wid Ave pound sotes—should you, now?
—let alvne croaw-tempercd Fanny Fitz-
gibboo.

‘Thoresa hudded alightly. The calam-
ity had already begun to merm lesx over-
whehming. Wrath wad a stimufant, and
Fergua' contemptuous menlion of Fanny
came to Der Icelings as balin

“Amd a bnt later on” Fergus continuwd,

Yecomin' towards Micnuelmas, suy, 1
wonder might [ be axin® you waa
there e'er a lunly elwe in it Ehat

you woulin't ithink too bud of mlto-

gether. But I won'’t be deluyin® you
now, for it's tired yuu are streelin’
abont, amd if yeu'll take wmy advice,

you'tl just zv in and wet yourself & cup
of hot tay. and pit & bit to ate. There'a
a Are burnin® | kpow, for I'm alter
makin® free to heat wome warier to give
thia heifer of yours a mash, that’s had a
dale of drivin® furwards and backwanis
e, So poal-night to you kindly, Ther-
ena, and when L have it all Iocked wp, FlIL
hang the kays in the haoily-bush by the
stable-door. "

Theress, turning away, toock with her
8 consolstory rencmbrance of his words,
ant ay she drank her warm tea iy the
kitchen henrth, in acenrdance with his
adyice, it seemed to her quite within the

Lownds of posdibility that she might
furtbermars take his bhint about next
Michaelmus.

IN THE HOME.

A vast amount of human misery ia
endured by thousands of men and
wotiteit who ate tever really well,
Headache, sickness, aervous depresg-
sion, dislike of food. sinking sensa-
tions, with distressing dizziness and
weakness, make life a daily misery
to such sufferers. And the caunse is
indigestion—a stomach that starves
the bodv, because it cannot digest
sufficient foed to keep it well, and
leaves the mind weak, ircztable,
- depressed. To such unhappy ones
Mother Seigel's Syrup brings a mes-
-sage of hope, brings the ready help
to hesith, brings the guict, strong
sense of confidence which only
health can give—bealth re-made
and regained, through sound diges-
tiop. Lake it daily after meals,
e Y. Fitagibban, 1, Hugo Street, Redlern,
N.5.W., wriling on March 1Bth, 1908, says |
" For yeams 1 suftermil meal scverely from
mcute indigesticn. Nolbing tid me any grod
until T got Motber Scigefs Syrwp. The
finst bolllc enabled me o emt and digest,
il saon I was quitc cured.”

MOTHER

SEIGELS

SYRUP

ORLICK’S

MALTED MILK

For ull ages, from tha norsery
upwardes, Horlick s Malteqg
Milk s an idowl food-
beverage, easily digectall,
noorshing, invigors

ting. Itis indispens.

tsat LA
able to invalids
time or\TIMES \(¥j2 o, fovuiids
fupper time and providea
Horlick’s AND \¢ foll dies

o Fck-

» delicious sustitute
tor tes, ooffoe and cocos.
It is preparsd [n a minute,
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exclusiveness of the

appeared, and for years after,

ABOUT NOVELS

—

By ROBT. H. BAKEWELL, MD,

I was asked a few days ago whether
T ever read novels [ took the question
a8 & compliment, as implying, that in
the opinion of my questioner, my read-
ing would be confined to medical workas,
or plitosophical or critical omes. Bub it
amuved me, beeause it sounded almoat
like asking a fiah if it was in the habit of
swimmiog. I must have read thousands
of tales, novels, and romancrs in my
time, and now I read more novely aml
other light literature than eyer,

The recent prosceutions im Christ-
clutreh of Louksellers for selling immoral
{is it immorai?) or indecent bales, has
set mie thinking about the subject of
novel reading, espeecially for young
prople. When [ was a boy T was most
sirivtly prohibited from reading novels.
One of the severest cunings I ever re-
¢eived fromm amy father was given me
beczuse he found one of the VWaveriey
novels hidden under my pillow. T sup-
pose it can bardly seem credible that
such thoroughly moral and nztructive
books as the novels of Sir Walter Hcots
could ever have been forbidden. But so
it was. When 1 grew to manhood, 1 made
some enquiries as to why these excellent
tules should have bheen condemned, and
found that it was because the bhest

churucters in them were represented as
actuated by mercly moral motives, and

were not in any instance persons who
showed any signs of VLeing truly com-

verted!

The firat novel that broke dewn the
Evangelical party

about mnovel-reading was BMrs, Harriet

Beecher Stowe’s tale of slavery, entitled

“Uncle Tom." Thizs book. when it first
had the
most amazimg popularity,  Nditions by
the dozen appeured in England, for there
was no copyright them between Great
RBritain and the Ntates, amt it was sold
by hundreds of thousands. 1t waz
transteted inte all the chief Furepean
languages, and was made inta = play,
whiuh is atill acted occasiomally, buth in
¥rance ‘and England. Y believe that
everybomty m England who could rexd,
read “Uncle Tom.” Topay, a little nig-
ger pirl, who wada & perfect imp of mis-
chief, was quoted everywhere, and [Fncle
Tum himself was an universal favoorite.
The book, it was said, had a karger sale

f than any other book in Englisk except

the Filgrim's Progress. And yet I don't
suppote you could find in any bookseller's
alop in Auwckland a copy of either buok.
This book, hesides being writtenn by the
duughter and sister of evanyelical minis-
ters, had such a highly muoral snd re-
ligrious tome that the Puritan part of the

British public accepted it joyfully. I
wan followed by “The Wide, Wide
World® “Queechy,” and some other

bonks by Mrs, Beecher Stowe. The ive
was broken, at any rate. and from thence
forward religious novels, tales in refygi-
ous pertodicals, 2md even novels or tales
not diatinetly religious, but having »

moral tone, were toierated %y alf the
secta.
But, at the same time there- were

rertain tales, mostty writien in the 15th
century, which, although they bad ak-
tamed some literary celebrity, and were,
and are still, looked upon by some critics
as classics, were forbidden to the young.
I allude
Smollett’'s novels, and evem to Richard-
son’s “(larisan Harlowe.™ They were
furbidden, and rightly so, not nerely on
account of the coarseness of the
ianguage, but becanse they contained
indecent scenes and descriptions.  For
precisely the sawme reason, Shakespeare™s
plays, in the unexpurgated rditions, were
forbidden. Ho was Hyron's “Dom Juan.”

Nuw & question which has boen much
discysaed, and is not even now preilig-ly
aettled, i3 whether worka of fletion hay-
inz & distinctly immorul temlency, or
runtaining deuscTiptions or parsages that
no one could read aloud in any nixed as-
semblage of men and women, should be
sold openly in ‘shops. I suppoac nobody
wil expect- an old man, who Lias passed
eixty yeurs of hig life in Lis stwdy ond
practice of medicine, to hq pasticularly
wqueamish, It is forty er Kfiy yesrw

mnce [ read any of Smollett's iales, or

Blakerpeare's **¥enus and Adonis,” sand
my Follection of them is wot very clear,
But such as [ Lhave does nof trmpt ma

caprcially to Fleldimg’s and

T but

fo refresh mg-r meory of them: SewReit -

disgnsted me with his coarueness, bat yed
fo0 a student of bhiztory, desirons of know-
Ing what Iife in tire aary was in tie “gond
ol days,” his toks are mvmhmabis- . To
Anyoue ehe they are certainfy navseating,
A few months age I reud a review ol
Fielding's * Tom Jopes™ by amue critic
who havished praise on it. b had tried te
read it once or twice before, but 1 contd
not get through the beok, for it seemed
to me dull, stupnd and wenrmome.  ‘The
characters were 2ll persons of LLe most
contenplace type. and the plat most uo-
interesting. However, [ deteimived to
see whetler my preseat julgment would
naree with that of my middle age, so 2
bought & cheap copy of * Tom Sdones,”™
and =et to work to rend . But § fonnd
it impossible to persevere; I conld nok
get through one half of it, and althongn
I had a look at the conchwion, 1 did wot
suecceed in plodding through ene-aali o
the hook., My own opinion is Lhat, like
Zolu'a books, nasty-minded people vesd
them for their nastiness, and that they
harve no other merit Lthaa being a faithful
pieture of the nIAADCPS and customs of Che
English people in the very lowest pertosd
of our national bistory. Never have we
atmk so low as in the eidhteenth centary,

1 know that some people will throw in
my faee that much-gmmed sayimeg, “To
the pure all things are pore” } don™
know where the quatation comes trom =or
who wrote it, but I deny it altogether:
and, besides, I would ask, who » pure?
O a celebrated occasion we kuwow that
Among & numerons mssemblage of highiy
respectable reen no man thought Rinsedf
80 free from sin zs fo be able ta throw
ihe firit stome at the woman takew in
adultery. But i fact there are ccrnes
and deseriptions 21D sometmees spoken
words, which stiek like burrs in the mem-
ory, and are pever forgotten. Eb is for
thiz rensen I hold that certain books
should be prohibited. their republication
maide a crimioml offence, snd their. sale
punished by a henvy fine, Thew pernasl
can e no possible gond, and may do
much harm. To mention the titles of
sueh books woald ouly lead to advertise
them. .

Up to a period of lasi ceblury novels
were -only published in three torms—
either in periodicals or in monihly parts,
or in three volumes at £1 11/6 for the
three. €@ such ferms, novels were read
enly by sulweribers te librares.  The
perindicaly that-prinfed novels were pub-
Lished at. either a shilling or ®alf a erown
a manth, except a very fow Tike “Cham-
bers’s Jaurnal  or Dickens ** lHousehald
Words,” whick were weekly periodicals,
and cost three-bhulfpence or fwepence 2
week, or the ever popular “ London Joue- |
nal” or “Family Herald, thre cheagrest of all
as they were gold at a4 penny. 1 remem-
ber, when a Loy, reading Misa Braddon’s
first novel, “ Henry Duabar,” which canie
out weekiy in the *Londen .Joureaf™
aboul the year 1845 The "London .lour-
nal 7 was iltustrate] by wood engravings;
the  Family Herald ™ never had any‘itius-
trations, but tl:e tetfer-press was Tery
‘good. -

Dickens, Th.mkn'ay and Charlea Xever
published mast of their novels in monthly
parta at a shilling. Each part contained
two steel engravings, amd the movel ran
inte 20 or 24 qumbers. Latterly, I think,
the public gok tired of these bong-drawn
out tales, and ne subsenrent writers have
adopted thiz mode of puhlication. The
three-volume novel was given up all at
once, apparenily by agreement among
the publishers, for it suddemly ceased to
exist, I think about 23 yeara ago, and
wes fuliowed by the 0/ story or coliec
tion of stories in one volumme. ¥ auppone
s few veuy rick people might buy novels
in three volumes st & gninea and a-half,
I mever kpew aryone whe did;
everybody got them fron the libraries,

The institution of Mudie's Library in
the late fortics I well remember, aa [
knew personally the family. They firsd
had ap ordinary bookseller’s shop im
Soulthampton-street, Bloomsbury. Fheir
futher was & literary many litkle
known. They werce the Arst to have
gradusted subseriptions, from one guinea -
a year npwards, They soon moved down
Lo their present premised,” whick hmve
bLeen greatly extendod as their basinens
inecresged. Tnalead of buying ove or two
oopiecs, a8 otber librarics bad Gome, they
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Iargely mrveased the mumber, wntd of
works likely to be in large deasand they
purchase hundreds of copies, W, ML
Smith asd Uo, of the Sirand, origimally
only mewipaper agruis im guite a cmalf
way, sdded librerics in Loados angd at
the milway .otations to their business,
Im all these ways the circulution asd
sale of noveli bag inerensed nmaziog!y,
and | shoald think that for cne nevel
wlid in my yeunger days = hundred are
sold mow. The re-publication of populag
povels, after the copyright has expired,
must add many thousunds to the readers,
as these reprinls are made at a verg
low prioe.
" Wa cerfainly have o such gn!sty ol

Lalent among the writers of Gwtiom aa

iluminated the miud-Victorimn pericd,
-Thackexay, Bulwer Lyttan, Cbarles and
Henry Kirgsley, Charles Lever, Anthony,
‘Trollope. Wilkie Callins, Gmr-e Eliot,
and most popular and mosk famons of
xll, Charles Dickens—these names eannmk
be equalled amony the fiction writers of
the present day. Every one of the writh
ers T have named has tft one or morg
works which wilt De clsssical of its kind.
Freryone has created one ar mere chor-
acters which will live in English Hiera
ture aa long as Englink Fterature exidta,
And, it muy be remarked, thut withourt
shirking any of the tragediea of rewl lifm,
nat one of them has written a yage
which eannot be read aloud in = mixed
company without exeiting a biush on the
cheek of the most modest maiden. They
were pure writers, They neglected, per-
hapa, the tone of the highest society m
Fogland—that of the Court.

T arm afraid 1 have allowed erynelf (@
wander awsy irom the topics | had im-
tended o bpuch on, and rum mie gossipy
Bat | must defer to another ocession =
criticism, which 1 lad . ptepured 0‘ .
movels of the peessnt day,

Arthar-direet, Onchungs,
October 37, 1908,
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