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COUSINS' BADGES.

Counins requiring badges are requested

to send an addressed euvelope, when the
badge will be farwarded by return mail-

COUSINS' CORRESPONDENCE.

YOUNGER COUSING' LETTERS.

Dear Cousin Kate, I am so sorry ¥
ecoutd not write te you last time; I was
il for about three weeks, and I went
away for a holiday to Waipawa. for
two weeks. When [ way away 1-went
to Napier in the miotor-car oae Wednes-
day, and I enjoyed it ¥ery snuch, und
the way was so pretiy We have gob n
pice ericket bat and ball; we play erie-
ket us soon as we get liome from school.
My brother and I are going away at
Christiang again to Waipawa. Mother
made some Christmayg eakes yesterday,
and we all hetped her. ‘The whole of
onr family have just had inffuenza, but
arc getting over it now. 1 wish you
# happy New Year amd a merry Christ-
mas,— Your leving Counsin Kenneth,

[lear - Couzin Kenneth,—I was so
eorry to hear you lud beem ill; what
has been the matter with yow; was it
influenza in a bad form with you. Tae
whole family have my decpest sympathy,
because influenza is a curse. Yoo iwust
have enjoyed wyourselves very much ak
Waipawa to want to go there 2min so
soo. I anf a dreadfulty restless per-
son, and alwayvs want to go to new
places; it seemy te me rather a waste of
time to go to the same place twice, even
when [ have enjoyed myself thoreughly.
We haven't made either our Nmas cakes
or puddings yet; we have been puatting
it off and puiting it off, 50 now we will
have to scramble. Everybady has to
help with the puddings, haven't they:
the more prople that stir the luckier it
is, you kuow. I hape you sall stirred
¥ours. 1 wish yoo R ln\Ph Nmas, toa,
—A'ousin Kate.] -

+ o+ o+

Dear Cousin Kate,— I went to Feild-
ing not long &wo, aml enjoyed myself
very tuch,  The people 1 went to seo
have two little kittens. and they ace
poing ta pive me one when it leaves
its mother. Please Cousin Kate, will
you tell me a mice name for it? Neat
Thursday 1 am going to o pienic at
Tinton; T hope it will he fine. Yes:
Vainy's bed is big enangh for her, and
another doll as well. ad the cont fits
nicely, thank you. With best love from
Cousin DAKYNH, PH—F wish you &
Merry Christmas.

Tear Cousin Mikyns,—What colour is
Four kittena? Tam trying to get a blacrk
one—quite black, you know. I had one
given to me some Lime ago, but the
mother cat killed it. I was ro disap-
pointed, Asg for & name for yours, there
nre ko many to choosa fram—&nnt,
Emudge, Givger, Serateh, or Doda, wonld
you like any of these?!  Daisy’s bed
munt ha & lovely big ona to he able
to hold anather doll hesides - herself,
Have yonn got sheeta and pillows, nuntt-
fase, and Mankets, and all, too? Wa

“books,

are very busy dressing dolls for the little
clildren in the lospital just now. T
think there are ten or iwelve finished,
but there are a lot more to do yet. [
hope you hul a lovely day for your pic-
nic to Linton, and also thut you will
have & lovely Xwmas and a very happy
New Year.—{ousin Kate.]

+ + +

Dear Consin Kate,—I have not pgot
my badge vet; 1 think it is very good
of you to send wme another. There ia
a nice honse just been built mext to
ours, amt there are two hoys living there
and a little gisl called Nellie.
two bova are called David and Willie,
and we vften 30 over to their place to
play cricket with them.. e are going
Lo break up two darys before Christmas.
We are already ]ookmg forward to it;
I hope we will enjuy our holidays, thongh
we are not going anvwhere to ﬁp&'ud
them. ¥ wish vou a2 Merry Christmas,
with kind legurdq irom your loung Cou-
aim BROOK,

P.2.—~Topsy and I have had our photes
taken as a syrprise for motler and dad
for Chrmstmas.-- H.W.

[Dear Cowsin Brook,--Tusk the fun-
niest thing happened! When you sent
that stamped envelope for the badge, T
just put it fu, and never looked at the
address; well, it was sent back from the
dead-letter office last Friday; you had
addressed it North-street, Auckiand. By
thiz time wvou will have veceived it, as
I corrected it and =ent iboa. How glad
you must be to bave surh nice neigh-
bours, the bovs will he eompanions foe
vou, and the girl for Dakyns. T hope
the photos are goml ones.  We had
some taken a little while ago. and we

look just like AMlnaris, amd very ugly
ones at that. Thank you for your
Xmaa wishes—the same to vou and

many, many of thenr, 1 tog hope “vou
will have a lovely time in the holidays
andk lots of  Xmus presents.—{'ousin
Kate.]

+* + +

Trear Uousin Kate,—I have not writ-
tem te you for = long time. bnt T wilk
write you a long letter this time. Lt
was my birthday un the 18th November,
and the presents that I got were six
somne . handkerchiefs, a  pio-
cushiou, & bax for pins. & purse, a brooch
with my name en.- Don't you think they
were 3 lovely lot of presents? § weat to
the Japane-e bazaar two nights Jast
week, and T won five radlles. They were
twa enshions. @ mantel drape, a pictnﬂ"
and 1wo carved trays. Don't you think
I was luvky, Cousin Kate? 1 went ta
ree Mo, Wiggs of the Cabbage Datch
last Monday night. awd it waa just love-
Iy, Are you going to see it when it goos
up to Auckland? [ went tv a party yes-
terday afternoon of one of my little
frienda, When we got tlwere we playved
games, and hal raees. They had a potata
ruce, egg and spoon mee, and the sack

race. I won the eyg and spoen and the
rack races, and b ogat two books for
prizea. There was a bran fub, anl T got

w Tittle photo frame out of it. We were
all very sorry when we had 1o come
home.  What kind of weather ave vou
having just now? We ure having harrible
weather down heee. Tt v just teeming
with rpin to-lay, Owur examinationa aie
all over, and we break up aiool on
.

The -

amd then we will have

Fhursday,

eight weeks' holiday, -1 expect. We will
all"be 30 glad, for 1. for eone. just hate
grhuol. Ume of my friends gave me
xome stfkworms t other day, uml Lhey
are growing =o l 1 live theny, dun’t

your, There was such a big thamlerstorm
here yesterday morning, and there was
lightming, too. T don't mind the thun-

der, but [ am so frightenel of the light-

ning.  Are you, Unnwin Kate? Are yea
guing away anyvwher for your Christ-

mas holidavs? [ thiuk that T am going
to Wellington.  Please” will you excuss
my writing, as T have suweh n dreadinl
pent Well, now. T think I will stop. with
el tove for youneself and  all  the
cousina.  Fromi Cowim MARJORIE,

{Dear Cousin Marjory.
presents were lvely. aml such a num-
ber of them, tov. Altngether. you svem
to be & very lucky girl. Faney winuniag
five raffes at a bazaar. 1 have never
won anything in a rufte o my life. 1
-went Lo see Mra, Wiggs of the Cabbage
Patel whent they weve hwere hefore, and
I just loved it. 1 laughed till 1 eried
My brother langhed <o pmawch that sven
the people notied him, and evervboly
ronnd ns stared at him harnl. We were
gnite ashamed of him, and tyied hard to
hrak as if he daln't belong 1o us. T am
#oing te see them thiz time, too. if I
can manage i, T shoulil think you wouil
be sorry to @o home from that party. 1t

must bave bheen delighrful. You will
want a mew hook<hell 1f ) o on get-
ting bouwks at your pre-ent rate. won't

vou? The weather up here is <imply dis-
gusting, too. The rain i= bad ennngh,
but the wind is worse. [ ean quile un-
derstanid how van are Jookiny [nrwand
to the holiday. T werd to hate scheal,
too. T hope yon will enjor yonres ine
nienzely, and have a jolly Christmas-—-
Cow-in Kate.}

OLDER COUSINS' LETTERS,

Tear Cousin Kate —This evening s
quiet; the setting wurn is castimr b
shadows  through the bonevsig
hlind-epversl verandah, and the air s

PoAm

fragrant with the delivate perfione of the
waltle trees that line onr front fenee. 14
in just the time to sit down sml write
T o little rore
und

a nive long Ietter,
thitn a week Christnes will he heve,
there in alrearly a Christmusy fee
the atmosphers. You mert ditferent
fridmds, some lokiing forvan? witls hy Py
anticipntion to its ndvent, sthers
wishing it was over. Iliw
Une Loty Lokl me in the ear

the other

day that she uted Chei-bmas, awd it
haw no winhappy  as-ociztions for Ley
either,  Except to those to whem Christ-
mas il w al hftons, it ouosht
1o s it Hime of and happimess. Thers
i4 wp mueh family resnion then auld
lonk ut the pleasure tlal brings. But

1 anppose it i< mostly the yonng ot
foal the joy of Chrictmes. The vladers,
wlia bave known trouble il care, cannob
of poszese freel the sume as we

1 hasve vead with dntenest
Cousing Winnie and Hilike o the suls
jeet of alefencr of pur cennta W il
not ut all favour e Continental
methol  of  conseription, | think s
modified xvatemn of compiilaery Irrinime
shiowdd he enforesl, by which ene yooth=
be compellad to learn pel only how e

views of

alout

1908 ; 45

rhoot well. bul ulwn womw of the rudi-
meunts of Apline, Withont sonwe abesdi-
ence o rouniituted authority, no matier
how well our jwen enpld s a ritle, no
matter how brave of how determioed they
may be tp defend their vountry to Lhe

last, they would be e & rubble herd
Lefore w much smaller body of drilled
men.

It may be auid onr volunteering syatem
provides for that. It muy be so, but our
Guvernment faik to provide for the
volunteers aud so the sysiem ix eompara-
tively worthlesa—at least it dovs not
fultl its purpose.  To uake il B Bucerss
there must be sume measnre of compul-
sion, that ia to say. sum+ rognlation by
which the schoclboys alumild be taught
how to shuot and wlw get some insivge

tiom in drill.  We certuinly laive a fine
body of sehool cadets i Auckland wt
the present time. and [ suppose olher
lowns in the Daniiion are siailarly
equipperd, but ook how nniny of them
thrsp it when they leave scheol, and it

vlensentery  methods
1t «headd, thercfore,
v to pttend afler leav.
o nmny panules o vear, and
rtain L in eunp, umler
s approximating somewliat
1al sery
t obstaele in the past has been
the phjretion of empleyers to let their
twn attend such dufies. Dat o as  dhe
Fornwer have sueh farge stukes in the
rountry abd so much to lese in event of
a rabl or invision, they shoald e eom-
pelled—if selfanterest oo« nel move
Lhem —1e give cinplovaes Lhe neces-
wury lve o arteml (o twir aniliary
dnties,  As defenee i3 a0 pubbe mtter,
the vountry shoubi pay tle men while
nnederpning theiy militry training,

To s g we have been tall we are
liveny in a fools paradisa, which is true
enoigh, for it would take very litgle to
sxpiode  the  Kurepean
then we tght dind ourselves in the posi-
tist of having 1o trust to ourselves for
defence, *\n’ we prepnm! for such an
cwmergeiey ! 1t is ali very well to
peirt to our tish Navy ax a defencr,
bt if a pombination of two powers wad

irn only Lhe most
they learn there,
be munde vivimpn
ing srhunl]
to speml w
ecomditions
those of

Une g

muwde Ay t Britain, all her naval re-
sourees, a3 they are, wonld be taxed
ko protect the Jlome roasls anl defewd

her over-wa commerse, and in surch a case
we might have to shift Tor ourgelves,
The Ralkan situation b gueh a2
deep subieet that [ do rot feel com-
petent  to express mmeh of an opin-
ion on il, Con=in Kate, This serious
qnestion i eausing pawh  anxiely
amongst al! the diplomats of Burope, as
the sitoation 1 =0 eritical that it may
eagily be the wes of involving the Con-
tinental Powers in wur. 1 am not well
aequainted with the past history (with
the exveption of what 1 huve rend in
Fraser's “DPutuares from the Halkana')
of the Balkdn Statex. wov of the provi-
=sions of the Treaty of Berling whivh Int-
ter appears {e have heen violated by
Anstrin, in the forcible anoexation of
Bosnia and Herzepovipa, and for these
Trawibs 1oeannot speak  anthoritatively
Ll siihjeet .
_Vonsin Hilla ent mee several e
ieful Dooks  lateds Fivst ni all, T
<l Bua=kin's =A .Ioy for * be
a series i leelinrex on thee g
iy of Arl. o think Hoskin's
Thonghts and Bis expression of 1hem
bewwtifal. 1V the remii ol these lee
iures affoed saeh plea [ ovan quite
under=tamd bew 1he plasure wonld be
doubly in these who hind the

el A

pond = ta hear 1. The next
bawh | readd was Tl Fivl ¥ Line," tha
Tatest ol those elovor A 1 siety
novels by vhert Chambe Wit

clarm and Fro=hness there is abont this
: "o ownrha! 1 gust e the way he
alepivts the pleasn ol s lide, the
Bathing aml boati And s won-
therful ok Ler delineatismg! Take the
Uiy Tamily,  they arve  wpendind,

thowgh | ale wot Bke Sheila guoite as w
e Uik Fer as lovable - aone af
silier luaaine Cdooveas ke 1 ke
the hero ot " et
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