
Music and Drama

The hearty support awarded to Mr.

Ed 1. Branseombe’n ''Scarlet Troubadours”
wherever., they appear, js conclusive evi-

dence that the style of entertainment
has hit the 'public taste, and is likely
to become as popular here as it has

already proved itself in Knglan<l.
This clever party of English vocalists
and humorists commenced a short sea-

son at the Choral Hall, Auckland, on

Monday evening, and has been attracting

remarkably good houses. Amongst the

most favourably - received numbers con-

tributed by the "Troubadours,'’ are

those given by the male quartet. The

disbanding of the famous Meister Glee

singers just at the time when the

"Searlet Troubadours -’ -were leaving Eng-
land, enabled Mr. Branscombe to secure

the services of two members of this

celebrated combination, ami their seri-
ous melodious numbers, as well as their
eeeentrie musical comicalities, which
are further enhanced by the introduc-
tion of suitable costumes and actions,
have secured for them enviable reputa-
tion. ■

Ji

"The Messiah” was successfully per-
formed in Auckland last week by the

local Choral Society. The singing of Mr.

Hamilton Hodges was the feature of lire'

evening.

After a splendid season al! over the
Dominion, "The Searlet Troubadours'’

opened a return tour of the Dominion on

Monday. The company have an almost,

limitless repertoire, and each new enter-

tainment seems better than the last.

They show in Auckland every evening
this week except Christmas Day.
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At Napier last week a Council meeting
of the Professorial Society of Musicians
was held. A certificate of incorporation
was also received from the Registrar-
General’s Department and a communica-
tion from the Auckland Society of Musi-

cians asking that delegates be sent to

attend the forthcoming conference of

New Zealand musicians, which takes

place this year in Auckland on January
25th and 26th. At a previous meeting
it was decided to encourage musical com-

petitions in Napier, and. on the proposal
of the secretary, seconded by Mr. Sydney
Hoben, it was decided that members of

the Council wait on Mr. J. V. Brown,
M.P., asking him to call a public meeting
at an early date to push the matter for-
ward.
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“ The Red Mill,” said to be one of the
most amusing and varied of musical come-

dies, with a novel Dutch flavour all its

own, will commence a tour of the

prosperous and good-natured Dominion

on Boxing Night, the inaugural perform-
ance taking place at His Majesty's,
Auckland. "The Mill" is reported to

suit its company to a T (whatever that

may be) and to be more than ordinar-

ily tuneful and fascinating. According to

the “Sydney Mail,” whose critic is reli-

able, it opens with the elements of an

unusually strong story of farcical comedy
type. It has plenty of vivacious dialogue
and clever repartee. It is greatly supe-

rior to the ‘ 'Prince of Pilsen,” and the

laughter which it provokes is of a spon-

taneous kind—not at all the result ot

mere infection. If. in the second, the

performance gradually degenerates -into a

variety show, it is a very good sort of

variety show. This though not cxtiaia-

gant adulation, is quite sufficient to make

“the average playgoer want to see

“The Mill” and judge for himself.
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Are New Zealanders fond of Dickens’

W** shall presently see. A Dominion tour

by Mr. Edward Reeves. Professor ol Elo-

cution at Adelaide Ihiiversity. opens in

Auckland on Monday next, when "A

t'hristmas Carol” will be the chief attrac-

tion. As the story of Dickens' Carol is

ever increasing its sale in book form,

ami lovers of the book are constantly
multiplied, there ought to be a large
audience to hear Mr. Reeves tell the
story in the language of the writer -with
out* the aid of notes of any description.
It is, perhaps, the one of Dickens’ works

which best lends itself to the artist, ami

Mr. Reeves comes with a reputation of

being an accomplished elocutionist, and

the power to pass from character to

character with an easy versatility and a

clearness of enunciation that will be de-

lightful to’ all lovers of the great
humorist.'

Whenever Mr. Reeves has given this

lecitstj in the Commonwealth, he has met

with enthusiastic and eulogistic refer-

ences, and whilst listening to him we

are promised portraiture by means of

voice, expression, and gesture; and as

the story includes the doings of Marley’s
Ghost, old Fizzi wig’s Ball, Bob (’ratchett’s
Christmas Dinner Party, Poor Tiny Tim,
and many others, he has certainly ample
scope to display his artistic abilities.

&

One of the important features announ-

c'd of the coming Christmas attractions

is the visit of Miss Florence Baines in

the exceptionally funny farce “Miss Lan-
cashire Limited,” opening on Saturday
night next at the Auckland Opera House.

The advent of this bright star some 12
months Irack proved a startler to the

public of Sydney. Almost unheralded,
the lady stepped from the boat with her
company from England, and two weeks

later the public of the city were most

enthusiastic over the bright artist who

nightly sent them into convulsions of

laughter. For ten weeks without

change of bill the Palace Theatre was

packed. A tour followed, and Miss

Baines repeated her success in Mel-
bourne. Determined on visiting New
Zealand before returning to England, the

company Opened in Christchurch early in

November, a season in Dunedin and Wel-
lington following. Again more than the

usual success was the good fortune of

Miss Baines, the southern Press declar-
ing her to be one of the finest comedi-
ennes seen in the Dominion. 'The char-

acter of Mary Ellen Thompson, in which

Miss .Baines appears, is described as one

of the most fun-provoking characters

seen for a long time. Miss Baines sings
many songs during the performance, but
her famous laughing song is her most
brilliant effort. Supporting Miss Baines

is a fine, efficient company. The season

is only a limited one. The plan is now

open at Wildman and Arey’s.
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New Zealanders have a very warm cor-

ner in their hearts for Maggie Moore,
and will be delighted to hear of the ex-

traordinary ovation she received at Syd-
ney Palace after five years of absence.

There was a roar of welcome when Mag-
gie Moore stepped on the stage, and the
applause that followed seemed to last

live minutes. At the end of the first act

the curtain had to be raised half a dozen

times while Maggie Moore stood “blowing
kisses’’ near the footlights. The applause
was kept up during the presentation of

Howers in all sorts of designs. There
were bouquets, wreaths, crooks, boomer-

angs, harps, and even stands of Howers.

One admirer passed up to the stage a

Teddy bear. To some of the Howers the
Australian colours were attached. Others

had the stars and stripes, ami others

broad green ribbons. Mr. Roberts, who

came to bis wife’s assistance, piled up the

“floral tributes” until-Lizzie Ntofcl was

completely hidden. There must have been

two van loads of Howers. More Howers

\u4-e presented alter the second act, and

there still remained a fair supply for

the end of the third act. At the close

of the play shouts of “A speech! A

speech!” came from all sides. Maggie
Moore said: “I am not Lizzie Stofel now,

but just Maggie Moore, and I cannot

thank you enough for the welcome you
have given me. It is long ago since I

first p’nyed Lizzie Stofel, and those who

were little children then are now grown
m< n and women. That was thirty four

years ago, and I am still playing the

part of a kid. and somehow I think I’l•
be playing it in thirty four more.

(Cheers.) It is not because the years

< ieep by and we get little pleats in our

laces that we get older in our hearts. I
may be a bit thicker than 1 was then,
but my heart is just the same, ((beers.)
You al) love Australia, and I love it too.

In'caiise 1 have made my bread and butter
here and you have always been so kind to
me. ;\gain, thank you very nuidi.”

(Cheers.)

That brilliantly actress and

playwright. Miss Rosamond Rees, daugh-
ter of VV. L. Rees, of Gisborne, is on a

visit to. her r relatives at Poverty Bay.
Since leaving England she has heard of♦
the acceptance of another play of hers,
entitled, “The Happiest the

World.” It was to be produced at the-

Coronet Theatre, in London, on Novem-

ber 30th, as a curtain-raiser to ’“Brew-
ster's Millions.” Miss -Rees iw Only in

New Zealand on a short holiday, and

hopes to play in Australia before leaving
again for England. Before leaving she
was playing Lady Merstoit in

Frederick’* with Mrs. Brown Putter ami

though they wished her to remain with

them until December she was determined
nyt to put off her trip to New Zealand

any longer.
&

Boxing Night will hop the opening of

a new picture company in Auckland.

Ihe Royal Pictures ate well known in

the South, having played long seasons

in Dunedin and Christchurch. while

they have lieen established for twelve

months in His Majesty's, Wellington.
The management has secured a long
lease of the Royal Albeit Hall, and in-

tend to produce the same programmes
which have made its companies so popu-

lar in the South.
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After (’hristchurch. the William An-

derson Dramatic Company will make a

tour up the West' Coast of New Zea-

land. For this the already strong re-

pertoire of the company will be aug-
mented. In addition to “The'Squatter's
Daughter,” “Tin* Village Blacksmith.”

“'rhe Face at the Window,’’ “When Lon-

don Sleeps,” and “Thunderliolt” will be

presented. It is the first limp 'such a

large organisation as * William Ander-

son’s has toured the West Coast.

Pollard's .Juvenile Opera Company,
under William Anderson’s direction, is

touring W.A. to particularly good busi-

ness. At Kalgoolie the organisation
made a decided hit. attracting crowded

houses uuring the whole season at An

derson*s new Cremome Theatre.

William Anderson’s great Christmas

attraction at the King’s. Melbourne

will be a new up-to-date version of tinl
evergreen American play. “Uncle Tom’s

Cabin.” Special engagements are being
made for the production. Coon ballets,
quartettes, and choruses, and numerous

other incidentals are being introduced.

Eliza’s escape across the river will be

done on a tremendous scale, and the

Vision Seem* will lie a revelation.

The Dominion tour of the Royal
Welsh Male Choir will commence in

Auckland on January 17th. These
world-famed choristers have met with

huge success wherever they have ap-

peared. and have received municipal
courtesies in all the large towns in

Australasia. Their tour will embrace

the larger centres in New Zealand. They
appear in Wellington on February 2nd.

Christchurch the 17th. and Dunedin

about the first week in March. 'The

fact that this clmir has won over

£lO.OOO in prize money, and has won

the championship at all the Great Na-

tional Eisteddfod competitions, is suf-

ficient proof that they are amongst the

world's best singers.

Miss Rosiun Bm-kmann. the Now Zea-

land . oprano. has been very sig-
nal successes as “Marguerite” in

“Faust” at Sydney Criterion. She sang

on alternate nights with Madame Slap-
offski, and “Punch'’ says the part is

her best. She has also appeared with

success in ’ll Truvatorc.”

Mine. Albani, the well known prima
donna, following the example of Mr. Sims

Reeves. Mr. John Coates, Mme. Cava-

lieri. and other singers of eminence, has

agreed to amiear in vamlcville. She

commenced a fortnight’s engagement at

the Pavilion music hall in Glasgow on

December 7th, at “a very high salary.”
Mme. Albani says that the earnest en-

deavour that has lieeu succohsliillv made

to raise the tone of performances g»v« n

at music halls has been m> remarkable
that she willingly listened to the pro-

posal that she should accept an «ngage-
meut.

An incident of the production of
“Faust” by the National Opera Company
at the Sydney Criterion the other day,
was the singing of Mephistoph-eles by
Herr Greder in German. The artist de-
livered a few phrases in English, but
then dropped into German, and went

through the op *ra without taking any
mon* risks in English. His singing was

nothing out of the ordinary. He pulled
through on his acting. “1 do not blame
Herr (heder for. singing in German (says
the “MelbonriK Punch” correspondent).
It was Hobson’s choice—that or nothing,
lie could not have sung the part in Eng-
lish. Still, it must be confessed that it

was ridiculous to have a (verman Mcphis-
tophclcs while all the other parts were

sung in English. Something even worse

ocrurred vvliile Mr. William Green, [uo-
known as Signor Verdi, was

appearing in Sydney with tin* Montague-
Turner Opera Co. “Lucretia Borgia”
was to be given in English, with the
burly American baritone as the Duke.
‘’Lucretia Borgia” was one of the* stock
operas of the company. On the night
about which 1 uni writing the manager
came before the certain at 8

o’clock, and asked the indulgence
of the amlieiHs* on Ah. William
(iieen’s behalf. “I regret to have to an-

nounce,” said the manager, “that Signor
Verdi ha.* not had sufficient time to

learn his part in English. With your
kind indulgence, ihe Signor will sing in
liis own language.” 'The opera was tiien
coniHH iH <*d, and “Signor Verdi” went

through his part, in Italian. Annij
Montague and the late Charles J'lirner

had to smile while they were singing the
trio with the Italian-American in one of
the most dramatic scenes.”
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Am it was in the sacred cause of char-
ity, Mme. Adelina Patti's appearance at

the Albert Hall last month, and the con-

se<|iient breaking of her vow of retire-

ment, must be excused. She is not given
to “farewell’’ and “iKisitively the last

farewell” so much as are some of

the- .concert platform. The greatest of-

fender in this way was Sims Reeves, who

"farewelted” for about 20 years. “May
I have the gratification,” lie wrote to

“my dear Antoinette Sterling.” “of num

bering you among my contributors to mjF
‘Farew'cir at the Albert Hall on May II?
1 need not say how pleased f shall !>e
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