The Weekly: Graphic and- New

The Lighter Side of Prison Life

By LONG BENTENCE.
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One of the most jnteresting personagen
ever connected with M, Fdes prison wa3
a former chaplain—the Rev; J. B. Hill—
who died some years later at Lagog as’
Bishop of Western Equatorial Africn, No
doubt he will still be remembm'ed by

. many New Zealanders,

My Hill’s sympathies went out to every:
one in distress,-and in the case of prisom:
ers, especially tn men who had long semns
tences or special causes of tronble, Ho
jnspired - eonfldence - by talking ahout
himself—his affeirs, his aimas, and what
he was deing. Here is one inatance. On
one- of his visiting days, I remarked:
“We thought last Sunday. yon did nok
look well, . My -Hiltl?  “No” he said;
“I was very much worried, My house
would not pell. I wanted money, aml did
net know where te tuvn for it. But there
are noble, generoua fellows in the worsld.
Some one heard I had been disappointed,
pent for me, asked what was the matter,
and then wrote out-a cheque for £100.7
(T think it wns the late Mr, J. L. Wil
gon.)

The fivnt. time I saw the Rav.. Hill we'
prisoners wézd allassemsmbled awaltmw hia
arrival. There wos a whisper: “It's the
little parson; it'a all right!” His ap-
pearance was a guarantee the secvice
wwould be intevesting. * Hia presence al-
waya sent a warm thrill through the gon--
gregation, His methods of gctting hold
of thom were sometimes unique, but al-
waya. effective, Unee he began with:
"Which do you think came first—the egg
or the hen, or tha hen or the egpg; the
acorn or the oak, or the oak or the
wcorn? A grent many people have tried
to golve this question. You have leisure

s
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tinie on your hamds when in your cells,
try what yow ean do.” Un another ocea-
wion he appearcd. with a very black eye.
He began: I have a black eye. I Lave
more than owve seen- members of this
congregation with black eyea. , Were T
to tell you I got it chopping wood you
would not believe me, and you would not
be far wrong” There was so much care
and t!mughb displayed in his sermona
that I arked linmi once: “How wany dif-
ferent sermons he prenched on a fun-
day?* He langhingly replied: “I preach
You fellows get it first at
Q.SD—freqh_wiLh the froth on it. At
11 it ia delivered at Remuera; at 3 it
ia preached ammewhere else; finally—
very flat-—it in given at night in  the
Choral Hall”

Mr Hill ocensionally. took discharged
prisoners to his house, and put them
up until either they left Auckland or
obtained emgloyment. He was not, how-
ever, edsily fooled. Among- others was
a man naned Notwill—son of a Dean—
who had been in troubie af some kind
in the Old Country. It was his boast
that e always selected high ecelesinsti-
cal dignitavies to operate on. Hitherio
he had drawn the line at Bishops; but
now -found the limitations of the colony
would "eompet him to include Archdea-
con3. (At this time he had just com-
pleted & sentence for operating om a
Bishop tg whom he had brought a let-
ter of introduction.) Shortly after Not-
will’s release, ane pf the p!'isun(‘rs agked
after him. Mr Hill said: “He's o scoun-
drel. 1 togk him to my house, and went
gsecurity for him for £25, amd what do
you think? Ie has done this, end
done that, and now I've had to pay £12
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ta get him ont of the country to save
my £:25"7 He was very much exciled.
Ntriking the table, he auid: I feel in-
clined to awear I'll aever help any of
you fellows again.” Thew he quietened
down, end ecntinued: “Ah, well, that
woull not be fuir; some duserving ono
might fall again through want of a
helping hand, But it's awfully riling.”
At the services the men were usually
very well behaved; but at a Runday
afterncon serviee long ago, 1 remember
a row with sonte minusing featurey in it.
The parties were two men whom we will
call Bluek amd Jeenjih, The former, half
a fool, was very irritating, and at length
Jeenjuh struck him, knocking him wutf
the seat. The only warder present was
on old eoldier ard an Irishman. He
lacked both men up; but to Jeenjah, wha
wad very shrewd, and bad, when cornered,
a halit of potting wardera in an awk-
ward positon  before magistraies, ko
said: " Jeenjalt, me man, 1 did uot ser
just right swhal that fel'er did to ye. I
know you'll spake the truth, and not
desave me.” When Ureught before the
magistrates the warder gnid: 1 bring
these two min before ye, sora, for fighting
in Chareli. - Jeenjah., a well-conducted,
ordevly man, was sitting qu v - his
gafe, listinning to the discoorze, whin,
wid-out a word of n lie, sor, ! saw Black
there will-oui - any proveeation, strike
him on the head and knock him ont off
the form.  Black iy a tranblesome =ort of
A man, sor, an' I thought he miont mis-
chief, a0 1 kepl my eye on him” Jeen-
jah, on heing a 1 what he had to sy,
veplied ** the ollicer had put the case so
fait aml s0 nueh hetter than e coulil—
he would say nothing.” TNhack, of conrse,
was preatly excited, aml {atkel himself
into a knot, bit it euded in him getting
three days' bread aml water. Te feen-
jah afterwards the sarder =akl: “"That

teller got just nhat he deserved; it's wa:

thut knows how to dale wid coves like
that,”

Qceasfonally the prisoners would take
& dislike to the preacher, * Yon may take
a horse to the water, but you can’'t make
him drink,” sa you may take prisoners
to church, but yon ean’t make them
join in the responses. That iz what hap-
penel on many oceasions. Reasons for
dislike were various. One old gentleman
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wha has saniething to dn with -hirts wag
reported Lo be sweatimg lis girl ewploy-
evs; wnother was snid to lend noney at
extortionute rates of interest, mnd to
have wuld somwbody up—out oi house
and home, The wddest cise, perbaps, wns
of a genllcmnn why rubled futare pun-
ishmwnt in hot and strong; but the chief
canse of his olfedding was always oOpetl-
i the service with: * Hend your lienrts
aud not your gurments" Tearing cloibes
is a stitt prison olfence, and this remnrk
wag interpreted that prisoners might
Lreak their hearts, but they must not
tear their elothes,

Une Sunday afiernoon a Iay preacher
explained the absenve of some jewellwvy
he usually wore by soleunly declaring
that an angel had appeaved te Lim ia hig-
garden, and told him it was not in ae
cordance with his spivitual mis=ion as &
preacher to woear anything of the kinl
He hgd, therefore, pune back te peand
buttons and a ™ Waterbury * watch. Fols
lowing this up a prisaner wrole te the
late Hishop Cowie (who wlways took n
great interest in the prison) stating he
hartl always unlderstood iiraclea wora
things of the past. ad inqui if thera
wos nuthvntm ovidence that such visitar
tions as the visitor described had taken-
place in modera tinws, Histery does.not
reeord Ris Lordship's reply; but at diffe1-
ent times he decmed it advisable that
gl‘ni.lonwll. whase methods of condueting
the serviees were not appreciates] qlmuhl
d\%cnnt.lnue thene.
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Prom the firat doss of ORETINE dtn ceato,
Tt hae vnred peccianently e vary woerst
raras of Epllotey whert prevy rbher rrmed,
nudd faflel,  Fretieh pAce &8 ad 11/-
Thousnde of Testimnnisfs.
Of kMl Cheminix, llnrel, etc.

wuornatx ahenrg:
SHARLAND & CO.. LTD., AUCKLANL AND
WELLIKGYON. N.I.
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Pre -
L. W, RICHOLL, Pharmacautics] Chemlat,
2% Kirh St., RBelfast, Ireland.
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THE GRAND HOTEL, ROTORUA.
Close to the Railway Station and the Government Gardens, and Famous Curative Baths.
Luxury, Cemfort, and Modern Convenience.

TARIFF :; From 12/6 per day.:

THE LEADING HOTEL IN HOT LAKIS DISTRICT

Superbly Fu

rnished and Supphed with every

Atteudance and Cuisine equal to the best in the Dominion.

GEO. M. BROWN, Proprutor.

LAKE HOUSE HOTEL OHINEMUTU ROTORUA.

On the Shores of the Magmﬁeent Lake Rotorua; one of the most cnmlunudmw positious iu the distriet,

.. spacious balconies a wonderful view is obtam:d Among the GREAT AT TRACTIONS this Popular Hotel has to offer are

TWELVE NEW HOT MINERAL BATHS

of the latest and most up-to-date design in SFPARATF SPECIALLY CO‘\I‘%FRLC FI*D It -\TH HOUSES,

From its

situated on its own

§ SPLENDIDLY LAID QUT GROUNDb which dre fr:.e to lhe use of visitors to this Ilotel i '
CHAS. A. SANSOM Pmprtetor. '

TARIFF : From 8/6 per day,

GEYSER HOTEL WHAKAREWAREWA ROTORUA.
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: L SI'I‘UA'I‘ED IN.A UNIQUE POSITION CLOSE TO THI
EEY _ AND MAORI SEI‘TLEMLNT e

WO\ Dth‘ UL GLYbl- RS

From tlxa vqsndnh ol' th{s hotel visttora have conatant opportunity of w:tnemmg' the Geysers playing, and of smdymg nntwe hfe lnd custom’.
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The Hotel possesses its own. private Hot and Cold Curntive Mmera! Baths, of whlch the most valued are the Spuut " Oll

TARIFF i From 10/6 per day.”

™ FARVRTRR R

%1 ‘“Carlsbad ¥ Baiba,” " It is Furnjshed throughout'in a most l\'n(tmous atyle, aud lson a par with the leadlug
cwe = e o . Continental Spa- Hotels. . .
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F. WATKINSON P.ropric!oﬁ



