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T.hé Week |

in Review

The “conimercial outlook all over the
world seems ' fo be distinctly EBrighter
than it has been- for some time past. . In
South Africa there is a very marked re-
vival of proaperity, and the sharemarkes
i3 quite azctive amain, Alany securities,
for long considered practically valueless,
have recently advanced by lenps and

- bounds, till some are now actually higher
than they were before the great Barving .
failure. Englarnd also appears to be re-
covering from the acute depression of
Iast year, and CGovernmeng supporiers
are hopeful that they may yet avoid the
threatened change in  fiseal policy.
Througiout the whole of Australasia
prospecis of a good season are distinetly
encouraging, aud thia, combined with
better prices at Home, onght to remove
entirely any financial stringency that may
Biill exist. A record wheat harvait “is-
anticipated in the Routh, and reports go
1o show that in Auckland the butter Field
is Letter than it Las ever been, 1o Aus-
tralin the wheat promises weil, and the
rise in the price of wool and the general.
recovery throughout the Commonwealth
from the effecta of the great drought
give every hope for the coming year. Mr, -
Taft'a election has caused renewed in-
.dustrial setivity m the United States,
and even in Venezuela and the other turs’
bulent republics of South Ameriea a mora
settled promperity seems te be imminent.
The New Year has opened well- ss far
ag the commercial world i= concerned. We
can only hope that it may ciose under
circumistances equally auspicious,,

X I -

New  Zealanders arve - not the only
peeple wha like to have a growl at the
railway authorities for the discomfort
entailed by the overcrowded state of the
trainy at holiday timea. It appears that
in New Souwth Wales, while the Railway
Department lias been congratulating ie.
self on having put up a record as regards
the number of passengers earried last
Boxing Day. the passengers thomselves
are anytling Lut inctined to share in
the congratulatioms. VYery littls aceom-
modation appears to have been provided
for fivst-class passengers. and thousands:
of people wim paid for first-clnss tickets
wers.compelled to travel in the nlready
orercrowded second-class earvieges, Not
only s0, hut even in the juferior cluss they
were not given a seat, but were eompelled
to stang the whole journey. and we 8re
told that ihe platiorms of the earringes
were crowded to & dangerous extent. 1r
the railway autherities scll a iticket en:
titling the Lielder to a seat in a flest-class
compartment, it seems only just and rea-
sotable that they should carry oub -their <
contract and not 1-ave the unfortunnte.
pasenger, whosa money they have taken,
to battle for standing room whereter he:
can get it ov else he left behind ou the
platform. The trailic at holiday times is
nmatarally exceptional, but it ix not un-
expected, nnd adequate steps siould be
taken to meet it. B .
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President Fallipres by his-persistent re-
fial -io sign. the death-warrant has heen
held largely responsible for the enormons
increase of ¢rimes of violence in France,
nnd especially im thé streets of Paria.
Murders and atiempted nucders hnd he-
come of almoat daily occurrence, and in
Paria the."Aprche,” or gangs of hood-
luurs, had beome moré end mors daring
from the knowledge iliat if caught they
would never be oxecuted.: Tno a singld
dny they commitied no fewer than ten
murders, all of them of a alngularly
brutal and ruthless nature. The French
Chamber of Deputies decvided lnat gear
that draslic steps must be taken to put

. the other haud, muny of the

an end to is new reign of terror, and
they passed by a onedibird majority &
resolution in favour of enforcing the
death penalty. As a result of this de-
cision, the President had been compelled
to abandom Lis former attitudé, and

twenty-two convicted murderers were
sentenced to be executed, ' The crowd
cheered az the victims were being led to
the guiliotine, and one of the condemned
men just-before his death admitted that
He had committed 250 erimes, and that
the sentence was a just one. However
repugnant the idea” of eapital punish-
ment may be, there is 0o doubt that the
dread of the death mentence acts as a
most powerful deterrent to men who but-
for it would commit murder on the
slightest provocation. The Presidents
ill-advised leniency had cost the lives of
rumerons inrocent peopte, and he dowbt- .
lesa recognises by now that the sternest
justice may in the end prove to be the
most really merciful course to pursue, -

& &

It ia very much to be regretted that
the miners at Hroken Hill should have -
alienated so much of public aympathy
from their cause by their many acts of
violence and wanton destruction of pro-
perty. For on the face of it the men
appear to lave lLad a good case, The
Mine owners, in spite of the award given
and agreed upon, decided to reduce the
men's wagez on the ground that they
could not pay toe rate awarded. The
men construed this as o lock-oat, and in
all probability public opinion would have
been entirely with them lad they con-
ducted themaelves in a peaceful and law-
abi'ing wanner, But the tactics they have
pursued have received and merited wimost
universal condemmation. Much of the
Llame, however, for these deeds of vio-
lence must be laid at the door of the
irrespansible agitators, who have sought
to rouse the passions of the wmen by
inftammatory apeeches, The arreat of
Tum Mann and others shows that ‘the
authorities are fuliy, alive to the dan-
grrons inltnence exerted by some of those
who whilst professing sympathy with the
workiog classes are in reulity theiv most
dangerous enemiecs, -

L

STt iz very much to be tegretted that,
in view of the recent rive in the price of .
wool, the resilts of ilhe Awckland wodl
sales held on Walnesday last cannot be:
conaidered altogether satiséuctory. Buy-
ers made great compluinta abont the bad:
dagsification, even golng so fur as o
allepe a certwin ameunt of “dishonest
This, they said, hal o had effect
upnt the sitles, and had cansed a markeg-
distrisct ns woll #1 a disinelination on
the part of several buyers fo muke any
hids.  Thia wax especially noticealble in
purchascy made for Anweries, these pur-
chases being on & very bimited seale. "On
wool-

owers deny that the weal was badly,
packed or clussified, and they lay the
blante elsewhere for the poor prires rea-
lisgsk. Not.a fowr consider that ilero
fire loo many sales in Auckland, and they.
wurge that twa would he suflicient, in-
slead of three. ns at present.. They
geem inclined to think that the buyers
were. trying to depress the mnrket, and
the lack of Awmerican bidiling 8 siiri-
bLuted to the kigh duly of 53 per (b,
on imported wool. 1owever this may be,
ithe fuct remaine that the snle wan & dis-
tinet disappeintment to the growers, and
in their own intecest they shounld moke
ihe fulleal inquiries into tne ennses, and
endeavour to remedy any adimitied de-
fecla, . -

' the event of an invasion.

There is oue feature of the receni Cens
eral Klection that deserves wmore atten-
tion than seems to huve bren generally
praid to it. This is the great incrense in
the number of members whe are com-
mitted to a definite programme of na-
-tioual defence.  Nineteen members are
uncenditionally pledged. and sixteen mnre
have promised favourable gupport to the
movement, It is not a party question,
and both political parties are well repre.
sented., Iudeed, there seems to be & very

strong feeling throughout the Domiwion -

in favour of some form of compulsory
military training, though not in the form
of conseription as it is undersiood on
the Continent. At present it cannot be
snid that we have anything adequate in
the nature of a defence force. We have
been apending for sime years past nearly
s-quarter of & million per annum on de-

fence, and we hiwve nolhing te ghow for .

it except A volunteer force under 20,000
strong.

wmunifion would, at the best, only dast

We have 50,000 rifles, but it is -~
egtimnted that our reserve supply of am-

10,000 men for a fortnight.. There ave -

not 30 piceen bl renily effeetive field ar-
tillery, awnd the commispariat transpord
and army medical depariments are prae:
tically now-existent. |, -
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“In Englan;l'theré sesma alwo to be 8

rowing feeling that the voluntary sys.

Tem.hus not proved adequate 1o wié de-

mands that might be made npon it in

atmy luts not been & Buccess, and Mr,
Haldane, By his unwise entting down of
the regular forces, has not tvn@ed to re-
nssure public opiniou on the vital ‘ques-
tion of defence. Lord Roberts, in Novem-
ber last, pointed out that it would be

The territotial -

quite pessible for 200400 men to be as- .

sombled &t CGierman ports withowt any
fuss of public nolifleation. and embarkeid
hefore we could prevent their departure.
He alsn referred to the fact that there
wore 80,000 CGiermana in England alveady,
all of ..em trained to militaty servive,
and these would co-operale with theie
counteymen in the event of hostilities
being deelared, Ie contended that the
citizen aviny should consist of at- least
1000004 men,  Admirat Finnis has also
expressed the opinion that an_ invasion
of England would he quite possible. Dur-
ing tle recent manoeuvres, wlien in cont-
mand of tue attacking fleet, he had sue-
ceeded, wmler cover of a thick fog, in
conveving a force, supposed 1o represent
sevenly thonsanid tronps, 1o the Heoltish
coant  1le agreed with Tord Roberls that
no malter Tiow sivog and pn\\'m‘f\ll.lilc
navy mipght be, o subficient nd efMicient

command of the land-was neeessary. to

ensure peace aud seenrity nt home, )
Liwwe fsr ko Jong cnjoyed 1be blessings of
peace Thad we are apt to imagine thail
{hiese blessings will conlinue for ever, bt

Wa

the stantion ia threatening both in EKn- .

rope amd in the Fast, and the hest and

surest glls\rnnl(-e of peace i to he foand

in heing, thoroughly preparved for war. A
weale eoumley invitea attack: llm't conn-
try alone can dwell secure whiph o

oxhibit on its &picld the proud motts,

“Xemo nie imprna laeessit,”
o L

T The vecent conference of the Primilive
Nethodisl Churel showed that this hody
has made -preat progress In its work
during reeent years, The denomination
llistes back to the year 1811, when Hugh
Mowrne agul William Clowes foumuled the
Church, Bowrne was 8 man of consider-
able litexnry altaimments, as well ar n
fluenl linguist, whilst Clowes was mninly
noted as a preacher. The main fealurs
of 1lheir work -was. intense evangelical

. enthusiaam; powerful, fearleds preathing

of the goapel, and openair work, The
Church ‘grew, and sprend ‘to Americn,
Canada, Aunstralasia, and Africa. The
fleut minisber in New Zealand wns the
late Rev. B. Ward. a man who was bolh
a saint and & here, Por some time ho

worked in New Plywoutfl, but in 1840
lie came to Auckland, tira voyage, which
was made by schioener, occupying seven
days. There are mow 75 churches and
B other preaching plucez.  The churehes,
achoola, amd parsonages are valued at
L7300, Fhere are 39 miniglers, aml
nearly 3000 members. Theve are 83 Sun-
day schonls, with G13 teachers and 5500
acholars. The Church has domt an im-
wmense work anwongat the poor, and has
ever taken a foremost mace in all mat-
ters nffecting social and temperance re
Forny, ) :

. o o

The annusl report of the I'anama
Canal Commission, recently i2sued, shows
that serions and unexpectod difficulties
have been encountered, and these have
neceseitated some  chimnge in plan ax
well as eansing considerable deluy. One
of, the moat serious Lranbles was a'large
Tand slide, w ig thua described in
the —"(n Octover 4 the Cuca-
, whicl and caunaed maye or
fess jaconvenicuce pince ilie work waa
bogun by the Fremch +n 1834, sfavbed
to move toward 1le east edge of ihe
eanul al a rate, at firsd, of fourleen feet

"in twenty-four heura, decrensing towanl

the close of Lie month to ahout four feel
in the same peried of time. Abent
113,000 cubic. yards of malerial moved
g0 ax to effectually stop Lhe transporta.
tign of materinl througti the ‘cut’ te
the souih, and neceasitated the handling
of all material vver e single-trark por-
tion of the Panama Hailroad via Kmpire
to the moubl, Work was prosccuted,
withoul interroption, day and night, Ly
steam shovels and improvised hydrawiic
means, and by tho vad of the month
=ufficient space wna gained on the moving
mnss Lo permit the passape of divt trains
tu the sonih over the old route. The
tolal area of the dide was approximately
34455 square yarda, and it was estimated
that about GUOE0 culic yards were in
wotion,” The cngineera, haweyer, are
hopeful that they wilt he able to pre-
vent such catasivophes in futare, and
thal the eanal will he finalty completed
hefure 1915, lLs importunce enn hardly
be over-eslimated, and everyone will be
iad to learn thal there is every prospreg
of this gigantic projeet Leing cneried o
suteessful ferminntion, - .

* &

Tarkey has ol Jast accepted Ansiria's
offer of compen m for the wuvexation
of Posuin and llerzegovina, and there is
every indication {hnt she will alwn acerpe
campensetion. from Bulgaria,  Seevia s
also considerably moditied ey former
threntening altitmle, s it {here 2 -
to be every paospert of n pacilic set (e
aienl of TR in dhe Batkans, As res
gaeds Mery we amay assntne thal s
Bras heen infiuenced by 4lie pressanre ex-
erted by Rossia, md alse by woe focd thag
Talian iderest s beon diverted from

1he Balkans owing oAb vevend stapen-
dous earthiquake o Sivily. Turkey i~

face Lo inee with preat fimaneial diti-
cultivs, ail a0 loan ds said Ao be alsn-
Tadely necesaary. Unider these ciremme.
sthnees wir would he disasirous, and she
i willing to wmake greal concesshma in
orler to eseape, from further menelivy
elnbarrassumts, AL present it wouid
siean as §0 the main ontesme of recont
affaivd woull be the vise of a Bulgarinn
Winpire thnd moy yet “lake o prominent
park in the enuncily of Lnrope.

o R

"The nnnurt atntement of the Napice
Tarbour Hoard shows that the povt s
making rapid progress, and poea fur o
justify the Chairmuan’s tonfllenlly ox-
pressed opinion thnl it will one duy be-
come the Lhivd purt in ithe DBioninion.
Napier s mim\s consisierahly in Goule
by the netion 6f {the Gurernment in tak.
fug over Uie Manawatn railwny, and sl
Iy the sulslivision of Jarge e=iuics, han-
dredr of people having snade homestends




