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Music and Drama

It is said we may prepare ourselves
for suntething in the way of a novelty
when the curtuin rises on “Liane of Dob-
.Bou's". thiy evening, this being the second
production of the Tittell Brune season.
1ialf a dozen shop gicls sre seen going to
‘bed in one of Lubson's dormiteries after
8 heavy day's work. One of the assistunta,
“Diana,” cumen inlo & legacy of £300, and
& new life of freedum, travel znd plc.u-
. Bure opens out lo her. At a farhionable

shotel in Switzetland the detested shop is
forgutten, and Diana svon has a lover, a
“lazy ex-guardsman, whoe iz living nim-
-lessly on £600 & yenr. "When she-has
spent her £400 Diana returns to London,
‘only to find a place in the ranks of the
~unemployed.  tim the Thames Lmbank-
ment in the early morning the out-el-
shop girl mects her unlucky guardsman.
Droughl togeither by the currents of mis-
fortune, Diana and the Capinin resolve
“to sink op swim fogether, and the play
-ends with 8 marringe” engagemeont and
the dawn of a day of hope and happiness.
The part of “Diana” siiould be right into

.tha hapds of Miss Tittell Brune, Othera

in Lha cust are Messrs, Thos, Kinpgston,
“Greghan MacMabon, 7. W. Lloyd, Frank
Harcourt, Mrs. Roberé Brough, Misses
Emma Temple, Nellie Calvin, Florence
Kelley, Georgie ("Meara, Adele Kelley,
_and Edith Lewia, “Diana” will be staged
for four nights, followed by a revival of
MBanday™ for three mightt and “Romeo
ond Juliet” the just 4wo nights.
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The average theatre-goer is, it wonld
#cem, a perverse fellow, who persisis
“in ¥nowing what he likes rather than
what ceriain eapient critica tell him—
or it may be o her—they ought to like.
-Far -example, the lubricalions of both
morning and evening pupers were far
from- comphmentnrv fo “The Girl of the
Clolden West,” which is, as was indicated
Iast week, realty wob much better or
auch worse than “Sunday” (also a con-
spicuous aiccest). Despile adverse criti-
«csim, however, “The (irl” has drawn big
honses for over & week, and it is, at the
moment of writing, still going- strgng.
High art in druwa, evidently, is as poor
a hand to play as it is in pnm{mg.
Frmotionalism wins every time, and it
must be confessed ihere is emotionalism
—*good and plenty,* as “the Giri”® her-
pclf would say in Belapco's western
drama. ’
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" "Diana of Dobsons” promizes o be &
boom in Auckland, all the best seats
being already sold, and the booking for
“Sunday” is exceedingly hewvy. To con-
elude the season Lhere are 1wo nights of
-Bomeo and Juliet.
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Bofore u larye attendnore at Hia ‘{ilg
'e:ty’s School of Music, Parnell, lust Sa
.urday ovening, the pianoforte pupils of

Mr. J. F. Bennectt gave their sixth and °

last concert of {ht season, the following

coulributing to {he prograinme, and ac-

quilling themselves most suceessfully i—

Mr. G. . Woeolley, Grieg’s Somata Op. 7 -

/in K mioor; Miss Mury teddes, liller'a
“Marcin Elegiaen” in [D minov; Miss
Flora Maclean, Heller’s * Etude in £
minor,” and Aozarls “Sonata in B
minor'™: Miss Jeannie Wright, Grieg's
“An den Fouchling” Stranky's “la
Plaint d’Amour,” iiuhh_v claddes; Horv.
ath’s “Ia Mento,” Miss Jessie Geddesy
" My Gurden,” Mies Nerma Downs; Gul-
led's * Dunse Ancient,* Mr. W, Guddes;
Mogart’s * Magic Flute” Mis-es Durothy
Parker, 1). Curdne, K. Curtis, . Keals,
R He ||~|h.a.w, und A, Alogri Chopin's
2nd Nocturpe, Mr, Alexander Geddes;
Weber's Concert Stuck in D minor, Mr,
Woolgy and Miss I Cardno, Chepin'a
Mazurka in G pinop, Missen Mavion Hens
derron and  Lrabella Cardnoe ; Gillel's
" Pizzieale,” Miases M. Carduo aml M. and
o, Geddes; Vet Rhapmody, No, 2, and
Wagnec's = Tanahanser'” overture, Misses
‘Thytlis Metealfe, Clare Kénls, M. Cardno,
M. firddes, Anin Maerrison, K, Curtis,
‘Wellie Renchaw and Mr. \\on!ll')': Re-
inecke’s ' King BManfred?’ ‘overture ar-
wanged for pianoforte quartet, Misses
Renshaw. Maorrison, Cardno and Woolley;
Weber'a “Jubel” overiure, Misses Cassie,
Macky, I Cardne and Wootlo_v; UGillet's
“Danece Carcwse,” Misn M, Geddes and
Mr. A, Claddes; pecitation, * The Picture
Hat," Misg Eilleen Cotirell. M. E. R

‘any other music,

‘Dunedin’s most popular

" of being songfal

Cuardne presemted the :1 theory ceriidi-
cates secured at the Juus examination of
the Asociated Board of the RAM. and
ROCM., London, aud gave Mr. (. H. Wial-
ley Mr. J. F. Bennett's goid medad tor
bighest marks gained in hix last examiua.
tion, During the proweedings, in a low
well-thosen words, Mrs, J. M(Kuil Geddes
presented Mr, and Mra. Benuett, on bekalf
of the giudentes, with a handsome silver
tray, as a token of ihe high ecteem in
which they are held Ly the pupils.

SO
Mr. Cyril Monk, who was solo violinist

“at the Exhibition concerts, wap the leader
of the orchestra recently at the first pro-
_duction in Australia of Cowen's craterio, .

*“ Ruth.r
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The music of Moussorgsky is unlike
Tt is almost alaym-
ingly personal, but it leads one into a -
new world, where an uohappy soul wan--
dera in darkness, He hears wild lamen-
tationy, " and shadowy figures, iike

“Dante’s in hell, float past his sight. They

mutter of obscure sorrows, hopeless and

-endless misery; and the few words that

they speak, with Jong silences between, .

‘express a grotesque despair. Overhead,

#utlen thunder ruwsbles and sharp flashes
of forked lightning illuminate, with =
ghastly ctearness, this world of sufferers.
»—Art.hur qvmous, in the “Saturday Re-
view.”
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Speaking of Mrs. C. M. Brookes first

‘appearance in Melbourne at a recital

giver by Miss Rita Hope, the “ Argus ”
says:—Mrs. O, M. Brooke, a pupil of
Marchesi, and K a INew Zealander, made
her first appearance in Melbourne, and
created a very favourable impression. She
lias a Tight, fexible, sopranc voice, and
her style ja full of witality and eharm.
Her songs were the well-known soprane
aria from Maasepel’s “Cid,” and Anditi’s
famous valse song, * 5S¢ Saran Rose,” There
was an emphatic eucore, and Mrs. Brooke
honoured her pative land by singing Af-
fred Hill's Poi-Dance Somng, with which
Mr, Kennerley Rumford made such a suec-

7 cess botb bere aud subsequently in Lon-

don.”
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‘Mrs. A C. Oir-Loring will azsist the

-King’s Trumpeter, Mr. William Bhort,

LRAM., at his rvecitals in the Lown
Hadll, Wellington, on Woednesday
and AMonday, Lecember 2ad and
th, “Mrs.  Orr - Loting r1anks as
goprano, and
has been specially eagaged for these re-
vitals. A pure seprane of excellent qual-
ily and great range is Mrs. Orr-Loring’s
voive, her mezzo-voce work being partien-

Jlarly sweet aud effective, and a glance

at the progranmme shows that her items
are all standard soprano solos,
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No one hus ever accused the Chiraman
XNeveriheless he has 2
peculiar musieal taste of hiz owm.  He ia .
charmed, for instanee by the singing of a
poculiar breed of mice which he had espe-
cially cultivated and which 2 QGerman

-seientist, Dr. Fichelberg, who bas just

spent & term in a Chinese prison, derlares
capable of producing vocal hurmonies
‘guite equal to those of Lhe cnnau The
structure of a mouse’y throal iz shown,
moreover, nob Lo be much diferent from
thot of {he little yollow bird, there being
likewise a dizlinct physiral analogy be-
tween the two, even 1o the preulivr nib-

-Liing manser . which they take ibeir
food.—*

f Reienee Siltings.™
FR ]

There will arrive in Melhourne on Bth
December, and in.Eydney on Id4th De-
wemsbor, a Btile Australiasn, Jlorothy
Lawson (age 11) deseribed as a brilliant
ehitl plastiste and infant prodigs,  This
-child i3 comig from South Africa. Fhe
ia a gold and silver medalist, and is
the winner of tho silver medsl of Trin.
ily Callege of Music exam. {junior}, held
in Johamiesburg recentiy. She oblained
67 out of m possible 100 for theory, night.
reading, enr test, ete.. ele. - Khe won A
gold medal at {he Pretortn Einteddfod,
“Ier technigua f§a wonderfully goed,
while her expremsion ‘j= aponianeous and
omarvelious,” said the Cape “Argus

- .

: - Misa Amy-Captlen; who is bacy pre-
partng for her eomiag tour of Aus.
trnﬁl, has refused un exvellval offer for
a series of wnueﬂs in Ameru'n.

“ "'

Raﬂlornt, 1) w“ed s.foer a fumons

Belgian family named Sax; who imvented
and intreduced these instruments some 60
Fears ago, are the mainstay of all
modern brass bands, They are manuface
tured in many differcut sizes, from high
soprano te ihke buge <onirabass or bom-
_bwrdon, and ihe most important of the
-lot is euplionium, which supplznted the
now ocbsolete “serpents” and ophicleides,
“The tallest séxhorn ever inade stands
-Bft Ligh und coniains moce r.h;m 40ft. of
-tubing. - -
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As was to be expected - of a h.lng‘s
trumpel.er Mr William Shert was en-
‘thusizstic Tin the praise of Lis instra.
ment, - It far surpassed the cornet, he
said, in the course of a recent interview
<at “ellmgton in the nobleness, parity,
.and brillinney of its tone, which, in ad-
dition, was a good denl more ylmmg‘
“This latter he proved right away by

-standing up aud blowing a blast which-

,would lhave gone through a battleship,
“then foliowing by playing a few phrases
_to demonstrate his former assertion. e
"admitted that the tone of the trompet
-waa harder 1o get, out {hen it was worth
“while in the end. . The trumpet was
making wery great headway now ab
‘Hemne, for every orchestra of impok-
.tance had trumpets instead of cornets,
_especially in London, The best of the
big composers wrote parts for the tram-
pet, and, though cornete had been used

dor them, very often they could not _

play them at alf properly. The use of
-trumpets sdded greatly to the brillianey
of a performance. That was why he
recommended their intreduction ipto
“bands, all of which should have a ecuple
.in addilion {o their cornets, as was very
frequently dome im Eﬂglami -
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The New York correspondeat of “The
Times” on October 13 Jaat wrote:—No
demonstrations yvet accorded Mr. Taft or
Mr. Bryan appreached the rousing wel-
come which Mr. Harry Lauder received
at the Lincoln-square ‘Theatre last night
from the audience, which packed the
‘theatre to its doors. His delighted ad-
‘mirers, including the members of several

Seottish societies, were present in force, - °

and kept him on the stage for an hour
and twemty minutes. and wrung two
-speeches from him. The crowd wasz so
dense ontside that police reserves, I hear,
w cre gummoned to maintain order. ‘The
impression .made by his humorous per-
sonality and his mera presesce, withont
‘movement or speech, constming the audi-
ence with ~mirth, evoked a regeption
~which & Premdentml sam:hdate matthb
“well envy.
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A ];;'0||11arity of the actor’s arf is the

jnability of {he actor to see himaelf as
-others see him (says a Londen eritic).
He cannot’  get  bulside
"He cannot walk iu'the_ proceseion and
look out of the windew, The poet, ihe
painter, and the nyusician can study their
“work objectively. Tue ﬂ(-bur can newr
be a spectator,
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Big luls led te blows, nol among the
wearers, in a wusic-hall Jast summer,
and to a lawsuit the other day, At the
Alcazar, two tuen in the stalla sat be-
hind two hats, and suw nothing else. To
_while away the time they shouted “Hats
off1” and thumped the foor. 'he hus-
band of one of the hats turned round, and
waid, “You are hooligums!™ The result
wad a dight, the exacl circumstances of
which will never be known, as even the
exhaustive evidence given in court eould
not clenr the matter up, 1In the witness-
box -one of the ladies swore that blows
from a wulking-stick roined upon her
hat. . “Luckily, madam,” said the judge,
“the hate of to-day ure lurge, and yuu
were thus adequately protected.”
end the Court found that lwe spectutors,
bulh gentlemen of honour mnd renvwn,
one a well-known wrchitoet pod  the
otlier & mayor of a seagide bopough, had
tost their h‘hlp(-m in o jusi cause, *largn
Lats in theatres being an acknowledged
nuisance,” but that one of ihem, the
architect, had lost Lis temper too com-
pletely, and while acquitting hin friend,
the Court sentenced him te iwelve aad
sixpence flne,

bimself, -

In the -

The Weekly Craphic and New Zealand Mail for December 9, 1908 °

? 'Thi %uacige, ‘whe are filling a two
‘months' engmgensast at - Berlin, have
given & sommuand performance in Lhe
Marble ‘Palace at Potsdam beforw the
guests of Lhe Crown Trinoce and Trincess.
. Their Tmperial Highnesaes snbjected the

¥mind readers” to & test which was s0
‘severs that the performers wers abso-

. lntely exhauvsted. The Crown Prince

' and Princeas wrote down two character.
istie. flerman compound words, and
asked Mme, Zancig 10 gtesa them. Tha

:words  were  “hinterblicbenenversiche-
rungsfonds” (rurvivors® insurance funds)
‘end “zwanzgmverstelvgerungstegrbnisse”
{results . of compulsery  auction).
. Mrms Zancig gasped for Vbreath when -
she stiempted ic negotiate these mouan-
taing of syllables, and bezged the Crown
Princesa’ pexmlssmn to write the anawer,
- which waa given amid great laughier
t’rom the gueets.

_HIS®~ MAJESTY'S ~THEATRE

DJRECT!‘ON— OF I £, 'WI{..I:IAMSON.

- THE T!l‘rLLL Bm*mr SLASO\T.
h Supported lrs'
MR- THOMAE EINGSTO
Mus ROBE\.RT BROUGGH,
- 1 c wm.uusovs
. comswt‘n DRAMATIC COMEA\Y.

SE{O!\D GRAND PRODUCTION.
WED., TUURS., FRI. AND BAT,
Dec. Hh, .\Olh 11th,- 12th.

T Cleely Haomilten‘s l{omnntic Comedy,
DIANA OF DOBSON'S
DIANA OF DOBSON'S
Al Fpisode in the (Eite of g mdon Bhop

A DELIGHATFTL SPRING hO‘FLTY
MOXN., TUES., AND WED.,
Dec, 1dth, l.zlh and 16th.
WELCOME HF‘IVAL aF
- Thomas Hecewood's” Comnedy Rramag
- SBUNDAY.”
ST “SUNDAY.™
“'Stand by ihe Gal In the days to sumo,
a8 we stood lnge[her in ibhe dnys that are

gone.”
. &o . THURHDAT AND FRIDAT,
s Dee, ITth and e
“Twg Farewell Performazices,
Sh..kespenre s Imroortal Ldve Story,
ROMEOQ AND JULIET.”
ROMEOQ AND JULIEL.
“The Love Story of the World”
Box Plans at Wilkdman and Arey's.

| @S}@@?Z@@W
Pianos.

WAVE BUFN EUFPLIRED TG
THE FOLLOWING

MEN-OF-WAR.

- HLM.2 "Albsmu‘le . B H_E “Hmdul‘l-nn"
Al efatiznbie®
- Andmmedn" (2) "Irresnsub}u "
- " Argonaut” " Jupitar ™
S “Tiae Alfrea®
** Harliam * * I ing TR
*“Berwick” “¥ajesto™
“Cauopus™ » Pelnbroka'
¥ Ceuturion ™ "
. "Commonwu.lth" o Pionaer
::}3 nlem "Egjwm“th“f !
. iad nce of Walen
“Drake” !*Prinea
LY Dry.lu'l 'fﬂ ' Repulrs"
O Exmo it “ Ruabaell ¥
- "(xludim.nr "-Epa.r!dnbo"
Lo “ Buperb *
"Guu?ﬂopa' "
. "(]olulh" "Terri e ?
"l he_suuu“
Vonuruble®
"Vimﬂoblvo‘

Also HM.5, “DREADNOUGHT.*

SOLE AGENTS
FOR THESE PlaNed;

LONDON AND BERLIN
_PIANO COY. -

215-217 QUEEN STREET.



