
taken with a view In testing the earnest-
ness of British and Russian representa-
tions.

Ihe Shah subsequent ly disclaimed re-

sponsibility in cimiie. ticn with the rr-

placarding of the proclamations abolish-
ing the Constitution, and promised to

adhere to the pledges he had already
given.

Unrest in India.

Sir Andrew Eraser, Lieutenant- Gover-
nor of Bengal, against whose life five

attempts have liven mxfcle and have failed,
has survived another plot to murder him.

He is sailing shortly for Tuticorin, on

ihe south-east corner of India, leaving
that post on his homeward voyage to

England.
Three Bengalis. aware of this inten-

tion, proceeded to Tuticorin by an earlier
steamer in order to make another at-

tempt to murder him before he left India.
They were arrested, however, and

many incriminating documents found in

their possession were seized.

AFRICA.

riosEle tribes attacked a. patrol of

General Carman’s troops in the Came-

roon*, a German colony on the west coast

of Africa, killing four men. including an

oflirer, and wounding ton.

United South Africa.

Reuter’* Agency reports that it is

Uiiderstoecl that the South African Con-
ference now sitting at Capetown unanim-

ously favours unification on the Canadian

plan.
An important section of the South

Afri« , n Closer I nion Convention desires

to model the Constitution as closely as

possible on the lines of (he British Con-

stitution.

Egyptian Nationalists.

*l'hc Egyptian Legislative Council has
unanimously urged the Khedive’s Govern-
ment to center upon the nation the right
of effective participation in the interior

Rdniini<tration of the country.

Dinizuln’s Trial.

At tlie trial of Dinizulu. the para-
mount Zulu chief, who is accused by the

Xala] Government of fomenting the na-

tive jibing of I9O<». Mahihi, one of Dini-
zulu’s wtc-uified that she heard

Dinizulu uidei Maukulumana to summon

for a war, and al>o plot with

his lullowers to murder Sir Charles Saun-

ders, Chief Magistrate and Civil Commis-

sioner in Zululand. and the late magis-
trate >teinbok.

Ihe Court consists of Sir W. J. Smith,
judge of the Supreme Court of the Trans-
vaal; Mr. 11. G. Bosh off. judge of the

Native High Court of Natal; and Mr.

JTeurique Shep>tone, C.M.G., son of the
late sip Theophilus >hepstone. The in-
dictincnt comprises 23 counts, including
the collecting of arms, the encouragement
of rebellion and the harbouring of rebels,
lhe trial i- expected to la-t until Christ-

mas, as Ihe Crown intends to call 150

witnesses and the defence 300. Cakijana,
who was Diniznhi's principal lieutenant,
has already been found guilty of high
treason by this court, and has been sen-

t?n<txi to seven years’ imprisonment with
hard labour. In passing sentence, Mr.
Justice Smith said there was nothing in
the evidence to show that Cakijana had

a ted under the direct or indirect orders
of Dinizulu. Mjombolwana, another Zulu
chief, was found guilty of murdering Sit-

fcithhil:, a chief loyal to the British, and

v.y- -enfene»-d tv death.

Indians in the Transvaal.

Fight thou-and out of ten thousand

Frit.-h lixlians in the Transvaal h've re-

g ■-♦ervd und<-r the Act of last session.
A thou.-and application* for registra-

t'u u-ard will be for refusing

The new ).<w provide* that after De-

< • ' L'-r 31, I9OK, no n*-w trading licenses

•»hull i>suc-d to Indian-*, and that no

I'" -hall be issued to or held bV In-
dia. after December .31, HH'J.

‘

The
Indian. rc-.Jv<<l to a-k the Imperial Go-

to veto the measures, in order
t- pr’-v-nt the ru.n of the Indian traders.

1 “Natal Mercury/’ foreshadowing
Al «rG*ng of the coolies* impoj tation d«-

i that South Africa, whether Xedc

rated *»r unified, will not permit it longer.
It relic* upon Queensland's example in

dealing with the coloured question.

Echo of the War.

A monument to Commandant Scheep-
ers and his companions, who during the
South African war were convicted of
murder and executed, has been unveiled
at Grant Reinet.

Mr. AL T. Steyn, who was President of

Orange Free State from 1896 to 1900,
sent a message decdaring that if Comman-
dant Scheepers had -lone anything con-

dieting with the laws he had only obeyed
the instructions of his superiors. “But,”
Mr. Steyn added, “1 am unaware that

anything conflicting with the laws was

clone.’’

AMERICA.

Ihe agreement between America and
dapan relative to the status quo in the.
Ear East has been signed at Washington.

Mr. J. I). Archbold, vice-president of

the Standard Oil Trust, testifies that the
trust owns or controls companies with
a capital of £65,660,000.

1 he Rev. \\ . Bayard Hale, writer of the
interview with the Kaiser, which was ex-

cised from the current number of the

“Century Magazine.’’ reiterates that the

account of the interview which the “New

Xork World’’ and “New York American”
published. is a silly concoction.

The U.S.A. Tariff.

The New York correspondent of the
“Times’’ states that the Ways and Means

Committee on Tariff Revision at Wash-
ington is startled by the numerous pro-
posals in favour of free trade.

Demands have been received for free

■trade in lumber, steel, hides, and works
of art., and foi the substantial reduction
of duties in other directions.

Throughout, the States both parties
have been clamouring for tariff amend-

ment. and Air Taft is committed to revi-
sion. At the Republican Convention
in Chicago there was a contest between

those who wanted revision and the
“standpatters,’’ but the former won

easily.
Heavy influence is being brought to

bear on the Ways and Means Committee
on Tariff revision urging them to include
hides in the free list.

Boot manufacturers declare that if the
duty is abolished they will be able to
secure complete control of the British
market.

No Respecter of Persons.

President Roo-evelt. while walking to
church in Washington on ‘Sunday week,
was knocked down by a motor-car.

The President was unhurt, but had a

very close shave.

Revolt in Hayti.

After the success of the Southern revo-

lutionaries under General Simon, the

people of the Haytian capital, Port-au-

Princ?, rose against the present Presi-
dent, General Nord Alexis, and his
Government.
- They ousted the administration from

office, and formed a provisional Govern-
ment. with General Legitime as Presi-

dent.
hen the rebel forces, under General

Simon, approached the capita], the Go-
vernment forces sent out to opose them
offered no resistance.

Instead they retreated before the ad-
vance of the rebels, and voluntarily laid
down their arms, thus giving Simon’s
followers a free entrance to the citv.

Ihe populace arc now clamouring for

the elevation of General Simon to the
Presidency, the administration under
General I <-girime being but provisional.

When it was evident that the revolu-

tionaries would sircceed in capturing the
capita] the French Minister at Port-au-
Prince, throwing the folds of the tri-
colour round the shoulders of the over-

thrown President Alexis, escorted him to
the quay and took him aboard a French

cruiser anchored in the harbour.
Ihe populace hooted the French Minis-

ter, and ende avoured to assassinate their
aged President, but he was protected by
the* Frenc h guan!.

Both the American and French Minis-
ters have stationed parties of bluejackets
round their respective Legations.

Pillaging ha-, begun in the market
place, and a butcher was killed while de-
le i. ling bi-j stall from the mob.

Foiled in its attempt to assassinate

the President, the mob in Port-au-Prince
uilL’gol the shops and houses.

They fought among themselves for the

spoil, and four were killed.

Ultimately General Poidevin and a

party of soldiers and civilians fired on

the mob, killing twelve.
Order was then restored.

In the Heart of the City.

A “hold up” gang, consisting of four
men, armed with revolvers, and three

women, boarded a tramcar in the heart

of New York at three o’clock on Wednes-
day morning.

They murderously assaulted the con-

ductor, and covering the 65 passengers
with their revolvers, robbed them of their

jewellery and money and then decamped,
getting clear away.

Remorse.

The San Francisco correspondent of
the “London Daily News” states that

Chief of Police Biggey ha's committed
suicide.

Biggey was severely criticised for neg-
lect of duty during the campaign against
the grafters.

Statesmanlike.

President Roosevelt has made 15,500
fourth-class sub-postmasters, formerly on

the temporary list, and subject to dis-
missal when their nominators were dis-
placed from political power, permanent
official*. They are thus removed from

political influence, and their positions are

made secure.

Escaped in a Motor.

A gang of burglars dynamited the vault

of the National Bank at Pepperell, Mas-

sachusetts.

They secured a sum of £3OOO, which

they placed aboard a motor car and drove

Defence of Canada.

Tlie “Toronto Mail/' discussing Lord

R.ob< rts’ warning to Britain of the neces-

sity for preparing to resist a land in-
vasion, urges Cisliada to reduce expendi-
ture on her militia by a million and

spend that amount in the purchase of

four cruisers for the Atlantic, thereby
offering a better defence for the coastal

ami river fronts.

PERSONAL NOTES.

Mr and Mrs. G. T. Seymour, of Meadow-

bank, Blenheim, intend leaving on a visit
to the Old Country in Mareh next.

Mr. C. Ranson, manager of the North-

ern S.S. Company, left by the Rarawa,
for Wellington on Sunday.

Mr and Mrs Charles Hughes, who have

been on a visit to the Old (Joinitry, have
returned to Hastings.

Sir Robert Stout, Chief Justice, is at
present at Taupo on business connected

with the Native Lands Commission.
Mr William Miller, a well-known resi-

dent of Gisborne, has returned to Wel-
lington after making a tour of the world.

‘The Ven. Archdeacon Calder, of Auck-
land' arrives from England by the Arawa
this week.

Mr and Mrs S. H. Meredith, of Apia,
Samoa., are at present on a visit to

Auckland.
Mr. L. Birks, engineer-in-eharge of the

railways at Rotorua, is spending a week
in Wellington on Departmental business.

Mr. J. Kirker, general manager of the

South British Insurance Company, left
for Wellington by the Rarawa on Sun-
day.

Air. Thomas Afahoney, architect, Auck-
land, has been elected president of the
New Zealand Architects’ Association,
Wellington.

lire Christchurch Artists’ Club gave A

farewell dinner to Air. Raymond E. Mc-

Intyre, who is about to leave for England
to pursue his studies.

The death is announced of Mr Douglas
C. Gilmour, one of the proprieiers of the

“Southland Times.’’ Deceased was only
27 years of age.

Air Al. R. Hunter, of the New Zea-

land Tourist Department, Wellington,
has gone to Sydney to take up an ap-
pointment in the Sydney branch.

Air J. Gifford, clerk at the Masterton

railway station, has received notice of
his transfer to the traffic manager’s
office at Wellington.

Air and Mrs R. Green and family, of

Masterton, will leave Wellington on

the 23rd inst., by the s.s. Devon, en route

for England'.
Mr W. Kensington. Vnder-Seeretary

for Crowfi Lands, has been laid up with

a severe attack of influenza, but is now

recovering.
Airs. Jacob Joseph. Miss Joseph, and

Mrs. Joseph Joseph are to leave Welling-
ton next month on a trip to England.
Mr. Joseph Joseph will follow in Mareh.

Air Alark Oliver Alosen, aged 56, li-

censee of the Club Hotel, Carterton, died
recently of heart failure, following on

WHY

Smith Stays Home!
\ -I-JI I

The dull evenings are the persistent
enemies of happiness at home. All ordinary
devices fail, and conversation gets into ruts. The

one Game that never fails, and never becomes

mechanical, is Billiards. And there is one firm

in the world that owes its reputation of fifty
years solely to the fact that it makes none but

Perfect ‘Billiard Tables.

Thia firm is doing big business in New

Zealand, and it wants yours. It will not grudge
Trouble or Time to get yours, because everyone

who buys an ALCOCK BILLIARD TABLE

becomes a Valuable Advertisement for Alcocks.

That is baldly put: but truth is bald.

Alcock and Company,
WELLINGTON.

Also: London, Melbourne and Sydney-.

*

Also: ALCOCK A CO., Victoria B olid lugs, Auckland. T. C. Bragge, Manager, j
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