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COUSINS" BADGES.

Cousins requiring hadges are requested
to send 2n mddressed envelope, when the
badge will be forwarded by veturn mail.

_COUSINS' CORRESPONDENCE.

' YOUNGER COUSINS' LETTERS.

Denr Cousin Kate~I am very sorry
I did not write before. ¥ kept putting it
off all the time. I hope our. band of
Cousing sre all well. Excuwse my writ-
ing with & pendil, as we have jusl rum
out of ink; it ‘is too far to go fo the
slop for some. The lake looks so beaan-
tiful. It is an bine a8 ever it cun be.
The suow is of the Kaimamwa Kange

now.. Thete was an suection iale hers -

yesterday. Mr. Lundon, the lnwwpend-
ent candidate, held a meeting in Ehe Court
House last night: and Mr. McDonald is
coming to hold another here tuo-night.
It is just beautiful here now; everywhern
you look outside is just beautifully greea,
It was raining kst night, but it is tine
now. It doesn't matter to me if it is
sunsline, rain or wind. - I must conclude
my letter as there is no more news, What
does un;.-uﬁe wapl to bear anything about
this out-of-the-way place fort—I remain,
Your lovieg Cousin, Twi. -

[Dear Cousin Tai,—it ix certainly a
very long time since 1 heard from you,
but I cun sympathise with you Lecuuse
I suffer rather Ludly from the putting-oif

habit mysell. Taupe muost o looking -

lovely. L am sure. We had planned &
beautiful camping party for Chinistmas at
Tuupo, but 1 am rather afraid it wil
fall through because nome of the party
are leaving for Fugland secmer thao they
expeeted; isn't i sad?  Dor’t you kmow
that the mowe owt of the way e pisees
are the more we waot te brar about
them.
put and about in all wrathers like you
do—tu e blown right away lrom yosy-
self , 80 Lo speak, v just perfect.—&owim
Kate.] N - o
B
Tear (ouasin Hate,— Map 1 become one
of your Cousima? Fleass send me a blue

badge. I go to the Riveriandn Schonl; &

liave & pet dog numed Spot and & rabbat
named Nambo. I have am uncle just
ccmé out from England, amé his name is
Tom DBrewn. (Our examination & oa
Tuesday, 13th October, I am in the fifth

standard, and am bopiog to e in the .

gixth next year. I did not go to Auok-

land to see the firet, bat 1L am going to & °

play on Wednendzy. I awi twrive yeoara
old. My sinter May is going to England
in Muy, amd mother has just comw baek,
We ara having Gpe wesibher jusl now,

This is mll 1 have to say. Gogod-bye,

irom Cousin MABEL.

[Dear Tousin Mabel,—¥ou way be-

tomo ome of my cowsina, of ecame, I
shall be very plrancedt.  You mumt he very
wlever wt your keasons or very hard-
warking {o have got into the fiftL stand-

Isn't it lovely to be abic to ge’

" kitchen all day.
- cat calleg Tiger, and 1 am sure if there

ard at your age. I hope you will pass,
too, t¢ be in the smixth will bo grand.
L am sorry you missed the Amevican
fleet, but 1 aupose you will go home, too,
some day, and (hen you may sfe our own,
which will be¢ murh more exciting. You
don't know how I envy your sisier her
trip. T would give anything to be atart-
ing off, and auch & number of my friends
are starting in December it makes me
quite ill with envy.—Cousin Kate.]

N + o+

Dear Couein Kate—May I bheeame one
of your cousina?! DPlease send me a blue
badge. I go to the Riverlands’ Hchool,
and bave three miles to walk. I have a
pet lamb; its name is Jill. I have two
sisters and two brothers; their names ade
Elaie, Jeasie, Willie, and Thomas. Elsie
and Jesaie also have a pet lamb; Thomas
has & dog called Turk; Willie has % vege-

- table gardea that his father guve him,

Muther has cleven little goslings and ten
chicks. 1 am thirteen years old, A
tittls while age Thomas and ! were out
riding, and I got throwa off, and
kicked on the right ankle, 1 had to lie
up with it for three weeka. We are
gring to play on Wednesday., We are
bhaviirg tine weather lere—IVY,

{Dear Couzin Ivy,—Of course, I shall
be pleased to have you for a cousin, but
1 am afraid you will have Lo wait a Iittle
while for your hodge. What a collection
of animaia you have got betwern you;
aren’t they mather a bother, especully
the lemby, though they are dear little
things? They want a lot of aitention,
don't they? Do the chicks ever get inte
Willie's garden? My brother used to get
Bo anpry when our fowls pot into his, and
seratehed up his seed«<: one day be canght
one and wrung its meck, ang hung it on
the gate a8 a wikrking to the meat. What
a horrid time yon must have had with
that sore ankle; it must have hurt fright-
fully. "I hope it w quite strong agnin
row.—Cousin Kate.l

+ + ¥

Dear Cousin Kate—[ was very glad
to see my Yetter in the “Uraphic” I
haw wol got my badge yet. We have
eight pretiy little yellow chickens, just
three days old. One is ot very strong,
#0 we hare been keeping it warm in the
We have B very larga

wys & cal show he would gel a prize, We
are having our holidays all next week,
and 1 hope that the weather in fine, be-
cause if i i3 mol it will speil all our

tun, Good-bye, with love to you and aH
your other - cousine.—From COUSIN
CGORDON, | :

[Dwar Cousin Gordor.—I am 5o Borry
about the adges, but they really are com-
ing. Do you remember the tales Cousin
Lyn usnd to badl about his catsn; I wonder
if your Liger is &3 hig wnd 29 clever a5 any
of his. A chant of mine had 2 cat that
ured to be chained up Like the dogs; it
was huge, but certainly not beautiful; it
was wlways figling with something, doge
or other csts, in fact, anything tbat
wonld fght. He bad loal one eye and »
“bit of am sar, and 1 dam't thisk he could
over mas all four lege at & tims; the oyy
was loat fighting an ald tarkey. I hope
you had s lovely time during the hali-
days; -the weather was fine, wasa'l itl—
Cowsin Kated

Dear Cousin Kate,—I suppose you will
think-that I am never going to write ta
¥ou again, but I have been putting it off
and off, and bave net gof it doue, While
1 was in Auckland I went to sce you
three times, but you were nof-there, so
1 could not see you. I enjoyed myzeli
very much ia Fleet Week, and 1 hope
you did too. Bunny'y birthday was on
the 20th of August, and I way away, =
mather kept it till ¥ came back again.
Allan and 1 had a lot of pennies that [
spent when [ went to Awckland, and we
got some birihday presenls fer her. 1
got her a paiot box. because she is very
fond of painting, apd Allen got her a
doll, and Daddy got some lLttle boxes
with picturcs on them, and they fit in-
side cach -other. There were eight of
tlh:em at first, but T am afraid there are
only four left that afe not broken.
Mother has got somebody to belp her at
lasi, a Miss Kenny, who ieaches Allen
and me for an hour every day, and we
like lesanns very much. - When Misa
Kceooy firat came the garden was full of
weeds, but now it i3 very murh aicer,
and has hardly any weeds at all.  Allen
bas two drilks of potaines, and T have
one ¢rill of pear, Mother bas a little
Hunday Hehool, and she has eight pupils,
but one of them has searlet fever mow.
an neither 3he nor her two sisters will
be able ta enme for three weeks. ¥ am
lvarning to play the piano, amnd can play
a ol of pieces now. T like practising
very much, Misxs Kenny put a piece of
yope on the baugh of a tree. and we
cateh hold of the rope and have great
fun awinging. [ thihk I will clnse this
letter now, ws T have oot aaything more
to say, wn goad-bye, with love—T re

main, yeor leviaz eonsin, NANCY.

[Dear Cowain Nancy,—T am 50 sorry [
missed you when you were in Auckland,
but 1 was so busy about outside fhiaga
that } was acarcely in the office at ail in
Fleet Week. Next time you come, let
me know teforehhnod, and then come
Aotme morping soon after ten, and you
are sure to lind me. L am gtad you en-
joyed your trip. TFows was very lively
then, waan't it? Miss Kenny must be
a treasure, Fhe apema Lo be 3 goost play-
mate, ms well as a teacher, which i
lovely for you. Wasn't your mother
rather frightened you would all ralch
fover from her pupila? 1 shogld have
been. What & good thing it is you like
practiving. You will be sure to ret on
1 ward to hate it.—Cousia Kate.?

* + @

Doar (‘onsin Kate—I am very sorry
that 1 have oot writiem to you for such
a jong time. [-have had very bad fiugers
and coull not write. 1 Bave not been
to achool since | last wrole to you. 1
wenl for two drives with Uoasin Myrtle
in their gig. My birthday was om the
14th Bepiember, 50 1 nsked & few pivl
friends dowm b0 Lra, amvongt them being
Uousing Myrile, Alice and Lorilie Hylmre,
i went dowa ko Lake Ellis in my boli-
days for a piemic with Consine Rita and
Myrile, and some other giria. We were
sidding dowm the hills ou esbbage trees,
and wo all wanted to mail in the boat,
which was {oR of watsr, so the boyn
tosk all the water ont of it with ike
billy and some tine. We then took it In
turns going for e wail, wiile iwo of Lke
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boys rowed us and  when we
ame out we were  very ncarly  owek
through, the boya splashed us so mnch
I have missed our third quarterly exa
ination, bk our proper examination is
in a lortnight now; so it wun't be fony
before I will be able to tell you iF L
Bave passed of not, 1 am guing Lo schoot
aguin now, but I cannot wyite properly
yet, because my hands are tou sor-
Weo have been bawving lovely wentier
here lately, bul it is raining very hard

WUTURS,

just now. There was o very larm
eariliquake there last night at  ten
o'iuck. We all rode up v lLake Elhs,

and coming back there were three af ux
ou each horse. I went {o Marton in
Walker'a miotor-car on PFriday, f1th
October, and had = lovely time. W,
dear {ousin Kate, T think L must ¢lose

now, Hest tove to yon nnd all the
other Cousins.—Couain MARY.

[Dear Cousin Mary,—Whut  is  ths
matter with your ra?  Awd du you
think you will be alle 1o uss your
examualwng after heing awuy for o
long? It will Le wery hard for you

to make up all the buck worlk, [ shuuld
think, [ can quite imag wh
good time youw had at 1 e
splushing round aml upset thinge-
generzliy is only what we oxpect from
boys, but, somehow, un oue seems te
eateh cold at picmics.  Rtill it was good
of them to hale tbe hoat oul in tln
firat place. I have only felt one
earthquake, aml it made e so sick.
We only have very slight shucks up heve,
It must have beem very amusing, bt
scarcely cowmfortable, for three of yon
riding one horse, thongh live of u- wat
quite romfortably ot ane ance, aml s
our photos taken; he was huge, thoosh
and very quiet.—{ousin Kale.|

+ + *

Dear Cousin Kate,—Tt is miningy vory
hard down kere to-dsy, and is quite u
change from  the nice weather we hawve
been havimy, I8 was very kind of Cousin
Essie to say she liked iy letiers; 1
should just love to sec her when she comen
to Napicr again, so 1 bope we will be ahle
to mrrange it. The Cousin Isabel that
has writtea to you, and I nre great
friends. We both go te the sare school,
Did you go to see " The Litile Hrend
winner™ wheo it wos up io AucklandY
I am going te see it M it cowes here.
Can yon guesa this viddle? Oy the Gre,
off the fire, yet mever touching the lien,
Waan't it lovely to have a leiter from
Coyia Easie agwin?  Which soeng did you
like the best in " Humpty Dumpty’”
Consin Kate. I liked ™~ Havon,” I am
moing to a play called “ Thndy [Yek * on
Thirrsday: it s going to be played by the
Napicr amateur comuany. ‘Therc bave
been awings and Aeeoanws pit up ol along
the beach. For tlwe breaking up ul our
school we are having that play ealled
* Red Riding Hood,” and Cousiu Lsobel
is guing to be Hed Rubing lluad; but it is
not till the end of the vear. Naw, dear
Cousin Kate, [ have fo stop as | can't
think of anything else 1o may. With lot-
and ltots of love for vourself amd all the
Cousinn, frour MARJORIE.

[Denr Cousiv Marjory —1 duln't sw
“Tho Lititke: Breadwinaer™; 1 overy
gomd? | am sure you will lik By
Diek” L remember (e st time | saw
i, 1 was e a dittle miel, and 1 just’
Jowedl it. T tharoughkly enjoyed *llumpty
Dumpty” awl | don't praember awhal
song [ fiked ®eit. But ! nrust sry 1
Tiked “ Mulher fouse = belter. {irctchcon™
soug jirit havmied we for woeks. L oam
aire Enzie wuoald be dehipghted 1a ace you
tom i ik cum BEFRLOUE, Wow
sbont that riddle® [ am afrnif al is he-
yood me, 5o shall pas Wb on Lo the rert
of the cowsina, awd are bow many of them
will guess it.—Cousin Kate.|

*« * =

Tear (‘oniim Kate,— My mnther reA s
your leiters (o ws, and wue likeg ooe
about & monkey very much. Where does
e sleep® We have & budy gin namedl
Pepry, asld she = always lauzhing. aud
holds out her arma to come. 1 1o 1o
school with wy smder. [ am live anil ahe
is lour, and [ would like to be one ot
yoar Ugusind, and et 3 blwe bivlge, My
Sittle mster will write nexd Lime,  kFrum
Cousim MAHKL.

P.S—Needivas Lo say Mabel's baod wes
guided im Lhia, bul the wording is en-
lirely her owa.

Twenr Counin Mabel--I am glad yod
Hikq our lofters, amd want to joum
us; we have some very young Uousina,
bub 1 think you munst be the youngeat as

-



