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England Re-Visited

NEW ZEALAND MINISTER'S IMPRESSIONS OF THE
OLD COUNTRY : :

Intervienw with Rev. Dr, Guhb

The Liev, 1. James Gibb, of \\'eltiuglon.
who has been apending the past summer
in revisiting England sftee many years
abwoncs in Now Zealand,  was gooit
wnough to give me 1lis week Lhe bencfie
of some of his idess ou thinga seen
in ihe course of hisz wanderings. Thep
are interesling us heing the lmpressions
of 3 close olmerer anld keein stwdent of
sociel affaies, whose Jong residence, firat
in Lhe ULd Country and Lhen in New Zeas
land, given him  a  parlicelarly
fuvourable siandpeint  from which to
compare aud judge the preaent conditions
in this counivy.

: THE DKAD HAND.

v My inpressions of the Old Country
after a long alornee? ‘Fhat is rether a
large order,” swid Dr. Gibh, “but pers
Laps 1 ey siwmmatise by emphasising
your adjeelive ‘olbk’  The contrast of
which the colonial on Lholiday in Britain
ig chiefly cunaciows i3 Detween the new-
uoay, some might add the erwdeness, ot
his own conntry, and the oldness, some
wight add  the  vencrahloness, of the
Mpther Land.  Your ancient buildings
and the Listoric assoviatious of yout
country are no douht fargely respumlble
for ili+ fecling; bal there ia more to
Do said. The attitnde of the Dirilish
pedple to soviul aml® political prollems
the catouial the irmpression of the
ion and, comser \'.ll.l»m whith  if

has

o 1hik!

¥ :
ihe -ajtuul‘mn--c-mutly when - hi¥: apokd™

of Hrctdlont ~lowly hrogdening down frum'

plouodoul 1o’ [uexwla-nt in this counteyd

cra of wag amd wonh
arment’ s its ad-
vantages as well as its disadvantages,
Lk a eolongal uay be forgiven “for o
eobtain fecling, ol ympationde with your
‘hllmulcm-« 'unl of thankfnlnezs that
hé dlves in o iend where the dead ‘hand
of 1he past dovs hot Tetber lhc h\'mg
pne-« at.

k[ may ithus
ing to nake

fale Thias paionk-1 e {ry-
¢y ilefurence to the exe
traordinarvy and. indecd. alarming con-
ilﬂ\[ betwern the prodigal wealth' and
the unspoakable poverty of London, A
New Zealander wonld say someliow or
other {liz atale of matlors muat he
brought to an end. lle might fail to
eﬂ’uct any radical improvemend, but he
srould never ait down, na it seems Lo ma
the average Englisthiman doey, with tho
fevling that these things are the orders
ing of Urovidemeo, and that whal has
been must continue to b,

CLEANGES TN SOCLAL CONDITIONS,

T #Bul with all (hiy saging I note not
& fow changes in your sucial conditions.
This, is Ahe «econd visit 1 have paid to
tle -ame Land Jduring a mifal experis
euce of fwenty-Ai years, e last tima
A was {lome, thirtecn years ago, 1 was
dlruck Ly the vlimnges tled had lukex
e, This time | oa Iomuere ame
pressel g this way. . OF course, my im-
presaions are lurgely s . bt as
fur wx material th
think the

- hiw Y

4 marked Baprove-
denl e the eonlition of (e working
tlassgs,  They aro better clad, tlhey ap-
Prur Lo T Lelter fad, L they are cer-
tuinly letter bowsed than they used o
Twe b osaw a0 goosl dead of the sluma ot
Toenmalon, sl althostzh, wa 1 bave already
imdicated, there i4 auch poverty there
s omight well give an o nightoare,
I oam sure that thae & net se bad
as furmerly. The 1o P Caunty Conn-
€il weemwra Lo leeve put an end Lo the {1t
sl inawnitation of which we uad 1o
read in Books Jike “How the Voor Live'
sl Hoerihle Lamden! AL along 4o
line there seems to leve beenr improve:
inend in this veapeel, b my native city,
Abordeen, the aliims luave well-nigh dis-
mppearal”

L snggeated
dulge in 20me
ol

that ¥, Gibl, might in-
vetlections on the gubject

POVERTY IN TIHE OLD GOUNTRY;

He replied: “In what I have been say-
iug I have been ‘reflecting’ on this sul-
ject. You are advancing, but you have
vet a very long way to go before you
are abreast of Australia. The improves
ment seems’ to bhe targely confined to
the artisan and skilled labouring class,
The conditiun of your unskilled labourer
is dismal indved. The other: day while
cycling along a country road in Scottand
in a perfect deluge of rain, I passed ab
least a score of cut-of-wovks, and among
them two middle-aged women who asked
for charity. They hag no look of
drunkenness or vive in their fa.rs. They
were thin, haggard, and miserably clad.
“They - had ulready walked seven miles
in search ol .work, through the pitiless
rain, aml were drenched to the skin,
I noticed that the hands of one of the
women was scamed and lined—cevidently
ile handa of a hard worker. My Leart
Dled for them, and I coutd have thanked
God that no s;u:‘h experience could Defalk
any man in all tie Jength aand breadth
of New Xealand, We have, I suppose,
the deaperately poor mmong uz, bub al-
most to & man they are also the desper-
ately ill-dving. Decent people wouldn'ts
get down lo this level in our country.

©AND 1T CAUSES.

“What i the cause of this dire poverty
in-the ‘Home Land? Or,-let me-pug fhe
question in thiz-wayriHoew da it that we
in New Zealind happély knéwr next te no-
thing of it? T+ it Fhai wa-new country
wecessarily aeeureary higher -average of
prosperity due the: people thaw. an old
country? Iy it due to cur semi-~ovialistic
Logislationy s if that we are a more
sober country, aml spending leas in
liguor, have more to #pend on legitimate
needs?  €ne  can  as queations
enough, bul the answers? OF one thing L
am almost aure; drunkenness i3 as mach
a result aa & cause of poverty in your
country, What would you do i you
were a cosier with g wife and several
children, and an average income of 7/6
a weak, of which 2/ wenb out in vent fur
Lhe lalf-room, balf-cellar, which they call
their homet Drrink whenever yow had
the ¢hancg!”

“DONT KNOW, DON'T CARE."”

“What impression do vou find New
Zealund makes uwpon Home people?™ o
asked.

“1 find {hat while 'a certain number of
people know a good deal abont New
Zealand, and are simply intevested in its
legislutive and other improvements, the
greal majority of falk at Home know
{itile, and, I am tempted to add, care
Jesn unbout their kinslolk at the- Aanti-
podes.  Again amd apgain I Lave leen
minded to gquote Kipling's ringing quea-
tion, © Whal Jdo they knuw of Wngland
who only England knows? Of course,
it i3 possible that New Zealandera take
Lhemzelves. tou neriouwsly, and ¢
did colanist wilt . admit  {he ¢
amomg us of & rtain mt of Lbomba+i
and ‘cock-n-dopdle-do” It ia well for ww
to remember. that New. Zealamd in only
a speek om Lhe Cmap of the  Britsh
Fanpare, and that our poputation does
not yet. number a willion souls. But jt
avoulid be woll if the pevpte ot Home were
to realise nol only what this smyll popus
Tulion had done, bal al=o hat we lha\,'e a
very preat in This ia the

s hefore us,
d.u.- of small Iluu,_,- with s, But the day
af glvat Chings 1 wure {o come,  Aua-
tralusda will one’ du\. ‘be a great factor
of ”I\‘ Adpive, and it i+ to the inlarest of
(-\Pn ]nallxu#lc .nghshm‘m and Seotehs
man o do all he can’ to atrengllion Yhe
Liew Ll Bimd Lle eolontivs tu the Mother
tand,  Ignorwnce  and m‘llch\rn-u.m- anly
weuken these bonds,  Fyery Avadrilisian
who returns to his own countr v dissatias
fled wlth itha nttl‘udu of 1he l)e(.pie at
o o' & Fofed making Td#é the ultinikte
dnamtogrnl:on of the British Kmpire. The
olhor duy in wiirling 1 gut an inlelligeat

fast _
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looking youngater to show me the Castle
and some other places 1 wishoed to see, T
had aome conversation wn.h the lad, and
wmung other things aaked Him if hé knew
what New Zealand was and where it was.
*Oh, ry! asid he, *it's a cmm!ry a
hundrd mites uwa ¥ from seotifand. Hymp-
toinalic?
TOTHE CHURCH AND TUE PROILE. ;
1 twrned the subject, asking, “Do yon
ihink the Churelies ave sufficiently in
foncle wiil-the soeial views of the oo
le ¥'? -
<1 think the J]l-umhex are 1nmg yery
BeTitsly tu put - themselves in toneh with
these views, There has never been a
time when the spivit of philanthropy
dominated the Churches as it does to-day,

They do moe genernlly get the credit they -

deserve for what Iluy bave done and
are rying to do i this respect.  Amd
their critics fuil to realise low difficalt
and delicate the sitnation s, The Cliurch
uiay say and does say to the selfish rich
man, ‘ Unless yon use your wealth to
promote the comnunity, you will perizh.’
But this does nor content the eritic, e
avettld  bave "the Chureh identify itself
wilh a definite politicai propagunda, take
4 stand with the out amd out Mocinlist,

und preach collectivism ns the only solu-
tion of onr secial woes. 13 it the
Chureb’s biisinesa to pronsunce Letween
competing system of economivs? I do not
tlink so, although 1 am aware that a
great change acenm to be taking place in
the minds of many c¢hurchmen on the
yuestion, I was speaking recently with
one of the lest Lknown leaders of the
‘nited Free Church, and in the course
of conversation said that the people of
New Zealand had gone three-fourths of
the way to Socialism. ‘Three-fourtha,’

sald be, I hatve gone foar-feurths of that
way.' "

LA PASSING PHASE.

“1la you motice a falling off in the
public support of the tThurches ™ -

“Unquestionably. In Seotland it seems
to e that only those Churches are well
attended where a man of strong indi-
viduality and exceptional preuching
power geeuples the pulpit, The old feel-
ing for the Chuarell as an uutltu‘llon is
'hecommg deeadent, But there had at dif-
ferent periods been @ mucl woise day
for the Churches than tleé p!ewnt time,
The tide will turn. "Mag doed”nof live
Ly Bread aldne, angd the praciteal mate-
wiglism of the honr will pa=a. M it dtoes
not  disapprar in Britaiz tfe British
civilisation will. Dat it weuld be too
long a story to go-inlp this'

1 asked dnut]m] ol final qll(wtmn.

“Interesting people? Yes, 1 have met
a good many such. T lwave met: a nurber
of Parliamentary representatives, leaders
of Nonconformity in Englamd amd of
1he Chnrebes in Seotland, 16 wonld e
an interesting if invidious thing to com-
Jrare the publiv men of this country with
the public men of New Zealand, There
iz mueh more of polish and the culture of
the achoola on thia side; Lut if the quea-
tion rvelated Lo grit, energy, virility, I do
net think we %loul(l come badly out of
the comparison.”

Constitution and Moraié.

The r|n(l~llnn “Lan a Iwa]t]w persen T
wholly bad?" is raised bv the tmusnat
reason given by the Rev. U G Gult, viear
of Hownsiow, at  the Brentford Lulive
Coeurt, for his mtvmﬂt. in a wouli? Ln.- sili-
cille, ! .

The viear stnlwl Trays the *Londdn
Fxpress.” thal us the man Tuml vecovered
in a remarkable way from his ‘seH-in-
flicted wonnds, it prowd that e had a
splendid  constitution, tad -therefore lie
conld net e wholly bad:

Mr. Gull - declured in an mion’ww,ﬂut
his argument wos based. ondy ogcomma
renae, "I the man. had been a drunl
ard,” he said, “or bad' been leading .
dissipated life, be  would never have
come oul of the heapital alive, ‘Fhe mere
fact that he recovered from thy severe
wounds shows that he had [!I('HU“H."V
Ted a sleady e, in ing ny Wi yeara
wmk as a chaplain in Malta T had n
good denl of hospital experience, amt 1
I\nﬂw thal we wied to diet ﬂ]o men Lhere
arcording to the live “they 1L Elivre
i= no lllnlhl. “)mtm(r that t-nﬁud’iluhdn
vl moralg arg very elosely connected.

Dr. Josinh Oldfield ‘was Fuidly, cm-
p'lu'lm on the subjéct. g e h!mw
yrars” n[wnt-nrn ambng both' rich and
pmu,' e maidl, T Am slire thit no man
wha has reactied mitle wgd 4 wholly
tad, for if he had been he would have
ruincd his constilulion years before and

1908

would thus never huve reached middie
aye.t TR

Mr, Fugen Sandow-gave it as his opin«
Tjon that Mrl Gull's theory - wis hased on
sound deduetion.- “3istrong argument in
favour of whaL'he Aays is the fact ph
l'ngt\-mne out of © every hundred u'.'oy
viets in English” privons to-dny are: phv—
sical degenemu-s " aaid Mr. Sandow, .- L
‘petson’s constitition i regulated to):m
grent extent by the lite e leactn, andnt
have proved over and over again that i€
-eyery. erimingl ;were compelled 1o under-
o & atrict course of phy-ﬂml EXETCidn
during the period he i3 in gael it would
go & long way f(oward the ultimate
stamping ont of crime,” -

A Favourite wi{h Chﬁld ren
and Adults,
ENGLAND'S LEADING SWEET

Sold by all Conlectioners, ete.

May be obtained of Mesgrs. -A. J. Enu'!eli
and Co, Anl:klnml.
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