

day, when afternoon tea was given by
Miss Cave. On Wednesday evening, Miss

Imlay gave a very enjoyable bridge party
Amongst those present were: Mr and

Mrs Finlay Saunders. Mr and Mrs A.

Lewis, Mrs Colin Campbell, Mrs Patter-

son, Mr and Mrs Lomas, Mrs Phareizyn,
Mr Marshall, Mr Stevenson, Mr Strouts.
Mrs Riddell (Napier).

PERSONAL ITEMS. ’

Mrs Pharazyn, of Wanganui, has re-

turned from her visit to Mrs Steedman
in Napier.

Mrs Riddell, of Napier, is the guest of
her mother, Mrs A. la-wis, in Wanganui.

Mr and Mrs C. Weston, of New Ply-
mouth, who have been staying in Wanga-
nui for some weeks, have returned to

their home.

Mis Butts, of Wellington, is the guest
of Mrs Arthur Nixon, in Wanganui. ,

Mr and Mrs Good, of Wanganui, have

returned from their holiday in Rangiti-
kei. ,

Miss Cory, of Wanganui, has returned
from her visit to friends in Rangitikei.

Mr, Mrs and Miss Ruth Fairburn have

returned from their holiday in Auckland
and Rotorua.

Mrs G. Currie, of Wanganui, is staying
in Napier with her mother, Mrs McLean,

Mr and Mrs W. Hirst, of New Ply-
mouth, have come to reside in V' ‘

HUIA.

PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Bee, January 15.

A celebrity party, given by Mrs Wal-
lace, Broad-street, relieved the monotony
of the week. Everyone seemed rather

smart at discovering what personage,
past or present, they had pinned on their
back, were it Kruger, Guy Fawkes, Tom

Long, or others of doubtful fame. Mrs

Dennett (Auckland) and Miss Levin,
with sixteen correct guesses, tied for the

first prize. Miss Levin eventually win-

ning it, and receiving a handsome book
of Academy pictures. Mrs Bennett was

presented with an autograph book, and
Miss Fenton third, with fourteen guesses,
won a birthday book. Mrs Wallace
wore a pale pink muslin frock, the bodice
trimmed with cream lace and black vel-
vet ribbon. The guests included Mrs
W. Harden, in cream cloth, embroidered
in gold, burnt straw hat, with pink and
crimson roses; Mrs Preece, black-and
white striped muslin, with spray of pale
heliotrope flowers, black hat with biack
feathers; Miss Preece, cream serge Fton

costume, with pipings of pale blue, large
pale blue hat, with bliie tulle and rose;
Miss Fenton, navy blue serge Eton coat
and skirt, with facings‘and cuffs of pea-
cock blue cloth, navy* hat with silver
band; Mrs Moeller, pale blue cloth Eton

costume, cream, lace vest, black hat,
with black feathers; Miss Hewen,
(Christchurch),- white muslin and lace,
cream hat, with pale pink roses; Miss

Robinson, white embroidered muslin,
white glace sash, large black hat with

cerise roses; Miss Doris Robinson, vjhite
muslin and lace, pink hat with roses;
Mr Randolph, black doth eoat and skirt,
braided in black, black hat with black
feathers; Miss Randolph, brown linen
eoat and skirt, cream lace vest, brown
hat. with tulle and ehaded brown

feather; Miss Howarth, white muslin,
white tulle hat, with pink rose; her sis-

ter, also in white, with cream hat, with

cornflowers; Mrs Moody, cream embroid-

ered cloth Eton costume, large cream

hat, with cream and pale blue tulle;
Miss Levin, white embroidered muslin,
hat with roses; Miss — Levin, fawn and

brown linen frock, pink hat. with draped
scarf; Mrs Bennett (Auckland), grey
striped coat and skirt, dark green silk

collar, eream hat, with flowers; Mias
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Batchelor, pale green muslin, trimmed
with white laee, large cream hat, with
pale shades of silk trimming.

PERSONAL NOTES.

Mrs Lionel Abraham and family are

spending some weeks at Tetahi Bay,
Wellington. j. .

Mr and Mrs J. L. Barnicoat and

family have gone to Napier for three
weeks.

Mrs J, P. Innes has gone to New Ply-
mouth to visit Mrs 11. S. Fitzherbert.

Mr and Mrs Rannell, who have been

spending some months in Palmerston,
returned to Auckland this week.

Bishop and Mrs Wallis, Wellington,
were visitors to Palmerston for a few

days this week.

Mr K. Wilson has returned from a

trip to England.
Miss Winifred Bailey, who has been

staying with Mrs A. Rennell, returned
last Monday to her home in Wanganui.

Miss Hewen, Christchurch, is the

guest of Mrs Wallace, Board-street, Pal-
merston North.

VIOLET.

WELLINGTON.

Bear Bee,—. January 15.

Two more engagements to announce,
ana notn tne.se ,a cue same uum.y, and

in Mmuon to tae tyo. wvaumg,
now.'.ami April, it 13 euougu to makb

trie uiost movuer quail, and
A.rs. 1. williams -has been iLugri.mny
condoled with almost as muen as con-

gratulated. 1 ne two latest engagements
are taiose of her sons, Mr. and
Mr. Erie Williams, the latter being the
youngest of the big family,'all of whom
are noted for their good looks,

Aitewiiinae at

- THE FLOWER SHOW

was quite good, considering the number
of people etui out of town, and the dis-
tance of the hail where the show was

held. Sweet peas attracted most atten-

tion, but earnations were a good second,
eoiiic oi ine being remarkably
fine. Several amateurs were very , suc-

cessful, among them being Mrs. H. D.
< rawford, who exhibited for the < first
time, and carried off several prizes, both
for sweet peas and carnations. The de-
corated tables were few in number, one
of Iceland poppies and feathery grass,
put up in silver vases, being most artis-
tic. It had a popular rival in one done
with pale pink Sweet peas. The show

was opened by Mrs. Tuckey, who was

presented by the President (Dr. Izard)
with a bouquet of shaded red roses and
earnations. Afternoon tea. was not avail-
able, so there was no temptation to lin-

ger at the show once the round of in-

spection had been made. Mrs. Tuckey
wore black corded silk with laee ruf-
fles, and a black toque with violets; Mrs.

Chatfield, silver grey figured taffetas
with lace sleeves and vest, crinoline hat

wreathed with flowers; Mrs. Pearce,
white embroidered muslin, and pale
green hat; Mrs. von Haars t, pale grey
taffetas, with touches of silver, black
picture hat; Mrs. Joseph, champagne
chiffon hand painted with a design of

apricot roses and bordered with black,
yoke and sleeves of Irish guipure with
knob of black velvet, black picture hat
with sweeping plume of apricot shades;
Alius Joseph, figured ninon de sole, deli-

cately embroidered and inserted with
laee, white picture hat encircled with a

single ostrich plume of rose du Barr if
Mrs.. Joseph, pale grey crepe de chine,
blouse of Irish lace, and black picture
flat; : Mrs. Tringham, reseda and white

striped linen, the smart cut-away coat

bound with green, big black picture hat;
Mrs. Macarthy, i,vo,r.v cloth, the bretclles

ornamented with big embroidered but-

tons, diselosimg, a .. vpst and sleeves of
lace;' white Tuscan hat with wreath of

clover and grasses; Mrs. Rutter, pale
blue cloth, laee blouse, pale blue hat
with pink roses; Miss Harding, brown

linen and brown hat with hydrangeas;
Miss Kane, mauve and white floral ninon

de soie, direetoire coat of pale mauve

taffetas and mauve picture hat with
white plumes; Mrs. Cohen, black taffe-

tas; Mrs. O’Connor, black tailor-made

and toque with flowers; Miss O'Connor,
eliiffon voile ami rose wreathed hat; Mrs.

Izard, blue voile lace yoke, and blue h.it

with wings; Mrs. Cross (Christchurch),
black and white chiffon taffetas with

(smartly braided coatee, black picture
hat; Mrs. Samuel, blue shantung, and

black picture hat; Miss Haise, eau de

nil eolienne and black hat; Mrs. Shand,
ivory .‘loth coat and skirt, pale blue hat

■with flowers; Mrs. Hales, brown tailor-

made and black hat with roses;

Mrs. Ward, black crepe tfe chine and

pale blue toque.

AN AT HOME.

One of the most energetic and success-

ful hostesses in Wellington is Mrs. Hales,
and there are few distinguished visitors

to Wellington who have not enjoyed her

hospitality. On Friday it was Mrs. Hum-

phrey (San Francisco) who was the guest
of honour, arid the guests invited to meet

here were numerous. Mrs. Humphrey
has already made ihany friends in Well-

ington, she.and her daughter (Miss Olga
.Humphrey) having been staying with

Mrs. Knox Gilmer for the past fortnight.

Mrs. Hales is an enthusiastic gardener,
and.the blaze of geraniums, carnations,
and sweet peas at Remuera was enough
to make anyone covetous. The tea rabies

were decorated with poppies, and carna-

tions in glowing hues of red, softened

with feathery gysophila. Roses and

carnations were placed about the draw-

ing room in bowls, giving a delicious

fragrance.
The hostess wore pastel grey taffetas

veiled in black Chantilly net, run with

velvet bebe ribbon and inserted with

laee. Mrs. Humphrey was in black satin

< harmeuse, with a Direetoire coat of
black poplin elaborately appliqued with

white silk and braided in black, a blouse

of bebe Irish crochet in an ivory tone,
and a black picture hat with ostrich

feathers completed her toilette.
Clever recitations were quite a feature

of the afternoon, among the performers
being Mrs. Malcolm Ross, Mrs. Cross

(“Helene Foder”), and Miss Freeman,
the two latter being Christchurch people
who are here for a visit.

Airs. Cross was wearing black and

white chiffon voile with epaulettes and

a skirt panel of white filet laee. and a

guimpe and sleeves of spotted net, black

picture hat. Mrs. Seddon wore black taf-

fetas and a black toque; Mrs. Brown,
brown chiffon voile with touches of palest
blue, brown hat; Miss Logan, biscuit em-

broidered muslin, black picture hat; Miss

Cooper, white embroidered muslin, and

black hat; Mrs. Gilmer, black and white

tailor-made, and black hat; Miss Free-

man, pastel chiffon voile, lace yoke and
black hat; Mrs. Tringham, smart tailor-

made, and hat with roses; Mrs. (Smith,
iio.ain voile ami black hat.

Two grass-widowed brides, homeward

bound, after the briefest of honeymoons
are Mrs. Plummer and Mrs. Tonga. The

latter was formerly Miss Gwen Platts,
and it had been arranged that the wed-

ding should take place in England directly
on the arrival of Mr. Tbnge's ship, the

Opawa. At the last moment the plans
were altered, and the wedding was cele-

brated at this end last Saturday. There

were no guests, and the bride wore her

travelling dress of ivory cloth, braided,
and a white hat with wings. Her fellow

passenger is Mrs. Plummer, who as Miss

Whitelaw was married a short time ago
to the second officer of the R.M.S. Rimu-

taka? By a regulation of the shipping
companies, officers and their wives are

not supposed to travel in the same ship
unless special permission is given at head-

quarters. Therefore two disconsolate

bridegrooms will journey to England by
the Opawa and Rimui aka.' In England
they 'will be met by their brides, who

travelled together by the Arawa. Under

the circumstances it may be considered
that the brides get the best of it, as they
have the comfort of each other’s -com-

pany, and can discuss their respective
trousseaux, weddings, etc., always such
a topic of interest.

Mr. and Mrs. Rankine Brow n have gone
to Auckland for the meting of the Uni-
versity Senate.

Mr. and Mis. Von Ilaask are in the
North for the same purpose.

OPHELIA.

BLENHEIM.

Dear Bee, January 13.

DANCE.

La.-.t Thursday evening the Misses
Goulter entertained, a number of young
friends at their home at “Timara.” Two

rooms were well prepared for danc-
ing, which Was indulged in until sunrise
on Friday morning, and a most enjoyable
time was spent by all present. A marquee
was erected at the side of the homestead,

where a most appetising supper w<w

provided, consisting of every kind of deli-
cacy obtainable, the table being most

tastefully decorated with Christmas Llies
and sw<*vt peas. The drive to and front
“Timara” was also much appreciated, the
weather being so very plea-ant. Mr. and
Mrs. and the Mbse* Goulter .ill received
their guests at the entrance of the hall.
Mrs. Goulter looked well in black crepe,
de chine; the Misses Coulter (.») al!

wore pretty white dresses relieved with

coloured sashes. Sonic of those present
were: Mrs. 11. Goulter (Kaikoura),
white crepe dp chine Misses Goulter,
white muslin; Ethel Goulter. • ream silk;
N. Goulter, white mii'lin relieved with
red; A. Goulter, pretty white -ilk blouse

and red accordeon-pleated skirt; Miss
Troloye (Christchurch), wine < idoured

silk, relieved with cream trimming-;
Miss E. Brown (South Sea Islands),
white muslin trimmed with Valenciennes

laee; Miss E. Movvat, white muslin; Miss
N Mowat, white muslin; Miss I). Clone-
ton, white spotted muslin; .Miss ( . ( ,’lou«-

ton, white muslin; Miss R. Horton, black

not over white satin slip; Miss Neville,

pale blue chifl’on taffetas; Miss Amy
Neville, pink silk; Messrs. Goulter iß>,

C. BRANDAUER & Co.’s, Ltd. These series

Circular Pointed scratch nor spurt
Tlley gl‘ de OV^r

the roughest

paper with the
Seven ease of a soft

Ps-ioio Mahals. J lead pencil.

Ask your Storekeeper for an
Worte ” Biir-ming-Haire, England. assorted Samole Box.

_ .'--gsi wit ; r .-zantra

flcCullaglj Gower
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, QUEEN STREET,

AUCKLAND,
HAVE OPENED A NEW LOT OF

TUSSORE SILKS.
THE SHADE in lighter than usual and will commend itself as more

becoming to the wearer. The QUALITY is “TUP TOP.”

THE PRICE is 1/11J yard.

We can recommend if. Canyoußuyit?
Other Prices of this favourite Silk, 1/41, 1/91, 2/11J, 3/3, 3/6.

White Japs.
7fd, 9jd, 1/3J, 1/4J, 1/61, 1/HL 2/3, 2/11, 3/6, 3/11 per yard.

FIRST CHOICE, EVEN WEAVE, PURE SILK. Splendid washers, and

well known for Durability and Satisfaction.

New Dress Silks.
In the SPANISH CORD, CHIFFON TAFFETA, PAI LETT IC, SATIN

ROYAL. Write for Patterns, etc.

McCULLAGH & GOWER
ARE SILK IMPORTERS.

A. WENIGER, 52 Vivian Street, Wellington.

EXPERT LONDON FURRIER.
Experienced Manufacturer and Remodeller of the highest,class and most costly furs to the largest London firms of Messrs. George Smith & Co..
Bevington & Morris, J. B. Cremer, and Monsieur Konski, Court Furrier. We offer good large grey Opossum Rugs on dark cloth; also first-class
real white Fox, and finest quality Thibet Stoles ; Muffs to match If desired. Electric Seal Throw-overs, lined best Brocade Silks, from 70s. the set,
post free. Seal jackets entirely re-made to any shape and re-llned; also enlarged or lengthaned. with addition. Every other kind of furs also
repaired, etc. All we sell is manufactured by us on the premises, and guaranteed of the finest quality and workmanship. All goods sold and warft

done, are for net and ready cash only.
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J. Ward, Munro (2), M. Cleghorn (Wel-
lington). J. Jackson, (!. McShane, Clou
Btone (2), Bolton and Clarke.

TENNIS.

Last Saturday afternoon very few ap-
peared on the Marlborough Lawn Tennis
grounds, the weather being so unsettled.
Mrs. Scot-Smith had prepared a very
dainty tea it was a pity so few were

there to enjoy it. Some of those pre-ent
were: Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Scot-
Smith, Mrs. McCallum, Mrs. Innes. Mrs.

Wolferstein, Mrs. Broughton, Mrs.
Neville (Christchurch). Mr-.. Brittain
and Miss Neville

RIVER Pit NIC.

Mr. and Mrs. Strachan entertained a

few of their friends at a rivet pienic on

Monday afternoon, amongst those in-
vited were: Mrs. and "Miss Strachan
(Dunedin), Mr. and Mrs. Orr, Mr. and

Mrs. Neville (Christchurch), Mrs. R.
McCallum, Mrs. Northcroft, Mrs. and
Miss Scot-Smith, and Misses Neville (2).
A dainty tea was provided, the party
returning home in the cool of the even-

ing.

PERSONAL ITEMS.

Air. and Mrs. IL Sinsted (Westport)
are the guests of Mr. and Mrs. R. Bell,
“Riverlands.”

Miss M. Lucas (Christ church) is the

guest of Mrs. C. .1. W. Griffiths at ‘The

Barton.”
Miss Searell (Invercargill) is the guest

of Mrs. E. Robinson.

Mrs-, and the Misses Ewart (2) have
returned from visiting friends in Wel-

lington.
Mr. E. B. Evans (Pahiatua). who lias

been .visiting Mr. and Mrs. I>. Coleman.
“Vernon.” has returned.

Mrs. and Miss. Stace, “Robin Hood

Bay,” have gone on a visit to the Empire
City.

Miss Amuri Neville lias returned from
her visit to “Langley Dale.”

Miss Scot-Smith lias gone for a holi-

day to hiverca rgilL
JEAN.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, January 15.

As is usual in January, things are

very quiet in town as far as society news

is concerned.
The only gathering which I know of

was

A MUSICAL EVENING

given by Mrs. H. H. Loughnan at her

residence, Avonside, in honour of Herr

Benno Seherek and Mrs. Scherek, who
are spending a short time in Christ-

church before going to Melbourne. The
hostess received her guests in the draw-

ing-room. She was wearing a pretty
gown of pale turquoise blue satin.

Among those who contributed musical

items were Herr Benno Scuerek, Miss

Seherek, Mrs. and Miss Kettle, Dr.
Crooke, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Loughnan.
Others present were Mrs. Scherek, Mrs.
Gower Burns, Miss Burns, Mr. Hesse,
Mrs. Crooke, Mrs. Michael Campbell,
Miss Campbell, Miss Boulton,, Mr. and

Mrs. Boyes, Mr. and Mrs. Cuthbert, Miss
Cuthbert, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Thomas,
and Miss Tabart.

CONCERTS.

Madame Ada Crossley gave two con-

certs in His Majesty's Theatre. The first
was on Saturday night, when Madame
and her talented company charmed their

hearers with their beautiful music; in-

deed, several people express the opinion
that it is far and away the best concert
company which has visited Christchurch.
Amongst the large and appreciative audi-
ences were: Mr. and Mrs. A. E. G.
Rhodes, Mrs. Blunt. Mr. Sergeant. Mr.
and Mrs. 11. 11. Loughnan, Mr. and Mrs.
Heaton Rhodes, Mrs. and Miss Kettle,
Mr. and the Misses Humphreys, Mr. and

Mrs. Monteith. Miss Devenish Meares,
M.s. Cobham, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas,
Madame Bernstein, Mr. and Mrs. Kin-

sey, Miss Anderson, Miss Prins. Mrs. and
the Misses Moorhouse, Mr. and Mrs.
Ranald Macdonald, Mr. and Mrs. Mere-
dith-Kaye, Mr. and Mrs. Fairhurst,
Miss Fairhurst, Dr. and Mrs. Crooke,
Dr. and Mrs. Irving, the Misses Leech,
Miss Hargreaves, the Misses Kitson, Sec-
retan and Cook.

At the first concert Madame Ada
Crossley wore a lovely gown of green and
gold with an emerald green aigrette in
her hair. At the second her dress was
of yellow silk with front panel and bod-

ice of silver sequins, her ornaments dia-

monds. head-dress white ostrich feathers
secured by a diamond star.

PERSONALS.

Mr. and Mrs. Pyne and family have re-

turned to Christchurch from their visit
to Springfield with Mrs. Duncan Cam-
eron.

Mrs. Stead, “Strowan Park,” Christ-
church, has returned from Hawke’s Ray.

Mr. and Mrs. Wigram arrived in
Christchurch from England yesterday
(January 14).

Miss Wigram (England) is the guest
of Mrs. Beswick at Park Terrace.

Mr. J. D. Hall and faniily have been
spending the holidays at Hororata. Mrs.
Hall is now the guest of Mrs. Dunean
Cameron at Methven.

Miss Todd (Napier) is staying with
friends in Christchurch.

Mrs. J. D. Lance (Christchurch) is
visiting Lady Clifford at Stoneyhurst.

Mrs. Stilling (Dunedin) is the guest
of Airs. W. Harman at Fendalton.

Mrs. and Miss Empson (Timaru) are

staying at the Deanery, Armagh Street,
Christchurch.

Quite a number of Christchurch resi-
dents intend visiting England early this
season. Mrs. and Miss Walker and Miss

Wilson leave this month for Italy.
Amongst others leaving are Mr. and Mrs.
A. E. G. Rhodes and family, Mr. and
Mrs. Ranald Macdonald and family, Mr.
and Mrs. R. Allen and Miss Ogle, Miss
Lucy Kitson, Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Way,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Miles, and Mr. and Mrs.
F. Hayhurst.

DOLLY VALE.

FACE-CREAK -/-NTkl
WITHOUT K ££££%
GREASE.

ICILMA FLUOR S ) LT
CREAM, England's V; } y
premier face-cream, is <' "’•fl
the only really SAFE i
face-cream. Delight- Ki

*

fully refreshing, it frees
the skin from tan, chaps.
roughness, redness.

, and Insect bites. Being greaseless, it is

the only true aid to Natural Beauty. No
othercream is so cleansing, so beneficial
or so harmless.

Icilma.
, Fluor Cream
is deliciously fragrant and foamy, and
imparts the marvellous cleansing and
toning virtues of ICILMA NATURAL
WATER. Cannot grow hair, needs no

powder, and has none of the dangerous
after-effects of greasy creams. Most
economical of all creams. Use Icilma
Fluor Cream daily andwatch your skin
grow clearer.

Never use a face-cream without first rub-
bingit on thinwhitePaper to see if it leaves

[lcilma is pronounced—eye-silma ]
Obtainable from

Ralph R. rarnhain, Chemist
North Shore.

A. Eccles, Chemist, Queen St.
W. H. Woollams, Chemist,

Queen Street.
Fluor Cream, 2/6 per pot.

Children’s

Coughs and Colds
need immediate attention, otherwise
more serious ailments may develop.
There is no remedy so safe and harm-

less, so good and efficacious as the
one that for over 40 years has been

the standard family cough remedy—

BONNINGTON'S IRISH MOSS
But insist on Bonnington’s.

The Question of the Day
The question of to=day, of tomorrow,
and of every succeeding day is

HAVE YOU USED PEARS’ SOAP? If you have

not, you have not done your duty by your skin and

complexion. If, on the other hand—that is on both

hands, and on the face, and on the skin generally—

you HAVE used PEARS, you can feel happy, for you
will have done the best that possibly can be done

for the skin’s health and beauty. There can be no

question about that.

PEARS has been making beautiful complexions
for nearly 120 years.

PEARS
MATCHLESS FOR THE COMPLEXION
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Children’s Page

COUSINS’ BADGES.

Cousins requiring badges are requested
to send an addressed envelope, when the

badge will be forwarded by return mail.

COUSINS’ CORRESPONDENCE.

YOUNGER COUSINS’ LETTEBS.

Dear Cousin Kate,—I have not written
for quite a long time, because I have
been away for my holidays. I was

staying in the Whangarei and had lots

of fun. They had a big carnival while I

was up there, and a regatta. One day 1

went for a picnic in a motor launch

right down to the Heads. I hod lots of

fruit in Whangarei—plums, and peaches,
and oranges. Good night- Cousin Kate.

With love from Cousin GORDON.

|Dear Cousin Gordon,—What a de-

lightful holiday you have had; it all

sounds so fascinating, except that launch
picnic down to the Heads. How you
must have hated coming back to this
hot town. What was the carnival like?
Did you take any part in it, or were

you only one of the onlookers, that al-

ways have so much the best time? Yon

need not have gone out of town to get
plums or peaches. They have been very
plentiful here this year, but, of course,
they are not nearly so nice as those you
pick yourself fresh from the trees, are

they?—Cousin Kate.j

41 4? 4"

Dear Cousin Kate,—I hope when this
reaches you, you are in the best of

health. Jane is away for a holiday. I

am going to stay home all the holidays.
I suppose you have heard before this
about the terrible accident that hap-
pe.ned to my younger sisters. But

thank heaven! they escaped being hurled
away down in the dark, ghost-like waters
of the Waikato! But a sad fate befell

live beautiful horses. They met their

death nobly. The driver was the only
one that was hurt in any way, but now

he is better. The children were none

the worse for the ducking, when they
were safe on the shore. A herd of cat-

tle went past this morning, going to the

slaughter yard. But worse luck there
is no news. All are well. Your Cou-

sin TAI.

[Dear Cousin Tia,—How awful you
must all have felt when the news of

the accident reached you, but I suppose
that you heard the children were quite
safe at the same time. Your mother
must have been terrified; a thing like

that makes one feel ill for days after-

wards. I hope by this time you have
all recovered from the shock, and that
the driver is well on the road towards
recovery. lam sorry you can’t get away
for your holidays; it is always disap-
pointing to have to spend them at home.
1 expect you feel rather envious when
you think of Jane tripping round, don’t
you? However, there must be lots of

new people in Taupo just now’, aren't
there? and they make a little change
and it will be your turn next time.—•

Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate,— Mother and Mary
have gone to Rotorua for a fortnight, so

I am staying over at TaEapuna with

Aunt Alice. It is lovely over here, but

it is rather windy. The cottage my aunt

has is rather small, so three of us have

to sleep in one room, and Aunt Alice

says that we talk all niglit, and when

we are not talking, we are having pillow
fights, she is 'sure, from the noise we

make. We very nearly had a nasty
accident going into town the other day,
one of the horses tried to run away, so

the driver turned them into the fence,
and then it started to kick, and bite
the next horse; one woman jumped out,
and hurt her legrather badly. We were so

frightened that when it stopped, we got
out and walked the rest of the way;

luckily, it wasn’t very far. I don’t

think they ought to put horses like that

into ’buses, do you. Cousin Kate? I

have not more news, so good-bye, from

Cousin CONNIE,

[Dear Cousin Connie,—I heard about

that ’bus accident before my sister just
missed the l>us, and oh! she was glad;
she saw it all. and said it was quite bad

enough to look at. let alone to be in it.

Of course, they should not put horses
like that in when they are going to take

passengers, but they can't always tell

when a horse is going to play up like

that, and they have got to break the

horses in somehow, you know. Poor

woman! I hope she was not badly hurt;
did you ever hear any more about her,
or who she was?—we never did. I ex-

pect you three girls do make a. noise all

talking at once, and if I remember

rightly, pillow fights are not the quiet-
est games in the world; in fact, I expect
your poor aunt Alice has rather a bad

time of it with so many of you in a small
house. Did you want to go to Rotorua

with your mother; it must Ire lovely up
there just now, and such crowds of
people?—Cousin Kate.]

4* 4* 4*

Dear Cousin Kate,—I have been away
ever since the holidays started, and have

had such a lovely time; we only got
home yesterday, and found it was quite
cold in town after the lovely weather

we have had at Russell. We had such

a delightful Xmas Day. First we went

in for a bathe, and it was glorious, then
we had a picnic dinner in a field close

to the beach. We were going to have

it on the beach, but we thought the
sand would be sure to get into the salt,
and everything, so we decided the field

would be better, and, after that we lay
on the beach and" read for a while.
Mother had got us some new books and

paint blocks for Ninas—oh! you should
just see onr paintings; Dorothy’s are

funny enough, but mine are just the
funniest ever, even Mother shakes her

head hopelessly over them.—Your lov-

ing Cousin MAA'.

[Dear Cousin May,—lt has been quite
cold the last two days hasn’t it; we have

all felt the difference, especially at night,
and have had to get out more blankets.
Russell is a lovely little place, isn't it?
Was it yonr fust visit, ami did you have
lots of fruit ; everything ripens so much
earlier up there than it does with us.

though really there can't bo so very
much difference in the climate. I don’t

think you would have enjoyed a picnic
dinner on Xmas Day in town, much be-

cause it was showery all day, and rather
windy, too. I think you were wise to

leave the beach before dinner; there is

nothing so horrid as sand in anything;
it is so gritty, and once you get it into

your mouth you can't get it out, some-

how. I should very much like to see

some of those sketches: if they are fun-

nier than my attempts they must be

very funny indeed.—Cousin Kate.]

4- 4* 4*

Dear. Cousin Kate,—I have not writ-

ten to you for ages, but somehow T am

always so busy, and the last four weeks

we have been away holiday making up

at Russell. We did enjoy ourselves so

much. We had bathes nearly every day,
and in the afternoon we used to go out

exploring, and we found such a lot of

pretty places for picnics. Quite a num-

ber of yachts eanie up from Auckland for

Xmas; my brother was on one of them,
but we only’ saw him for a very* little

while: I expect he was having more fun

with the other men than he would have

had with May and me. We went out

fishing two or three times, and I was

so lucky, but I didn't like taking the

fish off the hook very much, but Uncle

generally did that for me. I loved going
out. though, but May didn't a bit; she

said it gave her a headache. We have

got quite a lot of new books, and some

of them are so interesting.—Cousin
DOROTHY.

[Dear Cousin Dorothy.— It is a very

long time since I heard from you; I was

beginning to think you had forgotten
all about me; and May is just as bad

about writing as you are. I can quite
understand your not liking to take the

fish off the hook. I always hated that

part- of it, too, though I used to make

myself do it, because I wanted to learn

to do everything for myself. Two

friends of mine went out fishing once,
and they got three fish on their lines,
then they ha*l to row all the wav in to

the shore to get a man to take the fish

off for them. How we laughed at them;
after that I made up my mind to learn

to do it for myself. What are the

names of the new books, and which do

you like best; I am always on the look-

out for new books for my nieces, and if

you like them I expect they will. I

expect when men go away yachting like

that they don't want to have any girls
about much; they want to do, and go,

and say what and where they please.—
Cousin Kate.

A benevolent gentleman. living in a

seaside towns used to receive once a

week a present of a basket of fish from

a smack ow ner with whom he had done
business. The fisherman who carried
the basket up to the house always re-

ceived a substantial tip.
But one morning the gentleman was

very busy, anil when the old salt brought
the fish he thanked him hurriedly, and,
forgetting his tip. turned again towards
his study. The fisherman hesitated a

moment, then cleared his throat, and

called after the retreating figure:
‘‘Sir, would ye.be so kind as to put

if in writin- that ye didn't give me no

tip this time, or my wife'll think I’ve
went and spent it on rum.”

THE HIGH-CLASS WASHING MATERIAL

‘Vlyella’
O' (Regd.>

rw does not

SHRINK.

Ji OjLA for

o DAY AMO NIGHT

WEAR.

*lll\ » 1 Shirts, Pyjamas,&c.

Ill'll I
Economical

’vtil \ M BECAUSE

? I \ \ Durable.

I \ \ \ From Leading
\ v l Hosiers, Outfitters,

Ya <fc.

SEE THE LABEL ON THE SELVEDGE.

THS HIGH-CLASS WASHING MATERIAL

‘Viyeila’
<Regd.)

DOES NOT
SHRINK

z&Z J The ‘deal

Material for

7?j I
I Frocks.

hlLF'' Sleeping Suits,

/An. —

‘ill I \\ MZ E CONOMICAI-
T- 11 j '\ ) BECAUSE

Durable.

\ | ( To beobtained

from the

Leading Drapers.

I h’ Melbourne Leader says: —

"For Children’s ClothesViyeila is a joy.”

SEE THE LABEL ON THE SELVEDGE.

THE HIGH-CLASS WASHING MaTERIAIT

‘Viyeila’
< Kegd.y I

tDOES
NQT

,
SHRINK

FOR

DAY AND

NIGHT

WEAR.

li CONOMICAL

EECAUSE

Durable.

From
Leading

Drapers

The Queen fly”.: - " You can wear it for

night-dresses ail the vear round ’
"

Str™LABEL ON THE SELVEDGE. •'
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Our

Funny

Page
“THE INNER MAN.”

BACK FENCE GOSSIP.

‘■Do you know that your chickens coma
over iuto my garden?”
“I thought they must be doing that.”
‘•Why did you think so?”
“ Because they never come back.”

TOO TRUE.

“What is a synonym, dad?”
“A synonym, my son, is a word that

you tan use when you don’t know how
to spell the one you thought of first.”

ALONE.

Here is the extract from the prospec-
tus of a hotel in Switzerland:

“Weissbach is the favourite place of
resort for those who are fond of solitude.
Persons in search of solitude are. in fact,

constantly flocking here from the four

quarters of the globe.”

THE CRYING BABY.

A scene in the Millennium.

IF YOU PLEASE?.

“This is a new shaving soap I’m using,”
said the barber. “How do you like it?”

“Applied externally,” spluttered the

victim.

USUAL RESULT.

“If I ever marry,” said the bachelor,
“IT rule the roost or know why?"

‘•Oh,” rejoined the married man,
“you’ll know why, all right.”

NOT LIKELY TO.

He: Would your mother object to my

kissing you?
She: My mother? Why, she wouldn't

hear of such a thing.

AS A SPECIAL COMPLIMENT.

Jimmie: My ma’s gone down-town to

pay some bills.

Tommie: Pooh! The man comes to the

house to collect ours!

A SOFT ANSWER.

Hes “Do you think you could live happily if you were io marry a man like me?*
She:. “Oh, yes, 1 think so—if he wasn't too much like you.”
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