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The Week

in Review

The versatile Kaiser hay been giving
to the world his opintons on the much-
v'exed'qum‘tiuu of murriage, ‘e rewminds
intemling brides _and- bridegrooms -that
marriage means the establishment of 2
houseliold and starting Yife together. He
then goes on to emphasise the fact ihat
life mredna work, and it'is ‘ouly through
work thut we sceare achievement, and
achievement: 'means striving for others
and for the Fatherlund.
the fact that it iia after the happy hours

of the first dayrs and months that peepla’

are confronted svith fhe serionsness of
life, and future happiness depends on
the spirit in which life's duties are ‘met.
This speech is trite and comwmonplace
compared with the other utterances of
the Emperor; but his advice is good, and
that is ipore than we_can say for some
of his sentiments. i
so many marriages turn out unhappily

is because people s0 seldom look at the:

duties warriage imposes. Tove's voung
dream passes, and then many find them-
selves confronted with trials and diff-
culties that eall for other qualities than
those demanded in the-lover. Life for
both man and woman means work, and
marriage shonld: be souwething that re-
lieves and stweetens pur-daily toil. 1f
we realised this there would be fewer
cases of unhappr wedded lifé)

B R
Mr (eorge VWyndham. the ex-Clieéf
Secretary for 1relamd, in- a4 speech ai

Liverpool,
when they returned te power. would in-
troduce a tariff reform tudget.  He indi-
cated that they would impase a 2/- duty
on wheat, and a tax on meat, betl with
preferen(.c to ‘e eclonies, “This—~taXen
in comjunction. with My Balfour’s recent
emphatic declnmation in favour of some’
measure of liscal change, shows that the
Conservatives are fully pledged fo alter
the present free trade policy. and this
will furm the main plank-in their rext
election programme. It is nat too much
to say that the present Liberal Govern-
ment has, to a large extent, paved the
way for the change which now seems
imminent. The Ol Age Pensions Bill
has enormonsly increased the national
expenditure, and revenue must be pro.
cured from some fresh source.. . Engiish-
men would mwver countenance any seri-
ons reduction in the defenes vote, which
now mounts up to nearly forty millions
sterling. - Existing death duties nnd
other forma of taxation of the wealthier
classes are already as high as they con
well e placea.  Mr Lloyd George talks
glibly enougl of sources of revenue stili
available apart from tlwe Customs, but
he has not yet disclosed whak they are,
and most people are inclined o be &
little sceptical on the matter. But even
apart  fromm any question of mnationnd
finance, thie Enplish workers are feeling
Lhe pinch of trade depression very. ncutely
just at preseni, and they do 1ot see why
English goods sbould be at the mercy of

- foreign importations, The lwp industry
has suffered severely from this cause,
and the free fraders Limve just killed o
bill seeking to prohibit vhe whelesale im-
portativn of hopw from abrodd, Mr
Wyndham is confident of victsry at the
Text eleetion. and recent..indiewtions of
{he fecling uf the rountry on this matter
g0 tu show thad luu eunhdvnoe is nnt
um-plucull :

L

The propaosal to allow colenial repre-
sentativn Ly noninees in the House of
Lurdy han nol met with any great sup-
pork ws fur s the wolunies thumselves

He tounches on

The real reason why.

declared that the Unionists,

are concernest,  Mr Fisher, the edeval
Prime Minigter, much prefers the idea
of a Council of Empire, and he eonsiders
the prospect of securing sueh a council
woull be seriously retarded by giving
seats in the Upper House to a few se-
lected colonial representatives. A fur-
ther . ebjection is to be found in the fact
that a change in -colonial ministries
might invelve changes in policy on Im-
perial matters, and the fact that thke
House of Lords has no power to deal
with financial guestiona mmst seriously
mar its usefulness as far as the colonies
aTe concetned.  Bewides, what a menag-
erie such .an assembly would be. There
would Lit wpiritual peers, feudal mobles,
pusghing coloniats, sedate law lords, and
A pot-pourri of Bohemian talent seleet-
ed from the ranks of artists, ronsicians,
doctors, scientistz, and Titterateurs. Ik
srould be hopeless to look for any real
stafesmanship fromwm such a mixed body,

 gpel tha problem as fo the relations be-

tween the two Hownsen would be no nearer
solution thas before,
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JTord R:IPOI'I., who recently, tesigned the
office of Lord Privy Seai in Mr Asqmth ]
Government. was nl\snvs gpoken of as
“the greatest ger:t-lem:m in the House of
Lords,” He had an extraordipary devo-
tion to primciple, and if be thought n
cause to ke a just one he would defend
it at any eost to himself. e is best
krown through the extraordinary success
he "achieved in the difficult poutmn of
Vieerov of Imdin. Never before in the
history of that couatry has there been
an instanee of a Viceroy being so uni-
versally beloved, and, when he left, the
carriage in which he-and lady Ripon
drove was crammed .ful] of flowers pre-
sented by the grateful people. He mar-
ried one of the wmost beantiful wonen of
her time. and for more than 50 yeurs
she was his faithful helpmeet in both
his public and domestic life, Her re-
¢ent death eveked upiversal expressions
of symipathy from all classes, and had
muck to do with Lord Ripen's retire-
ment frem any active part in polities.

Attention has recently been directed to
the great danger that arised from the
indiscriminate sale of sweets to children.
A little boy, aged 7. died from zn ncute
attack of gastro-enteritis, induced, as
the medical evidence went to show, by
an - over-indnigence in swentmeats, A
correspondent, commenting on this case,
points out that the working elasses are
rever too poor to spare a penny for
lollies, and that thiz deplorable habit of
eating  unwholesome, highly-coloured
sweets i3 much on the increase amongst
ihe young, To this habit some would at-
tribute tiie bad digestion from which so
many children suifer nowadays, the
rapid decsy of teeth, necvessitating the
use of falsé ones at an early age, and
u poneral lowering of. juvenile eficiency,
hoth mentally mud physically. It lwa
even Deen suggested that a law should he
passal muking the sale of swects to
children under 10 illegal. Of course,
everyone knowsa that most children eab
more sweets than is pood for them, il
they get the chance, but we believe that
actun] deaths from this couse mre of
rare occurrence, and probubly a wise par-
ental control would prove more eficaci=
oun in cluwking wmbie indulgence than
would any legal restraint. 1f, Lowever,
u youngeter of temler years was known
40 be wasting his subslance nnd ruining
his health by excessive addiction 1o
aticky Inllira, - his parents mright e em-
powered Lo Lake oul a prohibition order
wgainst him on swearing an informa.
tion to that eflect before a magistrate.

An dmportant couference of clergy of
abmost all the different religions hudies
wias held in Anekland last werk to cou-
sider the formatica of a Christiun Unity
Bociety, As the procesdings were not
open to the Press we are umable to slate
thie nature of the deliberations that took
place, but the following resolutlen was
passed unaniwous Fhat a Christian
Society Le formed, which shall aflord to
ali who joir it, eppertunitics for enmrion
prayer, mutual study, and dispussion, and
the enitivation of a wspirit of Christian
brotherhood; and that a committee he
furned to draw up a comstitution for
the soeciety and to ronvene its first meet-
ing.” The object ia to form a soclety in
which men of different schools cf thought
can meet and diseuss varicus points on
which they agree or disagree. There is
ro doubt that many of eur differences
are such as might e dispelled by fuller
knowledge. Most people nre wofully ig-
novant of the views held by any chureh
other than that to whith they themselves
belong. -Also,_there- are many who have

only the very laziest ideas on the dne-

trines of thel rawns ehurch, Many differ-
enceg that at present exist were origin-

2lly due to political rather than doctrinal.

reasons, and the state of things that gave
rise to themn has long since passed away.
A clear reeognition of this faet would
probably do more than anything else to
lead to a better understanding between
the different religious bodies. .

E N A

There is ne doubt that on the main
eszentials of the Faith all Christians are
agveed. The Apostles’ Creed, and in all
probability the Niceae Creed, would he
aceepied by Wl as an expression of their
Lellef. Then again on matters of sorial
reforn, such o Ne-license, the different
churches have shown a remarkable spirit
of unity, Being thus agreed on what we
might call fundamentuls, there is every

reazon o hope  that in  coarse
of  time minor questions of church
governmeut and chureh  doctrine  will

be anically adjusted. TFor there can le
ne two epinions as to the waste both
of men and ef effort that ensues from
the present divisions of Christendem, and
this is especially noticeable in a sparsely
populated couutry like our own. Added
tn this, there is the stilt graver mmatter
of the harm done to religion itself Ly
the spectacle of rival, and often warring,
sects within the church. Tt is sincerely
to be hoped fthat as Christian Unity
Hocleties arise in dillerent parts of the
world, we shall be led to a elearer under-
standing of each other's positions, and
from  this  clearer understanding  will
spring mutual  respret and synrpathy,
without whirh there con be no unity
worthy the namne.

x %

The American women are copying their

English  sisters and agitating for the
suffrage. Dr. Aked has stated that sf

their wishes are not graoted theyr will
resort to dagpers and dynawmite. Exaet-
tr why o love for such essentially an-
archistic weapons should be addaced =i
an argument for conforring the pawer of
muking laws on their users, the learned
dactor does not condeseend to explain.
1f penple who displry u love for mur-
deions bombs are on that very account
ta he deemed fit persons to cleet our
atorg, then we Lave & splendid argn-
wnent for extending the sufirage to pri-
soners in oour gaols, and to Innaties cun-
victed of homicidal tendencies, The will
rxeessed, both in sprech and action, of the
witffragettes ot Home have done nuwch
fo prejadice  their  eause, aod  pash
speechies, such as that of Dr, Aked, are
not ealeuluted to assist the novement in
Awerlea. Constitwtiona]  changea  are
last effected by ennxtitutinnal teans,
auad wild exersses of the kind we have
been acvustomasl 1o remd abont lately
ouly tend to bring ridicule on their per-
ptrators,

T this connection it is intevesting to
note that theee i alrewds one tonh in
America where wowmen reign supreal
though as yet no suffragetie has ever
visited 3L With only one or two une
importane exceptions the town of Kast
Claridon, Onhia, s completely umder petti-
coat administration. For years past al
most all the nien have been leaving the
town to seek their furtunes in le\.vl.unl
solae thirty miles awuay.  The conse-
quence is that most of the pahlic oflives
have, one by one, beeome vucnul, aud
they have graduslly Ieen  filld Ly
women.  Miss Nellie Cleator  presides
over the post-clice, the schonl teachers
are all mistresses, all the ehureh effices,
including that of sextan. are held hy
wowen, ,md though an aged minister still
condlu\ta gervige, yet he isted by thna ',
head-mistress of the public sclivel, and it
secms probable thut she will m‘c-nlnally
succeed him,  The only  decter iz a
woman, 2 grodoate of Ohio University,
and women do most of the wark on the
farms, and drive the ey that traverae
the dosty rvonds. It s said thal perfect
harmony iand goodwill previtil in the
town under the new regime, and such few
men as sLill remuin ape resigned ta their
fate.

S

: The sugpestion thabk Maeri should he
malh an optinnal =ubject for the Univer.

Mty watriculation  exmmination  met
with the warm approval nf
the Otagn University Couneil.
Dr.  Hocken, in bringing  forward

the motion, drew attenlion to the largs
pwount of literature in the Maori lun-
guage that had Leen collected by Xir
George Grey, and the many excellent
translations of the Bible made by Maori
seholars, Iie urged that the study of
Maori, a3 g dialeet of Polynesin, was of
great fmportance from an ethoological
and linguistic point of view. Bui the
greatest gain from its inchision in the
University course would undoubtedly he
for the aative lLimself. [t would offer
him aw inducenment 1o enler for matricn-
Letion, and would help to lighten 1l
great diflieulty he at present expericnees
from the faet that atl his stwdies have
tu be conducted in u languawe that s unl
his mother tongue,  The headunsters of
our various nautive =chools fuve frequent.
T drawn attention to this very
handicap from which their pnpils -ofTer
a5 compured with the pake amd itoix
to be hopd that the reeominendation of
the Otape Council will be Eavourably re-
ccived by the anihor

sepion.
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tahen =uvh

Lord Hugh Ledil, who
a promiaent part in the Education con-
truversy al Home, is one of the loat
debaters in the present Hounse of Come-
mons, He i a Tory te the backbone,
with u touch ol med al momastic ve-
ligions fervour, and his speeches afien
vise to the height of great orations. le
s possesoil of w fine literavy tense, and
hus consideruble bumour, and o delicate
play of wit and funey. The Conserva-
tives jusl now are weak in debate, s
when Mr. Dalfour i= away, Lonl Hugh
is the only eue able 1o o =lrong
leawd apiinst sueh practised sprakers
Asquith, Lluyd-George, Winstan Chur
¢hill, and other seeal  men  om  the
€vernment benehves,  Inospite of politi.
eal diferences, Lopk Hoeli and Mre, Win-
wton Churchill, aee the best of friends
in private lite. aml it wiill e rvemem-
Beresl that at the fatter’s muocitee Tand

Elagh acted as best man. T ah pris-
sosaed of ponsitlerabile conmuge in prihlie
life, Tie has wol yet swmmnanc! g
enonzh enuvige to gel marr ek
to the disappuintmient of Socivty mam-
mas, who woeald like to eature him for
thelr daughtiers, To bicodne the wide

Uowouhl he Lo obtain
Englisy mo-

of Lopl Taal {4
a mch-caveled posilion aa
vivty,



