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News, Notes

And Notions

Candidates for I"arlismentary honours
In the Dominion are leing adked que-
ilons om every conceivable topic. An
anawer to & very common and import-
bnt query might Lo mide, on a Augges-
Slon recently put forward by a Freach
Minister, whose ULrillinnt iden isx n #pe-
oiul decoration, wilh a special rilbun, of
% Bpecial pattern and colowr, for fathera

of laige  fumilics. The weaknes of
¥renchmen for rilbons in their hution-
holes s well krown, aml  has been

laughed at by none s much as French-
men Lhemselves, it it may as well he
turned Lo 1he
ptulesman in question propuscs geanting
ihe new Order of Merit to fathers of six
children at leaat. lass than that man-
ber wonld not e s qualification, Tie
round dozen of affspring wonld entitle
the happy =ire to the highest rank in
the Chder, with sinr or briiliants. But
ilhe airange Lhirg i that na one secims
to think of decorating the mothers.
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- Tha people of thr Unfled States are
fﬂgimling to foel conziderabla astonisa-
aent, and not s littie concern, at the re-
jnarkable importalion of heathen cults
nto the Great Republic, The lateat re-
word s that the call of the mwerzin Lo
rayer ta Allah has been sounded forth
in Union-squure, New York City. Those
two  soclions of the famioun
gects  of  Persian Teligious Te-
formers, the Balists aml the
Buhaisis, have during the lagt fire years
gnlm‘ several thousands of Amerian ad-
herents, who are Rimost fanatical ja
thelr profession of the curious Lencts
twhich originated with “tho Tad,” the
famous wartyr of the last generation.
fhey nre hkolding their aectings rega-
larly in several cilies. Heveru!l of the
Hindu Swamis are bhelling partour meet-
inga for the idle rich. In California the
Buddhista have a splendid shrine. Now
the Confuvianists propose to Luild a tem-
Pple in Chinatown, New York., The first
Hindu temple in the Uniled Statés has

aceoml, s ingenious

recently been opened in San Franciseo.

-T'be number of Ilindus has been steadily
fnereasing in Awmerica since 1900, and ab
this momwent ihere are 17 Hindu students
fn the University of California alone.
The “Vedenta,” a monthly erzan of the
Wedantic philosophers, is  published in
New York. Acconling to the Vedan,
tha Hindus ean claim the earth, So the
Fan Francisto temple was dedivated © te
the service of all retizionus wvnder the
auspiced of tha Riunn-Krishna  Misaion,
Pelur Math, Calrutta™  This temple A
& curicuy and fanlastic conglemeration
of varivus styles of pichitecture, inclod-
Ing tha Taj Mahai of Agra, the grotesque
tomples of Bewares, the temples of Siva,
tha temple Garden of Dukshimeswar, and
LLE castlea of Burope!  All ik supposed to
be aymbolical, indluding all countriea and
all religions. This invasion hus Lill lutely
been Jittle noticed, but ds deginning e
cause greal searchings of heart in the
Bowerican phureles Gf varieus denoming-
tions. )
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* Why i+ the Chinese Minisier in Wash-

Ington in immineni danger of being re-
palled? The more ollivia lverdion s that
Wu Tiag Fang hus been indiscreet in re-
tent aperochrs, particularly fo his anti-
Unpaness tone. Rul the “Daily Mall's”
rcvr York correspondent anys that it ia
urgely Lecauvas the Minister hms becomn
what, from the Chinesp point of view,
mey be condidered a food fuddisu. He has
jenouncud-rna.nl. pig,one af the  favourite
clicacien of hig country, as injuricus Lo
health, and has even presumed te arge
ihe Empress Dowager (o eat cabbages,
born-cubs, and turnipa cooked in Ameri-
gan [ashion, I{ is diftioull to imagine Lthe
recall of & Hritiah Minister ftrom Peking
fsmnnn he had taken to chopsticks, er
rom Washington bacausn e had become
an learned in the subilatiew of the Amer.
jcan bar. Bui Lhe Chinese point of
viaw fs intelligible. “lel who will make
ihe lawa of & nation, if oaly 1 may writs
fls menua,” in & dangarcus doetrine that
Ay ¢nrry B canscrrative country swch
me China far. A Cliness Parlisment
fnay come; but pork will prolably say-
tlve aven the pigiail,

The Irish geallemam wha las left
£1000 to a religpious house oa coundition
thai his wifr coters it and speads the
reat of her Jife im prayer, is another
exauiple of Lhe yuaint melhods by whick
the dead sotuctinwes ewleavour to con-
trol the living. 1t was a Llugt farmer
whe drew up his will leaving £100 to
his widew. When the lawyer remioded
li: that somwne distioriion sbhould be
wude in case the lady wpurried again,
Le doubled the aum, witlh the remark
tuat “him as gets lher'll deserve it 1t
was a wralthy German who, fiftern years
agu, bequeathed bis property to his six
nephews and six nicces, on the sule con-
dition that each of the nephews murried
a woman named Antoine and each niece
% man named Anton. The first-born of
each warriage was to be named Anton
or Antoine, uceording to sex. Fach mar-
riage was also to take pluce on onc of
St. Anthony's days. What happeoed to
the nephiews and nicces & “wropt in
ristry” in the oflice of the LGerwman
Legistrar-Generad.

® & @

This little atory Lears with it the
moral that it were well Lo make sure
of prespective weulth before entering
upon its distribution: The other morn-
ing a mun received a letier. (n opening
it out dropped a draft for &£32000, and his
heart stopped beating as he read the
letter, and saw it wns from Melbourne,
and signed “Your uanatural Lt penitent
Uncte.” He gave & wild shrick of exul-
tation and sank senseless to the pround.
When lie revived he couldn't wait untit
the bank opened, but rushed to the near-
est shops, and ran about buyiag new far-
niture, new clothes, new carpots, plass,
bLennets for his wife and dresses for his
girls, and half-crown drinks for himself.
When ten o'clock came and he entered
{the bank, lie found a nwn there at the
connter who was sufficiently composed
1o read the draft througl with an equ-
ahle mind, and who explatied that he -
could nat pay £:2000 on it beeause it was
merely an advertisement of sumchody's
¥ It took that man un-

win Anuikilator.
til six o’clock in the evening to ceunter-
mand the ordera e had given before
ten o'cleele mm., and then he forgat half
of them, and his wife had to stand at
the front gate all the afterncon. turning
away delivery vans that came backing up
to the pavensent with new thing-.
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A faney dress ball in wlich the dances
iook place in waler was held Tast month
Al Leoweehsles-Haius:  in Switredland.
The ballroom was the ““Grand Bain
which was full of heated water, and was .
devorated with electrie lights. Clhinese
lanternz, flage, plants, and Jowers. All
ihe available seats ai the sides of Lhe
bath were seld, the proceeds geing to
charity, At an early hour the specta-
lurs" seats were erowded with ladies and
geutlewien in evening dress, and at 830
P10, lLhere wag great excilement, as the
dancers mnd sinpgers— all amaleurs, end
dressed In expensive costiunes And some
wenring  mwellery—entersd  the water.
Mont of Lhe ladies wore silks and matina,
which were rutned in a few arconds, bt
ull stepped gnily into the water. Rome
of the most atriking costumen represon-
led reiguing queens and kings, (linese
mandarina, Meplistoplieles, costermong-
era, Kaglish policenien, ete. The even-
ing ecommenced with a concert, nll the
bebhers, up to their cheats in water,
ainging part-songy and chorusea.  After-
wards dancing enmmenced in the water. .
¥First of wll, {there war 8 quadriile, which
had Leen atudied beforchuand and was
well executwt. Then fullawed very slow
wllzes, and fluakly (wo-aleps, Not till
il eariy hours did the aquatic ball come
to an end.  The Apertators reomiacd
ta the fuat, and rongrataluied the dume- -
ers, mowl ul whom were Awerican and

- Emglish, . -
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- The opening, in August, of the Hedjar
Raiiway as far as ki Medineh, in Aralds, -
with an extension to Mecca to lotlow,
Lringm ihe anrt of piigrimage whirh the
Ints fir Richard Burion undertosk, sems
balfosatury ago, weH{ withia ths mors
modern notions of a pilgrimage., Ne
doubt, wlien the peraonplly-condusted
pilgrimage gota orgnuniupd, olliers hosides

the fuithful widk pay & visit te the Pro-
pict’s Tomb, amd it iv even possble that
curtosity may hecoms strong enocugh
to obtain what Burton himeelf was ua-
alle to oltain: = sight of this historio
sepulchre,. ANl Burton saw was & curs
tuin with inscriptions in gold, and de-
corations of precious stones, which he
ventured to think “greatly resemnbied Lhe
glass: stoppers of the humbller sort of
decanters.” He never, he says, saw any
one who had seen more thaw this, If
tl:!-ro 13 anything wmore Ls aee, the mew-
railway is likely to bring plenty of people
to see it.
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Grandmotherliness is being adiown by
the teleplone authorities of Iavis to-
wards their young woenen in a cleverly
practical way, 3i hua been discovered,
we read in the “Duily Hxpreas,” that
mast of the telephune girls live alone,
and consequently neglect their meals, as
bachelor girls will, An  indepeadent
vouug Englishwoman im such eircum.
stances v apt to epeciulidse teo much
upon pickles, tea and nahealthy cakes,
and ue doubt the Purisian girls do like-
wine. o the authorities have instituted
& luncheon and disner ranteen for then,
where toast becf and muiten and plenty
of sweeta tan be obtuined for m few
mence.  This is not philauthropy or chiv-
alrons gallantry, but  sheer Luriness,-
since the woes of teleplione users, in the”
way of inefficicat serviee and having
their heads metapharically iiitten off at
ihe other end of the wire, have been
traced largely to the atate of the girls'
nerves, and this to theic diet. A very
pretty iustance of the-working of the
lugical French mind! Caramels, how-
ever, arve to be barred, since ihese “tend
0 disorganise the service”; but nathing
appeurs 1o be suid about cigareites.
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Alveady plans are in preparation for .

& type of zrmoured eruwiser that will
be superior te the Invincibles, The firat
&hip of the pew type is to be commenced
at Devonpert seon after the Collingaaod
has been launched. Very little is known
about the design of this ¢ruiser beyond
that she is to be an “ improved ™ Invine.
jile. The most inleresting poing that hag
leaked out in cemnection with her re.
Lutes {o spred. By incarporating in the
derign of lhier turbines the varions im-
grovements diccovered since this kind
of propelling machinery was first intro-
ducer! into warships, it is hoped to give
tie new cruiser a speed of about- thirty
izgots per hour. This arems & *
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order®;- but im wiew af the .aplendid
performance of the Indomitable engin-
neers 4o not regurd # e an imponsible
achlevement. We have yet to see the
fubl development of the turbime, and it
is quite probable that in very few years
the Lattleship or cruiser thai can make
Lhirty knote per bour will mot be .o~
counted & nautical wonder. High speed
will- be »n important festurs in the
new battleship that is to be laid down
At Portamouth towards the end of the
wenr. This vessel is to displace some-
thing like 20,000 tons, and io-several
other ways will be s marked advauce
upon the Dreadnonght. Fhe was to be
started a3 soon as powsible siter the
St. Vimeent was launched in September,

{The Colnbrated Swout For Childran}

- Wholesome, delicios,
and absolutely pure.

Sold by all Confrotisners, |
Gregers, and Stovres,

© Miny be obiaiped of Messra. A, J. Egtricag

and Ca., Auockland
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For Sale by All First-Cluss Dealers

¥ The Shine
That Shines Brighest

F1SH has an exquisite delicacy imparted
to it by the addition of -

LEA & PERRINS’

il '

SAUCE |

. .'This elebrated Sauce is also aa .
.+ excellent Havouring for

SOUPS, STEWS, HASHES, &e.




