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Completion «° North Island Main Trunk Line

Something About It and the Country Through Which It Passes

ELL wigh a guarter of a cen-
inry sinee  the
memurable day when Sic Wil-
Ttam Jervois, the then Gover-
nor of the eolony, declare] that

the completion of throngh railway com-
munication  between  Wellington  and
Auckland was a work of vast importiuuce
and must be pushed through as quickly
as possible,  Unfortunately the history
of the Main Trunk i a histery of in-
decision, controversy, aml veprated de-
Tays, some of them perhajs unavoiduble,
but many of thew due to partizan feel-

Liws  prssedd

MR ARTIHUR MYELS,
Mavor of Ancklamld,

iz wwl el inditlerence to the hest
interests of the country,  Fhough the
seheine nay heosadd to ddate from 1834,
conmeetion between
ton originded with
Niv JTaulius Vopel as far ek
The railway  from Auackhoul
il thenee to Teo Awanalu,
Lol ta he part uf the larger
1. This line wios completsl
in Iss0, amd two vears Inter a million
foum was ard~ o campletion
of the main ~h Bui it
till 1834 dhat, ou the campletion of the

the idea of railway
Suekliond and Wellin,
the Tade
HET LRI

strveys, Parlizment gave serions atlon-
tion te the matter.  Then the
fomoux huitle of the routes.

w}

b

survey party sl explored three
sepurate voutes, the Centeal vonte, the
Taranaki

with a cobmeetion at
Steatford, and that by way of Jlawke's

The repoert

route

Day. cotnniitee’s was 1n

vie LORY

TIE ARBIV AL PLATLEORY,

foveur of the Central, and this decision
approved by Tarltment,  But {le
thle wilvo
“strat-
sseal but

wirs
Stratford voule fouml m
cales, the was radsed
ford or mothime™  Work pro
slowly il 1889, when the
reaclesdd Ongarue al the northern eod.
tLe question of roule was wgain revived,

ol ery

ine lhaving

AUCKL AN AT AY

STATIoRN,

he Aucklnl members who <Hpprteld

Lentral were severely eritici-ed, and
#Lan indignation mieeting of Anckland
citizens held n Grey Streot. a vole of
cenEurs was pissed apon them,
e the Government aletinitely deeided
the Central, pressure
browght to bear to hurry on the hnild-
The Alinister for 1*ablic
Works (the Tlon. W, Tlall-Jones) stated
that e hiopel o compleie the work in

Bt in

fur and wis

wy of the line,

four years, hut subsequent events proved
that o this respeet the Minister was

over sanguine. It was net till Mav,
10, that the end eame Jdefinitely
sight. Replving to an iathwential depu-

ML HI=laongy,

Mayor ol Wellmgton.

tuhion at Wellingt o Ha e done s wis
able to mive g pw 1
e twoe pmle of  the wonld e
Pzt togethioy Tedore the emd of 1008,
L~ been foaliilled. s st
+ which was Lo 1k,

Wil- Tl L3S0 MM fst v st
the lais e polivy =0 pshweh in oevie
denve ar runnhenermenl of 1he un.
dersaly v phee o feverish eneray
when the eimd was ar st in sight. It



