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Wallables Winning,

{From Our-slmclul (‘oi;respundeut.)

LONDON, October MY,

The Australinn Rughy footbull team i3
s puzzle for the critica.  One day the
“Wallaliew™ show Lhemselves in the
tight of a moderaie combivation, and &
day or two luter give a display that
suggents that they are very little in-
ferior 1o the famrois “AN Black"” team
or thé South Afeicans,  Tast Saturday
at Richmond against a2 scratch team
roprepenting  London,” the Austrmliums
had to straggle hard to gain victory

singte fry to nothing, and wera
v ot that.,  On Monday
at the Stadinw they opposed Cornwall—
the champion counly, and presurnally,
therefore, a stronger gide b1 Ltheir col-
Jective aspect, fore and aft, than the
serateh fifteen they et on Saturday
and “smothered” the Corni=himen, win-
ning by the ig margin of 5 goals 3 tries
{32 poiuts} to a try (31 poinis).

For the purposes of Otympic foothull,
Cornwall was glaiel,  The Austeal-
fans should first have met France, but
Ale Frenchmen could not raise a team,
awld seratehed, Jeaving “England’ and
“Australia? to tight oul the Olympic
Rugby Championship,

“Auslralia™ won, and fully merited

vietory. At Richiond their play seldom

rose aliove mediocrity, They were cer-

tainly very sound in defence againat plain -

attack, and the forwards were exeel-
tent.  But, belhind.the serum, nothing
like brilliance was in evidence; thern way
a gaod deal of funbling, and misfielding,

amd good oppariunities for seoring wore .

tast time and again. A three-guarter
hack like George Smith, of the “All
Dlacks would have revelled iv the open-
ings offered hy the London defence, of
which the “Wallabies™ scemed quite un-
ahle to tuke advaniage.

At the Stadium we saw the Aunstral-
fang in a far belter light.
warids - were first-class, and their back
division gave a display of combined anid
fdividual excellence that wade it diffi-
cuit to realise that one was looking at
practically the same division that played
against London,
were ¢ertainly slower than those who
did Juty for London, but, allowing for
this, there was no esvaping the great
improvement of the Australian backs,

The gmple margin by which the Aus-
tratans won would undoubtedly have
been still larger had their baeks realised
earlier how easily llhe Cornish defence
cculd be piereed by individual rupe.
Tlickey showed this when he gained the
first try, but the Australisms only
graaped the fact after they had acored
twice by converting defence on their
own line into atéack the length of the
field. © Omee they realised the cffective-
nesg oF the individual run the Austral-
iana mado great use of it, and scored
pretty mueh as they pleased, for the
Cornish backs were as weuk in defence
as in attack, and seemed quite incapable
of pulling down the straight running
Colanials, who “handed off” in a very
neat and effective fashion.

By wvirtue of the triumph at the Bia-
diwn, the “Wallubies” hive given Ans-
trulia the World’s Rugby Chumpionship.
Tt is however an ewply honour, for of
the few countries where Rughy is
played, pnly three even entered the
Olympic competition, and one seratched,
Moreover, the Cornish team is by no
nieans . representative of FEngland, and,

though the county won the Champion- .

ship last year, it is net in the leant
probuble that she will do so again thia
year,

Humours of the Game.

By
£ GWYN NICAOLLS and W, J, T,
COLLINS,

Foolhall has idy humours. On the ficld
and ol it, in the team and in the crowd,
there -are humorous incidents and say-
ings, awl as it does ne harm to keep in
migl the lightor side of things, we will
try to recatl a few of themn. 'The seri-
Ousneng with which the majority of foot-
ball followers take the game i3 in iteelf
suusingg o those players and others who
Jook npuat it as & pusibme, and (he gulli-
biliLy of numerous partisans gives the
Wil or funny man (most teams include
Anch & man) the cliance Lo have his little
Joke. Many are the yurns, more or leas
Prausille, told of the joker coming in con-
tict with e foutball muniae. Ou one
oecarion a toam, dreased and ready to go
o the peld, hiad (o wait for ane of their
Ployers, Ten minutes or w0 afler the ad-

- and

Their for- -

The Cornish backs |

vertised Linw fur tie start, an oulonker,
more impaticut than the rest, and puzzled
by the unuceystomed debay, went rouml
to the dresing rogm, where all the poay-
ere but the avsent one were azacabled,
und asked the cause of the delay, There
dad been a slight shower of rain a low
mimites before, und he was solemaly told
Lhit they were wailing fur the grass to
dry!  Quite satistied with thin explana-
tion, he veturned to his-comrades 1o atlay
durther anxiet In districta where the
public are wecustowell  to punciuality,
these delays generally bring furth anxi-
s inquiries, and en ether oeeasions ex-
ruseg woere confidentin e that the
vpiayers eonld not get the money on”
oy thdt the aptains “could nev apre
which team shoulil win.”  For there is
a mad guri of humony in the fact that
an iguorant section of football enthnsis
adts do beiieve really that teams arrange
the resnltz, sl back themzeives or their
oppauets rdingty.

Before hmportant nuiehes, plocers are
hesiegad by theiv follawers amd gques-
tioned In all seriou=ness us to the result
of the game, “Whi's going to winy™
lhey ask, as thongh {he players were
prophet+ or gifted with clairvoyaney.
The questionars do not confine  Lhem-
selves to the day of the mateh, but at

e

at all times and placves to pounce on play-

ers Al rue<tion (hem axs o how @ eers
tain game will go. A player had beaen
pested for a lomg time by one of these
inane qierists amwl at la=i lost puiience on

heing buitenholed, o the middic of a
conversalion with a [friend, with the

nsual question: “\What are you going in
do tomarrowr?  “L ain going Lo have 2
wood breakfuost for a start” he replied,
aind after that be was ot guestioned
further. .

A popular player becomes public pro-
perly, anud I8 treatef  most intimately
damiliarly by all classes.  Bven
the newspaper boys olaim acquainbance
and greet Qtbn by his Christian name, or
the name by whivh he is comronly ad-
dressed by bis pevsonal frends.
to-night, Arthur?” they  will say, for
they believe that football, like love and
deuth, “levels all ranks,” and makes the
international brother io the newspaper
hoy who punts his ball of ¢ld newspapers,

tied about with ' string, to (ke danger =

of hurrying pedesirians in the back lzne,
Once a tewm who bad been away on a
suceessiul Lour were met at the slatlion
on their return home by a cvrowd of
tiwir admirers, who followed them, cheer-
ing. One of the players, a man of big
stature, managed &0 get cear of ibe
“madding erowd,” Ly turming down a
side strect. Ile was met, however, by
two ragged miles, who at once recogmised
him. Mush to his amnsement, one said!
“Here's Let's shonkder him?”

While on a visit {0 Ediuburgh, a team
having nothing ¢lse to do ow the Satur-
day mworwping, accepted an invitation to
visit the Muodical fSchools of the Univer-
sity, They were shown through the dis-
secting room, and the right of disjointed
membars of the human body thoronghly
upsel some of ilem. During a short
stoppage in the maich, one player, feeling
something wrong inwardly, consutted a
comrde—a  doctor—saying he thought
there was something wrong with hia
heart. The docteor examined him. “Heart
be Mowed,” e said, *“Its your
stoniach that's out of order.” And that
particular player—uow one of the “has-
‘heons"—atrongly advises present players
to put off a vizit {q the dissecting room
uniil afler the mateh.”

The adviee given (o plavers by spee-
tators, and the remarks made jrom the
ropes. are often very fuany, and during
tiwe husited wnd exciled moments vaiers
can e beard very plainly by thase in
the arena. L was during one of those
mmhenis that & player. reectving the ball
ing appeal Trom voe of the opposing for-
wards, who asked if "the gontleman with
ihe juckey club beeath”™ woull Kindly
Lm-p v 1the back row,

The reporter b= sometimes the vielim
of the funny mas. Whilst paying a vieik
io a "Varsily team, one of the visitors
wats struck hy the nmober of initials be-

Al a smalt country town, the eaptain
of 4he loeal team =lrutled on to the
field with the wonl *(aplain” worked in
lavge Jefters on hia jer~ey.  A! another
amadl town a first-elasa leam played a
niateh whivh was looked wponr tather ag
a practice by the stronger eam, and as
an oppoertunity for seering by individual
members,  In the course of the game a
visiting player--noted for the lenacity
with whivh he stuck to the ball once he
got it within his grasp. pol puszession,
amd started wwroes the dield in his pur-
posclern way, A eollengie inoa better
posilinn than himseli called for a pass,
*Wait,” zhouted the selii=h one, ~'1'll be

\ -

“Paper

back in a minute”  Wherenpon the other
vried, Lalf in deapair, hall in sarcian --
“I'l give you two bob for it?!"* In the
same mateh a forward had been eating
onions, at his feep breathing soon monde
itaelf-camelt,  Then there ?
in his own 25 —from 70 to !
the moal -was fstraeted by an onlooker
{evidently full of “comlidence and refresh.
ments*) to “ddrop a poal™  The shouwty
uf satisfaction and the moans of disap.
peintment heard daring Lhe progresa of a
game are a source of mneh amusement to
the players.

There are “humours cannected with
qiueerly-sitnated pwrounds.  The top of a
oUIELa in was h most sopitable one team
eoubl fiml, aul every time the ball was
kivked gut of the ficld of play it voHed
dwn the monntain side,  Runners weree
in attendianee to fetel it back,  Another
cluls had their ground alongside @ il
way. luring a pgame the badl wis kie
ont of the rrowwd, aml 3t 1he sam
a gomls train was pias<ing.
into one of the trucks, wedged  Heself
i amony the contents, amd wus earried
away, o the conslernation  of  he
players, L
fore many of the eollegians’ names, o
thought 1o vulde these when e gave
the munies of his own teams, aml (heps
was mech langhier when the papers wern
read the follewing momning.  Huwh player
found that he possessed at Ieasi hrea
front” mumes, 1) nanother oecasion the
same man wis asked to give the weight
and height of the imdividual play.rs of
his team, and on referring to the papers
it was found that the leng and lean man
was given as short and of great weighr,
amb the diminutive half back  appeaved
us @ A of imnlense propertin

Practival jokes wile an ton
erous.  One mentber of a traw
went bo the night porter, angd gave in-
structions that Le wus to be called at an
unearilily hour in the morning.  He was
careful tu Jmpress that he was on no ae-
ciount to be allowed to steep on, as it was
of the, uimost importanes thal Yo =houkl
catel a cerlain tenin. But instead of
giviey ilie number of lhis own raom b
gave that of a rocn ceecupied by & mem-
ber of the Committee. He told the porter
ithat he would no-doubl experience soms
trouble in getting him to tum out, and it
necessary he was to he pulled out, ‘Fhe
ruse worked well,  The commitiee-man
sat up Iate, and he hud not been i hed
long wher he was awakened by Joud
knocking at the door. The porter, anly
Yeceiving drowsy mutterings of " Go
away! 7 entereld in ths dark and shook
ihe veeppant of the Ded. There was an
angry pretest, a scufle, but what really
happened afier that no ome exvept the
porter amd the commitiee-man evor knesw.
But it is a fact that the povter got o
suinea in the morning as compensation
f ages received.

A mischiovous member of & teanr onee
went tound the rorridors aiter all were
a-bed, 2l coleeting the Loots cut all the
luces to pieves, replaced them, giving each
man an odd boot. The next duy was
RMunday, and laces were at a high pren-
um. He was .mart enough te mit his
own, to prevent being found nut.  Maay
are the tricks {hat are perlovmned—from
the shaple making-up of the apple-pie
bed to the cutting off the Jews aind slecves
of pyjamas, but there is wol moch lun in
that.

Of humour on the ficld of play it=ell,
there Is some, of course, bt ot 50 muh
a8 on the fringe of the mame, It was the

time
The fall fell

=

practice of oue teamw, whose caplain wad
HEIR—\eTY

a very s<hort
feet—onr ente
diately Lehind him theiv two
bera, men stamding @ conple o
six feel—a vontrast which ans n great
sonree of amusement to <peetators,

While playimg i oa maweh on Boxing
Pay, a forward who bad beew eating and
king during the festive aeasee not

Titile over dive

¥ but too well, soon fennd bonselr
Lo

fairly pomped ont, aod nnabl
fellow  ylaxver, i
stoaped, and vy
vigorons=ly, thua riving Jum toe to re-
cover Wi~ breath, while at the =ame Qe
decoiving others as 1o the veal vause of
his distress, A great many Cinjuries” ye-
rebved i neiches eonuld be avcounted fur
in this way. M

Une culent which  happeasl  soine
JEATS Ao was AOL W hont e audae oy
humonr. A tean who had beea acorrug
phenmeenally t ull oppenents, as
1he ye=nll of wngnificent  cubination
and imdividnal ability, scored try after
try, gond after goal, against a tcam in a
a favdi-tant town, The waten players
wore demornlisved, nd the Full-lack was
Austered. aiter repensed cxperiences of
tackbing the man who had the hall when
by weal Tor Lim, bl bad b Bot »ben bhe

S Austradasian

Graphic and New Zealand Mail for December 9, 1908 1

Tuiel Dzemel= upyann Niien.
wils b

At tergth the hald
e ol the visit-
el bus eankl b any t hing
P b How o, yuil
have the bl ™ he ashed, ook 1 ot of
sl I oram in with o [y,
5wl dow-h jud Ly otlen
1 remarks from spee
ainly <ome of then wre
. i one ordkaion the

[rasseme g,

fowrh Cowith & visiting teaut worouaed
ther dre of the home  crowd, and it
the elimax when he  al
iry for bit ~hfe when the
hund g into fawh wn

Mix siile,
ihge vagikai

praie ok Ve visat-
e and wanl:
 You ¥ oowond guietdy {a that
1onsh jind [ yonre, W den't want
any hother, hut U am assurmd by men
an the spol that your t
~iv inehes i foeh beTon
Lt give b a hint
went to his toneh-Judize and =
mual b eareinl, o~ their appus
plrinet that the plagyer wlo
i toneh. ** Linlead he wasn'y,”?
toneli-judze. 1 was Dike s,
Toud moy the badl nnder his left arm,
owas ohly Wi right oot that went ints
tauch, o the balk wasn't in touch at
alll ™ Bnt one rather apspeets that thia
wats pritde o the guise ol inseene,

The W
a at n

LAWN TENNIS,

Alexander Visits New Zealand.

the Mneriven temnis
player, has arrnnged o cix weeks” Lour of
New Zealandg at ehe sunelnsion of U -
Eenypinent,

F. AL Alexamder

Auckland Inter-club Champion-

ships.

In the sevoml ui nutehes for
the interwlub championship banner of
Auwckland, Wesl Fyvl heat Devonport
Iy poids to 8, Mlen and Epson

teed Anckland by 1 puinsts 1o 5,
and Parnell Taat Onehunga by 19 points

1o 3 ako,

THE DAVIS CUP.

MELBUURNE, lke 1.

The eonclinting  <tages of 1the Paviz
Fup competitions were faugrht ont yester-
day. In the end Andralia won by 3
matebes to 2, Wilding winn hiz single
amamst Alexander, amd Brookes Iosiogr
his again<t Wright.  Now that all i3
over, iL must he admitted that much of
tha =mveess of the reeant conlest—ior
mewnrable  sporting =dreess it was,
=pevtive of which ~ide won or loxt—
due to the calibve of the men
aont across,  Windtiter the re-

Wikl
America
att would have heen different hoad-Farn-
ol and Hackett made the juurney it s
el now 10 ingnize, The 1w whocare

represeiatative of the
Nower of American tenni<, and hath, aa
i generadly adiitted, played right up to
1heir home form. They were not only a
yopro~entative but an admiribiy mtcehed

were  thoronghly

pair. A Dbetter duabtos combination has
sellom been seen anywhere, The free-
dom and da-hoed with hi

nagnidvent sweeping shot frem the base
Tine, conld not Lhave bern better pliced

than alonpile 1he eouvine--. peneralship
and eoverhead work of Teals Wright, In

heating this pair on turdty, even by
the payrowesl of margins, N\ =<iralin de-
served Lo et pride of phave

hyterest in powerbes of Mes was
maintained right up ve the dinish, Des
apite the heal, amd Vhe absence of -hade,
e W) pa-opfe were present to dee
Wilding make the winning <troke,  The
young New Zealamber was the hv!;\ of
The o There Coany o who
thought, atfter Brookes"s defeatr) 1hat he
W= bnpdirge A Sorborn hogwe, o el
vib e e wendhd Tare stvheoan
amder, and Uos majorily
ovwenld T a0 irifhe Lo
ane o umderrated Wikding's
ability, Tt the dewnfell of Brookes had
]uv;u.\lru--l them for anmyrhing, oven for
e loes ol the enp) whie bl en Satunday
I alnosy w Asat bappened. the
=evomd st proved a brillianl =
when mao=<t wante-h o Wilding has p
wany  line mames aml s o won omwany
trophics, lnt &e bas aever done anrthing
fowr than b performanree westerday.
He championed & warening cause, and
Nis vhampionship was its alvation. BEven
the way he gopped s racket as he
walhed vl 10 the court put heart inte
thoxe who alresdr, m imagmanon, aw
the cup on itz way to America. Srving
Enely, hitting oul tincly, juiging cwely-

warn=|
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