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OROS8 BEYWEEN BLACK CUR-
RANT AND GOOSEBRERRY.

*» & hybrid between the black eurrank
and goomeberry was  described - in the
*fardener's Chronicle,” September 3,
1892 - We reproduce
that mecompanied that description. Aag-
other plant presents some interesting
features in which it differs from the for-

the Ulusteation

leaves, marbled with white, whilst B.
Comterse de Louise. Erdody haa mlvery
leaves veined with green aad margined
with purple bke. ) -
‘Tha most usual snethode of propaga-
ting folinge begonias are by division of
the planta and propagation from the
leaves. Division of the plants i3 mosk
tonveniently carried out at poiting time,
Heptember and October being the best
mwonths, the fleshy atems being carefully

Hybrid between Black Cuxraat and Gooseherry,

met bybrid. The fruits sre somewhat
mimiliar except that in the 1802 hylrid
they were romewhat hairy (thongh this
character was accidentally omitted in the
‘ﬁgurr),'hnt wheread in that specimaen the
general resemblance was rather towards
the currant, the new hybrid is decidedly
inclined to the habit of ihe gooseberry.
This i shown by the smaller leaves,
and especialty by the presence of numers
ous prickles or thorns, which were alsent
_in the dormer examplea. The green
shoot lias .an unmistakable odour of
the black -currant  aml the flavour of
the latter is also pereeptible in the fruits,
wrhich- nre very little larger than goed-
fized currants. - .
I

_ FOLIAGE BEGONIAS.

. - ¥
CULTURE AXND PROTAGATION,

Begonia Rex, from which many beauti-
fully marked and highly decorative foli-
age Dbegonias originate, was introduced
snto this country “from  Assam, and
forms a maost useful subject for ornamen-
tal purposes. Thix clasa’of begonia Jdoes
not require mmneh heat, from 60 to (%
degrees during summer and from 50 to 55
degrees. dnring late’ autunim and winter
being sufficient. . -7 C
" Although many foliaze plants require
abundance of sunshine to bring them te
perfection folinge Legonias must be grown
in partisl shade, s any great amount of
direct sunshine quickly injures the leaves,
and gives them a shrivelled appearance.
The plants do well rither in pota or phant«
ed out. or rockwork, but perfect drainage
mnst be provided in any case, whilst
fres, open, and gritty suil ia necessary,
eompost conaisting of equal parts loum
und peat pulied to pieces by hard, half &
part of good leaf Goil, Walf @ pert of
thoroughly decayed mannre, and a nixth
of 8 part of silver eand and charcanl
being- suitable, * [P R

Whilst growing, follage begonias rer
yuire plenty of wolsture at the roots, and
periodical doses of Hquid manure after
the plants become well established are
also benefieial duriag the summer; dur-
ing the winter the roetd mumst be kept
comparatively dry, very little water be-
ing Decessary, L

Begoumia Hex, the paréent plant, has
leaves of dark greem of metallic lustre
ormamcnted by & zone or ring of ailvery
wihite. The following forma a brief list of
other really good warieties of falimge be-
gonies: Princess Charles .of Denmartk
thas lenves which; when fully daveloped,
wes 4 brillinnt carmine with ailvery
horsealive and oarmine margln.  Louise
Closon, & handeome and distinet type of
begonia, has dark foliange, the leaves be-
fog & very dark wiroos, with arimson
borseshog markings. ‘Bfgvnh Ewdoxa Is
& very pretty piant, having  drones
traves LG!J’ ppoited  with %i-k and
swhits. B. Charles Hovey bas datk grogm

separated, and each potted up into a tour
or five inch pobt. . August is one of the
raost suitnble times te propagate begon-
ian from leaves, the operation being most
inteeesting  and  imstructive,
fully-matured leaves should be selected,
and be prepared by turning the underside
upwards and making a cut half through

the main or thicker ribs or veins just Le-

low where the smaller and the maim ribs
form » jumction, as shows by the bisck
fines on Fig. | of thé accompanying sket-
ches, Beveral cutes may be made im each
leaf, and from ench out the ripe sap in
the ribs will form s callna or foundation
Jor the formation of rools.

A well drained shallow pan should be
preparod snd fllled with mandy rompost
consiating of equal paris peat, lostw, snd
sond, the surface being made Arm and
tevel, and then watered, allowed to drain,
and afterwarda covered with fine sand.
The prepared leal or leaves should be
laid on the aurface, tlis cui or underside
downwards, the leal stalk being inserted
in the soil as shown In Fig, 2. Fuch gut
portion of the ribs» must be in contact
with the soii, and (o eosure this

Hound,

leaves must Le pegred or pinned into the
suil with wirc pins, or small pebbles
tuay be placed hers and there on the leaf
to keep it in position. Pluage the pan
in cocoanut fibre refuse, cover with @
sheat of glass, aud place in & temperature
of not less than 65 degrees. The leaves
muit be well shaded frem the sum, -and
the soil be kept nicely moist and, in time,
young plants will be produced at exch cut
made in the ribs of the leaves, and when
they are large enough to handle, ns ¥Fig.
4.. they shonld be carefully lifted and
soparated, and potted singly into small
pota. R ORTUS,
A .
CLIANTHUS,

The gorgeous clusters of dloom which
our native parrot Leak pluants present at
this season is one of the features of
cnlonial gardens. There are two varie-
ties of the red flower, viz: Clinnthua
punicus and (. puniens magnifica; the
former js the one most fumilinr in our
gardens, the latter is said to be an im-
provement, folinge more handsome, and
the colour of the flowers deeper. We
duve grown bobth varielies, Lub cannot
see much difference; the flowers cer-
tzinly are a shade deeper, but we see nu
difference in the folinge. The white vari-
ety lately introduced is certainly very
showy; it i3 a vigorous grower, and the
flowers are ereamy wlite, We find it
does best treated as a climber, and train-
ed aguinst a wall,

. X

A PLEA FOR THE THRUSH AND

THE STARLING.

We . have heard it assorted that
thrushes and starlings do damage on the
farni, and in the garden, but we have
yet to leurn in what way they damage
anything of value. It i3 smusing te
watch the nimble thrush ia early morn-
ing petting the sheil broken off a bLig
shellback snmail, If a small stone is

placed near the haunts of the shellback. '

soon find heside it o lot of
The thrush grabs the

you will
broken sheils.

suail by the hend and pounds his aliefl
on the stone until "peeled.” Ome goen-
tieman asaeris that where thrushes huild
their mests in apple irees the appies
will be free from Codlin moth. If this is
80, we feel sure the thrual will bs pro-
tocted; st all events, we have no gricy-
ance sguinst bim, and aever destroy or
allow t0 be destroyed any meats. Ktar-
lings, we know, are ore of our best
friends In the garden, mnd pgoodirss
knows what we shonld do, or whern our
plunts would be were it not for the good,
work done by great flocks of slarlings,
We have obaerved thin bird for many
years, and never yot kuaw of any wu-
thentic case of his departurs from the
path of rectitude. Ry all mesns pro-
tect our thrushes and starlings,
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Sow Now:

Hardy Sorts ot
Vegetable Seeds,
Broad Beans, Peas,

etc. .

Top Dress
Lawns with Yates

Lawn Manure.

Plant Now :

Hardy Annual
Plants, and Sow
Seeds of Hardy An-

nuals indoors for
~ planting out later.

R. Yates - Co.

\

Merchanfs.

" AUCKLAND.

E. & W. HACKETT'S |
- SPECIALITIES.

Cloerarin—Large Howered, dwarf, com-
puct fringe vars., 2/8 pkt. Calceclacla —
Linikeith Park stroin, 246 pkt. Mimulos —
Giant Queen’s Prize, 1/6 pkt. Pinsy -
Exhtbltion, fadey choleeat mized, 2/3 pht. -
Gloxilnin—New Freuch, tigred and spatted, |
1/6 pkt. Degonla—Toberous, “Iaternutionnl
Prize.’" donla and siogle, 2/6 pkt, Une-
kett's Ginnt Crclomens—1/- and 2/ pkt.
Polynnthus  U'rimzroses - "Hoyal London -
I'arks,'" 1/- pkt. .
—mlox Drummondi Grandiflora,
Hackett's Bpeetnl Ktrain, in 26 col-
ours, 1/, 2/6 and 3/ packet. B
BLEDRMEN, NURSERVMEN, ETC., -
T3 ltuudle-strect, AURLAIDE, .
. 8. AUSTILATIA.

Telephane No. TOL Liskablizhed 1850

D. HAY AND SON

Montpellier Nurseries, Kuckland.
Resperifulty sabicit the attention of tieten:d
ing planters to their Large, varied and mosd
Compicte Assactment of Geheral Norsery

Stock., conslaiing of Prult trees, nit the
osl Depnlar nwd ap-lecnte yarlel
conuuereizl il privide ore

da. O
ial Trees and Flowerlg b

ardvadog Lte-

quisiten.  WrAte for Calnlag . post Tree

om wpplica

R. CHEESEMAN
NURSERYMAN, FLORIGT AND BEED
;- . MERCHANT . -

- Rrighton WNorth, YVictorln, and
Bwaneton Btreet. Melbonrme.

NOW I8 THE TIME FOR
FOREAY, FRUIT pnd all other FR and
TLANTS, ROSMS, EVERGIL TKL-GE
FLANTS, ete. Flower Beedilugs En yreay
wnriety, [Miowering Bulbs, Veégetalfle aul
Flower Heeds, Seed I"otatoss Guod Yulue s§

T @ 3. MACKAY.

. Beeduuas, Nurneryman &nd Flodst
106 QUEEN BTREET, AUCKLAND

C. S. McDONALD & SON.
* Narserymen and Floristas,
EPBOML
Onehunga teams pism the Norsericn svery
i . tew mi

minutea. Telephone B2,
8Beud for Catalogwe



