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The Week in Review

The past year has been a memorable

one in many ways. At one time the

War cloud seemed, to rest overz
the Bal-

kans. and it is probable that it was only

the. knowledge that England was well

prepared that prevented the outbreak of

'Hostilities that might have plunged all

Europe into a devastating war. As it

is, the attitude of Austria and Servia

is still far from friendly, but the reso-

lute stand taken by the great Powers

will probably prevent any crisis occur-

ring. Events in the East have moved

rapidly. Revolutions have changed the

aspect of affairs in Turkey, Persia, and

Morocco. We have witnessed the open-
ing of a constitutional Parliament in the-
great stronghold of Oriental despotism
in Europe. China is also awakening, and

has 'been freed from the reactionary in-

fluence for So long exerted over her des-

tinies by the late Dowager Empress. In-

dia has- been in a state of unrest, but

this bids fair to be allayed very con-

siderably by the statesmanlike reforms
outlined by Lord Morley. Venezuela has

made trouble, as usual, and the Vene-

zuelan difficulty has been as prominent
as ever. But the power of its erratic

president, De Castro, has been practically,
shattered by the success of the blockade
undertaken by the Dutch, and the in-

habitants of this troublesome little Re-

public are getting tired of continual em-

broilments with foreign Powers. There

are signs that the Triple Alliance is

weakening. Italy realises her import-
ance in international affairs, and she. is.

ibv no means disposed to play- the part
of second fiddle. England has established
friendly relations with France and Rus-

sia, and this doubtless acts as a check

on German ambitions. The Franco-
British Exhibition was a great factor in

cementing the entente cordiale.
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At Home, .Mr.Asquith’s Government

has shown signs of losing power. The

bye-elections have gone consistently
against it, and it has failed to pass
either the Licensing Bill or the Educa-
tion Bill. Every effort has been made

to win the support of the Nonconfor-

mists. but Air. Asquith has not been

very successful in his efforts in this-
direction. Exceptional distress has pre-
vailed in England this winter, especial-
ly in the large towns affected by the

shipbuilding and the cotton industries,
and large sums have been voted, and

public works put in hand, in order to
relieve the unemployed. This acute
trade depression has turned the current
of public opinion in favour of some

measure of fiscal reform, and both Air.

Balfour and Air. Wyndham have pro-
mised to make the question of a pro-
tective tariff the main plank in their

political programme. The Suffragettes
have continued their agitation for wo-

men’s votes with unabated vigour, and

some of their tactics have brought them

into frequent collision with the police.

Coming nearer Lome we must note the
curious turn of the wheel which has
placed Mr Fisher, the Labour member,
at the head of the Federal Parliament.
The three-party system in Australia is
rapidly developing into a distinct danger
to- any real representation of the people,
and in all probability there will be a

general coalition between the present
Government and Opposition forces in

the different States. In Queensland
such a coalition has already taken place.
With ourselves the most notable event of

the year was the visit of the American
fleet. Fleet week will long live in the

memory of those who were privileged to

take awrt in its numerous * festivities.
There has been a certain amount of flnan-

cial stringency, but we have not suffered

from the acute depression that has in-

vaded England, and there is every indi-
cation that the coming year will be one

of renewed wealth and prosperity. Sir

Joseph Ward has lost little, if any, of his

hold on the country, and the newly-
elected Parliament should do much to

carry on the beneficent and wise legis-
lation of its predecessors. Perhaps the

most striking feature of the elections
was the success achieved by the No-

license party. There is no doubt that,

it was beyond anything anticipated, and
though, of course, much was due to the

women's vote, yet there seems to have

been a very general feeling throughout
the Dominion that our present licensing
system is far from satisfactory in many

respects. Whether, however, No-license
is the best remedy for many admitted de-
fects in the management of the liquor
traffic is questioned by not a few who aro

in a good position to judge, and it is ad-
mitted that in spite of the great increase

in the No-license vote the drink bill of

the colony is rapidly growing. The com-

ing year bids fair to open with every
sign of prosperity for the colony, and we

trust our readers, one and all, will have

a very happy and prosperous New Year.
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General satisfaction will be felt at the

decision of Sir Joseph Ward to appoint
a Royal Commission to make a thorough
investigation into the alleged improper
proceedings in f onneetion with Oliine-
nniri licensing matters. The definite

chargeswhich have been made have left

an uneasy impression, on the public mind,
and it is universally felt- throughout the

Dominion that the whole matter should
lie sifted to the bottom. It has been de-

cided to appoint at least one Judge of

the Supreme Court, and thus the public
will be able to place implicit confidence

in the finding. The Commission will

not be of a general character, but is

set up to investigate specific charges
brought in one particular place. Sir

Joseph Ward followed sound constitu-

tional custom in refusing to appoint a

general Royal Commission without the

sanction of Parliament, but he acted
quite within his province in undertaking
to investigate certain definite charges,
and his decision will meet with universal

approval.

Tlie Women's Employment Bureau of
the Labour Department has given some

interesting facts concerning female la-

bour. The greatest scarcity is in the
field of domestic service. In Auckland,
during November, 180 applications were

made by mistresses, and only 52 could

be filled. The report says: 'Too much
stress cannot be laid upon the dearth

of the general domestic. No fewer than
03 employers applied for general domes-
tics during the month, and only six en-

gagements were made. Apparently no

amount of persuasion will induce girls
to take up these positions. The excuses

given are varied. One girl objected to

cleaning stoves; she was just as well paid
for doing cleaner work, viz,, housemaid
or pantrymaid. Another—a new arrival.
—an English girl, said it was not the
work, it was the loneliness she objected
to where only one general is kept. Hard-

ships are not so noticeable where on?

had company to work with; and mis-

tresses take advantage of generals. A

third —a Scotch girl—said that in a gene-
ral’s place the work was never done;
V hen one took specified work one knew

exactly when it was finished.”

Every mistress, who lias had to look
for someone to help her in the house,

knows how fruitless the search often is.

The truth is that many people expect too

much from those whom they employ, and

show them too little consideration.
Scarce as housemaids are. a good mistress
can nearly always get help. A girl look-

ing for a situation always wants to know

what the place is like before she enters

into the question of pay. No amount of

wages will tempt her to go anywhere
where the mistress has a reputation for

driving her domestics. And we have
known many instances where very small

wages have been gladly accepted because
the lady of the house was known to be

kind and motherly to those around her.

There is no greater test of what we call

“breeding” than the way in which people
treat those dependent on them. The
true gentlewoman, as Ruskin reminds
us. is always known by the kindness

and consideration she extends to those

who minister to her needs.
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The Papuan Council possesses a very
real and subtle sense of humour. It

had noticed with regret the laziness of

the Papuan native, and it set itself to

work to discover some means of instill-

ing into the mind of its dark-skinned

subjects a respect for the dignity of

labour. This at least is how it puts the

matter itself. Others have unkindly
suggested that the Council is actuated
solei v by considerations of its own

pocket, and a desire to save money at

the expense of the unsophisticated nig-
ger. It proposes that, with a view to

fostering a love for work, all natives
shall be compelled to labour on some

Government plantation or public road

for one month in the year without any

pay'. Should any reluctance he shown

by any’ person in taking advantage of

this magnificent opportunity for obtain-

ing healthy outdoor exercise free of all

expense, then that ungrateful person is

to be imprisoned with hard labour for

six months. The system is probably
admirable from the Council’s point of

view, but whether the native views the
idea with enthusiasm and grateful ap-
preciation is another question. For

ourselves, we rather doubt it.

There is a very strong feeling that
the Minister for Justice has not taken

a very generous view of the ma tier in

his decision not to grant any compen-
sation in the Westport murder case.

Strictly speaking, there is, of course,
no legal liability on the part of the

Government to compensate mon who

have been unjustly convicted, hut we

hold that there is a very great moral

liability in the matter. One man has

died as the result of the anxiety’ he un-

derwent after his arrest; the other has

suffered imprisonment for an offence of

which he was absolutely innocent. The

British nation is noted for its love of

justice, and it cannot be said that it

is altogether just that two men should

be put to great expense and suffering
by reason of a miscarriage of justice, and

that they should receive no compensation
from those who control the affairs of

the country. We trust that the strong
agitation being got up on their behalf

will induce the Minister to reconsider
his decision.

A very interesting appeal will shortly'
be argued before the House of Lords.

It is down on the paper as “Nairn v.

the Universities,” and at first - sight
there is nothing very attractive about

it. Yet the case marks a record in the
long line of legal appeals, for when it

is called on two young women will
stand forward to plead, and they will

appeal for their right to exercise the
franchise before the highest legal Court

in Great Britain. The case is peculiar
in many respects, and also full of inter-

est front a legal point of view. For

the position is essentially different from

other cases of a similar kind. Hitherto,
in such actions as women have tried to

bring to prove their right to the suf-
frage. they have never been able to
overcome the initial difficulty that their
names were not on the Parliamentary
register. But the names of the women

graduates of each Scottish University
are actually on the Statutory Parlia-

mentary Voting Register established by
the Franchise Act of 1868. Further, in
the section of the Act enfranchising
Scottish graduates, the word “person”
is used, in contradistinction to the word
‘man used in all the other enabling
sections of the Act, ami to the same
word “man.’ used in conferring the
franchise on members of the Convoca-
tion of London University.
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The case has already been before th*)
Court of Session, and a decision was

given adverse to the women graduates.
1 hey decided to carry the ca>e to ths

House of Lords, and Mi>s Francis Sim-
son and Miss Chrystnl Macmillan have
been chosen to argue tlie appeal. Miss

Simson was one of the first seven wo-

men to graduate in Scotland, and she
is at present warden of Mason Hall, the

residence for women students in Edin-

burgh. Miss Macmillan entered Edin-
burgh University as soon as it wus open-
ed to women in 1892, and took the B.Sc.

degree with special distinction in mathe-

matics, and the M.A. degree with hon-
ours in mental and moral philosophy.
Miss Macmillan recently- spoke thus
about the ease: “Our appeal does not

depend on any view of the general jus-
tice* of admitting women to the fran-

chise; it is a question of the proper in-

terpretation of the particular statute;
and whether, as it stands, it has not in

fact given us Scottish women graduates
the suffrage. Women graduates vote in

the same wry as men graduates in the
election of the officials of the I’niversity.
Indeed, nearly every class i> now open
to them as freely as to men. Only in

Edinburgh tlie women medical students,
though admitted to the examinations
and the degrees, do not study in the
classes of the University; but in Aber

deen. St. Andrews, and Glasgow they
are admitted to most of the classes.

Women were'admitted to the law class-
es in Edinburgh just two years ago, and
there are several women students. One
(use has occurred of a woman who wish-

ed to practise as a law agent, but the

Gouris decided thev could not admit

her.”

“The New Zealand Trade Review” has

just published some very interesting
figures concerning the Dominion’s exports
for the year ended September 30 last.

The exports show a net falling-off in
value of some £3,609,000 compared with

the previous year The shrinkage is
almost equally divided between the two

islands, though the loss in the South has

been heavier in such items as wool and

sheepskins. The actual figures as given
in the

decrease on wool and sheepskins
amounts to £1,970.393; that on meats

of all descriptions, £412.794. on tallow,

£96,446. on butter, £508.977. on gold
£91.618, on kauri gum, £170,044. and

on hemp £403,661. Several minor

items show decreases to light amounts,
while a few exhibit increases, the only
case of the latter character of any im-

portance being that of cheese, which

shows an improvement of £194.045. Of

tin* de reuse in wool and sheepskins,
£705,973 occurs in the figures for the

North Inland. and £1,273.420 in those

for the South Island. Tl/it in meats

shows a slight increase of £25.989 in

the North Island, and a decrease of

£438,783 in the South; tallow. £234228

in the North, and £73.218 in the South;
butter, £471.480 in the North, and
£37.497 in the South. That in goM,
as also that in kauri gum. is confined to

Auckland. Of the loss in hemjt
£2814407 occurs in the North

ami £121,854 in the South.



The life of the Lord Mayor of Lon-

don is not altogether so easy as some

people might suppose, lie lias no eight-
hour day, and he is outside the award
ol any Court, of Arbitration. Hir John
Bell has lately been i ecounting his ex-

pelleuces, and, from a few specimens he
gave of what he called typical days, it

would appear that from 8 a.in. till long
alter midnight every hour of the day is

fully occupied. He says that he kept
3,500 appointments in his Mayoral capa-

city during the year, consisting of civic

and judicial duties, dinners, bazaars,
garden parties, receptions, luncheons,
balls, laying of foundation stones, and

opening buildings. He dined out every
day in the year, except Sunday, and

delivered over 500 speeches. On one

occasion he attended two dinners on

the same evening. He had accepted the

invitation of a co-operation committee

when the command to attend the dinner

of the King to the French President

was issued. He managed to toy with

the first dinner, afterwards doing jus-
tice to the Royal dinner at 9 o’clock.
The amount of correspondence dealt

with each day was enormous, the morn-

ing post often running into several hun-

dreds of letters. Most of these, of

course, were begging letters, the Eng-
lish people having an idea that the Lord

Mayor of London is always possessed
of unlimited funds for charitable pur-

poses. One man wrote for £l5O simply
because his name was Bell. It is awful
to contemplate the number of similar

appeals that might be received if the

Mayoral chair was occupied by a .Tones

or ;a: Smith.
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Russia is just at present acting as the

mouthpiece of Europe as regards the

difficulty in the Balkans. England has

tahen a Very strong stand in insisting
thit ’ the Interests of Turkey must be

furty safeguarded, and the Treaty of
Befliil upheld, but she recognises that

Russia has a predominant interest in the

Peninsula, and she appreciates the great
sacrifices made by Russia thirty years

ago. It is well-known that Russia’s ac-

tion is endorsed by England, France,
Italy and Turkey, and it is not by any
means likely that Germany and Austria

will disregard it. Russia has stated quite
plainly in her note that Austria must

submit her policy to the jurisdiction of

the Concert of Europe. Austria has so

far persistently refused to do this unless
her annexation of Bosnia and Herze-

govina is recognised. The note says that

the clause of the Treaty of Berlin, by
which the position of these two provinces
was defined, cannot be summarily abol-

ished by the independent action of any
one Power. The Kaiser has evidently
'''ten much alarmed by this very decided
at.'.’tude, and has hinted that Austria
must not count on Germany’s aid if Ger-
man interests are likely to be imperilled.
Even the Imperial Government at
Vienn i is beginning to fear that it has
a very weak ease, and it seems more than
likely iliat Austria will be forced to sub-
mit the question of the annexation to a

conference of the Powers. For it is quite
clear ths t she cannot stand alone, and it

is extre nely unlikely that any other

Power w mid suport her in view of the

very emphatic ultimatum just issued.

The great battle between Tommy
Burns and Jack Johnson for the heavy-
weight boxing championship aroused an

immense amount, of interest throughout
Australia, ami over 20,000 people wit-

nessed the fight. The money taken is

laid to constitute a world’s record for the

prize ring. The feature of the contest

was the imperturbable coolness of the
coloured man and the contempt he seem-

ed to exhibit for his opponent. He not

only possessed superior speed, science and

power of hard hitting, but he was ap-
parently quite impervious to punishment.
Burns was outclassed from the start, the

negro having an immense advantage from
bis size and his long reach. Great efforts
had been made by different religious
bodies to get the Government to inter-
fere to prevent the light taking place,
but it was felt that it was not easy to

draw the line between different boxing
contests, and the authorities contented
themselves with taking stringent pre-
cautions to prevent a’y exhibition of

brutality or ruffianism. The police had
full powers to stop the fight at any time
they liked, and they did this at tho
end of the fourteenth round. An actual

prizefight cannot be said to be
a very edifying spectacle, but
Englishmen believe in encoruaging
the manly art of self-defence,
and boxing contests under proper

supervision do much to encourage
self reliance and promote a spirit of man-

liness.

Lord Courtney recently headed a depu-
tation to Mr Asquith to urge the im-

portance of securing proper representa-
tion in elections. As a result of his

efforts, a Royal Commission, under the

chairmanship of Lord Richard Cavendish,
and ineluding Mr William Pember Reeves

has been set up to inquire into the vari-
ous schemes designed to secure the fully
representative character of popularly
elected legislatures.
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Considerable impetus has been given
to the movement by the report of the

House of I.ords Committee on the Muni-
cipal Representation Bill. This report
went very fully into the question, and

some very curious instances were given
of the anomalies arising from the pre-
sent haphazard method of conducting
municipal elections. Amongst them
were the following: —*lll the Woolwich
Borough Council election of 1900, 2996

Ihrogressive votes failed to return a

single councillor; 6712 Moderate votes

returned 15 councillors. In the 1903

election for the same borough 8121 Mode-

rate votes returned only one councillor;
16,610 Labour votes returned 17. In

the last borough election at Woolwich
6147 Labour votes returned only one

councillor; 9762 Moderate votes returned

14. In Battersea the Progressives pol-
led 7636 fewer votes than the Mode-

rates —46.274 to 53,910—and yet gained
a majority of the seats, 30 to 24.

In parliamentary elections we find

pretty much the same state of affairs.
Kilkenny, for instance, with 1584 elec-

tors is able to elect an M.P.; while all

the 34,461 electors of Wandsworth are

only represented bv one M.P. Thus

a vote in Wandsworth has only a twen-

tieth part of the value of a vote in
Kilkenny. The. Romford division of Es-

sexhas 47,614 electors, and onlv one repre-
sentative, while Bath, with 8219 electors,
is able to return two members. Lord

Avebury, at the annual meeting of the

Proportional Representation Society,
said the General Election of 1906 was

a striking object-lesson in defective elec-

toral methods. One party in the House

of Commons had a far larger represen-

tation than it ought-to possess. The
Liberal, Labour, parties
together were in a majority of 354,

whereas if each had had an equal. vote

in determining the composition of the

House of Commons that majority would

have been ninety-four onlv. While in

some eases it happened that the major-
ity had an overwhelmingly larger repre-
sentation than they were entitled to,
in other eases it was just the other way,

and the minority in the country had a

majority in the House of Commons.

That had happened both in 1874 and in

1886. In the latter year the Unionists

were in a minority of 65,000 in the coun-

try, and yet they secured a majority
of 104 seats, in the House of Commons,
That, surely, was an absurdity.

T’ne report of the Commission will be

awaited with great interest, especially
in view of the fact that our own second
ballot bill cannot be said to have solved

the problem in an entirely satisfactory

manner, and some reform is urgently
needed to secure the proper representa-
tion of the people.

Musings Meditations
By Dog Toby

The Waning of the Year.

THEY
had both suffered, he perhaps

more than she had. For in the

long ago they had walked hand

in hand, they had sworn them-

selves to love,, all the long, idle

summer days had they wandered by

mead and stream, and sea, dreaming as

the young alone can dream Of unchanging

days of happiness and trust. That

was in the olden time: summer passed,
wintry days came on, the old trust was

gone, the leafless tree stood barren to

the wind. And he would wander again
by the old familiar places, worship again
in the memory-hallowed village church,

and on the lonely hill he would pray to

God in the hgony of his soul that his
grief of heart might be forgiven and

healed by the tender pity of the shep-
herd of mankind.
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For there had come between them the

shadow of mistrust. She could not

divine the depth of his love for her, she
could not realise the intensity of the

nature that was outwardly so reserved.

She distrusted herself, she was still but a

child, and her eimple heart could not

understand the attraction that she pos-

sessed for him. It seemed to her that

other women must surpass her in charm

and in accomplishments, she thought he

would be happier with someone else who
would be cleverer and more fascinating
than herself. Yet she loved him, and,

loved him dearly, and because, she loved
him she wished to set him free. Poor

child, she did not know that when a man

loves there is but one woman in all the

world for him, and that that one woman

possesses- in his eyes e”ery grace, the gods
can give.' There were none to tell her

this, and because there were none,to tell
she never knew.

<S> •$> <S>

And he could not understand how he

could appeal to a heart like hers. To

him she was the perfection of all that

in woman is adored; every little move-

ment, every little individual action, every
detail of her dress and manner possessed
for him an indefinable charm. How was

he worthy so divine a love, lighting his

midnights, brightening all his dawns;
how could it be possible that she could

really care ? And he reflected that she was

but a child; that, perhaps she didn’t

really know her mind; that others more

handsome, wealthier, more deserving than

himself would offer for her hand; and

because of this, and because he didn’t

understand a woman’s heart, for her sake

he wished to leave her free.

And she, being a woman, saw the

change, but said nothing. She could

not divine the cause; to her it was her-

self that was at fault. He was being
attracted from her by others, he was

looking for more than she could give.
And there was another whom she did

not love, but who seemed to bring her

comfort at the time. And she let her-

self drift into a sort of half-engagement,
and she laughed and jested with this
other, jested because her heart was

nearly broken. And neither knew the

truth. So the days wore on, and he

thought she was a heartless flirt, and

he cherished bitter thoughts, not know-

ing that the fault was his. And just
because ne cared so much, he wished to

seem as if he did not care at all. He,
too, tried to find comfort in another;
he would show that he also could forget,
but neither of them could really forget,
and all unknown to each other they
were l»oth silently longing for the past.

The old year was passing, summer

days were come again. He thought of

all the year ha-> meant to him. It had

seen the pawning of his love, it had wit-
nessed the unfolding of his nature, its
early days, so bright with sunshine, had

seemed to him ah emblem of his own

joy. Thou had come the falling of the

leaf, afid spring and early summer,

which brought all else to life, had found
his heart withered. He lay by the sea

watching the milky sails moving to

their haven under the hill, the calm of

evening lay all round him, the vesper
bell came with the thought of God over

the ripening fields.- All bitter thoughts
passed away, and he prayed half-aloud,
“O God, help me, but I did love her so.”

And all unknown to him his prayer
was already answered. She had wan-

dered also to the same spot; she had

heard his agonised cry. Her two arms

were round him, her head was sunk up-

on his breast, and she murmured softly,
“Dearie, forgive me, but I never knew.”

It was still the waning of the' year for

others, out for these two the New Year
had already dawned. • '

SALE OF MULING TIMBER BY
PUBLIC TENDER.

Notice is hereby given that Written Ten-
ders are invited, and will be received at

the District Lands Office, -Auckland, from
the Proprietors of existing Sawmills and
Logging Contractbrs, up till 12 o’clock
lyion on WEDNESDAY. 10th February,

1909, foi tho purchase’ of the Kauri and

other Milling Timbers standing on tile un-
derwenttonedlots:—

HOKIANGA COUNTY.

Parts Blocks XVI., Mnungiitniilwha B.D.

Lots 3. 4,5, 16, and 17, Omaliulu State

Forest.

Poster plans, with full particulars of

sale may lie seen at the principal post
othcos throughout the Auckland I,and Dls-

-4ri<-t, or copies of same will be forwarded,

together with foiius of tender, on application
being tnad»- to the above .office.

X JOHN STRAUCHON;
Commissioner of Crown Lauds, t

NORTHERN STEAMSHIP COM-
PANY LIMITED.

Weather and other circumstances permit-
ting, the Company’s steamers will leave as

unde.-:—
Tor Russell.

CLANSMAN .... Every Monday, at 7 p.tn.

For Russell, Whangaroa, and

Mangoxxul. I '■

CLANSMAN. .Every Wednesday, at 5 p.r%.<
No Cargo for RusselL > ■ i

For Awanui, Waiharara, Houhora,
Whangaroa, and Mangonni,

APANUI ...... Every Monday, at 2 p.m.
No Cargo Whangaroa and Mangonut

For Whangaruru, Helena Bay, Tn-

tukaka, and Whananaki.
PA.EROA ..., Tuesday, 15th Dec., 1 p.ni.

Fox- Great Barrier.
WAIOTAHI .... Every. Wednes., midnight

For Waiheke and Coromandel

‘ LEAVE AUCKLAND. - ■
ROTOMAHANA. .Tues., 15tfi Deci, 2.-30 p.m.

ROTOMAHANA. .. .Thors., 17th Dec., 7-15
a.m.

LEAVE COROMANDEL, VIA WAIHEKB.
ROTOMAHANA. . Wed., 16th Dec., 11 a.m.

ROTOMAHANA. .Sat., 19th Dec., 6.30 a.in.

FOR WAIHEKE.

Every Saturday, at 2 p.m., returning Ev-

ery Monday, arriving about 9 a.m. Monday

Morning.

FROM ONEHUNGA.

For Hokianga.
CLAYMORE. Every Thursday

For Raglan, Kawhi.i, and Waitara.

WAITANGI....Every Monday or Thursday

WHANGAREI SERVICE.
DECEMBER.

Steamers leave Whangarei as under:—

S.S. NGAPUHI S.S; COROMANDEG
Leaves

Train Whangarei Mangapai, Parua
to Wharf. Bay.
Goods Train. Pas. Train Leaves

Ist—9 15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. No str.
3rd—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. 1 p.m.

5th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. No .Str. 1 p.m.

Bth—•Prvs.’ day. 9 a.m. 7 a’.m. No stir.

10th—*Prvs. day. 9.30a.m. 8 a.m.- 10 a«m. ,
12th—9.15 a.m.

11 a.in; No gtr.. 11,a.in. ■
15th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. No str.

17th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. 1 p.m.
19th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. No str. ,1 p.m.
22nd—*Prvs. day. 9 a.m. 8, a.m. ,Nq ;Str.
24th—*Prvs. day. 9.30 a.m. 7 a.m. 9 a.m,,
25th—No cargo. 7 a.m. No str. No str.

29th—9.15 a.m. 1 p.m. 11 a.m. No. str.

30th—No cargo. 3 p.m. No str. No s.tr.
315t—11.45 a.m. 7 p.ni.’ 11 a.in; tiodn

31st—No cargo; 10 p.m. No str. Nd str.

JANUAKY,:19011. >
Ist—No cargo. 3 p.m.. Nq sfe. No str.

3rd—No cargo. 2 p.m. No dt'r. No ktr.

•Goods outward by steamer leaving da -
following dates, viz., Bth, 10th, 12th, 22nd,

and 24th, must leave up-ioimlry( stations
by afternoon train previous day.

NORTHERN S.S. CO., LTD.,
"‘Agents;

THOS. COOK AND SON
Passenger Agents for

p and O. Co. . Cape Linos ; '
Orient R.M. Line Mess. Maritimes
N.D.L. (German) Vaiiadi.-ih-A(istn, , ’
N.Z. shipping F^ hlte BtUr ’"

Before Booking ypu>’ to, London at

elsewhere write for COOK'S SAILING ■
LIST" (posted free), giving FAlius by all
lines, and Sailings In advance. No Booking
Fees Special Advantages, Apply

cook’s shipping Office, ‘
QuWn-st., Auckland.

w _

Jiext a.1'.0;, Werilngt-08. I
.. t.;j ,i. .I.’, '.-.y,.
.. lh.’il 4w*rl ’ f’U-i .’nt* lu
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Sayings of the Week

The modern thirst for novelty must

be slaked at all hazards. We flock to

hear the sensational preacher who de-
nounces the sins of society of which he

knows little or nothing, except what he

has presumably heard at the confession-

al. We hasten to consult clairvoyants,
astronomers, and soothsayers, who are

kind enough to sell us information which

We already .possess on the subject of our

habits and character. A revival move-

ment, run upon purely commercial lines,
can be certain of financial success if its

methods are sufficiently hysterical.—Mr

H. Graham.

The man who opens his whole being to
the broad influence of Nature will often
hear whisperings of more than earthly
voices, and teach glimpses of more than

earthly truths.—Mr W. Garrett Llorder.

Among the palliatives which make the
strenuous life of the hard working busi-

ness or professional man easier, and help
to “tone down" some of his acute wor-

ries is the possession of a good “hobby."
He needs something to relieve his mind

from the pressure of that “daily round,”
that so “common task,” that “eternal

grind,” and what better can he have than

a good hobby?— Mr IF. H. Webb, F.R.

Hist. S.

It is stupid to say that “most people”
are stupid. It is like saying “most peo-

ple are tall,” when it is obvious that

“tall” can only mean taller than most

people. It is absurd to denounce the

majority of mankind as below the aver-

age of mankind.—Mr G. K. Chesterton.

He did not want to be put in the posi-
tion of it being thought there was neces-

sity for a second deputation to urge
upon him the necessity for a Commission
to .investigate the licensing laws, and he

wished to say publicly that the Govern-

ment proposed to give effect to the peti-
tion in this case—that was, to ‘have a

Royal Commission appointed to investi-
gate the allegations imide.—Sir Joseph
Ward.

lie was in favour of visiting with ex-,

emplary punishment all offenders right-
fully convicted, .but zeal for the purity
and elevation of the turf should at least

be tempered with reasonable solicitude

for those who patronised the turf, or

were legitimately connected therewith.

The necessity for stipendiary stewards

had been recognised for many years by
the British sporting press. The neces-

sity was cogently illustrated by the hap-
penings at almost every day’s racing
throughout the Dominion. — Mr IF. E.

Hackett, Auckland.

He was especially grateful for the cap
able discharge of duty by Sergeant Hen
dry, whom he esteemed its a fair, honest,
and straightforward official.—Mr ft. fl

Kettle, S.M.

He urged boys, if, they were deficient

in one quality, to try to develop another
to replace it. If they stuck to that prin-
ciple through life, they would do. credit,
not only to themselves, but also to the

institution to which they belonged.—Mr

Justice Chapman.

The visit of the/American fleet had

evoked warm feelings ■ of cordiality in

Australasia, arid it was a source of

gratification to His Majesty and the

Government.—King Edward VII.

He had spent his life in the district,
and in every possible way striven to

servp, its, interests, but he bad made, it

a matter of principle, to first consider
the welfare of the country as a whole.—
Sir William Russell, at Hastings.

He hoped that Sir William Russell

would yet take an active part in guiding
the destinies of New Zealand, because

of the high and disinterested principles
on which his actions bad always been
founded.— Mr C. HI. Williams, Hastings.

Success Tested not, on victory in the
Sports, gppupd or ip.tljie school, Kut in the

boys who went out into the world. He

prayed that God would help them to live
•ut the life they had learned to live at

the school, and would grant that the

country and the Church of God would be

better for their upbringing in wise and
holy ways. It was to him a great joy
to see the old boys rally round the Col-

lege, ever looking for further benefits

to show the school they loved.—Hishop
Julius, at Christ’s College.

In view of very kindly treatment the
Presbyterians had received from the

Anglicans in those early days, he

thought the kindliest relations should

now exist in the district bitween the
Presbyterians and the Anglicans.—Mr

W. Souter, Otago.

It is very gratifying to note that set-

tlement along the Main Trunk line is go-

ing apace everywhere. Naturally, condi-

tions are rather primitive and arrange-
ments rough and new. Settlers, how-

ever, are full of heart all along the line.

North of Ohakune (with the exception
of the Waimarino Plain) there is mag-

nificent milling timber on Crown, native,
and privately-owned lands—a splen-
did asset. Although there is a slump
in timber at the moment, it will bo a

great pity if a single tree of this magni-
ficent forest land is wasted.—Mr Mac-

kenzie, Commissioner for Crown Lands.

The Celt in emergency or calamity
was absolutely indifferent to death, fac-

ing it without the slightest fear. This

might explain to some extent the fact—-

or it was a fact 20 years ago—that two-

thirds of the officers and engineers sail-

ing out of Liverpool to New York were

Celts.—Dr. Tudor Jones, Wellington.

A man of sound limb purported to be

blind, and consequently received an al-

lowance from a local body, lie estab-

lished himself on a piece of ground a

mile or two from the township, and

worked away with a will. . He bailed tip
cows and milked them ■■unaided. He

walked to town alone nearly, every day.
For 27 days of the month his eyesight
stood him well, but on the.-,28t-h, the day

of the local body’s meeting, at which, all

recipients of relief have to appear, his

vision became impaired, and he had to

get a small boy to lead him to the place
of meeting.—Mr G. Willis, secretary
Wellington Charitable Aid Board.

Masterton is duller than usual. Many

carpenters are out of employment; 'the

place is suffering from the effects of

over-building. Residents, unable to in-

vest their money in other directions,
have been putting up cottages, and now

the old-fashioned residences are one by
One becoming empty. The number of

houses “to let” in Masterton is greater
than has been the case for years. Many
of the residents have gone to take up

land along the Main Trunk railway.—Mr

A. W. Hogg, M.P.

He considered the possibilities in this

country, both industrially and in an

agricultural sense, very great indeed.

That New Zealand has such a small popu-

lation—rather less than a million—had

rather surprised him. They had a

country that should be capable of carry-

ing a population of 30 millions.—Dr.
Coulter, DeputyTostmaster-General for

Canada.

The greatest benefit of the cruise of the
American fleet was the knowledge gained
of Great Britain’s unvarying, goodwill
toward the people of the Unit'd States.

There is now a happier prospect of weld-,

ing the English speaking nations in the

friendship of common interests. —Admiral

Nperry.

Hervia and Montenegro bad long
cherished the fantastical hope that occu-

pation of the recently-annexed provinces
would cease. This catchword had been

propagated from Servia as a means of

creating unrest in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina. Therefore Austria wait compelled
io annex, in order to neutralise.the Van-

Serb agitation. — Rarou von RicrnClh,
Austrian Minister for the Interior.

The American parties posse-< nothing
in the nature of veritable and opposing
faiths. There is no such thing as a dis

tinctiv.ely Republican or a, distinctively.
Democratic policy or frame of mind.—
Count Vay de I'uy,

I am certain that the aver.ige visiter

to New Zealand, and also the local fisher-

man, sometimes is only too willing to
take his sport for granted and considers
he has a right to complain if he does not
make large - baskets upon paying his £1

fishing license.—Captain Lyon, A.D.C. to
Lord Plunket.

There were specialists of all descrip-
tions pressing their claims to work in

different branches of education, and

generally speaking, he was rather opposed
to the interference with schools that

would be involved by a large number of
specialists coming into the different

schools. He considered that as far as

possible they should try to thoroughly
equip the teachers in the training colleges
to do all the work required in the State

schools.—ZZ on. G. Fowlds.

When I took charge of the Postal De-

partment not many years ago, the re-

venue was £2O-0,000 per year. Since then

charges have been reduced in some cases

by as much as 300 per cent; in fact there
is scarcely anything that has not been
reduced by at least 100 per cent. Yet
with the end of the financial year our

earnings will reach £900,000, and that is
a wonderful record for a country as small
as ours, especially when it is remembered
that the concessions made amount to
between £300.000 and £400,000 per year.
—Sir Joseph Ward.

The people were looking for a pure ad-
ministration of the licensing laws, and,
in his opinion, it was not desirable that
the Commission, once set up, should
simply confine its work to just one or two
cases. Nothing but a general inquiry
would satisfy the publie. — Mr. Wesley
Spragg, Auckland.

He intended to bring before the

Government the desirableness of estab-

lishing colleges for Maoris. There should
be two of them in one of the centres of
the population. One would be for boys
and the other for girls. The colleges,
besides providing a good education, would

be of a technical character. The girls,
for instance, would be taught how to look
after a house, laundry work, etc., while
the boys would be taught to follow useful

vocations.— Mr. Parata, M.P.

As a matter of fact, I think that Ire-

land is now the most prosperous part of
the Old Country. I can say that, at any
rate, of those parts through which I
travelled. A lot of the farmers, especi-
ally in the north have now acquired the
freehold of their land, and others are

doing So on the instalment system. This
is producing general satisfaction, and the
results are excellent. It seemed to me

that the position was a great lesson to
New Zealand in regard to land tenure,
showing what a pacifying and settling
factor the freehold is; and I could not

help thinking that the Irish experience
quite justified Mataura’s treatment of

Robert McNab.— Mr. J. Haslett, Dunedin.

Mr. Woodward had gained the respect
of all during his sojourn in Whangarei,
both as a banker and socially, and they
all wished him every fortune and pros-
perity- on the eve of his departure to

Kumars, the scene of his new duties,—■
Mr. T. McClintock, Mayor of Whangarei.

Speaking of the Urewera country, it is

not generally known Ilia owing to legis-
lation passed in the last week of last

session, provision was made, which will

enable the Government to throw open
within the next two years one-quarter
of this virgin district. The natives arc

very anxious that, their lands should be
settled and loaded, and generally made

available for settlement,—Mr. T. Ngala,
M.P.

The cheese factories at Ruatoke and
Waimana are doing well, and there is a

splendid show of grass everywhere. A
marked feature, of this year's crops is
the largely-increased area devoted to
maize, from which some very heavy
yields are anticipated. There are also
some good crops of oats, especially
round about Opotiki.— Mr J. Dunean, De-

partment of Agriculture.

It was only those intimately acquaint-
ed with the Salvation Army’s untiring
efforts who could fully realise the value
of their humanitarian mission.— Mr C C
Kettle, S.M.

The difficult task which he and his fol-
lowers had set themselves to accomplish
dated from the 1903 elections. Then they
secured only 15 seats, or a total of Hi,
the Taranaki seat being captured at a

by-election. In aiming at the formation
of a strong Opposition, they believed
that popular feeling was behind them,
and it was pleasing to find this assump-
tion so amply justified by the results of
the last election.—Air IF. F. Massey,
M.P.

The present lack of accommodation at
the Wellington hospital was notorious,
and the overcrowding of the fever hos-

pital was a scandal. One or two of the

hospital doctors had been attacked by
disease, and several nurses had been

stricken down. The trustees desired "to

put up a fever hospital that would suf-

fice for some years to come. The total
proposed expenditure on the extension
was £25,00.—Hon. (I. M. Luke, chair?
man Wellington Hospital Board.

I do not know what the accommodation
at Ohakune is like, because I have not
seen it, but it is hardly to be expected
that the residents of such a. new town-

ship could provide such full accommoda-
tion as one would find in an older set-

tled place, or at a point where there

would be a certainty of a large number

of passengers stopping over-night.—Sir
Joseph Ward.

The Liberals would deal firm-

ly and boldy with the question of

the reform of the Upper Chamber. It

was impossible to tolerate the present
humiliating condition of legislation on

the Marquis of Lansdowne's suffrance. —

Mr Lloyd Gcorcy..

The faet is, there-is not a man on the

Government’s side of the House with the

necessary technical training to fill the

Agricultural and Land portfolios. I

could lend them some; but the lime may
come when 1 shall need them myself.-—
Mr W. F. Massey, M.P.

The total telegrams handled in the

Auckland district in 1897 numbered

1,622,000, of a value of £21,783. Last

year the number was 4,660,000, and the

value £39,500. The telephone exchange
connections in Auckland city increased
in the same period from 1027 to 3045.—

Sir Joseph Ward.

Auckland and Wellington firms are

both trying very hard to catch the trade,
but. Wanganui appears to have certain

natural advantages, which means that,
as the result of the big effort Wanganui
trainers are making, they must get a

fair cut in at the King Country trade —

Mr IF. Jennings, M P.

It was plain that agricultural educa-

tion was coming rapidly to the front, ajid
farmers should recognise the efforts of

the Farmers’ Union. It had ar-

gued for education. Experimental
farms, or experiments conducted by farm-

ers themselves under skilled supervision,
which was much better, were needed, and

that feeling had had its source in and

Aching Heads are Bad for Business
No one can transact business properly when his head is fairly splitting with

pain.
No saleswoman or salesman ean give satisfactory attention to customers

when suffering from this torture.
Business of every kind to-day demands clear-headed consideration —freedom

from disturbance as far as possible—and the aching head is a hindrance.

You can assure yourself certain relief from headaches by taking

Stearns’ Headache Cure
One dose cures, and you do not -want jl again until another headache comes; then

you take it because you know what it will do for you. It is free from habit-

forming drugs; . ,
Justice to yourself demands that you get STEARNS' —the genuine.
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been fostered by the leaders of the Union,
and they were full of the importance of
agricultural education to the farmers.—

1/r. H. L orrrie. Director Lincoln College.

Personally, I do not know anything
more magnificent about the rule of the

British Empire than the rule in India.
Look back at the splendid self-saeriflce
which has been shown by those who have

gone out there to assist in improving the

lot of the countless millions resident in
India! Grandfather, father, son, and

grandson have in many instances spent
the best part of their lives in the effort

to make that a happier and a bettter
country.—Lord Plunket.

It is absolutely necessary- that a

great exporting country such as ours

should not be behind others, and that
we should offer every possible facility
to enable our people to carry onbusiness

with the greatest expedition, so that

they may compete on fair terms with
other countries. Under sueb conditions,,
the annihilation of space is an important
matter, and We must do our best to

effect it.—Sir Joseph IVard.

You create a democratic electorate,
and you tell it that it bolds in its hands

the destinies of the greatest empire the

world has ever seen, and yet you rush to

Parliament to prevent it getting drunk

on polling-day.— Mr. H. Bottomley, M.P.

It had been made clear that in 1000

BA. Britain was a civilised country.
The national pride of the Cymri had kept
the race so pure that even so late as

twenty years ago an Englishman was a

rare person in the interior of Wales, and

regarded with suspicion. The Anglo-
Saxon race had never really understood

the Celt, nor had the Celt properly under-

stood the Anglo-Saxon. —Dr. Tudor Jones,
Wellington.

tn New Zealand, those parts of the

Empire that are not self-governing are

not considered sufficiently. The greatest
possible interest is, for instance, taken

in Canada and Australia, also in South
Africa but India, which has not self-
government. is not much talked about—-

not made a speciality of. at any rate. I

have even heard it seriously discussed
here whether India is not. from the

colonies’ point of view, rather a drag.
Practically the same thing has been sug-

gested by some of the representatives at

Imperial conferences.—Lord Plunket.

The facilities for gaining a knowledge
of the management of sheep at Lincoln

College were unequalled by any institu-

tion with which he was acquainted. There

might be places where specimens were

kept, a sort of zoological gardens, but

the aim of the Board in making the

work so severely practical and giving
opportunities for acquiring such a know-

ledge of sheep, made the College the best

he knew. The experience ho had had at

the College had widened his knowledge as

it had never been widened before.— Mr.
II Loicrie. Director of Lincoln College.

* ♦ * *

Opium in the hands of a skilled phy-
sician was a valuable drug. Indiscrimin-
ately used it was a deady poison. It

killed the soul and blotted out human

feeling of every kind. It destroyed the

Divine Image in man and created in its

stead the image of the devil. Unspeak-
able harm was being done the Chinese

ration bv the opium lx ing forced into the

country. In British India money was

advanced without interest by the British

authorities to persons growing the poppy.
Tlie opium trade was a government mou-

oply.—Ur. (Jibb. Wellington.

H<- remembered “D” Battery j>arading
in full uniform, equipped with a field

gun horsed. But they could not fire the

gun. for the very good reason that it was

cracked! Since then a great improve-
ment had taken place, and he knew of no

wlunteer companies in the world, who,
for keenness and efficiency, could com-

pare uith the artillery volunteers of New

Zealand. He attributed this efficiency in
nosmall degree to the valuable assistance
of the Royal New Zealand Artillery.—
Captain Ri*-harden. Wellington.

l(“ iiopwi to see the speedy supplanting
of the present procedure by the rational

system of stipendiary stewards, and that
would aid all those who desired to pro-
s'-nt a united front in defence of the
turf, for in the very near future it would
be called upon to tight for its existence
against the organised band that was now

making attack* upon every institution
that made life worth living.—.lfi W, ii.

Auckland.

The Club Smoking Room
By HAVANA

THE
new Year,” began the eynie,

“may be said to be paved like

the nether regions with good
resolutions. It is a time when

people start keeping a • diary
which they never continue, when

they resolve to be good prohibitionists
and swear off the drink, a resolution

that survives but few of these thirst-

compelling days. We all mean to be

good and make a fresh start, but they
are generally false starts, and we give

up all further effort till the next year
comes round. I made a virtuous resolve

that I woudl try and believe in the wis-
dom of my fellow men, but I reflected

that if I wished to adhere to my new

creed I should be debarred from much
social intercourse, and the very charming
end, to me, suggestive conversation of

our scholastic friend here. No one could

listen to some of you fellows talk and

still retain his belief in the wisdom of
mankind.'’

© © ©

“Your resolve does you credit,” replied
the padre, “and your explanation of the

reasons that led you to abandon it go
to prove the sincerity of your very vir-

tuous resolution. I believe we are all
better for the mere desire to be good,
even if our new found goodness is some-

times of short duration. I sometimes

wonder whether if we all resolved to try
and believe a little more in the goodness
of mankind we should not find our belief

justified. I know all you chaps wish to

goodness I w'ould resolve to give up
preaching, but I can’t help being a little

serious at times. Our friend here would

probably say that even a parson cannot

help being in earnest sometimes. In my
life I come across so much to admire in

people from whom one would naturally

expect but little. You fellows ridicule
the countryman who comes to town for

Christmas with his good lady and half-

a-dozen raw bush youngsters, but if you
knew these rustic folk as I know them

you would never laugh at them again.
They are the salt of the earth.”

© © ©

“My dear padre,” resumed the cynic,
“you much mistake if you fancy that I

at any rate find any cause for mirth
in kind hearts or simple faith. It is

rather the coronet and the Norman blood

that moves me to satirical reflection.
When I think of the advantages some

oc us have enjoyed—the travel, the so-

ciety, the education —and then reflect
how little use wc have made of them,
and how mean and petty, and grasping,
and selfish most of us are, I confess
that I feel I could stand bare-headed be-

fore some of our out-back settlers, who,
without a tithe of our advantages, so far
outstrip us in all th ethings that really
make life worth living. I see that the

professor has found something amusing
in his paper. aMay we ask to be let

into the joke?’’
© © ©

The professor went on with his read-

ing oblivious of all else, at times emit-
ting a huge chuckle of delight. Further

pressure induced him to reply to the

previous speaker, and explain the

cause of his mirth. “1 have here,” he

said, “a copy of the ‘Journal of Educa-

tion’ for August, containing a model
lesson on English literature. It is the

funniest thing I have read for a long
time, and all the funnier because it is

written in dead earnest. It starts with

a long exordium on the landscapes and

lofty peaks and dark thick forests of

the world of letters. Then we come to

the lesson proper, which is to be given

on Tennyson’s poem, ‘Break, Break,
Break.’ The children are to be taught
all the meanings of the word ‘break.’
Just listen to this: ‘Break, a lumbering
vehicle designed to carry a party of peo-

ple, anil differing from an omnibus in

construction, though performing the

same function. The snrne sound, though
the etymology is different, ia preserved
in the work, ‘brake,’ meaning a thicket

of wood or fern.’ The meaning of the

word, as used in the poem, is thus ex-

plained: ‘The wave-form moves In

wave-lengths of compression and rare

faction. (Illustrate on black-board.)
This characteristic of wave-motion is the
transmission of a certain state of things
or state of motion without any corre-

sponding transmission of matter.’ The
whole thing is most exquisitely deli-
cious.”

© © ©

“I didn't see the original article,” said
the padre, “but I read a review of it in.

‘The Treasury’ for September. The

thing that I thought most ludicrous
was the explanation given of the last

two lines of the verse. Just lend me

your paper for a minute, will you? and
I will see if I can find the passage. Yes,
here is the part I mean: ‘lf the poet
could have expressed his thoughts in
clear and well-chosen words, the poem
would doubtless have taken a happier
form, and the relief to his mind would
have been great. We note with sorrow

the struggle for adequate expression,
which, indeed, must have added tenfold
to the sorrowful thoughts of his brain.

The greatness of the man makes us re-

gret the more any deficiency in his men-

tal culture.’ Just fancy Tennyson, of

all people, being accused of suffering
from inability to choose clear and hap-
py expressions, and of being deficient in

mental culture.”

© © ©

“ If,” remarked the Professor, “ the

whole thing had been an intentional

satire one would be inclined to say that
it had been overdone. But I never knew

the staid and sober Journal of Education
to go in for humour of any kind, and 1

presume it is meant to be a model lesson

for the use of Stae school teachers. The

geological notes given to explain the

words “ thy cold grey stones are very
prosaic.” Listen to this hint for skilled

teachers in dealing with the line: “ We

see at a glance that- we are not looking
at the chalk cliffs that are so marked a

feature in the coast scenery of our

island. The cold grey stones would have

no past there. Nor can we make the

mistake of supposing that we are in the

region of crystalline rocks, against whose
escarpments the waes would beat without

the disintegrating effect that produces
grey stones. Just fancy English litera-

ture lessons given on these lines. It is

bad enough when children have to parse
the words and analyse the sentences. But

geological notes on Tennyson’s lyrics are

something too utterly appalling to eon-

template.”
© © ©

“ Heaven help us,” piously ejaculated
the dominie, “ if that is what we ara

coming to in our efforts to teach English.

Fancy astronomical notes on Words-

worth, and scientific notes on Keats. I

have known a teacher tell his pupils to

look up Aeonia on the map that they]
may the more fully grasp the meaning of

Tennyson’s line, “ Draw down Aeoniau

hills.” I wonder if they ever found ft,
and if so what particular range of moun-

tains they found existing there. It is

awful to think of some of our finest and

most pathetic passages being dealt with

as mere parsing exercises, or as pegs on

which to hang nature studies. It would

be enough to disgust a child with litera-

ture for the rest of its life. If these

sort of lessons are necessary, they should

be given on political speeches. No amount

of notes on these could make them
sillier than they are at present, and even

the skilled teacher mentioned in the

Journal could not spoil their meaning,
for the simple reason that they sel-

dom have any meaning worth mention-

ing.”
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The Hon. Reginald James Black, M.L.C.
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Richard Binnie, Esq.
Hon. Sir Normand MacLaurin, Kt.. M.L.C.
Senator the Hon. James Thomas Walker.

Auditors: J
Alfred S. Milson, Esq.; Frederick W.

Uther, Esq.
London Office: Old Broad St., with

Branches in all the Australian States, New
Zealand and Fiji, and Agencies and Corres-
pondents throughout Tasmania, the United
Kingdom, Europe, India, China, Japan and
the East, Africa, Canada, the United States
South America, Honolulu, and the West
Indies.

The Bank allows Interest on Fixed
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The News of the Week

IN THE DOMINION.

Fine weather favoured the holiday
makers on Boxing Day throughout the

Dominion.
A farmer at Takapuna, Auckland,

named Nicholas Casey was arrested last

week upon a charge of hving shot at a

neighbour named Wentworth Speck, on

Christmas Eve.

For having used the abbreviation

“Dr,” a man named William H. D.
Newth, of Christchurch, who was not

registered under the Medical Practition-
ers’ Act, was fined five shillings and

costs last week. The defendant had a

notice in his window anonuncing that

he did not claim the title of “Dr.” in

New Zealand, but had practised as a doc-

tor for twenty-three years in America.

A lad named Ivan S. Pierce, aged six-
teen, son of Mr G. N. Pierce, Auckland,
was killed at W’aiwera on Christmas

Day. He dived off the end of the

wharf, and fractured his skull. Other

boys had dived off the same spot a few

moments before, and it is supposed that

the deceased must have dived into the

hollow of a swell,which would, of course,

considerably alter the depth of water.

By immigration New Zealand’s popu-
lation was increased by 3330 during
Novembed; the arrivals were 4903, and

the departures 1633. The newcomers

omprised 2978 men, 1454 women, 261

boys, and 270 girls, and the exodus

1028 men, 457 women, 81 boys, and 67

girls. For November last year the ar-

rivals totalled 3656 and the departures
1590, a gain of 2066.

It appears that some of the New Zea-

landers still on the Rand have remained

to see the dawn of brighter days than

have been experienced since the conclu-
sion of the Boer war. An old Christ-
church resident, writing to a friend,
states that the outlook is very encourag-

ing in the Transvaal. For the month of

October there was a record gold output,
valued at over £2,500,000, and as several

producers are being added to the num-

ber of mines opened up each

month, it is expected that a three million

output will shortly be reached.

At the foregathering of employees of

the Government Printing Office prior to

starting their annual fortnight's holiday
the Government printer, Mr. J. Mackay)

gave some details of the work done by
the office during the past year. The

consolidated statutes went to over 4000

pages, and of these 2500 copies in

book form were printed. Besides from

50 to 500 copies of all the individual sta-
tutes the office had also printed the main

electoral rolls, 76 in all, with a total of

over 6000 pages. He was himself sur-

prised at the short time in which this

work had been done. The ordinary work,
which had been very heavy, had been

going on all the time. Last year the

number of dockets issued was 13,000. This

year it was over 15,000, showing that the

Department was going ahead by leaps
and bounds.

Death of Dr. Bakewell.

The death occurred at Auckland on

Boxing Day of Dr R. H. Bakewell, who

was well-known all over New Zealand,

more particularly by his writings in the

newspapers, and periodicals.
was the son of the Rev. John Bakewell,

a Congregational minister, and was born

at Manchester seventy-seven years ago.

He took his M.D. course at St. Andrew’s,

Edinburgh, saw two years’ service in the

Crimea, was appointed officer in charge

at Trinidad, and came to New Zealand

in 1873, practising at different times in

Dunedin, Ross, Hokitika. Christchurch,
and Auckland.

Miners' Complaint.

With respect to the difficulty over

the Miners’ Complaint Bill, Mr.

Pryor, secretary of the Employers’
Federation, Wellington, in an inter-
view, said that from the first the em-

ployers had regarded the proposals put
into the bill as dangerous. Although
the mineowners were desirous of doing
the best for the workers, they wore ab-

solutely forced into the position of im-

rsing a medical examination. “When

say forced into the position,” added
Mr. Pryor, “I mean that intimation had
been received from the insurance com-

panies that they were not prepared to

take a risk at any price, without such

examination. Now, these risks are tre-

mendous. In fact, it is not a mat-

ter of risk at all, but a matter of cer-

tain liability, because, without medical
examination, a large number of miners,
whose lungs are in the least affected,
must be a charge upon companies up to

£SOO.

“Take the Miners’ Federation esti-

mate, that 50 per cent of the men are

affected with jniners’ complaint,’’ con-

tinued Mr. Pryor. “This, applied to

Waihi with at least 1,500 workers, means

that 750 of these men, sooner or later,
will represent a charge of £5OO each,
or a total of £375,000, on the companies
operating in the Waihi district. And,

again, taking the Miners’ Federation es-

timate of 50 per cent affected, this

would mean that a total of 9,000 work-

ers in the Dominion would give us a to-

tal liability of £2,250,000. Is it any
wonder, then, that insurance companies
cannot see their way to take the risk?

The employers have been compelled to

act as they have done in order to pro-
tect themselves.”

Gisborne Native Lands.

Of over 20,000 acres of Native land
offered for lease by the Tairawhiti Land

Board in Kaipu and Wairoa counties

only 250 acres have been taken up. An-

additional 6,084 acres have been with-

drawn for settlement by natives.

COMMONWEALTH.

The total lives lost in the Broome pear-
ling fleet disaster number 67, including
six whites.

A severe drought throughout Tas-

mania is seriously affecting the pastoral
and fruit industries. Sheep have sold as

low as 2/8. Swarms of green beetles are

destroying the fruit.

Rain lias checked the fires at Gundagai
and at Corowa they swept an area 20

miles by seven. Many settlers’ crops
have been destroyed. Fires have done

much damage in the Albury and Ger-

manton districts.

An alteration has l>een made in the
goods rates on the N.S.W. railways, oper-
ating from Jan. 1, representing a further

reduction of £60,000. The new mileage
rate reduces the charges on all classes

of goods.
For the first time in its history, Lloyd's

silver medal has been bestowed upon a

woman, the recipient being Kate Gil-

mour, a stewardess, who saved many

Arab lives when a panic occurred among
the passengers aboard the blazing steam-

er Sardinia, off Malta, on November 25.

Dispute at Broken Hill.

The combined unions of Broken Hill
have informed the proprietary companies
that it was intended to strongly advise

the men against accepting lower wages
in any of the mines which had not sign-
ed the agreement arrived at between the

Mining Managers’ Association and the

combined unions, and that the action of

the Broken Hill Proprietary in offering
reduced wages from January 1, if per-
sisted in, would be regarded as a lock-

out.

Tng Capsized.

A sensational collision occurred off

Newcastle on Christmas night.

The tug Advance went out to take the

ship Iverna, from Melbourne, in tow,
when she was struck by the vessel.

The captain erf the Iverna. in giving
an account of the disaster, says: “We

were seven miles to the south-east of

Nobby's lighthouse when the tug came

up on our lee bow, and crossed over on

to the weather bow ahead of us.

“She then returned and came towards

us, and it was all over in a Hash.

“As the Advance crossed the bows of

the Iverna we struck the vessel on the

quarter. We only felt a slight impact,
but. the next thing wc saw was the tug
over on her side.

“As she came abreast of our mizzen
mast she went right over, and her boiler

exploded.
The captain, who was on the bridge

when the tug went over, walked along the
aide of the capsized vessel, and we saw

him standing on the bottom with his

pipe still in his mouth. As the tug
sank the captain grabbed a grating.

"The Inverna wan doing 11J knots,

with a southerly gale behind her. A

lifebuoy was thrown towards the cap-
sized tug, and a boat was launched. She

searched for two hours, but found none

of the crew of eight.
The mate Wills was washed ashore

after Boating all night on a piece ot

wreckage.
The crew of the Advance consisted of

the following: Capt. Mackenzie, Mate

Wills, Chief Engineer Herbert, Second
Engineer Wilson; crew, O’Brien, Scott,
and two whose names age unknown.

The National Mutual.

At the annual meeting of the Na-

tional Mutual Life Association, the chair-
man stated that the new business had
amounted to over three millions, and for
the second year in succession had ex-

ceeded the previous year’s amount by
£lO,OOO. The interest had been £4 13/2
on the mean funds. The increase in in-

come had been £72,000. The funds had

increased by £400,000, and now totalled

nearly 5} millions.

THE OLD COUNTRY.

The National Bank of New Zealand

has declared an interim dividend of 10

per cent.

King Edward telegraphed from Aber-

deen his greatest satisfaction at the ter-

mination of the Dublin carters’ strike.

Sir Robert Hart, ex-Chief of Chinese
Customs, whose leave i as now expired,
will not return to China.

Mr Frederick Selous, the famous ex-

plorer, big game shooter, ami author,
will accompany President Roosevelt on

his hunting tour in Africa.

A conference of Lancashire ironfound-

ers and workmen, held last week, decided
to establish a conciliation board to avoid
strikes and lock-outs.

Their Majesties King Edward and

Queen Alexandra spent Christmas in

company with the Prince or Wales at

Sandringham.
A Blue Book has been issued contain-

ing an exchange of Notes renewing for

five years the Franco-British Arbitration
Agreement of 1903.

English insurance companies have

agreed to settle claims amounting to

£BOO,OOO, arising out of litigation con-

nected with the recent Jamaica

earthquake.
The application of the London Educa-

tion Committee for a vote from the

rates to provide meals for underfed
Children has been granted by the London
County Council.

Two of the crew of 11.M.5. Amethyst—
Harold Curtis, an able seaman, and

James Yates, stoker, have been sentenced
to two years’ and 12 months’ imprison-
ment respectively, and dismissed from

the service, for throwing overboard a

gun spring.
A Royal Commission, under the chair-

manship of Lord Richard Cavendish, and

including Mr. Win. Pember Reeves, High
Commissioner for New Zealand, has been

set up to inquire into the various schemes

designed to secure the fully- representa-
tive character of popularly elected legis-
latures.

Mr J. P. Farrell (Nationalist member

for Longford North) having refused to

give security to the King’s Bench Divi-
sion in Dublin to keep the peace, was

last week sentenced to six months’ im-

prisonment, without hard labour, for

publishing in the “Longford Leader,” of

which he is the editor, boycotting and

intimidatory notices emanating from the

Irish League, also for delivering an in-

flammatory speech.

Liberal Party's Intentions.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr.

Lloyd George), speaking at Liverpool, de-

nounced the Lords as a purely partisan
assembly.

The Liberals would, lie said, deal firmly
and boldly with the question.

It was impossible to tolerate the pre-
sent humiliating condition of legislation
on Isird Lansdowne’s sufferance.

The next Budget would, he continued,

raise new taxes without interfering with

any productive industry. He denounced

tariff reform as implying steadily increas-

ing protection, judging by the experience
of other countries.

Dalgetya.

At n special general meeting of Dalgety
and Co., Ltd.. Mr. Edmund G. Doxat

presiding. it was unanimously agreed to

increase by one milliou the nominal capi-
tal of the company by the creation of

new £lO live per cent preference shares.
Theoe will not be offered to share

holders pro rata, but existing share-
holderg will receive preferential treat
inent.

Sorry Now.

Mr. Kims, a philanthropist of Chelten-

ham, who had greatly'befriended the local

Baptist Church, bequeathed the sum of

£lOO to each of the nine deacons who
should happen to attend his funeral.

None, however, attended. The terms

of the will were only disclosed yesterday
after the funeral had taken place.

Parliament Prorogues

Lord Loreburn (the Lord Chancellor).
in the House of Lords. and tlie Speaker
(Mr. Lowther), in the House of Com-

mons on December 22, read the King’s
Speech, proroguing Parliament until

February IG.

The speech, probably the longest on

record, referred to the recent visit to

England of President Fallicres and of the

King and Queen of Sweden, and reviewed

the work of the session.

Regarding the Balkan question. His

Majesty had reason to hope that wise

conciliatory counsels would lead to an

amicable settlement, with the consent of

the parties to the Treaty of Berlin.
Mention was made of the negotiations

with Belgium relating to the Congo.
His Majesty discussed the crisis in

India, and theexceptional deterrent legis-
lation against the conspiracy of evilly

disposed persons in seme parts, but ac-

knowledged the demonstrations of loyally
evoked in all parts of India. This had

justified the advancing of measures, long
under consideration, for enlarging the

share of the peoples of India in the ad-

ministration, and His Majesty earnestly

hoped that these would be received in

the spirit of mutual trust and good will

in which they had been proposed.
The Speech reviewed the Prince of

Wales’ visit to Canada. The visit of the

American fleet had evoked warm feelings
of cordiality in Australasia, and it wa-

a source of gratification to ITis Majesty
and the Government.

His Majesty was assured that the la-

bours of the important convention of

statesmen now considering the matter <>f

closer union would conduce to the abiding
prosperity of South Africa.

Regret was expressed that there had

been no settlement cf th? licensing and

(ducation questions.
It was mentioned that the arbitration

with the various States had not yet been

ratified settling the protection for liter

ary and artistic works.

Co-operation.

Sir Christopher Furness, shipbuilder,
who recently took his employees into co

partnership on condition that they did

not strike, has purchased the Wingate
Grange Colliery at Derhain.

He will there initiate the co partner-
ship system on similar lines to that in

his shipyards.

Wrecked Off the Irish Coast.

The steamer Irada, with 22.000 bales

of cotton, bound from Galveston, a sea

port in Texas, to Liverpool, was totally
wrecked on December 22 off Gape Mizen
Head, Cork, during a fog and heavy sea.

Five of the crew, including the captain,
were drowned.

The rest clung to the cliffs all night
and were rescued at daybreak.

The steamer and cargo were insured for
over a quarter of a million. The loss
falls primarily on Neu York companies,
but English companies and Lloyd’s are

involved.

The Suffragettes.

Miss Christabel I’ankhurst and the

other suffragettes imprisoned for taking

part in the attempt to rush the House

of Commons on October 11 have been

released, their terms having expired.
They received an ovation on issuing

from the gaol gates, and were tendered

a public breakfast. Subsequently they
paraded London in wagonettes

London's Poor.

The | tanper* of Ixmdon now number

Ltt)/»43. thia being the highest number

for thirty eight years.
The expenditure for |»oor relief thia

jcar has reached €3S7>4O.
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EUROPE.

The French Post and Telegraph Com-

misbiun, in its report to the Chamber of
Deputies, recommends penny postage
with England.

The fund in aid of the widows and or-

phans whose breadwinners perished in
the disaster at the Radbool colliery, in

Westphalia, when 320 lives were lost,
has reached £OO,OOO, enabling the com-

mit tee ty provide a supplementary an-

nuity of 150 marks for each willow and

75 marks for each child.

Russia's Peasants.

The Russian Government is endeavour-
ing to improve the condition of the peas-
ants by giving them the right of indivi-
dual ownership of land.

A bill dealing with the question has
been submitted to the Duma, which has

adopted the <dau.se enabling peasants to
own land apart from the commune.

The opponents of the measure complain
that it will only create a class of small

landowners without satisfying the de*
mauds of the bulk of the pasantiy.

Vandalism.

Several golden wreaths, valued at

£l5OO, have been stolen from the graves
of two of the Danish kings at the Cathe-
dral of Koskilde. the ancient Danish capi-
tal ,and the burial place of the kings.

Queen Alexandra’s mother’s tomb was

I'ifh‘d, and a silver cross laid there by
Her Majesty stolen, but a golden lyre
was overlooked.

desecration has caused the Royal
family .poignant grief.

German Flour.

Acute tension exists between Germany
and Switzerland owing to German millers
dumping the finest flour in Switzerland
at prices which Switzerland considers
only possible by means of disguised ex-

port subsidies.
•Switzerland wishes to arbitrate the

dispute, but Germany will only consent

to such a restricted reference that arbi-

tration would be useless.

Lively Students.

’Medical students in Paris, resent-

ing tlx- harder examinations imposed
upon them for their degrees, rioted in

the streets,
A cavalry company was called out to

disperse them.
A mob of Apaches (hooligans of Paris)

joined the students in a rush to the en-

trance to the Senate.

A number of windows of the building
were smashed, and several rioters were

badly injured.
Three hundred arrests were made.

Radium as a Cancer Cure.

Two leading Parisian doctors reported
to the antiCancer League that they had

used radium for cancer during a period
of three years.

They had treated sixty-two eases in
that time, and forty-six had recovered,
the treatment, failing in only six cases.

The Sinking ef the St, Hilda.

The Supreme Naval Prize Court at
St. Petersburg, overruling the Libau
judgment, declared that while the over-

hauling of the St. Kilda was justifiable,
its confiscation ami sinking were not jus-
tified, and hence the owners were en-

titled to submit to another court a claim

for damages.
An exception was made to a small

quantity of rice destined for the Japanese
Government and some cotton, which
might, under the circumstances, be con-

aidercv contraband.

Touchy.

Bulgaria, in a Note to the Powers, de-

scribes the passage in the Sultan’s Speech
at the opening of the Turkish Parliament
in reference to Bulgaria's action in pro-

claiming her independence as an insult
t<> that country and,to King Ferdinand.

Fresh tension is feared as a result.

Austria and Turkey.

Reuter’s Constantinople correspondent
reports that RarOn Pallavicini, Austrian

Ambassador to Constantinople, has suj>-
mitted to Kaitnil Pasha, Grand Vizier,
concrete proposals indicating Austria’s

willingness to agr>-c to an inmreaae in the

Customs duties charged on Austrian

goods entering Turkey to lb per cent.

bhc offer* name compensation on ac-

(mint of Bosnia's and Herzegovina's
chare of the Ottoman public debt to the

extent. of .£4 000,000. If Turkey per-
sists in her refusal to acknowledge the
annexation and to accept these terms,
Austria will prefer counterclaims arising
out of expenditure in Bosnia, Herzego-
vina and Novi Bazar amounting to 20

million crowns, this sum having been

spent on buildings ami general adminis-

tration since the Austrian occupation of
the provinces thirty years ago.

ASIA.

Three hundred Nationalists in Teheran,
who have failed in their efforts to secure

the restoration of the constitution, have

taken refuge in the Turkish Legation.

Unrest in India.

Two bombs were thrown at a train con-

veying Mr Hume, Publie Prosecutor, to

Sode.pur. No one was hurt.
This is the seventh bomb outrage on

this railway.

A Gentle Reminder.

The Dalai Lama has left Pekin, and

reaches Lhassa in June.

China has officially proclaimed herself

the sovereign power in Tibet.

AFRICA.

Tim mayors of the larger centres of
Cape Colony strongly recommend the
postponement of any suggestion or dis-
cussion on the future capital, lest it

should interfere with the prospects of
eloser union.

Belgium in the Congo.

A remarkable memorandum, signed
by many peers, 19 bishops, 76 members
of the Hous- of Commons, numerous

lord mayors, representative commercial
men, philanthropists, and editors, has
been forwarded to Sir Edward Grey
(Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs)

expressing cordial approval of the Gov-
ernment's insistence that Belgium must

give a distinct assurance that the treaty
rights in the Congo will be respected,
and the native communal and tribal ten-
ure of lands and products be recognised.

Hottentot Murderers.

A Reuter's message reports that the
Hottentots in the southern part 01 Ger-

man Southwest Africa have killed
several farmers and three troopers, and

captured a quantity of arms and ammu-

nition. -
There is much anxiety on the part of

the German population on account of the

recrudescence of the rebellion.
Simon Copper, one of the leaders of the

revolt against the Germans, which began
in 1904, and was not ended until January
last, took to the warpath again a month

ago, and the German settlers then took

steps for the defence of their homes and

families.

AMERICA.

U. Poor, a member of the New York
Stock Exchange, has failed, his liabilities
totalling five million dollars.

The Supreme Court of Missouri has

ousted the Standard Oil’s subsidiary com-

panies from the State.

President Roosevelt has enlarged the

scope of the secret service by merging
all detective agencies into the Bureau of
Criminal Investigation under the control
of the Department of Justice.

A Huge Combine.

Mr. Andrew Carnegie, wnen giving evi-
dence before the Tariff Committee in

Washington in favour of the abolition of

duties on steel, was asked it a combina-
tion, including the manufacturers of Bri-

tain. Germany, and the United States,
fixed for London the price of steel rails,
replied: “I am not in it, but I think it

highly probable that such a combine
exists.”

Cheaper Cable*.

Mr R. Lemieux (Canadian Postmaster-
General). who bas just returned from a

visit to England, said, in the course of

an interview hist.yreek that he was con-

fident that cheaper Atlantic telegrams
were neur at hand.

Mr J-emicux predicts that the oom-

panics will reduce their charges to avoid
the construction pf an Anglo-Canadian
Government cable.

The White Fleet's Cruise.

A Washington telegram' implies that
the cruise of Admiral Sperry’s fleet of
1G battleships has cost £10,000,000, the
bill for coaling alone running into

£5,500,000.
Experts declare that the experience

the officers and men have gained has

been cheaply bought.

Power of o. Union.

At Washington, Judge Wright has
sentenced Samuel Gompers (president),
John Mitehell (vice-president), and

Frank Morrison (secretary of the Feder-

ation of Labour) to twelve, nine; and

six months’ imprisonment respectively
for contempt of court in ignoring an in-

junction and persistently blacklisting
Bucks’ Stove Range Company.

The prisoners have been liberated on

bail, pending an appeal.

Theatre Burned.

An outbreak of fire occurred during a

performance in the “Herald” Square
Theatre, at the corner of Broadway and

35th Street, New York, a small theatre

with a seating capacity of twelve hun-

dred.
The blaze spread very rapidly, and the

building was quickly reduced to ashes,
audience and players

Weeding Them Out.

At the instance of the new Mayor of
Pittsburg, elected by the reform party
and the Civic League, seven city council-
lors and two bankers have been arrested
on charges of bribery and corruption.
The councillors have been accused

of conspiring to secure by bribery
the passage of certain ordinances con-

nected with the issue of municipal
bonds.

The president, and cashier of the Ger-
man National Bank are implicated.

Strike Warfare.

The Governor of Kentucky has ordered
out a company of State militia to assist

the country marshals to suppress rioting
in Whittey County, where the miners

are out on strike.
Already there have been fierce con-

flicts between the miners and the author-

ities, and several on both sides have

been killed.

Several miners were burned to death in

a hotel fire which followed a fight be-

tween the marshals’ forces and the strik-
ers.

President Castro Deposed.

The frustration of a plot to assassin-
ate Vice-President General Gomez has

completed President Castro’s downfall.

The conspirators intended to seize the

Administration, and with the army to

overawe the population. The prisoners
include President Castro’s brother.

A document filed in the High Court

proposes to impeach President Castro for

complicity in the plot. His money sup-

plies have been stopped.
General Gomez has issued a proclama-

tion promising the decorous and pacific
solution of international disputes. The

decree of which Holland complained is

to be revoked.

General Gomez discovered that Car-

denas, Castro’s personal secretary, had

been entrusted to incite the assassination
of Gomez and to form a conspiracy
against the Vice-President with the help
of a mutinous regiment commanded by
President Castro’s brother.

Gomez boldly personally arrested Col.
'Jastro ad then accused Cardenas, who

S • denied the existence of a plot.
x,.nriez pinionen te. prevent the uss

of a revolver, and then imprisoned him,
thus breaking the back of the plot.

Dr. Paui, ex-Foreign Minister, has
started for Europe to settle Venezuelan

International disputes.
Flighty leading Venezuelans have cabled

to President Castro that his power
has been' destroyed, his property con-

fiscated, and that he would he arrested if

he attempted to return to Venezuela, in-
dicating that grave charges would be pre-
ferred against him.

Some accounts report that Castro was

furious when he■heard of the turn of
events, ami had expressed his determina-

tion to return to overthrow his oppon-

ents. Other accounts stab* that he dis-
placed indifference, believing the-report

of the conspiracy to be a Dutch invert*
tion. . ,

It is reported that Castro possesses
a fortune of from £3,000,000 to £29,000,-
000, lodged in European banks, lie is at

present living in a Berlin Hotel at the

rate of £l5OO a week.
General Gomez has expressed a wish

to settle the several disputes with the

United States, and has invited an Ameri-

can warship to visit La Guayira, the

port of Caracas.
This is interpreted in Washington as

a precaution to prevent disorders.
Mr W. J. Buchanan has been appoint-

ed United States special commissioner,
and is proceeding to Venezuela aboard

the cruiser North Carolina.
Holland has suspended her naval de-

monstration against Venezuela.

PERSONAL NOTES.

Mr Justice Cooper is spending the

Christmas holidays in Auckland.

The Hon. J. D. Ormond, M.L.C., of

Hawke’s Bay, is at present in Auckland.
Miss Ada'Crossley arrives in Welling-

ton this week from Australia, and starts

on a tour of the Dominion.
Mr. and'Mrs. R. Poulgrain, senr., left

Auckland by the Waikare for Gisborne

last week. •

Sir George Clifford, president of the

New Zealand Racing Conference, is in

Auckland.
Mr. E. Clifton, chief inspector of

stock, accompanied by Mrs Clifton, is at

present visiting Auckland.
Miss Ellen Melville announces that

she will commence practice as a-solicitor

in Auckland on January 7.
Mr. G. P. Darnell-Smith, assistant

director of technical education in Auck-

land, left 'for the South 'by the Taka*

puna last week on a holiday trip.
Mrs. and Miss Mooney (Balelutha),

late of Penrose, were recently the'reci-
pients of a number of volumes of Shake-

speare’s plays, sent by the members of

the Rakaia Ladies’ Social Club.

Dr. J. M. Withers, of Christchurch,

was last week apointed house surgeon i
at the Wanganui Hospital, vice Dr. Fer-

gus, who resigned in order to further his

studies at Home. J ’
The numerous friends of Captain •

NorbuTy will be pleased to learn -that
after being tn dock for six weeks at

Woodside Nursing Home, ■ he has now

sufficiently recovered to go home.

The Rev. W. J. Ormond, who Was •
ordained to the priesthood at Rome re-

cently, was welcomed back to his native

New Zealand by a large number of

friends in the Hibernian Hall, Auckland,

last week.
A large gathering o£ members of the

Ancient Order of Foresters took place

in the Foresters’ Hall, Auckland, last

week, to welcome Bro. Jas. Stichbury,

P.D.C.R.. who has just returned from a -
trip to the Old Country.

Mr.'S. Thompson (chief’draughtsman),
Mr. W. E. Sessions (chief clerk), and

Mr. H. T. Wadie (assistant draughts-
man), of the Lands and Survey Depart-
ment at Dunedin, retire on superannua-
tion with three months’ leave as from

January Ist, 1909.

Mr. H. F. Gladding, formerly superin-
tendent of the City Fire Brigade, died
last week at his residence, Cook-street.
Since he left the service of the brigade in

1903, Mr. Gladding has been in" business

as a grocer. He leaves a family of fojtr

sons and one daughter.
The death is announced at the age df

65 years of Mr Michael Andrews. 'The ■"

deceased gentleman was for many years
in the service of the Bank of New Zea-

land. lie was formerly manager of the
bank at Wanganui, and was accountant •
in the head office when the head office ■
was in Auckland. . , ■

A large and representative depute- ?
tion of citizens waited on Mr. J. ■;.<

11. Clayton, editor and proprietor ■■

of the “Times,” Tauranga, last week;

and presented him with a handsome

dressing-citse as a 'mark of appreciation
of his impartial Conduct of the paper
during the recent Parliamentary and

licensing elections.
Mr. K.Vngdon, who stfme two months

ago was knocked down and seriously in- >
jured, has so far recovered that bis medi-- ■
cal attendant has given permission for 1
his removal from Mount Pleasant Pri- 1
vate Hospital to Taranaki, of which- dis-'- i
trict he is, an old resident.' ' When the

accident happened he bad just lauded in

Auckland, being on his way home after

an extended tour in New

An ordination service was’held by the
Bishop of’Waiapii; in the Napier Cathe-

dral on Hunday when the- following ■
■leucons and priests - were ordained:—’ l
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Deacons: W. H. Roberta and G. E. Kear

(Waiapu diocese); H. 0. Townsend Han-

ky (Auckland diocese). Priests: The

Rev. F. 8. Long (Waiapu diocese) ; the

Rev. G. B. Nanson (Christchurch dio-

cese).

Ajdinner. was. given by Admiral Poore

on the flagship, 11.M.5. Powerful, on

Thursday evening, those present, be-

sides Sir Richard and Lady Poore, in-

cluding:—Captain and Mrs. Boseawen,

Captain and Mrs. Vaughan Lewis

(H.M.S. Cambrian), Commander Bow-

ring, Flag-Lieutenant Fisher, Captain
and Mrs. Noyes, Surgeon-Captain and
Mrs. Cherry, and Lieutenant Bretton.

Mr. Donald Robertson (secretary of

the Post and Telegraph Department)
came up from Wellington last week, and

left Auckland by the Navua to-day for

Fiji, to connect with the R.M.S. Aor-

angi for Vancouver, en route to England.
He is accompanied on his trip home by
Mrs. Robertson. During his absence in

England, his position in the Depart-
ment will be taken by Mr. W. R. Morris.

Miss Renee Queree, daughter of Mrs.

■Earnest Queree, is at- present paying a

(holiday visit to .her friends in Auck-

land. Miss Queree has been studying at

the ■ Melbourne Conservatoire of Music

for the past year, and this year she

has distinguished herself by passing all

the examinations of her year, and by
winning a scholarship which will enable
her to put in another year at least in the

institution.

Mr. Frederick Worley, M.A., who re-

cently occupied the post of lecturer at

the Auckland University during the ab-
sence of Professor F. D. Brown, has

been meeting with considerable educa-

tional success at Home. Starting re-

search work with Professor H. G. Arm-

strong, of the City and Guilds Technical

Institute, he has, according to a letter

received locally, been elected to a Re-

search Fellowship of the Leather Sellers'

Company of the value of £l5O.

The death occurred last week at his re-

sidence, Curran-st., Auckland, of Mr J. E.
Haven, accountant to the “New Zealand
Herald.” Mr. Haven was a native of

Boston, and came over to New Zealand
in the days of the early goldfields rush

at Thames, and later on to Auckland.
The deceased was highly esteemed and

respected by-all with whom he came, in

contact. He leaves a widow, three

daughters and three sons, < one of the

latter being at present in Johannesburg,

and the other two in Auckland,

A cable was received last week by Arch-

deacon Calder, announcing the death

of Dr Heiiry Welchman, a well-known
worker in the Melanesian Mission. The

death occurred at Florida on November

25. The deceased was known to many

people in New Zealand, and his decease

will be much regretted. He was born

at Birmingham, and had the degree
M.R.C.S., England. He joined the mis-

sion in the year 1888, was made a dea-

con in 1891, and priest in 1893. His
first appointment was medical mission-

ary in charge at Norfolk Island, he sub-

sequently went to Ysabel, on Florida

Island, and latterly has been in charge
of the Island of Maramatabu (“All
Saints.”). Deceased was about sixty

years of age.

MNDON, November 20.

Bishop Lenihan, the Roman Catholic

Bishop of Auckland, who is on a visit
to Rome, took part this week in the

ceremonies held in honour of the Pope’s
sacredotal jubilee. Thousands of pil-
grims from all parts of Italy and the

world assembled in St. Peter’s for the

special service, on Monday last-, Novem-

ber 16, Silver trumpets announced the

arrival of the Pontifical procession, at

the head of which was carried the Cross

of Christ, emblem of humility, followed

by the Pope’s ,triple crown of gold, em-

blem ,of power; loaded with gems and

guarded by mace-bearers, Swiss guards
and Chamberlains. Pius X. advanced

slowly, carried on the Scdia Gestatoria.
of peacock-blue velvet, covered with rich

gold lace. .Around him swung the “fla-

belli,” great fans of ostrich feathers.
The .i Papal t chair was preceded by the

Noble .Guard, proud scions of tlio

Roman- aristocracy, and behind it were

the member* Of .the Pontifical Court, iji
due order of preeejenee. As his Holi-
ness -.passed, to the |i.igh altar, vyhieh it
took him ten minutes to reach, he be-

stow'd h.i* benediclio* on the kneeling
congregation. Hi* passage caused in-
tense emotion, and many women wept.

The Pope’s vestments, his mitre, th*

rings oh his fingers, sparkled with, gems,
in strange contrast with Hie humility of
the inau to.whom all pomp and splen-
dour are so foreign that he was even

’then wearing a modest nickel wateh
attached to a bootlace!

'At the moment of the elevation ol

the Host, the silver trumpets again
sounded from the dome. It was the

culminating point of the ceremony.
When the last words of the Mass had

been said, the' holy father advanced to-

wards the altar to give his apostolic
benediction. He turned towards the

kneeling crowd, raised his white hand,
loaded with jewelled rings, and made

the sign of the cross, while in a strong,
sonorous voice, which echoed through
the arches of the temple, he slowly
uttered the words, “Benedicat vos omni-

potens Deus, et Filius, et Spiritus Sanc-

tus!”

Boatswain Tipper, late of the Royal
Navy, who died this week at Bicton

near Shrewsbury, at the age of

90, was one of the few survivors of those
who fought.jin the. New Zealand war of
1845. He saw. service in many parts of

the world, having taken part in the

Crimean campaign, the China war, and
many expeditions against the pirates
who in the years gone by infested the

coast of Africa and the waters east of

Suez.

Mr. and Mrs. J. 11. Hood, of Auck-

land, and their daughter, are on a visit

to England, primarily on account of
Mrs. Woods’ health. They have spent
most of their time in Cheshire and the

Northern Counties. They will return to

New Zealand via Capetown and Aus-

tralia, leaving Liverpool in February
next.

Mr. T. Tichbon, of Stratford, and for-

merly of Auckland, who arrived by the

Persic on October 26, has been revisit-

ing his native town, Hastings, which will

be his headquarters during his stay in
the Old Country. He expects to leave

again for New Zealand in about seven

weeks’ time.

Another veteran of the New Zealand

war has gone beyond these voices, in the

person of Major-General C. Blewitt, lata

of the 65th (York and Lancaster) Regt.,
who died last week at the rip- old age
of 84. He was gazetted to the 70tli

Regiment in 1864, but subsequently ex-

changed into the 65th. lie served in the

New Zealand campaign, being present at

the storming of Rangiabhia and the cap-
ture of Orakau, at which he commanded

a detached force. He was mentioned in

despatches in June, 1864. General Blewitt

subsequently commanded the West Rid-

ing and the Leicestershire Regimental dis-

tricts. In 1901 he was awarded the Dis-

tinguished Service Order.

Two large parties of Scottish settlers

within the week have left Glasgow, for

Liverpool, en route for New Zealand. The

second party is one of the largest that

ever left St. Enoch Station for the Domin-

ion. The emigrants arc described as a

very promising set of men, many of whom

were accompanied by their wives and

families. They had an enthusiastic send
off from their friends.

Among the successful candidates

awarded the M.R.C.S. diploma at the list,

meeting of the Royal College of '.Surgeons
of England, was Mr. Philip Seaton Vie-
kerman, MB., Ch.B. (Edin.). Among
the successful candidates at the first pro-

fessional examination in anatomy and

physiology for the diploma of E.R.C.S.,
held this month, was Mr. John Bruce

Baird, B.Sc., of Otago and Glasgow Uni-
versities.

Mr. Aron Vecht, who died at Antwerp
on Sunday last, after an illness of some

months’ duration, was well known

throughout Australasia. Born in Holland

52 years ago, he settled in this country
when quite a young man, and eventually
built up a considerable business.

A man of adventurous spirit., the pas-
sion for-travelling was in his blood, and

there was no continent, .and few coun-

tries of the world, which he had not

visited, hardly a part of New Zealand

which he had not explored-and he trav-

elled extensively in Australia.

He lived for some years in Cape Colony,
and entered into business relations with

the De Beers Company, Mr. Coed Rhodes

negotiating with him on behalf, of the

company. For a year Or so he resided

in Haarlem, and then took his family to

the Argentine, where he made his head-

quarters at Buenos Ayres. Returning to

Europe,.he settled in Antwerp, w here, he

died.

Recent callers at the High Commission-
er’s office:—Mr. and Mrs. Walton Fuller

(Christchurch), Mr. J. Allen Thomson

! Dunedin). Mr. Arthur P. .Mathews

Christchurch), Mr. Alex. R. Fraser (Web
lington), Mr. Herbert F. L. Beau (Christ,
church), Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Bourke,(Wel-

lington).

Our Illustrations.

THE LATE MR. HERBERT

ARNOLD.

The funeral of the late Mr. Herbert

Arnold, manager of the Cost ley Training
Institute, took place on Wednesday after-

noon, the cortege leaving the Richmond*
road at 2 o’clock. A detachment of the

Permanent Artillery walked first, with

arms reversed, then followed the coflin

on a gun carriage covered with the
Union Jack. Elder pupils from the In-

stitute walked on each side of the gun
carriage, carrying handsome wreaths.

Then followed the other boys and mem-

bers of the Empire Veterans’ Association,
amongst whom marched Major Morrow,
one of the trustees of the Institute.

Several carriages followed with mourn-

ers and friends of deceased. In the sec

ond carriage were Messrs. C. Hudson and

C. J. Tanks, trustees, also Mr. Wesley
»Spragg, representing the Hon. («. Fowlds,
who is chairman of the Institute. At
the top of Syrrionds-street,’vehicles were

waiting to take the followers on to

I’urewa Cemetery, where the. interment
took place.

THE HUTTON MEMORIAL

MEDAL.

Soon after the death of the late Cap-
tain F. W. Hutton in 1905 steps were

taken by the Philosophical Institute of

Canterbury to establish a Research Fund
as a memorial of his many services to

science in New Zealand. The Institute’s

appeal on behalf of this fund met with a

ready response from many parts of New

Zealand; contributions were also receiv-

ed from other centres, and the Govern-

ment recognised the value of Captain
Hutton’s work by subsidising the fund to

the amount of £3OO. When the fund was

ultimately handed over to the New Zea-

land Institute it amounted to a sum of

about £660. This is vested in the New

Zealand Institute, and is controlled by
regulations framed by the Board of Gov-

ernors of that Institute.
The sum of £lOO was set aside for the

expense of striking a bronze medal, to be

known as the Hutton Memorial Medal.

This medal has been designed by Profes-

sor Lanteri, of South Kensington, and

bears an excellent portrait of the late

Captain Hutton, and, on the obverse, a

design emblematical of the fauna and

flora of New Zealand, namely a tuatara

(Sphenodon punctatus) prominent in

the foreground, a kiwi (Apt?ryx), a

cabbage tree (Uordyline australis), a

New Zealand flax bush (Phormiuni
tenax), and other New Zealand plants,
while geology is re.present'/d by a g *olo-

gical hammer on some roe.ka in the fore-

ground and by a volcano in the distance.

We give in this issue photographs of

the medal, though these, perhaps, hardly
show fully how beautifully it. has been

modelled by Professor Lanteri. The New

Zealand Institute is indebted to Profes-

sor Arthur Dendy. of King’s College,
London, for kindly superintending the

preparation of the medal. According to

the regulations trained by the Board of

Governors of the Institute,’ the medal

will be awarded from time to time to

persons who have made some notable
contribution in connection with the zoo-

logy, botany and geology of New Zea-

land. Unless in exceptional circumstan-

ces, it is not to be awarded oftener than

once in three years, and the recipient
must have received the greater part of

his education in New Zealand, or have

resided in New Zealand tor not less than

ten years. The remainder of the fund has

been invested, and the interest on it may

be used by the Institute for making grants
to persons who require assistance in con-

nection with researches in New Ze tland s

natural hitdory. At its last annual

ineetmgXhe. Institute. d n c’'’ed nut to close

the fund until with additional subscrip-
tions and interest, the sum invested

amounts to £1000; and until that time I
per cent, on the capital invested will be

added each year to the principal. Com*

munications with regard to the fund may

be addressed to the secretary of the Now

Zealand Institute. Wellington, or to Dr.

U. Chilton, Canterbury College, who acted

as honorary treasurer until the fund was

handed over to the Institute

PROSPEROUS AND PICTURES-

' QUE WHANGAREI AND

ITS CARNIVAL.

Whangarei. the most prosperous and

progressive city uortb of Auckland, is

this week ho’ding high carnival. Visitant
from north, south, cast, aud west arct
if expectations are realised, now pouring
into the beantifully-sit.u ited township
for the Axemen’s Carnival, the Band

Contest. and the host of other attrac-

tions which are to make Whangarei gay
for the whole of the la* ter end of the

present week, from early morn till a

very late bed time. A very beautiful
double page of the scenic attractions of

the town and surrounding districts ap-
pears in this issue, and in our next there

will be further scenic pictures, besides a

series of photos of all events and attrac-

tions which can be secured. As the pic-
tures are to be taken by Mr. Radcliffe,
who is responsible for the lovely glimpses
in the double page already alluded to,
patrons have an opportunity of judging
of the probable quality of the photos he
will supply.

TWO LETTERS IN PRAISE OF
THE GRAPHIC."

The following two letters arc samples
of those now reaching the “Graphic”
by almost every mail. The first is

from the editor of the South Wades

“Daily News,” Cardiff “Times.” and
other important journals.

T. W. Leva, Esq.,
Auckland, N.Z.

Dear Mr Levs,—I have received a copy
of the “Weekly Graphic,” fleet number,
and take it for granted that it is ydur-
self I have to thank for its dispatch*
It is a very fine production, and would

not have been* excelled here. The .pre-
liminary work of getting together all th<9
matter, and the great variety of pic-
tures, shows an admirable planning, and

an equally admirable carrying through
of the scheme. Some of the sea pier
tures are Al, and I heartilv congratulate
you and your staff upon the good work

shown.

I was iu London last week, and. cul-

ling at the New Zealand l*ress Agency
office, had an opportunity of running
through a few weeks of vour issues and

seeing the pictures. The local scenes
interested me more than the picture^,of
the fleet, and I am parcacnlarlv struck

with the excellent wav in which you

etch and print your blocks. Trusting
you are well, and with kind regards,—
Believe me to remain yours truly.

H. READ.

The second is a letter received from

Mr J. Walter Thompson, President of

the J. Walter Thompson Co., one of

the largest advertising agencies in the

world. This gentleman says:—“The

proprietors of the “Weekly Graphic” de-

serve the greatest credit for the enter-

prise shown in the production, and we

shall take pleasure in showing it to

some of our leading publishers here as

a sample of th? up to (lateness of the
N.Z. productions.”

BRETTS ALMANAC.”

NOW PUBLISHED

A VALUABLE BOOK Ob’ REFERENCE

Brett’s Auckland Almanac for 1909 haa

been published, and is now’ on sale

at all bookseller* and stationers, as

well as at th? “Star” office. As in pre-
vious years, an effort ha* been made id

the volume to present th,' most im-

portant of th? New Zeal iml statistics in

a comprehensive and intelligent manner.

In addition to this important feature,
th? compilers have included a full official

and general- directory. ‘Alendar, diary,
time tables fur ocean v 1 railway mail
services, and a large amount of general
information dealing wi h various sub-

jects of importance t»> all sections of ths
community.

The statistical section. besides dealing
with the Dominion as a whole, has

especial and complete reference to Auck-

land province and city, and in this re-

>pcct purchasers will find the informa-
tion they require easily untamable and tn

every respect reliable, as all returns arc

compiled from the official records of tho

different Government Departments. The
farm and garden calenda . which is made

a prominent feature, will he of interest
and value, not only to th* farmer buA

also to the ordinary. boii'M'hplder of Ltaa
e.ty.
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OUT-DOOR SPORTS.

CRICKET.

Resignation of a Veteran.

Dr. W. G. Grace, the veteran cricketer,
has resigned the secretaryship of the
Gloucestershire County Cricket Club.

Wellington Averages.

Tucker leads in the batting averages

at Wellington, with an average of 62.2,
and then follow Brice, 59.4; J. B. Black-

lock, 47; Mahoney, 46.2; Monaghan, 43.5;
Payne, 33; Richardson, 32.5; Bruce, 32;
Newhold, 32; Little, 30.2; Ashbolt, 30;
8. Hickson. 30.

Among the bowlers, Patrick heads the
list, with an average of 4.5, the next

eleven being Day, 7; Monaghan, 8.5;
Tucker, 9; Connolly, 9.2; Mason, 9.6;
Rodgers, 9.8; Mitchell, 10; Smyrke, 10.3;

Staples, 10.3; G. S. Pringle. 11;
Matthews, 11.3.

Auckland.

A team from Bombay met an Auckland
junior eleven on the Auckland Domain

on Boxing Day, the match resulting in a

win for the Aucklanders. Batting first,
the home team made 92 (Lepine 23,
Speight 21, and Schofield 18), and the

visitors responded with 78, of which E.

Clarke made 13, Proude 17, A. Clarke

16, and A. Evans 15. -With four wic-
kets down for 131 (Goulding 57, Wil-

liams 22 not out, Dinnison 20, Speight
12, Browne 10 not out), the juniors de-

clared the second innings closed. The

visitors, when stumps were drawn, had

lost six wickets for 88 runs (Edgell 37

not out, Balme 18, and Evans 11). Of
the Bombay bowlers, Clarke took five

wickets for 34 runs in the first Auck-

land innings. Among the trundlers of
the winning team, Schofield took four

wickets for 10 runs, and Dingle three for

a similar number of runs.

Finance of the Australian Tout.

Tn discussing the objection of Clem THII

and M. A. Noble to the terms of the

Board of Control regarding the finance of
the Australian eleven in England, the

“Sportsman” advises the Board to go

warily ami not be too grasping, for if it

caused a defection of many leading play-
ers the English Board of Control would

be quite justified in cancelling the pro-
gramme. as the invitation was expressly
given to the representative Australian
team.

[The Board of Control decided that it

would take all the receipts from matches

in England. retaining 5 per cent, of the

total up to £6OOO and 12 per cent, beyond
that sum. Clem. Hill stated that these

proposals were unjust, and he would not

think of going to England under them.

M. A. Noble expressed a similar view.

In the past the Australians have divided

the whole proceeds more or less equally
among the men undertaking the trip.]

LAWN TENNIS.

Exhibition Games at Mount Eden.

Auckland players were fortunate last

week in having an opportunity of
seeing really first-class play. The games

p’aved at Mt. Eden were quite a treat.

Wilding was the draw. and. though he

v a.= not on the very top of his game, the

exhibition he gave was certainly a fine

one. The most noticeable feature of his

game is the plain, straightforward way in
which lie plavs his shots. His stand is

easy, and his arm describes a plain

sweep on both back a.nd forehand. Tie

was not quite as accurate as usual, and

Parker, who was playing his usual bril-

liant placing ami tricky game, was too

good for him on the day. The latter is

still a “wizard" of tennis, and lie makes

flic ball do astonishing things in the way

of “breaks.” The shortneso of his stature

enable* him to plav shots which a taller

man could not attempt. On a dry
ground, with new halls, the bound of the
ball constantly brings it up to the level

of It's eves, and he seems to “sight” his

shot like a man taking a rap'd glanco

along a rifle barrel. The trouble is that
with all Parker’s exeellenco. he is a most

difficult man to imitate. Wilding, on the
•tiler hand, haa an almost perfect slm-

plicity of motion, and no one could study
his game without getting an idea of
some crudities of their own style, which
could be pruned with advantage. He
provides an example of what practice in
serving will jlo, as his second service is

quite as hard as the first. Fisher played
his usual brilliant game, which differs
from that of Wilding and Parker in that
it is more erratic. He can hit harder
than either of them on occasion, but

lacks the reliability of both. Grossmann
held his end of the game up well, and hia
volleying was at times quite first class.
He plays best with a man of the calibre
of the company he was in on Monday,
as his respect for his partner controls a

tendency lie has to poach for lobs aind
tosses generally. It is interesting to
know that Wilding expressed the opinion
that one or two courts in England are

the only ones he has seen in the world
better than the E. and E. grounds.

An Interesting Point.

One point in the laws of the
game caused a good deal of dis-
cussion at a recent inter-club match
in Auckland. A player in strik-

ing at a ball which went into the
net, almost simultaneously struck his
racket against the net. The other side
appealed for the point, but the umpire
decided against them. As his decision
caused a good deal of comment and dis-
cussion among players after the game,
and the point is one which often occurs,
it is worth some consideration. The
laws of the game bearing on the ques-
tion are as follows: “15. A ball is in
play from the moment at whieh it is
delivered in service (unless a fault) un-

til it has
...or has dropped in the

net. . . .”

“20. Either player loses a stroke . . .

if he or his racket (in his hand or other-

wise) touch the net or any of its sup-
ports while the ball is in play. . . .”

It will be seen that the questions aris-

ing in cases of this kind are simply ones

of fact, and that therefore the umpire’s
decision upon them is final. What the

umpire has to settle in his own mind is—-
firstly, did the player strike the net be-
fore the ball struck the net, If he did,
then clearly his racket touched the net
while the ball was travelling through
the air and was in play, and therefore
ho loses the ace. If he did not, then the

whole question is—was the ball “in the

net” when the racket struck the net?

There are some balls whieh, carrying a

strong overspin, will prove veritable

climbers and run up two or three inches.

If the striker’s racket, in the opinion of

the umpire, prevented a highly likely
“climber” from accomplishing its ascent,
then the player should lose the point;
but if, as in most cases, it was quite
dear that the ball could not have come

over, then it was clearly “in the net”

within the meaning of the rule, and the

contact of racket and net was imma-
terial.

If a ball had to touch the ground be-

fore being dead, a peculiar position
would arise if the ball fell into the fold
of a net doubled up from th bottom, as

it very often does. Being in play, both

players would refuse to touch it for

fear of losing the point, and the umpire
having no authority to interfere, the

game would lapse into a state of bus-

pended animation.

The Davis Cup.

one the eve of his departure from Aus-

tralia for Europe, said that America

would secure the Cup next year. He con-

siders that Brookes, Wilding, Dunlop,
Parker, Rice and Heath are equal to
the best six players in England or

America. Dunlop. Ire says, is one of the
finest doubles players in the world.

New Zealand and the Australasian

Association.

A majority of members of the council

of the Australasian Tennis Association
are favourable to allowing New Zealand
to cut the painter. An effort will be

made to force Wilding to represent New
Zealand in a fight against Brookes in
next year's Davis Cup contest. The

dividing of the colonial force practically
means saying good-bye to the cup next

year (says a Melbourne cablegram).
The sec. of the Australasian Dawn

Tennis Association, however, thinks that

there is no need for anxiety. Next year’s
Davis Cup challengers must lodge their
nominations before March 1. The Aus-

tralasian Council does not meet till Janu-

ary 1, and probably several months will

elapse from that date before the matter
of New Zealand’s suggested breakaway
could be arranged through the English
Association. He suggests that New Zea-

land should seek to become a separate
nation, not when Australasia holds the
cup, but when she has been beaten.

FOOTBALL.

The Australian 'Footballers.

The Wallabies (the Australian ama-

teur Rugby team) defeated North Gla-

morgan on December 23 by two goals and
one try (13 points) to one goal (5 points)
scored by the Welsh team.

Swansea beat the Wallabies (ama-
teurs) by a penalty goal and a try (six
points) to nil. There were 40,000 spec-
tators present.

Swansea scored its goal early in the

game, and the try before half-time. Swan-
sea played a considerably better game
forward and outside. During the second

half Griffin, the Australian forward, was

ordered off the field for rough play.
The Australian League team (pro-

fessionals) met and defeated Lees on

December 26th by a goal and four tries
(14 points) to two goals two tries (10
points).

ATHLETICS.

New Sprint Records.

R. E. Walker, the Natal runner who

won the hundred metres sprint at the

Olympic Games, created a new world’s
record for the hundred yards by cover-

ing the distance at Johannesburg in

9 2-5 sees, last w’eek.

He also put up new time for the 120

yards at the same meeting, running the

distance in 11 2-5 secs.

The previous 100yds record of 9 3-ss.
was accomplished by A. F. Duffey and D.
Kelly, while the record of Ills, for the
120 stood to the credit of Geo. Seward,
and has been on the books for 61 years;
T. M. Malone, of Victoria, having equal-
led the time in 1884. It seems probable
that Walker has turned professional. He

had noemployment to goto on return to

Durban, and writing from Johannesburg
last month, Rufe Naylor, the well-known
sports promoter and manager for A. B.

Postle, said: “R. E. Walker, the ama-

teur champion, was a fellow-passenger
from England, but he went on to Dur-

ban, where, I believe, he is to receive a

handsome testimonial. I offered to give
a purse of f. 500 for a match of 100yds
between him and Postle, to be divided

any way that he (Walker) wished.
Walker is to give me an answer next

week, but I am determined to bring them

together if possible, as I reckon the race

would draw a couple of thousand pounds
here in Johannesburg. The possibility of

their meeting has already been freely
dismissed, and opinion is pretty well di-

vided as to which would win. If terms

are accepted they will race at Yuletide.”

AQUATICS.

The America Cup.

Sir Thomas Lipton has abandoned his

challenge to race for the America Cup in

1909 owing to the New-York Yacht Club’s
restrictions on the challenger.

BOXING.

Johnson Beats Buras.

The battle between Tommy Burns

and Jack Johnson for the heavy-weight
championship of the boxing world was

held at the Stadium, Rushcntter’s Bay,

Sydney, on Boxing Day. The meeting

between these two giants of the ring
aroused an immense amount of interest

in Sydney and all over Australia, and
the attendance was enormous. Interest
in the fight far exceeded that of the

Burns-Squires contest.
Burns and Johnson faced each other,

apparently both in splendid fettle for

what was expected to be a battle of

giants.
Round after round was fought with-

out cither man Showing any signs of

wavering, but Johnson, the coloured
pugilist, was punishing hit> antagonist

severely, and up to the seventh rount
Johnson had the best of the fight. It
was a fierce encounter, both men attack-
ing fiercely, giving and receiving heavy
blows.

From the outset, despite superb fight-
ing by Bunas, Johnson bad the best of
the battle.

The black man maintained * smiling
face throughout the contest, treating
Burns’ body blows with the utmost in-
difference, addressing remarks to Bum
and the crowd.

Johnson never ceased to punish Burna
unmercifully.

In the first few minutes Johnson sent
in a terrific blow which toppled Bums
clear over, and he remained down eight
seconds.

In the sixth round a terrific blow from
Johnson narrowly missed taking Burns
on the point of the chin.

At the tenth round, Burns was mani-
festly tiring in a terrific combat, his re-

turns coming weakly.
At the fourteenth round the police

©topped the fight, and victory was

awarded to Johnson on points.

ENGLISH VIEWS.
The “Referee” welcomes the result of

the Burns-Johnson fight.
The “Observer” characterises the fight

as a degrading spectacle.
Mr Bettison, manager of the National

Sporting Club, said to an interviewer
that the result did not surprise boxing
circles in England and America.

A rumour was published in London
that Burns had died as the result of in-
juries received during the contest.

A SYDNEY OPINION.
The “Herald in its leader says:—‘•The

contest was a nakedly brutal struggle,
which edified a public which paid the
syndicate £26,000 to see the match. To
say that these spectacles are a sport in
any decent meaning of the term is flatly
untrue. The effect is to glorify British
practice in quarters where British in-
stinct is already an anti-social force. It

may not be amiss to ask the Government
which so far has been delightedly acquies-
cent, whether in the interests of the

general community we have not had

about enough of these exhibitions. Syd-
ney is worthily ambitious of distinction,
but does not exactly aspire to become
the cynosure of all the world of tousrh-
dom.”

Big Stakes.

The £7OOO purse for which tommy
Burns and Jack Johnson were matched
to fight on Boxing Day, seems enormous

when compared with the stakes for which
other pugilistic champions have fought,
particularly the old-time champions of
the prize-ring. Just over 60 years ago
William Thompson. of Nottingham,
fought Ben Gaunt at Newport Pagnell.
in Buckinghamshire, for two hours, says
“Tit-Bits,” for £2OO a side and the cham-
pionship belt. It was for a similar

purse that Tom Sayers fought his mem-

orable fight with the Tipton Slasher 50

years ago, while Tom Spring—one of

the bravest, most honest, and courteous

men who ever- stepped into a ring—in
1824 fought Jack Langham, who ulti-
mately died worth £30,000, for 500

guineas a-side, at Chichester. Toni

Spring won, and he and Jack afterwards

became the best of friends. Probably no

boxer ever obtained so much money
from the prize-ring as George Dixon,
the coloured and greatest featherweight
of his day. who, before his 35th birthday,
had earned and won over £50,000. Pedlar
Palmer must have earned between £30,-
000 and £40,000, while Ben Jordan, one

of the few men to beat Palmer, has been

able to retire from the ring with a com-

fortable income derived from the invest-
nent of liis winning o.

A Fine Record.

' v-nowy” Baker, who acted as runnt*-

up in the English Middle-weight Cham-
pionship, has an athletic record that

anyone might envy. His first perform-
ance was in the New South Wales Army
and Navv competitions (he was a New

South Wales Lancer). in which be was

defeated in the final by D. Parbury,
Australasian middle weight champion.
After that he never looked back. For
the next four years he annexed the
middle and heavy-weight Australasian
championships. Ho was also champion,
of New South Wales military forces for
three years, the competitions comprising

on horseback, $ent-pegging,
tilting at ring, swordsmanship, and box-

ing. As a swimmer, ho was equally
. aucceeaful, being champion ot East Syd-

ney Club, the premier club of New SouiM
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W*le», and for two yearn a member of
the famous “Flying Squadron/’ which
■tin holds the world’s record. He was

also champion high diver, and a, mem-

ber of the great "Seagull’s" champion
diving team. Altogether he won «rv«r

100 aquatic trophies. At rowing, also,
lie gained further Ipurelw, capping 4

great record by stroking the champion
club eight of New South Wales. On
one occasion ho stroked both the four
and eight-oared senior events at the
Glebe regatta, and secured the doable.
Ho was also on the top rung of the
football ladder, being representative
half-back for New South Wales, besides
which he played for all Australia against
Sievwright'a English team. Truly, a

wonderful record for our man.

SCULLING.

Arnat’s Movement*.

Tn the course of an interview at Christ-
church. R. Arnst stated that he intended

to stay in Canterbury for a fortnight, and
he would spend the time seeing his friends
and relations. He was due in Welling-
ton .on the 9th prox. to give an exhibi-

tion of sculling at Day’s Bay, and subse-
quently he would give similar exhibi-
tions.

In regard to the Wheleh-Fogwell
match, Arnst said that so far nothing
had been finally arranged. The matter

would be discussed during the next week

or so, and probably the match would be

rowed at Easter. He would act as Fog-
well’s trainer, and training operations
would be carried on at Akaroa.

Arnst stated that his supporters were

strongly of opinion that Barry, the

English seuller, should come out to New

Zealand if he wanted to row for the

championship. This matter would be

discussed in the course of a few days by
his backers.

CYCLING.

Dunlop Wheel Race.

The results of the Dunlop Wheel Races

run last week at Lancaster Park, Christ-
church, were as follow: —•

Open Handicap: A. B. L. Smith, 1;
G. H. Turner, 2; T. Coleman, 3.

Invitation Handicap (four laps):
Smith, 1; J. Tozer 2; J. Dunnis, 3. Time,
3m. 265.

Dunlop Wheel Race (15 laps): Smith,
50yds., 1; Wilson, 200yds. 2; Megloine,
260yds. 3; Jamieson, 350yds., 4. Time,
13m. 41s.

“Flying The Pigeon.”

INGENIOUS TURF FRAUDS.

SCHEMES THAT FAILED.

In the sporting columns of the “Syd-
ney Mail” some interesting reminis-
cences are furnished by “Milroy.” Re-

ferring to the performances in Queens-
land of Wheel of Fortune, a full sister

to Cinnamon, the dam of Abereorn, he

gives an account of the ingenious prac-
tice at one time pursued of “flying the

pigeon.” The story is as follows:—■
I do not recollect the exact weights

'‘the Wheel,” Echo, and Orphan Boy
carried in the first Corinthian at Towns-

ville, but I know the Wheel of Fortune

was giving Echo about a stone and a

half, and Orphan Boy about lOlbs. Echo

won, beating “the Wheel” by about

half a length, with Orphan Boy some

distance back third. The following day
the handicapper allowed Wheel of For-

tune a couple of pounds for her defeat,
and, I think, lowered Orphan about 41bs.,
but he did not know that Orphan Boy’s
rider “flew the pigeon” in the first race.

Perhaps some of my readers, not fami-

liar with turf vernacular, do not know
the meaning of the term, “flying the
pigeon.” I will explain. The rider of

Orphan Boy went to the scale weighing
out, say, list. Tibs., but in his para-

phernalia was a small steel vessel, con-

taining 21Ibs. of quicksilver. That
weight of quicksilver does not take up
mueh space. When Orphan Boy took
his preliminary, he was pulled off the
track at the top turn, and the rider de-

posited “the pigeon” (i.e., the quicksil-
ver) in the fork of a handy tree, and
then wended his way to the post. He
was, therefore, carrying 211bs. less
weight than the handicapper’s assess-

ment. When the race was over, Or-
phan Boy ran along to the top turn,
•nd his rider retrieved the quicksilver,
With which he passed the scale all right.
The rider of Orphan Boy, an amateur.

since dead, way the best horseman in
the race. He was a senu-profeaaional
amateur. On public form, the race

seemed to be a match between Echo and

Wheel of Fortune, bnt had backers
known Orphan Boy was carrying 21lbs.

less than he should have doae, they
Would have laid 4 to I him, testead
of allowing him to open, up third fstvour-

I learned the story of the “pigeon (ty-
ing” In connection with Orphan Boy from
the owner, who was also the rider, when
returning south in the boat. I <SM Sum
a small turn after the man whom be 4H
the work for had “turned dog* on form,
and in a fit of confidence, he told me all
about it. Some years afterwards, the
man who formulated the sebense cor-

roborated the Orphan Boy's story to a

party at Rand wick, who were engaged
in the fascinating pastime of swapping
stories. Most of us wondered why he

wagered so madly over the Corinthian
race at Townsville. He was a book-

maker, and was always “over the odds”
against the two favourites, and always
ready to back Orphan Boy, with the re-

sult that in the end he sent him out

at odds on. When Orphan Boy could

get no nearer than third, this nun’s

face was a study. I can remember it

still. As the horses passed the stand, lie

raised his glasses, and fixed them on

Orphan Boy, satisfying himself, I sup-

pose, about “the pigeou.” He, how-

ever, did not altogether trust the owner

of Orphan Boy. for he sent one of his

satellites—-one of th ehalf-jockey, half-
spieler type—down to the tree to mind

“the pigeon,” for he had hitter, recol-

lections of a business rival in Brisbane

having once turned the tables on him

by stealing “the pigeon,” His rival be-

came cognisant of his plans, paid some

body to go down to the seven furlongs’
post and remove “'the pigeon,” with

the result that the horse it was meant

for weighed In 141bs. light. The same

thing occurred at Onkaparinga.. about 16

years ago, and the r.iouglits <s£ it to

this day are enotrgfr tL» <4r£w a welt-
known Sydney puhSeaar iirto> till" ifficee-
iion of his own drinking- iia- s«:trvS.
of consolation. For tSrpfera Boy to be

beaten with 2 Libs. less weight fflssa the

handicapper thought vzi suh ribiM "por-

tion, can be nndere-torwL Any tens.*

with any weight may be best** <on oc-

casion, but the following On-yfiscn
Boy carried his full weight sunJl teett
Echo. This time he was Ibrje'hai

for a shilling, and was only pzft in the

field to give the party who controlled
him a chance to baek Et ho, on whom 1*

laid odds. So there you have at: In

24 hours the horse improved wuriy a

stone and a half. I mention tVGhrn

Boy boldly for the reason itizt til (con-

nected with him are dead; but I Jterm

a stronger case, and one which was well
enough known up North, but for «Ari-

ous reasons must not use names. A

horse was weighted at 9st. Tibs, to

carry in a race; but be only carried “st.

7lbs. The people in the know vent

for a royal will, and astonished the

bookmakers by the way they wagered.
The horse was beaten into third plaice,
and did his best to win. In the last
race of the meeting he met his conquer-

or, this time carrying the right weight,
and beat him from end to end. After

that, I lost faith in handicapping as an

art, and classed it with horse-baeking—-
just a matter of mere “nigger luck.”

The Stymie and the Hole,

Some Theory and Practice ; How to Simplify a Difficulty.

(By P. A. VAILE.)

The stymie is a fascinating shot—when

yon have played it successfully. At

other times, especially when the hole

depends on it, there is quite a chance of

its getting on your nerves, if you have

enough of them —either stymies or

nerves. I know one unfortunate fellow

who, in an important match, was laid
three dead stymies in the first nine holes,
each of which cost him a hole. He now

takes a great interest in the shot.

Many stymies that are usually regard-
ed by players as quite unplayable, or at

least extremely difficult, are really quite
easy when the art of playing the stymie
is fully understood.

In "Advanced Golf” (p. 169) we may
read: “In any detailed consideration of

the problems and possibilities of putting,
a place must be given to stymies, though
there is not much that can usefully be

said on the matter in any .work of in-

struction.” With this statement I do

not agree. I consider that there is much

both in the mechanical principles in-

volved and the actual playing of the

stroke that is of infinite value.

THE STYMIE AS ALLEY.

The writer proceeds,’“Given complete
confidence, the successful negotiation of

a stymie is a much less difficult matter
than it is imagined to be, though in the

nature of things it can never be very
easy.” Again 1 must venture to dis-

agree. Given complete confidence and

that other essential, complete knowledge
of what one is trying for, and a full
knowledge of the best thing to try for,
many, if not most, stymies are as easy as

simple putts; in fact, that which, in

the ordinary way, is regarded as an ob-

stacle may be found to be a useful guide
to the hole.

MASHIE OR PUTTER?

Tn '* Advanced Golf ” instructions are

given in the letterpress as to how to cut

round a stymie, and the putter is men-

tioned as the instrument. Braid, ass is

well known, uses a putter of the shape
that I class under the heading of driver-

headed putters. It is almost impossible
to cut round a stymie with one ef these,
for it is obvious that at the most one

can get vertical spin on the ball, as

from the shape of the club it is out of the

question to try to hit beneath the centre
of the ball’s height, which is what one

must do to cut round a stymie success-

fully. Reference to the illustration ac-

companying the letterpress quoted will
show Braid cutting round the stymie by
a little mashie stroke, but it is played
as a mashie stroke. The same result

may be obtained by putting with the

mashie, for if it be skilfully dene the
ball gets a large amount of side roll, as

shown by Figure 1.

This causes it directly the force of the

putth sa gone off to role sideways. There

it will be seen that the Mashie D, which

goes in under the ball C, is being drawn

across it in the line AB. This naturally
gives the ball a strong tendency to roll

in the direction E.F.

The force of the putt overcomes this

tendency to side-roll for some distance,
but as soon as that force begins to wane,
as it does at say B (Fig. ’Z),
the side-roll asserts itself, and the tail

is carried round in a curve to the bole

as shown.

The stymie is generally played by an

ordinary mashie shot, as shown in Fig. 3.

The mashie goes back to A, being kept
quite low, and then, after playing the

stroke, finishes low at B. This M import-
ant, and is well shown in the illustration,
in “Advanced Golf,” which state* that

the ball has just left the efnb. Thia pho-

tograph is obviously posed as the bit ot

wood on which the ball is resting has not

been cut away. 1 mention this because

the difference between th poses at tom
oils golfers and their in-tantaueous pten
tographs is most Mistimelive. In aetirnl
practise few players k< < p the mashie a*

close to the ground. It is, however, th*

right thing to do, but at present it is not

carried far enough. The letterpress of
book in describing the mashi*

■rfessfce for playing a stymie says: “lb is

Jiuiti an ordinary chip up. with a clean
tnil wiek. rise, the fac-t being remembered
khat ate green must not be duauaged. L<*

spare the latetr. “the swing bank should)

te low down and near to the surface,
S’kuth will cheek the tendency to dig,”

”4fee render will observe that the low*
iwss «;f the swing is- “to spare

” Dm

f>re; ». whereas it really is, or should ba

io o’btcin the most scientific result of
she _■ »c«ke. Before proceeding to deal
xvrth ihe new stymie strake, 1 mush

say s. void about th.' construction of
viiashie.s_ They are, generally speakings
»<so aat-ioled and too broad in tJie soke*
The result is that often the baek eitgp
ci .'.de c'ub soles first (as shown in tigund
1 :.S B, vhieh is exaggerated as the figure
is smxlLL This should be obviated hu

"cvtljiig; -.v:iv the back edge mov<‘( as iij

sbrea m figure 5).

T_i .s enables the club to tit well ifll
under the ball, which in delicate stymie
work is a matter of the utmost import
ant-c. Maine players on account of thia
defect in the mashie use their

which are generally cut away mare, tai

play stymies. It is. except in thiis rnr

spect, an obviously unsuitable chib fat
such light work.

Most stymies, especially those callinn
for mashie strokes, occur quite near t«

the hole. In nearly eyery ease the

way to play them is by the stroke re-

cently introduced. This stroke differs
from any other stroke in golf in that i*
never varies its distance from ths

ground during the stroke. All otfre*

golf strokes describe an arc. This strops

gocn straight the whole way; paraHefc
with, but of course not touching. tha

green. Figure <i will more clearly ex*

plain how it is played.

J is the stymie. ’Hie mashie A B is

drawn back to (' I) al! the time. as elosa

to the green as possible, without touch*

ing it. The stroke is then played right
through to E F, still keeping the matfhi*

within a hair’s breadth of the green, if

possible. This is the e«se»ce oi the

stroke. This is the science of it. It ia

not “to spare the green.’’ It is to get
the best mashie stroke.

It is almost incredible, yet is true, that

a well-known golfer asserted that this

stroke is the same as the stroke men-

tioned in “Advanced Golf.” wherein one

receives careful instructions about the

green, but none about the stroke. Pha

stupidity of thb assertion is apparent
when one remembers the admonition to

avoid agricultural <»|K*rations on rhe

green. As, in my stroke, the mashie i®

never more than “the width of daylight?*
from the green, it standr- to reason thatS

any spade work is out of the

The stroke is necessarily mostly armi

work, for the hands must move nearly
parallel with the head of the duh. TSte

secret of the success of this stroke fax

all delicate stymie work is that as the

club is kept all the time as low aa it can*

possibly go, there is practieaily vert*

littlemargin of error in striking the ball

—in fact, the stroke becomes almost «

putt, and. which is of greater hnportr
mre, the strength goes inbo nearly pure
loft, and pure loft with pure back ?pim

Thus it will be seen that even if thn ball

were hit a Little too hard it would haw

a much bet ler chance of chocking its run

than would an ordinary nrxshie or cute

mashie shot. Also. altln ugh one mag
get practical!' the extreme of cut era

this stroke with a properly constructed

mashie. the cut will not, on the half

landing, deflect it from it - line of

as in the online. rut m»due. for th®

plane of tit-* v »i<h i produced Mjl
pure baek v.it, i* .n ihe ! ne of run w

the hole.
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TURF GOSSIP

BY

RACING FIXTURES.

Dec. 20 and 28 Taranaki J.*’, Christinas.

Dee. 26, 30, Jan. 1 and 2—Auckland K.C.
Summer.

Dee. 23, 26, 28 — Manawatn R.C. Sumiue*
Dec. 2G, 28 — Dunedin J.C. Bnnamci
Jan. 1,2 — Hawke's Bay J.C. Simmer
January 29, 30, Febiuary 3 — Takapuna

JC. Summer
Feb. 6. 10, 13 — Otahnhu Trotting Club

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Private Bag. Nelson won three Auckland
Cups — 1885, 1886. 1888.

F.M., Kingsland, 'this season Royal Soult
ran first ami third at Avondale, twice
first and an unplaced at Ell6rslie, and a
first at Takapuna.

TURF NOTES.

On Thursday next, at 11 a.m. sharp, the
N.Z.' Loan and Mercantile Co. will hold a
Bale of thoroughbred stock at the Harp of
Krin stables.

I have-to acknowledge receipt of a hand-
Borne card from Moturoa, the Taranaki
writer, conveying the season’s greetings,
<Thoy are heartily reciprocated.

The. Otahuhu Trotting Club are ont with
the programme for their suinmer meeting,
Which takes place on February 6, 10, and
33. The programme, which appears in our
advertising columns, is an especially good
one, and the club have hung up a purse of
25sovs for the first horse beating the exist-
ing mile record of 2.21 3-5, at present held
I’y Specialist. Nominations for all events

Close on Friday, January 22, 19(H), at 9 p in.
The time record for the Auckland Cup is

field by Master Delaval, who registered
3.28 3-5 when he won in 1906.

A. Ackroyd, who has been tiding for the

Messrs Duder for some time, has severed
tiis connection with the North Shore’ sports-
men.

The Waikato Trotting Club have post-
poned the issuing of their handicaps until
January 11th, the acceptances closing on
the 13th.

Mi Chadwick's adjustments for the Whan.

Rare! Racing V.hib’s Annual Meeting are
due on or about (lie.3oth inst., acceptances
closing on January dfti.

The many friends of Mr J. F. Hartland
Will

v regret to hear that he has been laid up
for -nearly a week, being confined to bis
bed. The popular secretary of the A.R.C.
•s making a good recovery, and should be
jibout again in a few days.

The highest weight caVriod to victory in
the Auckland Cup since it

was run over
two miles, is the 9.8 which Waiiiki had on
*his back in 1993. Nelson won with 9.12
in the saddle in 1888, but the distance was
then two miles and a-qnartei.

The Auckland Oip has only twice been
Won by one of the weaker sex, I/uttie be-
ing first to earn distinction in 1894, and
Anita winning in the following year, 1895.

It is doubtful if the work registered be-
fore any previous Auckland (’up ha s been
of a lighter description than on the pre-
sent occasion. With the exception of one or
two gallops, not one of the candidates have
done a gallop over a mile and a-quarter,an-d so far, some have not even done that
distance.

The sensation of the week has been the
finding of the Avondale J.c committee in
connection with their spring meeting. To
t*ay that the decisions have caused an up-
roar xs needless, and already a public meet-
ing has been held, but, as the matter is

nowiinder consideration of the Metropolitan
tamiDHttee, comment on the finding will
aland until their decision is given. One case,that against Naumai, has not vet beer de
Clded, but It is understood the" parties con-nected with the horse have been notified
to appear before the committee.

Willie Sims, a few years back one of theforemost rideis ju America, again eoutein-
plates riding in Europe.

borne of the big guns who own liorseft
nave a free leg in the shunting business In

g\in ’’

e jigger the K’ln, the bigger the

Which of the two should get poleaxed,
the owner who gives a good horseman in-

structions, oa- the rider who is foolish
enough to carry the instructions out?

The’ English St. Leger winner Wildfow-
ler ((.iillinule Tragedy) W as sold last
month to go to France. Ur is a half bro-
ther to Birkenhead, who is doing so well
nt the stud In New Zealand.

What next? The following challenge ap-
jpHfs in itn English paper: “A. 11. Brown
will match fils donkey Pansy <o run either
Nmlger’s J«4‘git or Sam ix»rd*s Radium, half
mile >two laps) or pnv mile, at the Burnley
Athletic ({rounds or Rochdale Athletic
Rrouiids; or hr will join in a sweepstakes
for to or £10; or he will run any British*
i>red donkey in England fur from £5 up-
Wards; first come first served.”

Another American racehorse owner, Mr
WllHnfh C. ifpyes, has planned to go to

France early in the winter with Mr George
mid a string of horses belonging

tv the proprietor of the Bonnie Brook
mable. The horses Mr Hayes and Mr
rtaportflß will take abroad nre the Grand
National winneV Aifar, Simon Pure (winner
of the Beacon aud Inaugural Steeplechase),

WHALEBONE.

and the smartest four-year old developed
this year, and a batch of young horses.

An operating table, which is said to be a

great advance on anything yet designed for
horse surgery, lias just been introduced in

England, it is a revolving iron frame with
a padded rest. The horse is put inside the

frame when it is upright, and the animal is
secured by straps slings, and chains. Tnc
frame is then tilted over until the horse is
in the most convenient position for the sur-

geon. The operating table entirely obviates
the dangers of casting the horse.

The French flat race season being prac-
tically over, the statistics have been pub-
lished, showing (he amounts won by
owners, trainers, etc. Mr W. K. Vander-
bilt out-distances all otherowners with the
sum of £52,728 to his credit. This will

probably be increased before the actual end
<>f the season at St. ('loud. M. Edmond
Blanc ranks second on the winning owners’
list with £28,447; then come M E. Ve’l-
I’icard, £19,109; Comte Be Marois. £16,490;
M. J. Lieux, £12,903; M. Caillault, £11,906;
M. Camille Blanc, £9903; and M. Michel
Ephrussi. with £9106.

Sometimes It pays to adhere strictly to

public form in the search for winners on
a racecourse, but in the long run this sys-
tem, if it may be so called, will pretty
surely lead to bankruptcy. If may be that
punters who are inclined to favour public
running against .all other methods of sum-

ming up the chances will now and again
strike a good, reliable horse, raced in a
sportsmanlike way, to gladden their hearts
and fatten their pockets; but, as we have
said, there is no royal road to fortune on
the turf by “following form.” In-and-out
running is always there to bar the way
when the hackers, fortified with evidence as
adduced from the latest running, set out
to find an explanation for the fact that so
few horses can be depended upon' to“run
two races alike. The more suspicious
amongst the racegoers probably entertain
their own ideas on this matter, but for our-
selves (says the ‘•Melbourne Sporting and

Dramatic News”) we should- prefer to be-
lieve that the vagaries of the horses them-
selves are far oftoner than 'is generally
supposed responsible for upsets -of “form.”

Experience ha.s indeed taught us that'a1
•really reliable galloper—one that -can be

trusted to “run up to it” at all times—is
quite a rarity. *

You often hear trainers
complaining about having “weishers” in

their stable, and it, must be very'unsatis-
factory to have to keep horses that can,

but won’t, win. By this. we mean those
equine impostors that have the ability to
do deeds, but fail for the want of will or
heart or courage, or whatever you like to
call it. And the worst of it is, the ranks
of these lions-at-home and lambs-in-the
field seem to have been largely added to
the perplexities of hackers.

What, it may wen be asked, is the cause
of this unwelcome increase? Weil, in the
first place, we should say that it is due in
some measure to the wholesale introduc-
tion into the country of a line of blood
that is liable to tuin “sour” with racing,
and that is notoriously unreliable at best.

Then, again, it may be taken for granted
that the accepted training methods of the
day are not calculated to give horses an
extra taste for (heir business. The con-
tinual gallop, gallop, gallop against the
watch in the mornings must • necessarily
have its effect, and it is quite, probable
that this treatment, instead of* “improving
the breed,” adds to the nuirtuer of “duck-
hearted” horses seen under colours from
week to week throughout the season. Any-
how, whatever way it may be summed up,
those in (he habit of “hacking form” must
find the first-to-day-and -last-to-morrow bri-
gade stumbling blocks in their path to
fortune.

From France comes word of a totaii,sator
dividend that Completely puts into the
shade anything of (he kind ever recorded in

New Zealand or those Australian States in
which the machine is used. At Maisons-
Lafiit.te at. the commencement of last month
ho little was thought of the chance of one

horse, Etheree, that when he won he .re-

turned 26,901 francs for every 10 franc

ticket. A dividend al the rate of 2689 to 1

is so remarkable as to suggest a mistjike
somewhere, but as the Paris correspondent
of a London paper specially comments on
(he marvellous odds, it is safe jto say. the.
figures are correct. With « horse paying
about £1076 it is a certainly there were <

yery few tickets taken cut on him. .
One result of (ho interference wilh racing

in New York was to bring about 'the sale

of Colonel Milton Young’s McGrat fiiae.a
Stud Farm, Lexington, Kentucky, a few,
peeks ago. An exchange purchasers
from all points of the compass turned up
at the sale, which lusted four days. The
principal support came, however, from Bri ,
tish Columbia, where Mr Irving Wheatcroft,
of Kentucky, has some landed interests..
By an expenditure of 5090gs he was eriribled
to form the -nueltuis of n new breeding es-
tablishment. His purcliases' consisted Of
two stallions, fifty-two brood mares, forty
foals, and twv» yearlings. KOrlin had n re-

presentative brnking-for remounts, but hi n

modest way only, about twenty head jiur-
chased prtvately lining sent from
tn Germany. The summary of the sale Was
ns follows: - Four humired and fifty nhib
horses of all kinds, descriplioii.H, (naiditiowH,
aud ages r realised £10,090, average £35. By

a private deal one stallion and eight marcs

changed hands for, £lOOO.
Says an American writer:—lf anything

could italicise” the long obvious fact that

our American turfmen of wealth have been
racing f>»r the dbdars and not for the sport,
tin* departure of the strings of 'Belmont,
White y, Duryea, Widener, etc., supply the

font oi type. :Racing terminates -here Wed-

nesday, November 4, the day after Election
Day. Everyone acknowledges that if Gov-
ernor- Hughes is re-elected—file has been
re-elected] —racing will have a very stormy
path, for it has been clearly in view that
the bigot Governor has not ou.y been the
Chief Executive, but has also been a hard

Inquisitor, harrying sheriffs and police offi-

cials out of all self-respect to see that the
law, he is responsible for, was carried out
with Russian severity. He hoped to scare
ctway decent people from the racecourse
when he found his old law was inadequate
to stop wagering between individuals. It

was not wageting Hughes wished to stop;
it was horse racing, no more nor less.

James R. Keene will race here, but with
all regard for thp clean racing of the Keene
stable, the lack of personal betting and the
great personal pride and love fqr his horses.
Mr. Keene is not regarded as a good
sport,” but rather a

“
poor loser,” and we

have no great sporting depths. H. K.
Knapp, member of the Jockey Club, will
also race here, and will work for racing;
and these, with other prominent men, form
a curious companion picture to the rich
** pillars of the American Turf

”

which
nave not even .waited to see what faces
fl <• American Turf next but have
(fallen over* themselves in a disgraceful
scramble to get away to some countrv where
big purses are at least ” offered.” *1 think

it will be very interesting, next autumn
to glance over the list of winning, owners in

England and France, and note wbe?p ’i?

sc’*’ expatriated American owners do aot

fpuic rear the top of the list. I fancy they
will know much more about low races are

lost, and much more about the effec: •»’

‘’elate,” than their opportunkies in this
count’y have permitted them ii the past.

One of the finest bits of riding we have
seen for many a day was at Liverpool, when
Maher, on Dafila, beat Wootton, on Carntoi,
by a .head for the last race on the card,
says the “Sporting Times.” We mention
this with all the more Pleasure because
we had an idea that Maher had “trained
off” somewhat. With such a finish as he
gave us on that occasion it could not pos-

sibly be. Some distance from home it be-
came a case of “first one -and then the
other,” and in the last two strides Maher

gave his mount two cuts of the whip that
seemed to electrify him. Wootton on that
gave his horse “one”; but whereas Dafila
responded to the call, Carntoi did not, and
was beaten by the shortest of heads. Per-

haps it would have been better for Woot-

ton if he had not used his whip; but if he,
had failed to do so and had been beaten
there are plenty who would have said, as

Robert Peck _<did . of Wood after he
had ridden a horse that was second, “If I
had only thrown my. umbrella at him he
would have won.” It was a beautiful finish
on both sides, .and as a light-weight: we rank
Wootton with Jimmy .Grimshaw and Johnny
Reiff,’ who were two of the best we ever
saw. We do not jnention Fordham and
Archer .in. this connection, because we re-
inember .them as something very-much more
(han as brilliant light-weights. - Their rid-
ing improved with age, whereas, with many
of the boys who were exceptionally good,
they seemed to deteriorate, as they went on,
until at last they dropped out altogether.
We see this going on around us still, and
some jockeys that were in great demand
when they were boys are seldom put up.

.' Fays a well-Known London ;’Weekly-■
The ci rrent insinuations that the cheap ex-

cursions. to Newmarket are responsible for
some of the rascality that prevailed iu Tat-
tersall’s on Cesarewitch day, and at night
in Newmarket town, are beside the mark.

UndOugterly there was an unpleasant [»er-
cemage of pickpockets and the:r kind in the
chief ring on the big day of the second Oc-

tober Meeting, and 1 can offer evidence of

three sulistantial losses. This, however, was
in “Tatt’s,” and the pickpocket who pays a
pound for entrance therein would not be
stopped by having to find ten and ninepence
for his railway fare istead of six and six-

pence.' As for the disgraceful proceedings
in town at night, excursionists could not
have taken part in them without forfeiting
their “ return halves,” as the cheap special
leaves at 5.50. That class of train run at

convenient times did not obtain last Octo-
ber, and 1 can testify to the ring then being
in need of drastic purge. With regard to
Newmarket at nighttime in Cesarewitch and.
Cambridgeshire weeks, it always has been
desirable to keep indoors. On these , occa-
sions the place needs more policing, and the

rings could do with more observation. It
was in 1907 that Mr Mairiott (• eared out

<i bhtch of undesirables that iu bulk would
hav6 been at home at

“

No. 5, John-street.”
That energetic Jockey Club official must
apply his besom again, or Newmarket will,
like the dog, get a bad name. Democratisa-
tion does not necessarily involve degrada-
tion, and, in any case, the presence of "the

ooze and the slime” is not attributable to
the cheap and reasonably timed Specials the

Great Eastern have been experimenting with
this reason. ' . ’ ' '

The managers of some English tace-
couraes are adepts at framing programmer,
which <»nsure good patronage- from owners,
and still cost the fund Tittle nioriey. What
is mOie to the point is that they seem to
be Applauded for doing so. • The following,
from the “Sporting Tinies;

0

explains the

position:—“Without doubt one of the
ablest racecourse managers of modern days
is Mr Fowler, of Llngfield. No one
grasped more fully the want of enterprise

of owners of- horses, and he acts according
ly. ‘Why give a thousand pounds and
have only three or four runners,’ he argues,
’when 1 can get fields of from twenty to

thirty by giving nothing at all?’ If the
owners like- to run under these eondilions,
why have other and more expensive ones?
The first race at Llngfield was the Wester-
ham Plate, of 103sqvs. This cost the ex-
ecutive £BO. Then came the Rustle Selling
Handicap, of 103sovh, for which there were
no fewer than tweuty-five rauuers. The
added money was oversubscribed to the ex-
tent of 29sovs, so the fund gave nothing;
but, ou the other hand, derived a profit of
£BO from the sale of the winner. The .Non-
stayers’ Plate, of 150sovs, won by Vamose,
was a loss, as £2 each was paid for twenty-
seven horses, and £3 extra for the seven
which started. On this race all was lost
that was made out of the sale of the win-
ner of the Rustic Plate. Then came the
(’age Selling Nursery, of, 103sovs, won by
the Forfarshire filly. Here, again, the sub-

scription came to more than the stake, and
on the sale of the winner there was a profit
to the fund of about £9O. For this event

there were twenty-three starters. Next on
fhe card was the October Nursery, of 150
so vs, for. which there were twenty-six run-
ners. In the first place forty-seven horses
were entered,, for whom two sovs each was

paid, total £94; and for the twenty-six rpn-
ners £3 extra, amounting to £7B. So here,
again, the stake was oversubscribed. Fin-

ally, we had the Pheasant Mid-weight Han-
dicap, of 150sovs. There .were twenty run-

ners, who phld £5 each, and thirteen at
£2. In the course of the afternoon, for the
six races, there were upwards of a hundred
starters, and the bounty of fund was
not touched.”

Tte latest subject tackled by our London
Turf contemporary, “Spearmint,” is headed
“The Robbers and Racing,” and is intended
to indicate how betting is being slowly d he
to death in the Old Country, He pursues
his way thus:—Those of us who are not
millionaires .must needs give over betting
for the same reason ‘that the exhausted
fort gave over tiring—absence of ammuni-
tion. At the prevailing prices ..backeis can-
not possibly go on, as two reverses out of
three attempts means a further inroad on

capital, which, in the majority of cases, has
not the recuperative powers of the widow’s
cruse. : The frequenby-convicted criminal
is always pleading for a chance, and some-
times he secures that which he so little
deserves. The hand of the bookmaker, how-
ever, is always on the throttle of the
backer, and if on occasions the odds seem

insufficiently favourable to the layer, the

customs are immediately revised to restore
thebalance in his direction. In other words,
directly the holders of the bank perceive
the possibility of the backers having a

chance they re-attend to the dice. I am
quite aware that as things are at present
in England unless you submit to the con-

tumelious brigandage of the Ring you can-
not have a bet. I know also, however,
that,'the-volume of betting,,is decreasing,
and is likely to’still further diminish un-
less-the Ring alters its ways. The , eel of
Che fable. I - expect, grew ,tired of being
skinned.even after it had grown accustomed
'to the process. Bookmakers, by their in'-..

hereof sense of fairness, seem quite the
right sort of people tp be allowed 'to on-a

horses, and lay against them; quite ttie;
right sort of people to be “hail fellow, well
met” with jockeys; quite the right sort to

hold, as they are obtaining, control of the
Turf. In fact, except for a little absurd

conversatism, they might be asked to rule
the Turf in name as well as in fact.. Per-
haps one of those, great sporting .dailies
that deal so faithfully with all the interest-
ing details of the lives of these layers, and

reports without protest any betting tue

fielders- care to arrange, will during the

coming winter inaugurate a correspondence
on their beha’f. The subject 1 have In

mind for their elaboration is; <“Why Shou.d
Bookmakers. No't Be Stewards?” Why, in-

deed? • What do I mean by the bookmakers

ruling the Turf? Well, racing. without

betting w*ould not last six months—-and as

they are the arbiters of betting, saying

wljere you shall bet, what price you shall
bet a;t, and to what excnt you shall bet—-

they, if not exactly absolute rulers, are

very insistent * suzerains. As to the way

in which the short prices are. “faked?’ now-

adays—l mean on all sorts of races —I may
have something to say next; week.

+ + ♦

TURI TALK FROM THE SOUTH.

CHRISTCHURCH, Tuesday.
Otterden, the dam of Martian, Sunglow,

mnd Boniform, has foaled -a filly to Multi*
form at the Grotto Farm stu-tf.

The date for receiving .noininatiqns for

the C.J.C. Great Autumn,amJ Great'E-aster
Handicaps has been fixed fdr February 12.

Both races are again worth £lOOO.
The enterprise .of the Wellirigtdn Racing

Club in launching out so with the
programme for its summer meetiug has evi-
dently met with due appreciation. of own-
ers. No less than (>l2 entries arere?-received
for the 20 handicap events tiigt .closed on

Friday last, and when the remainder come

to be taken, it is quite likely that; the total
will reach 700. ■ ,

The Stepniak mare Dalny, .full > sister to
the speedy Orloff, died recently, while foal-
ing to Achilles. >;

Federal a well-grown son. of Formosan
and Fairy Queen, won >«: double. •al the
Rakala Racing Club’s meetIng. Like his

sire, he tyfts plenty of substance, and can

muster up a lot of pace, as evidenced by his
performance of carrying 9.8 on a . rough
track, and reeling off four furlongs in bls.

PETER F. HEERING’S CHERRY
COPENHAGEN. JL

The Favourite Liqueur. IM Lx ■

•WIPV a OOMFANY, •« oe»nn«H •«., •ydi.ay, O»Mml Aarwnte.
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Another dual winner at Rakata was The
Orient, which annexed the Rakala Cup and
Domain Handicap. This tine looking son of
Pilgrim’s Progress and Starshot has
improved out of all knowledge recently,
and should be worth following In his West
Coast engagements, all going well.

Canterbury should be strongly represent-
ed at' the Wellington Racing Club’s Sum-
mer Meeting. Nearly all the principal
stables have more nominees than usual.

Sir Geo. Clifford’s probable team for the

Fasnakyle, Kilwinning, and Sharpshooter.
Wellington meeting will compromise Glen-

eulloch, Husbandman, Flltaway, Sister

Anne, Gold Beater, De Witte, Applegarth,

Canterbury’s other contributions include
Serenade, Grand Slain, Sweet Angelas, All
Guns,- Valdimar, Cymbiform, Sunglow, Arm-
let, Miss Mischief, Silk web, Boutade, Tikl-

•tere, Mythical, Inchbonny, Nobel, and Mus-
tererc* . ..

Mr. H. A. Knight’s speedy filly Bountiful,
which was considerably knocked about by
colliding with a rail at the Christchurch

Racing Club’s meeting, is making a speedy

recovery, as is Emmerson, who was riding
her at the time of the accident.

The only local meeting to engage atten-

tion of racegoers during the Christmas and
New Year ho.(days is the Plumpton Park

Trotting Club’s fixture. A large number
of very speedy horses are down to com-

pete, amongst their number being Durbar,
Lord Elmo. Albertorious, Fusee Kk k Cole,

Deringcotte, Elector, Florin, Norval, and
Terranova.

The death of Mr. Victor Harris will be
heard of with sincere regret by all with

whom he came in contact, either in his.pri-
vate business ’or in racing

w
. matters. For

the past 20 years Mr. Harris has. always
been in the list of owners, but his racing

ventures were not attended with much suc-

cess. Amongst the horses he owned were

CrackshdtJ Suez, Ilium, Liberator, Roches-

ter, Si.ver Spec, Strathnairn, Epaulet, Pala-
din, Marawaiiui, Bpqley, Magnificent, and
Vardo, all of which were at. one time or

another returned winners. Mr. Harris was

also closely identified . with trotting, and
for many years acted as president of the
Lancaster Park Trotting Club and . the N.Z.
•Metropolitan Trotting Club. He did much
to help the., latter., in its rapid pro-

gress, and was a most energetic and pains-

taking official. The_/leeeased sportsman’s
funeral on Friday last 'was very largely
attended by all classes of the community.

The Wellington ' Racing Club’s executive
reviewed the disqualification inflicted on
F. Raymond,-the Tider of Indian Mutiny,-by
the Taratabi-Carterton R.C., and as a result
the action of the latter club has not been
endorsed. Consequently. ' Raymond is ex-

onerated.’ This being so.. it is quite pro-

bable that the stakes will be paid to the
owner of Indian ’Mutiny.

Blue-Book, a half-brother to St. Denis,
has joined R. McKay’s team at Forbury. •

lero and Possession, which were pur-

chased recently in the North Island by a

Dunedin sport, are now in w6rk at For-
bury. ’

The South Canterbury J.O. November
meeting resulted in a profit of about £5OO.
The receipts amounted to £1834. the-’chief
item. 4 being- nominations and ‘acceptAlices

£427; bookmakers’ licenses . '£369, gates
£227,’ And tot alisa tor, training fe s, and-ac-
eoraniodation £735. On the expenditure side,

for £lllO of the £1324
paid arway. . : • '

A.K.C. SUMMER MEETING.

The Auckland Racing dub opened their

summer meeting at Ellerslie on Saturday
last. Although several ominous looking

clouds, banked up occasionally, no rain fell
to mar the enjoyment of the afternoon’s
f?port, and the only fault to be found with
the weather was that it was a shade on the

tropical side. The attendance was very

large, and probably a record. The grand-
stands and’. lawU ; were packed while on

the outside,-and way under the trees there

did not seem a vacant spot. On the lawn

some most marvellous creations of the
dressmakers, and milliners’ art were to be
seen, such■ as the, pen of no ordinary man

could describe, ami it-will suffice to say that

the display of fashionable colours on the

green background of grass made a picture
that will long: remain in one’s mind.

Southern sportsmen were present in force,

as well as several officers from the warships
now in port, and included in the number

were Capt. Da Costa (H.M.s. Challenger),
Commander .Rroadbent. lion. J. D. Ormond,
Sir George Clifford; Dr. Earle (Wanganui);
Messrs T. H. Lowry, J. W. Abbott, W.
Clifford, Stead Ml?Palmer, G. D. Green-
wood, A. G. Whyte (secretary Wellington
Racing Club;), and others,

'"he course anil.surroundings were looking
at their ami the caretaker, Mr C.

Hill,'and his staff/ have reason to be proud
of their .'w’h'ich brought, about such a

conditioW. ’ 'The race track was exception-
ally fast, ; and iiCthe Great Northern Foal
Stakes, the wi)iner, 'Broadsword, hoisted a
fresh “time, record for .the race, running the

distance id 1.14 3-5, the previous best be';
jnir 1.15 4-5/ registered by Kirriemuir in

1905.' In “f he Railway Handicap, a fresh

record was aIAo 1 made. Royal Sou It getting
to the end df the journey in 1.14 1-5.

Mi* R. II: ‘ L‘usk WasHn his old position aS

judge, Mr A. Kohn officiated as timekeeper,
and Mr’C. O',<’dnnot

,!

as starter, the latter

gcntlenian being’in his best form, and in

only one event, the Great Northern Foal

stakes, 'ln Which><>Kaknma was left, was
there any trouble, but this was no fault of

the starter, and it would have caused no

•surprise had lie-darken less pains to get her
to join ber.' tleldi •/ -

The-'racing throughout was interesting,

the Railway I’fandft'np especially providing

an exciting finish, and within twenty yards
of the post no less than nine of the run-

ners. had winning chances. Mr Morse, the

handicapper, has every reason to be proud
of his work.

The entering was in' the efficient hands of

Mrs J. Gallagher,* while during the after-
noon the Auckland City Band, under Band-
inn«ter' John Went, played a lumber. of
choice selections on the lawn, aim the Auck-
land (Ynrrison Baud, under Bandmaster. G.
F Cater, rendered a programme under the

trees.

Owing to the Illness of the secretary, Mr
J. F. HarHand, the managerial duties were

carried out by Mr F. D. Youge, assisted by
Mr Spence, and under the gentlemen named
the various officials got through their duties

In a manner that left absolutely no room

for complaint. A new departure was made
In the weighing room by the addition of an

extra scale for weighing the unplaced
horses, which greatly facilitated matters.

THE TOTALIBATORS.
With a Mg attendance and good fields

It was expected that speculation would be

brisk, and during the afternoon the
machines, under Messrs IT. H. Hayr and

Co., handled the sum of £22,565, as against

£21,554 10/ last year, an increase of £lOlO

10/ on last year. In addition 44 pencillcrs
were licensed at a fee of £2O 10/.

THE RACING.

The opening event, the Trial Handicap,
brought out a field of nine, the Papakura

trained Inglis winning comfortably, in the
fast time of 1.28.

The classical two-year-old event, the
Great Northern Foal'Stakes, only attracted

a field of, five, and of these Sir George Clif-
ford’s colt Broadsword was made a very

warm favourite, and although he was a bit
restless at the post, he never gave his sup-

porters any anxiety after the first furlong

was covered, going to the front and win-

ning with the greatest of ease by three
lengths, in the record time of 1.14 3-5.
Broadsword credited Sir George. Clifford

with his fourth successive victory in the
race*

PEDIGREE OF THE WINNER,

BROADSWORD,

By ClanranaM, by St. Leger (son of Don-
caster) from Scotch Hassle.

Dam: Safeguard, by Maxim (son of Musket)
from Teredo, by -Apremout.

Previous winners of the race are:—

Time

With the Foal Stakes decided, the way
was cleared for the event of the day 'ne
Auckland Cup. The eleventh hour with

drawals were Downfall and Rauparaha,
which left eleven (exactly the same number
as last year) to line up at the tapes. The
various candidates attracted a :ot of atten-
tion as they were treated to rne nnal
touches of their toilet. The favourite
(Bobrikoff) had a large audience add he

looked beautiful to the eydf and, notwith-
standing that he had yet 'to prove himself
a stayer, the public never wavered in their
allegiance to the son of Finland. Diabolo
was also the centre of much attraction,
and no fault could be found with bis ap-

pearance, and the same remark applies to
Zimmerman and Master Delavai. AH Red

bore a solid, well-trained appearance,wnile
Ikon looked blooming, but probably the

fittest horse of the bunch was Carl Rosa,
which looked a veritableball of muscle, and
his coat shone like silk. Stratagem did not
take the eye. nor did Paritutu or First
Gun, and a though Pohutu looked trained
to the hour, he did not altogether fill the

bill as a Cup horse. (n the preliminaries
nothing pleased better than the favourite,
but, taken on the whole, no fault could
•be found with the manner in whten any
of them strode along. The draw for places
at the barrier resulted All Red (1). Strata-
gem (2), Master Delavai (3), Paritutu (4),
Diabolo (5) Pohutu (6), Carl Rosa (7). Zim-
merman (8), First Gnu (9), Ikon (10). and
Bobrikoff (11), and the following over-

weights were carriedParnutu. 2lbs: Po-
hutu Z*ns; and First Gun, bibs. Very
little time vvaM cut to waste at the post,
the despatch being one of Mr. O’Connor’s
best effoits. Carl Rosa was first to move,
but when they serried into their places
Paritutu took pride of position, ano led

past the stand, . with All Red Bobrikoff,
Zimmerman; Carl Rosa* and Diabolo as his

nearest attendants. The favourite met with

some interference neap the old mi e po<t.
and going a ong tb back he lost his Posi-
tion, falling away to nearly last, hh ' pace
was very . the riders all seem ng y

being content t,6 ride a waiting race, and it

was not until they got over the cutt'iig
that racing began in real earnest. Cro sing
the tQp Paritutu, Zimmerman, All Red.'

Diabolo, an<l Master Delavai were the in *st

prominent, while. Bobrikoff regained his

lost ground, anil was within striking dis-

tance al the home turn. The «pace was now

very «o id, and wljep they were fairly in

a line for the post AH Red dashed into
the lea<L while Zimmerman and Master
Delavai fell away beaten. At tin* dist nee

Ihibriko/T shot, out, and challenged A 1 Red,
but although he finished up fits tusK in good
style, he was never able to sorb us'y
threaten A l Red. which won comfortably
by two lengths. Paritutu was a length
away, third. Just in front of First ’ mi,
the running of this pair being the surprise
of the race while the disappoln ments
were Diabolo, Zimmerman, and Master De-
lava!. Had the race been run at a solid

pace throughout a dlfforont result nuiy.
have obtained; but, hevertholosM, All Red s’
performance was brimful of merit. The

following tlmeH, kindly supplied by the
official timekeeper (Mr. A. Kohn) show h >w
•low the pace was In the early pnit:
Two furlongs, 27a; four furiong*. hi i-3s;
seven furlongs, 1.35; mile and a quaiter,
2.XU 1-5; mile <uud a-ludf. 2.41 1-5; two

miles, 2.31. Th** betting on the machine
was as follows;— Bobrikoff (1), Diabolo (2),
(€), Zimmerman (7), Master Delava I (S),
Pohutu (3). ikon (4). All lied ('). Carl Ro«n
Stratagem (9), Paritutu (10). and First (Jun

(11). .
PEDIGREE Ob’ THE WINNER,

ALL RED.
By Rtepulak, by NordenfelIt (son of Mus-

ket) from Steppe.
From Madder, by Gosscon feon of Galt pin)

from Madras, by Chester.

WINNERS OF THE AUCKLAND CUP,
Time.

m. s.

JNew Year’s Day. JEoxhig Day. .

The hurdle race saw the fa’O’irlt', .Do-,

lores, come to giicf when victory s emed
well witbiu her grasp, the .mishap leaving

Hnutapu with a CQiuniandiiig lead, but l|e
failed.?to respond Ayhen Reservoir cu ht

him a short distance from the pest and wtw,
beaten a neck. i .... .

Thes Railway. Handicap produ e;l..t!:.e big-

gest field of the day. and Armlet was mi de

favourite. The race was a most excitiiijf

one, ; and at the lawn rails it looked as

if the issue- lay, between. Cambrian', .’Sites
Winnie, and Gold Lace, but a lite fur-

ther on Aboriginie, Master Soult, Daven-

port, and Royal Soult apiea.ed on the

scene, and the latter shooting out in the

last few strides finished close under the

judges box, and won by half a length

from Master Soult, with Ab i .into a sim-

ilar distance away, and the others close

A mild surprise was in stere in the Nurs-

■ cry Handicap, which was wop easily by

Jfypei ion, the favoui ite.Shaipsh ot r which

was made a very strong o der, tin sjing out

of a place. The concluuing events call

for no- special mention, and were won by

Ngapuka and Waimaugu respectively.

TRIAL HANDICAP of ISOsovs. Seven

furlongs.

A. Hanson’s hr g Inglis, syrs, by

Hotchkiss—Lady Marion, 6.8 (11. Price) 1

W. Davies’ hr m Maheno, 4yrs, 7.0 ~
(Deeley) • ••

-

T. 11. Ixnvry’s b f Chanteuse, dyrs, 8.4

(Jenkins)
Also’started: St. Ainan, 8.8 (S. D. Jones);

Tui Ca&ohuu, 7.10 (Brady); Delegate. ill

(R. E. Brown): Aristocrat, 7.3 (Buchanan);

< Juki wife, 6.11 (Julian); Dunborve, b.J

(Monk). .
When the barrier lifted St. Aidan hung a

little, ami lost several lengths, ( hanteuse

being first to move.
When they were fairly

on their Jmi'rney, Guidwife rushed to the

front,' and going along the back had a

rouble of lengths advantage ol < hanteuse

after which came Inglis. Dunborve, lui

, (.'ako'liau,' and‘Maheno. Crossing the top

stretch fluidwife was still the pilot; loading

a bunch comprised of Chanteuse, Inglis,'
Maheno,mid Dunborve. Inglis ran into the

lend ns Urey turned for home, ami had
‘ charge at the distance, where Maheno..

Chanteuse; and Dunborve challenged, and

an Huforesting: race home resulted, Inglis

eventually winning by half a length from
Malieno.. which was a similar distance la
front1 of Chanteuse. Dunborve was clokc

up fourth, and Guidwife last. Time, 1.28.
Maheno was favourite.

GREAT NORTHERN FOAL STAKES, of

630 Sbvs. Six furlongs.

Sir George CllWord’H b e Broadsword. 2

1 years, Cjanrairald- Safeguard, bi. 10
(F., E. Jdties) , I

A. M.Coomb<Vs hr e Elysian 2 yrs., 8 It)

(JenKinA) .*•••, -

Hon’. J. 1). Ortnond’s b<• Xylophone.2 yrs

8.10 (F. Jqiios) 3

Also started; Snow foot, 8.10 (Byown), Ka-
i

Hi;o«dsw6rd and Kakaiun delayed the
: Utaft, for ten iplnutes. and wlien *tne fap-8

w<‘i.e y.eleqHed, . the-latter whipped around,
mid.M 1,0 l«>. the Kh<’»?.. t Klys lan was
first to fitoye, and was induUud in th.* I nd

| for n, furlong, , when. Broadsword d spinred

' him, and latter showed the way c.oss

| Uie iMihfcJU’Qtch two lengths dear of Elysian,

with Xylophone and Rnowfoot racing
gethvr four lengths away. Elysian ran uy

■to withiii a length of Broadsword as they
turned tor home, lint it was only on suffer-
ance, as the latter e.isjjy drew out againin the run to the post, eventualy winning
by three lengths from K.ysian, which was
eight lengths in fiont of Nviophone with

SnoHjfoot last. Time 1.14 3-5, a r» cord fo»
tiie event. Bion dsword was favourite.

/li'KLAXH (TP, of 1750snvs; distance *
tWu miles.

St. J. Buckley s l> h All Red, by Stepniak
Madder. Ij r-, S.(» i jenkius) ....... 1

T, fl. Lowry’s I,lk g Bohrikoff, lyrs, 8.12
<F. Davis)

............ ..
. 3

J, George’s b g Parttuta, aged, 7.1
(Bmhailan) . 3

started: Zimmerman 9.5 (F. Jones)*
Master Delaval 8.12 (Brown), Ikon 7.10
(Kent), <’arl Rosa 7-S (Deeley), Diabolo 7.(1

llson). Stratagem 7.0 (Chapman). Pohutu
G. (MacMillan). First Gun R 7 (Killick).

Very little Jme was cut to waste at the
post, and the barrier lifted to a beautiful
start, from which the colours of Carl Rosa
were first prominent; but when they settled
down, Pari tutu was in the pride of position,
and he ted the field across the top stretch,
followed by All lied, Bubrlkoff, Zimmerman,Carl Ko:-a. Diabolo, and First Gun, In that
order, with Master Dehivul whipping in. As
they swept past the stand, I’aritiitu was still
in the loud, (lip order of the others being
Zimmerman, All Red. Carl Rosa, First Gan,
Bobrikpd', lohutu, Diabolo, ikon. Strata-
gem, and Master Deluval. Racing along the
back, Paritntu was bowling along a lengtX
tn front of Zimmerman, and then came All
Red, while Master Dclaval ran into fourth
position, and Bohrikoff dropped back. So
far the price had been slow, but cressing the
lop rtretch the pare was cracked on, Parl-
trtu being stiH in front, with Zimerman and
All lie I as his nearest attendants, while

Bobrikofi* could be seen coming through tils
i field. At the home turn All Red had caught
.ami passed I’arit ntn, Zimmerman and Mns-

. ter Deluval tiring in the struggle; and drop-
ping back When the distance, was reached,
Bobrikofi’ pvt in his claim, but he never
seriottsl.v threatened All Red, which won
comfortably by two lengths. Pari tutu was
a length further; buck, third, just in front
of Fiisl Gun, and then followed Ikon, Cart
Rosa, Pohr.tu, Stratagem, Diabolo, Master
Dclaval, the last to pass the post being Zim-
merman. Time. 3.31.

Bo’.rikoif was favourite. »

GR AFT() N 111: R Dl.ES, <> f 200 SQVS, Dirf-
t.ince 2 miles.

V/. »S. Davidson’s ch g Reservoir (Jet d -

Eau Cartouche) aged, 9.7, (Jones) -.
I

R Hannon's b g Hautapu aged jO.ll
(Brady) ... 2

J. B. Williamson’s ch g Okaihau, 4 yrs.>‘
9.7. including 71b. penalty (A.. Gray .. '3
Also started: Dolores (W. Wilson), 9.11.
When the lirsi hurdle was reached ilau-

t pn put in a gap of six lengths from Okal-

hau, which was followed by Reservoir ami
Dolores. Hautnpu had a dozen lengths ad-

vantage ns they, crossed the top stretch,
but when the stand was reached his lead

had been (lecreai-; d to .three lengths, the

other three racing abreast. At the hurdle
al tiie six furlong post, Dolores left, the

others, and was within two lengths of
H. and at the four furlohg post ap-
pe.utd to have his measure, but a faulty
jump brought her down. The mishap left
Hautapu with a commanding lead, but he
fired badly, and Reservoir finishing gamely 1
under punishment, caught him a short (liS- )
tanue from the . post, and beat him by a'
neck. -Okaihau Was half a furlong away,
third. Time, 3.40. Dolores was favourite.

RAILWAY HANDICAP of 500SOVS. Six

furlongs.

8. G. Lindsay's Dr h Royal Soult, 4yrs,
by Soult Bavaria, 8.1 (inc. 3lbs

penalty) (Brown) 1

Trustees A. M. Cootubes' b c Master

Soult, 3yrs, 8.9 (Jenkins) -

E. .1 Watts’ blk g Aborigine, 3yrs, .8.4
(Wilson) 3

Also started: Grenadier, 8.8 (McComb*');
Dawn, 8.6 (S D. Jones); Cambrian, 8(5

(Pearson); Lochbuie, 8.6 (Kent); Armlet,

8.4 (Donovan); b'litaway, 7.9 (E. E. Jones);
Miss Winnie, 7.9 (..ratty); Santa Rosa, 7.9

(Buchanan); Gold Lace, 7.4 (Price); Devon-

poit. 7.2 (McMillan); Wauchopo, 7.0 (Chap-

man); Tarinanupo, 6.12 (Deeley); Coroman-

del, 6.7 (Gainsfoid).
Miss W mine shut to the front when the

signal to go was given, with Gold Lace as

her nearest attendant, and then followed
Cambrian. Armlet, ami Master Soult.

Crossing the top stretch Gold Lace was on

terhis with Miss Winnie, with Cambrian,
Atmlet, Devonport, and Tjjimunupo mbst

pri.niiiienl <»f the others. When the dis-
tance was reached. Miss Winnie. Go d Lace,
and t amc.nan were abreast, but a little*
further <m Master Soult. Aririlet. Devon-

poi t Aborigine and Royal Soult all put in

their claims, and a desperate finish resulted,
Rc.yal Soult shooting out in the last few

strides, and winning by half a length from

Master Soult, \vhieh was a similar distance

in front of A'boriglne, and then almost in.

Iln«» came Armlet. Devonport, Gold Lice,
Camhiian, add Miss Winnie, with Grena-

dier hist Time I 14 1-5. Armlet was f ir-

on rite.

MIRSKRY HANDICAP of 150sovs.
Distance*, live fuibhigs.

It Milletts b c 11y pen ion, ;2y rs, by

Moult l liea. 7.2 (Deeley) 1

G. I . Donnelly's ch g Golden Water,

2vrs, 8.2 (Price) . 3

D Stewart’s b <• St. Amans, 2yrs, 8.2

(Quinton) k ..... . 3
Also started Sharpshooter, 7.13 (Jones);

Idealism. 7.10 (Wilson); Merriwa, 7 5 (Buch-

anan); Royal Scotland, 7.A (Chapinap); Liuy

Doon, 7.0 (Sparkes); Sunelon, 7,0 (McMil-

lan); Righting Eish, 6.13 (Brown); Kti all-

bur. <1.13 (Pearson).

Hyperion rushed to the. front when tn®

tnpes How up, followed by Golden Water,
Sharpshooter, ami St. Amans, aud thia

vas the order as they raced iictOM the tof.

stretch. Hyperion still had charge as the«

turned for home, where Golden Water

Sim, prehooter were his nearest iiHetuhi<iti%
with Meriiwa most giro inf item of the otherM

Easily holding his own In th<« rod to th®

post.* Uxpt'rion ’ llriished up a winner by *

length and a half from .Gblden Watery

in. s.

1885—Ricochet, by Musket 1 19

1886 Niagara, by Anteros 1 184
1887 Pearl Shell, by Musket* 1 192
1888—Corunna, by Musket 1 2<)'
1889—Pygmalion, by Apreuiont ....

1890—Lebel, by Nordenfeldt 1 151
•1891 -Whakawatea, by Apremont ..

1 16

1892—Reflector, by Lochiel 1 19

1893—Three Star, by Castor 1 19*
1894—-Bloodshot, by Maxim . 1 17

1895—St. Paul, by St. Leger 1 18

1896—Gold Medallist, by Medallion. . 1 171
1897—Conqueror,' by Medallion

....

1898 Screw Gun, by Hotchkiss .... I 162
1899—Renown, by Dreadnought' .... 1 17

1900—Menschikofl*, by Stepniak ....
1 19

1901-Idas, by Seaton Delaval 1 17 ■

.1902—King Log, by Stepniak 1 18*
1903—Silkworm, by Seaton Delaval. . 1 17

1901—Sungod, by Multiform 1 18*
1903—Kirriemuir, by Clanranald.... 1 152
1906—Gleudulloch.- by Clanranald.... 1 16
1907 -Fleetfoot, by Clanranald ...

J 17 2-5

by Clanranald.. .1 14 3-5

1874—Mr F. Delttmaia’s Templeton,
9.11 C 51}

1876 Mr W. Waiters’ Kingfisher,
G. 10

1877—Mr J. WattH’ Ariel?, 8.2 .... 3 52
Two miles and a quarter.

1877—Mr W. Bolton’s Larat, 7.7.. 4 27
1878—Mr A. McDonald s Aiiel. 8.13 4 2IJ
1879—Mr M. Edgar s Aiiel, 8.10 ..

4 236
1880 -Mr Lancets Foul Play. 8.12 4 16

1881—Mr Horsfall’s Klug Quail, 7.-1 4 8

1882 —Mr J. Pilbrow’s Welcome
Jack, 7.8 4 81

1883—Messrs Mason and Vallatice’a
Salvage, 8.8 4 m

1884 —MV G. Donne's The Poet, 7.0 4 18}
1885—Major George’s Nelson, 7.8.. 4 U

18S6—Major George’s Nelson, 9.8. .
1888 Major George’s Nelsont, 9.12

4 3J
4 6

Two miles.

1888-Mr G. G. Stead’s Locli!el,f
8.10 3 32

1889—Mr C. Beresford’s Leopold,
7.4 3 33

1890—Mr P. Butler’s Crackshot, 8.3 3.30:1
1891 Mr W. Walters’ Pinfire, 6.10 3 326
1892 Mr L. D. Nathan’s St. Hippo,

8.9 3 30

1893- Major George’s Prcasus. 7.5 3 39

1894—Mr Kean’s Lottie, 8.0. . 3 364
1895—Mr R. Burke’s Anita. 6.9.. 3 37

1896—Mr A. E. Byers’ Nestor, 6.12 3 32J
1897—Mr J. G. Green’s Antare**,

7.11 3 36.
1898 -Mr J. J. Russell's Uhlan, 6.9 3 32J
1899— Mr A. F. Scott’s Bluejacket.

3 24)45

1900- Mr P. Chaafe’s Bluejacket,
8.0 3 33

1901—Mr G. G. Stead’s St. Michael,
3 32 35

1902 -Mr G. G. Stead’s Siege Gun,
S G "1

1903—Mr S. Brndley’s Walrlki. 9.8 3 294 a
1904 Mr C. Wallis’ Mahutonga,

8.12 3 .”0 1-5

1905—Mr T. A. Williams’ Pjitty. 7.8 3 294 5

1906 Mis Coonibe’s Master Delaval,
7.G 3 o'-i HjTj

1907- Hon. J. D. Cmmiid’s Zim

merman, 8.4 •1 35 2-5

1908—Mr St. John Biivkley’s A 1
Red, 8.6 3 31
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which was half a length in front of St.

▲maus Sharpshooter, which ran very un-

kindly. was fourth, and then came Merriwa.

Time, 1.1 2-5. Sharpshooter was favourite.

ROBINSON HANDICAP of lOOsovs.
Distance, seven furlongs.

R. C. Wallace’s br g Ngapuka. by

Soutt—Paulina, 4yrs, 7.5 (Sparkes).... 1

J. 11. Waiters’ br g Sedition, 3yrs, 8.9
(Chaafe) 2

r Moriarty’s ch g Hard Kock. 4yrs, 7.4
(Deeley) 3
Also started: Karafa. 8.10 (Pearson); E«-

camillo, 8.8 (Gallagher); Eady Frances.

7.13 (Gninaford); Ki inlock. 7.11 (Buchanan);
Explosive, 7.3 (Price); Totika. 7.0 (K. K.
Brown); Blue Rocket, 7.0 (Chapman).

a

Tot fka lost a lot of ground at the start,
Kimlock being the first to break the line,
but he soon gave way to Hard Rock, which

made the running to the cutting, where

Eady Frances headed him. and the latter

piloted the field across the top. followed by
Hard Rock, Ngapuka. Sedition, and Kim-

lock in that order. At the home turn Eady

Frances, Hard Kock, and Ngapuka were

racing abreast, but when fairly in a line

for the post. Ngapuka shot out, and finish-

ing full of running, won easily hy two and a

half lengths from Sedition, which was a

similar distance in front of Hard Kock.
Karata was fourth, and Totika last. Time,
1.28 3-5. Hard Kock was favourite.

CHRISTMAS HANDICAP, of 200sovs; one

mile.
Mrs. Eenuard’s blk c Waimangu, 3yrs.

by Soult—Roxana, 6.12 (Deeley) 1
W. S. Davidson’s ch in Douche, aged, by

Jet <!’ Eau—Cartouche, 8.1 (Buchanan) 2
G. I). Greenwood's b h Sunglow. 3yrs, by

Multiform—Otterden, 7.13 (Monk) ....
3

Also started: Eeonator 8.13 (Brown), Cel-
tic 7.2 (Price).

When the field came in sight from the

Press stand. Douche was in the lead, fol-
lowed by Waimangu, Celtic, and Sunglow,
and in that order they raced along the back

of the course and along the top stretch.

.Douche still had charge when they turned
for home, but at the distance Waimangu

got on terms, ami the pair fought out an

interesting finish. Waimangu, staying the

longer, won by a neck. Suhglow, which

finished fast, was third, and then came

Celtic, Eeonator being last. Time, 1.40 3-5.

Waimangu was favourite.
When Dolores fell while contesting the

Grafton Hurdle Race on Saturday last

one of her legs was badly shattered, and,

after examination by a veterinary surgeon

yesterday, it was deemed merciful to put

an end to her sufferings by the aid of a

friendly bullet.

TARANAKI J.C. SUMMER

MEETING.

NEW PLYMOUTH, Sunday.
The Taranaki Jockey Club's Christmas

meeting opened on Saturday in lino

iher. Seven bookmakers contributed £14.•
10/, thus reducing the totalizator deficit of

£2OO. The results were as follow:—

Iluatoki Plate. Astraea 1. Roliopotae

(’femora 3. Scratched: Rod Star. Maori

■Rifle, Taupera, Valentine. Gibrook, An-

dover, Mendip. Timo. 1.31 1-5.
Stewards' Handicap. Tanekaha 1. Mulga

Bill 2. Lady Menschikoff 3. Scratched:

White Star. Timothy, and Overtime, lime,

Ladies' Purse.—Kaniwara 1. Bismark 3,

Jet De ■ More 3. Scratched: Keiwaka,

Waddv. and Denis. Time. 1.4< 3•; .
Hurdles.- Black Banner 1. Lingerer

Bagatelle 3. Scratched: I nailer and S"'• e-

moor Stayboy fell in the fist io nd. Timo

"'chJistmas Handicap. Kilmarnock I. I
lando 2, Mallet 3. Also started: Mee Trin-

ket, Fulminator. A fine race. Mon by a

il Wel’ter'l landiea - Astraea 1. White Star

2 Mendip 3. Also started: Research, lie-

creation. Billow. Bed Star, Paul Marshall.

W^u^" V
Wa iertn

i

S,, Sir’A“HeSal 2 Dura-

l,.o y
Mso started: Clonpett, Shining

sta/ Muskerado. Sylvia Maid. Tauhara.

Rifleshot. Won by half a length. Tune,

PTying Handicap. Kirsty 1.

Cyrene 3. Also started: Tiptoe, St. Maria.

Won easily 'rime, 1.15 2-5.

manawatu r.c. summer

MEETING.

PALMERSTON NORTH. Wednesday.

The Manawatu Racing Club's Christmas

Meeting was opened to-day in cold and

atrnwor? weather. Tin- attendance was

moderate considering the conditions, but

the totalizator receipts showed a consider-

X falling off. only £7929 going through

the machine, compared with £10.901 In

vested ou the opening day last year.

Twenty-one bookmaker, took out licensee

to bet." their fees amounting to about £3OO.

Hood fields were the order of the day but

the raring was spoilt by bad

Crest won the Palmerston North Stakes

easily, and iris win was a popular one.

<A,rd and latdy Plunked and party were

{"mint during the day. The results fol-

lu7llghden Hack Hurdles.- -D'nil. 10.11. 11

Commander. KX9. 2: Coy. 90. 3. Scratched:

Don Carlos. Won by two lengths. lime,
2

Malden Plain. Peroiina 1.

Thetis 3. Scratched 'll"™. ”' avPrv -
Woi by a length and a half. Time. lin.

SUMMER HANDICAP, of 200»oV»; one

mile.
W. F McßrtlT* Cructnelto. by San Fran

--4?ti«rent«% 7.9 (A. OUiver)

Sir George Clifford* Gteorullocfa. M.G (It.

J. King *

J. Highden * Vasa. 7'l (E. Imwel ...... 3

Also alarted: Kopu R.5. Sunbonnet 7.11.

ffVugonlm 7 10. Arc Light 7.3, Cariaslma

« >X Flotilla 69

Thin start waa ti very poor one, Rnnbonnet
feeing left standing al the (tost. Approach-

ing the home bend Crucinella overhauled
the leaders, and went on and won by three

length*, Glenculloch beating Vasa by a
neck for second place. Time, 1.42.

PALMERSTON NORTH STAKES, of
bOOsovs; six furlongs.

J. R. McDonald’s Gold Crest, by Gold

Reef—Nymph, 9.5 .(C. Jenkins) 1
G. Foreman’s Full Rate, 8.1*2 (R. Hatch) 2

D. Buick’s Rangipapa, 9.6 (S. Reid) ....
3

Also started: Penates 10.0, Boiui reg is
6.12, Kiltie Lass 6.11.

Kiltie I-ass was first away, but was

quickly replaced by Full Rate and Bonare-
gis, Rangipapa getting badly left. Full
Rate led round the home bend, where Gold

Crest came through, and; leading into the

straight, won easily by two lengths and a-

half. Full Rate heat Rangipapa .by a

length for second place. Time, 1.14.

TIRITEA 11URDI/K HANDICAP, of

150sovs; two miles.
J. Highden’s Aorangi. by Merriwee —

Panaturi, 10.3 (11. Cairns) 1

J. Munn’s Gold Dust, 10.13 (J. O’Con-

nell) 2

,T. Maher’s Prospector. 9.12 (J. Lyford) . . 3

Also startl'd: Paparehi 10.3. Haeremai 9.0,
Touderghie 9.0.

Prospector led from a fair start, and, in
company with Aorangi, raced round the

back; but approaching the home bend the

latter went ahead, and, stalling off a chal-

lenge from Gold Dust, who came fast at

the finish, won by a length and a-half.

Time, 3.46 3-5.

AWAPUNI HANDICAP, of 300spvs; six

furlongs.
G. P. Donnelly’s Gold Thread, by Gold

Reef—Purse Strings, 8.8 (S. Reid) .... 1

R. W. Paterson’s Mon Ami, 7.13 (A. Olli-
ver) -

T. McGrath’s Tuinut, 8.2 (K. Hatch) . . 3

Also started: Moriarty 8.5, Golden Eagle
<B.l. Ballarat 8.0. Waipuku 7.9. Hernia 7.3,

Lothair 6.13. Advantage 6.12, Contour 6.7.

Gold Thread jumped into the lead, and
was never troubled, winning easily by three
lengths, Tuinut being a length 'and a-half
away, third. Time, 1.13 4-5.

TERRACE HACK WELTER HANDICAP,

of lOOsovs; one mile.
F. Dorset’s Blue Ribbon, by Bluejacket

Yattaghan, 9.3 (A. Olliver) 1
E. J. Watt’s Separator, 8.8 (R. Hatch) 2

M. T. McGrath’s Osiris. 8.3 (W. Ryan.) 3

Also started: Passive 9.4. Espartero 9.2,
Shannon Lass 5.9, Windage S.O, North-

east 8.0, Paione 8.0.

The start was a bad one. Blue Ribbon

caught Separator on the post, winning by a

head. Osiris was a length away, third.
Time, 1.45.

HIMITA NG I WELTER HANDICAP, of
luOsovs; seven furlongs.

F. G. Roe’s Probability, by The Possible

—Seraph, 8.9 (IL (’airns) 1
G. I*. Donnelly’s Gold Treasure, 7.7 (Rae) 2
W. A. Donald’s Aboriginal, 9.3 (Reid) .. 3

Also started: Waitapu 9.11. Bourrasque

9.6. Sandstrpam 9.3, Mussel 8.0, Rosegrove
7.11.

Gold Treasure went to the front from a

straggling start, and led to the entrance to
-the straight, where Probability came

•through and won comfortably by three

lengths. Aboriginal was half-a-length fur-

ther away, third. Time, 1.30.

PALMERSTON NORTH. Sunday.

The Manawatu Racing Club’s summer

meeting was continued on Saturday in love-

ly weather. There was a targe attendance,

incuding the Governor (Lord I’lunket) and a

Government House party. The sum of

£17,852 was put through the machine, as

compared with £23.635 for the correspond-,
ing day of las’t year. Seventeen bookmakers

paid foes to lay the odds. There was a

magnificent race for the Cup. only a head

separating the placed horses. The results

were as follow:—

KELVIN HACK HURDLE RACE of 109

sovs. One mile and three-quarters.

Mr. W. Davies’ b m Yosami, 9.8 (A.

McConuon) • •
Mr. W. Griffiths’ b g Commander. 119

(T. Price)
Also started: l»on Carlos, 10.9; Mikotahi.

9.13.
Mikotahi and Don Carlos both fell liv-

ing Yosami an easy winner by a length

and a-half. Time, 3.21 1-5.

TAKUAHA HACK MELTEiR HANDICAP
of lOOsovs. Seven furlongs.

Mr. A. Jackson’s b g Roosevelt. 9.0 (S.
Reid) *

Mr. T. McGrath’s ch g Osiris. 4yrs, 8.6

(W. Ry am -

Mr. G. P. Donnelly’s b m Gold Trea-

sure. 3yrs, 8.11 (A. Rae)
Also started: Espartero. 8.10: Flingot,

S. Shannon Lass. 8.9: Courier. 8.5; Wind-

age 8.0; Biberkola. 7.10.

R<x»scvelt won after a desperate finish by

a head. Time. 1.29.

MANAWATU CUP of 650sovs. One mile
and u-ha’f.

Mr. D. Buick’s b m Tangimoana. syrs.

by San Fran —Waingongoro. 8.6 (8.
Reid) 1

Mr. F. Dorset’s ch in Blue Ribbon, 6.7

(H. Batten) 2

Mr. F. Preston’s b g Apa, 8.11 (A.
Olliver)

Also started: Kopu. 8.3 (P. O’Brien):
Bourrasune 7 13 (C. Scotti: Muskerrv 7 13

(G. Price): GleneuHoch. 7.12 (R. J King);
Moloch, 7.11 (W. IL MeKiiv); Riflo maid.
7.3 (F. Cress); White Lie. 6.13 (W. Ayres);
Arc Uitrht. 6.13 (R. Young); Trueanini. 6.12
(E. Howe); (Nirissimu, 6.7 (F. Carroll).

Muskerry tod off from a bunched start

mid led up the straight for the first time
In company with Blue Ribbon. Truganlui
and Moloch being next. Round the home
bend Apn mn into third place and ap-
peared to be rapidly overhauling the

leader*. Mnskerry dropped back, but Blue
Itlbbou maintained bis lead from Apa and
looked a snre winner, when Tanglmoann
ramc with n great run from behind and
just aecured the verdirt by half-ahead on

the post. Apa being the same distance away

third. Time. 2.36 15.

TOKOMARU HURDUE HANDICAP of 13')

sovs. One mile and three-quarters.
Mr. Highden’s b g Aoraugi, 11.6 (H.

Calm) 1 .
Mr. A. E. Tucker's ch g Touderghle. 9.0

(J. Stewart) 2
Mr. J. Munn's Cold Dust, aged, 11.5 (J.

O’Connell) .. 3

Also started: Pnpareehi, 10.6; Prospector,
10.3; Haeremai, 9.0.

Aorangi won by about two lengths. Time,
3.17 15.

FITZHERBERT HANDICAP of 250hovs.
Six furlongs.

Mr. Ross Alan’s br in Ballarat, 7.10 (G.
Price) 1

Mr. D. Buick’s br c Rangipapa, 9.2 (S.
Reid) 2

Mr. T. McMath’s br g Tiimut, 7.13 (R.
King) ... 3

Also started: Gold Thread, 9.0; Mon Ami,
7.13; Moriarty. 7.13; Golden F.agle, 7.10;
Advantage, 7.7.

Ballarat won by a clear length. Time,
1.14 1-5.

GILLIES HACK HANDICAP of lOOsovs.

Six furlongs.
Mr. C. A. W. Monkton’s br g Longner,

8.10 (N. Campbell) 1

Mr. Highden’s b g Perolina, 8.5 iHowe) 2
Mr. F. Tilley’s b m Contour, 8.2 (W.

Price) 3

Also started: Eclogue, 8.11; Cute. 8.7;
Miss Vera. 8.4; Te Ru, 6.12; Pikipo, 6.7;

Merry Messenger, 6.7.
Longner won by a bare length. Contour

being a poor-third. Time, 1.15.

NURSERY HANDICAP of 150sovs. Five

furlongs.
Mr. Highden’s br c Boanerges. 7.3 (E.

Howe) 1

Sir George Clifford’s b c Kilwinning, 9.2

(R. G. King) 2

Sir George Clifford’s ch f Fasnakyle, 8.11
(W. Price) 3
Also started: Aema, 7.91; Kiltie Lass, 7.0;

Milan. 7.0; Amphianser, 6.10.

Boanerges won by two lengths. Time,
1.2 4-5.

GRANDSTAND HANDICAP of 200sovs.

One mile.

Mr. W. 11. Nicol’s br g Sir Antrim, 6.12

(T. Carroll) .-• • •
1

Mr. G. Penfold’s br in Flotilla, 6.7 (R*

Young) • • -

Mr. G. Foreman’s br g Full Rate. 8.9

(R. G. King) 3

Also started: Vasa, 7.3; Aboriginal, 7.7;
Mussel, 6.7.

Passive camp in first, but was disqualified,
as the rider had failed to declare over-

weight. The race was awarded to Sir An-

trim, with Flotilla second. Time, 1.40.

4-4- 4-

DUNEDIN RACES.

DUNEDIN, Sunday.

The Dunedin Jockey Club's Summer

Meeting opened yesterday, when there was

ti larger attendance than there has been

lor many years. This, in a measure, ex-

plains the large increase in the totalisator

investments, which totalled £By»26, or

£llt>7 higher than the first day of last

year’s meeting. The weather was fine for

the first couple of races, but the next two

were run in heavy rain, after whcih the

weather cleared again. Eight bookmakers

were licensed for the day.

Hurdles.— Leonardo 1. Royal Shell

Storm 3. Scratched: Tirole. Magical, and

Northern Star. Won by two lengths. Time,

3.23 2-5.
At this stage it was raining steadily.

Dunedin Handicap.—Cymbiform 1. Cas-

pian 2, Adage 3. Chinook also started. The

leaders fought out a great race the whole

way. Won by a long neck. Time. 1.5.

Salisbury Hack Handicap.—Czar Kolohol

1. I’assion 2. Spinning Flight 3. Scratched:

Valdimar, Zionness. and Vandirk. Kolohol

got up on the rails, and won by a neck.

Time, 1.31 2-5.
Otago Handicap.—Astraehan 4. Rose

Noble 2, Grand Slam 3. AU started. As-

trachan made all the running, winningby a

length. Time, 2.12.

OTAGO HANDICAP, of 20Osovs; one mile

and a-quarter.

Messrs. W. T. and L. C. Hazlett’s ch h

Astrakhan, 7.3 (C. Hack) 1
F. H. Fyne’g Ros<* Noble, 7.9 (R. Derrett) 2

C. H. Gorton’s Grand Stain, 8.8 (L. G.

King) 3

Also started: Harvest 8.4, Tikitere 8.2,

Apollodoris 7.3, Speculate 6.10.

Speculate was left standing, and lost
half a dozen lengths when the barrier rose.

Won after a good race by nearly half a

length, Grand Slam being a length away,
third. Time, 2.12.

TRIAL STAKES. ef lOOsovs; screw

furlongs.
W. Gardiner’s b m Jessie La*wars, 8.1

(F. Yarr) 3
Mrs. J. Glenn's b e Optional, 8.2 (A. 11.

Wilson) 9

J. Kilis’ be c Adjudge, 8.2 (J. Mc-

Cluskey) 3
Also started: Fulmar 8.2, Stepliuk 8.3,

Invincible 8.3, Sacha 8.2, Stepastde 8.1«
Princess Ena 8.1, Bountiful 7.11.

Won by a long neck. Time, 1.32 2-5.

FEDERAL HANDICAP, of 150sovs; six

furlongs.
T. Tanney’s b c Ard Relgh, 7.12, includ-

ing 31b overweight (Yarr) t
R. Sheddon’s b g Loftus, 7.12, including

21b overweight (J. P. Byrne) 3
J. Maris’ ch g Heirloom, 6.7 (E. Harri-

son) 3
Also started: Petrovna 9.7, All Guns 8.13;

The Seer 7.9, Octave 7.8, Erskine 6.10 (31b
overweight). Gapon 6.7.

Won by half u length. Time, 1.18.

CAVERSIIAM HACK HANDICAP, of
lOOsovs; six furlongs.

Messrs. Johnson and Paterson’s bl m

Mtes Galby. 9.3 (J. McCluskey)) 1
J. J. McKay’s br .in Vagranee. 8.11 (F.

Yarr) 2

Messrs. W. and C. Samson’s Little
Medallist, 8.10, including 31b over-

weight (T. Ruthven) 3
Also started: Lady Ranald 9.8, Cashier

8.11 (including 21b overweight), Musterer
8.7, Montura 8.7.

Won by a little over a length. Time,
1.18 1-5.

OTOKIA WELTER HANDICAP, of
lOOsovs; one mile.

C. M-acheU’s b g Valdimar, 9.5 (J. Mc-
Cluskey) 1

R. McKay’s ch g Lupulite, 10.3 (A.
Mackay) 3

W. C. Harrison’s b g Ecus, 8.0 (W.
Emafcreon) 3
Also started: Oiyoi 9.5, Jack Ashore

8.13, Mango 8.6, Cuirosettia 8.0.
Won by a neck, Eons being a length be-

hind Lupulite, third. Time, 1.45.

ASHURST RACES.

PALMERSTON NORTH. Wednesday.
The Ashurst acceptances are as follows:—

Trial Hurdles Handicap, one and a-half
mile.—Hipporofla 10.9, Moose 9.13, Nether-
by 9.9, Ancycle 9.9, Scenery 9.8, Whare-
ponga 9.3, Waikareao 9.0, Atanui 9.0, Co-
lanter 9.0. Strathmere 9.0.

Flying Hack Handicap, five furlongs.—
The Saiitf 8.11, Cute 8.10. Miphera 8.5, Voet-
gang 8.0, Royal Maid 7.3, Tern 6.13, Thetis
6.9, Taumono 6.7, Merry Messenger 6.7.

Ashurst Guineas, one mile.—Pikiho 8.10,
Aurage 8.5, Bravery 8.5, Waitoto 8.5, Midian
8.5.

Ashurst. Cup, one and a-quarter mile.—
Tangimoana 8.8, Kopu 8.8. Muskerry 8.7,
Moloch 7.12, Waipaku 7.10, Riflemaid 7.6,
Arclight 7.4, Probability 7.3, Carissima 7.0,
Mussel! 6.10. Tangeroa 6.7.

Komako Welter Hack Handicap, seven

furlongs.—Espartero 8.13, Tangeroa 8.9,
Highden 8.9, Roosevelt 8.8, Voetgang 8.6,
Shannon Lass 8.6. Windage 8.5, Separator
8.5, First Mate 8.0. Anemone 8.9, Courier
7.9, Mildura 7.7, Prince Hassan 7.7, Robin
Link 7.7.

Pohangina Handicap, six furlongs.—Mo-
riarty 9.0. Tumut 8.11, Ballarat 8.9, Ad-

vantage 7.5, The Saint 7.4, Mussell 6.13,
Contour 6.13.

Maiden Hack Handicap, four and a-half
furlongs.—Fond Memory 9.0, Kimmeran 8.9,
Toang 8.5, Tern 8.5. Conquestina 8.3. Glen-
ora Park 8.2, Thetis 8.2, Merry Messenger
8.0, Dauntelin 8.0, Charge 8.0, Arevore 8.0,
Taumano 8.0.

Manawatu Gorge Handicap, seven fur-
longs.—Probability 8.9, Merry Zealand 8.4,
Carissima 8.4, Loiret 8.4, Sir Antrim 8.3,
Lethean 8.2, Waicola 8.0, Flotilla 7.7, Mi-
phera .7.7, Tangeroa 7.7.

RANGITIKEI R.C. SUMMER
MEETING.

BUDDS. Monday.
The following acceptances have been* re-

ceived for the Rangitikei Racing Club’s
summer meeting:—

Scott Memorial.—Rangipapa 9.0. Golden
Eagle 8.2, Ballarat 8.0, Crucinella 7.10, Do-

thair 7.0, Advantage 6.10, Mussel 6.8, Con-
tour 6.7.

Ohakea Hurdle Race.—Dull 11.0, Capulet
10.7, Don Carlos 10.0, Xavier 9.11, Harmi
9.7, Belario 9.5, Touderghie 9.5, Yosamie
9.2.

Carnarvon Hack Race.—Dongner 8)10,
Rooseveldt 8.10, Tesain 8.8, Eclogue 8.8,
Cute 8.8, Chase Mob 7.12, Shannon Dass
7.10, Dlanwern 7.9, Debonnairo 7.8, Bonnie
Doon 7.3, Merrie Messenger 6.10.

Rangitikei Cup.—Apa 9.0, Tangimoana.
8.3, Waitapu 8.2, Truganini 8.0, Nova 7.0*
Arclight 7.0, Carissima 6.12.

How to Keep Cool.
During the Hot Weather every one can obtain great

relief by bathing in water containing a few drops of

Condy’s Fluid. A “ Condy’s Fluid Bath” imparts a

Delicious and lasting sensation of Coolness, Freshness

and Purity. It cools, strengthens and invigorates the

body and braces the nerves. The Cooling effect is

Simply Magical. It is so lasting.
Of all Chemists and Stores. Buy “CONDY’S FLUID.”

Guaranteed to contain NO Permanganate of Potash.
CONDY’S FLUID CO., GOSWEIL ROAD. LONDON, BNGLAND.
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Railway Hack Hurdlee. -Xavier 10.8,
Onil 10.7, Belairo 9 12, Mikotahi 9.11, Moose
9.11, Yosami 9.7, Netherby 9.2, Maid! 9.0,

Taupo 0.0, Pepoleoanta 9.0, Sedgemoo re 9.0.
Makowat Welter.—Mahuta 9.12, Toatuhl

8. UK Merrle England 8.10, Sir Antrim 8.8,
Rose Grove 8.0.

Pukenui Welter.—Roosevelt 9.7, Zoraida

8.11, Shannon Lass 8.10, Anemon 8.8, North
'East 8.5, Goodwin Park 8.0, Buemac 8.0,
Kiwi 8.0.

WHANGAREI JOCKEY CX.UB.

The following nominations have been re-

ceived <or the Whaugurei Jockey Club's
Summer Meeting:—-

Whangarel Cup.—Puhipuhi, Franklyn,
Jolly Tar, Luros, Quebec, Aureole, Lady
Ellen, Sweet Alice. Star Rose, Manapouri,
Lord Seaton, Biddy Curran, Hard Rock,

Kaitangata, Tui Kitua, Haldane, Nervine.
Settlers’ Handicap.—Lochlea, Lady Sper-

ry, St. George, Iloanga, Miss Jesmond,
Sapper, Regan,. Gipsy Queen, Denbies,
Loros, Highland Fling, Discoverer, Mata-

bare, Paul Beaver, Whakapopota.
Publicans* Purse.—Franklyn, Jolly Tar,

Sweet Marie. Nervine, Lures, Highland
Fling, Corporal, Discoverer.

Flying Handicap.—Puhipuhi, Frontino,

Hukutawhiti, Jolly Tar, Luros, Highland
Fling, Discoverer, Paul Beaver, Lady Ellen,
Sweet Alice, Arlstos, Manapouri, Lord Sea-
ton, Hard Rock, Kaitangata, Tui Kitua,
Mozart, Haldane.

Railway Handicap.—National League,
Lochlea, Lady Sperry, Alanah, Hoanga,
Sapper, Denbies, Nervine, Wairuhe, Luros,
Discoverer, Paul Beaver. Whakapopota.

Second Hurdles. —Loehard, Franklyn,
1 ady Lanta, Mideyr, Gipsy Queen, Peter

S'* tuple, Swagsman 11., Mawhiti, Quebec,

(o’ooral, Lady Ellen. Rotoiti, Waihekau,
Strdßer, Aletta, Laddie, Mozart, Kotlti,
San Paulo.

First Hurdle Race.—Rotoiti, Loehard,
Waihekau, Franklyn. Stroller. Lady Lanta,
Aletta, Mideyr, Peter Simple, Laddie,
Swagsinan 11., Mozart, Mawhiti, Kotihi,
Quebec, San Paulo, Corporal.

Maiden Plate.—Lochlea, Leo. Mary,

Lady Sperry, St. George, Hoanga. Miss
Jesmond, Sapper, Denbies, Waiata, Luros,
Highland Fling. Matahare.

Kensington Welter.—Gipsy Queen, Sweet
Marie, Luros, Discoverer.

Bracelet Handicap.—Sapper, Sweet Marie.
Highland Fling, Swagsman 11., Quebec,
Corporal, Discoverer.

Park Handicap.—Puhipuhi. Franklyn,
Jolly Tar, Nervine, Luros, Aureole, Dis-
coverer, Lady Ellen. Sweet Alice, Star Rose,
Arlstos, Manapouri, Lord Seaton, Biddy
Curran, Hard Rock. Kaitangata, Tui Kitua,
Haldane.

Marsden Stakes.—National League, Lady

Sperry, Alanah, Iloanga. Jolly Tar, Miss
Jesmond, Gipsy Queen, Nervine, Wairuhe,
Luros, Highland Fling, Corporal, Discover-
er, Paul Beaver, W'hakapopota.

Hack Handicap.—Lochlea, St. George,

Lady Lanta, Mideyr, Sapper, Regan, Gipsy
Queen, Denbies, Sweet Marie, Luros, High-
land Fling, Matahare.

Farewell Handicap.—Puhipuhi, Frontino,
Hukutawhiti, Jolly Tar, Nervine, Aristos.

Luros, Highland Fling, Discoverer, Paul

Beaver, Lady Ellen, Sweet Alice, Lord Sea-

ton, Mozart, Biddy Curran. HankRock, Kai-
tangata, Tui Kitua, Haldane.

HAWKES BAY J.C. SUMMER

MEETING.
„

NAPIER, Friday.

The following acceptances have been re-
ceived for the summer meeting of the
Hawke's Bay Jockey Club, on January 1:—

Maiden Hack Handicap, five furlongs and

a-half.—Ora Pinsent 8.8. Cork 8.1, Awha

7.13, Icel 7.13, Obscurity 7.13, Valoma 7.13,
Magneto 7.10.

Christmas Handicap, six furlongs.—Gold
Thread 9.7 71b penalty), Auldearn
8.8, North Head 7.12, Stylish 7.6, Erl King

7.2, Pluck 7.0, Voetgang 6.12, Chamois 6.7.
Welter Hark Handicap, once round.—Rose

Lethe 9.1, Highden 9.1. Spate 8.12, Parable
8.4, Sir Benson 8.3, Mistletoe 8.1, Eldorado
8.0, Robin Link 8.0. Utopia 8.0, Minister 8.0.

President’s Handicap, one mile and a-

quarter.—California 9.10, Woodhey 8.0,
Uenuku 7.8, Loiret 7.8, Dardanus 7.0, Lams-
dorff 6.7.

Otatara Handicap Hurdles, one mile and

three-quarters. —Gold Dust 11.3, Kaipetipeti
10.10, Monarque 10.8, Hipporofla 9.13, Te
Kainui 9.8, Rawhiti 9.0, Waikareao 9.0.

Two-year-old Handicap, four furlongs.—
Bally Shannon 8.4, Ideate 7.10, Ariom 7.7,
Composed 7.7, Fairy Gold 7.7. Ultimatum

7.7, Undecided 7.7, Reformist 7.3, Perhaps
7.3, Seraphic 7.0.

Flying Hack Handicap, six furlangs.—Sty-
lish 9.0, Andrew Mark 8.4, North Pole 8.2,
Waioriki 7.12, My Darling 7.5, Robin Link
7.2, Sir Possible 7.0.

New Year Handicap, seven furlongs.—
Martyrium 9.4, Auldearn 9.4, Loiret 8.8. Soa-

fondale 8.0. Voetgang 7.9. Berengaria 7.9)

Highden 7.9, Millennial 7.7, Gold Treasure
77.

MATAPOURI RACES.

WHANGAREI, Friday.

The Matapourl meeting was held on Wed-

nesday, with the following results.—
Malden Race,—Highland Fllug 1, Irish

Girl 2 Gordon 3.

Hurdle Race.—Miss Ida 1, Peter Simple 2.

Pony Race.- Walata 1, Irish Girl 2, Dandy

Matapenrl Cup.—Kai tangata 1, Shrews-

bury 2, Manoeuvre 3.

Steeplechase.—Peter Simple 1, Verna 2.
Ladles’ Bracelet.—Sapper 1, Mackay 2.
Whananakt .Handicap,—Kaitangsta 1,

Manoeuvre 2, Shrewsbury 3.

NETHERTON RACES.

The following are the weights for the
Netberton races, to be held on New Year's

Day;—
Publican’s Purse.—Nebraska, 10.10. lam-

etta 10,10.. Correction 10.0. Lady Mac 10.®
Pall Mall 10.0, The Waater 9.0, Sweet Heart
9.0, Hnberlte 9.0, Runetta 8.10, Wai Wai 8.7,
Plako 8.0. Cudora 7.4.

Netherton Cup.—King Tom Uj), Nebraska
10.10, Llngard 10.10, Tarrlelett 11M*. Correc-
tion 10.6, Ngarue 9.6, Plako 8.0, Outsider
8.0, Sweet Heart 8.0, Ruebrtte.

Handicap Trot. — Chubby scr..
Pilot scr., J. B. Gray, 2dsee„ Lady
Emily 20aec.. Nell 25sec., Sunset HOsec.,
Sweet Alice 45eec., Cora 45aec., Dolly 45sec.,
Polly BOsec.

Malden Race.—Ruberlte 9.10, The Waster
9.8, Outsnlder 9.0, Lone Hand 8.4, Lady
Love 7.4, Eudora 7.4, Turulan '7.4, Sunshade
7.4.

Creamery Handicap. — Pall Mall 10.0,
Ngarue 10.0. The Master 9.0, Plako 10.0,
Chiino 8.0.

Hurdles. —Lingard 11.0, Imagination 10.10,
Tarrlelett 10.10, Klug Tom 10.10. Frank
Dodd 10.0, Lion de Or 10.0, Chirno 9.0.

THE AVONDALE INQUIRY.

The Auckland Metropolitan Committee
met on Satuiday. and further considered
the decision given by the Avondale Jockey
Club in connection with their recent spring
meeting, and after discussion. an adjourn-
ment was made until January 5, 1900.

AUCKLAND METROPOLITAN

COMMITTEE.

The Metropolitan Committee met last

Tuesday, the Hon. E. Mitchelson presiding.
Licenses were granted as follows:—
Trainers: F. Harkins, E. Hillary, E. Kelly.
Jockeys: Geo. Goldsboro, J. Blake, F. B.
Collins, G. I. Comer, J. B. Gainsford, A. J.

Gray, J. Greenwood, F. Harper, F. John-
son, Win. Marchant, J. <J. Maher, A. K.

Pearce, W. H. Pearson, A. Rhodes, J. Wil-
liams, P. E. Pope, M. Quinton. Gentlemen
riders: Messrs H. K. Clarke, W. Elwarth.

Apprentice license: G. Keenan. The fol-

lowing programmes were passed:—Mata-
mata Racing Club (February 11), Ohinemuri
Racing Club (March 17 and 18), South

Auckland Racing Club (February 26 and

27), Papakura Racing Chib (March 20),
Otahubu Trotting (Tub, three pony races

(February 6, 10, and 13).
A meeting of the A.R.C. Committee was

held subsequently, the Hon. E. Mitchelson
in the chair. Four new members were bal-

loted for and elected. Transfers were pas-
sed as follows:—T. Shannon to J. F. Toc-

ker: Colt, 3yrs. by Merrie England—Prolo-
gue. A. Baird to Mr Hazelton; Dolores. S.
Bradley to Chas. Peoples: Puhipuhi.

TROTTING DISQUALIFICATIONS

WANGANUI. Monday.
At a meeting of the Wanganui Jockey

Club to-night the horse Bob E.T., the owner

(A. T. and rider (J. T. Fairley), were

disqualified for 12 months for inconsistent

trotting in the Farewell Handicap at the
recent Trotting Club’s meeting. The owner

and rider were also summoned to appear
before a meeting of the Trotting Club
committee to answer questions regarding
the ownership of the horse.

THE YEARLING SALES.

On Monday. January 4, the annual sales

of thp thoroughbred yearlings raised at
Cambria Park and Glenora Park will be
held by the N.Z. Loan and Mercantile Co.,
the latter lots being submitted first at Papa,
kura, while the Cambria Park youngsters

will be afterwards offered at Papatoitoi. The

exceptionally mild winter experienced last

season was very beneficial to the youngsters,
and a better grown lot It would be hard to

find anywhere. At Glennra Park Mr. Wal-

ters has 14 of bis own breeding to offer, and

their condition speaks volumes for the care

bestowed upon them by the caretaker, Alee.
Brown. Sixteen appear in the Cambria Park
catalogue, and these also bear evidence of

the careful attentionof their guide, philoso-

pher, and friend, Al. Cummins. A visit to
both breeding establishments is always a

pleasure, and both Mr. Walters and Mr.

Price esteem it an honour to show visitors

the various lots at auy time', so that any

visiting or local sportsmen should make a

point of taking a run into the country, and

it is safe tn gamble that they will be well

repaid for their journey. As usual at this
time of the year. I managed to snatch a
few hours from Father Time, and had a look
over the lots to be offered next month, and

a few remarks might not be outof place.

GLfckORA PARK.

As the Fapakura yearlings are first to

come tinder the hammer, I will deal with
them first.

No. 1 on the catalogue is a brown filly by
Gluten—Boult Girl, and although a bit un-

dersized, she is beautifully turned, and for

pony racing alone should realise a decent
figure. Something with decidedly more size
and substance is the bay filly by Soult—
I’rlnceas Alice, which claims as full listen*
the good performers Avalanche and Sweet
Alice; and that the filly under notice will
prove as profitable there should be no doubt.

No. 3 is a perfect little gentleman, by
Gluten—Gold Web, and if ever a youngster
gave promise of turning out a racehorse,
you have one here. With Bound constitu-

tion and legs of steel, he Is undoubtedly one

of the picks of the large basket. One of the
finest looking and beat-grown »ens of Soult

>et dfferM is the brown colt by Soult- latdy
Musket, which stands fully 15.1. Of good

bone, and no useless lumber about him, he
should furalßh into a handsome horse, and
as he la full brother to the speedy Salute,
there should be no doubt as to his pare. Th«
gem of the collection is No. 5, the bay or
brown filly by Soult—Hotcherina. and th'*
filly has to be men to be appreciated. for
hot sufficient words can be found to ade-
quately describe her, and it win suffice to
say that nothing better has yet been
seen at Glenora Park. A beautiful filly is
the chestnut «sae by Gtaten—Helen Me
Gregor. Of kind disposition, aud perfectly
proportioned, she promises to come to baud
early. A colt bred on similar lines to the
great Walrikf Is a brown by Soult—Cornsa.
which should develop Into a racehorse. In
the paddock he H a remarkably good gal-
loper, with perfect action. aud, altogether.
Is as nice a colt as one would wish to see.
An attractive youngster Is the bay tiliy by
HouIt—St. Edith, which is strong and

robust, with great quarters. The brown colt

by Soult—Curacoa, consequently full bro-
ther to the speedy Lormguna. was not seen
at his best owing to a slight accident
through contact with a fence. The mishap Is

nothing serious, and In the intervening week
before the sate should F»e fully recovered. A
first foal is a brown colt by Soult—Lady B.
which is nicely turned, and fair size with

good bone. The (bun of this colt. Lady B.

was specially purchased to mate with Soult,
and this her first foal Ls well up to expecta-
tions. A colt that has grown out of recol-
lection during the past three months Is a
brown by Soult—Rouiola. This youngster
shows a lot of quality, and is well grown,
with plenty of substance, a double cross
of the much sought after St. Simon—Mus-
ket blood is to be found in this cott, and on

breeding lines alone should be much sought
after. A second foal is the chestnut filly
by Gluten—Lady Rose, which possesses
great substance ar#l quality, and in her

essays in the paddock shows great pace, in
lot 13, a brown filly by Soult- Lady Emine-
line. one sees a racy-looking youngster,
which should go fast and come to hand
early; while the last on the list is the bay
colt by the English sire Hackrnschmidt.
from the imported Merry Nip. The dam of
this colt was in foal when imported, and
the youngster is, therefore, bred to English
time. An exceptionally well-bred colt, he
should make a valuable sire after his racing
days are over, as, besides coming from a
great racing family, his blood is new to the
Dominion.

In addition to Mr. Waiters' lot. a number
of others will be also offered on account of
various owners.

CAMBRIA PARK.
At the Papatoitoi estate there are eleven

Obligados, three Etons, and two Saults to
be offered, and - the lot are exceptionallywell grown and free from blemish. The first

catalogued is a bay by Eton—('yrenteune,
which is a first foal, his dam never being
broken in, but reserved for the stud. The

youngster is well grown, aud l*ears a most

racy appearance.A smart filly, which should
come early, is the brown by Eton—Cyrense,
also a first foal, while a third first foal is
the brown filly by Eton—The Dell. A

lengthy filly, she is chock full of the best

runuiiig li.oad aiyi tdnuihi Qirnish into hujuo
tiling nut of iho onHnary. The pick of Hn-
hunch is iho < nlt by Soult Harpist. This
Ls an exceptionally lino <«olt, brimful of
duality., with piciuy of alsc, and as sound
as a bdl of h::iMs. A nuist evenly made coil,
he ft hard to fault, ami i» is safe to predict
that there will be ln*»m ••'nupetilJon for his
ponsiMsaion. The lady of the liouee is to be
seen in the bay tUly Uy NkniLP Mias Annie,
and well '-.he Um Hila. Quality
from tlie tips <tf Lior «ara her tail, with

sbouhiers and unnrtfns*. she ifi a
perfeet *em. Dreandurii s cuntribulinn Ir a
fray - «.»X? to OfiUgadtn. uud a nice, evenly'
iLMvule Chile feHna he is., modelled on much

the same Lines .m hfi, half biot'ner. ElyMan.
A colt with a fencless style about him i« a
h.iy try Obllgado—-Gwwnhul. which was an
exceptionally fast mare. Her sun is well
grown, with plenty of bone, and standing
over a lot of ground. I tip him to grow into

a nice h.urs<\ and if he does nut gallop I will

acknowledge defeat. A lazy* couxemted cus-
tomer is n chestnut by Obiigaii» Rapid,
which, irSce all the is very docile
and well growir. iFee* ua die paddock, this
colt shows a tot «sf ipicsi, and is a perfect
mover. A handsome. colt is
Crecy's tribute to Oblf-’&uo*. .smi a f&jer look-
ing youngster It woul 1 be hard Lu find. A
nicely developed tilly. aiCJr pfeuXy of size
and Kubstaure. Is the eitstant by Ohligado
— Sengn. which come.* t'm ai the great. No. I
fanrfiy. A tirat fo.iL. plenty of size
ana quality, which ha.*< clamed <rwite a pad-
dock reputation. Is tire buy tfily by Obligadu
- Te Hufnga. A nice, evenly -aimte tilly. alio
is hard to pick to Peace,, the dam of

Karat a. .contributes a bay colt by Obligado,
which is exceptionally well grown and

robust, and there H nothing at all meuai
about him. Cytherea’s lilly. by Obitgado. a

bay in colour, is a likely looking young lady,
that will go fast, xud emne to hand early,
but one that is sue .o omxaxand attention,
is the chestnut o It by Obllgado--Tourna-
ment, which is well srowu* and possessed
of a perfect teiupecuKreut. Th&i is one of
the sort that kooks PCfce developing Into a
grest stayer. Zhe sepresentsfive <yf Lute is
a chesiuiit <Uit by OaLigado. therefore half
brother «o the speetiy Cadence, (.'omnig from
such a i-ecing taurlfy. r.wJ being well grown,
he should turn out The Last on the
list is a bay colt by ObLigasfaK FOtfeoa. Tills
is another irell-gruvrn cult, with plenty of
bone, and handles himself beautffaHy.

In addition to the yearlings, a number of
others will he offered, as well as tire horses
in the estate of the late Mrs. Comnhe which
comprise such -great horses as Master Soult,
Elysian. Tetraa-dui, Fferst Gun. and Cirir-
agno. Particulars xs to tustins. will be
announced later.

ISN'T IT?

“AU the world's a stage.’’’
“ And yet the roang man doesn't al-

ways get the girl he wants; the burglar
can’t break gaol: the farm is often sold

without a grandstand rescue. How differ-

ent life is from a utefodramal ’’

My Strange Neighbours
THE STORY OF AN OLD HOUSE

Frosi ths French of Marie Thiery

4 T LAST I have found the very The talk which I h«>.rd was abotss
n/S place which I wanted. I found famous hooks, and everywhere my- eyes
I ■ it by chance in the course of met old engravings hung along the wide

I JL one of those solitary tripe of halls. Among those surprising land-
• which I am so fond. scapes I saw highly artificial figures
lam not sad, no bereavement or sor- dressed in odd costumes such as my

row of any kind has laid waste my life grandfather remembered having worn,

or soured my heart. Ido not hate my My childish brain was completely
fellow-creatures, but they bore me. filled with the far-away period of 1830.

I have often been reproached for hav- It is still very dear to me; and perhaps

ing a soul belonging to another time. it was the romantie appearance of this

and this tendency of my mind to revert place, "The Desert,” quite as much as

to the past is probably due to cireum- its solitude, which charmed me the

stances which had a strong influence other day, and has kept me here. “The

upon my childhood. Desert" is situated at the foot of the

In the very old house in which I lived Pyrenees, up a valley rich in fresh

until I went to college, and to which meadows and fields of waving grain.
I came back for my vacations, I was The soil here is fertile and easily ■work-

surrounded by old people and old things. ed, but the brown and gray roeks pierce

THE BEST NATURAL APERIENT WATER.

Hunyadi sanos
For CONSTIPATION.

Professor D. LAMBL, sf Warsaw, Professor of Clinical Medicine at the University, write!—
•• Hunyadi Jinoa Bitter Water, besides being an excellent general aperient,

has proved specially efficacious in the treatmentof chronic constipation,
venousobstruction and congestion, haemorrhoids and obesity."

Average Dosb :—A wineglassfut before breakfast, either fure or diluted urith a

similar quantity of hot or cold tatir.

« 1 TTIBfAW BoU the same Jen.*," the 11/oetere ot the Preartoter.

DAI! 1IUH ULXLAHIItR, sadshe Medahiea. at the Red Ctacre Par
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it in many places, and furm dharp point*
which break the amoutlines* of the turf.

The house is square, with a very low

roof, designed to resist the strong wind.)
which might sweep it away in this nar

row gorge. The mountains, so close at

hand, deepen tin* impression of wild

loneliness; a plain, no .matter how bar-

ren, could not give, to the same degree
the delightful sensation of being absolu

tely alone.
A stone wall and a laurel hedge sur-

round my now home. The garden,
abandoned for a long while, is nothing
but a tangle of luxuriant venlure and
of straggling rose-bushes. Still it has

preserved its former character, in cspito
of this neglect and disorder. Tho

lodge also charmed me with its furni-

ture of the First Empire, and its old

keeper. Francoise, who can only eqxiak
a language strongly marked by the pat-
ois of the mountains

1 was eager to take possession of this
place so much in accord with my tastes,
and I settled myself here with no other

company than the old woman and Paul,
my.valet, to pass the summer and the
autumn far away from Paris.

Robinson Crusoe finding the footprints
<»n his island could not have been more

amazed than 1 was this morning. I had

gone out upon a voyage of discovery in

•my new property. Upon the north my

garden is bounded by a grove which has

become almost impenetrable. I had not

yet carried my explorations thus far,
•but to-day 1 decided to go into the

thicket. Ry vigorous blows with my
cane I succeeded in breaking out a path
for myself. 1 went for ward, very slow-

ly, not without scratching my hands on

the thorns, when audder/y my cane,
having cut- through a last screen, met
'with no further resistance. I was tat

the end of the grove. My foot slipped.
I found myself on the edge of a narrow

ditch half-full of rubbish and decaying
leaves. Beyond this ditch, 1 saw a care-

fully kept law’ll, shaded by oaks and
chesnut tree?; still farther f could see

a path, flower 1 bed*, an arbor, and, still

farther off, a white house with green
blinds.

I had some neighbours! Yes, and

with my own hands 1 had impudently
broken down the natural barrier which

separated them from me! 1 remember-
ed that ..Pa-pl, in.Y valet , openly opposed
to our stay iji.the country, had said:

‘‘Monsieur is living close to crazy peo-
ple! There are some strange folks
right near us, whom no one cares to

see. and who do not visit anybody/*
That white house, was no doubt, the

place where an unfortunate had

come to hide the sad disease of one of

its memliers 1 was considering the

matter in this way. when lowering my

eyes, I was amazed by a most- surpris-
ing sight. For a moment I thought
that 1 might Im* the victim of hallucina-

tion; that this was merely the memory

of bygone days. But no, these person-

ages were real, and not called into

being by the aspect of the scene in

which they moved.

One of those engravings which had

delighted my childhood was living again
before my eyes. A few steps distant

from me, under the shade of a fir-tree,
a very old man was sitting in a rolling-
chair. His large, body, wasted and bow-

ed down, was wrapped in a dressing-
gown. 1-ong locks of silvery white hair

escaped from his velvet skull-cap. His

cheek*, were hollow, his lips contracted,
but his eyes were still bright. This old

man seemed to be unnaturally aged. He

must b** one hundred years old. Near

him a young woman, blond, rosy, smil-
ing. was seated upon a caiup-atool, and

it was she who made the picture so

extraordinary.
She was dressed in the garb of fifty-

odd years ago; shoes with buskins,
showing white stockings; a red poplin
dress, very short-waistvd; broad leg of-

mutton sleeves; white mittens upon her

hands, and her hair drawn up in two

high loops.
My clear Athenais,” said the old man

in a voice which was still firm, ‘‘it makes
me anxious to see the youth of our

Monette buried alive in this lonely
place.”

“Do nut Im* troubled about her,” Ath-
enais replied. “Monette is hftppv here.”

“1 do not know. You are still beau-

tiful and still charming; but, after all.
our vears must Im* considered, and the

Foeiety of t>p old people cannot be v<*ry
livelv lor a young girl.”

‘‘Do not Im* anxious as to Monette.

Siu* loves you.”
(,'crlaiulv she does; but there is one

thing which me sad, and of which

I have wanted to speak to you for some

time. Is there nothing between you
•nd her which keep* you asunder V 9

The tittle lady in red laughed gaily.
“There is nothing whatever to separ-

ate us,” she said. “What makes you
anxious?"

“Why do I never see you together?"
“Oh! Monette has her own occupa-

tions ami I have mine; and so as not to

leave you alone we divide the pleasure
of being with you.”

“But at meals "

“You know that the doctor has put
me on a diet, and to be present, at meals
would be very annoying to me. But as

you want to see Monette 1 will bring
her to you.”

She rose, tenderly kissed the old
man's forehead, and went away.

Halfway to the house a servant was

waiting for her.
"

She said a few words
to him and he came at once to the old
man, who asked:

“Have you seen my granddaughter?”
“Mademoiselle is in the parlour, as I

just told Madame, who was looking for

her."

1 had kept hidden in my thicket, hav-

ing decided, I must own, to continue my
indiscretion. What was the meaning of
this comedy? Was it possible that this
adorable figure of a grandmother in the

flush of youth was merely the result of

some fleeting, caprice of a deranged
mind? Was Paul right, and were my
neighbours insane?

Were they all insane? The centenar-
ian who, in speaking to the young wo-

man had said: “We must consider our

years; we are both old folks!" That

Athenais disguised as an antique port-
rait! The. very servant who seemed to

consider all things natural!
A few minutes passed by. The inva-

lid did not speak. Leaning forward, be

was watching for Monette. At last she

appeared. She came running and sing-
ing,’ She, at least, had nothing strange
about her. ,She was dressed verv simply
in a muslin blouse and a white linen

frock. A large garden bat covered her

head, half shading her face. She kissed
the old man and said:

“Dear grandfather, grandmother told
me that you were asking for me.”

“Grandmother!" Then Monette, also,
must be insane! Why did she call that
blond, rosv Athenais, “grandmother"?

When Monette raised her head I near-

ly cried out. Underneath the large hat
I seemed to, recognise the blue eyes,
light hair and pretty smite, of the im-

probable grandmother.
,

Had I made some inv.qlipntary more-

ment?--Had a cyaeking of branches
or a rustling of the foliage alarmed Mo-

nette? Her eves, all at once anxious,
turned in mv direction. I thought that

I was completely hidden bv the brambles

but I was mistaken. The young girl
turned pale, and called in a distressed
tone. of voice:

“Eusebe! Eusebe!”
The servant had turned back toward

the house upon Monette’s arrival, and

he now came running to her.

I did not care to be hunted like a

wild beast or driven away like a tramp,
and so 1 jumped .across the ditch and
boldtv came forward, saying:

“Madam, I hope that you will pardon
me!"

I do not think that I look like a crim-
inal, yet Monette's pretty face still kept
its expression of fear, and Eusebe looked
at me in a threatening way. The inva-
lid was the only one who seemed to

regard mv abrupt.intrusion as a natural

thing. Bowing to me with the greatest
of courtesy he said:

"No doubt vou have lost your way,
sir. If it will be agreeable to vou to
take the road bv crossing our garden. I
shall be happv to show you the way.”

I thanked him, and owned that a voy-
age of discovery m. my new property had
ted me astrav.

•'What, sir!" exclaimed the old man.

“Are we neighbours? I am delighted to

hear it. The solitude in which we live—-

and which is dear to us—far from being
disturbed, will be made more agreeable
by the pleasant relations which we can

establish with you."

But if the invalid was pleased by the
new interest which my coming wopld
bring into bis life, Mlle. Monette seemed
to be dismayed, and Eusebe shook his
head impatiently.

“Sir," resumed tht* old man, “I want to
receive you in -a more hospitable manner

than is possible in this corner of t-lte

garden. Let me have the pleasure of

seeing you in my house. Monette, go

first, infotin 'your trr»rtdnir>?i.er. «'•• t h"g
her to come down to tt\e parlour. Eusebe,
be so good as to wheel me back"I'd Hie
hou-o.”

The servant shrugged hU shoulders in

a way which evidently meant: “What
am 1 to do?" Mbe. Monette looked at

me with a troubted air, and 1 could
easily read upon ner mobile laee: “If
he would only retuse!” Hut T had no

idea of refusing. On the contrary. 1

accepted tlie invitation with a leaumess

for which the old man thanked me warm-

»y ■ '
“I see, sir,” he said, “that you are not

a man to stand upon useless ceremony,
and that pleases me. Besides, I am sure

that you are an agreeable man. I am a

physiognomist, and I read your character
at once. My age is really terrible to

think of, sir! My life is prolonging it-
self beyond all natural limits. 1 am near-

ly one hundred years old. . Yes, a cen-

tury weighs upon my head. How many
more years shall 1 sec? It must be left
to the mercy of Providence. I have given
my heart to my dear little Monette, my
granddaughter, for she is my only survi-
ving child. But ’she is not alone in

cheering my last days. You will see

my dear sister, Athenais, an angel of

beauty and kindness. She has been the

tenderest of mothers to Monette, who

has long been an orphan, and Monette

■calls her grandmother. God gave back
my sister to me after a dreadful trial—”

Almost involuntarily I glanced ques-
tioningly at Eusebe, who turned away his
head. He, also, was an old man, but still
robust. He pushed the rolling chair
without effort.

Monette had gone first and her white

dress soon disappeared at the turn of the

path. We found the young girl, a few-

minutes later, standing by a casement

window., Eusebe rolled the chair into the

parlour, where I followed it, and was

charmed to find that there, even more

than in my own house, I was surrounded

by suggestions of a period very dear to

me.

“Many years ago,” said the old man,

“I built and furnished this house. How

the time passes! I have lived here for

most of my life, and I no longer go

away. Monette, will not your grand-
mother give us the pleasure of seeing
her?”

“No, grandfather, she begs you to ex-

cuse lief. She has a sick, headache, and

is .lying down.” ri . , ,
“These attacks,” said the old man,

“'are .very frequent, and so sudden. She

has been in the sun without her hat.

Well, my good neighbour, we shall

■meet again, :in<J if you will come

back some day, to-morrow,, for' instance,

you will become acquainted with my
sister. But I have not told you my
name! I am Baron Raoul d’Outreval.”

Eusebe had left us, and now returned

bringing refreshments which Mlle. Mon-

ette served with grace. She seemed to

be reassured and answered my questions

freely. I learned that she' loved to paint

flowers, to read romances, and to em-

broider.

1 was glad to receive these confidences,

and rose to go, saying that I meant to

come again very soon. Then Mlle. Mon-

ette’s face grew troubled!, and -she again

became cold and formal.

I waited a few days before calling
again, so that there might be a decent

interval between my visits, and one

morning Paul handed me a letter which

Eusebe had just brought to him: The

letter was short, and although there was

nothing strange or unusual in it, the

signature made me still more eager to

pierce the mystery presented by my

neighbours, even. though that mystery

might be explained by insanity. This is

what 1 read:
"Sir; Will you give us the pleasure pf

coming to dine, with us, without any

ceremony, this evening? Pardon the

lateness of this invitation. I did not

want to miss your visit, as I dijl the

other day, and" I take advantage of a

good day granted to me by my capric-
ious ■ health. Come quite simply, as a

neighbour. • ■ ;
Athenais d’Outreval.”

■ Athenais! Athenais the little lady, in

red, the grandmother of twenty, the

charming portrait of an earlier time

come down from its frame. She bad
written to me, invited me, promised to

meet me. She was real. 1 fell that

she Could not be a lunatic. The tone

of .this tetter, the very writing, orderly
and regular, had nothing suggesting a

deranged mind*. . > ; . i

I accepted with eagerness. I fold tny
horrified valet where 1 was going, and

directed him to help me with my toilet,
which I wanted to have decent >tnd be-.

coming. For Monette, or for .Athenais?
J scarcely knew for which.'

What an evening. Had I been

dreaming, or waa, I, also, insane.

even more insane than these ghosts who
entertained me? I was received in th<
old parlour by M. d’Outreval and Athen-
ais. Upon, seeing her it was hard" for
me not to show my surprise, not so

much at her antique costume, for 1 waa

prepared for this, but ut her resem-

blance to Monette. '

M. d’Outreval guessed my thought.
Gutting short th 6 commonplaces of our

meeting, he exclaimed gaily:
“f see that you are wondering at the

strong resemblance between my grand-
daughter and Athenais. You will see

them both, very soon. Has not Monette

come home Find out, Athenais, and
tell her that our neighbour is here.”

“1 will look for her,” said Athenais
And she went away, smilingly, appear-
ing so flinch at ease" ih her ancient dress
that it no longer seemed strange. M.
d’Outreval told me that half an hour

before my arrival a woman from the
village had come to ask help for a

wounded ehild. Monette had gone
there at onee. She was' a skilful and
highly courageous nurse.

“She is not like Athenais, who faints

at seeing a cut,” said the old man with
an indulgent laugh. Athenais soon came

back, alone.

“How provoking it is,“ she said.
’“Here is a message which Monette has
sent by a little boy.” And she read:

“Sit down at the table without wait-
ing for me. The wound is serious, and
I have sent for a doctor. -I must stay
to help him. Send Eusebe for me in the
evenirig." ‘ '

“It is a foolish business,” muttered
M. d’Outreval. “Send for her at onee.”

Athenais shook her head and sighed.
“It would be useless,” she said. “You

know very well that she would not
come. She is very obstinate, and as

you have let her have her own way
”

“There, there, my dear, you yourself
spoil her just as much as I do, so do hot
scold me. Het us yield once more to

this child, especially as what she is do-

ing this evening is very good and chari-
table.”

So we sat down to the table without

Monette waited upon by Eusebe, whom
Athenais directed to keep a cold supper
for the young girl. She herself ate

searbely anything, and yet, every time
that he saw her take up a dish, M;

became anxious, and said
earnestly: ' . <. ■

“Do remember’that -you are on-a diet.
Yoii will suffer for this to-morrow and
will punish me bV not coming to the
table any more.*- It is only because you
are our guest, sir, that my sister has

consented to come to a meal.”

“My sister!” That slight little crea-

ture the sister of this centenarian! My
valet was certainly right. These people
were both insane.' I was distressed, and
regretted having come. Still; the re-

markable young woman talked well

with a sweet musical voice. She ques-
tioned me about my occupations and my
solitary life.

I did not notice that the meal wai

over until T saw Athenais rise. Indeed,
I had eaten so absent-mindedly; engross-
ed in studying the words and faces of
my hosts, that I bad not observed the

different courses. 1 offered my arm to

Athenais, while Eusebe pushed the in-

valid’s. rolling chair. I felt that the lit-

tle hand leaning upon my arm trembled
and seemed to hold me back- I paused
and turned my eyes towards the pretty
face, now very pate - under: the light
curls. A quiet gesture warned me to

be prudent. Then, in a low tone, lean-

ing so close, to me that her hair touched

me, Athenais said: ■
"'To-morrow morning, at-seven o’clock,

be in your grove, near the ditch.”
Before I could accept this strange ap-

pointment, ’ she left me,' and, going to

the invalid, began to talk to him very
quickly, and rather feverishly.

For the rest of the' evening, which I

thought it discreet to shorten, I could
not ‘catch her eyes. She only spoke to

me with an effort, and in my bewilder-
ment,'not knowing what to think. I felt
that the mystery was growing deeper
and deeper. I took my leave before
Mlle. Monette’s return, Eusebe having
already gone to bring her home.

In my haste ’l wont earlier (han tba

time appointed, and was prepared
wait.* But, impatient as 1 was, she was,

undoubtedly, even more so, for I saw «

light dress in the distance, and quieken-
cd niylpace. • • : J

•‘I thank you for coming here,” said
Athennis’s sweet voice, while she held

oiit her little hitnd td me; I pressed her

Hand gently,'’joyful And perplexed, al-

ready partly gtiessing the 1 truth. It win

indeed Albcnaia who- was smiling at 'nm,
but Athenais in modern dress without
the monumental arrangement of hwj
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hair, and In this Athenais I recognised
Monette.

“There!” she said with a sigh, “I did

not want you to think me crazy, be-

sides, I saw plainly that you had your
suspicions.”

I owned that this had been the ease

upon niy first visit, but that last even-

ing Athenais had played her part so

perfectly, and the absence of Monette,
detained by a wounded child, had seern-

so natural, that my suspicions had be-

gun to fade away.

“It : annoyed me a good deal,”
said Monette, “to be forced to

invent a story which made me pose as

an angel of charity at the very time

■when I was playing a comedy. But

■what could Ido or say ? lam obliged to

lie all the time. Either Athenais must

explain Monette’s absence or Monette

make excuse for Athenais. I regret, sir,
that I have been forced to tell you my

secret, our secret —for old Eusebe and
all our good servants help me to play

my part. I was in despair the other

day—l awn it—when you appeared in
our garden and I saw that we had a

neighbour. At last I made up my mind,
and decided that .any best course would

be to see you, and to try to find out what

sort of a man you were, and whether

I could trust you.”

Monette spoke with that quiet assur-

ance, that frank self-possession which

spring from a lonely li.ff and absolute ig-
norance of the .world, when, indeed, those

circumstances do not produce a contrary
extreme of shyness and distrust. Mon-

ette’s.eyes met mine frankly, and she

was evidently trying to read my inmost

thoughts. But it- was really I who read

her thoughts, and - I was profoundly af-

fected. In all sincerity I as ured her of

mv discretion and devot’on.

“Yes,.yes,” she said, nodding her head,
"I saw last night that you wight be-

come our friend. And so 1 am no long r

annoyed to have you for a neighbour.
On the contrary, when I woke this morn-

ing I did not have my usual feeling of

being all alone and frightened. That

feeling comes to me every morning, but

J shake it off.”
“Oh! Mademoiselle Monette,” I said

to her, “I am your friend, your friend

■with all my heart. It seems to me as

if we had known each other for centur-

ies. And- now, perhaps you* will, tell me

your story?” ...... _■

“It will not be long. J have been an

orphan almost ever since my birth, . 1

was ■ placed in a convent.- when very

young, and stayed, there until I yvas

seventeen years old. I came here to

spend my vacation with mv .grandfather
and my great-aunt, Athenais. .

"Grandfather adored me. He had lost

all his children and gave me all his ten-

derness; I should not say that he loved

even more his sister, Athenais, many

years older than himself, and who had

brought him up. They had never left

each other.. . Aunt Athenais, whom I

called grandmother, had remained single
bo as to.stay with her brother.

“Perhaps you may think that my va-

cations were dull and sad with these

two old people. Not at all. Their

hearts and minds were stili young, and,

despite their many bereavements, they-
were serenely happy. Two years, ago I

■was sent for in haste.- Aunt Athenais

had suddenly died.

“I reached here overwhelmed by this

death.. Still, this was not my heaviest
trial. I found grandfather insane. H s

reason, which, until then, had remained

so clear and well assured, had given way.

under the new grief. Ah! I lived some

dreadful weeks. But at seventeen years
old, however sorrowful one may be,
there come moments of relief, and, at

sueh a time, haying gone intg a room

where several chests were,piled, I took a

motion to open one of .them. I found

that it was; full of Aunt Athenais’s
dresses, those which she had worn when
she was a young girl. I did not resist

the wish to fry, on one of these dresses.
It fitted me very well. I finished my

disguise-by putting my hair very high,
according to the old fashion, and I was

posing in front of; a mirror when I heard

behind me a loud cry, ami then the fall
of a body; I ;

"Grandfather; whom 1 had left asleep,
had come out from his room, and, see-

ing an open door, he had entered. , IJe
lav there,on the floor as if dead. I call-
ed for help. Without thinking to change
my dress I helped.to carry grandfather
and to i.-'--;:e him on his bed. He soon

came to himself, and, upon seeing mo,

Caught hold of m,v hands and began to

weep, calling me Athena is.
“‘I. knew very well,’ he said, ‘that

you were only asleep. And there you
•re. just as you were in old days.’

•‘When the doctor came, he said that

this crisis might be favourable, but that

it was very important not to oppose or

contradict grandfather. The illusion

which made him take me for his sister,
would not last; it would pass away of

itself when the fever subsided. Until

then it would be necessary to humour

grandfather’s hallucination.
"Alas! That hallucination still con-

tinues. He has never regained the entire

use of his limbs or of his reason. Poor

dear grandfather! He only leaves his
bed for his armchair, from which he is

no longer able to rise. His legs are

hall paralysed; his hallucination has

never waned; he believes that Athena s

is still living with him; and, in order’
not to destroy this beautiful dream,
which. will be the last joy of his life, I

am forced to play a comedy which never

ends.

“Tn legard to everything except his

.sisters’ resurrection, grandfather reasons

with just as much clearness and good
sense aS’ ever. And if you only knew

what ingenuity I have to employ to

keep from insisting upon the presence of

Athenais and Monette at tlie same time!

But the explanation which we give as

to our absences satisfy him.

“When I am fairly at my wit’s end I

pack Monette off to pass a week at her

convent, where they want to see her.

That gives a respite of a few days dur-

ing which Athenais no longer has to

make excuses for the movements of her

nieee. It is not always easy to play
my part, and sometimes I am much

troubled, but I feel that my poor grand-
father owes his last joys to me, and I

believe that our dear lost one blesses
me for giving them to him, and inspires
me.

“Now you understand how terrible

the coining of a stranger seemed to rhe.

But you are no longer a stranger, sir,
since you know my secret. You will

not betray it; and, in case of need you
will help me—will you not?”

How ean I describe the emotion which
I had felt in hearing this story?

~

I

promised to be a faithful, discreet friend,
ready to serve Monette and her unfor-
tunate grandfather to the extent of my
power. But how could I help her, ex-

cept, perhaps, by giving her the moral

support of my affection? I say, affec-

tion. The word friendship would poorly
express the sentiments inspired bv mv

sweet, melancholy, and courageous little
neighbour.

Two davs after the dinner I went to see

my neighbours again. It was at even-

ing. After a day' of intense heat a cool

and fragrant breeze tvas blowing, and so

I thought I should find M. d’Outreval

and his granddaughter in the garden,
but I reached the house without meet-

ing them. The long windows of the par-
lours were open, and the notes of a

song, accompanied on the pianoforte,
made me go slowly, that I might not

disturb the singer. From the old fash-

ioned character of the melody and the

words I understood that poor Monette
was plaving her part as a phantom, and
I stayed upon the threshold until the

song was ended.

The invalid’s head was leaning upon

his breast and his eves were closed. Mo-

nette, or, rather Athenais, dressed in a

gown of pale green organdie, could not

see me front her place, and I looked at

her with much pleasure. A little em-

broidered scarf half covered her should-

ers, and a flowered ribbon surrounded

her waist. Ah! What an exquisite
portrait of other days. She turned, and

uttered a low e.rv:

“Oh! You frightin me.”

M. d’Outreval opened his eyes, drew

himself up, and welcomed roe with a

pleasant smile. But I noticed that he

had an expression of weariness greater
than when I' had last seen him. He

also looked paler, and had gray shadows

on His face, which made me anxious. Th

reply to my friendly questions as to his

health, he complained of much fatigue,
an dof a snese of heaviness in his whole

bodv. I iaw that Monette’s eyes were

full of distress. Then T tried to explain
Jiis feelings by the state of the atmos-

phere; lint the old than shook his head

incredulously.
'‘Nd. no; I do not feel at all well. I

asked >nv dear 'Atlienais to give me

some music. Her voice has always been

sweet and quieting to me. To-dav I

have had a great vexation: my little

Monette has left ns for several days.
She lifts gone to seo the nuns who

brought her up. These ladies arc some-

times. very anxious to sec her, and T

dare, hoti object to her visit to the con-

vent* ’lt is well that nhe should have

the aid of friends and protectors after

w< have gone. The future often trouldes

me, presenting itself to me in dark
■■■ j . I ■

colours, and I fall to wondering what

will become of Monette.”
After a moment's silence the old man

continued:

"Heaven be thanked, as to the pecu-

niary point of view I have no reason to

be anxious. My fortune and my sister’s
will be added to that which my grand-

daughter received from her parents; but

this very fact may expose her to greater
dangers. I fear that she may become

the victim of some man unworthy of

her, and it grieves me not to be able

to choose for her husband the proper

man to love and protect her. Unfortu-

nately, I have given up all relations
with the world; our family is extinct.”

“My dear brother, do not give your-
self needless alarm about a child,” said

Athenais.

I looked at her. Her cheeks wore

crimson. Standing near the piano, she

arranged and rearranged the portfolios
of music with impatient gestures.

“Mlle. Monette,” 1 said, “is too charm-

ing not to be loved.”
“I think so,” exclaimed M. d’Outreval,

while Athenais, still more deeply crim-

son, turned away. “It is indeed true

that she is entrancing, and so gentle
and good. But, real Iv, sir, you scarcely
know her. You barely had a glimpse of
her at the time of your first visit, and,
shall 1 own it, 1 have heartily cuirsed

these various accidents which have kept
her away whenever yon have been hero.

Let me tell you, sir, that you are per-

fectly sympathetic to me, and I cannot

help thinking, since I have had the plea-
sure of knowing you, that heaven itself

has led you so near to us.”

“But ” began poor Athenais, quite
out of countenance.

“Let me speak, my dear. I am very

near to the end of my course, near im-

pose, and 1 have no more time to waste

in diplomatic cleverness. All that our

new friend has told me of his family

and himself has only confirmed my first

very favourable impression of him.

On the other side, my dear sister,

we are compelled to think of the

future destiny of a dear child from whom

at any moment our support may be with-

drawn. These are sufficient reasons to

give me the courage to own the romance

which I have been building. Monette

knows nothing of this romance, and will

know nothing, unless our friend approves
of it, and so her dignity is perfectly se-

cure. Will you pardon my frankness,

my dear neighbour’?”'
I' did not dare to look at the young

girl. I was now almost a* much em-

barrassed as she was, and I inwardly
cursed the terrible old man. I freed my-

self, as well as I could by entire frank-

ness. I owned that until then I had

never had seriously thought of marriage,
and I did not eonceal the value which I

attached to my freedom as a bachelor.

But I added that no man can tell how

completely his feelings may change in a

single day, and that Mlle. Monette, more

than anybody else, seemed capable of

working wonders of this sort. Then with-

out allowing the old man to linger, I

left this dangerous subject, and turned

the conversation into quite a different

direction. But Monette was long in re-

covering her composure, and I believe

that she devoted me to the infernal pow-

ers.

I made my visit brief, fearing that M.

d’Outreval would return to liis matri-

monial projects, ami went home think-

ing of Monette’s blushing confusion and

of her 'charming prettiness in that an-

tique costume. Her grandfather’s words

haunted me, and I reflected upon them

without anger. Was he not right? Was

it not strange and providential that 1

should have eoine here, in a misanthropic
mood; and have read the notice. “Eor

Sale/’ ~jh the old iron fence of "The

Desert’"? And as I looked back upon

my life, did it .not. seem prophetic that

in my, childhood I should have grown to

love a period which, one day I was to

find sq strangely personified by this

lovely, phantom with the light hair?

Was.it my fate which was waiting for

me here, ami which had signalled to me

from so far away?
What a night! 1 had scarcely fallen

asleep when a violent knocking at the

front door brought, me to my feet. I

heard Paul running downstairs from

hiss room, ami Franeoise’s high voice cry-
ing, "Alas!” 1 ran to my window, but

the night wiis dark. A warm wiud drift-
ed tin* low, inky clouds, which were torn

from time to time,, by flashes of light-
ning.

I could not distinguish the person who

lull! knocked, and I did uot recognise the

voice which was answering my valet's

questions. 1 culled:

"Who is there?. What is wanted?"

“Oh, sir, can you come? M. d’Outres

val is dying. Madeino sella has sent me

to bring you.”
A few moments later I joined Mo-

nette’s messenger.
"Come quickly, sir,” said this man.

“The poor gentleman is very low, and
Mademoiselle is greatly alarmed. Kusp-
be is with her. If you know the way,
sir, 1 will not go with you, but will hur-

ry to the village to bring the priest.”'
“Go, go.”
In spite of my haste. I could only go

very slowly, groping, striking myself
against trees, and scratching my hands

against brambles; but at last I reached

the house. There was nobody in the
vestibule, and I went up-tails counting
on the sounds of voices to guide me. At

the end of the hall a door was open and

1 saw Eusebe. I called to him in a low

tone, and he said:

“Oh! It is you, sir. He has asked

for you several times.”

M. d’Outreval was lying upon a very
low bed, with his head prepped up by
pillows. His eyes were closed, and he

breathed heavily through his half-closed

lips. Leaning over the old man, trying
to warm his cold hands with her kisses,
Monette, through her tears, exclaimed:

“Grandfather, do not leave ine. Grand-

father, look at me. Speak to me.”

The dying man raised his eyelids, but

lie was not looking for his granddaugh-
ter, He saw me, recognised me, and mur-

mured :

“At last. Thanks!”

I leaned over him beside Monette, and

his face was again lighted by a smile. 1

felt his iev hand grasp mine.

"I am happy,” he said feebly. "I am

going U> meet once more all those whom

I have loved—all—my dear wife, my
children, my good Athenais—yes, Athen-

ais is dead; 1 know it now! Yesterday
I seemed to’seo her near me, and Mo-

nette was away. Ido Hot understand

it; no, I do not understand it. ‘ But I'

know that Athenais'is dead. This even-

ing, as I was going to sleep, I saw her.'

She called to me’ and that awoke me,

and since—since

lie paused, out of breath. Monette
tenderly raised him up.

“I wanted to know,” continued the

old man, "I wanted to ask you—after
my death Monette Will be alone—all

alone, and I fear for her.”
1 understood hini, 'and then.

’

even if

Monette had been less cliarhiing, even if

1 had not loved her, I 'Could not have

resisted the heart-rending prayer of

that dying gaze which sought mine, of

those iey fingers which clung to me. I

held out my hand. Monette, without
hesitation.' laid her hand in mine. I

said:
“Do yon wish to confide Monette’s

happiness to me. sir? Will you give us

your blessing?”

A gleam of joy transfigured his face.

He made an effort to raise his hand:

“Bless you, iny
"

He did nob

finish. His arm dropped. He was dead.

Two days had passed after M. d’Out-

roviil’s death. By a common consent

Monette and I had avoided any refer-

ence to the promise made to her grand-

father. Bn' at last. I ventured to say:

“Dear, dear Monette, now will you lie

mine?”
She checked me with a l>eseeching tone

of voice:
“Oil. do not speak so Do you sup-

pose that I want to take advantage of

the generous impulse which led you t.O

yield to the wish of a dying man? Did

you not understand wi-en I put my hand

in.yours that I only did if to calm grand-
father. to reassure him. You are free,
do not be anxious about me, they will

receive me at the convent."

I did not insist. Monette might have

refused to believe my protests. I want-

ed to prove to her that 1 loved her;-

that since our first meeting her charm,

her confidence, her sweetness, and brav-

ery had conquered me.

I went home. I gathered together my
record of all that had passed since our

first meeting. I tc.ok it to her and said:

"Bead these page*, written from day
to day without a thought that you
would ever see them. And when you'
have read them, tell me frankly if you
still think that I am merely obeying my

promise to a dying man when I ask

von again. Monette, will you l*e my
wife?”

“Sinn- it r :im that you love

1 cannot tell i«m ! • » happy I am t«

know it.'

Such was the t.nkwi r in Monette**

handwriting, which I have read again

amt again. What could 1 add whreta
would more fitly’ end this love story?
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Music and Drama

sir J. C. Williamson's Musical Com-
edy Company on Saturday night, at

Auckland, will present for the first time

in New Zealand “The Prince of Filsen,”

a musical play which has had a long
run of success in England and America,
and which has also recently met with
great favour in Berlin and Paris. It is

said to be a very bright and amusing
entertainment, likely to exactly hit the

tastes of those with whom musical com-

edy is so popular, as it is brimful of fine
choruses, eccentric dances, splendid bal-

lets, humorous dialogue and “business’’

which is always provocative of the hearti-

est of laughter. The entire cast as at

present seen in “'The Red Mill” will be

utilised in “The Prince of Pilsen,” and

in addition the favourite young comedian,
Mr. Harold Parkes, will appear in an

amusing “Johnny” part, familiarised to

many by G. I’. Huntley. The piece will

run for a week, and will then be replaced
by “The Belle of New York” for the last

six night.s of the season.

Jt Jt

One of the principal features in “The

iTinee of Pilsen,” to be presented by Mr.

J. C. Williamson’s Musical Comedy Com-

pany at His Majesty’s, Auckland, on Sat-
urday next, will be “The Song of the

Cities." For its complete rendition sev-

eral attractive, willowy-formed girls ap-

pear costumed to represent the principal
Australasian cities, amongst which are

included Auckland, Wellington, Christ-
church and Dunedin, whilst Miss Olive
Godwin sings verses specially appertain-
ing to each place. This novel item proved
an enormous success in Melbourne and

Svdnev.
.

‘

Jt

Mr. John Ford, one of the principal
comedians in "The Red Mill,” is stated
to be the acknowledged finest eccentric
dancer of America. He was specially en-

gaged by Mr. Williamson in New York

to play the part in which he is U9W

nightly seen to so much advantage.

\ js J*

Mr. Edward Nable, a popular come-

dian on the Australian side, arrived in
'Auckland on Monday last in order to be

ready to appear jn the important part, of

lehabod Bronson in “The Belle of New
York," which Mr. J. 0. Williamson’s
Musical Comedy Company intend pro-

ducing the last week of their season.

Jt J*

Laughter. free, fresh, clean, and quits
uncontrollable, has followed the advent

of Miss Lancashire, Ltd., at the Opera
House, Auckland, where Miss Baines
made her first appearance on Boxing

Night before a packed and entirely de-

lighted audience. Nothing better from a

mirth-provoking point of view has been

seen in New Zealand than Miss Baines
herself, and she more than amply atones

for the very serious shortcomings of the

company, which, save the mark, ’’sup-

port her." Miss Baines is unique. Save

Maggie Moore at her brightest and best,
there is. no one with whom one can com-

pare her: no one she reminds one of.
But the genius of these two is akin in

that both compel you to laugh wifh
them and that you forget entirely that

they are acting. One might spend a

multitude of wo»ds in praise of Miss

Baines, and in regretting the poverty of

the company who surround her, but it

is entirely medless. We can instead,

emphatically advise everyone who has a

chance to see Miss Baines as Alary
Ellen.

Tin first production of Mr and Mrs

Oscar Asche (Miss Lily Brayton), who

conn to Australia next May for a si\
months* tour, will Im- the new play which
Mrs Norreys Connell, in conjunction with
Mr Asehe himself, has adapted from Aft
Stanley Weyman's popular novel, “Count

Hannibal.” A company of twenty five

people, and the accessories for six differ-

ent productions, will be travelled.

Mr. Julius Knight, who re appeared at
the Sydney Theatre Royal last Saturday
night in J. Williamson's production of
“’The Sign of the Cro«»,” began his pre-
sent tour of Australia in February, 1907.

This will be his third visit to Sydney
during his current starring engagement,
which is said to be one of the most profit-
able that the firm has undertaken.

Jl J»

One of the most enjoyable comedies
ever introduced to Australians by J. C.
Williamson—“Mrs Wiggs of the Cabbage
Patch”—finished its mission of laughter-
provoking in Auckland early last week,
and the principals took ship for Suva,
there to join the American liner for San

Francisco.

J« J*

When “The Sign of the Cross” was

first produced in St. Louis (U.S.A.) by
Wilson Barrett, the author, who later

visited Australia, was in financial diffi-

culties, and the piece was regarded as a

risk. It proved, however, such a suc-

cess that in three years, from 1904, its

author had wiped off debts totalling
£70,00P. and by 1899 the profits totalled
to two managements £170,000- Seven

The cler actress, whose farce, c‘Misa
Lancashire. Limited,” is the most laugh-
ter-provoking production recently seen

in the Dominion.

English companies at one time toured

with it in English provinces. In one

year £3OOO was realised from the sale of

the hymn “Shepherd of Souls.” Miss
Maud Jeffries and Mr Barrett appeared
iu the original production.

.a

Miss Ola Humphrey’s last appearance
with the company of Julius Enormous

was marked by the ovations of a thin

house (writes the “Bulletin’’). Few had
the courage to face a procession of em-

blazoned platitudes such ns “The Lady
of Lyons’’ affords, just to “so-long”
the popular, sweet-voiced lady, but

those that had the courage made enough
noise to induce a suspicion that they held

proxies for thousands of absentees. They
banged their hands mightily, and, at the
end. declared a dividend of four vegetable
trophies. Julius rescued the greenery
and subtly ribboned basket work; which
clone, he placed them at the feet of the

star, and then retired, leaving the smil-

ing lady in full enjoyment of his lime-
light. Such heroic unselfishness can Ju-
lius display ou occasion.

“The DoHar Princess." secured fur

Australia by Mr. J. C. Williamson dur-

ing bis recent visit to Europe, is said
to have attracted the largest audiences

of any musical piece produced on tha

Continent since “The Merry Widow.”
“The Dollar Princess” is described aa »

threc-act comic opera, written by Herr
A. M. Willner and Herr F. Grunbaum,
with music by Dr. Leo Fall. The adapta-
tion is by Mr. Basil Hood.

J* JK

George Wombwell, the founder of
“Wombwell’s Great Menagerie,” and in
his day one of the most famous show-
men on earth, is now, at the age of

90 and odd, an inmate of the Edmonton
Workhouse (England). A sudden and

baffling disease smote his live-stock a few
years ago, and the animals died off like

Bombay plague subjects. Within six

months Wombwell lost £4,000 worth of

man-eating quadrupeds. Four hyenas
expired in a single night. The next day
£5OO worth of elephant crashed to earth
and never arose. Also many of his trick
horse and ponies forded the Styx with
horrid suddenness and an air of mystery.
When the hand of Death was lifted from
the tents of Wombwell, their owner was

a disheartened and financially broken

man. He got a fresh stock together on

borrowed money, but his old “drive-” was

gone. The Mysterious Horror of the

past haunted him unceasingly. His nerve

had left him. He had lost his pluck. He

felt that the priceless carnivora that
were here to-day might be on the Zoo

carcase cart to-morrow, and so he let

things slide. It is a sad and unusual end

foi one who neither drank, smoked, nor

swore at any period of his life, and was

wont to take over £2OO a night at the

box office when in his prime.

Jt J*

Mr Ernest Toy will be inaugurating,
a concert tour of New Zealand, under

the direction of Mr Leslie D. Miller, com-

mencing at Invercargill about the 18th
prox. It will be within the recollection
of musical people that Mr Toy toured

New Zealand when quite a youth, some

ten years ago, with great success.

The managers of some of the most

fashionable theatres, in Paris are con-

sidering the advisability of arranging for
the service of dinners in the theatres.
The example was set some months ago

by the managers of the Opera, who ar-

ranged with Paillard, the well-known res-

taurateur, to serve light suppers between
the acts. The arrangement has been so

successful that at the recent performance
of Wagner’s “Gotterdammerung”—be-
tween the acts of which there were waits
of as long a-s an hour and a-half—hun-
dreds of people sat down at gaily decor-

ated dinner tables between the cast in the
refreshment room at the Opera. Elabor-

ate dinners were served, most of the

diners having ordered the meal when the
opera began. It seems quite likely that
iu Paris people will shortly invite their

friends to dinner at any playhouse where
a successful piece is being presented.

J*

It is not an uncommon occurrence for

an actress to lose her jewels, but not

every actress can boast of having been
stuck up by train robbers. Miss Mere-

dro, Meynell and Gunn’s “principal boy”
of the “Cinderella” pantomime, who is an

American, was travelling on a Western

line in the States when the train was

“held up.” Three armed men proceeded
to “clean out” the passengers, and when

the robbers came to Miss Meredro, one

of the trio recognised her, and, with the

remark, “I like your notes, so I won’t
take your gold,” handed back the money
and jewels he had taken. He omitted

to return, however, a valuable gold
wateh, which was evidently retained as

a memento of the. meeting. Apparently,
the robber had heard Miss Meredro sing
during her grand opera tour of the States,

News of the doings of many Australi-

ans in the United States, most of whom

served with Mr. J. C. Williamson when

on this side of the line, comes to hand

from Will Barnes, himself a Melburnian

who has worked to the top flight of thea-
trical costume designers in New York.

In the dramatic world Gyril KeighMy is

now leading man to Billy Burke in “ Love

Watches”; Paul Seal don has joined Shu-

bert's, and the same firm lias just secured

Nance O’Neil for a five years' contract.

Charlie Hammond and Orlando Daly are

both with Ethel Barrymore in “Lad*
Frederick, Mario Majeroni is with John
Drew in “ Jade Straw.” and his brother

George in “ The Top of the Worls.” Mu-

sically things look just as promising for

Frances Adler, Fred Rivenhatl, Stella

Tracy and Alma Grey are all engaged i»

first-class musical productions.

Mr. Hayward, of the Maskelyne and

Devant magic combination, has made ar-

rangements for the appearance in tha

Dominion, about June next, of Mr. C. D.

Davenport, a noted London elocutionist,
whose readings from Charles Dickens’

works have been highly appreciated iu

the Old Country, Mr. Davenport will, at

the conclusion of his New Zealand tour,
visit Australia.

Messrs. Fuller and Sons have (so the

“Graphic’s” Wellington representative
hears) secured the New Zealand rights of
producing on canvas the incidents in con-

nection with the Burns-Johnson boxing
contests for the heavy-weight champion-
ship of the world in Sydney to-day. Mr.

Hayward, of the Maskelyne and Devant

show, offered £ 1000 for the privilege, but

the management wanted just double that

sum, and a bargain could not be clinched.

Miss Cicely Hamilton is as witty as

her authorship of “Diana of Dobson’s”

would lead us to expect. In a paper
which she read to the members of the

O.P. Club at the Criterion on Sunday
nig. t, November 8, she remarked: “.The
attitude of the critic is inevitably that of

the superior person.” “His attitude
does not necessarily coincide with that

of the public.” “The theatre-going public
is composed of persons who have not seen

many plays. The stalls on the first night
are occupied by people who have usually
seen too many.” “Dramatic criticism is
the only profession in the world which is

best carried on by men who don’t know

their business.” “The actor is generally
handled more leniently than the author.”
“It is a better thing for an author to

cower in a box on a first night than to

sit in the seats of the scornful—the

stalls.”

MISS BAINES,

HIS MAJESTY’S THEATRE
Sole Lessee. Mr C. R. Bailey.

Under Direction Mr J. C. WiUlamsoix

MR .1. C. WILLIAMSON'S

GRAND HOLIDAY PRODUCTION

THE RED MILL

JjNVERY JjIVENING,
FULL OF YOUTH AND BEAUTY.

FULL OF LAUGHTER AND COLOUR
AND SUNSHINE.

CRISP HUMOUR AND BRISK INCIDENT,
SPARKLING MUSIC AND DELIRIOUS

DANCES.
Interwoven with Charming

GLIMPSES OF DUTCH'SCENERY
And

A PRETTY LOVE COMEDY,

TIIE RED MILL.

lias won

THE UNANIMOUS ADMIRATION OF

ALL AUSTRALIAN AUDIENCES.

For the
QUAINT COMEDIANS AND ECCEN-

TRIC DANCERS,
JOHN FORD. FRED LESLIE,

The Famous Am- The Popular
eriean Artist, Australian Artist,

CHAS. A. LODER. ED. SIIERRAS.
PAT. BATHURST, PERCY DENTON.
MISS OLIVE GODWIN. MISS IVY SCOTT

MISS MARIE EATON
MISS ADA STIRLING

During the Season
Another Entirely New and

Equally Successful Musical

Comedy will be Presented.
“THE PRINCE OF PILSEN."

Also, the ever Ponular
“THE BELLE OF NEW YORK.”

OPERA HOUSE.

Direction of

MISS FLORENCE BAINES.

TO-NIGHT.

EVERY EVENING.

ENORMOUS SUCCESS.
ENORMOUS SUCCESS.

Of •

MISS FLORENCE BAINES

MISS FLORENCE BAINES

MISS FLORENCE BAINES

MISS FLORENCE BAINES

Iu

"MISS LANCASHIRE. LIMITED.”
“MISS LANCASHIRE, LIMITED.”

A FARCE WITH MUSIC.

A LAUGHING BOOM.

ATTRACTING ALL AUCKLAND.
Box Plan at Wildman and Areys <
Day Salee at Carter’s.

PRICES — 2/6. and V. ,
Eaily Door to Gallery, fld extra.
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BOXING DAY CROWDS HASTENING AWAY FOR WATER EXCURSIONS ON THE WAITEMATA.

PLEASURE SEEKERS CROWDING THE NORTHERN COMPANY'S FINE FLEET.

THE NGAPUHIFILLING UP.
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THE NGATLAWVA LEAVING FOR COWES’

THE WAKATERE LEAVING FOR AWAROA, WAIHEKE.

THE CROWD FOR COWES’ BAY.

THE NGAPUHI TAKING A HUGE BOATLOAD TO KAWAU.

QUEEN STREET AT NINE ON SUNDAY.

BOXING DAY CROWDS HASTENING AWAY FOR WATER EXCURSIONS ON THE WAITEMATA.
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GROUP TAKEN AT "MELMERLEY” SCHOOL. AUCKLAND, ON PRIZE DAY, 1908

FLASHLIGHT PHOTO AT THE AUCKLAND LIEDERTAFEL SMOKE CONCERT, WHICH CONCLUDED THE SUCCESSFUL HIGH SEASON.
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HOW THE DOMINION TRAINS ITS LADS TO BECOME FARMERS.

BOYS’ TRAINING FARM. WERAROA.

1. Taking instruction in shearing. 2. Inspection of boys hv Major Burlison, manager of the College. 3. An exhibit b\ the ( -dirge. I. ILd-nin I re-i.m bul’

born March 22. 1904. bred by Newton King; purchased for the Training College 5. Play hour. <>. Teams preparing to go out to farm. 7. ( attic on tie

Training Farm.

I'lie Boys’ Training Farm, Weraroa. of

which Major («. M. Burlinson is manager,
is about 2 miles from the Levin Railway
Station, and <»<> from Wellington on the

Wellington and Manawafu Railway.
Only seven years ago the site of the pre-

sent farm was standing bush, and now.

although most of the ground is still cov-

ereil with logs and stumps, much work

has been done. The main buildings were

occupied on November 2. 1905. b\ the

boys from the Industrial School at Cav-

ersham. and since then a number of other

buildings have lieen erected, and each

year has seen a number of acres brought
under cultivation.

< hie hundred and tittv the boys from

nine years old upwards art* h »u*rd in

tin* main building and four cottage

hoims; of these 92 are attending the

day school attached to the institution;
the remainder, who are over 14 year* of

age. are taught dairying, farming in ill

its branche*. gardening. fruit growing.

. arpentei-tug. engineering. cooking an1
laundry work. Dining working hours it

is like a Iteehive. and after tea till du-k

on th.- lawn of tire acres the inmate,
tinniM- themselves at cricket, marbles,
gymnastic*. an.l other games dear to all
boys. Our illustrations give a good i lea
of the buildings an I s tie of ■ ie mom

notable feat tiles of tin farm.

Schaef, Sarcny Studio, photo.
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A TRAMP ABROAD

THE PROGRESS OF MARLBOROUGH

CHEERFUL OUTLOOK FOR FARMERS

By A.J.O.R

TEX
years have worked wonders

for Marlborough, and particu-
larly that part lying in the sal-

lex of the Wairan. In 1896

periodical Hoods inundated the

rich agricultural areas, break-

ing \\ell nigh the hearts of farmers whose

crops rotted under such unendurable

visitations. Xoxv all that is changed.
'l’h • Opaxxa river, which described a very

serpentine course through the vallqy,

having little fall, and used to Hood up at

the outlet and overHoxx tile valley lands,

xxas relieved by an artificial channel cut

in a straight line to the sea. so that no

Hoods have occurred since its opening.
Land xxhich at tin* time could have

been readily acquired for about £S per

acre cannot noxx he readily purchased at

quadruple that price, and season after

season rich anti plentiful harvests glad
den the hearts of the industrious agricul-
turist. And this season, like a certain

Initt'T in the market, beats th»‘in all.

At "Donsandle.” one of the rich blocks

of land in the loxver Wairau. Mr William

Murray, the oxvner. showed me this after-

noon his 200 tons of oats, barley, and

xvheat. ami I have never seen better crops.

••That.” said Mr Murray. pointing to

about 100 acres of oats, “will yield me

quite six tons of oaten hay per acre.”

“That ought to pay.” cried 1. “Oh. yes.’’
rejoined he: “but. of course, crop-raising
is alxxays attended witli a certain amount

of risk.” I noticed as xve drove away

doxx n the field that the oats had heavy,
hard looking heads, and that the straxv

or >talk- were long and juicy enough.
Referring to the price for hay. Mr Mur-

rax said lie had refused £4 5/ per ton at

the stack, hut although prices had some-

xx hat receded since, yet they were show-

ing upxvard tendciicies. Farmers general-
ly anticipate about £3 10/ for this par-

ticular class of produce before the full.

In another cornfield of larg* extent the

xx hole lands stand “dressed in living
green." Here also the oaten stalks stand

thickly together. and the heads and ears

appear heavy and full to bursting, yet
the refreshing sun—and xve are having
plenty of that—is fast changing the

waving heads from green to gold.
Farther up the valley, particularly
where the lands are of a lighter nature 1 ,
the reapers and binders have begun to

harvest, so that Indore January, the hus-

band of May. shall have become en-

throned again many unprecedentedly
heavy heads of barley and xvheat xvill

have I lowed down to the mandate of the

season. All the farmers bear smiling
countenances, and xvell they may, for

this is a record season, and the earth

is willingly yielding her increase—some

sixty and some a hundredfold.

A UIARMIXG VILLAGE.

spring 4 reek, a charming rural vil-

lage some four miles south-east of Blen-

heim. is famed for its we’l-grassed fields,
its gardens of fioweis, its matchless blue,
dear creek, giving life and vigour to the
big trout, whilst it waters the rich,
loamy, broad acres of the prosperous
farmer. Reverting to the trout of this

stream, I am told that recently one

big red -potted fellow taxed the skill of

all Bellheim's angling expertne-s, until

he at length fell a victim to one disci-

ple of Isaac Walton more cunning than

his fellows. When landed, the fish is

said to have turned the scale al 27lbs.
The other attractions of Spring Creek

are the everlasting hills, xvlikh surround
it on three sides. At the foot of a ter-

ANOTHER VIEW IN PELOROUS SOUND.

Tourist Department photo. PELOROUS SOUND, MARLBOROUGH.
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H.M.S. POWERFUL

FLAGSHIP OF TME AUSTRALIAN SOUAt

H Winkelmann, photo.
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SNAPSHOTS AT THE WILDING-PARKER EXHIBITION MATCHES, PLAYED IN AUCKLAND LAST WEEK.

I. Wilding and Grossmann: Grossmann taking a bark hand volley. 2. Wilding running in to the net. 3. I'isher ami Parker: Fisher chopping a ball short.
4. Parker and I'isher: Fisher volleying. .’>. Wilding finishing a forehand drive. (>. Parker serving. 7. Wilding finishing a service. S. The Doubles: Wilding

(left) and Grossmann on the far side of the net, playing Fisher (left) and Parker.
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Golden
DAYS

IN

Many

Lands.

BEING STRAY NOTES OF FIVE YEARS OF TRAVEL

By WINIFRED H. LEYS AUCKLAND.

THE ISLANDS OF THE SOUTHERN SEAS. SAMOA IN 1899.

THE
squabble between the two royal

factions of Samoa had gone on for

generations, but, in the months

of May and June, 1899. things
came to a climax. In May there

was actual war—Malatoa’s troops pitched
against those of Mataafa. and the head

knives were working some irreparable
disaster. Then the Europeans stepped
in and shelled the villages on the island

of L’polu, rending great holes in the

Vailima house of Robert Louis Steven-

son, and in the various hotels and stores

of Apia, and doing a fair amount of

damage in various ways, but to a cer-

tain extent quieting the natives. At

one battle, several English naval officers

and sailors met their death. For the

time being, peace had departed from

sunny Samoa, the interests of England,

Germany, and America appeared some-

what threatened.

Towards the end of June, the fighting
was suppressed; but the Samoans were

still in a very unsettled frame of mind.

About this time, a commission was

formed on the other side of the world

by the three nations interested in Sam-

oan aHairs, and. after a conference at

Washington, went down from America

to Apia, to enquire into the real reasons

for the native discontent, ami to devise
a scheme for the future good government
of the islands. Of the commission, the
Hon. G. N. E. Elliott represented Eng-
land, Baron von Sternberg, Germany,
and Judge Tripp. America.

At this juncture, too, a new British

Consul was appointed, and the New Zea-

land Government steamer Tutanekai.
courteously tendered to the Imperial au-

thorities by the Premier (Rt. Hon. R.

J. Seddon, P.C.) was sent off to convey
him to Apia, and also to deliver des-

patches and orders to the warships then
stationed in Samoan waters. It was

any gfood fortune to accompany this

expedition, and I was thus enabled to

see Samoa in a manner that does not

fall to the lot of the. ordinary tourist.

Our first glimpse of Apia, and for me

at least, the first glimpse of tropical
lands, quite uphold all we had heard of

the charm of the islands of the Southern

Pacific. Robert Louis Stevenson and

Louis Becke have written so much of

the calm, reef-bound bay. the row of

slanting palms along the seashore, of
the astounding density of the jungle,
which covers the hills behind the town,
of the clamour, and chatter of the shin-

ing brown fellows, who in cockle-shell
katamarans paddle round the ship, that

1 was familiar with the physical features

of the place; but until I leant over the

vessel’s side, and breathed ip that frag-
rant odour of tropical blossoms, and the

less delicate smell of cocoanut oil, that

is wafted across the sea to us, not till
then did I understand how the senses

can be overpower 'd by such things. For

in 'Samoa nature is luxurious. Indeed,
she seems almost extravagant in her
gifts to these lonely islands.

There is the hot season and the cool

season, but never a cold one. There is

the rainy season and the dry season, but

never a drought. The ogre that the

islanders fear is the hurricane, which for-

tunately rarely visits them. When it

does it sweeps all before it. In one vil-

lage, the natives pointed out to me a

house that had been lifted up by a tor-

nado, and planted down several hundred
feet away. To have one’s home thus un-

ceremoniously removed by no means

the worst calamity that can befall, for

when thp hurricane has worked havoc

among the cocoanut and banana planta-
tions, the islanders suffer from a scarcity
of food, and valuable trees may be de-

stroyed or so severely wrenched that

they do not recover for many years.
June and July are cool months for

Samoa, but cool only in comparison with

the moist heat that stews everyone at

other times of the year. At all times
the nights are unpleasantly muggy, and

the voracious mosquito, with his irritat-

ing buzz, drives away what little sleep

ON SHORE AT THE GERMAN PLANTATION, MULIFANAU.

A GRASSY LANE ON A COPRA PLANTATION.
HIE IMITATION MANO’-WAR MADE BY AMERICAN SAILORS

IN APIA, JULY 14. 1899.

28 The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for December 30, 1908



A COSY SAMOAN VILLAGE.

THE CATHOLIC MISSION CONSENT NEAR APIA.
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might otherwise Im* obtained. Sleeping
on the ship, however, we suffered very

little from pests becau*e the mos

quito sehlom ventures across the water.

Some weeks before the Tutaimkai an

(holed in Apia harbour, the Tripartite
( imiinission had arrived in Samoa from

Amenta. The transport ship in which

they had come from San Francisco was

hardly suitable to these reef-bound is-

land*. and on our arrival overtures were

made to Captain Post to convey the Com-

missioners in the Tutanekai to the more

distant villages. This, on behalf of the

Xew Zealand Government the captain
agreed to do. and the Commissioners most

kindly invited u< to remain on board and

accompany them in their tour of peace

meetings, so for tin* space of a week or

moie \\< from one lift!* village
to another until even Important village

on I polo. Savaii. Apolima and Manoiio

had been vi it cd.
During the four month* previous to our

arrival two English and one German war-

ships nad lieen *tatioiic<| in Apia, where

European residents are few and far be-

tween. so the advent of the Tutanekai,

with some ladies on board, was a signal

for rejoicing. Indeed, they one and all

treated us royally, and before we left

Apia on our cruise round the islands, sev-

eral merry days were spent in picnics,
afternoon teas, and tennis parties.

Of the climate of these tropical lands

one should be wary. Though the sun

may be shining biightly and the sky
cloudless, there is no saving at what

minute rain may commence. On tin* 3rd

of July none of us will ever forget the

date our partv oil't he Tut anak<‘i set out

in the most rattling and shaky gigs that

anyone ever shivered in. towards the Pa-

pula loa waterfall, with the intention of

picnicing there, and returning by way of

\ ailima —once the home of Robert Louis

Stevenson. When we started from Apia
the sun was positively quivering in his

strength, hence white clothes and sun-

shades were the natural covering pro-
vided against the (dements, such things

as waterproofs being deemed superfluous.
All went well until driving down one of

tlu.se grass covered roads, so delightful
but *(> 11 vacluuoiis; one of the ponies
stumbled in a hidden hole, and calmly

sit down. Hearing a shout from be-

hind I turned round and saw my friends

seated in their wrecked trap and gazing
in disgust at the pony who, 1 am in-

clined to suspect, was well practiced in

such performances, for he was sitting on

his haunches contentedly nibbling at the

grass that grew around him. At a glance

THE LATE ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSONS HOUSE, AND THE HILL ON

WHICH HE LIES BURIED.

VILLAGE GIRLS ON UPOLO AWAITING COMMISSIONERS.

SAMOAN BRAVES BRINGING PRESENTS TO THE COMMISSIONERS.
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Life in the Garden

Practical Advice for Amateurs

NEXT WEEK’S WORK.

By VERONKA.

SEEDS TO SOW THIS MONTH.

Flower. —- Balsam. Cosmos, Migno-
nette, Nasturtium, I".a till •ceil.

Vegetable. - Broccoli, Cabbage, Cu

eumber, Celery, Kidney and Runner

Beans, Lettuce, Radish, Mustard, Cress,
and Turnip.

Plant Ont.— Kuineras, Celery, Cab-

bage, Cauliflower, Lettuce. Balsam. Sal-

via, Dahli s, Celosias. Phlox, Drummon-

dii, Cockscombs, Portulaeca, Petunias,
Amaranthus, Zinnias.

EDIBEE LILIES.

Japan last year exported edible lily
bulb, to the value of nearly £12.">.01M)
The species eaten are chielly
Lilittm speeiosum ami its variety magni-

licum.

NEW ASTER, NOVI BELGII

CLIMAX.

This variety is a seedling raised at

Aldenham House Gardens. England. And

it dowered for the first time last year.

It is a rather tall and erect grower,

and produces very freely line spikes of

very large, beautiful, pale blue Howers.

The plants come into full Hower at about

the middle of October in England, which

is equivalent to April in New Zealand.

and the variety is very effective when

planted at the bark of a wide border

or in the shrubberies. The flowers are

much larger than any known to me of

this Ivpe. The leaves also are very

large. ’

J*

Mr. Eox. hon. secretary of the Well-

ington Rose and Carnation Club writes to

make some corrections with regard to

flu* photos sent by our Wellington repre-
sentative at the recent show. Mrs.

Hume was credited with the third prize
for table decorations, but this honour

was achieved by Mrs. James with 211

votes. Mrs. Hum gaining fourth place.
A picture was given of a table of pelar-
goniums, and marked as staged by Mr.

Eox alone, but Mr. Sains was a partner in

the exhibit, which was not for competi-
iton. Ihe champion rose was a splendid
specimen of La Erance exhibited by Mis-

t res* < Hive Spiclma n.

Aster, Novi Belgii Climax.

LIFTING AND STORING

POTATOES.

Potatoes should always be lifted when

the ground is fairly dry, as the tubers

turn up cleaner and keep better and

longer than when it is wet, whilst if

they are to be stored for eating purposes
for any length of time tin* potatoes must

be well matured and quite ripe. rhe

ripeness of the tubers is indicated by the

colour of the haulm. A green haulm in-

dicates that the tubers have not reached

maturity, but when the haulm and foii

age wither and die down naturally, it car.

be safely taken for granted that the cr<q
is ready for lifting, which should be

proceeded with as soon_af.tervvaixds as tlu

weather allows, a five-tined fork bring
tlu* best implement for this work. The

fork must be inserted in the ground in

an upright position a short distance

from tin* root to be lifted (as shown in

Fig. 1 of the annexed sketches), and not

for storing.
in a slanting direction on tin* root (as

Fig. 2). or many of the tubers will hr

pierced, when, of course, they are useless

Potatoes for eating purposes must

not be exposed to the light for any great
length of time or they will be spoilt:
therefore it is not advisable to lift mon*

at one time than can be collected and

stored the same day. The potatoes can

be sored with safety in a frost-proof
cellar or shed, where light can be exclud

ed. but if the quantity is large, the best

plan is to store them in a clamp in the

open air. Ridge-shaped clamps are the

most convenient, ami should be from

three to live feet wide across the base,

and run from north to south.

Build tie clamp on the surface of the

ground ami pile the tubers as high a*

they will conveniently stand (as shown

in Fig. 3). The heap may be a* long a-

necessary, and when complete the side*

and ends should be covered with a layer
of straw siiiliciently bulky that when

compressed it is not less than six

inches thick. \ layer of earth six inches

thick must them be placed over the

straw, the usual method of obtaining
this covering being to excavate a trench

round the ( lamp as shown, which also

keeps the ground dry by allowing an\

water to drain into it. ( himnevs or air

shafts must be formed everx three <n

four feet along the ridge of the (lamp
and the straw !»<• pulled through the

holes as shown, thus allowing any he ated

air that may be generated amongst the

tubers to escape. Frost must, of co.lix

b* excluded from the clamp, and during

severe weather it may he necessary to

add more covering and protection, whilst

the ventilation holes must l>e closed.

oirn s.

GROWING VEGETABLES OR

FLOWERS FOR THEIR

FOLIAGE.

If one lacks either space. time, or

strength for the cultivation of both vege-
tables and Howers, the vegetables may

take the place of Howers with no loss of

beauty.
Pumpkin, squash or citron vines will

climb a* readily as a so-called purely or-

namental vine: their foliage is luxuriant

and free from insects: their golden, trum-

pet-shaped Howers aie beautiful: their

fruits are strikingly ornamental and

‘"mighty good” when served on the din

ing table.

There are new sorts of tomatoes and

cm umbers, too. that are ( limber- an I
well worth growing. 'The pole beans,

either Lima or string varieties, are as

beautiful in every respect as the "Hower

ing” sorts, and have the added virtue of

furnishing delicious beans for the table.

Ihe bush beans are aho line plants for

the mixed garden because of their beauty
a swell as their abundant bearing. A

border of them along some bed of taller

plants will well pay their way in both

beans and beauty. As an experiment. I

planted a lew citron -red- last season,

just at the edge of a bed of shiubs. says

a writer in .1 Home paper. The vines

made a wonderful growth along the edge
of the shrubbery, where they occupied
no extra space; their care was practically
nothing, yet they gave a beautiful border

effect to the bed during the summer and

some fine citrons for winter n«e.

No foliage plant has more beautiful col

our effect than Swiss chard, and pop-corn

2ives a tropical touch equal to that of

of the* t ill gra—v-. while* both of
t!ivni tn.ni-h “go«»e| thing- to vat*’ as

well a- beauty.

A thrill well -takeal tomato plant is
ornamental at any stage of its growth
iudeeel. it yy ■ - originally known as the

low-applr. and grown -olely a- an orna-

ment. The* small fiH«tr<| -euts are, per-
haps. mo-t ornamental. and these mav
be had hearing either re<| or yellow fruits

Plants of the Golden Nugget variety

had hundreds of fruits o
n each plant last

year, the* tomatoes hanging in elusters
of Horn twvhy to twenty fruit- each and
looking like immense plum-. The fart
that they made delirious pre-mwes. “figs.”
and pickle-, took nothing from their
wonderful beauty, which lasted until the
plant- were* lroz.cn.

Peppers, cither the tiny cayenne or
the immeii-e -wect sorts, may be grown
to perfection in a II »wrr pot. and par-ley
thrives in a box. Both are ornamental in
tact, it not in name.

It then* is a b-olul vly n■» ground -pee'
available, put up boxes against the fence
or the side nf tin* house, under the win
dow. on the porch. <»r on the back of the
roof, somewhere, anywhere* nd gioyy a
t< yy things to rat.

& <*

ROSES ON THEIR OWN ROOTS.

Many people think that roses and
fi nit trees will only give good results

when they ale grafted or budded, but

ii the ca-e* ot roses | raise nearly all my

own from cutting-, and the present is

t In- best t idle t<> put them in. We II

ripened young wood should be* -elected,
that which has borne ll<>we*r- during tinl
summer being preferable! take them off

with a heel of tin* obi wood, and cut

them in length- of about 9 inches, and

insert quite six inches of it in the soil,

and pre— firmly. A good number of

them grow away in the -pring. and give
some very fine* flowers during the follow

ing summer, but only the strong groyving
varieties do well in this way. The ramb-

ler- are the best as a rule*: about 90

per cent of these strike yvith me.—Miss

Miles.

CARNATION WINSOR.

In the matter of colour, this variety

may Im* regarded a- intermediate be-

tween Enchantress and Mr- T. \\ . Law

sou. though th*re* are a good many

shades of ditr«*r<*lice between them. The

bloom- are of a plea.-ing shade of -il-

very pink, ami epiite* e*qual in form to

those* of Mrs T. \\ . Lawson. The* sub

stance, hoyvever. is go<»d and the (dooms

deliciously scente*d. The calyx i- strong
and not liable to bur-t. -o that grow

cis may be tempted to take this in hand

who dislike to have the trouble of ty-
ing up the caly x of such varieties.

The stem is only of moderate length,
but can usually l»*.* obtained ot sufficient
length for most purpose's for yvhieh it i-

e.mployed in private* e-tabli-limvnt- and

for va-e> generally. It originated in

America, ami i- quite* new. ami it i-

likely to hold it- own in thi- particular
shade of colour for -<um* year- tee venue.

Lifting and Storing Potatoes,

Carnation, Winsor.
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NOTES ON SWEET PEAS.

Pink. Sime the advent <»f tin* original

< ounte>> Spencer. pink sweet peas of al

mod every imaginable "hade or blending
of "hades have hern oHcred to the pub
lie. ami so marked has been the eil’evt

of tin* Spencer type that already no

pink has any chance of recognition unless

showing Spencer blood. ami in a year or

two this type will. we are confident,

have so established itself, that no other

will have any chance against it. Old

fashioned sorts, such as Katherine

Tracey. Lovely. Janet Scott, etc.. an

now quite superceded. Some of the best

of tin* new ty|M- are Princess Victoria, a

variety which ha" received a large
amount of publicity, and. w e think, jus

lilies, in great measure, the praise be

-towed. Il is a shade lighter in coloui

than the original Spencer. of slightly

wavy form. Howers arc large, and it has

given general satisfaction. Sutton’s

Queen is another kind which has been

boomed, and il is a line p*a. light pink
on creamy ground. Enchantress, Para

di-e. and True Countess arc very similar

all are good, and any one of the thro.*

would answer for a collection. Elorenro

Morse Spencer. Lady Pollock. and

Beauty arc only very slightly dill’erent

in shading from those nanieil. Mrs.

Hardcastle Sykes is one of the very bcsi

in this cla—;; tin* llowers are a very

pleasing shade, large size, and have long,
"tout stems, with frequently four llowers.

I iiforlimatcly. this variety is a shy
•coder. and consequently scarce, but

when the true variety is secured it is a

beauty. (hie of tin* best pink" we have

yet seen is Audrey Crier: it is bright,
several shades deeper than any we have

already named: bears niagnilicent. bold

llowers with erect standards; the Howers

lose their brightness a little with age.

Ague" Eckford is quite a distinct shade,

very soft pink almost white; it is a

splendid llowering pea. but in our opin
ion not a taking shade. Queen of Spain,
on the other hand, is a very delicate

shade of pink, of ivory dearness—a very

dainty Hower, ami much admired: it is

usually three How ered. quite distinct in

growth, and has red tendrils. Something
quite new has appeared in a variety
named Mrs. Henry Bell, a very vigorous

grower, producing extra long, still’ stems,

usually carrying four Howers. It is a

delicate shade of apricot pink if we may

use such a description - and a promising
Hower: it is not yet in commerce, but

we saw a few plant" in Messrs. Yates’

trial grounds which were very promising,
ami we think it may prove to be one

of the best for the exhibition table owing
to its splendid stems and llowers.

Passing from pinks, we can only say
that King Edward and Queen Alexandra

are without a rival in scarlets. These

are magnificent peas, and will take some

beating. We understand that our Yan-

kee friends, who made such a boom last

year with white Spencers. have developed
a wavy scarlet, which is to be sent out.

not as President daft, but as King Kd-

ward Spencer: very considerate of our

cousins! and we can only hope that the

newcomer will be worthy the name. In

orange ami "almon "hades tin* much

vaunted St. George has proved, so far.

very disappointing: it is not a strong

grower, the stems are rather weak, and

tin 1 llowers blister badly in the sun.

Evelyn Hyatt has the same faults, and

though Henry Eckford is completely
"poiled in hot "Un. yet. when cut in the

bud "tage. and allowed to expand in

water under shade, it is. in our opinion,
the niO"t beautiful Hower of its class.

Further trials, of course, may prove that

St. George will do better when acclimat-

ed. but this we very much doubt.

Lavender "hades are very popular. Lady
Grise! Hamilton ha" hitherto been re-

garded as the finest in this shade, but. a<

we anticipated in our last year’" note".

Erank Dolby ha" now taken the lead.

This jwa is nearly the same "hade a>

Lady Grisel. but tin 1 Howers arc larger,
the standard more erect, and generally
give* four Howei" on a stem, which arc

"tout, ami the vim*" ar<' vigorous grow-
er". There arc two more claimant" foi

notice which may yet come to the front

\ iz... Mi". Charles poster ami Luly
( <nq»er. Both are exquisite "hath*" ol

lavender, with large llowers. but neithei

an* yet quite fixed in character. Dm

English grower" seem almost io despaii
of getting the former to produce Hower*

true. l-i"t year both \arietio" ‘"ported’
coii"iderably. but this year, although
Mr*. Eo"ter has "till that characteristic

it i" not nearly bad. while with u*

Lady < ooper ba- been almost quite true

\nother year’s trial may see tbi" variety
unite fixed.

There are now sonic very pretty
marbled and strijied varieties. Helen
Pierce is. perhaps, held in most favour.

Marbled Blue, Prince Olaf, ami Unique
are also good. Jessie Cuthbertson and

America ahprepersa lied.the has.oftlnlli
America arc perhaps the best of the red

on white grounds, but somehow these

mixed colours never seem to command
the same attention as others. It were

easy to go on naming endless kinds we

have tried. Iml lest the editor should jog
our elbow we forbear for the present.

VERONICA.

THE MANURE HEAP.

It is to be regretted that with many
gardeners and others so little attention

is paid to the manure heap. It seems

to be looked upon as being merely the
retuse store until the time comes to put
the manure on to the land. Little won-

der it is practically useless for nourish

ing the ground, after having been left

lying about in a loose* state*, exposed
to the rain ami sun. and so washing or

evaporating the* best out of it. The

manure heap, if properly managed, is a

valuable adjunct to cultivation, but if

treated with absolute* neglect it may be-

come useless. What I suggest is that

as the manure conn's to hand, from what-

ever source*, it should be* stacked up in

the* same* way as making a hayrick, with

"Haight "ides, therefore only exposing
tin* top to the clement". The rain will

soak into it. and help to rot it. Another

advantage of this methoel is that the

whole mass solidities, so that evaporation
is not so free as when the* heap is in a

loose "tate. the heating process is accen-

tuated. and the whole* stands a betvr

chance* of becoming what is required—-
namely, a rotten mass.

Every manure* heap should be turned:
that is. "tirred over. Iwii or three* times

before being applied to the ground, and

tlii" "hoiild he* made* a thorough job of.

commencing at one end ami going right
along to Ihe other end. and working
right down to the* Imttoni. e*ach forkful

that is taken up being well shaken to

pieces. The ojieration of turning ami

mixing the manure heap is a simple one.

ami the extra expense and trouble are

repaid over ami over again. liecause of

the advantages obtained.

The spreading of the well-rotted man-

ure on the land is easier and more com-

pletely accomplished than when not pro-
perly prepared. This preparation of the

manure heap in readiness to be trans-

ferred to the ground should be thought
worthy of attention by every gardener.
Well-rotted manure can be more asily
handled and incorporated with the soil,
and is more quickly assimilated than

great lumps of strawy manure, which

are difficult to dig in with a spade.
'What I have proved to be an excellent

plan for increasing the quantity ami

quality of the manure Heap is to gather
up any old sods or turf, and cut them

up small with a spade, and put a layer
of this material occasionally between the

manure. The drainings from stable or

cow-house may also be thrown on the

heap, but too much must not be used at

a time, or all the goodness of the manure

will be washed through to soil under

neath.

ALBE RT J. SHEPHERD.

LILIUM AURATUM PLATYPHYLLUM

From bulb imported from Japan by F. M Burtt, of Auckland. Measurement
across from edge of petal to edge of petal. 11 inches.

ARE OLIVES FRUIT?

According to a paragraph in our con-

temporary. “Lv Jardin.” the* Italian Go-

vernment some* two years ago. under a

law prohibiting th** importation of vege-

tables. refused to allow a consignment of

olive’s from Greece* t*> enter the country.
It required an action at law to eleciele

that olives are* fruits, and the Italian

authorities w ere* nuilcte**! in 4<X>.<MM) francs

damages, as well as in costs, for having
acted on the* supposition that they were

merely vegetables.

c. s. McDonald & son

Nurserymen and Florists,

EPSOM.

Onehnngn trains nass the Nurseries every
few minutes Telephone 842.

Semi for Catalogue

FOR

UP-TO-DATE

Lawn llowers

Arthur Yates
AND CO.,

Seed

Merchants,

AUCKLAND.

ALL PRICES, From

255. to 105s.

Telephone No. 761. Established 1855.

D. HAY AND SON
Montpellier Nurseries, Auckland.

Respectfully solicit the attention of intend
ing planters to their large, varied and most

Complete Assortment of General Nursery
Stock, consisting of Fruit trees, all the
most Popular and up-to-date varieties for

commercial and private orchards. Ornamen-
tal Trees and Flowering Shrubs, Shelter
Trees. Hedge Plants, Climbers, Greenhouse
and Decorative Plants. CARNATIONS,
over 100 named varieties; ROSES, splendid
collection of over 400 varieties, including
latest and best novelties: Annual and Bien-
nial Seedlings, etc Eclair Knapsack Spray
Pumps, Seccateurs, Budding and Pruning
Knives, Vermorite and other Gardening Re
quisites. Write for Catalogues, post free

on application.

T3LANT NOW: Choice Chrysanthemums,
-L named varieties, all colours, 8/- per doz.
The Prize Chrysanthemum Set, 25 prize
winners for 12/-, my selection, unequalled
value. “The Gem" Set of Chrysanthemums.
12 distinct varieties, my selection, for 6/-.
Cactus Dahlias, in great variety, a superb
collection, 9/- per doz.; 12 distinct colours,
my selection, for 7/6. Send for Catalogue,
a complete list, post free on application.
Seedlings of choice annuals and perennials,
an extensive selection, the largest in the

Dominion, from 9d. per doz. Vegetable
and Flower Seeds for present sowing at

MACKAY’S,
SEEDSMAN AND FLORIST, 195 QUEEN

STREET, AUCKLAND.

E. & W. HACKETT’S

SPECIALITIES.

Cineraria—Large flowered, dwarf, com-

pact fringe vars., 2/6 pkt. Calceolaria —

Dalkeith Park strain, 3/6 pkt. Mimulus—
Giant Queen’s Prize, 1/6 pkt. Pansy -

Exhibition, fancy choicest mixed, 2/6 pkt
Gloxinia— New French, tigred and spotted.
1/6 pkt. Begonia—Tuberous, “Internationai
Prize,’’ double and single, 2/6 pkt. Hac-

kett's Giant Cyclamens—l/- and 2/6 pkt.
Polyanthus Primroses — “Royal London
Parks,” 1/- pkt.

Phlox Dmmmondl Grandiflora,
Hackett's Special Strain, in 26 col-
ours, 1/, 2/6 and 5/ packet.
SEEDSMEN, NURSERYMEN, ETC.,

73 Rundle-street, ADELAIDE.
S. AUSTRALIA.

R. CHEESEMAN

NURSERYMAN, FLORIST AND SEEL

MERCHANT

Brighton North, Victoria, and

Swanston Street, Melbourne.
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CHOICE GOODS FOR PRESENTS W
I N» w Trra-mv llmj-v now lillml pr<.<l mli< m-

ot Wallin-. Jrw ellri y. Sil \ rrw aim. I.r.ilher (moth. ( nil. r\ . <t<- . frmn 11.«- l>r-t

j iminiilacliirri-. Srl« prm li« alls unlimited owinic l<> the i\ Io ■ lioo-<

— 1 11 Till-
<|
mi lit y i - <•!' lln l><-'t. and our - \ -b -. II mu for < ,o>li mil \ . . <miln m d f

.vil h our rnorinmi- iin n over, rnabh- ii- to sell al Midi mar \ rllmi-l\ low pri<<-. '

| Deal Direct as we have no Agents or Canvassers.

STEWART DAWSON & CD. N.Z. LTD.
_

. Aa_ * «.■
Brush and Comb. Best Bristles, 35/-

II 8334.—Case with Silver-mounted Shoe TREASURE HOUSE, AUCKLAND, Other designs. 25/-, 27/6. 32/6.
Lift, Button Hook, (Hove Hook and

Glove Stretcher, 20/-

in 1
/ J %■/*

l / - Jg
ttl " 1611.—Solid Silver Inkstand ’ jfxdl a S —

EBfllfiflfl 32/6 ■ 111 B ■ B
BiBiMB wR® 11 Ek. 1 IM M M ■ B w

wMII 1 j A
WHSiivaMRHB

GBlB3.—Silver-mounted H 1573.—Case with 2 Gent.’s Silver-
Silver-mounted

Hat Pin Stand, backed Brushes and Comb, Best II 718.—Case with Silver-mounted ’[’]le popular Pegoy Bags, Hat Pin Stand
4 inches high, 5/- Bristles, £4. Shoe Lift, Button and Glove Hooks. in all the Newest Leathers/at 5} inches' high.’

■
8/° 10/6, 13/6, 21/-, 25/-, 30/- 32/6, 45/- 8/6

Others at 7/6, 9/6, 11/6

HflI Ilb' • ■-Inll■

G 5036.—Silver-mounted Manicure Set of 'st-.-SR2 ' --- 1
9 pieces, in Morocco Case, £3/10/-. j=^^^^^^^ggg^^ |^i i.ggg==== $

Larger Sets in eases at £5/10/-, £6/10/-. Hau-
«a jaSjSMflMk Brush, Hand Mirror and Comb. Best

/aMWWllllllilllllillllllillHllllllllllllillilll .
J. i-.xsAAauPrice of Pieces Singly.

v

r Brush. 35/-: Mirror. 55/-: Comb. 9/6.

"Hl
K

$ 'iV

112682.- Handsome Silver-mounted \r—<r-£ ;-?
- ~-~-r- . jj. i m"

s
w ~W

H 6796.—Case with Silver-backed Hair
T<n | et Set. consisting of 211 lir iirushes.

H .-,275.- Cas.T with 2 Siher-baeked Hair
Brush, Hand Mirror and Comb, Best M 'rror ( omb. I lat Bru,h ( othes Brush,

Brushes and C.nnbs, Best Bristles, £3.
lb r- (dove Stretcher. Button Hook, shoe Litt. . , ... ... ■

Bristles, io.
v .. .. . ~ .... .. . . ... Prices of Pieces Singly.

u..- f i>:
Nail Brush. \ail rile, 2 ( utiriile Knives. , w . , . ... , k 7-' i o/.•Puces of Pieces Singly, rp . . ~ . .. . . Brush. S b: Mirror. 46 ; (omb. 8/6.

• > . ~-, Af. <-//. d i <l//.
tweezers, and 2 Pairs of Scissors, com

Brush, 2//G; Mirror, 4//G; (omb. 9/6 ... .. , , , - ... .... , ( .
’ plete in a \ civet Li-ned Case, tla 10

Nnfflmh'Ml Blnl W

Ilfflill I 111 111 lIIMIIp i

H 8158.—Silver-mounted
..

G4G23
: ,<i 4624.

Back Comb. Beal Horn,
4

2
inch. 13/6 4 inch. 9/6. *'• (*7866. Silver mounted Manicure

5/G.
Silver-mounted Cut glass Scent C

“(her d/.-. 6. 16 6 x (.L 5 pieces, in Morocco ( um*.

Others up to £2/10/-.

felt® teabiiSL
E 7183. -Solid Silver Pill Silver Shi.l,l. Best Bristles. (I 31 16. t roeodile Piir-e and II i -».,- . ~, . N ,;,. ~:„ „F 4233.—-t ut-ghiss Hair Pin Box, Tray, 41 inches long. 21/ . t use. Silve. Lock and S.d! <lver T.m 7<tJ i . ’

Silver Top. 3j inches long, 13/6. ]]/n. A „ (. xt rn Special Set at 35 . t orners. 5J inches long. 13 6. ],’’'/ ' 4l l "‘'" S
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Mr. Hall Caine.

xm eli<i writes iiisp
\I’T<>BI<>GR \PIIY.

Mr. Hall (aim* is one of the popular
novelists of the day. It lias happened
t<» lew writers to li«nd ><• large and so

faithful a public. or to have reason to

Im* so satisfied with writing as a profes-
sion. In “My Story.’ his autobiography
j11 — t published, the novelist says;

“So far as I am able to judge, taking
the vainiiig» of book” and plays to-

gether. it is not improbable that as

much uion<*\ has come to me (though so

little has remained) as ever came to any

one. not now living, who followed tin*

profession of the pen.”
But the good fortune did not conn* all

at once.

| had 1 en paid a hundred pounds

for niv first story as a serial, but when

I came to publish the book, all I could

ge some £75 for the copyright
out ond out. For my second book

| fared only a little Iwtter, ami for my

third, my first Manx story, “The Deem-

ster,** which emitained the work of a

lalmrious year, plus the Manx lore ac-

quired during eighteen years of my

youth. I received one hundred and fifty

pounds in all.”

Wiithouit question. Mr. Hal) Cai lie’s

Im -t work has had the Isle of Alan for

its setting, and it was in Manxlauil that

he received his first childish impressions:
“I hold myself, however, more for-

tunate than some of my fellow-novelists

(though beginning life with mamy ob-

vious disadvantages, and under condi-
tions so little likely to develop the lit-

erary faculty) in I kmng brought .ip as a

boy in a little self-centred community,
wln-re it was possible to see ♦ human

drama very plain, because very close.

We were forty or fifty thousand all

told in the Isie of Man, and we were

really as one big family, whereof nearly

every member seemed to know some-

thing of nearly everybody else.

-Our isolation from the rest of the

kingdom, our inevitable intermarriage,
and the unity of our material interests,
made our impulses, our passions, our be-

liefs, oiir superstitions an open book

for any of us to read, and it mwst have

been my own fault'if, with so many op-
port unities of reading the human story
tin tin* impressionable days of childhood.

I did not learn a little of it by heart.

••Our food was as simple as it could

be, and nothing could have been mon*

simply served. On Sundays we usually

had two or three boiled sheep's heads,
hot for dinner and cold for supper, ami

on other days of the week we generally

had potatoes and herrings. The her-

rings were put on separate plates about

the table, but the potatoes. which were

always boiled in their jackets. were

piled up in one great dish in the middle*
and we helped ourselves as we required.”

DAD AND HIS TROUBLESOME CHRISTMAS TWINS.

Puzzle: Find Dad.

PHOTOGRAPH OF MARK HAMBOURG AND HIS BABY BY A NEW ZEALAND ER.

These Portraits. by Mr, Gerard Jones, architect, of Auckl and. who makes a hobby of artistic photography. greatly pleased the famous pianist.

THE LATE MR. HERBERT ARNOLD.

See "Our Illustrations.”

BEGGING THE QUESTION.
Leap Year (nearing the end)

Ineligible Booster: "Now’s yer time, Miss—yer won’t have another chance for

four years."
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IN LIVERPOOL.

Mr. Hall Caine's father lived in Liver

pool, and ill Liverpool lie himself be-

gan to work, first as am architect’s pupil
and afterwards (with an interval of

teaching in the Isle of Man) as a build

er’s assistant. Ih* was interested in

literature, met Madox Brown ami lec-

tured on Rossetti, and this lecture wa<

the beginning of his well-known frircid-

ship with the pa in ter-poet. A corres-

pondence was started between them:

“The correspondence went on without
interruption for something more than a

year, and during that time there was

not, I suppose, a single day in which 1

did not either receive a letter from

Rossetti or write to him. What my own

letters were like 1 cannot any longer re-

call, nor is it necessary to remember,
but Rossetti’s letters, which were some-

times very hmg. lining six. eight, twelve,
and even sixteen pjiges. constitute p<‘i-

liaps a larger body of writing than all

his published compositions put together.”
Mr. Hall Caine published his recollec-

tions of Rossetti many year* ago. but.

p<*rh.ip* naturally, a very great part ol

“My Story” is taken up with the story
of the last pitiful days of the poet.

Rossetti was not always depressed ami

grey :
“I renie!iib<*r that as we dined, Ros-

setti, who seemed to be in the best of

spirits, rattled oil' one or two of the
rhymes, row called ‘Limericks,’ at the

making of which nobody who ever at-

tempted that form of amusement has

been known to match him.”

ROSSETTI STORIES.

On occasion Rossetti would tell his

admirer stories of the great men he had

known, and the following anecilote of

Carlyle is particiil 11 ly amusing and cha-

racteristic:

’‘Finally (Rossetti talked) of t arl\l

walking with William Allingham in the

neighbourhood of Keiisingl on Miimuiiii.

and announcing his intention of writing
a life of Michael Angelo, and then

adding, by way of remonstrance against

his companion's quickening in'erest : "But

mind ye. I’ll no say much about his art.’

"Among the few members of the de-

voted circle which had surrounded Ros-

setti was William Bell Scott, a poet and

p<.inter w ho had never achieved tin* fame

which I thought was his due. To right
this wrong it occurr deto me one day
while we were at Birchington to publish
in article in his honour, and for reason’

I cannot recall I sent it uninvited to the

“Liverpool Mercury.” The article was

published in due course, and it led to

two \er\ contrary results, the tir*i being
that I lost f<n ever the friendship of

>cott. who bceaim* for the remainder of

his life my bitter enemy: and flu- -evond

that I received a letter from John

Lovell, tin* then eilitor of the “Mercury.**
saying, as far a* I can iemember: "I

have for *ome time thought of asking

you to join our *lall as an out-ide con

tributor. and I should he glad to know

how \-on would like some such arrange-
ment as that we should pay you. -ay
f 160 i vear. and that von should write

ETON COLLEGE STEEPLECHASE.—JUNIOR COMPETITORS FAIL TO CLEAR THE BROOK.

| * s

You do not clean plate with a

blacking brush, but » .1 ,ly your teeth are

worth more than gold to you? Don’t treat

them worse than your boots then. Find
out the reallv good cleansing medium and

use it. Everything el?e has its special
medium nowadays from bicycles to bath

rooms. Odol is the thing for the teeth.

It does not scratch the enamel, injure the

gums, nor interfere with the saliva glands.
Itwon’t hurt you to try it. <)f all Chemists

and Stores.
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for us as much or as little as \oil

pleas,..”
\ M Eltlt A.

I'll,'ll followed years of struggle. 1 he
Manx novels an,i success. Mr. Hull
Caine lias, it is interesting to learn, a

whole-hearted admiration for America -.
"’I love America and the Americans. I

love America because it is big. and be-
ta list* its bigness is constantly impress-
ing the imagination and stimulating the

heart. 1 love its people because they
are free with a freedom which the rest

of the world takes as by stealth, and

they claim openly as their right. I love

them because they art* the most indus-

trious, earnest, active, and ingenious
people on the earth, because they arc

the most moral, religious, and. above

all. the most sober people* in the world:

because, in spite of all shallow judg-
ments of superficial observers, they are

the most childlike in their national cha-

racter. the easiest to move to laughter.
Ihe readiest to be touche*,l to tears, t In-
most absolutely true* in their impubes,
and the* most generous in their applause.
I love* the* men of America because their

bearing towards the women is the* finest

chivalry I have* yet seen any w here, and 1
love* the women because they can pre-
serve an unquestioned purity with a

frank an I natural manner, and a line*

independence* of sex.”

And Ainerie a returns the* liking. Mr.

Hall ( aim* one* day jumped on a Broad-

way electric-car and spoke* to the con-

duct or.

“Will this car take* me* to Eifty-sixtli-
st re*<*l.” I asked.

He did not answer, but looked me

over from head to foot.

“Will it?’* I repeated.
In-tcad of replying to my question he

asked another:—

“Are vou Hall ( aim*?’’
“Yes. Will iff 1 asked.

\g\iin he did not reply, but smiling
from ear to ear. and holding out a grimy
hand. h<* said:

“Shake!”

"ON MISCHIFE BENT.”

Photographic Study by Ellerbeck. Auckland.

Billsticking on Liner’s Bows.

A party <»f ingenious bill-posters, who

were in the act of posting an enormous

playbill on the bows of the liner Maure-

tania shortly before her departure from

New York to England on a rerent voy-

age. were discovered and driven awa v

bv the crew, who were drawn to the

side to rescue a i. an who had fallen

overboa rd.

SHEER SENSE.

••Soinet imp'..” said the press humorist.
‘•I think my jokes are rotten. I s’pose
llr.it’-> m\ modesty.”

‘•Xo.” explained a friend, “that’s your

eoinmon sense.’*

Cut throats at Peace.

Strange* sceiien are to be witnessed

in Salonika on account of the* new Con-

stitution granteel to Turkey by the* Sul-

tan.

I he* most motley and picturesepie*
assembly of mortals ever seen together
till the* streets, ami are indulging in all

sorts of extravagant antic.; expressing
enthusiasm (says a correspondent).

These wild men, who hive* for years
been cutting each other’s throats and

shooting each other down, are embracing
in the* streets and swearing eternal

friendship.
I hey have* suddenly ceased from pillag-

ing and murdering the rival nationalities

and they an- heino heartily xvek-onied on

their arrival from their fastnesses in the
interior by the Young Turk party who

have forced the reforms on the Sultan.
The noisy jubilating crowds are made

up of (ireeks from Greece, Cretan

Greeks. Greeks from Epirus. Mai-edonian
Greeks, Bulgars. Serbs, anil Kutzowala-
elies, and they wear their varied pic-
turesque ,national costumes, and carry
elaborately decorated guns, pistols,
swords, and daggers.

Many of them appear to he veritable

savages, with masses of unkempt hair
almost covering their features. They
gather in the market-square speaking
all kinds of languages, but the speeches
made by their leaders agree in declaring
that their years of warfare are now

ended, that their fighting must stop, ami
that all must work together for the com

mon good.
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Pj|/y juice.) J

“ MONTSERRAT”

Lime Juice
is made from cultivated limes, and

is always fresh and pleasant to the

taste. Mixed with plain or aerated

water, it makes a cooling, refreshing

healthful drink.

MADE IN TWO KINDS -

Unsweetened, i.e , /’/<«/» I.une Jucc.

Sweetened—/'.e., I.hue Juice Cordial.

GrarpdHotel, Hastings
> A i I-*-*'*.

HIS

* Wl 1 °^ e *
SsßKiMi .. is rep,e>e

-'7f g with every modern

♦ Uyginic convenience;

an,i furnished

throughout in the best

||l. U I style Absolutely fire-

I <■ Wf r"°" f

111 s** L rooms on every floor.

Hot at,d cold water

~ 111 baths Com iiicrcial

and sample rooms.

BHB Night and day porter

■■„
in attendance. Calite;

'• “Grand,” Hastings.

Telephone t : 4

George B. Mctckcty, Proprietor.

HL
, uiMMU

“

CLIFTON.”

RESIDENTIAL BOARDING HOUSE.

Phone 2589. Telegraphic Address: “Cllfirth." Mount Eden. AUCKLAND.

Miss F.B. WRIGHT I "-gry- 1 <

A.L.C.M., “?•
I ’:

Cert. Trinity X >

College, London.

Ipnanofortc Ipnpils
IPicparctMd iCvainmation

Te SKj ;

remuera. IMHHHMraI
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News, Notes and Notions.

■.Considerable comfort should be derived
certain circles from the discoveries

made ia ancient Egyptian cemeteries by
Professor Hinders Petrie. Ailments to

which modern flesh is prone, and which
are declared to be the result of latter-

day luxury and excess, are now found
to have been suffered in ancient Egypt;
fashionable follies of society women

which earn thunderings from pulpit and

platform are now shown to be no new

thing, but to have been the foibles of
the smart set whose homes were on the

banks of the Nile. In the course of his

excavations Professor Petrie has dicsov-

ered a case of gout, a case of appendi-
citis, and pet dogs adorned with ivory
bracelets and showing by their teeth that

they had led sadly pampered lives. From

the strictly ethical point of view there

is no answer to the charge of wickedly
wasting money on pet dogs in the fact

that the thing was a hobby in ancient

Egypt; nor should the gouty person, ac-

cused of indulgent living, find virtue in

the retort that the pangs of gout were

known when Pharaoh held sway. But

ethics are beside the point in a case of

this kind. Half the sting in the denuncia-

tions of modern failings lies in the em-

phasis that is laid on the word modern,

lie feeling is gaining ground that there

never was so extravagant and idle an

age among the wealthy as this; and

hence the memory of those be jewelled
and overfed dogs in the ancient Egyptian
cemetery becomes a thought both grate-
ful and comforting.

<£>-<?><»

The recent wedding of the German

Prince August Wilhelm to the Princess

Alexandra of Schleswig-Holstein brought
into public notice a quaint custom which

has survived in spite of the modernist

tendency. The last act of the Prussian

Court ceremony is that of presenting the

guests at the Royal wedding with a

small souvenir of the event, which con-

sists of “das strumpfband” (the garter),
a small strip of silk ribbon or velvet, upon

which is embroidered a coronet, the mono-

gram cf the bride and bridegroom, and

the date of the Royal marriage. This is,
according to the well-known writer, Dr.

von Wilke, a remnant of an old custom,
which has gradually declined into the

above formality. As a parting gift, the

young bride presented her father with

her garter, or divided it. into pieces, and

presented it to her male relatives, who,
attacking it to their swords, returned to

the festival hall, where, it was taken as

a sign that the day’s festivities were at

an end. A complete collection of such

garters, belonging to all the Prussian

princesses whose marriages have taken

place in Berlin, is in the possession of the

Privy Council.

The youngest newspaper in London is

also the oldest. The “ London Gazette, ”

after an existence of close upon two cen-

turies and a half, last month only was

registered as a real newspaper on its

28,185th issue. “ The Gazette ”
came in

with the great plauge of 16G5, and for

that reason was first published in Ox-

ford. The modern newspaper robs it of

much of its importance, for the big ap-

pointments have alf been announced in

the Press before they make their full

dress appearance in its official pages. To

the death of Queen Victoria, an event

which profoundly moved the whole world,
the paper devoted only thirteen lines. Of

the coronation of King Edward it gave no

account whatever. The “ Gazette’s
”

leis-

urely way of imparting the news was

amusingly shown during the South Afri-

can war, when it went oncalmly publish-
ing, week after week, long accounts of

Lord Kitchener's drives more than a year

after they had taken place. Once the
“ Gazette

” did have a real
“

scoop.”
That was the time of the Crimean war,
when it was the first to publish an im-

portant item of war news the result of

the battle of the Alma. The “ Gazette "

is the only nows journal to which Cabinet

Ministers are frequent contributors, and

to which the reigning sovereign now and

than sends paragraphs authorised with

his own initials. It is probably the only
paper which returns the original copy
to authors with the proofs. This is done
in the ease of the Sovereign and Cabinet

There was a hotel congress in Rome

last month, attended by about 2,000
managers and proprietors. The great
tipping question was discussed at the
final sitting of the congress. M. Hoyer,
of Cologne, president of the International

Association of Hotelkeepers, presented a

formal report upon the problem. M.

Hoyer began with a review of the numer-

ous futile attempts made in Germany to

stamp out the tipping habit. “The diffi-

culty arises,” he said, “from the fact
that travellers are unwilling to renounce

their right of rewarding servants when

they find the services good. Besides,
the associations of hotel employees in

Germany have always energetically de-
manded the maintenance of the custom.

The tip is one of those time-honoured
customs which have taken hold of public
life. It cannot be eliminated. Let us

try, therefore, to regulate it. When
travellers desired it, M. Hoyer suggested,
hotel-keepers might undertake the distri-
bution of tips, which should be charged
for in the bill at the rate of 15 per cent

on amounts of 20f. (16s. Bd.), and of 10

per cent on larger sums. The congress

warmly applauded these suggestions, and

adopted them practically unanimously.

<•> <S> <?>

Bachelors are on the increase in rela-

tion to the population. In the United

Kingdom, ’the proportion of bachelors

over twenty to other men increased 2 per
cent between 1891 and 1901. And some

of those who are anxious about the na-

tional finances takes this increase as an-

other reason why the Chancellor of the

Exchequer should come down upon these

unprofitable and luxurious beings. They
point out that financially a bachelor bears

less than his proper share of the burden

cf the State. While aehelor and mar-

ried mau pay income-tax at the same

rate, the bachelor pays less than his

share of the burden of indirect taxation.
For tea and coffee, and wines and spirits
for example, every married man pays

at least two people’s taxes, while the

bachelor pays only his own. This is the

injustice which is suggested should be

remedied by a tax on a bachelor, as such.

Bachelordom is to become a dutiable

luxury, like tea or alcohol. If you want

it, you must pay the State for it. That

is the grand principle. And as soon as

you stare it, you seem to hear people

giggling. But they should be warned.

There is a precedent for taxing bachelors,
it is said. In William IH.’s reign, every

bachelor over twenty-five had to pay a

tax varying fro: . Is. to £l2 10s., accord-

ing to his income. Not much more than

a hundred years ago Pitt taxed bache-

lors’ servants at a higher rate than other

folks’. When he designed a graduated
income-tax the bachelors were to fare

worse than married men.

» ’S- <®>

Colchester has a curious annua! feast

of oysters, which took place in October

this year. There were 500 guests, includ-

ing Lord Carrington, the Sultan of Zan-

zibar, the Chinese Ambassador, and a

Bishop. Twenty fishermen began in the

morning to open the oysters for the

feast, and more than 500 dozen were

ready, arranged on plates, when, the

guests arrived. In the course of the feast

more than 10.000 oysters were consumed

—the greatest number swallowed by one

guest being fifty-three. The record for

the feast is held by a clergyman, who

ate more than eight dozen oysters at a

. sitting. The annual cost of the feast,
which is about £5OO, has to be borne

by the mayor out of his private pocket.

“Laugh and grow fat," is a cheerful
motto, but it is taboo in the London
Fire Brigade. Two of the firemen, who
have been aspiring for promotion, have

been refused, on the ground that they
are too corpulent. They had been

weighed in the balance, as it were, and
found excessive. Naturally, this decision
has given the gravest alarm to all the
members of the brigade, for it means

that in future merit and length of

service arc not to be awarded unless
they are accompanied by a slim figure,
Borne men arc born fat; others have

fatness thrust upon them. Nothing they
ean do short of starvation, which is hor-

rible to contemplate, or vegetai-kunum.

which is even worse, can prevent the

widening of their girth if Nature has

decreed that they shall expend. It is a

preposterous injustice to say that be-

cause one man ia a bit more generous
to his tailor than his fellow he is, there-
fore, unfit to have command. We like
fut men. They are a deserving class.
They are warm and comfortable, and

good humoured, and they lend money.
Half the London firemen, it is said,
are immediately affected by the County
Council’s absurd edict. They have put
the tape round their middles and found

to their dismay that, according to the
new rule, they are not eligib'e for

advancement. It would be paying the

County Council bock in their own coin

if all the broad men in the brigade
were to declare a strike the next night
a serious outbreak occurs. Then the fat

would be in the fire with a vengeance.

The Americans have been quick to seize

upon the commercial potentialities of the

aeroplane. A contract for a dirigible bal-

loon, to cost £ 1420. was given last month

to Captan Thomas Baldwin, the inventor

and builder of the dirigible balloon re-

cently sold to the United States Govern-

ment, marks the first step anywhere to

establish an aerial transport service

available for passengers and freight,
while the line; as now projected, will

eventually be extended from Boston

through South Framingham, Worcester.
Brookfield, Springfield, ana other points
to New York and to Albany. At pre-
sent it is planned to build one dirigible
to o; crate between Boston and a station
in S.itli Framingham, additional dirig-
ibles ai ■■ stations to be erected later on

the route to New York. The first dirig-
ible is expected to be ready for the open-
ing of the line in May next. The cost of

the first stretch, including the dirigible
and’ shelters, will be about £4OOO. The

dirigible will be patented after that fur-
nished to the Army Department, but
with a different framework, and seating
two or more passengers, and' it will be

capable of carrying 5501b5. of freight.
Unhappily the American papers treat the
proposals as a joke at present.

“

The German industrial worker is a

happy man when compared with bis Eng-
lish comrade," says Dr. Albert Sudekum,
a member of the Reichstag, who was re-

cently in London, studying political and

municipal institutions. “

The secret of

his comparative happiness is that
he is thrifty and fond of
home life. Above all. his wife is,
as a rule, a model housekeeper. It is, 1

believe, generally admitted that women

of the humbler classes are better educated
in the matters of the household in Ger-

many than they are in England. In our

system of education, domestic economy,
as you know, is now a compulsory sub-

ject, and this has yielded admirable re-
sults. With the little means at her dis-

posal the German housewife can keep
her home in a manner which English
women would deem impossible.”

<s►<£■<&•

Why do men, women, and evenchildren
kill themselves? asks the author of

“Pouer and Health through Progressive
Exercise,’’ “Suggestion," say the wise

psychologists. But “suggestion” is a

vague term—what is meant by it? To

normal beings al! kinds of acts suggest
themselves; but the suggestion that is

acted on is always the strongest of all
the suggestions in the mind at the time.

Thus, any man may, when despondent,
have a suggestion of suicide; other sug-
gestions, however, such as fear of death,
desire to avoid pain, realisation of the

wickedness of the act, and feelings of

shame, pride, vanity, and hope, will, if

he be normal, successfully inhibit the
suicidal suggestion. Moreover, hardly
any one is so miserable as to be bereft

of all means of enjoyment, and any re-

maining comfort, though small, operates
against self murder. .Whether every sui-
cide is insane at the time he commits

the act is a moot question. Ccr.tainly
none is well balanced, lienee we must

deal with suicide as a manifestation of
abnormality at least. Before any action

can take place there must be the action

in idea, and ideas are of al! grades and

strength. Ideas originally weak become

strong in the same way that weak

muscles become strong—by constant em-

ployment. A particular idea being con-

nected with a particular part of the

brain, that idea, whenever present, will

draw blood to the special convolution

that governs it, and thus will continually
gain strength. Now, it sometimes hap-
pens that the idea is indulged in so con-

stantly as to become an obsession; h>
which case nearly all the cerebral blood

being, as it were, monopolised almoet con-

tinual ly by certain convolutions, those

will not only develop greatly, but at the

expense of other convolutions; in other

words, the constant harbouring of any
one idea sets up a progressive unbalance
of functioning, and pronounced unbalance

is insanity. The act of suicide is a sign
of degeneracy and unbalance, for when

the idea of death overbears all the alter

native ideas whieh in a normal condition

are much the stronger the fact Is proof
positive that the alternative ideas have

degenerated. He has a narrow conception
of the value of life who can throw it

away for any reason whatever. The best

preventive of suicide is broad mental

and thorough physical culture. Depend
for contentment not too much upon
others; or, at least, have various external

interests and some resources of enjoy-
ment depending wholly on yourself. Ab-

sorption on any one thing is a potent
cause of numtai derangement and suicide,
owing to the variety and uncertainty of

possession of things temporal. Variety
is not only the spice of life, it is a neces-

sity of sane existence.

SCIENTIFIC WASHING!

Washing is a science - there is io

doubt about that. The clever woman who
has her lines hung with bitowy clothing,

outrivalling the snow, may indeed lie called
clever. The great secret of washing is tc

make the clothes ttie whitest, without in-

juring the fabric. To get this effect, some

use kerosene, some “fluids.” some borax—-

but the clever woman uses SAI’ON. No

one who has ever yet used Sapon will coun-

tenance any other preparation. Try it at

once and you will have secured a lasting
friend.

Headache, Indigestion,
Constipation and Biliousness.

. o—

Tlio immense number of orders for

Frootoids, sent by post direct to the Pro-

prietor, is convincing proof that the

Public appreciate their splendid curing

power over the above-named complaints.

Frootoids are elegant inappearance and

pleasant to take; they are immensely
more valuable than an ordinary aperient;
they remove from theblood, tissues, and
internal organs, waste poisonous matter

that is clogging them and choking the

channels that lead to and from. them.

The beneficial effects of Frootoids are

evident by the disappearance of headache,
n bright, cheery sense of perfect health

taking the place of sluggish, depressed
feelings, by the liver acting properly, and
by the food being properly digested.

Frootoids are the proper aperient medi-
cine to take when any Congestion or

Blood I’oison is present, or whenConges-
tion of tho Brain or Appoplexy is present
or threatening. They have been tested,
and have been proved to afford quick
relief in such cases when other aperients
havo not done any good at all.

Frootoids act splendidly on tho liver;

a dose taken at bed-time, oncea week, is

highly beneficial.

A constipated habit of body will be

completely cured if the patient will on

each occasion, when suffering, take a dose

of Frootoids, instead of an ordinary
aperient. The patient thus gradually
becomes independent of Aperient Medi-

cines.

Price 1/8. Chemists, Medicine Vendors,

or tho Proprietor, W. G. Hearne, Chemist,
Geelong, Victoria.

FZHORLICKS 1
A MALTED

■ MIVKH

===??= Important Notice. 2-—
■ Attentiomsdrowatothefact ■—~~7?
~~— that Horlick’o Malted ~- —

—
- Milk has been analysed - ■■

7t-.- by the Board of Health and ~- • -a
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The World of Fashion

(By MARGUERITE.)

Seaside Fashions for Children.

TUSSORE HATS TRIMMED WITH

PUGGAREES.

In the month ot January the seasuk

belongs by letters patent to thd school-

boy and schoolgirl revelling in a tern

porary emancipation from Latin verbs
and compound fractions-. December, is,
however, the babies’ season, and an army
of small fry from nursery regions, with

their white-capped attendants in tow,
and a flotilla of toy boats marshalled

in battle array for an invasion of the

rock pools, not to speak of spades and

buckets to dig trenches and rear castles

on the golden-ribbed sand, make their

apnearanee with much fuss and chatter

as the month advances.

.Suitable dress for the children’s month

is ahvays something of a problem, and

mothers arc inclined to vote solid this

summer for shantung as one of the lead-

ing materials, a plain, natural-coloured

shantung made in the pleated form

which is shown on the right of the il-

lustrations on this page being one of the

favourites. The front panel is punctuat-
ed down each side with large buttons,
while a green leather belt, a green tie,
and a wide lawn collar edged with a

gauffered frill of lace or lawn and sewn

with French knots, completes the effect.

Striped duster linens are almost as

high in repute for the children as they
arc for their elders, and the wisdom

which dictates that the sleeves shall lie

made short instead of trusting - to the

specious promises of the little people
that they will “turn them up,” is shown

in the case of the wader with the bucket

and spade, who appears to mean business

such as is likely to involve a great deal

of splashing from elbow to wrist. The

dress in question is made i-athe sailor
shape, and is simply slipped on over a

little striped and woven bathing dress,
fitting to the figure, and which forms a

species of vest, where the collar opens in

the front—an expedient which in not a

few cases is adopted for the first thing
in the morning before the daily dip, and

which saves the double dressing and

undressing, the necessary dry garments
being carried to the bathing machine in
a bag.

The wide, shady Tussore hat simply
draped with a puggaree of spotted mus-

lin is one of the favourite forms of head-

gear for small people this summer, being
ideally light and cool, and proving a seri-
ous rival to the popular sun bonnet. The

little lady on the extreme left of the

page wears a hat of this description,

with a frock of striped zephyr strapped
with white linen, the hat iu question giv-
ing ample protection from the sun and

obviating the fear of sun-headache, which

is one of the common complaints of chil-

dren during July.
On Sunday morning, however, all nur-

serydom turns out en fete, and the es-

planade becomes the Longehamp or Hyde
Park of the diminutive elegantes. White
frocks are almost invariable, and the

most charming effect is gained by little
coloured linen coats very smartly made

and trimmed with white soutache, which
are worn over the little “ buffy ” white

dresses. The effect is still more accentu-

ated by the quaint cottage bonnets with'
which Leech has made us so familiar,
and which are trimmed with a little

clump of apple, pear, double cherry. Of

peach blossom on each side.

JU

The favourite material for garden
party frocks will, I suppose, always be

muslin of one kind or another, but the
word is elastic, and it can wear many;
faces. A simple white muslin, with a

blue ribbon, is no longer the inexpensive
resource of the pretty, penniless maiden,
but rather the luxury of the millionaire’e
only daughter. Our sketch, made at

Panem’s, shows a charming creation in
white muslin, painted with dainty sprigs
of Howers. The fichu and sleeves are in

pineapple and white muslin arranged iu

SIMPLE SEASIDE WEAR FOR LITTLE GIRLS,

A PRETTY MODEL OF WHITE CRINOLINE,
Trimmed with red roses and honesty, and loops of willow green ribbon.

f
REDFERN

IMPERIAL

Whalebone Corsets.

4 very beautiful model, made of white

figured Broche.

For Short, Full Figures

Sold everywhere Long below the Waist

_— and short above.
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alternate folds, and the skirt, though
clinging in front and quite plain over

the hips, has a fulness behind which is

This is a dainty model for tucked net or crepe-de-chine, and bands of filet
embroidery, with touches of gold or silver.Imsdesign might also be

carried out in black chiffon, with bands of black filet insertion and silver thread,
and a high belt of silver tissue.

very graceful. Other pretty little sum-

mer gowns are being made in simple
printed cottons, trimmed with black

taffetas. They arc quite short in the
skirt, and slightly gathered into a high
waistband. .Some dressmakers have had

the happy thought to cut out printed
flowers from odd bits of these materials;
these they edge round with a tiny pip-

ing of black silk and applique as medal-

lions on the ends of sashes, or on net

guimpes or round the flat bands of taf-
fetas at the foot of the skirts, a favour-

ite style just now for trimming short

garments.

with .t yellow ribbun in a bow at OH'

side. The linen of amber hue is made

quite p’ainly, belted with black patent
leather, and crowned with a hat of straw

to match, with a trimming of jet boadft
and two black quills

Caught al the side with a dull gold buckle, and Falling into a sash edged with a

dull gold fringe, which is repeated on the skieyes; yoke of cream lace; rustic

straw hat with tea roses, and cream silk ribbon caught, it the side.

Sunday frocks may well be made of
white cotton voile, decorated inorc or

less according to the “person and the

purse,” while the embroidered muslin

dress mounted over chiffon, lined with

soft satin, is the easy privilege under <a

dozen attractive aspects of the wealthy.

Yellows in a lemon shade, and of a

deep amber hue, enjoy considerable

popularity at the moment. A good
example of the former is decked round

the hem and on the bodiee, which bears

a small V-shaped vest of tucked white

muslin, with large -round spots embroi-

dered in white satinstitch; and this is

worn with a frilled black net hat tied

DINNER BLOUSE.

TRAVELLING COAT

of navy blue serge with tweed part in blue and green; blue straw hat with
green velvet ribbons.

DRESS OF SOFTEST CREAM CASHMERE

A good example is set

by those who use

Calvert’s
Carbo!?".. Tooth Powder

Evidently they understand the
hygienic importance of brushing
their teeth regularly.

Obviously, too, they are well
satisfied with the result of using
this pleasant antiseptic dentifrice.

Of Chemixt.Hand StorestlironghoutAustralasia.
Makers • F. C. Calvert & Co., Manchester, F.ng.

P.O
CORSETS
being modeled on the TZ j 1
finest and sanest prm- Ty
cipies, enhance the nat- f I®’® (•

lira! grace and balance I VI
of the figure, and show

~

Au r //, |
those graces perfected. Q
No ordinary strain or 7 ( g
wear can destroy the / ./ 7 L/M |
characteristic faultless Uv >l

lines of the P.D. '/¥ * Q
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Books and Bookmen,

The House of the Crickets: Katha-

rine Tynan. (London: George Bell

and Sons. )

Though infinitely pathetic in parts,
this story is the most eminently read-

abb we have reviewed for many a day.
That fatherhood should entitle any man

of tile ealibre of the “Patrick Moore”

of this book to hold a whole grown-up
family in thrall is monstrous and un-

thinkable, and were we not acquainted
with the fact that Patrick Moore has

more than one living prototype, we should

doubt that such a state of things could

exist in this twentieth century. The

scene of the story is laid in Dunveagh,
Ireland, where aPtriek Moore,a small ten-

ant fanner, lived with his wife and his

four grown-up children. Mean and sor-

did, both in person and mind, Patrick

Moore's ingenuity was constantly being
taxed in order to invent fresh

cruelties to inflict on his un-

offending family, including his

wife, who had gradually become a con-

firmed invalid, partly from lack of atten-

tion to her liodily complaints, and partly
through insufficient nourishment both of

body and soul. At the time this story
opens, Hannah Moore, the book’s heroine,
is about to be taken in hand by the

nuns of the Convent of Dunveagh, she

being the possessor of a beautiful voice.

But Hannah is loth to leave her brother

Michael, to whom she is all in all, for

strange to say, these unloved children of
loveless parents were strongly attached

to one another. “ Shamus,” another

brother, who had in him the makings of a

poet, had taken to drink, in order to

drown his misery, and “

Julia,” who was

the beauty, and the most spir-
ited of the family, had be-

trothed herself to a villainous old money-
lender, in order to obtain the where-
withal to purchase the delicate food and

the fine raiment her soul so delighted in.

Of the innumerable cruelties and indigni-
ties inflicted upon his family by Patrick
Moore, space will not allow us to more

than chronicle the fact that they were

of hourly and daily occurrence. But just
when things looked most hopeless, love
came along. and the story ends
with Mrs, Moore and Shamus

dead of maladies that could not
bo healed, and Michael, Hannah and Julia

happily married, and Patrick Moore living
as he ought always to have lived—alone.
This book, which ran serially through the
“ Times

’’

weekly edition, contains more

than one example of splendid characteris-
ation. The virtuous, the shiftless, and

the superstitious side of the Irish charac-

ter are faithfully and naturally de-

picted, and as we close the book we feel

grateful to its author for a book which
— though sad enough in alt conscience—-
is as wholesome and as uplifting a book

as any we have ever read of Irish life and
character.

Jcar. of Garioch: Albert Kinross
( Ijondon: Macmillan and Co., St
Martin’s-street.

A capitally-written book, in which a
most uncommon love story marches hand
in hand with adventures of an English
war correspondent, who had been sent
out to the Baltic provinces by his edi-
tor to watch the course of the revolution
of 1905. The book, while somewhat re-

miniscent of Mr Anthony Hope’s earlier
style, has distinct merits of its own.
Russia, we venture to think, would hardly
be a safe place for Mr Kinross to venture
in either as a newspaper correspondent
01 a lover in search of his mistress. That
Grand Dukes and high officials, with an

eye to personal safety or popularity,
or to greater opulence, “would race with
the hare and run with the hounds” to the
extent Mr Kinross's Grand Dukes and

high officials did, borders on the incredu-

lous.
And yet it is not the first time this

has been alleged. Internecine strife is

at all times a horror and a blot on the
fair fame of any country. But internes
cine strife deliberately brought about
by the rulers of a country in order to

•well their bank accounts is unnatural

ami inonm-eivable. Either Mr Kinross

i- a very well-informed man on Russian
bureaucratic procedure, or he is a great
romam ist of whom we hope to hear more.

But Iwwmer sceptical we may be as to

the voracity of Mr Kinross’s account of

bureaucratic procedure, we cannot deny

the fascination of a book that has rivet-
ed our attention from cover to cover, and

further stimulated our interest in the

affairs of that most unhappy country.
Our copy of this ingeniously conceived
and highly adventurous story has been

received from its publishers, Macmillan
and Co.

The Hermit and the Wild Woman,
and Other Stories: Edith Whar-

ton. (London: Macmillan and Co.,
St. Martin’s-street.)

We had thought that nothing more

dispiriting than “The Fruit of the Tree’’

could have been written by this author

until we came to review “The Hermit and

the Wild Woman,” which, we confess, has

sadly tried our patience. With a world

of cheerful types and themes to choose

from, why will this author persist in pre-
senting life’s failures when she might
present its winged victories? Beautifully
written in a chaste, matured style that

is entirely her own, these later books of
her’s depress where they are not thrown

aside in impatient sorrow. To live up

to ideals is meritorious; but minor music

never inspired anyone to great deeds

or victory.
Of the seven short stories that com-

prise this book we prefer the story from

which the book takes its title, which is

written in superlatively beautiful lan-

guage, and with a wealth of exquisite
expression. Our copy has been received
through the courtesy of Macmillan and

Co., who are the book’s publishers.

Tlie Book of Animals and the Won-

der Book for Girls and Boys:
Edited by Harry Golding. (London
and Melbourne: Ward, Lock and Co.,
Ltd.).

Never was there a time in which chil-

dren were so splendidly catered for in

the way of literature as to-day. And

when we compare the old-time children’s

hooks (with a few notable exceptions)
with their crude colouring, nonsensical,
make-believe stories, and generally inar-

tistic get-up, we are both amazed and de-

lighted with the literary- and artistic excel-
lence of the two books now before us, and
are tempted to wonder how it can be

done at the price. For the talent of no

mere tyro's in the realms of art and

literature has been engaged in themaking
of " The ”Animal ” and

“ Wonder-Books”
and every page of them brims over with

beauty, interest, amusement and sound

instruction. In the “AnimalBook ’ chil-

dren may learn the appearance, habitat,
virtues vices, and general characteristics

of nearly every animal and bird under the

sun. Some splendid papers are contri-

buted by Professor W. Percival Westell,
F.L.C., M.8.0.U., on butterflies, moths,
birds, monkeys and deer, which, while

giving children a thoroughly comprehen-
sive idea of the animal, bird, or insect

described, are easy to understand, and

thoroughly interesting. Some delight-
fully- amusing poetry is contributed by
Reginald Rigby, and E. S. Here is a

specimen of Mr. Rigby’s whimsical hum-

our, where he illustrates and becomes the

mouthpiece of a fabulous bird he names

“ The Serawk.”

(lb, I am the serawk with the wonderful

walk,
And a voice like the rasp of files:

When I open my beak, just to laugh or

to speak,
All the people can hear me for miles.

The metre of the above will not be new

to grown-up readers, but the theme is
delightfully and satirically humorous.

By a writer whose name is not append-
ed we are told at last the true story of

“The Lady- and the Tiger,’’ in which, ac-

cording to the writer, the tiger has been

greatly belied. We greatly recommend

this highly ingenious new version to

that multitude of readers who have been

interested and tantalised by- the old.

Louis Wain also is to the fore with an

inimitable drawing of an inquisitive cat,
which so perfectly expresses curiosity
that the label attached is superfluous.
The coloured illustrations, 12 in number,
are really triumphs of colouring, and we

ran imagine the ecstatic delight of the
lucky youngster who is fortunate enough
to become the recipient of a copy. The
Wonder Book, which is written for

younger children, is also profusely and

charmingly illustrated. Here again Mr

Rigby is happy both in illustration and
verse. To a eleverly-drawn picture of
a Russian bear in uniform is appended :

"Major Polar Bruinoff
A Russian and a dandy;

He looks as though he'd eat you up,
Or anybody handy.”

"The Blue China Country” is a new ver-

sion of the old story of the willow pat-
tern plate brought up-to-date, by Agnes
Grozier Herbertson, and which will be

much appreciated by children acquainted
with the old. English dolls, French

dolls, German dolls, and Dutch dolls vie

with each other for pride of place in

the Wonder Book, and the drawings of

horses, puppies, rabbits, and birds will
make animal-loving children go wild

with delight, so numerous, so beautifully,
and so originally presented are. the speci-
mens with which this book is adorned.
The name of Fanny Moodie as a contri-

butor must not be forgotten in this re-

view, though a mention of her talent

as a painter of eat and dog pictures is

as superfluous as it would be in the case

of Louis Wain, whose reputation in this

particular branch of art is world-wide
and unassailable. To atempt to do full

justice to these two books would be im-

possible with the. space at our disposal.
But we cannot imagine any gift more

suitable or satisfying or pleasingly in-
structive or better worth the outlay than

the Ward, Lock and Co. Animal and

Wonder Books, which we have received

through the courtesy of Messrs Wildman

and Arev.

The Great Miss Driver : Anthony

Hope. (London: Methuen and Co.,

3G, Essex-street, W.C.)

Seldom, indeed, have we made acquaint-
ance with a heroine of such composite
character as the Miss Driver of Anthony

Hope’s latest book, “The Great Miss

Driver.” Left, at the immature age of

seventeen, a gigantic fortune, w’hich she

had not been educated to spend, Miss

Driver, guessing, but not personally ac-

quainted with, her father’s unfulfilled

ambitions, prepared to bring the county,
iu which the late Nicholas Driver’s estate

and large possessions lay, to her feet.

For reasons which readers will discover

for themselves when they come to read

the book, Nicholas Driver had given
his only daughter no inkling of the great
fortune that was to.be hers at his death,
and had placed the girl out to board with

some very’ undesirable middle class

people, and, in consequence of this, Miss

Driver had formed at least one very

objectionable acquaintance w’ho, later, '
was to cause her a great deal of trouble

and sorrow. How this individual—de-

scribed by Mr. Hope as looking like “a ,
beach photographer”—turns up, and by ’
his insinuations leads Lord Fillingford
to break off his engagement w’ith Miss

Driver, and how, while she has Lord

Fillingford’s offer under consideration

she plays fast and loose with “Leonard
Octon” (whom she really loves but whom

she will not marry, because she has

been received by the county in considera-
tion of her joining it in its boycott of

Octon), and Lord Filingford’s son andj
heir, must be read to be properly ap-
preciated. So naturally is the plot
worked out that it is with surprise,
that at the close of the book the readerj
finds that what promised to be a tangle
too tangled to untie, smooths itself out

naturally, leaving the great Miss Driver

firmly, if forlornly, crowned as Queen of

the County, and her now dead lover’s

name rehabilitated in the county by the

marriage of his daughter to Lord Fil-

ingford’s heir.

As a striking example of the eternal

feminine, Mr. Hope’s heroine would take

sqme beating, and we are as much a

slave to her charm as the most abject
of her slaves. And though sometimes we

thought the play a little long drawn out,

it was with real regret that we saw the

curtain rung down on the great Miss

Driver and the dramatis personae who
revolve round her like the satellites they
are, by comparison with a character

who in many way’s reminds us of “Good

Queen Bess.” Our copy of the book has

reached us through Messrs. Wildman

and Arev.

DELTA.

NOT IN THE WAY.

The Heiress: But why should I marry
you? I don’t love you.

Bor Suitor: Oh, that's all right. 1

shan't be at home very much, you know.

DOMINION JOURNAL —•

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION.
THREE PRIZES

of Five Guineas, Three Guineas,
and One Guinea respectively.

ARB offered for the most attractive photo-
graphs depicting

"THE NEW ZEALAND MOTHER AND
IIKB CHILD.”

Full particulars and conditions of the com-

petition on application to:

Dominion Journal, Box 8, Dunedin*

Housekeeping
Troubles

are smoothed away

w <7
by using*

BIRD’S
Jfonie

Specialities.
BIRD’S

Custard Powder*

BIRD’S
Jelly Crystals,

DISSOLVE INSTANTLY.

UNEQUALLED BRILLIANCE A DELICATE TLAVOA.

BIRD’S
Concentrated Powdery

BIRD’S
Pudding Powder.

Storekeepers can obtain supplies of die above

locally from tneir merchants, they again ordering
through Home Houses only, from

ALFRED BIRO & Sons, Ltd.,Birmingtsam,Ens

Ml To make Women’*

,
U Work Lighter and WT/

pR Easier is part of

| AX the Mission of
IVt BISSELL’S { J 1
H Xi "Cyco”
II ’A Bearing /f” V
11 Carpet jfc. V/ A t\\
fti Sweepers ffSS / <

ft X, *
1 w\

Inadditionto thia, they save carpets and ruga,

confineall the disagreeabledust and dangerous
germs within the pans, accomplish the work of

sweeping in one-fifthofthe time, andwith 95%
less effortthanthecornbroomrequirea-in a word

PizzeJi
CarpetSweepers make sweeping day a pleasant

duty, insteadof a positivedrudgery.

Ns woman having even one carpetedroom should

let a day pass without procuring a Bissell

Sweeper, if she is notalready using one.
Price IOA to ISA

Fsr Sale toy all first-class dealers.

Buy a Bissell “Cyco” BearingSweeper now of

your dealer, send uS the purchase slip and we

will sendyouFREE a neat, useful present.
Sendfor freebooklet.

Bissell Carpet Sweeper Co..
29 Warren St. New York. D. S. A.
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the mishap appeared only ridiculous, but

on examination of the vehicle one of the

ehafts was found to be broken. With

quite unusual foresight the traps were

provided with bits of rope, and with

these the broken shaft was tied up’, and

proceeding more gently, we -arrived at

the Papalaloa.
After luncheon and a paddle in the

refreshingly cold waterfall, we made a

detour, and stopped at V ailima, the

great deserted house in which Robert

Louis Stevenson had lived so happily.
The ‘house was a pitiable wreck. Huge

and barren and absolutely empty, save

those rooms that were littered with

chips and broken lieams of wood from

the roof, where it had been ruthlessly

torn by shells from the warships when

the gunners, some weeks perviously,
while endeavouring to terrify the

(natives of a near-by village, had used

the Vailima home as a mark for their

(firing. This appeared to me a most

scandalous affair. Altogether, the de-

sertion of the place by the natives, the

uneared for.garden, and the lonely sur-

rounding wilderness, was most depress-
ing.

Rising within a few hundred yards of

the house is the Vaea Mountain, on the

summit of which the famous novelist is

buried. On our suggesting to our guide
that we would like to visit the grave, he

protested that the ascent of the moun-

tain. would take far too long a time.
This, of course, was merely laziness on

this part, so we insisted on his guiding

us. After a hot and very tiring twenty
minutes’ scramble up the hill-side, om a

track shaded by tall frees, completely
overgrown with creepers, and strewn

with fallen logs of wood, we at last sat

down on the huge concrete slabs that
cover Mr. Stevenson’s grave. One hears

much about the esteem in which Mr.

Stevenson was held by the natives, and

the knowledge that the stones with

•which his tomb is formed were dragged

up to the summit of that steep Vaea

■Mountain by his loving native friends

will be an everlasting proof of the

genuineness of their affection.

Engraved on one side of the tomb in

English, and on the other side in

Samoan, is Stevenson’s own epitaph:—

Under the wide and starry sky,
Dig. the grave, and Jet me lie.

Glad did I live, and gladly die.
And I laid me down with a will.

This be the verse yon grave for me;

Here he lies where he longed to be.

Home is the sailor, home from the sea,

And the hunter home from the hill.

I have never seen amy spot so suitable

as this for the grave of a romantie

■writer. There is a great loneliness about
it, but it is a loneliness quite apart from

dreariness. Seated on the tomb, we

looked through a framework of green

trees down a green hill, and across a

plain of tangled growth to the beautiful

bay of Apia. Just below us was the

liouse 'that had been his ‘home for what
seemed to have been the happiest years

of his life.
Stevenson loved Samoa, with its

dreamy soothing greenness; he loved his

Vailima home and his gentle Samoan

friends, so he asked them to bury him

on the Vaea Mountain, on the very sum-

mit of the mountain where he had so

often sat looking cross the green wilder-
ness to the sea, and surely no one had

choice of a more beautiful spot whereon
to take h'is long rest.

We were talking of him, and regret-
ting his deserted and dilapidated home.
When our guide burst into a most dis-

cordant laugh. "What are you laughing
at?” we asked angrily, for his mirth

jarred on our more serious mood. “It

will rain, it will Tain, and you will get
Wet,” he gigglingly answered. The pros-

ipect of our approaching ducking amused

him much, and I suppose he viewed it

as a rightful judgment on us for insist-

ing on climbing on the mountain.

As so often 'happens in tropical lands,
She sunshine had suddenly gone, and

the air was heavy with moisture, so we

tunned down the hill, not in time, how-

ever, to avoid the deluge that was soon

pouring down through the great trees
as though they offered no obstruction

whatsoever. There was no sheltering
from that rain. Tlie heavens seemed to

ihave lost all power of holding water,
and to have suddenly let It go, not in
drops, but in long, continuous sheets.

To ascend the hillhad taken about twenty
minutes, and though I guarantee we de-

scended in a much shorter time than
that, yet wlien we reached the level

ground again everyone was soaked

through aaid through. The water, too,
was seat high in the gigs.

As suddenly as it had come, so sud-
denly did it cease. Consequently, on the

jog back to Apia, under a sky so blue
and a sun so brilliant, our wet, be-

draggled, travel-stained party (for all the

dye out of the gig cushions had settled

in great red patches on our white
clothes) must have presented a very-
incongruous spectacle.

This was the second mishap of that

day, but more were to follow. Half-an-

hour after our arrival back at the Tu-

tanekai, when we wandered out of our

cabins, a very dreary and ill-elad party,
with but one idea between us, and that

to get an early dinner and retire im-

mediately afterwards to bed, we were

met by a number of sprucely-uniformed
officers, whom the captain had invited
to dinner, as a pleasant surprise for the

ladies. 1 doubt whether those men ever

received a more ungracious welcome, for
the knowledge of our unwaved hair,
hardly dry from the recent ducking,
and our altogether crumpled appearance
did not tend towards brightening us.

When the guests were gone—<is
wearied of us, I doubt not, as we were

of everything—we turned most thank-

fully to our cabins, only’ to be met by
another surprise. The captain had ar-

ranged to give a fireworks display at the

exact commencement of the “Glorious

Fourth,” in compliment to the American
warships anchored near by. At the first

wizz of the rockets, down came the rain

with a force that seemed to assert that

rain had never fallen since the days of

the flood. Up went the rockets into

the pelting water, completely lost to

view a hundred feet from the ship, and

seen only by- a few stragglers on the

Tutanekai, and appreciated by no one

at all. It was the dreariest fireworks

display you could well imagine. So end-
ed for us the 3rd of July, 1899, a day
which, despite its minor irritations, has

left many cherished memories.

Certainly the most novel entertain-

ment we attended during those days in

Apia was that given by the Americans

on their glorious Fourth of July. Tire

regatta, which was the order of the

day, had no features distinct from other

regattas, but in the method of issuing
invitations the Americans proved their

boasted originality. Using one of the

ordinary ship’s rafts, the sailors of the

U.S.S. Badger contrived to build quite
a presentable imitation of a man-o’-war.
Dressed and made up t.o represent the

most popular naval celebrities of the

day, and accompanied by a few tow-

haired ' mermaids, the crew of this in-
genious warship paid a visit to each

vessel anchored in the bay. As the

quaint craft approached, the guns point-
ing from her sides let fire a salute which

was duly answered by- the vessel she was

visiting. Then the pseudonymous Ad-

miral Dewey came aboard, and in quite
a whimsical speech invited one and all

to visit the American transport during
the day, and to join in the celebrations

of their glorious Fourth; all of which
we accordingly did.

On the “Badger’ we found novel things
to eat and equally novel concoctions to

drink—in fact, a spread worthy of the

day we were assisting to commemorate.

Things were very merry all day, and I

heard, whispers that, towards evening one

or two began to more fully appreciate
the merits of the native kava, which, if

it does somewhat paralyze the legs, and is

not so palatable as cocktails, has but

little effect on the brain.

A couple of days after this, the Tutane-

kai got under steam, and then for a week
we cruised round Upolo and Savaii, land-

ing in the mornings at one village and

in the afternoons at another. At many

places white girls had scarcely ever be-

fore been seen, and our brown sisters

handled us with exceeding curiosity.

Everywhere did we find a welcome. In

most of the villages the Samoans spoke
no English, and our tourist Samoan—our

“talofa” and “tofa,” our “manual mia
lele feleni”—did not go very far towards

conversation, nevertheless a welcoming
hand always waved us into the house,
where refreshment was offered—a cup of
kava, a drink of cocoanut milk, or a few
bananas, for the Samoans are the most

hospitable folk dwelling in the South Sea

Islands.

The ingenuity of the house builder, for
house building has always been a trade
in Samoa as elsewhere, is worthy of com-

ant. Great curved trunks of cocoanufc

trees formed the roof, and these are in-

terlaced by a thatching of leaves and sup-
ported by more tree trunks. The sides
are usually open, but blinds of plaited
palm leaves are hung all round, and may
be let down so as to keep out the wet.
Several layers of stones form the floor,
and over these are spread numbers of

mats, so that to sit or lie down is by
no means uncomfortable. In reality,
there is but one room. At night, how-

ever, large sheets of tapa, or native cloth,
are hung up, and these divide the house

into tiny bedrooms, and serve as obstruc-

tion to the mosquito as well as means of
privacy.

Once or twice we were permitted to

peep for a moment in at the Fonos,
or Peace Meetings, but these were dip-
lomatic affairs, and the Commissioners
preferred to have no outsiders, a fact

which we did not regret so exceedingly,
for the long interpreted speeches were

very monotonous. AU much preferred to

wander round the village and watch the
girls weaving mats, or some woman at

work by a stream scraping the white
hybiscus bark, out of which the tapa, or

native cloth, is made.
Unrest and real fighting had been so

widely spread throughout Samoa only
a month or so before, that it was sur-

prising how peaceful were the receptions
the Commissioners received everywhere.
One day, however, the Peace Meeting as-

sumed a most warlike attitude.

At each village the chiefs marched to

the Meeting-house and, in orders of rank,
presented the Commissioners with pre-
sents of pigs, fowls, yams, taro, cocoa-

nuts, bananas, mats and baskets, and all

manner of native articles. Everything
pertaining to the Fono was carried on

with the strictest, ceremony and exacti-

tude; persons of high rank always took

precedence over those of inferior birth.
On this particular afternoon, some

muddle occurred at a village a few miles

from Matautu, on Savaii, and a Chief of
inferior grade made his presentation of

pigs and yams in advance of some more

swagger chief. There was some remon-

strance by the followers of the important
chief, but of this the impudent offender

took no notice, and continuing in his

boastful demeanour roused general in-

dignation. Before the Commissioners
were aware of what it was all about, the
ail" was full of flying missies, pigs and

yams and cocoanuts raining round their
heads in a most alarming manner. Their
blood now roused, this cocoanut brawl

appeared poor sport to the. Samoans, so

some more reckless warrior drew that

terrible weapon that all Samoans of any
importance carry, the head-knife. This

is a long wide blade of polished Sheffield
steel, with one end beaten fine and curve 1
into a hock.

From the crack of cocoanuts in the

air, and the soft thud of pigs, as they
came pounding down on some unfortu-

nate back, the majority of the white

spectators fled to the boats. This may
not sound very brave behaviour, but

while an atmosphere of pigs and cocoa-

nuts may be amusing, one bristling with
head-knives is not so. The Commission-

ers, be it said, with great presence of

mind, managed to calm the fighters, not,
however, before several braves had re-

ceived severe gashes in the back from
those formidable weapons. That Fono,
when continued, was certainly a peace

meeting in the correct sense of the world.
The Samoan is gentle in manner, and

he is hospitable to a degree that keeps
him almost poor, communism being a

general rule throughout the islands, but

the love of fighting, though suppressed,
runs in the blood of all the Pacific
Islanders. The Samoan may be humor-

oils and full of winning ways, but I fear
he is not reliable.

In the morning, only a few hours be-
fore the cocoanut brawl, we were asbora
at Matautu, the most beautiful* spot oa

al! Savaii. There we were welcomed by
the young missionary and his most
charming young wife, with a welcome

such as a white man gives to another
when that other happens to possess the

only white faec the poor man has seeu
for many a weary month. The nervous

excitement of the woman, who for eleven

long months had seen no other white
unman, impressed me with a more honest
appreciation of the brave life these mis-

sionaries live. Their home was such a

one as the romantic dream about, and
their village the neatest and cleanest wo

Novena is New!
——"W —

The Novena specifics are all
the better for that. Intelligent
women are taking such interest
in themselves now that it pays

specialists and savants of the
first eminence to spend years of

investigation in matters germane

to the Cult of Beauty. VALAZE

(Jars, 4/- and 7/-, post free) is

already a familiar friend of the

toilet. Novena merits its

appointment as First Lieuten-

ant of Valaze.

NOVENA CERATE. The superb
skin-cleanser. Unique and deli-
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NOVENA SUNPROOF CREME. In-
visible in use, it affords perfect
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2/-and 3/6; postage, fid.

NOVENA EXTRAIT. Conquera
wrinkles, keeps ageat bay. Ex-

quisitely refreshing and of ideal

fragrance. If you don’t think

it’s cheap, although it costs 12/6

(postage 3d) you haven’t tried it.

If you desire to know what

to do in any and every emer-

gency, get Mlle. Helena Rubin-

stein’s remarkable new booklet,
“ Beauty in the Making,” 3d by
post, or free with any order.

Loadingchemists ; or by post direct tram

THE

VALAZE MASSAGE INSTITUTE,
B.'andon St., Wellington.
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Mrs Collins, City Chambers, Queeust.

ENTIRELY FREE FROM STARCH.

MELLINS FOOD
When mixed with fresh cow’s milk Mellin’s Food yields a perfect
substitute for mother’s milk, and may be given with safety and benefit
to your child from birth.

Prepared in a moment —no boiling required.

Highest awards obtained at International Exhibitions held during the
last forty years.

<T Letuk sand you a Garre Sample Boule ofMellin’sPood
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race once Occurred a terrible tragedy *4
the long ago. and more particularly
described elsewhere. Before 1 bid fare-

well to Spring Ocek, 1 first want to
tx*ll you that amongst a herd of fawns,
I saw to-day a real aristocratic Jersey
bull, which would do himself much
credit at any agricultural show.

SPKINC LAN ITS NURSERY.

Spi ingland's Nursery, of four acres,
on the Middle-road, Blenheim, as run and

owned by Mr. Hale, is one of the sights
of the town. It is 25 years old, and the

enterprising proprietor must have ex-

pended quite a large sum in transforming
this well-cultivated spot from its origin-
al wilderness. The raising of shrubs,
hedges, and ornamental trees appear to

be the <-hief industries of the nursery,
and one of the most striking features

arresting the eye of the visitor, is the

great living wall of macrocarpa fencing,
eight feet high, shutting off the nursery
from the public roadway. The wonder-

ful pruning and the dense growth of

this evenly-clipped hedge testify unmis-
takably to the skill and patience of
Mr. Hale, who told me it took 23 years
to grow. Large beds of pinus insignus,
pinus poiiderosa. barbary, macrocarpa,
and other useful hedge plants were in

strong evidence. Here and there we

found that gracefully tapering ornamen-

tal. the Irish Eue (Taxus Gotha Con-
spicua). the Chatham Islands Ake-Ake,
and still blooming, the best and largest
white rose in the world. The .Japanese
prunes, the horsechestnut, the magno-
lia (whose Hower passed away with No-

vember), is now rich in brilliant loaf.

Further on two and three-year-old ap-

ple, pear, and pea-ch trees look very
healthy, some of them actually in fruit,
on the adjoining bed. Yearlings (ap-
ples) are just planned or grafted, while

on the main garden walk hundreds of

the native inatipo arc just peeping
above ground. Tliese latter, Mr. Hale

tells me, are in demand by Blenheim

folk for hedges. Tn the Hower garden
pansies, daisies, petunias, phlox, be-

gonias. scented verbena, and carnations

bloom and till the air with, their own

particular sweet fragrance.. A rare

plant, and which grows in time to a

tree, is the yucca. The cabbage tree is

also hero in healthy representation,
while not far away the lime tree lends

additional attraction. Mr. Hales’ gar-
den walks and beds are 0.K., and their

neatness and cleanliness bear strong tes-

timony io the proprietor's thoroughness
as a first-class nursery gardener.

AJOR GETS UP A PETITION.

Blenheim has a population of over GOOO

souls, and everyone—well, nearly every-
one—drives a vehicle of some sort, and as

not one of the least important drives is

that by way of Spring Creek, naturally
there is a good deal of traffic on that
road, both from the town to the country
and vice versa, and as there is only the

railway bridge over the Opawa river,
when the train crosses—an incident

which occur- live or six times a day—■
all other vehicles have either to wait

until the pulling billy has negotiated the

narrow causeway, or get minced up into

‘•ausago meat. The bridge had long been

a standing menace when 1 got on the

scene, so at the request of a few farmers
and town folk. Ajor went to work and

framed a petition to the Minister for

Public Works, setting out the why and

the wherefore, and praying him to place
anadequate sum on the next year’s esti-
mates for a new traffic, bridge; and it

is now being taken round for signature,
so Ajor is getting kudos for his effort

from the good, genial folks of Blenheim.

BERNHEIM'S FAVOURITE SEASIDE

RESORT.

White** Bay happens to be Blenheim’s

one sea-ide resort, and it may be easily
and pleasantly reached by the river-way
m one of the numerous pretty oil-

launches which dot the Opawa in many
of its beautiful reaches. During holiday
times pleasure seekers make up picnic
parties to visit this charming spot, which
affords, in its rare scenic effects of rocky
shores and caves, food for the eye of

the artist; templing, secluded nooks to

sea-bathers, ami pleasant places to pic-
nickers.

White’s Bay owns a romantic history
all its own, but too lengthy for this
article. The view presented to the read-
ers of the ‘‘Graphic” gives but a faint

idea of its actual glories which should
be visited and seen by tourists and

others.
(To be continued.)

paw in al! Samoa, but the isolation of

their life was appalling to think upon. 1

well remember the pride with which they

bh» wed ua the chapel and school the na-

tive boys had built, and how hopefully
they spoke of the progress they had

inode in teaching Christianity to these

dark-skinned fellows. Indeed we were

al! much impressed with that little Mu-

tantu village. So no wonder our hearts

were turned in real sympathy to these

two young workers, when a day or two

later Mr learm d that the natives whom

we had seen displayed as models of virtue
in Matautu, had been the leading spirits
in the fray along the coast.

Samoans have a keen sense of humour,
and laugh most readily on all occa-

sions. In the guest, house on Manono

•were. gathered the finest, group of war-

riors we saw. What happened to the

women that morning I cannot say, but

never a one did I see. While chatting
to a brown fellow who spoke English,

I raised his head knife from the ground,
and asked for what purpose he used it.

“When enemy in battle ahead, you
run after him ami catch him so,” ami

suiting the action to the woud he hook-
ed me round tlir nock with the crooked

end of his cold steel knife. Naturally
1 cried out loud and drew back, where-

at the warrior unhooked me, and, in

company of th thirty other groat well-

oiled fellows who were squatting round,
Tolled on the IIvor in uncontrollable
laugh ter.

I have long ago lost count of the num-

ber of village-; at which wo landed,
though each- one possessed some charac-

teristic <»f its own, but the dash ashore

at Apolima in the surf boat, when we

were piloted in through a passage .that

is often impracticable for six months

in the year, made the heart beat a little
too fast to hr easily forgotten.

Samoa is well exploited ground for

the copra industry. In 1899 a great deal

of tliat trade was in German hands, and

since the absorption of the principal
islands by Germany the whole industry
is under German control. Thanks to the

kind and thoughtful arrangements made

by Baron von Sternberg, we were guests
for a night and a day at the plantation
of Mulifanui, which is one of the most

extensive plantations in Upolo.
Even the ratHy gigs of Samoa couldn’t

manage to jolt on the soft grass roads

of the plantation over which we drove

from one depot to another. At the de-

pots we stopped to see the heaps of

cocoanut kernels drying in the sun. and

to hear the planters describe the methods

employed in the production of copra.
From the appearance of the dry looking
kernels one would never guess the quan-
tity and value of the oil obtained there-

from

The days passed all too swiftly; at

least for us in our idle enjoyment of

these luxuriant, sunny islands, if not

for the Commissioners, whose days were

occupied with the more serious work of

extracting information from the natives

as to their desires and well-being.

'rhe outcome of the Commissioners’ re-

ports to their various Governments was

that Germany got the control of Upolo,
for which she had been hankering, Savaii

was given to England, but afterwards

ceded by her to Germany in exchange*!
for the administration of Tonga, and
America retained her coaling-station of

Tutuila, which possesses the finest har-

bour in the group.

Our hearts were quite lost to sunny
Samoa ami her hospitable people, ere our

trip cairn* to an end, and as we steamed

away from Apia and from the plaintive
strains of ‘Tofa, mia feleni” (good-bye,
my friend), we all vowed to carry with

us always alfeetionate memories of tin;

happy days we had spent there. A vow

which I for one. have not forgotten.

• Next Week :

Fi ll DI RING HIE CORONATION

. CELEBRA I ION* OF KING ED-

WARD \ 11.

Startling Discovery.

COEDER THAN ICE.

Imagine something as much colder

than the coldest thing hitherto known

to mankind as ice is colder than boiling
water, and you will have some idea of

the extraordinary discovery with which
a Dutch professor has been credited. He
is said to have found out how to liquefy
helium, the rarest and most volatile of

al! gases. The temperature at which
this new liquid may be obtained, it ap-
pears, is 450 degrees below zero, so its

presence in the world will be sufficient
to revolutionise human life.

The liquefaction of helium, says a sci-

entist whose opinion was taken on the

question, is of the most startling and

far-reaching signilicence. It opens the

door to possibilities of which students

of refrigeration have long been aware,

but which thus far hM-e been beyond
our reach in actual practice. It is ap-

parent, for example, that if we can dis-

tribute ammonia chilled briAe from one

room of a cold storage warehouse to all
the other rooms in it, we should, theo-

retically, lie able to distribute it from

a central point to houses, office build-
ings, theatres, and the like, at a dis-

tance, a-s is done with gas and steam.

But the size and cost of the plant re-

quired, the impossibility of developing
a degree of. cold which will not be dissi-
pated in transit unless pipes of pro-
hibitive size are employed, has placed
the idea in the category of laboratory
dreams. Even the use of liquid air or

liquid hydrogen would not obviate the
last objection. The cost of production
and distribution would outweigh the
benefits.

Science does not recognise the impos-
sible, however, and if it is possible to

produce a liquid which, forced to distant

points through pipes small enough to
lie strung like telephone wires, is so cold

that such distribution cannot materially
impair its effectiveness —and this seems

to be the case—science has achieved a

most revolutionary triumph. This dis-

covery, to a mind of scientific imagina-
tion, is fraught not alone with the most

alluring possibilities for' the well being
of mankind, as it may be applied to the

increase of comfort and health, but with
possibilities of destruction and death

beside which the engines and munitions
of modern warefare Are plavthings.

Let us divide the proportion into two

parts, he continued, upon being pressed
for an explanation of such a startling
statement. Some ears ago when I was

conducting some experiments in a cold
storage establishment, I sent a num-

ber of workmen through the plants
to. inspect what are called ammonia

gates. These are valve-like openings,
by the proper action of which the ex-

pansion of the ammonia gas may he
regulated at will, the rate of expansion
determining the temperature. One of

these men, in some way which no one

will ever know, kicked open an ammonia
gate. Not only was the man instantly
killed by the fumes, but he was instantly
frozen solid, and broke into pieces when
he struck the floor.

Now when you consider that liquid
helium is as much colder than vaporised
ammonia as a piece of ice is colder
than molten lava, you will realise the

appalling consequences of its power as

an agent of death, should it be em-

ployed as an instrument of war or pri-
vate vengeance. Suddenly liberated in
a battleship, it would not only freeze
to death every man on board, but the

inconceivable cold would at once causa

the ship itself with all its guns and ma-

chinery to fall in pieces.
An office building eooljed by the

medium of liquid helium could be
wrecked in an instant by the hand of
a maniac or one bent on revenge, and

every one of its occupants transformed
to ghastly statues of ice. Just as

sure as we are now conquering the
buoyancy of the air, we shall achieve
the control of its temperature. While

diplomats are protesting friendship at
State banquets, secret wires will be laid,
and suddenly, at midday, perhaps, a

whole metropolis will become a splin-
tered ruin, and its inhabitants frozen
solid at their occupations. It is as

possible as the telephone was when St.
Paul’s Cathedral was built.

But this picture of the future has a

bright side as well. It means the prac-
tical stopping of the process of putre-
faction for one thing. A hollow wire
'of liquid helium just small enough not

to freeze water, run through every pipe
in a eitv would not only absolutely de-

odorise the city, but it would kill every

germ of disease. Water mains and

sewer pipes would be absolute non-con-

ductors of death—as they are now its

chief thoroughfares.

LIVER TROUBLES.

SUFFERED FOR SIX YEARS — PRO-
NOUNCED INCURABLE ANOTHER
BdLE BEAN VICTORY.

“ For some six years I suffered from

liver complaint in an aggravated form,”
says Mr A. J. Coombs, of Cowper Rd.,
St. Albans (N.Z.). “1 have spent so

much money, consulted so many doc-

tors, and tried so many so-called‘cures*
in my vain endeavours to get rid ofi
my trouble, that I think it only my duty
to inform you of the wonderful cure

Bile Beans have wrought, in me. lam
a man who has worked very hard in my
young days and made money, and when
at last I had everything I could wish
for, to be affected by liver complaint
was, as you can imagine, a great blow
to me. I was treated by seven differ-
ent doctors, and spent a large amount
of money, but derived only temporary
relief, and was told I should never be
cured. It was at this juncture that a

friend advised me to try Bile Beans. But

I, like a great many sufferers who had
tried other so-called cures in vain, had

but little faith in them. However, my
friend purchased a box of the Beans
and induced me to undergo a course.

1 am pleased to say that after persever-
ing to the extent of ten boxes I find
myself thoroughly cured. I am now

able to enjoy life, and would only be

too pleased to give particulars of my
ease and cure to anyone who may be

Buffering, as I consider it my duty to let

others know of the great virtues of Bile

Beans—a restoration to health after so

long an illness being a blessing I cannot

be too thankful for.”

As a summer medicine Bile Beans are

unequalled. By toning up the liver and

stomach, and gently opening the bowels,
they promptly dispel summer fag, lan-

guor, lassitude, debility, fatigue, head-

ache, indigestion, loss of appetite, an-

aemia, and ensure sleep by restoring
Nature’s healthy functions. Bile Beans

are the standard family medicine, and

owe their consistent success to the faet

that thev are compounded of Nature’s

finest herbs and roots. Obtainable every-
where at Is. lid., or 2s. 9d. large family

box (containing three times the quan-
tity).

EXPERT LONDON FURRIER.
Experienced Manufacturer and Remodeller of the highest class and most costly furs to the largest London firms of Messrs. George Smith & Co.,
Bevington & Morris, J. B. Cremer, and Monsieur Konski, Court Furrier. For Xmas and New Year Presents we offer, at Special Reduced

Prices, until 31st December only, and of our own manufacture, good large grey Opossum Rugs on dark cloth ; also first-class Real wnite r ox, ana

finest quality Thibet Stoles: Muffs to match if desired. Electric Seal Throw-overs, lined best Brocade Silks, from 70s. the set, post free. <,sej
November Advertisement.) All goods sold for ready cash only.

A, WENIGER, S2 Vivian Street, Wellington.
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Our American Letter.

THE ELEC. .ON AFTERMATH.

NEW YORK, November 14.

It is gratifying to find a better

business feeling since the elections,

and a prevalent opinion that in-

dustrial activity will steadily in-

crease, with the prospect of a good year
in 1909. It was no surprise on the even-

ing of election day to find Mr. Taft the

choice of the people by an overwhelming

plurality, but the most notable illustra-

tion of the weakness of Mr. Bryan was

the fact that the State of Minnesota voted

against him for President, while it hand-

somely re-elected to its State Governor-

ship Mr. Johnson, who had been the

principal competitor of Mr. Bryan for

the Democratic Presidential nomination,
the re-election of Mr. Hughes as Governor

of New York was somewhat of a surprise
to many, and it strengthens him again
as a Republican Presidential candidate
should anything happen to Mr. Taft be-

fore the time to consider him for a second

term. The most notable thing on elec-

tion night in New York was the madness
of the street mobs of people who year
after year of late seem to increasingly
consider the occasion one of similar style
to the Coney Island Mardi-Gras night or

New Year’s Eve on city streets, when the

tendency is to abandon all convention-
alities and give free reign to confetti-

throwing, “tickling” with miniature fea-

ther dusters and every variety of noise-

making, cow bells and horns being of
late most largely in evidence. Bon-fires

in the city streets have in recent years
been largely suppressed by the police on

election nights, but tlie noises accumulate
on the principle of “the more the mer-

rier.” One of the peculiar incidents of the

election was the return of a man who

didn’t know that he had ever been nomin-
ated. It appears that the name of John

Wesley Kommerling appeared upon the

winning ticket in the State of Michigan
as a candidate for the State Legislature
and he was elected, but Charles Wesley
Kommerling was the man who spent the

money and thought he was elected; the

gentleman who got the votes is a very
humble citizen, living in an obscure sec-

tion of the constituency for which he was

elected. Whether he will claim the rights
which have been accidentally accorded
to him has not yet been decided.

RETURN OF THE LAURIER
GOVERNMENT.

As a result of the elections in Canada,
it has not been necessary to have any new

Cabinet Ministers, and the colleagues of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier have been taking a

brief holiday. Parliament will not be

summoned at Ottawa until the first or

second week of January, and it is ex-

pected that the session will be a short

one. The Canadian Thanksgiving Day
was celebrated last Monday for a change,
the usual day of the week for the event

having always hitherto been Thursday.
The American Thanksgiving Day is al-

ways the last Thursday in November, and

in some years the Canadians have cele-

brated on the same date, but this year
it was decided to have the event on a

Monday so as to enable commercial tra-

vellers more readily to be at home.

I NEWFOUNDLAND’S PECULIAR
j POSITION,

An interesting general election, which

just took place in Newfoundland, has re-

sulted in a dead-lock, each party in the

Legislature having eighteen supporters.
The Premier (Sir Robert Bond) has been
opposed by Sir Edward Morris on the

ground of extravagance and failure to

redeem his promises. Newfoundland
electors vote on a Manhood Suffrage
franchise, and the ballot is secret, but in

order to prevent clerical and mercantile
influence, the law does not permit the

Counting of each ballot box in its own

polling place, but all the ballot boxes in

a district must be taken to the principal
settlement and the entire accumulation
of ballots counted by the returning officer

in the presence of the candidate or agents
appointed on their behalf. This makes it
impossible to ascertain how any specific
hamlet votes, and in Newfoundland in the

past, the need was very great. To some ex-

tent it still applies, for in the recent cam-

paign several Roman Catholic priests
openly distinguished themselves by pro-

nouncing from the altar at Mass in
favour of specific candidates. The

method of counting the votes, however,
prevented the result being known for
several days after the ballot was taken,
and now it is intimated that another
election may be necessary upon technical

grounds.

SOCIETY DIVERSIONS.

New York society is at present in full

swing, what with the Jiorsc show and the
opera season. Grand opera at the Man-
hattan Opera House, the newer of the

two devoted to this form of entertain-
ment, began this week, and the Metro-

politan Opera House will open with a

large list of stars on Monday night. The

papers have printed the lists of those

who hold the respective boxes and plans
of where the noted millionaires and so-

ciety people will sit. For many weeks

to come, both houses will be filled with
fashionable audiences that will divide at-

tention with the greatest singers in the

world, for after all is said the Opera is

a spectacle well worth seeing on both
sides of the footlights. There are many

whom a view of the audience on a gala

night more than repays their outlay in

obtaining places, it may be in an orches-

tra chair, or it may be only standing

room with the opportunity to wander

about the houses and gaze on the more

fortunate spectators in what is often re-

ferred to as the “diamond horseshoe."
The horse show has always been con-

spicuous for the display of fashionable

garments. Many new horses have been

on exhibition at the show this week, more

than fifty new owners being represented
in the ring, although there is a notable

loss in the breeding classes which, for the

past five years, have been slowly dwin-

dling in size. One of the disappointments
in the list also is the small show of

heavy draught animals, but-this is simply
because owners will not bother to send

good horses to the show. In the hunter

classes, carriage, horses, light draught
and saddle horses, the classes this year
have been large, ami including many not-

able specimens.
Society in New York had a sad loss on

October 31st, when Mrs. William Astor,

who, for thirty years had been regarded

as the social leader of the city, died at

the ago of 82. The society functions

given and presided over by Mrs. Astor

have gone down into history as the most

brilliant on record in America. It was

she who established the famous “four

hundred,” her visiting list being confined

to that number of names. It is said that

the ballroom in the mansion of her Fifth

Avenue home would accommodate a

thousand people, but only once in recent

years did she “let down the bars," when,
in 1905, she invited 1.200 persons to one

of the most, memorable social events ever

given in New York. She continued to

hold her social domination up to a vear

ago, when her failing health compelled

her to retire into comparative seclusion.

NEW YORK IMPROVEMENTS.

The steady purpose toward completion
of the new Manhattan Bridge across the

East River is ode of the notable fea-

tures of improvement in transportation
facilities in New York. The new struc-
ture when completed will have a much

greater carrying capacity than the big
Williamsburg Bridge and three times

the capacity of the old Brooklyn Bridge,
which was opened in 1884. The new

structure will have a railroad traffic ca-

pacity on two levels of 200,000 passen-
gers an hour each way, besides a 35

foot roadway for other wheel traffic, and

two footways, the latter capable of car-

rying 24,000 persons an hour east and

west. The total length of the bridge
(including approaches) is 0,855 feet, and

the length of the. main suspension span

1,470 feet. The steel towers are 350
feet high.

The most important change in the en-

trance to the Port of New York that
has been announced in a long while is

that of the substitution of the new Am-

brose Channel lightship No. 87 for the

Bandy Hook lightship, which has been

on duty for many years. It is officially
announced that the new lightship will

go on duty Deer-mber 1. She will cer-

tainly be- a surprise to mariners who
have been for a long time away from
the, port, and is radically different in Ap-
pearance from the Sundy Hook light
vessel.

AUTOMOBILE RACING.

The automobile road-race for the Van-

derbilt Cup, which occurred a few days
ago on Long Island, was conspicuous in

breaking all records. The winner in 1905

covered 283 mileg at an average of 01.49

miles an hour; and in 1900 the winner's
average was 01.43. This year the winner
covered a distance of 258.00 miles in

eleven laps of a circuit of 23.40 miles al
ar. average of 04.3 miles an hour. His

total elapsed time having been only 4

hours 31 minutes 10 seconds. More than
200,000 people witnessed the finish, but

to the majority the spectacle was no-

thing but a whirl of dust. There would

be a cry of “here they come," and be-

fore he words were‘uttered the machines
were past. There is no question that

the demonstration oCspeed made in these
races, the last one of which was partici-
pated in by 17 ears, lias done much to in-
crease the demand for automobiles, and
the business continues to flourish more

actively than ever before.

RAILWAY ADVANCES.

That it may be a considerable time yet
before automobiles supersede railroad

locomotives is, however, evidenced by the
fact that the Pennysylvania Railroad
planned to reduce the running time be-

tween New York and Philadelphia to one

hour. Contracts for 100 electric locomo-
tives and power plants capable, of gener-

ating 250 thousand power have
been already let, and the locomotives will
be capable of making 120 miles an hour.

As the distance, between the two cities
is only about 90 miles, it is anticipated
that a running time of one hour when

the work is completed, within two years,
will be readily attainable. The initial
electrification contract was for 5,000.000
dollars.

It is announced that a contract for a

now passenger station in Chicago, to be

one of the largest in the world, has been

let at an expenditure of approximately
5,000,000 dollars, to be completed within
two years. The station, with the train

shed, will cover more than 10 acres of

ground, and the building, which is to be

of Classical design with a collonnade en-

trance, will be 120 feet in height. There

will be sixteen tracks, each with a capa-
city of 15 ears.

SOME UNUSUAL SPORTING EVENTS.

In the matter of speed it is interesting
to note that a lady’s walking race has

recently become an annual feature in

Toronto. The measured distance is 7$
miles, and this year, on November 2,
09 ladies entered, of whom 54 finished.

The winner. Miss Bertha Winter, accom-

plished the distance easily in one hour

seventeen minutes 10 seconds, the second

being exactly 2J minutes behind her, and

the time of the third being 1 hour 20

minutes and 20 seconds. This is a

marked improvement on last year’s re-

cord, when the winner occupied I hour

23 minutes and 35 seconds to cover the

distance. That the contest, is a popular
one is shewn by the fact, that more than

59,000 spectators lined the course.

An interesting under-water swimming
record was made a few evenings ago in

the tank of the Y.M.G.A. Gynasinm in

Brooklyn, when one of the members

covered a distance of 257 feet 8 inches

without once coming to the surface.

The time of his being under water during
the swim was 1 minute and 3(> seconds;
the former record was 239 feet 6 inches.

A R\SCALLY BANKER.

The sentencing of Mr. Charles W.
Morse to fifteen years’ imprisonment for

misappropriation of funds which were

iu his care or the care of banks in his

control, has been-the most recent sen-

sation in the criminal courts. A year
ago. he was reputed to be worth
22,000,090 dollars, and lived in luxury.
To-day he languishes in a cell in the
Tombs Prison, while his lawyers are ex-

ercising every possible means to secure

at- least a suspension of sentence for a

new trial, on any pretext whatever.

Thus far, the Court has not seen fit to

grant any reprieve, and at this-writing
it looks as though the sentence would

be enforced. Mr. Morse was first suc-

cessful in speculations in ice; to buy ice
stock he secured loans from the bank,
and speculated with tin- bank’s money
in buying not only ice stock but steam-

ship amt mining securities, and a string
of a dozen other banks, the difficulties
of which precipitated the panic of last
fall. It is elaimed by some that Mr.

Morse is a scapegoat, but the jury,
which found him guilty, did not make
any recommendation for mercy in his

ease, although they did recommend that.
Mr. Alfred Curtis, former president of
the National Bank of North America,
who had been tried with him on the
same charges, should receive the clemen-
cy of the Court. Mr. Curtis was ac

eordingly set at liberty und r a sus-

pended sentence, but Mr, Morse was

kept in strict custody.

NEW COINAGE.

The United States mints at Philadel-
phia, San Francisco, and Denver, have
begun the coinage of a new five dollar
gold piece, which is of a style slightly
different from anything hitherto in cir-

culation. It is designed to permit the

coins being piled to a uniform height
without danger of falling. To permit
this, the design is made lower than the
field or face of the, coin, instead of be-

ing raised above it. which permits the

coins being piled without any greater
height perceptible in the centre. Ail

coins now bear the old motto, “In God
We Trust,” which had been eliminated
from sonic by President Roosevelt’s or-

deis.

Mary had a little waist,
Where waists were meant to grow.

But everywhere the fashions went
Iler waist was sure to go

WHY HAVE GREY HAIR ?

HEMSLEY BURNET’S HAIR COLOR
RESTORER positively restores grey or

faded hair to its natural color, and makes

it lifelike and glossy. Price, 4/9 posted.
Depilatory for permanently and painlessly
removing hair from face, neck, or arms,

4/6. Send stamps or postal notes to

HEMSLEY BURNET. Hair Specialist, Cafa
Cecil Buildings, Christchurch.

DAWSON’S Perfeotion

SCOTCH WHISKY
SOLE AGENTS:

HIPKINS & COUTTS, Auckland

THE NATIONAL MUTUAL LIFE
ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALASIA, Ltd.

HEAD OFFICE FOR NEW ZEALAND—-

CUSTOMHOUSE QUAY, WELLINGTON.

FUNDS, nearly - - £4,850,000
ANNUAL INCOME, nearly - £900,000

D ATPITQ I OW Money to Lead on freehold Property.
**** 1 ™ Ageaciea Tkrevghout the Colony.

SEND FOR PROSPECTUS. BONUSES LARGE

J. KEW HARTY,
DISTRICT MANAGER, ORTON STEVENS,

QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND. Manager for New Zealand.
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The Serpent’s Tooth.

WHITTEN BY “ PIERROT ” IN LONDON.

Because one is abroad it does uot follow

that one should always obey a self-im-
posed injunction to stick to travel-notes
or impressions of the strange or the

novel in the country in which one hap-

pens to be. That would be too limiting
altogether. "No man is perpetually agog
with curiosity and the desire to see new

things, and places. And if it is not use-

less to write about a new railway when
one is thinking of "graves and worms and

epitaphs,” or about mushrooms, when

one is listening to the sad note in the

humour of a clown, at least the work

done will be insincere enough to betray
itself, and unreal enough to cany its own

criticism.
Here in England one lives in a world

at once so similar to and so different

from the world of the Southern Hemi-

sphere. The same problems, and yet not

the same problems, and certainly not to

ho solved in the same way! The same

hopes, that are yet different in their

nature and in their effects! A vision, a

philosophy, a mental habit that varies

elusively just when we think we have

discovered its identity with something in

the life we left behind us!

This w-eek, however, 1 have come face

to faee with a little, tragedy that is so

universal that it is hardly worth While
trying to work into it considerations of

latitude, or of social condition. It is

the tragedy of Mother and Son. I don’t
mean a vulgar tragedy—that inflicted by
the boy who runs away from home and
leaves his mother childless and heart-

broken. It is rather that of the boy who
leaves his mother childless while he is

still at her side—who even condescends

to pet her a little in his own good time,
and to be fairly civil to her always. He

is for the mother- as the sweetheart be-

come a “sister”; there Is a gulf formed,
which for him is emancipation, for her

spells darkness and dismay.
Why is it that out of the tons of

thousands of the world’s love-tragedies,
that of mother and son has counted so

few? In literature it is a rare pheno-

menon; in life it is a grief as common as

it is poignant. Probably every true-

hearted, "motherly” mother has spent
seme wakeful nights craving for a richer
return for the richest of all her gifts—-
and knowing that her cry will echo use-

lessly into the void.

The case before me is peculiar. Have

you ever met a boy who perferred things
to people? Who, literally and absolutely,
however unconsciously, would regard
every human being as a purveyor, an

arranger, or (among foes), an abstractor

of Things?—whose gentleness was persis-
tent in view of gain, whose animosity
was instant in face of deprival? Of

course you have, although your own

idealism may often have blinded you.
This is how things are in the little

problem before me.

It is in human nature that a mother,
having found the feet of her idol to be

of clay, should feel the bitterness of re-

action and account her boy something far

worse than other boys. .Love—and a

mother’s love is as any other form of

passionate devotion—is guiltless of all

sense of proportion. The tragedy of the

unloved or the half-loved is always to see

their grief as something colossal an) un-

heard-of; forgetting that “never morning
wore to evening but some lieart did

break.
’*

The tragedy of the unloved mother is

that it is constant, and therefore unfor-

getable. The rejected lover may be

plunged in grief; but he may run from

the subject of his torment and in time

forget his wounds. The mother, on the

other hand, wooes her love every day and

all day long, and with perpetual hopes
that are ever doomed to be dashed

to the ground, that she shall in time be

to him what he is to her. She pines for

the little sacrifice that never comes—for

a sacrifice, J suppose (however valueless,-
except in so far as it is a sacrifice), is

the dearest hope of a mother’s heart.
The most selfish boy w ill sometimes say

a loving word; but the little sacrifice
is the veritable seal of Jove.

No philosophy can unteach the mother,
though philosophy, indeed, is all against
ber. For boys are not often fit idols,
even apart from their feet of day. And

tin' more idolised they have been, the

less worthy of idolising they will have

become. The mother's idolatry becomes

the son’s indifference or even his con-

tempt; his worshipper comes often to

be accounted his tdave. And Nature

only smiles at the agonised rejection of

her law, which knows no tie but neces-

sity, and recognises no loves but those of

choice. A new Will has arisen which

only what we call chance can make

parallel with the Will of any other;
and which chance may set at variance,
even with that of her who gave him
birth.

And not the least sad feature of it all

is that the wooing of the mother—like

the wooing of the rejected suitor—so

often tends rather to widen than narrow

the gulf. If the love of a boy is not

spontaneous, it can seldom be induced.

Peace—an unhappy’ peace—is best pre-

served by a polite simulating of real

affection, in which the slightest hope of

a reawakening is watched for from be-

hind the veiled defences of Love. And

such reawakenings arc not unknown—-

that is ever the flattering unction that

a mother lays to her soul. She looks

now to the teachings of life for her

boy's best lesson: she longs that the

sufferings on the highway may tell him
the story of his loss, and bring him back

in the spirit of the prodigal son to love

that which he once despised. She ceases

to hope for to-morrow; but a few years,
she says, and he may’——! Thus she

juggles to fill an aching void, building
hopes light as gossamer, but for her

made real with the strength of intense

I think people often tail to realise

what a mother means when she says her

boy is “selfish.” Sometimes, of course,
she may mean just what she says; but
far more often she means he is deficient
in love. She has found out the insincer-

ity of those pretty little words, lisped,
then trilled, then grunted in youthful
raueousness—and she craves a proof.
The proof never comes, and with bitter

lightness she say’s her boy is “selfish,”
meaning “he is selfish with the self that

cannot return a mother’s love.” And she

knows she has no remedy but time, and

that there is nothing in which time

is so heartless of the claims of a

mother as in this of teaching love where

it is not.

London at Play.

Fl N AT THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW.

LONDON, November -13,

The Lord Mayor's Show, as seen

(and heard) last Monday from the win-

dows of the Loudon office of the Auck-

land “Star,” afforded a good deal of in-
nocent amusement to the company seat-

ed thereat. During the numerous halts

of the various portions of the proces-
sion one heard some queer remarks pass-
ing between the crowd on the pave-
ment and the Kings, poets, playwrights
and other celebrities composing the

pageant. One gentleman, impersonating
King Henry VIII., was thus saluted by
a man of tire labouring classes:—

“Woteher, Bill!” and “Billy,” other-
wise Henry, replied. “ ’Elio Alf, ole boy.”
“Could yer blow the froth off a pot,
Bill?” says Alf, and Henry VIII., curl-

ing his tongue round his lips, made an-

swer with emotion, "Not arf!”

Then there was William Shakespeare.
It is to be feared that the organisers of

the procession had not consulted any of

the “authorities” ere selecting the repre-
sentative of the Bard of Avon for Mon-

day’s procession. He bore as much re-

semblance to the accepted notion of

Shakespeare’s style of beauty, as Land-
seer’s lions in Trafalgar-square do to the
half-starved, browbeaten “King of

Beasts” that is to be found in the ordin-
ary travelling circus. And his mou-

stache was a source of endless trouble
to him, mid merriment to other people.
It would not stop in its proper place,
and William’s attempts to re-aflfix it

caused yells of laughter. He had no

looking-glass, you see.

Another figure that caused a good
deal of chaff, “pointed as a bayonet,
and delicate as the butt end of a gun,”
was Caliban. He was really a very ex-

cellent representation of the savage
anil deformed slave of Prospero—that
“freckled whelp of Sycorax,” whom

Coleridge describes as “all earth, all

condensed and gross in feelings and
images.” But to the crowd at large, he

was simply "too funny for words,” and

the pavement wit, who, inspired by Cali-
ban’s fearful head of tousled hair, in-

vited his neighbours to gaze upon “the

first introduction o’ the door-mat inter

Hingland,” had ample reward in shrieks
of laughter.

The three witches of “Macbeth” came

in for a fearful ragging. At every halt
invitations to

“ ’ave a drop o’ gin, ole
dear” were freely extended to them by
the lookers-on, and genial suggestions
made that they would look much more

at home on broomsticks than on horse-

back. They were also wilfully mistaken
for Suffragettes, and many an ironic
shout of “Votes for women!” marked

their passage through the crowded
streets.

If Lord Mayor Truscott thought he

was going to improve the minds of his

fellow citizens with his “literary page-

ant,” his knowledge of the London

crowd was greatly at fault. High good
humour completely triumphed over any
desire for historical education that may
have possessed any of those who witness-

ed the show. Everybody was out for

fun, and dignity was at a big discount.
The show, as Lord Mayors’ Shows

have gone lor years past, was a good
one, but “the fun of the fair,” which

used to precede and succeed the passage
of the show through Fleet-street, has to

a very great extent departed. In the
“bad old days,” a vast amount of amuse-

ment used to be derived from the prac-
tice of throwing shovelsful of hot pen-
nies in the street, and watching the
antics of the juvenile proletariat as they
sought to possess themselves of the

coins. This primitive and somewhat
cruel form of amusement has long been

banned by the police, who have also

put their foot down upon a much more

innocent diversion for which the print-
ers’ devils of Grub-street were primarily
responsible, and which caused’ perhaps
more fun than anything onLord Mayor’s
Show-day.

From the narrow entrance to Bouver-

ie or Whitefriars-streets would emerge
a crowd of young fellows apparently in-

tent on lynching some unfortunate fel-

low creature. Up in the air would fly
what at first blush looked liked a hu-
man being. Down came the body, and
then there were sounds of savage kick-

ing. Then high up again in the air the

“body” would be flung, to descend with
whatever might be adhering to it, on the

heads of the crowd. Then there would

he a rush of laughing policemen, who

made half-hearted attempts to rescue

the “corpse,” but usually failed to do so,
until the crowd was tired of the fun, or

the “corpse” had been reduced to frag-
ments of clothing and wisps of straw.

Those days have apparently gone never

to return. Horse play, “ticklers,” con-

fetti throwing, “scent squirts,” all

seem to be barred by the Lord

Mayor’s Show crowds of to-day, and

nearly all that remains of the old “fun

of the fair” is the interchange Of

badinage and repartee, not always ei-

ther delicate or edifying.
A new drill book tor cadets'has been

issued. It consists of suitable extracts

from Infantry Training, 1905, Imperial,
as adopted for New Zealand defence force.

In parts the terms are slightly altered to

suit the purpose of the work. Some sec-

tions are included, not because of direct

application to the cadet system, but be-

cause they enunciate principles that offi-

cers, and even cadets themselves, ought
to know. Officers of corps, as

far as possible, are requested
to carry out those instructions
to enable cadets to be trained with a

view to future admission to adult volun-

teer corps. The books are handsomely
illustrated, and are almost ready for dis-
tribution.

A line rainbow trout was inspected at

Messrs. Hellaby’s, Ltd., this morning by
a member of the “Star” literary staff.
It was caught by Mr. J. Mcßae, in the

Waikato River, near Taupu, and sent to

Inspector Cullen. The length of the

trout is 2 feet 7 inches, girth 1 foot 9

inches, and weight 191 b lOozs.

GAVE HIM ALL HE HAD.

Utile six-year-old Harry was asked

by his Sunday school teacher:
“And, Harry, what are you going to

give your darling little brother for
Christmas this year!”

“I dunno,” said Harry; “I gave him
the measles last year.”

Impressions of Holland.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)] |
LONDON, Nov. «.

To Miss K. G. Badgers, of Invercargill,
who is at present residing with her mar-

ried sister at the Hague. 1 am indebted

for some interesting impressions of life
in the Netherlands.

“On the way to the Hague,” she says,
one is struck by the barrenness of the

land—hardly a house or tree to be seen,

but water and windmills everywhere. The
land is out up into sections of about

three-quarters of an acre, each sur-

rounded by water. The * Blooten’"or

ditches, as we would call them here, are

about 4ft. wide by about 2ft. deep.
“The cleanliness first impresses one on

arrival at the Hague. The narrow streets

and footpaths, in some places only wide

enough for one person to walk, and the

quaint old Dutch silver shops attract a

stranger immediately. The woods ami

avenues here are beautiful. What a pity
we can’t have some of the oak and elm

trees transplanted to Invereargill! A

great improvement it would be to the

town, I’m sure.

“The most comical sight I saw on ar-

rival was a boy leading a string of horses

through the city, with each horse tied

to the tail of the horse in front. It is a

curious sight to seethe women and same-

times children towing the boats along
the canals, and the dogs drawing the

little milk carts with their brightly pol-
ished cans.

“ At Seheveningen you see the people
dressed in their picturesque costumes—-

the women with very full black skirts

(14 underskirts 1 am told they wear)

plain brown or green bodices, a bright
coloured shawl or apron, and a sweet

little lace bonnet. The men wear baggy
blue trousers, reefer coats, velvet slippers
and a -peaked cap. The children are

little models of their mothers, and look

very quaint indeed. These people are

always busy scrubbing their floors and
doors, and in order to keep clean will

take off their wooden shoes and leave

them by the door.
“ From June to September, philharmo-

nic concerts are given at the Kursaal,
where all the best artistes may be heard.

Utrecht and Haarlem were the next!

places we visited. At the latter the hya-
cinths and tulips fields arc very beauti-

ful, one mass of colour as far as you
can see. Amsterdam is a very jolly town,
and reminds one very much in places of

Melbourne. To live" in Rotterdam, well

—l’d rather not. It is a busy shipping
town, but as far as I could see has no-

thing to recommend it as a place of resi-

dence.
“ Gouda, now,” continues Miss Rodgers,

is a dear, old-fashioned place, with canals

in every street. You come along in a

dreadful hurry to catch a train, and lo

and behold! the bridge swings open, and

you must calmly wait till the boat or

boats are through and the bridge swings
to again. In the meantime you have

missed your train! We went over the

pipe factory, and before leaving the man-

ager presented us with a set of miniature
pipes each.

“ Such a thing as a bath-room in a

middle-elass Dutch house is not to be

found. I presume they ‘tub’ in their
hand-basins! A Hollander one day in-

formed me that, the majority of the

Dutch think a bathroom a luxury, and

some evenpride themselves on never hav-

ing had a bath. With their food and
homes, though, they are exceptionally
elean.

“ A Dutch breakfast differs very much

from an English one. In Holland the

breakfast consists of white bread and
rolls, cold ham, tongue, smoked meat, jam
and “Kook ” (a kind of ginger bread-cut

in thin slices and buttered), tea served

in tiny cups and a huge glass of warmed
milk. Sweets are usually served with

afternoon tea. Sunday is the general
visiting day.”

The oil engines in the barque-rigged
auxiliary yacht Modwena have done ex-

cellently in service, and the results seem

to justify nil experiment of the same

kind on a considerably larger scale, says
a Home newspaper. The statement is

made, in fact, by people who ought to

know, that auxiliary motor-power is

practicable now for trading sailing ves-

sels up to 700 tons. This is, of course,

some way off the tonnage of the average
ocean-going trading ship. Still, the pro-
gress it represents is encouraging, and

already it puts the coasting business of
the United Kingdom on a now footing, j
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ENGAGEMENTS.

Na Notice of Engagement* o»

Marriages can bo Inserted unless

Signed by Our Own Correspondent

or by some responsible person, witb

Full Name and Address.

The engagement is announced of Miss
Vera Mowlem, youngest daughter of Cap-
tain Mowlem, “Northbrook,” Palmerston
North, to Mr L. D. Paterson, merchant,
Cuba-street, Palmerston North.

The Stage in England.

(By P. A. VAILE, in the “Saturday
Review.”)

I am not what is commonly called “a

dramatie critic.” I go frequently to the
theatre in London, yet am, as men go in

these lugubrious parts, a very cheerful
person.

This preamble is, I -am afraid, neces-

sary. Without it one might think that

I claim to be an authority on the drama
and that I am an unmitigated pessimist.

It is not so.

1 speak but as a child of nature, who
has during the last six or seven years

wandered far. and wide in this little

world of ours—who has, in short, put a

girdle round it several times—and who
has in that same space seen nature and

acting in many lands. So that when I

come to pass judgment on the great men

of the greatest city of the greatest em-

pire—of this little dot of ours, swimming
in its tiny insignificance millions of miles

from anything really big—l am not

awed as I suppose I ought to be, for I

am on the great foundation level, that is
bo markedly absent here. I am down to

nature, and my judgment is based on

nature.

It is the lack of the tone of nature

that is killing the stage in England, as

it is killing much that is beautiful in
everyday life. And it is the fault of

those who lead that this is so, for at

heart the Englishman is easily stirred

and deeply responsive to honest emotion
forall hisbrave show of indifference, and

it should be the aim of those whose duty
it is to educate to make it known that

it is not ignoble to respond generously
to an emotion -nobly borne, for the pose
of to-day is the nature of to-morrow in
the cycle of generations.

There is no need for ’Englishmen to

try to bottle up their emotions needless-

ly. The throat that is not used relaxes,
the' muscle that is not exercised becomes

flaccid, the spirit that is never shown
atrophies. Let us then be natural, and
we shall improve our national life and

our stage life beyond recognition.
I speak now as one who has had a

world-wide view, and I say without any

hesitation that in my opinion anEnglish
audience is almost the most emotional

that I know. It is infinitely more so

than a colonial audience. The colonial
is freer in his ways, perhaps more hos-

pitable, more frank, but you cannot stir

him in a body as you can the English-
man.

The Englishman to-day responds nobly
to genuine emotion, to patriotism and
to pride in deeds of heroic -nature, la
there here no scope for our playwrights!
Must we feebly endeavour to Frenchify
or Americanise our stage because wo

will not be natural and use and cultivate
♦he very qualities that put ua where
we uow are in the forefront of nations?

(Shall we continue to lean more and more

on other nations because we do not know
what we want, and have not strength
and intelligence enough to use the mine

that lies at our feet? Ay, truly it is an

old mine, but it is rich in pure gold,
and so long as England is England,
properly used it will prove inexhaust-
ible.

It would be too cruel to attempt to

analyse the things that are now being
used on the London stage. There is no

necessity to thrash the dead horse. When
we have taken out French caricatures,
American cyclones, Shakespearean paro-
dies and those circuses ycleped musical

comedy we are practically reduced to

the feeble thing that is produced at

the author's expense, and runs for thir-
teen days—more or less—to “paper
houses.”

There are good strong patriotic plays
that would bring audiences—and hold

them—going begging in London because

actor-managers do not know- the English
character and taste —we have had a

striking example recently—-and always
want a play to suit an elderly man with

a little Mary, gouty feet, and a wife,
who unfortunately also generally re-

quires a part, and although fifty-five or

thereabouts has a chronic burning desire

to play a poetess of nineteen.

I can write a play of sorts myself,
indeed have been rash enough to do so,
but I find it impossible to produce any-
thing that even shows a colourable imi-

tation of an inherent power to overcome

these difficulties, or should 1 say, come

up to this standard.

The modern play must be written up
to an actor-manager and his wife or it

won’t do. The other characters don’t

matter, don’t you know. They are kind
of comic relief, eh what? or anything
like that; but really when one considers
how diverse are the noble forms of Lon-

don actor-managers and their rulers, it

would puzzle Shakespeare himself, el-

even super-Shakespeare, to make his

plays fit more than one pair. Then the

question arises, “Is the game worth

the candle?”

If things are in such a condition in

this dear old land that genuine British
plays, smacking of the soil, and of the

strength and patriotism that goes from

that soil into our bones and marrow,
are not wanted unless they fit a much

too prosperous and globulous actor-man-

ager and his wife, who also is probably
globular, it is time for England to con-

sider the education of her children in
the way that they should go, and so ar-

rest the decline of our drama which is

now so apparent.
But they are not!

I am a confirmed optimist, and I feel

sure that the time is not far distant

when it will be recognised that other

things pay better than trash. This may
be an ignoble reason for reform, but un-

questionably it is an important factor.

1 have spoken of the English national

calamity, repression. Londoners have re-

cently seen Sicilian, French and Ameri-

can actors in this city. Can it be said

that we depict life and nature more

aeeuratelv than they do?

I leave the answer to this question
to those who should know, and I also

make them a present of my diagnosis of
the English character. They will not

find it far wrong. I have held an audi-

ence here for a long time merely telling
them of the great empire they have

never seen—that 1 have seen three times

in five years—and that can be done much
better by actors and managers who
know how to appeal to their emotions
by accessories and acting.

Some enterprising actor-manager will

perhaps remember that after all, at

heart; the English are natural—and he

will make much gold.

“Down in Alabama,” said John Y>.

Fearhake, “there's a deputy marshal who

doesn't let any such trilles as extradition
laws stop him. Term of court was about

to begin at one time, and a gentleman
who was out on bail was reported to be

enjoying himself over in Georgia. De-
puty Jim went after him. Next day he

telegraphed -the judge: ‘I have persuaded
him to come;’ A few days later he rode
into town on a mule, leading his pris-
oner, tied up snugly with a clothes-line.
The prisoner looked as if he had seen

hard service. ‘Why, for heaven’s sake,
Jim,’ said the judge, ‘you didn’t make

him walk all the way from Georgia, did

you?’ *No, air,’ said Jim. ‘I hoped not,’
said the judge. ’No,’ snid Jim, ‘part of
the way 1 drug him, and when we fame

to the Tallaroosa River, he swum.’ ”

Orange Blossoms.

PLUMMEK—WHITELAW.

A pretty wedding was quietly solemnised

at St. Stephen’s Church, Ponsonby, Auck-

land, on December 21, when Miss May

Whitelaw, daughter of Mrs. Whitelaw,
of “Rosenheim,” was married to Mr. Sid-

ney J. Plummer, of Siddington, Cirences-

ter, England. The service was conducted

by the Rev. Mr. T. F. Robertson and the

Rev. Macaulay Caldwell. The bride, who

was given away by her brother, Mr.

George Whitelaw', looked exceedingly
handsome in a gown of pale cream Shan-

tung silk, the kimono bodice worn over

vest and sleeves of beautiful Carriekma-

cross lace, with a cream and fawn picture
hat of eriuoliife straw trimmed with

two large natural coloured ostrich fea-

thers. She was attended by her nieces,
Enid Whitelaw and Maisie Gray, who

■were daintily dressed in soft white silks

and large cream hats. They carried bou-

quets of pale pink sweet peas. After the

ceremony, the ‘bridal party -returned to

"Rosenheim,” where tea was served, and

the usual toasts honoured with en-

thusiasm. Later on, Mr. and Mrs. Plum-

mer left for their wedding trip amidst

showers of rice and roses, the bride wear-

ing a brown coat and skirt with smart

brown straw hat. The couple were the

recipients of many valuable and hand-

some gift-, amongst these being a pair of

solid silver entree dishes from Captain
Greenstreet and officers of the s.s. Rimu-

taka, Mr. Plummer’s ship.

ROBINSON—TREGEAK.

Au extremely pretty and interesting
wedding was celebrated at St. Paul’s

Pro-Cathedral, Wellington, on December

19, between Miss Vera Tregear (only
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Tre-

gear, Wellington), and Mr. Herbert T.

Robinsen, of Pieton. The ceremony was

performed by the Rev. T. 11. Sprott, and

the bride was given away by her father.

She looked charming in a semi-Enipire
dress of ivory chiffon taffetas, made with

a long train. Tucked chiffon formed the

transparent sleeves, anti the yoke sof-

tened witii delicate lace and embroidered

in silver. Her tulle veil was attached to

a coronet of orange blossom, and her

lovely shower bouquet of sweet peas,

loses, and earnations had been specially
sent from Pieton for the occasion. There
were to have been three bridesmaids, but

unfortunately .Miss Morreson (the bride’s

cousin) was not well enough to be pre-
sent. Miss Myra Robinson and Miss

Brenda von Dadelszen wore pale pink
glace veiled in pink crystalline, with lace

yokes, and their hats of brown crinoline

straw were swathed with brown tulle,
and trimmed with roses. Sweet peas

composed their bouquets, and they wore

the bridegroom’s gifts, gold cable bangles.
The bride received a gold watch and long
gold chain. Mr. E. Robinson attended

his brother as best man, and the grooms-

men were Messrs. F. Williams and C.

Bridge. A reception was afterwards held

at the residence of the bride’s parents, at

the conclusion of which Mr. and Mrs. Rob-

inson left on their wedding journey.
The bride’s travelling dress was of pastel
blue doth, and her toque of ivy and for-

get-me-nots had a pale blue osprey.
Among the many presents was a beau-

tiful silver salver, a present to the bride

from the staff of the Department of

Labour, in which Mr. Tregear holds the

leading position.

SUM M ERS— ROBE RTSON.

On the 2nd inst., at the private
deiic<‘ of A. J. M a.llet-1

“Grouville.” Ellerslie, a quiet wedding
was solemnised, when Miss Jean Roberta
son, eldest daughter of Mis C. A. Rob-
ertson and the late Robert Robertson,
of Otahuhu, was married to Mr R, Sum-

mers. The officiating clergyman was the
Rev. W. .Jellie, and the ceremony took

place in the drawing-room, which was

beautifully decorated with white flowers.
The bride entered the room with her

cousin, Air Janies Robertson, the brides-

maid being Miss Muriel Clarke. There

were present about 30 relatives, who
were entertained after the ceremony by
Miss Renouf. when the usual tu-aasts

were honoured.

J. D. WEBSTER

©FLORIST37 Queen Street

Opp. RailwayStation and
Yates’ Buildings, Queen

Street

Flowers to suitallocca-
sions at the shortest
notice.

•PHONES 344 and 191

I AWARDED SPECIAL SILVER MEDAL
for Artistic Floral Displayof Flower Bosquets,
Baskets, aod other designs at the Auckland

HorticulturalSociety’s Spring Show, 1906.

Table Decoration and all classes of Floral

arrangementundertaken. i
nuniTT i Florist & Seebsman.
GILBERT J. MACKAY, ik queenstreet

SYDAL HANDS
‘ARE

LADY’S HANDS
No true lady ever has dirty

hands. She always sees that
they are white, soft, and sreupu-
lonsly clean.

This result is not to be attained
without care and attention. She
must have a perfect Emollient
to rub in at nights; and the one
she has proved to be the best is—

SYDAL.
(Wilton’s Hand Emollient)

You will remember the name

because it is just the word
“Lady’s” spelled backwards.

Price 1/6. All Chemists and Stares.
i_ —-1 —-

CLEAN, COOL

COMFORT,
FOR THE SKIN.

To Nature is due ICILMA '
NATURAL WATER, the
greatest discovery ever made for the skin,
thatdoesawaywith the necessity of greasy
and starchy skin-foods. The Icilma
principle is to so cleanse and stimnlate
the natural energy of the skin that tbi. is
able to resist heat, cold ur ago.

p: -i mneed cye-silma. is the name 'tlven

t ' the Preparations made with ICILMA
NA 1 URAL WATER uni fox giving tons
and t ransparenoyto the skin. preventing
and curingirritations from coid. wind, heat
or insect bites, andafter shaving thc*r stand
alone- For healthy transparency, clean,
cool comfort, glowing life and velvety
softness, Icilma. whetherit be the Water,
Cream, Soap or iedmine, is unrivalled.

Obtainable from

Raiph R Farnham, Chemist

>'orth Shore.
A. Eccles. Chemist. Queen Ht.
W. H. WofillaniF. Chemist,

Queen Street.

Fluor Cream. 2/<‘» per pot.

BAGS ! Does this Concern You?

We make and stock all kinds of

CALICO, FLAX, JUTE, and HESSIAN BAGS, SACKS’
WRAPPERS, COW COVERS, etc

For Flour, Oatmeal, Seed, Sheep, Beef, Bacon, Chaff, Manure,
Potato. Cement and Lime Bags, etc., etc.

LOWEST QUOTES GIV2C.I for Cornsacka, Woolsheets or Malariats

Support Local Industry

I/-XWF/-A nnZ'tC* 21 BaTH STHEBT, DUNHOIN.
1I ■Tf < .W . KWI Ami nt 31 Stanley Street. Auektnnd

V-e &
Sydney, Brisbane, Fremantle and London
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Society Gossip.

AUCKLAND.

Dear Bee, December 28.

Christmas with iis ti-uul festivities is a

tiling of the past, and we are already
thinking over good resolutions for the

New' Year, also new gowns. Town is ab-

solutely packed; shopping is out of the

question. Solid banks of patient hu-

manity, four or five deep, are lined along
the counters waiting to be served. As

for amusements, “The Red Mill’’ and the
races arc the great attractions of the
week, and the cricket matches. “The.

Bed Mill” is most popular, and is draw-

ing splendid homes, but I can’t tel! you
much about it because I have been too

busy to go this week. Saturday (Boxing
Day) was a most perfect day for the
opening of the A.R.C. Summer meeting.

Daily in the morning there was a little
rain, but not enough to make us tremble
for the dainty costumes, but just enough
to Cool the air and lay the dust. J have
never seen such a crowd on our race-

course before; in fact, 1 hear it was a

record day. The lawn looked lovely—the
■bod of carnations and roses, glorious as

it was, scarcely presented so brilliant
ai‘. appearance as the lawn with its im-

mense crowd of gaily dressed people.

THE DRESSY

were altogether charming, and the hats

•beggar description; they were of the
jumbrella or tent persuasion, but were

certainly in most cases vastly becom-

ing and picturesque. Quite the largest
iwas worn by Miss Olive Godwin, of the

“Red Mill” Company, whose dainty
white lawn gown was absolutely covered
with the loveliest embroidery and in-

sertion; her hat was a Tuscan flop, sim-

ply trimmed with a wreath of pink
shaded roses. Another extra large hat

was worn by a very pretty stranger to

iAuckland, who was gowned in a lovely

ivory ninon toilette; het Tuscan hat

was wreathed with pint, and red crush

Alas. Collins was the fust Auckland-

er to wear the pretty Victorian bonnet,
which we are told is so very fashionable

at Home just now. It is certainly most

becoming, and Mrs. Odlins*, of pale
blue straw, with blue strings to match,

was a most effective finish to the smart

blue-grey Empire coat and skirt she was

wearing.
One of the most beautifully rut coats

and skirts 1 have ever s«eu was worn

.by Miss Hilda Williams. It was of tine

white cloth, and was smartly braided

and '‘buttoned” with touches of pale
blue*. An uncommon black plumed hat

completed ’her costume.
Race cbats in black and white were

very milch in evidence, and 1 noticed
several particularly smart ones worn by
visitors to Auckland, 1 fancy, as the

wearers wore all unknown to me.

Mrs. T. C. Williams was gowned in a

verv handsome black chiffon tafleta

gown, and wore with it a sweet white

and heliotrope bonnet and a white os-

trich feather boa; Miss U. Williams

wore a very pretty smoke-blue ninon

frock with a large' black picture hat;
Mrs. Seymour George’s toilette of black
ehallie had a vest of cream laee,’ very

eifective black dome-shaped hat with

h»Ug shaded blue ostrich feather; Miss

Coate- (Wellington), bronze green and

black striped cloth tailor-made gown,

black hat; Mrs. Drummond Ferguson

vore a charming Melbourne confection

of chine silk made Directoiro fashion,

with perpendicular pmnels of silk lace

embroidered with touches of pink and

blue, modish hat wreathed with flowers

in match; Mrs. Sharman’s striking
Directo ire toilette of white crepe dA

Chine was finished with lace and a black

Chiffon sash. Her large white hat was

swatlud with black and white tulle

raught at one side with a black wing.
The whole costume was Iwought from

Sydney by Mrs. Myer; Mis. Shar-

man’a sister, who is at present her guest,
Mrs. Myer was effectively gowned
in ivory crepe de cdiine, worn with A

smart mirvoir green hat, shoes and para-
sol tomatch; Mrs Lowrie (Hawke’s
Bayi, was gowned in pale grey eolienne,
richly embroidered; grey hat to match,
with grey ostrich feathers and ospreys;
Miss Nora Gorrie, dainty heliotrope and

White striped marquisette, with pretty
fiat en suite; her sister was gowned
in a floral mousseline; Mrs Southey
Baker was charmingly froefced in mole-

coloured chiffon voile, picture hat to

match, with large cluster of shaded os-

preys at one side; Miss Pearl Gorrie

wore a very pretty laee and silk blouse,
with a white tafleta skill, large white

hat; Miss Cooper, effective white Shan-

tung silk, piped with pale pink, becom-

ing white and pink hat; Miss Browning,
dainty line white inserted lawn, with a

white hat; Miss Buhl Browning was most

picturesque in white crepe de chine, with

a white satin hat and white ostrich
feather boa; Mrs McCosli Clark wore

black with a transparent cream laee

yoke and black plumed hat; Mrs J. C.
Smith, black ninon, with black Valen-

ciennes lace yoke, black hat, with a

white lace-edged cap; Mrs Devore was

gowned in a handsome violet taffeta,
with a very prettv white and heliotrope
bonnet, toned with purple; the Misses

Dillan and Kate Devore wore becoming
floral mousselines, in heliotrope and pink
respectively; Miss Blanche Devore looked

pretty in pale blue ; Mrs Tonks, pale grey

ehallie, with black picture hat; Mrs

Frank Boss (Hamilton) was wearing a

limo green silk gown, white hat, crowned

with pink roses; Mrs Dennis O’Rorke
looked ehanning in a sea foam blue

Douisine, with chiffon scarf, and black

hat; Mrs Wilfrid Colbeck, very pretty
pale grey ninon; Mrs Fred Waller wore

a graceful gown of Tuscan hail shower
Swiss mousseline, faintly embroidered

with black, cherry chiffon sash, and her
pale blue hat was crowned with tabs of

cherry velvet; Mrs J. A. Tole was strik-

ingly gowned in a buff satin empire
gown, with an effective brown and green

toque; Miss Tole and Miss Ruby Porch

wore the pretty pale primrose crystal-
lines, with large Tuscan hats, swathed

with cream laice and net ruffles, the

gowns they wore as bridesmaids to Mrs

Hector Pierce; Miss E. Tole, cream eoli-
enne costume, dainty white lace vest,
pretty flower wreathed hat; Miss Bay
Tole looked charming in a graceful
empire gown of thistle blue crepe de
chine, with white lace yoke and drape;
Mrs John Reed, royal blue Shantung

gown, with V-shaped yoke of cream lace,
and smart blue toque; Mrs Ranson, ivory
Sicilian coatee and skirt, with silk and

lace vest, becoming toque to match;
Mrs Bodie, pretty lilac silk, softened with
white Tuscan and violet hat; Miss Dun-

nett, beautifully fitting black tailor-made
with heliotrope and white facings, helio-

trope and white hat.

Another beautiful gown was worn by
Mrs. Henry Nolan. It was a lovely
myrtle green ninon embroidered with

an Indian pattern of shaded red and

blue, eream laee yoke and a smart Tus-

can hat; Mrs. W. R. Bloomfield wore a

graceful gown of black and white striped
crystalline with white laee gimp, becom-

ing picture hat ; Mrs. Benjamin, dark

green taffeta gown, pretty’ plumed
toque; Mrs. Dawson, handsome gown of

black taffeta relieved with

and white hat with white ostrich fea-

thers; Mrs. B. Dawson, dainty lilac cos-

tume and white picture hat with dus-

ter of pale pink roses; Mrs. Herz wore

a brown striped tailor made costume,
smart brown and green bat; Mrs. G. R.

Bloomfield was charmingly gowned in

pale grey' crepe de chine, picturesque
black hat wreathed with roses; Miss

Walker wore a lovely Umpire gown of

while and Wack striped marquisette with

whites and black hat to match: Mrs;

Markham, cream serge tailor-made cos-

tume, Thiacan hot swath-d with white
tulle; Miss Firth, navy taffeta with

cream lace vest, prettv blue and white
hat; Miss Gotter, daintv cream costumo
relieved with cherry coloured chiffon,
and a cream a»d cherry coloured hat
en suite: Miss W. Gotter, graceful gown
of heliotrope crepe de chine with white
lace vest, pretty violet hot: Mrs. Ab-

son, rich cream silk embroidered with

black, and Mack 1«eo and insertion,
cream and blai-k plumed toque: Miss
Alison, daintv nole green mousseline

gown, block sWiw b»t with white fea-
thers. Mrs. Vefhovinoham wore a lw.au-

tifullv embroidered Tuscan marouesette,
becoming black hat; Mrs, G. Roberta,

pale grey costume with grey and

white hat stud white feather boa; Miss

Towle looked sweet in a grey crepe de

chine Empire gown with white luce

gimp, large black hat wreathed with
small pink roses; Miss M. Towle, dainty
white costume with pink ruffle at the

neck, and a becoming pink and white
hut; Mrs. Hambley, handsome buff and
brown check taffeta with lovely lace on

corsage, cream hat with brown wings.
Mrs. W. Culpan, junr., entertained a

large number of friends at her present
residence, Cheltenham-terrace, Devon-
port,

AT AN AFTERNOON TEA.

prior to her sister Anna’s wedding.
Some delightful music was contributed
by Mrs. Archdale Taylor, Mrs. Orr (Gis-
borne), Misses Alexander, and Miss Effie
Sheath. Miss Anna Boek, the bride-elect,
wore a handsome white embroidered

muslin frock; Mrs. Culpan, biscuit-
coloured Empire gown, with touches of

pale heliotrope; Mrs. Boek, black taffeta

Empire frock, with cream lace; Mrs.

Culpan, senr., brown silk striped voile

dress, pale blue searf, and toque to

match; Mrs. J. B. Sheath, peau de soie

black applique coat and black toque;
Mrs. Archdale Taylor, handsome grey
velvet Empire frock, and black Nepoleon
hat; Mrs. C. Wallnutt looked well in a

rose-coloured .silk voile dress and cream

floral toque; Mrs. E. Ashton, black silk

voile dress with black transparencies,
black hat; Mrs. McKay-Grant, white and

grey striped gaze de soie, and charming
hat en suite; Mrs. Tom Mahoney, white

muslin, inset with laee; Mrs. Orr (Gis-
borne), steel grey' voile with cream lace

yoke; Mrs. Frank Wilson Smith, beauti-

ful muslin embroidered Empire frock
with touches of black velvet, green and

heliotrope floral toque; Mrs. B. Culpan,
heliotrope silk, and hat to match; Mrs.

C. Stevens, black; Mrs. Alexander, dark
blue silk dress with lace yoke, hat with

large black and cream daisies; Mrs. Ef-

fingham Howard, pretty pale grey voile,
and hat trimmed with heliotrope; Mrs.

Hoars, brown taffeta dress; Mrs. Ed-
mund Mahoney, brown costume; Mrs.

Hill, black; Mrs. Passmore, pink floral
voile, blue and pink toque; Mrs. Gussin

(Hamilton), black dress and hat; Misses

Gussin (Hamilton), Culpan, Orr, Sheath

(3), Hill, and Alexander (3).

PERSONALS.

Mrs.and Misses Grierson, who have spent
the last, two years touring in England,
returned to New Zealand last week, and

are now visiting Mrs. Grierson’s oldest
daughter, Mrs. Harry Bloomfield, St.
Stephen’s-avenue, Parnell.

Mr. Harold Lusk, of Christ College,
Christchurch, is visiting relatives in

Auckland, and is taking part in the Can-

terbury-Auckland cricket match next

week, playing against his old comrades.

Mr. and Mrs. Ross, Hamilton, are

spending Christmastide in Auckland, and

are, I presume, the guests of Mrs. Ross’

mother, Mrs. McCosh-Clark.

Mrs. and the Misses Ireland, “Huhne

Court,” Parnell, are returning to Auck-

land by’ the Mokoia next week, after
having spent several months in Sydney.

Mr. Woodward and Mr. Bankart, pre-
ferring rural pleasures at this season of
the year, are spending the Christmas

holidays at I’e Arolia.

Mrs. J. L. R. Bloomfield and Miss

’Thelma Bloomfield, accompanied by Miss

Una Saunders, are staying at Waiwera.

Mr. and Mrs. “Tote” Saunders and

family are spending the Christmas vaca-

tion at Waiheke.
Mrs. Herbert Kissling,

has taken her family to the Waikato

for change of air, and is at “Melville’s”

farm, Hamilton,
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gililes, Hamilton,

are spending the Christmas season with

Mrs. Gillies at her charming home. Glad-

stone-road, Parnell. Mrs. Gillies, accom-

panied by Miss Lily Gillies and Miss
Williamson leaves for a visit to the Old

Country very shortly.
Mr. Tracey Moresby, of Paeroa, paid a

flying visit to Auckland last week, and

is now enjoying a pleasureable tour in

iiis motor launch, accompanied by his

brother-in-law, Mr. F. Upfil.
Mr. and Mrs. Lowry, Hawke’s Bay,

are in Auckland for the races, as are

also the Messrs. Stead, of Christchurch,
Mr. and Mrs. H. Friend, who, since

their marriage, have been living at the

Esplanade Hotel, Devonport, left for Syd-
ney on Monday last. Whether they re-

turn or not is doubtful.

Mrs. Shakespeare, of Kaipara, who has

been on an extended visit to England and

the Continent, returned to New Zealand

by the direct route last week, and is novy

staying with her sister, Mrs. Percy Gib-

son, in Symonds-street, Auckland.

Mr. Harry Watson, Oaniaru, is spend-
ing a brief holiday in Auckland, and is

putting up at the Royal Hotel.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Worsp, Waikato',
are spending the Christmas season iu

Auckland. Mr. Sydney Worsp is also in

town.

Mr. Jim Coates and Miss Coates, Wel-

lington, are in Auckland at present.
Miss Coates is the guest of Mrs. Sey-

mour George, “Ootliam,” St. Stephen’s-
avenue.

Mr. Archie Denniston, who is at pre-

sent living at Stratford; is spending the

Christmas and New Year vacation in

Auckland.

Miss Winifred Leys, of Herne Bay,
Auckland, is at present on a visit to Wel-

lington, and intends being present at the

Tennis Tournament, at Nelson.
Mrs. Coleman Penrice left Auckland

last week for Wellington to rejoin Mr.

Penric&, and will take up her residence

in the Empire City.

PHYLLIS BROUN

\XTANTED, Lady Help, Ist February. —

TV Apply by letter, to Mrs Wilson, St.

Stephen’s School, I’arhelf.

DON’T FORGET THAT. . .

“ SCOTT’S EMULSION ”

IS JUST AS USEFUL FOR SICKNESS

IN SUMMER AS IN WIM TER

€h» TAILOR-MADE (P I®
• corsets.

The most stylish and perfect corset shape
ever created.

---
C.B. Tailor Made Corsets bear the seal of

Public Approval, and render other corsets

z ft / ordinary and antiquated. Ihey areworn by

/ / L / / upwards of Half-a-Million SmartWomenin

/ / -v J / / Eurcpe, and have been hailed by the

( / 7 / / Leading Faihion Experts as the Lightest,
X. N. 7 Daintiest, and most elegant corsets extant.

C.B. Tailor-Made Corsets are Light as Air,
jwAfc >kxE yet they are guaranteed to outlast two ordinary

1 A A Single Trial is sufficient to Convince every

\ i u woman of the immense superiority of C.B.
Tailor-Made Corsets over all other types.

f Obtainable in 50 types, at prices ranging

L F, om 8/H to 4> Guineas
FA obtainable in all styles from all

jfCj TpJ M progressive stores.

''Q If any difficulty in procuring the correct

/l v R 1 6^e :
/Ul '“L’ll L I# 11:I J. E. HSWPORT,SONS ft Co., Fllnder’sLans.MBLBOURBE

Hl TIU“'W W\\ ~ „ n
Barrack Street, BVDHBY. or

I)-| corsets. InM \J. BUHTIHO, Central House,
.' » Hobson Street, KUCKLAMD.
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NAPIER.

xJeai Bee, December 24.

The presentation of prizes and exhibi-

tion of work at the llukarerc Maori

Girls’ School took place last week.

Among a large number of people were

Mrs. Mayne, who wore pale grey

coat ami skirt, white lace blouse, black

hat, touches of pink; Mrs. Bowen, blue

and white ninon frock, smart green floral,

hat; Mrs. McLean, black braided frock,

large black and white plumed hat; Mrs.

Saxby, golden brown' cloth braided coat

and skirt, brown plumed toque to match;

Mrs. Tuke, cream cloth frock, black lace

scarf, black chiffon toque; Miss Tuke,

white muslin and lace dress, white and

pink floral hat; Miss Snodgrass, smart

brown linen frock, brown hat; Mrs.

tßesant, cream serge coat and skirt,

touches of black, white picture hat

■trimmed with black; Mrs. Trent, black

taffeta frock, black toque with touches

of lavender; Mrs. Currie (Wanganui),
pretty grey and white muslin frock,

touches of grey taffeta, white picture
hat; Mrs. Williams, grey ninon frock,

touches of lace, large pink and grey hat ;

Miss Williams, mauve flowered frock,

prety hat to match; Miss Margoliouth,
becoming blue coat and skirt, cream lace

blouse, blue picture hat, trimmed with

taffeta; Miss McVay, black and white

striped frock, pretty floral Leghorn hat;
Miss Miller, white muslin and lace dress,
white picture hat with wreath of roses;

Miss Sheath, cream muslin blouse, black

skirt, white-lace hat; Mrs. F. Williams,
smart cream cloth costume, black picture
hat; Miss Braithwaite, cream alpeca
Eton costume, cream toque; Miss Mc-

Donald, dainty white muslin dress, blue

floral hat; Miss E. Williams, brown taf-

feta dress, with guipure lace yoke, pale
green> crinoline toque; Miss Bulstrode,
blue eolienne and lace frock, pretty bat

to match; Miss Campbell, smart blue

cutaway coat and skirt, pale pink picture
hat. ■ "

PERSONAL ITEMS.

Mrs. R. Dunean, of Napier, is on a

visit to Wellington.
Miss W- Williams, of Napier, is spend-

ing some-weeks in Wellington.
Mrs. Henley has returned to Napier

from a visit to Wellington.
Major Hughes, of Wellington, has been

on a visit to'Napier for a few days.
The Misses Dean, of Napier, are on

a visit to Auckland.

Miss Neville, of London, is on a visit

to Napier.
Mrs. Currie, of Wanganui, is spending

a few weeks in Napier.
Miss Hall, of Dannevirke, is visiting

Napier.
Mrs. St. Clair, of Wellington, is in

Napier for some weeks.

Mrs. Hadfield, of Wellington, is at

present in Napier.
Miss L. Hoadley has returned to Na-

pier from a visit to Wellington.
Mr. and Mrs. Jardine, accompanied by

Miss Jardine, have returned to Napier
from a visit to England.

MARJORIE.

PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Bee, December 24. *

THE ORCHESTRAL SOCIETY

was again unfortunate in the weather
for its concert on last Tuesday night.
Rain fell steadily all the afternoon, and

till after 8 p.m., and when many had

given up all hope of going, it cleared
up. Nevertheless, there was a very
large audience, including a vice-regal
party. The orchestral items were quite
up to their usual excellence, and excited
the admiration of those fortunate

enough to be present. Mr. Cohen’s choice
of soloists, both vocal and instrument-

al, was particularly fortunate. Mrs.

Johnson, of Wanganui, played, “Study
in F” (Thomas) on the harp, entrancing
her listeners, and having to respond to

an enthusiastic encore. Of the vocal-

ists, Mrs. Broad sang, “The Children’s

Home,” and Miss Gladys Drew, “When

the Heart is Young,” and “Oh! That

We Two were Maying.” The accom-

paniments were played by Mr. G.unter,
while Miss Gans tad acted as pianist for

the orchestra. Lady Plunket wore a

lace coat over a blue taffeta toilette;
Mrs. Waterfield was in eream silk; Mrs.

Cohen, figured black crepe de chine,
with touches of white on corsage, sil-
ver Josephine scarf; Mrs. Holmes, green
velvet, cream lace trimming corsage;

Mrs. Gunter, cream silk and lace; Mrs.

J. L. Barnicoat, black 'silk; Mrs. Stone,
pink and cream floral muslin, wide silk

belt; Mrs. MeKnight, cream canvas

voile and lace; Mrs. Gully, black skirt,
white tucked silk blouse. Mrs. Toplin,
crimson velvet and cream lace; Mrs.

Palmer, black silk with white lace; Miss
Bell, pink muslin and lace; Mrs. Ren-

nell, black silk, cream lace vest; Mrs.

A. Rennell, white muslin and lace; Miss

D. Wilson, black skirt, pale blue Pom-

padour silk blouse with black velvet

ribbon; Mrs. McPherson, black velvet

with Maltese lace berthe; Miss Marjory
Abraham, black crepe de chine, eream

lace berthe; Mr. and Mrs. Colbeek, Mr.

and Mrs. Bagnall, Mr. ami Mrs. Suther-

land, the Rev. and Mrs. C. C. Harper,
Mrs. W. L. Fitzhcrbert, Miss McLennan,
and many others.

At'

-A BAZAAR

arranged by a bevy of little girls in aid of
the Children’s Home, the sum of £l4 was

realized, which is very credible when one

remembers that dolls’ clothes, hats, etc.,
formed the bulk of the goods offered for

sale. The youthful stallholders were the
little Misses Alma Grey, Aileen

MeKnight, Dorothy Morrall, Gladys, Ella
and Olive Smith, Andrey Harper, and a

few others. Amongst others present dur-
ing the afternoon were Mrs. A. D. Thomp-
son, wearing a striped grey coat and

skirt, cream hat with ribbon bows; Miss

Wilson, white muslin blouse, pink skirt,
hat with white ruching; Mrs. Bagnall,
navy coat and skirt, burnt straw hat

with pink and crimson roses; Mrs. C.
Smith, pale grey linen coat and skirt,
black hat with cerise flowers; Miss

Smith, fawn linen Eton coat and skirt,
hat with brown silk trimming; Miss A.

Reid, grey and white striped linen frock,
cream hat with yellow and white Mar-

guerites Mrs. Connell, fawn embroidered

crash frock, cream hat with pink roses;
Mrs. W. L. Fitzherbert, brown striped

coat and skirt, floral hat; Mrs.

MeKnight, pale blue and white striped
linen, black hat with black feathers; Mrs.
Gully (Mastertoil), brown and fawn
striped muslin, trimmed with eream lace
and brown velvet ribbon, hat in shades of

brown and fawn; Mrs. A. Grey, eorn-

flower blu< Elon <•<» I time, collar of paler
of blur, white crinoline hat with

black lips; Mrs. 11. AVyhle, black voile

with <Team lan yoke, black hat with
black tips; Mrs. Gunter, violet frock,
violet hat wilii fawn ospreys; Min

McHardy VVe<lgwond. blue frock. floral

S
DON’T STAY THIN
'Hp'IIERE is no reason why every man or woman should not acquire 7?

[ orregain a Perfect Figure. If ,\ou want to add flesh, be £ if
made plump ano rosy gain weight, strength and beauty, send W

for Free Booklet and a Free Trial Treatment of Ihu / \
Wiracula" tserve Food and Fltsh Developer, This / \

newh-discovered Herbal Specific is a Vitalizing Agent and ./
Flesh Builder. It> will soon put yvur n»?rv<s t ight, tone up your
digestive organ*; and thealterationin you will astonish \ ourself’ and 's?■'*/F 'V
frunds. Attenuation, he it in man or woman, is due toa lack. of llvsh
where flesh ought to be, and the prominence of bonewhere no bone WiwJt
should be visible. Would you like to have perfect health, with a JnWfW
grand symmetrical figure free ofall scragginess ? You can easily
obtain this blessing. There is no time to lose. Everv da’v

youdelay meanspossibly rurther decreasein weight, so write to day, enclosing threepence
in stamps, to pay (xisUge on Free Trial Treatment ;uid Beauty Booklet.

London Specialities Agency, Dept. $ 44 Castlereagh St., Sydney.

*»**!*%gj^*|p:

JANUARY, 1909.

A Good Beginning THE New Year.

January is generally considered to be a dull Month; many people are

holiday making, others have spent their surplus c;> ’h during Christmas
and New Year. JOHN COURT LTD, have decided that there is
to be no “slow down” this January, the rotrsing values and pride
inducements to be offered must make this January a very busy month

TO SAVE MONEY;
-- ' ■__ ■ ■■ -~f“’. ■— * ■ - -J

WRITE FOR

JOHN COURT’S, LTD.,

January Price List
A. BUDGET of Great BARGAINS

JANUARY will be the Month to buy

DRAPERY, CLOTHING & MILLINERY
At ’/

John Court’s, Ltd., Queen Street.

THE GREAT ENGLISH LADIES’ ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY. J
Gbe ©ueen Wa U

10 st ™ B B 3 kt '"* ga—*™ M H her which appears the first

the Brit-
>ll Cd 1• is •

ish Empire, and all ladies charm.ug pro<b.tt.tioi>.

who want to keep them- IS READ ALL OVER THE WORLD.
selves aufail with what the ■
fashionable world is doing

R contain 9 featureswhich are not found in any other ladies’ newspaper. Its fashion Ever y newsdealer in New

should order a copy from news is reliable, its illustrations arecor;rect, and its tone from cover to cover is artistic Zealand can supply
the newsdealer who supplies _______________________________________—

this paper, or from Messrs. The Christmas Double Number will contain a beautiful art supplement, a Rem' Ci- Ok.
Gordon and Gotch’s stores brandt Gravure, by A. J. ELSLEY, entitled

throughout New Zealand . t
■_> T w W 11

the Pren,ier English fashion

and Australia. JL JL' ■ and society we k’.y.

-.. ... ....
f ORDiCR AT ONCE. Ns -

f
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hat; Mrs. Morratl ; Mrs. and Miss Buick;
Mrs. Stow?, Miss Mclennan and several

others.

TENNIS.

Saturday was a lovely day for tennis,
find a large number of players were on

the lawns. Several of th? finals in the

tournament have been played, fn the

ladies doubles, Miss F. Waldegrave ami

Miss Mabel Smith beat Miss Lord and

Mrs. Bendall. The handicap singles were
won by Miss Edith Wilson, who beat Miss

A. Reed, 7—(>, after a close game. On

the grounds 1 noticed Mrs. Fulton (Well-
ington), Mrs. Colbeek, Mrs. Morrah, Mrs,

McKnight, Mrs. Wallace, Mrs. and the

Misses Randolph, Mrs. Pickett. Mrs. Wil-

kinson (Petone), Mrs. Warburton, Mrs.

W. L. Fitzherbert, Mrs. F. S. Mcßae, Mrs.

Eliot, Mrs. D. Reed, and the Misses Bell

(2), M. Waldegrave, Warburton-Lord,
Reed, Porter, M. Smith, E. Wilson, F.
Wahiegrave and several others.

POLO.

The ficst polo match of the season was

played on the Hokowhi-tu grounds on

Saturday afternoon, when a local team

beat a team from Wanganui, 6 goals to

2. The visitors were Messrs. L. Strachan,
F. 11. Jones. L. Bigger and («. McLeod.

The local men wore Messrs. Goring, John-

ston, Giffard Moore. W. Strang and B.

Levin. Afternoon tea was provided from

Government House by Txuly Plunket. The.

Government House party present were:

Lady Jane Gathorn? Hardy and Mrs.

Waterfield, Captains Gathorne Hardy and

Lyon, A’s.D.C’.. Other spectators includ-
ed Mrs and the Misses Abraham, Mrs A.

Strang, Mrs. W. Strang, Mrs. Moore,
Mrs. and Miss Monro. Mrs. Bussell.

PERSONAL.

Mrs. Fulton, Wellington, spent a few

days last week with her sister, Mrs. C. F.

Waldegrave.
Mr. and Mrs. A. 1). Thompson and Miss

Edith Wilson have gone on the Pelorous

Sound trip.
Air. and Mrs. C. Adams and their little

daughter are spending the holidays at

Teta-hi Bay, Wellington.
Mrs. W. Keeling and children and Mrs.

W. Bendall and children have gone for a

month or so to Rona Bay, Wellington.
Mrs. Clark. Wanganui, is staying with

her sister, Mrs. H. Waldegrave.
Mr. and Mrs. A. Rennell have gone to

Wellington for Christmas week.

VIDLET.

CHRISTCHURCH.

Dear Bee, Dec. 24.

THE ELORAL FETE,

which, owing to bad weather, was post-
poned from Wednesday last, took place
on Saturday. The attendance was not as

good as was expected, due partly to the

fact that a very large garden party and

children’s party was given at Fendalton

on the same day. Still, the promoters of

the fete are to be congratulated on the

complete success of all their arrange-
ments. The principal feature of the

show was undoubtedly the march past of

rhe Human Posters; the first prize for
■which was won hy Miss Banks, represent-
ing “The Canterbury Times.”

On the same afternoon Mrs. Beckett

gave a

GARDEN PARTY AND CHILDRENS
PARTY

in her beautiful grounds at Fendalton.
Mrs. Beckett wore a lovely gown of sea-

green muslin, and large white hat; her

mother, Mrs. Withnell. wore a handsome

black toilette relieved with white. The

little ones were entertained with a huge
Chri>tmu» tree covered with toys of all

descriptions. each child being the recipi-
ent of at least two toys and a box of

sweeties to take home. A few of those

among the grown-ups were Mosdames
Moreland, Blunt. Harris, Rhodes, Wigley,
Aniiitage (Ireland), Lee, Ross, J. Cra-

rroft Wilson, J. D. Hall, Kitto, Day,
Pascoe, <•. <k»rard, Butterworth, Archer,
Maxdon-ild, Stewart. Dixon, Irving, Tal-
bot. (ampbell. Palmer, Mcares, Ford,

Bovs. W. Harman. Evans, Sedgewick, Wil-

kin. Ander.-on, Merton. Dalgety, 'Slow-

nian, Luc.in. Reid, Wall, Pinckney, Tur-
ner, W. Hall. C«»x. Knight, laiwrenc?,
Henna, Archer, Maxwell, 1). McFarlane,
Tod himter, Misses Cox, Newton, Orbell,
Cot terill. Cotton,t rosnley, Joseph, Lucas,
Cook. Gerard, Inman and Izard.

A hay party was given on Tuesday
afternoon by Mrs. Archer, at Fendalton.
Au immense number of guesL» were pre-

sent, both largv and small; all of whom

agreed that it was the happiest, merriest

party of the season.

On Tuesday evening Miss Pratt gave »

.mall children's party at Worcest’er-street

A Christmas tree laden with gifts w«s

provided for the entertainment of the

little ones.

Mrs. Talitol, Oxford-terrace, gave a

party for tiny tots on Wednesday after-

noon.

The Christchurch children are having
quite a gay time this Christmas, and are

lieing already laden with toys. Poor

Santa Claus will lie at his wits’ end to

know what novelty to bring them to-

morrow.

PERSONAL NOTES.

Lady Clifford and Miss Clifford left

Christchurch on Thursday for Stoney-
hurst. Other Christchurch departures
are: Miss Nancarrow for Dunedin, Mr.,
Mrs. and Miss Neave for South Otago,
and Miss Westenra for Gisborne.

Amongst the arrivals in ChrlstcftiireH
are Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Aeland and fam-

ily, who have returned from England;
Miss Collishaw, who has returned from

England; Mrs. Rice (America), who has

conre on a visit to her daughter, Mrs.

finals ; Mrs. Duncan Cam-

eron (Methven), and Miss Murray Ayns-
ley, who have returned from .a trip to

Rotorua; and Miss Hawdon, who lias re-

turned from England.
Visitors to Christchurch include Mrs.

Hawdon (Mt. Peel), who is staying with

Mrs. A. E. G. Rhodes (Merivale), Miss

T.yon (Woodbury), Mrs. Kilian (C lent

Hills), Mr. and Mrs. Armitage (Ireland),
Mrs. 11. Acton Adams, Mr. and Mrs.

Hawkins (Napier). Miss Wells (Amber-
ley), who is the guest of Mrs. H. 1“. Hill,
Papanui.

DOLLY VALE.

BLENHEIM.

Dear Bee, December 22.

Last Saturday afternoon more matches
were played in connection with this
year’s championship

ON THE MARLBOROUGH LAWN

TENNIS

grounds, and there was a good attend-

ance of both ladies and gentlemen, it

being such a lovely afternoon. On this
occasion Mrs 11. McCallum provided and

dispensed a dainty afternoon tea, which
was much appreciated. Some of those
present wore: — Mesdames McCallum,
Mowat, Clouston. Clark, Adams, and

Bennett; Misses D. Waddy, B. Griffiths,
Bell (2), Horton (2), Harley, Neville
(2), Burden, Leslie, Easther, Heffer (2),
Clarke, Shand, and Anderson, Messrs.

Bagge, Burden. Moore, Hill. Anderson,
Armstrong, Fisher, Stace, Churchward,
Shepherd, Vickers (Pieton). Dr Adams,
and Bennett.

PRESENTATION.

Mr H. J. Robinson (Picton), and very
well known in our midst, left for Wel-

lington, where he is to be married to

Miss Vera Tregear, of that city. Mr

Robinson was for many years a teacher

in the Blenheim Borough School, and
then at Tua Marina, and now holds the

position of headmaster of the Picton

school. His old pupils of the Tua Marina

Seholo entertained and presented hint

with a silver sugar basin and cream jug,
as a mark of the high esteem in which he

was held there. He was also presented
by the Picton school children with a

handsome silver inkstand, suitably in-

scribed. Among those who have left
to be present at his wedding are Dr

and Mrs Redman, Mr E. Robinson, and
Mrs F. Dodson.

PERSONALS.

Mr D. A. Sturroek left for Wellington
on Thursday on his way to spend his

holidays in Australia.
Mr and Mrs B. (Houston (Springdale)

left on Monday for a holiday at Rotorua.

l>r and Mrs Naim have returned from
n most enjoyable trip to Rotorua.

Mrs Montgomery (Wanganui) is visit-
ing lifr daughter, Mrs Tripe, “Koromiko.”

Miss Bennnett, who has been visiting
Mrs L. Griffiths, “Springlands,” has re-

turned to Masterton.

Mrs H. Tilly, “Springlands,” is visit-
ing friends in Wellington.

Mmb McDonald (England) in staying
at the Club Hotel, with Mr and Mrs Fred
Red wood.

Mrs H. D. Vavasour and Miss Vava-
sour, and the two Misses Vavasour re-

turned to their home at “Ugbrooke” this
week after an extended visit to Europe.

Mrs E. Reid (Wellington) is the guest
of Mrs W. Bell at “Flaxmere.”

Miss Ida'Green has returned to Napier

after a short visit to her old friends la
Blenheim.

Miss Nessie Grace is spending her holi-
day at “The Parsonage.”

Mrs C. J. W. Griffiths left to-day on

a holiday to Nelson.
“JEAN."

Appropriate Gifts
For Ladies.

TF you are giving » lady,a gift It must be something useful, something that

she can put to personal iise. Such a gift is always acceptable and is
always appreciated. The following are some suggestive items:

FANCY LAWN HANDKERCHIEFS
and Hemstitched, and effect-

ed ively embroidered. Half dozen in a

box, at 3/9, 3/11, 4/11, 5/6, 6/6, 7/11, 8/11 i
per box.

FINE IRISH LINEN HANDKERCHIEFS
EMBROIDERED and with Scolloped or

Hemstitched borders. Half dozen in a

box, at 7/11, 8/11, 11/6, 12/9, 14/6 per box.

SHAMROCK LINEN LAWN HANDKERCHIEFS

HANDSOMELY' Embroidered, with Hem-

stitched or Scolloped borders, at 17/6,

18/6, 19/6, 22/6, 25/6, 30/- to 78/- per dozen.

SILK MALTESE LACE HANDKERCHIEFS

WITH Silk Centres, at.3/6, 7/11, 8/6, 9/6.
13/6, 17/6, 18/6, 22/6 each.

REAL LACE HANDKERCHIEFS
IN Duchesse Point, Point de Gaze, and

Point de Floudre, with fine linen cen-

tres, at 12/6, 14/6, 16/-, 21/- to 63/- each.

Some
Special Gifts.

FANCY SILK DOROTHY BAGS

THESE dainty little bags are made of

fancy silk ribbon with draw cord fas-
tening, in six different shapes, and just
large enough to hold a small pnrse and

handkerchief, or powder puff, at 1/11, 2/3,
2/6, 2/11, 3/3, 3/11, 4/11 each.

REAL SEAL HAND BAGS

LINED throughout with leather, and m
four good colours, at 12/11 each.

GRAIN LEATHER SCISSOR CASES
/CONTAINING three pairs of Scissors of

different sizes. The scissors are of
British manufacture, and are made of the

finest steel, at 6/6, 7/6 the case.

Kirkcaldie & Stains, Ltd.
WELLINGTON.

Preliminary Announcement

MESSENGER COY.
beg to announce to the ladies of

Auckland that they have made

arrangements with a Specialist
to attend to customers for their

famous Corsets.

CGT NOTICE address:

Head Office: MRS. CASSIDY.

189 a Manchester Street,

Christchurch NORTHCOTB.
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Children's Page

COUSINS’ BADGES.

Cousins requiring badges are requested

to send an addressed envelope, when the

badge will be forwarded by return mail.

COUSINS’ CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Cousin Kate, —Now our exam,

is over, I will take the opportunity, to

write to you to thank you for the

badges you sent us, which we thought
were very nice indeed. Do you like walk-

ing through bush? I went through a

bush on Saturday over at Birkenhead.
It was at a friend’s place, and, oh! it
was lovely walking through it. Christ-
mas is very near now. On Christinas Day
we always go to grandmother’s place,
and we always have a good old time

there. There will he about- 20 people
out at grandmother's. I wish all the
cousins a Merry Christinas and a Happy
New Year, and you the same. Now, with

love, from Cousin NELLIE.

[Dear Cousin Nellie,—How thankful

you must be to have those awful ex-

aminations over. Do you know the re-

sults yet? I think adl the other cousins
have passed theirs. Isn’t that grand? I

love the bush, and always feel so sad

when any is cut down; but, of course, it

has to be done. Walking through real
hush is not at all easy. Very often it

takes hours to get even a mile when you
have to cut your way through supple-
jacks and law’yers, and- other creepers

like that; but going through bush with

nice paths all ready made is lovely. You

will have a lovely time on Christmas

Day, but I think I am rather sorry for

your grandmother. Fancy 20 extra to

dinner these hot days. How big the
Christinas puddings will have to be.—•
Cousin Kate.l

<• -b +

Dear Cousin Kate,—We were very
glad to see the rain here in the country.
The ground was very hard and dry.
Valentine is 21 months old; he tries to

sing a few baby songs. He is very fond
of bathing, and has no fear of the
water. The last service that we had
here we went to it, and had to go 14

miles there and back, The Maoris who

took us over the river left us in the

lurch, so a friend kindly brought us

across. Cousins Kathleen and Freda

seem to have a lot of dolls, and I should
think they would want a. special house

to keep them all in. In a few weeks now

the bush will look very pretty when all
the Christmas flowers are out; it is very
late this year. We are expecting some

friends up for Christmas, and I hope we

have a jolly time. With love to your-
self and all the other coueins. I remain,
your loving cousin, MOYRA.

[Dear Cousin Moyra,—Thank you very
much for your card and your good wish-

es; the same to you, and many, many of
them. I think the Christmas flowers are

very late this year. I was just saying
that to my sister yesterday. We have

big trees in the garden, and there
•re only a few small flowers out, and
they ought to have been out a week ago.
What a fluster you must have been in

when those Maoris never came back for

you. You were lucky to have a friend
close at hand, weren’t you? We had quite
a lot of rain here last week, which wc

didn’t want at all. We would have been
only too glad to give it to you. I got
caught in a fearfully heavy shower, and

got wet through. I suppose Valentine
runs about all over the place now, and

has to be watched all the time? Aren’t
you afraid he will go bathing on his own

account? You are so close to the water,
aren't you?—Cousin Kate.]

♦ ♦ 4?

badge, and was very pleased with it.
I am very sorry that I was unable to

write to you before, as our first exami-
nation is just over, and we are work-
ing very hard for the final one. I hope
next time I write I will be able to tell

you that I was successful in passing
into the seventh standard. The flower
show was held here a fortnight ago,
but, owing to the rain, the show was not
the success it was twelve months ago,
tin' best of the flowers being spoilt.
There are two shows lielfl during the

year. The general show, which is held
in February, that show being quite apart
from the November one, which is en-

tirely for flowers. I generally put writ-

ing in the February show, whieh I in-
tend doing again this year. As this is
all the news I have at present, I must

close, witli love to all the cousins,—-I
remain Cousin HAZEL.

[Dear Cousin Hazel,—l am so glad

yoti liked your badge, and I never really
expect any letters . when examinations

are on; you must have quite enough
to do preparing for them; I hope you

pass alright, they are such horrible
things, aren’t they. I remember we

used to dread them fearfully. Our
flower show was held quite a long time
ago, and the flowers were glorious, es-

pecially the roses and sweet pea. What
kind of writing do you put into the
show, just ordinary handwriting, or an

essay of some sort? Of course you
have begun your holidays by this time;
the weather is perfectly lovely for them,
isn’t it? I hope you will enjoy them

thoroughly,—Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousin Kate,—This is my last
letter to you before Xmas, so I shall

wish you and all the other cousins a

very merry Xmas. I did not go to

Hehooll yesterday becausie at was so

wet, and nearly had to stop at home to-

day, too. We are very busy at school

making Xmas presents. 1 would tell
you what I am making for mother and

father, only mother always reads my
letter, and she would see ■what I am

making for her. Are you going away
for Xmas, we are not. lam going to

hang up a baby’s bootee for Frisky, I

want him to get a little collar in it. I
went to a picnic up One-tree Hill last

Saturday, and had a lovely time.-—I re-

main with much love to your dear self
and all the other cousins, from Cousin
HELEN.

[Dear Cousin Helen,—Thank you for
yon good wishes for Xmas. I hope yon,
too. will have a lovely time, and a very
full stocking. I don’t think you wifi
have to bother about the rain for some

time now, which is just as it should be
for the holidays; it doesn’t matter so

much about the weather at school times,
does it? I hope mother's Xmas pre-
sent will be a great success, though she

is sure to like it after you have taken

so much trouble about it. I don’t
think I am going away for Xmas, either,
but I always go away into the country
somewhere about February, just when
you are going back to school. I haven’t
been up One-tree Hill for such a long
time, but it is lovely up there, isn’t it?—

Cousin Kate]

+ + 4>

Deal- Cousin Kate,—I went to a

bazaar the other day, and it was a

great success. It lasted for three days,
and I went to it twice. Altogether, it
made over £74. The money is going
towards building a new church. There

was an art gallery, and it was very
funny, everything in it was a have. Our
school breaks up in another week, and

our teacher is going up to Auckland for

her holidays: we are having six weeks.
I have a little pet foal, and it trys to

pounce on you; they are very tricky
when they are young, and often when

they get older. We are having very
unsettled weather down here, and T sup-
pose it will be wet for Christmas. I
must close now, with love to all your
cousins and' yourself, from Cousin RUBY.

[Dear Cousin Ruby,—That bazaar cer-

tainly was successful, but I am afraid
£74 won’t go very far towards building

a. church, wall it ? Churches seem to be

so frightfully expensive somehow, much

more than other buildings. Those fake

art galleries are very funny, aren’t they?
Did you ever see a laughing gallery, it
is absolutely the funniest thing you can

imagine, and all done with looking
glasses, I think. I don't think I should

eare for that pet foal of yours very

much if it pounches; it does not

matter so much now it is young, per-
haps, but it will be decidedly dangerous
if it continues to do it when it grows

up, I should imagine. I think we are

going to have beautiful weather for

Xmas, after all, though it certainly did
not look like it last week, did it?—-Con-
sin Kate.]

Pineapples for Health.

Dr. David T. Day. a well-kfTnown scien-

tist of the United States Geological Sur-

vey, lays his own splendid health to the

free use of pineapples, and advises all who
can to follow his example and be well.

“If you have on? foot in the grave and a

nervous wreck from dyspepsia” says Dr.

Day, “drink pineapple juiee. It is the

grandest tonic that nature has yet offer-
ed poor man, and is even better as a

weapon against old age and decrepitude
than the sour milk diet that has made
the Blgarian peasants the longest-lived
people on the face of the earth.”

“Ray, that air young Bill Rinks ain't

overtv bright, be he?’’
"Wa’al, I callate if Bill had jent •

lectio more sense yc might call him half-

witted.’*

THi HIBH-CI.ASS WABHING MATERIAL

‘Viyella’
(Regdi

fW DOES NOT

J ( IIL I FOR

DAY ANO NIGHT

WEAR.
ZrFI • I Shirts, Pyjamas, &c.

in/ 11 \ 1 Economical
UU M BECAUIE

I k U \ Durable.

\ \\ From Leading
\ VI Hosiers, Outfitters,

Ya a®.

I SEE THE LABEL ON THE SELVEDGE.

THS HIGH-CLASSWASHING MATERIAL

‘Viyelia’
OF (R«gd.)

IOjK DOES NOT
SHRINK.

a t**® ’ dea|

AjrtybrwmMwigT Material for

I I |L»\ Children's

I I Frocks,

Sleeping Suits,

-ATOt <Jc-

/n II \\ Economical

u H \ ) because

JI ■/**’' Durable.

\ I | I To be obtained
from the

Leading Drapers.

The Melbourne Leader says :—
“For Children’s ClothesViyella is a joy. ’ ’

SEE THE LABEL ON THE SELVEDGE.

THE HIQH-CLABB WASHING MATERIAL

‘Viyelia’
•r (.KegJj

DOES NOT
SHRINK.

ill w I Fo "

I I W j day and

H ill / NIGHT

U I L y WEAR.

I[ I y Economic*;
1 \l\ because

I \\ W IXirablb.

J A \ From
(7 KT ■*** Leading

Drapers

TAr saw: •' Yen can wear it for

night-dresses ail the year round.”

BEE THE LABEL ON THt SELVe'doI.
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Our

Funny
Page

RATHER!

He: Do you think a young man has as

good a chance now as he had twenty or

thirty years ago?
She: Setter: this is so sudden, but 1

know papa will he delighted.

THE IMPOSSIBLE.

Hara: “We girls are getting up a sec-

ret society.”
Jack: “What’s the secret?”

Clara: ‘‘Don’t know yet, but i'll tell
you as soonas I'm initiated."

IN A DEPARTMENT STORE.

Mrs. Shopper: I’d like to look at some

hose.

Floor Walker: Yes. Madam! Garden or

limb?

A QUIET RO4O.

“It is easier to be good than great.”
remarked the moralizer. “Yes," rejoined
the demoralizer, “one has less opposition.”

"What's the matter uow!"
"We’re playin’ circus parade—an’

Willie’s a-bein’ the elephant an’ the lien

an’ the hipp’otamus an’ the cally-ope, an’

it ain’t fair! M

UNJUSTLY SUSPECTED.

Mrs. Newlywed: Fred, dear, I’ve done

you a great injustice.
Mr. Newlywed: In what way?
Mrs. Newlywed: Well. I suspected you

without reason. 1 asked several of your
friends that you go to the club with if

you knew how to play poker, and every-
one thought a minute and said you
didn't.

SO NICE OF HER.

Ethel: Sometimes I really think seri-

ously of remaining unmarried.
Maud: Think only? Why, I imagined

you worried about it.

A SUMMER BOARDER.

“ Do you keep boarder*? ”

“ Nope,” answered Farmer CorntosaeL

“We dont’ keep ’em. But there’s always
new ones dropping along. Anl to tell

you the truth, a summer .hoarder ain’t

very good company after /the firs* Alicea
or four lays, nohow.”

LOST SEVERAL.

Old salt (with his eye on the fine): Mister, ain't you got a bite?
Fisherman: Oh! no-oo; on the contrary.

“Wall, Hank, I reckon we're gom to to hare an early winter. That’s the
second flock of rich folks I seen flying south.”

THE " LEADING ” HEAVY.”

“If you don’t see what you want, ask
for it.”

“WHERE WE SAT SIDE BY SIDE.”
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