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worst for H.importation So it is. perhaps,hardly fair uke a comparison to the
disadvantage of the native product, still
there is no getting away from the fact thatThe Ameri.-au yearlings were, for the most
part, tn first-rate order, amt we need not beabove taking a hint from the Yankees onthe subject of breeding if there is anything
they can teaeli us.
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l -" Manifold will thes'<trr> Handicap, when not at all expected!’•' bis parly. The performance struck me

ntem
00?' a t" d I 1 K«*t back that

night to London in order to back him
lot the < ambridgeshire. The train service

of indifleront character in those far-off
“ui .b .’* ,rcv, J.“ y 1 needed to

nach Bletchley. I here was. however, no
conveyance procurable, but rather than be
foued, 1 ran the dozen miles, thinking then
little of sm h exertion. From the station I
took a cab to the Salisbury Arms, a public
house near Charing Cross, where Davies,
the ‘Leviathan,' kept a list. On looking athis < ambrldg.-shire prices 1 found he had
Manifold at 100 to J.

"Davies." I said. "1 think this horse will
wm the Cambridgeshire. What will you

,

'u*' :i ' that rate?" "Ten thousand to
ItW, lad. I accepted the bet, and paid
over the 100. 1 w-as then keeping a list
myself on a minor scale, ami next day put
Manifold at Pi's. To

encourage business I
stuck up. so ihat ail might see it. inv tip
which was:

Manifold .

Tmth
?

Faux Fas \ \ 4

A real good lip it was. seeing that Truth
won Ariosto was second. Manifold was
tlnrd ami Faux Pas fourth. We doubt
v nether if Mr Hodgman were to place the
tirnt four in the turning Cambridgeshire lie
would be so n<-;*r the murk as he was on
that occasion.

Describing h«>w ante post wagering has

boon killed in the Old Country, "Spear-
mint, of tin* "London Sports Supplement’’
writes. Affording to the Scotch proverb.

• .reedy folk hae lung airms,' and if that is
S ’, the anterior limbs of manv bookmakers
must bear resemblance to the’old-fashioned
barbers pole. Anyway, while some of them
in matters of personal raiment, living, and
pleasures an- the antipodes of all that is
meant by miserly, on their business side
they want everything their own way, and
that •Holdfast is a good dog,’ they never
torget. I hey mourn over a losing day as
Rachel did for her children, and do theirbest to prevent a recurrence of the un-
pleasant experience by a rigidity of rules
compared with which lhe laws of the Medes
and Persian-* were unstable as water, and
variable as woman. Sometime* I think the

I urf is being run by the bookmakers for thebookmakers. They are allowed to own

horses ami to obtain all the privileges of
ownership in the way of intcreourse witli
jockeys. They are further allowtal to run
horses in their

own name and tv lay them
in an assumed one. It is even whispered
/here are ca*es in which they bet in their
i»wn names and own horses in other men’s.
<>n a certain o«-<-asi<»n when a favourite was
held by the layers (<> be allowed to win,
one b*»kmak«*r ’on the rails' expressed bls

feelings b> denouncing the affair as scan-

dalous. ‘An I the steward* do nothing!
Nothing’ Abr»o lute-ly nothing! They
■’light to let no* be

a steward! I'd
hbow them what I’d do!' And as ! walked

away 1 began musing whether the day was
fjo very remote before bookmakers would be

allowed to be stewards. The bookmakers, of
course, will but snigger at these complaints,
ns the only renn*dy i> not to bet. It is a
remedy manx ar»» nowaday- employing.
Though, after all i- -uid and done. Charles
Lamb was right when he said. ‘Man is a
gaming animul. Il<>w<*ver. he 1.- not anxious
io play under gr«»*»s disadvantages, and if

prepo-ioroijs limit,it inm» u- to price* and
t-strletion- a.- to phi< e< ;<n not disadvau-

wbat are they? It i< not neceSMary
for the interest- of the Turf that every
/•ookmaker should leave a quarter of a mil-

lion behind him. or even a bund rial thou-

aarnd pound** In Fram e'barkers to
110 very w<dl m.ilioui the btxikmakcr at all.'*

In the matlet of galloping horses on the
training ♦r-i' k*. in England they do things
xniM'h different to vital they do in the
tolunb-s, f.*r wher- as we are < n*iiotm-<J to

•wilPttMA Sil sort- of of form on tlic
tfacka thej identlv do no(-*nk« It there.

flo<ently in the Old <'-mntry. All Blank
badly beat Y<-ijt«q in i trfril a f»‘W -days be-

for* the C«***arewlt'h. but in the mliml

rare the latter won, while tht* former wftt

unpii-ed. After the n»<e, considerable pub
ll< comment was <»«<aHlone»|. and

Balk* wrote to the Treat, as follows:—*

"Regal Ix>dge, Krntfurd. Newmarket.

‘‘The explanation of the Yentui and Ail
Black gallop I* (hat the traluera of the re-
spective horses were at cross purposes. F.
Darling was under the impression Unit the

horses were simply to work together, while
Brewer arrived on the scene prepared for
a trial, of which my trainer was unaware
until after tin* gallop. Indeed, Yentoi was
not even given a preliminary canter, so it
is little wonder that he choked, and was
rased after going one and a-«piarter mile at

the unexpected pace.

"What weight All Black earriei! I do not
know. I feel strongly that horses of differ-
ent owners engaged in a big handicap
should not be trie«l together, ami I should
not for a moment allow it. I give this in-

formation to some members of the Press,
as well as others who inquired. For myself
I always held the opinion that the public
trial with Glacis at Itoneaster was good
enough for those who believe their eyes
rather than their ears.

“It is surprising that any student of rac
Ing could so confuse form as to believe
after that performance that All Black
(cracked heels and aih could have beaten
him on his merits by 15 lengths! The Inin-
dreds of letters and wires that I have re-
ceived from all sections of the publie prove
that they at least were better judges."

To this the Special Commissioner re-
plied :—

“laidy de Bathe has been good enough to
favour us with an explanation of the cir-
cumstances connected with tin* gallop in

which Yentoi and All Black took part a

week ago. It is an interesting hut scarcelv
a satisfying epistle. There is still much
that seems to require explaining. We are
told that the trainers of the two horses
wore at cross purposes. Whereas Fred
Darling thougiit the animals were merely
going to work together. Brewer was under
the impression that they were to have a
serious trial. Did anybody ever hear of
such an extraordinary muddle! When
•lid Darling learn that Brewer had
,uu,,e a mistake, and when did
Lady de Bathe ascertain the true facts
of the case? These questions are pertinent,
because (here has been no conI radiction of
tiie statement that her ladyship at Kemp-ton last Saturday backed All Black to cover
the money she had ou Yentoi. Why should
she have feared the Park fx*dge candidate
Y'i. rtl,d her writil, K scornfully of
Au Black, ‘cracked heels and all’? The
fact of the matter is the explanation vouch-
safed has intensified the mystery surround-
ing the gallop. Now that we have heard
the story from one side, it would be par-
ticularly interesting to learn what the other
side have to say on the subject. Indeed. I
may go so far as to say it is their duly to
the public as well as to themselves to amplify the details. I fancy, however, there,
is not much chance of their being induced
to speak, for they seem to desire that the
matter should rest where it does.

“With regard to Lad.v de Bathe’s refer-
ence to the race at Doncaster, in which
Aeutoi defeated Glacis, I, as one who came
to the conclusion that the result was not
quite what it should have been, cannot ac-
cept the rebuke she administered, either in

humility or otherwise. There is sound sense
iu her advice that people should believe
what they see rather than what they hearlhe mischief of it is that I thought I saw
siinicicut at Doncaster to convince me that
Glacis would beat Yentoi in the Cesare-

1 :‘>n q,Hto eertaii' I saw sufficient
y^dnps<l‘l y last to convince most people‘hat Glacis would have won the Cesare-

.TnHiLi 1’" 1 for t,ei " s s " h'> P''l«ssly boxed ill
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JHst'ned in taking a pride in Yen-

in \ a gOod. h,YSP' developinto a better one: but lie has a lot of leewav
'-<n '>e P'aeed iu tilesame class as Glacis.

takapuna races.

(To the Editor.)
Sir. How much longer are we expected

.'in. 1.50,,1e '"‘Provemeut iu eonnee-

n,
' tbe wc,rki “S of the totalisator

at l.ikapuua and other courses? I was at

to'em".’"'.. 0" Sa,’"' <i'l .v last; the scramble

a, . .. ’,!, VIU « out was infinitely worse.

unaVm.nf .s '*."l,s Kdoll enough for theapathetic Aucklander. ( had to collect a
dividend ou the last race, and 1 did not
itach home (near Newmarket) until 7.45.

for ,be Privilege of betting
with the tote" and should, at least, have
proper facilities. Many prefer the book
makers, and the chibs will have only their
own short sighted cheese-paring policy to
blame if the machine is abolished Race-
goers are beginning ( 0 ask whether h would
not be a change for the be Het if all race
meetings were held at Ellerslie Its best
1 nends cannot say that the Devonport
course is a good one, the bumping inten-
tional and otherwise, on Saturday was
alarming, and in al least one race that ap
parently incurable malady “sleeping sick
ness’ made its appearance. Whatever the
other faults may be at Takapuna an at-
temjit to improve the working of the
tote, the paying out department particu-
larly, would satisfy. I am, etc.,

ADVANCE.
(In connection with lhe delay In paying

out complained of by my correspondent,
there was cerlainly <i delay after one race,
owing to one of the electric bells which
give the signal going wrong, but other-
wise there was no crushing or aii’y other
trouble a i the machines. -Sporting Editor. |

(To the Sporting Editor.)
«ir.-—ln Saturday’s issue you publish an

extra*-! from an American paper re tin*
tough riding of (ho jockey* then*. N«»w
Sir, do yon not think ihe local writers
would be doing <he public n favour if thev
were to take up this subject. The public
are the backbone of racing, ami I think it is
a Hhaiue Un- uuy the racing officials ;q»
parentry clone their eye* to the dishonest
practices Hiai take place on tracks around
Auckland. I have

h*m*u mon- crossing on
the local ira*ka in eight days’ racing than
I have aeen iu three months* racing than
Oakland (Cal.) track. And they rure. fdx

ft wefck tbere. At Ellerslie 1 went over

to the starting post on several occasions,
and at each start there were two or three
had

cases of crossing. And I notice there
is a primitive arrangement for keeping the
horses away from the rail. Why not have
u* e false rail, the same as is used on some
oi tne Australin n tracks? Another thing
( notice the starter is jumping up and
down. \\ hen he is on the ground, the
noises are all |U ed up: directly be gels on
h s stand half the Held are-the wrong way
about. Now. surely the club

can afford
to give hint an assistant. On tracks that
1 nave visited in Australia the clerk of the
course gives him a hand; and in California
the starter has two assistants. Snrelv. it
is about time for these Kip Van Winkles
who hold the position of ' oOkuils." to
shake off tills sleeping sickness. There is
another thing that is very glaring Hint is
the number of uou-triers. At Takapuna
there was one race in which it was
most barefaced. Yet not a word was said.
J hen. again, previous to coming here, I
was led to believe that in racing matters
Aew Zealand was jn the lead. But if Auck
land is anything to go by. then 1 guess
Aew Zealand is like the I Mike of Plaza
Toro, who led his Held from behind. I
trust that you. Sir, will take up this sub-
ject of dishonest practices just for the «ake
of your innocents at home. - J am. etc.,

AN INNOCENT VISITOR.

[For the benefit of my correspondent I
may say that the various writers through-
out New Zealand have been hammering
away at foul riding and inconsistent run-
ning for some lime, and still have hopes of

getting stipendiary stewards appointed.
Sporting Editor.J

+ + +

TURF TALK FROM THE SOUTH.

CIIRISTCHURCII, Tuesday.
The tracks at Riccarton, in consequence

of the continuous dry weather, are very

hard, and quite a number of horses are

showing signs of soreness.
White Cockade has made a speedy im-

provement from the effects of his recent

accident, and is to be put into work again
this week.

Goldbeater has also thrown off the effects
of his Wellington mishap, and is doing light
tasks again.

Beckwell, the form of which in public
has been of a disappointing nature, has
been added to the list.

Sea King has not done much work since

the November meeting, and he may not
race again till the autumn rolls around.

British Peer, which raced at Tim-aru last
week, has joined T. Cotton's team at Ric-

carton.
Husbandman’s -success in .the St. An-

drew’s Handicap at Feilding makes his

running in the Canterbury Cup hard to

•account for. In the latter event he was
beaten before going a mile, and on that
form seemed harshly treated in the Feild-
ing race. Evidently the C’.J.C. Derby win-

ner was feeling the effects of his earlier

exertions at Riccarton. His victory is sure
to bring him into great demand for the

Great Northern Derby, as there was a lot
of merit in it.

When driving a hoppled pacer at Plump-
ton Park on Saturday morning, .1. Price,
the well-known trainer, got a .nasty fall,
and the injuries he received were so seri-
ous as to necessitate his removal to the
hospital.

Several Riccarton trainers intend paying
Westlaud a visit at Christmas, and they
should not come away empty-handed.
Amongst the candidates likely to make the
trip are Armamento, Contender, Ruapehu,
Tsitsihar, and others.

Satisfactory acceptances have been re-
ceived for the Hororata Racing Club’s
annual meeting, which takes place on
Thursday next.

Probable is feeling the effects of his
exertions at the Timaru meeting, and will
probably be given short respite. His en-
gagements at the Christchurch R.C’. meet-

ing, wnlch takes place on the 16th inst.,
have been cancelled.-

CHRISTCHURCH, Friday.
R. O’Donnell, who trains for W. and G.

Stead, intends taking Nautiform and Nobel
Io Auckland, but he will not leave till after
the Christchurch Racing Club’s meeting.

I l’- Holmes has had an addition .made to

string in a well grown three-year-old
by Sant Ilario from Blytheside.

Ileorthen. who put up such a great fight
in the New Zealand Cup, is galloping in

great style again. She will be a competitor
at the Christchurch Racing Club’s meet-
ing, and then go north to*fuffil her engage-
ments at Manawatu.

Motoa, who was purchased on behalf of

Mr S. Nettlefold last week at lOlMigs, was

shipped to Melbourne yesterday. The Con-

queror gelding will go into D. J. Price’s
stable.

The Lark was decidedly lame after run
ning in the St. Andrew’s Handicap at
Feilding, and this will probably preclude
his taking part at the A.R.C. meeting.

Sunglow, who is of delicate constitution,
did not do well at Feilding, and this led
to Mason withdrawing her from the Great
Northern Derby.

Flitaway did not run up to expectations
at Feilding, disappointing her trainer on

both days. 'Though a particularly brilliant

filly on the tracks, she seldom does her-
self full justice with the colours up.

The services of G. Price have been
retained for Diabolo in the Auckland Cup.

Signor will not be a competitor at the
Auckland Racing Club’s summer meeting,
and it is quite probable that he wfll be
taken over to Australia.

D. McCardle, a light weight Imrsemau
who has seen service tn Australia, South

Africa, and India, has taken service with
D. Roberts.

Stratagem and Sharpshooter left for
Auckland on Thursday. On arrival they
will join other members of the Cbokeborc
tram, -under E (’nit’s charge.

Gleiicullorh, Sister Annie, and the 1wo-
yesir olds Kilwinning. Fasbakyle, and

Applegarth, will do service Ou behalf of Sir
George ( lifford at the Manawatu meeting.
All of them have been getting through ger-

vh-eable tasks, KHwlnuing in particular gal-
loping well.

Fi rat class nominations have been re-
ceived for the Pluniptou Park Trotting
<’lub’s summer meeting, which commences
on Boxing Day.

Compared with the bill of fare issued to

owners last January, the programme for the
forthcoming <’up meeting of the Wellington
R.C. shows

an increase of 135Osovs,
Mr T. Cameron’s starting on the second

day of the Feilding meeting was quite up
to his boat form, and on this account the
second day’s racing was very good. There
does not seem to be the least doubt that
♦fcere was a conspiracy among certain joc-
keys on Monday to get rid of Mr Aidworth,
a real good sportsman, and

a map of the
type required. Still the jockeys did not
want him. and 1 here was trouble in the
first race. It seems unfortunate that the
stewards did not fake a hami in stopping
the vagaries of jockeys, which only ended
when, after a most unjust and ungenerous
display on the part of a section of race-

goers, Mr Ald worth resigned his position.
There was not a great deal of interest

taken in tin* Ifororata R.C. annual meeting-
on Thursday, the attendancebeing small;
and the Helds of very ordinary nature. Deli-
anthes, a four-year-old daughter of File
land ami Clytie. made some amends for her
many disappointing displays by crediting
Mr 11. A. Knight with the Hororata Cup*
Contender was made favourite, but he conht
never get io Ilelianthes, who was hi front
practically the whole way. Hilarity, who
was but recently mated with Terrapin,
effected a surprise by putting down three

belter fancied eandjdates .in the Bangor
Plate. Farley Grove being the only one to

threaten danger. I.a ter in the afternoon
Farley Grove showed to better advantage
by winning the Welter Handicap from Zet-
land. Tessera, and four others. Whirlwind
scored a rather unexpected win in the

Halton Stakes, two better fancied candi-

dates in Cerise and Blue and Silkweb fol-
lowing her home. The meeting passed off

without incident of any kind, but beyond
affording a pleasant outing it had little to

recommend it from a sporting point of
view.

+ ♦ ♦

T.J.C. SPRING MEETING.

The concluding day’s racing in connec-
tion with the Takapuna Jockey Club’S
Spring Meeting was held at the North Shore
on Wednesday afternoon. The weather
was beautiful, and there

was a good at-
tendance. The racing was of an uninter-

esting character throughout, the fields be-
ing exceptionally small, and there were

only 42 runners in Ibe eight events, a very
low average. Considering the small fields,
speculation was brisk, and. during the after-
noon, the sum of £6385 was passed through
the machines under Messrs W. Bloomfield
and Co., which, added to the amouuk
handled the first day, gives a total of

£14,112 10/ for the meeting, a decrease of

£B7B on last year. Bookmakers’ fees for the
gathering totalled £575.

Mr W. J. Ralph officiated as judge, and
Mr C. O’Connor as starter, the latter gen-
tleman being in good form.

The general arrangements wr ere well car-

ried out by the officials under the secretary;
Mr It. Wynyard, but the programme was
unduly drawn out, and it would have given
greater satisfaction ba<l the races been

started closer to the time stated in the offi-
cial programme.

Mrs J. Gallagher had charge of the cater-
ing arrangements, which were carried out
efficiently, and during the afternoon the
Auckland .Mounted Rifles Band, under Band-
master Whalley Slewart, rendered a musi-
cal programme.

KAWAU HANDICAP IHRDLES of 1i»
sovs. Distance, one mile and three-
quarters; . . ,

J. B. Williamson’s ch g Okaihau. 4vrs.
Salvadan Orini. p.o (McKinnon)

.... I
W. 11. Mobberley’s b g Waihekau. aged,

9.6. (Baker, . 2
J. G. Sutherland’s br g Luscombe, Gyrs, »

11.4 (Cowan)
......

3

Also started: Hautapu, 12.8; Kotiti, 9(b
Ilautapu got away with a flying start, but

when the second fence was reached Okaihau
was in charge, and he piloted the field along
the. back, followed by Hautapu, Luscombe,
Waihekau, and Kotiti in that order. Hau-
tapu was beaten when the stand was reach-
ed, where Luscombe was almost on terms
with Okaihau, which, however, drew out
along the back, amt from that out was
never troubled, winning at the finish by
two lengths from Waihekau, which finished
fast, and beat Tmscombe by two lengths for
second honours. Kotiti and Hautapu were
some distance away together, last. Time.
3.20 2-5. Luscombe was favourite.
•STANLEY HANDICAP of lOOsovs. DIS

‘lance, four furlongs.
Hon. J. Carroll’s br m* Tarina, by St.

Clements Aka. <»yrs, 7.3 (Deelev) t
K. Hannons cli m Miss Winnie, 'aged,

S.'.l (Brady) t
C. Nicholson’s br g Lucio, tivi-s, 8.0

(Brown) ’ 3

6
lan: Frances. 7.4, and Mentira.

Miss Winnie was tirst to move, and joined
by Tarina, the pair made the running, fob-
lowed by I*ady Frances. Lucio, and Men-
lira. Tarina had slightly the best of it aS
they turned for home, and draw’lug out in
the run to the poet, finished up u winner
by a length and a half from Miss Winnie,
which was half a length in front of Lucio*
with Lady Frances close up, fourth. TimeJ
51 2-ss. Lucio was favourite.

SPRING HANDICAP of 150«ovs. On®
mile.

S. G. Lindsay’s br h Royal Soult, 4yrs,
by Soult—Bavaria, 8.9 (B. Brown) .. ft

J. C. Colbeck’s b h Advocate, 4vrs 7.13

(Deeley) 2
R. W. Duder’s b

g
Tui Cakobau, aged,

7.7 (McMahon) , a
Also started: First Gun, 7.4; Millie. T.&
Tui (’akobau.was the first to find his feet

and when the stand was reached had :l
slight advantage of Millie. Then came
Royal Soult and First Gun, with Advocate
last. Going along the back Tui Cakobau
was still the pilot, and, with the exception
that Ihe field were c’oser together, tliery
wiw no change in the position. Tui Cako-
bau wns first to turn for home, but when
fairly lu a line for the post Royal Mquß:
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