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7| |WHO HATH LOVED MUCH]}

By C. Menzies Miller.

¥

T was ubout this time that the
semaphore commenced to annoy
hine. [t WA¥ aunoying, he con-
#idered, that whenever he would
putl a little lever in the little iron
telegraph station under the hill, this

gaunt back pule would wave its arms
at  him. It was move than annoying;
ik was positively impudent.

OF course. there were many things
Lt had bothered him doring the past
few manths The crackling of the corru:
galed iron voof in the Berce glare af
the trepicul sun was another. Latety he
ltd come to think of it as the tickiong
of the muchinery inskle the world. One
night he pwl even gotten up and poured
a whole eanful of vil inte the steaming
hale in the groumd, where the hot spring

. hud once been.  Putt if did not seemn to
be of uny use. The crackling and  the
shapping still kept 1p. s0 he decided that
there must be something quite wrony
with the machine,

‘'he sewmaphore, however, was anether
matter,  One morning he took his beli
axc, atl elimbed the pole and choppel
Away the armx until he was quite sure
that he had quicted then,

i.oba, the chief ot the two or three

v el natives who comprised the pop-
ulution of the island. was artistically loaf-
iy with nne of the members of his court
in the shade of the cocoanut palms which
Fringed the beach. FHe watched the per-
fornmuee with interest,

“tlub,” he said, "the Tie-Tac dan is
Yilling the white mag’: devil tree that
wavey its arms at the ships”

Now us this was =0, and as his com-
panion wax a courtier of long experi-
ence, his statement was ajlowel to stand
unrentradicted.

I will surely die? continued Loba
complacently.  This also stood. for was
nut Laoby chick, and had not the Tie-Tae
nuan himself saick that whosoever laid
hands npon the devil tree would die sud-
dendy? Why, even when the putling bont
hiad vomie indo the bay. aml her men had
stoml wp the tree on the hill, and put a
apiky lLittle fence around it, had not
Nialt the islamd died?  Died. too, of the
strange witeheraft which left sores thick
upns ihe face? It wos in the memory
of man,

¥

Man  climbed  slowly  down  the
el catae alomy the winding path to
He had an odd way of look-
fulty frum s=ide o side Ay he
aml he made a curious fgure in
his soiled and ragmed white pyjumas
and palm leafl hat. The ankempt hair
and beard had onee been browi, but haid
new coeme to thal bleached straw colour,
given by long years of exposure to the
tropic sun. 1t was @ bad face, more vie-
jous, perhaps, bevause it had once beem
handsome.  There was that, Loo, 4 the
cves which wasn't plensant to look at.
s fuct. there was not a harder specimen
in the Awhipelago. Even the wreckers
wil beach-combers ¢lung bow and then to
sunwe <hred of a deeent past.  Here was
nowe at abl. But then peputations count
Jor very dittle minoag the mliml< It
was hard to find 3 men who woubl stay
at Lhin God dorsaken station more tan
i ok, smd he had been hore now for
newrly & yeur and & half,  Hesider, he wos
the best operutor in the Seuth Seas, aml
tiat enavered " muktitude of fauits with
the company,

A4 he approachéd Lol.nl. he limped a
Tittle. He had not noticed, in the frenzy
of his attack on the semaphore, Lthal one
of 1the iron spikea which made a Judider
of the pole lind cut his bare fool, Dut
naw it commenced to pain kim, and he
halted wmyoluntarily.

*Why «tid you kill the devil tree, Tic-
Tar man?' axked Lohs a0 he czme up.

"Berause it was bad medicine, my son,”
gespuwled The Mag, and, then bulf to

puls
the T
inz [e
walkand,

ol

by

mself, “uml hecause the d—— thing
aunoyvd me.” “See here,” he continued,
after a puise; “seme day they will come
here to plant awother one, and yoau
muatn't let fem. You nustn’t let em,”
he eried again. wrasping Loba's arm,

Loba drew himselt up proudly. “’They
are gool words that youn speak, Tie-Tac
man. When they cvme again we will not
let them.*

*They will come here inio the bay,
but you must not lei them laml” said
The Man, stretching a shaking hand out
toward the sea,

Loba logked -af ihe ‘baud that shook,
at the wild eves with their contracted
pupils, at the dry lips and skin.” He was
too familiar \ulh Ll||IlUI] to give it a
tloirght,

“\‘\ e wili not lot them land,” said le,

Fhes the man tursed wp the zigeag
pth io the station, humming a enateh
jrom Sechubert's serenade. When he got
there he went to hed.

The next morlirig a Clerman tramp
steatner came wallowing along through
the passuge, Nhe was loaded with eopra

a fathom past her Plimsoll mark (if she

'had one), and haid a bad MHst to port.
Xow, among other things which had
lately come into The Man's brain was a
grave dwlike of all things ferman. The
operafor at ~~|nn'-.apen= was ‘& (lerman,
and the operator at: lng::pure had ealled
him an ass, *

®o when the steamer came to half
speed off the siation, and flew’a string
of may title Hags which said “H. B. X.
F. I eport me to Llouia,” he teok
uo notice of ler.

Her captuin lud 2 look at the wrecked
signal pole. consulted with the chief offi-
cer, and devided that something mnst
he wrong, =o he lwisted out a small
boat, put the sceund oflicer in charge,
and sent it to investigate.

Right here iy where complivations
slartedd. | As ihe boat grated on the
shingle, a hroaid spear thrown in Loba's
liest styte took the bow oar in the chest.
He Iooked surprised for 2 moment, eongh-
ed a wet, chuky cough a couple of times,
wnd then foll over. A very preliy ﬁght
folluwed. Ancther man had a bad stab,
and tlee secowd ofliver o spear through
the arny, before they got the hoat off inta
deep waler. -

Amueng the natives casmlties were
Tight, Ouly Mayu, inspired by a pair of
nlu“k\ eves, T ne.ﬂh a wreath of scarlet
flowers, dared toe muen, and was brained
by the tiller in tie hands of XNo. 2.

The captain was fellowing the affair
tlhroweh bis glasses, He rushel below
and brought up an antiquated rifie with
whiclh he took pet shots at the frav.
Hut as he insisted on firing at the top
of the roll to windward, he only sacceed-
ed in sminaling a window in the telegraph
station, When his hoat at lasi came
alongside. he swnng it aboard, and clear-
ed away in high wralh,

To the man watching the fight with
resthesa, Iistreless eyes, it bronght the
keenest satisfaction. Later in the day
lie met Lok, to whom he said:

“1t was good, my mon, the fight ilis
moening.”

“They did not lamd,? said Toba with
conscious dignity.

That night at sundewn, Beaforth
Birought the Nemo to anchor ofl the sta-
1ion, The Nemn aml seaforth togeiher,
probably enjoyed and tburenghly enjoy-
ed, the evilest name, and the worat
reputation from Saghalien to Sumatra.
Hut the Man tonk an old wig-wag flug
which some c¢ruiser had left thers, and
signalled her gladly.  Seaforth wns an
old friend, They hat been mixed up
Logeiher im Diore than one sbady deal

o

Ecsides, he knew that Seaforth seldom
came his way that he did not leave him
a box of opium, and plenty of gin to

while away the monutony of the sta- -

tmn.

Beaforth. himself was im high good
humour. "~ In faet, he was gloriously
drunk, He had run a eargo of woms for
the insurgents into an obsmre bay i
Luzon. From there he had slipped over
to China, and in & port not mentioned in
the treaty, had shipped a load of opium
for Macassar, Although mot hulky this
bade fair 1o pay him a handsome profit,

- His men, equally drumk aml hilarieus,
were received with open arma by the ma-
tives, to whoss they were well known.
A great feast was en—in Bomwuz of Mar
¥a's death; te whick it must be ge-
knowledged, Mays himself furnisked the
prigeipak slu.re of the “fumeral baked
meats,”

- By midnight lnfot'ma.!ltv n:rg:n.ed te
such 2 degree that & free fight foltowed.
Before peace was restered the men of
the Nemo had suceceded im setting fire

- to the warehauses of the French Trading

Company. At the time they were filled
to the. roofs with copra awaiting the
quarterly collectien boat, and # heavy
logs was the resalt. = .

After seeing the last emher dle out,
the Nemo’s gathered their wowaded te-
-getjier and retired on board, well pleased

- with their nvenmg‘s outing.r.

Meanwhile in the telegraph station
affairs. were alse taking .a - progressive
turn. - The Man, wnder the first exbilara-
tion of the. opium, was. kecoming morve
and more exeited; and Seaforth, thanks
te his own “squareface,” more maudlin.
The story of the attempted landing of
the morping was told and retold. By
the time HeafortW was ready to call his
boat, he had selemnly declared hetween
his bursts of moisy weeping, that he

would “kitl the first Gcrman who crossed 7

his path.”

He did not quite live up-to this plan.
But the next day, while in the Carimata
Passage, he made out two. pearl .boais
upider the German flag. The story he
lad heard the night before still rankled
desp in hiy mind, Perhaps some touch
¢f Drake or Morgan burned in his veins,
At any rate, be held them wp, and re-
Heved them of some fime pearls,
as well a3 their deckload of shells. e
then thoughtiully smashed their rodders,
consipned them in flowery language to

1908 -

& very warm phro and rang for ful¥

speed ahesd, - .-

Now, all thcse happenings colme
menced  to  be. ‘knownm.  The
n a lucid  interval, telegraphed

the  news of the attempted landing
and the burning uf the warehouses, Tha
captain of the trimp 1aid the matter he
fore the first German consul he emme
acrnxs, and a dxy or so later two pear}
hoats limped into Batavia, steering with
jnry rudders, and lodged a very vigorous
Proteat.

The London “Times” came ouvk w;tl
the following:—

“Serakoa Islund, December 2{) 190-—-
A German vessel attempted tg land am
armed party here on Tuesday. They
were repulsed by the natives aftor aharp
Fhting, The loss was several killed and
wounded, Thuring the engagement the
telegraph station was fired upon, and
cobsiderable damage done. The island is
under Tritish prolﬂl:on and the motive
for this attempt is inkmown. The See
yetary for Foreign Affuirs bas called upom
the German Anibassador for an explana~
tion. Meanwhile H.ME Blenhe:m hag
been ordered to the scene”

In Paris “La Presse” af the same dalo
announced: “The warchouses of the
French Trading Company on Serakoa Is+
Iand were totally destreved by fire on
Tuesday nirht. The fire was siarted by,
a party of English seamei from a steamec
tying 'off the “peach. No particulars are.
given, The French ambassador in Lon-
dem bas beem instructed io demand an
explanation, and the eruiser Llut'repida'
has beaen ordereid to Serakoa.”

A few daya Jaler the Berlin papers ap-
pearcd wiik double leaded scare heads,

“PIRACY UNDER THE BRITIRH .
LAGT ;.

and tpld. that on Wednesday mght a1
unknown steamer flying the English fag
had stopped twe t1 fishing schooners
and loated thew. The affair had hap-
pened i the Carmiata Passage. - The
Ministry of the Marine bad filed a pro-
teat with the British Ambassador, and
reguested: frft particulars, The gunboas
Siegfxied was under hurrg orders to pro-
ceed to the lseality of the robbery. The
Hiegiried woubd alse toweh at Serakoa
Jsland ta investigute the reported eolli-
sion betwedn the natives and the crew
af a €erman steamer which recent]y at~
tempted a landing.

But Fhe Maw whose worn out \ﬁ‘am
Had brought the exes of all mariiime
Furope to his lomlj aot upon the hap,
slept peacefully, wnurant of it all, *

The British nrst-u[a‘ cruiser Blen-
lieim reached the island just at smnsety
and found there before her the Siegiried

and Lintrepile, anchored . a callc's
length apart. - i i
A siving of signal flags was flynig

from each zhip as the Blenheim swept
in,

“What is it asked Commander Gnl'-
don of his signa) lieutemant, wha wa$
on the bridge with him.

“The Siegiried =13 s, ‘1_am about send-
ing a boat ashore? anl the Intrepide
says, i yom de Pll sink yon,'” answer-
ed the lieutenunt o moment later,

“ffumph,” the commander gruntedy
“qur amiable friends are eertainly losing
mo tigre™

The execulive officer elimbed up ta
the bridge aml! msked where he should
lay her. . ;
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