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;‘The Week in Review

1 The lestionz have resulted, as cvery-
gone antivipated they would, in & very
pubsiantiul  victory for  Sir  Joseph
Ward's party.  Nor ia this result likely
-to be -serivusly alfected by the secomd
‘Duliot. There will be & good many
changes on both sides of the House,
The waost serious from the Clovernment
point of view is the defeat of Mr McNab,
the Minister for Lands, Mr McNab has
stood wncomrpramisingly for leasehold a3
opposed to freehold. amd many will re-
gard his failure ot -the polls as being
» decisive indication of the preference
of the farming cowmunity for the free-
fi0ld priveiple. = Others attribute his
defent to the unpopularity of the new
duiry regulatives wmong the amall farm-
ers. and especinlly, to the attitude Mr
MeNub took up in comnection with the
Meikle prant. However thizs may be,
there can be no question that the Go-
‘vernment " has lost a capable and con-
seientinus  administrator, aml probably
his retirement from the political arena
‘will only be temporary. The Liberals
have aise lost Mr Symes in Stratford,
Mr A 1. P. Fraser, in Napier, Mr Horns-
by in Wairarapa; Mr Wood in Palmers-
ton North, Mr Tzard in Wellington
North, Mr Tunner in Avon, ¥Mr Major in
Patea, Mr (. M. Creyv in Christchurch
North, Mr Stevens in Maoawatu, and
Mr Dillon in Hawke's Rav. Om the
other hand, they have found new re-
ernits in My Glover, of Auckland Cen-
“tral. Mr Vigor Trown of Napier; and Mr
Teed of the Bay of Islands, alt of them
mep likely to do much usefuk service.
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Amimgat the mew men on the Opposi-
tion side of the Tiouse. we have Mr
Hine of Stratford. Mr l'earee of Patea,
Mr Duncan of Wairer, and Mr Anderaon
-of Mutawri. They should all prove eap-
able- supporters of Mr Massey, Tt i3
worthy of note that nooe of the retir-
ing Opposition wembers who sought re-
“eloction fuiled to retabm: their seats om
1lre first bailet.
Lullotx, there will be nt least 19 new
mewders. ot Bye more than in the Par-
liament of 1%3. At Massey has ex-
pressed  himself  as  distinetly pleased
with the results, which e idlescribes as
very encouraging,  Fe thinks the pulr
Tie genrerally hax. shown appreciation
of the . work done by the Opposition,
and that tn o correaponding  extent
people are losing onfldener in the Co-
Terminent. Sie Joseph Ward i alza
very pleased, aud he regards the vesnlts
20 exceedingly  satisfuelory.. and, as
showing that the people [ully appreei-
ale the work done by the Government,
and have every confidence in itz policy
of propresaive development of the conu-
try in the interests of the people. It
is pratifving to. find that bolh  Ric
Joseph Wanl and Mr Massey are equally
*plezsed with the elections, and that they
hoth think they point te the canfidence
of the people in their respective policies.
-Tt reminds one of the xxix Articles of
ihe Churcli of Fngland. of which the
King romarked, when ke first saw them,
that they had Leen an coarefully devised
. that every man on reading thew woukl
tike them to tw for Liinself, whatever
his views might be.  Othera’ may think
that mest of our laws afwo reacmbie
the Articles, in that the Articlea wers
. deficed by a witty divine as the forty
stripes save one laid on the backs of
the Enulial pecple, :
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- The real intereat in the slectiona for
- #he batk of the votera Iny in the licensing
poll. There were many reasong why this
should have heen 3o, In the Rent place,

- Apart from the second,

the camdlidetes had goune to the country

without any very detinite politieal pro-
grumme. To muny people the ditference
between the two partien was the diffee-
ence ‘twixt Tweedledum and Tweedledee.
Many voters manifested the greatest apa-
thy as te who would be elected. 'Lhe
election to most meant the retgining or
closing of the puldic houses. Also, in
many quarters, there has been a growing
dissutisfuciion with our present system
of tied houses and trade monopoely, and

‘it was felt by many, who are by no
-means total abatainers, that reform of

sotne kit wus needed. The question also
offerad a definite jssue, and had all the
fighting element so dear to the heart of
most electors, A battle voyal had been
waged fur months past between the rival
parties, and every student of human na-
ture knows that there is no attraction
so great as that presented Ly a good
fight of any kind, An important ericket
match, Yorkshire v, Cambridge Univer-
»ity, was once stopped by universal ron-
sent of players and spectators alike that

everyone might walch a particularfy ex-
citing dog light. . .
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Apart from these consirderations, there
must undoubtedfy be reckoned the ip-
creasing inlerest manifested on all sides
in matters of sociul reform, amongst
which temperance reform oreupies a fure-
most place.  ATessra. Rountree and Sher-
well’s hook on the subject has been widely
read, and has done much to stimulate
public thought. They point out that
prohibition is wwst likely to be success-
ful in sparsely populated places, and
where the No-License diatrict is adjacent
ty o License nrea. Tt is interesting to
pote in this conuection that the- moat
heavy polling for No-Licenze tonk place
in the residential suburbs of eur large
cities, Um the gquestion a8 o whether
No-License wonld be a success in large
centres, opinion, even amongst  afdent
temperance reformers, is sharpty divided.
Men like ir Robert Anderson, with large
practival experience of licensing afTairs,
amd students of the working of prohibi-
tion, like the authors we have quoted,
have expressed the coaviclion ihat in
large tities the sirict enforeemens of pro-
hibitton laws is impracticable in the pre-
sent state of public epinion. On the
other hand, many persons claiming equal
expericuce belicve that prohibition Tawa
coutlil be enforced were the police sufli-
eiently vigifant amt the pennlties for in-
fraction sufticiently heovy, However this
may be, there ean he little doubt that the
bLetter clasa residential areas have decidid
againat licensed howses, and even pmohpat
moderate mon there in a very peneral
feeling in favour of reform in many mat-

1ers connected withh our hotels.
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The secend Laftot is likely to have a
fair trial, no fewer than 23 cleclomtes
having faled to clect n cundidate by
the sbeclute majority required Ly Jaw.
This i considerably more Lbhin was anti-
cipaied whin the bill wue pussed. Ib
was originally proposed that auy candi-
date. leuding by over 500 votes should

. be declared slected, and it is to s re-

gretied that this clause should have boen
thrown out by tlie Legislative Council.
The expease Lo the countey will be con-
piderable. The I'remier, in his forccast

- before the election. reckoned on not more

than 12 secoml bailots ai the pulside,
and he computed the eost ab Lo,
On this basis we may assume that the
24 will mean the expenditure of some:

-thing hke double that amount, Added

to this there is the disloeation of pul.
hic buslorss 40 be coudidersd. and the

fact that many may e prevented by
warious causes from recordivg o second
vote. The second ballot is sdmittediy
an experiment. and it is, perhaps, ju-t
as well that its weritz and demcerits
should be pul 1o a severe test.
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Mr, J1. Brodrick, of Wellington,
who Iing just returaed from p six months’
trip to. Furope, has given a “Dominion”
Trpurter A most interesting accouut of
the tupid progress being made by the
Belgians. Hrussels, he tells us, is rapidty
bLecoming one of the largest cenires of
manufacture in Huwrope, especiatly for
faslionable poods,  This he attributes to
the lightness of taxation as compared
with that which burdens the factories of
Then again, Belgimm is protected
v all the Powers, and thus hus no ex-

pense Tor cvither an army or a navy, The
factories are run on the most wp-to-date
lines, and na expense ia spared in secur-
ing the letest amlt most ellicient machin.
ery.  Mr. DBroderick pays a high cowmpli.
ment to® the temperate habits of the
Uelgiams, This he attributes 1o the fact
that apirits are sellom called for at the
eafes, and the national drinks zre light
lager. beer aml light wines, Wages are
not high, but living is cheap, and every-
one that he wet seemed Eo be happy aml
contented. It ix pretty universally
agreed that Continentz]l nations know
" how o enjoy chemselves, whilst they ali
consrider that the English take their
pteasures sadly, One has only to com-
pare g Frenck haliday party in the Bois
de Houlogne, or 2 Spanish at San Hebas-
tian, witlh an Easter Munduy excursion o

Margate or the Crystal Palace {o realise

that there is maeh trurh in the assertion

that with all onr materinl  blessings
the Facutty of getting real enjoynent out
of life has been denied us,

o .

Tt ‘wounll appear that the perennial
telkan quession js st far feon setiled.
As fur as the Ovient railway s coneern-
ob, the original exorbitant denrand in
thee matier of campensation has heon
greatly redweed, and o dithiealty is like-
Iy to oceur over this. The danger spot
Just now iz Servis. Ans=tria, it owill
remenbered, annexed Hasnia aml Herze-
govina, and this was hitterly reseatsd
Ty both Servia and Montens Thesr
two Ntutes have been  cuassing their
tranps alang the Austrian border, ana
waritke deinonszrations have been e
Iy Loth sides. Bul Russia and  the
Powers  have  uttersd  remonstrances
against this (hreatening atiitude, and it
is nolikely that the Servians will posh
1lhings to extremes nnless compelivd to
do s by Susbria, Turkey. alse. is not
whully  satistied with the state of af-
fairs, amd b= inolined 10 insist on ihe
liscussion of the status of Tuigaria,
HRosnia, anld Herzegovima eing referred
te the DPowers which is
catoukly. resialed RET YT
ever. Turkey -is smpported Ly England,
Franee, and Bussin, white Anstria can
only cownt on Gernaany. il is bot very
prabalde that serious eomplications witl
arise. Bt a false atep on either side
nright vet set the Balkaos in a Llase,
1 oonly the wast cantions and wise
loatey cam zvert w geueral European

war,
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. The mention of Bulgacia reminds one
of many famons nvings popainsly eon-
nected with ita history. Glmdsione was
suppoxeil to lave coined the phruase “bag
and bapgage™ for his famous speech on
the Hubgarian atrieities, though it really
comes  fromy  Shakespeare,  Similarly
Shence Wilk homour” s tomnoaly at-
-tributed to Lonl Deacon-fiekd In eonner-
stion with the Treaty of Derlin, though
[ i it ocenrs ju Shakespenteta

“The  unspeakable Turk”

i,

Corivlanus,

s horrowed by Mr. Gladsione from
Carlyle, and Lonl lwsehery  took Jus
famons phrase  “Pretty Fanny's way”
from “The lamdestine Marripee™ of Col-
man amd Garrick,  Bois sad to have (o
record that even Napoleon's dleserintion
of the Foglish as “A ation of '-Imp-
keeper<™ wua not original, lnl was taken
from Harere de Vienzac., Ajter thds, 1w
need not Le anrprised if some nf onr own
Parliamentary orators steal a Nhrase
now amid then aml pass it off aa their
own. They can quote distingished pre-
cedents for the practice. .
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In sentenving a fad for lLreaking and
entering, Mr Judtice Cooper pusied soe
Yery severe strictizres oo what he termed
the pernicious litemture of the penng
dreadful Lype. Counsel whar gppeared fog
the buy had pleaded in extembation that
the crimes were due o his client*s mind
having been saturated with this ok
fivtivn, and in commrnling on the g,
ihe judge expressed o hope that the Jay
wias not dar distant when the sal
ach books wauid be shaolmiely prohibil:
e, He said that some time sinee ad
Nupier be had several “Jads before him
on 13 or, 16 charges of danglary, and
their ages ranged from 10 1, 13 They
-lad gone about the conntry fullowing ai-
most in detail the conduct of some of the
eliaraciers io these peuny dreadiul anvols,
and their parents had fonnd . large
numiwr secrcked away., Ue had not the
slightest deulit that the boys' downfall
was due to e ease with which they
woere able to purchase this ez of [ilera-
ture,  His Honor elitracterised this penng
drendinl (el as the vilesw rchas~ of dif-
erature that conld I circalited in onr
il and added that wen whe wld <uch
ook w JUSt as iy ol eormmitbiog
offenies insl the peaoe pad (el af
the coomomaity a3 the nun wio solf et
=on imlise wlefy.
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Al ks is, of mours
Lok whivh feml to
criminals are just e demor
Shakespeare’s “Venus and

said to Tave heen fuoanoth
Bul Mr Blerell, in his eharming mow-
gragh on Charluotte Bronle, ha~ drawn

auttentivu te onp very cerions defect o
this wrgument for probibitdon s« applied
to diterature, He says tht Lood Maeau

o by hix <lashinr peview on ftebert
fromery’s poems, catsed people th
de The Omnipresence of - e

Bt he Taitedd e persvade them
te take up “Pamdise Losd™ 1t i
easier,”™ he woes on ta- CUto teacl the
‘mab to throw a brickhat at a fool (haw
to warship af the shrine of 4 <aint: by
i a lesson not worth tlre foad hine,”? Thy
veal antidote 1o bad Hierature ix the
cultivation of A taste for whiatzovy”
things are true. whatsneyer
whatsoever things are lowely
awho hietp 4o ko this are the trive oforoe-
AL the teremt manoenvres of the ter.
army at Home the sensml com-
fhe forees repeubed the ovdors
{img the men from ent:riyz puilie:
se. amil placed them on ileir henoor
not tg In 50, The resull was oxXvllent,
Tt i2 not the fashion gowadive, even
‘amongsl professing Clhristinn:, 1o et
M. Pan! ms gn oanthority, T views on
the Monemont were hopelesede at vae
aner with the medern dnctrine tiab (he
stern arm’ of the taw eleanseth ox from
all <in. Bat hix “mors exeelent way®™ of
overcoming evil with pood has mnch o
recnmmen] it and the mere fact thal o
maxim acenrs io the Bible “hoahl not by
iteelf e waflicient to stubtify it 7o the
pyes of 1hose whe profess Lhe Uhriatian

religion
- U : .
The Licensing Till hay passs] 15 Com-
mons by Bk voles fo 11 and jta fule
In the Thaose of Vomls e in he
sreea. Mo Bierell bas el v oe-

elared that if the Jords 1




