“talle.

Beor little skirt, and squéemd the water
from ber hair, Aws she did this she saw

" tha Weod ia the bottom of tha boat;

she east & quick glunce at his hand, with
which he plied the oar ax if there was
nothing the matser with it

“There!™ said she, and handed him the
handuerchicf which ahe had placed’ on
hor bead whean they had firat set out.

Hea shoek his head, snd rowed on.
. At Jast she went up to him, and bound
the handkerchied tightly round the deep
twonnd.

Tha aun waa still pretty bigh over the
hills when they reached Heathermount.

The ald spinning-woman wha had seen
them start in the morning sgain stood
wi the doar. -

“What's the matter wid your land,
Decluat” she called down.

¢ s mothin’, Granny!” he vephied; I
tore myseu on a nml ‘twill be all right
to-morrow.™

“Wait unl.ll I get some *erhs to put on
it,” said the old woman. “Wait, 1 tell
yerr .

“Don't, trouble yeﬁe!i Granny?! 'tis
done, an’ to-morrow Mwill be haled an’
forgotien; i skin’ is souml an' hales
quick emou, .
+ “Good- b_)l.-" said Joan and turned to-
wards the path which led up to Ier home.
© “Good-night,” called Declan after her.

€HARTER 1IL-
JOAN'S” SURRENDER.

.

There was o ome in the Dack Toom in
which Declan now paced buckwards and
forwards. Through the wooden shutters
of the little windew came & fresh breeze,
avhich he Lad not felt on the sea, and the
coolness and solitude did bim good. He

stood a long time before a pictiure of the .

Madonna, which bung up in the reom,
but to pray did wot occur tohin. For
what should he ask when he had no
longer anything to hope for? The day
peemed to him to stand atill; he longed
for the night, far he was weary and ex-
hausied with the less of bload, His hand
began to pain him vicienily; he seated
himaelf and undid the bandage. The blood
burst forth again, and he found that his
hand was very swollen round the wound.
He washed it carefully, and cocled it for
e long time. Then he threw himself on
the bed, &nd closed his eves, The moadm
ghining into ila room, and alo the pain
in his kand awoke him out of a half-
slumber. 1le was just petting up to
bathe it agaia when he heard a rustl.mg
at the door.

“Who's there,” he cried. He npened
the door, and Joan stood before Lim, -

Without a woxd she entered,
threw off the hendkerclhief from her
head, and placed a little basket on the
Then she drew a long breath,

“Ya came for yo han’kerchief,” he
sald;: “but ye might have apared yerself
th' trouhle for 1'd have sint id over m
th' mornia’”

she "

Weekly

Graphic and New Zealand Mail for December 16,

“It% not the handkerchiel,” abn replied  be a luug tine before vou can earn any-

quickiy; *I bave been up to the hills
to get herba for you to wtop the blewding.
There!” amid she, taking the lid oll' the
busket.

“Ye give yerself too much trouble™
sald he. “The hand is fnely now, an’
if id wasn't idself ‘twould be only what
I deserve. But ye shouldn't be here at
this hour; if any wan met ye, ya kiow
how they talk, thongh i.Hej don’t kaow
what thry do be sayin

“Let them talk™ enid she passtonnie
ly. “I dont care about anybody; | must
see your hand, and put the Lerbs on it;
¥ou can't manage it yourself.,”

“I tell you that ’tis betthet,” he aaid,

“Well, let me gee for myself;” and
without anothsr word she seized the
hand and untied it. ~Oh, blessed Mother
of God!” ehe exclaimed when she saw the
great awelling.

“'Tia swetled a little,” sall he,
th’ swellin’ 'll soon go down.”
© 8he shock her head. “In the state it
ig in, she spid, “you won't be able to
go in the boat for a week™
. L will, an’ ‘the day after to-morrow’
he replied; “an’ if 1 don’t myself, \a.hu.t
matther’” .
. Meanwhile she had feiched a basin, aud
aguin washed the wound; he standing
and bearing it like a child. Then she
put her herbs on it, which at ‘once reliev-
pd the burning, and bound up the hand
with strips from her ba:ket.
. When it was done he said, “Thank
yei an' Joan, if ye'd do me ancther
Tavoux yed [orgive me for th' madness
shat got the best o' me; an' forget all
¥ eve; spid or- did. I don't Lno“ how
id was; ye never gev me cause, that
T'm sure of; an' I promise ve ve’ll never
Leat el thin' imm me again to pain or
vex yu.” .

“It i 1 who mnst azk your forgive-

“but

_Dess,” she broke in, “I ouurht. to have put

everything more pleasantly to you, in-

stead of vexing you by my stublioruness,

and then, besides— This wound!"

“Id was in your own defence,” he ex-
claimed. *Twag time that I was brought
to ma sinses. An' now, like a good girl,
go home to yer bed, an' there—there's
yer han'kerchief; ye can take id with

2

¥e handed it to her, but she remained,
standing, as if struﬂglmg with lerself.
At last she said,- [ made you lose your
jacket, too, with 1 suppose, your little
money; for it slipped out when 1 was
getting into the Loat. The recoilection
came to me afterwards; I cannot give
Fou ancther for I have no money,

gave me the last time he came. Since
then, T haven't looked at it, and I don’t
iike keeping it longer in the boxy It%°
ia worth o few poumla my mother said,
and if you sold it, it would reconipense
¥ou for your loas.”

“1 won"t take id,” said -he Drusguely,
pushing away the littla galden cross
which she had taken out of her packet.

“¥ou must take it,” she sald. “It vy
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Hut
“here is the little gold cross the stranger

-what I owe ye.

. to pet to ye?

thing with that hand. There it ia for
¥ou, and ¥ will never lunk at it again.”
-“Then throw it inte the say." he anil.
“Lt is not & present I zm making you.”
slie replied, conxingly, “it is your right,”
“Right!" he exelaimed. *I have oo
right te anything that's yours, And if
¥o should ever weet me again, do no:
Yook a1 me, e0 ms to make me think
Au' now good night,
an’ let this be alt,” and he put rthe
handkerchief aud eross in the Lasket
and shut dowm the lid
When be looked up and saw her face
he was terrifted; preat  tears were
streaming down her cheeks. without her
making any effort to check thaem,
“Mather o' God!™ he eried, *are
ill?”" Why, yer trembling all over”
“It's nolhing,” she replied; “I'm going
home,” and she staggered to the door
Here she could ne longer eontrol ber
tears, and leanlng her head against the
side »f the door, she burst into lowd
and passicpale soba, bnt before he could
reach her to detain her she had sud-
denly turned and thrown herself on his
neck, B
“T eannot bear it ghe screamed,
clinging to kim. I cannot listen when
vou a4y kind worda to mie, and let me
go away with all the blame on my con-
suience. - Beat me—kick me— curse me
—aor, if you atill love me take me and
keep me—and do what you like with me
~—only dv neot send me away from vou.”
He held her for a moment sobbing in

his arms,

“Duo | aiill love ye!” he cried at-last.
“Mother o' Cod! d'yo believe that all
th' bood in me heart has been drawn
by that little wound? Dont' wve feel
id batin', as if it must burst me breast
If ye only say this to
plaze me, or in pity for me, thin ge—go,
in the name of God! an' I'll forget id
all; ye are not to think that ye owe id
to me, beeause I'm sufering throupgh

"

“No, No!™ aaid she, dirinly, looking up
from hla shoulder, and ﬁxmo her stream-
ing eyves passionately on lis- face. I
love you, and why should I hide i
from yout I have long feared and strug-
gled againat it, but now 1 will be dif-
ferent, for I cannot bear not fo look at
vou when I wmeet you. Now, I wili kiss
vou,” said she, “so that if you were
ever apain to feel doubtful you van say
to yourzelf, 'Joan Lkissed me, and she
would net kiss aoyone but the man she
has chosen for her hsuband.”

Bhe kissed him once, twice, thrice, nda
then -tore herself away, erying:

“Good-night, my love. my dturling! Co
to rest, and don't come with we, for I
am nut afraid, not of anybody, Lut

on.”

With that she glided out through the
door and disappeared.

Long after Declan rewained at the
window pazing ont on the dark sca,
above which the stars seemed to fonrt.

“Whao would have thought it?” said
Father Michael te himself as le strolled
rownd Ms little garden one sfternecn a
week Mter. *Who would have thought
that God would 50 sven lake pity un
that wayward girl? and I blanted my-
aclf that I lad not attacked that de-
mon of obstinuey more stronzhyt But
our eyes are aliorg-aighted for the ways
of heaven, Declun iz a goud Loy, and
wiil make lier & gosd lusband! aud
doubtless it was on aceount of Declan
she refused ile siranger, thoug hc was
a gentleman in ways and means”

l.ength of Naval Commissions.

The Adwmiralty is new conaidering tha
desirability of extending the tern of
warships' eommiz<iona to three years,

The iwo years® afvangement ling pros
ponted  various wunforescen diflivulbiez,
and in point of fact # is very seldou
catried out to the letter. Neveral battle-
ships and eruisers are now due for relief
whicll lave excoeded thele  payingoff
dates by several montha,

The ohjeclion to thres vears” conm-
mistions ja thut the men are apt to grow
Yatale™ from the protescted monatony
ot lifa on board one =hip. " But now that
the great bulk of our vaval strength is
coRceitTabed e the narrew acas, L, of
course, spplics in wuch lessened degree,
sitwes offccrs and men can g home Jur
ing their pegulur spetls of deave.

ALWAYS AN AKRMY.
Father: “Wellt™
Tommy: “Why ian't Lhere ever & navy

of the unewmploysdt”

1908
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The Aunckland Treasure House.

STEWANT DAWSON AND ITMPANT'S,
NEW PREMINES,

Cantinned frem page 4°
to whow, by the way, his ghops ‘nee nat
hterely Nis Busine L U T YT

Frow the ‘ery beginning, he hus pet s
subistantisl proportion  of  Lis  profits
bk ity ds virfous premises, ever ime
preving, ombeilishiog, aod beautiyiag

the sunte, wng|

prowd lwdesd when, ws
i3 constuntly

veenrring, he lag evuolved

ot pew ilew ty aldd to their attrac-
tivenvas,
It 33 very satisfactory o find thet

work of so elaborate a kind as thuat
necescituted in the titting of the Stewart
Dawson premdses  has beeu  done im
the Dowdnivm.  The glass eounters were
fade by Mr. Mead, of Auwckland, asd
Hill and Plummer, of the same city,
wers responsible for the silvering, vund-
ing, shupibg, and polishing of the in.
numerable glusa shelves and mirrors, for
which they had to import spevial mmchin-
ery. The yglass ewhossing, by Tayler
Bros,, i3 & tine specimen of this ark.
the panci of the eutrzuce door being
specially worthy of notive. The fiberuus
plaster ceiling, which af onte attructs
wad gl\es a nudbility 1o the
entire intertor, is the work of Mussra
Wardrop aud Scuvey, whoe both designed
and {lxed the same in position,

As for the tremsures containel in thie
Eigautic storellowse of  valuables, tiwe
spave At our dispozul entively preclies
our attempting L6 do it justice, Watches
from £70, or even s hundred guineas,
down to the reliable little fellow in a
serviceable oxydised case, costing but a
few shilling, awxe stored in endlesa pro-
fusion, and there are more in the strong-
rooms and safes than arve shown in tine
windows and eounter-cases. And
applies to  cverything in  stock; it
is hecessary te have duplicate and Lruph
‘eates of every single arlicle cataloguoed
for sale. It wever does to tell o cus-
fomer ¥ou have run sut of an art
and it I mever certain on which “line
there mny be a run. This weans that
& shop auch as that now wunder notice
has to earey twice the slock a similar
establishaent in Lagland would Lhave to.
There the mannfacturers can be applied
to by wire, and the article supplied in
a few hours Here months would have ta
olapse before the artivle could be re-
plucal if ouly one of the Kind were kept
in stock. The Houting capital value of
the stoek is therefore ligh in the eolon-
ies, and the Anckland a]mp alone earries
some £30,000 to £R0.000 OF poods. Buy-
ing as they do from dozens of manufac-
turers, as well as what they make them-
selves, the frm is able to atTowl it
customers an ~normous chsive of good<
of every cless and variety, while the
vastuess of tie turnever permits of
pricea biiing ecut ta a seale jmpossible
Ta jewellers doiug only o limited busi-
nead,  The town business, Inrge as it
i3, it must be understood, altuge
apart frou that transacted throwsh the
pust by mrans of the exhaustively iilus-
rated eatalogues of which the lrm sends
out thogunik upon thowsands duazing the
year. UL precious stomes the firm
large buyers, and fortunmate purchases
bufore tha recent shurp Tise in the best

stones cuable the fiymr to give colonial
buyers exveptivually advantageous
terms, The display of gewa uf every

deacription—inclwling the beawtiful ami
fuslhivnuble new jewels, the Peridutf, ete.
—is very tine, aud the shop. expecially
when Lighted up at night with brilliand
elevtrie light, realises one’™s ipcgginatione
of an Alladin's cave,

Ia conclusion. e Bon Q4 alwaps
plensad Tur visitors to leok round, amd,
while every ultention is prompely paii
to thuse who intimate a dosine to pur-
chuse, 10 ole is pressed to hay,

BILIOUS

1nactivity of the liver is probably the
enuse. Honmpington's Pills wiltquwckly
aud gently correct the trouble. They
are mild, efevtive, and coptain wo
harodul constiturats, For women's
aitmants csperiaily thees is po remedy
o good ang cfficacious as

BONNINGTON'S PILLS

U your eebailer dors 1o atock them send 22
Py slanipe re (i HowsIRGTow, @ Aris
churc i, and @ box vl e lorwarnded poalitse.




