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youth of Paris who have {uken mont
serioudy to aeronmutics.  Amkl volley
after volley of cheern from the patd-wd
throng, the others rowe, enjoyed their
btricl moment of concentrated admira-
dion, end disappeared— M. Juchnees and
twi eompanions in the *Touring{Iub™
the Comte de Castillon de Baint Viclor
alone in his “tirient.” M. Rlanchet in
the “Allinnce,” ile Comte de la Valetis
im the “Reve'" M. Hervien with the
“Nimbua"” Juatin Balmn in the “Zephyr,”
amd, finally, M. Pirtri in the “Aeronaw ¢
Cltb.”  The departure of a0 many aerial
fravellers made & sapectacle for all Paris
wnd its enviroms. The peasants reund
whout dil not do muck wark that after-
mnuen,  In the evening all Paris talked
of nnthing Lut builooning.

Many enthusiasty met at the Acro-CTuh
mext Jiy to lear the news, Where wers
vie 1o Vaulx and Rulsun? Soon news eame.
‘Fhe latter had descended near Dantrig,
Eaatern Pruwsia, wih 22 hours and 757
niilea to his eredit: the former pear Wla-
claweck, in Polish Russia, with 21 hours,
81 minutes, and 768 miles hehind him.

Miie fact that the yecord of the “Cen-
Baure,” in its flight to Sweden, had not

been surpassed wmd quite lost sight of
in the general enthusiaasm roused by the
tidings tirat st lamt, “after a bandred
yeurs of offort,” a Freach bailoon. stars-
ing Maan PParis, had fallen into Ruwaia,
Uymms of the Franco-Ruasian Afliapes,
wlmost forgolien io these days of ancasy
Inguiry, were revived, and sung with
liftle of the old-time maction, Ewery-
where the head-lines read: “From France
to Russia!” swnd the words esught the
imagination of Paris. Even the news that
de v Yaulx bad weem eant iwtc a Rue-
man prisnd did woi dampen the srdour
of his frienda. A taste of gact life only
adds zest ko the adveaturs,” they said;
“it i something we shall have to get
used Lo when we go ballooning to Russm,
a1 we shall now be doing every week ot
two” .

TUE ATR LINE FROM FRANCE TO
RUSRIA

wak nuw s¢ popalar Ehat, as has been ex-
pected, every ooe of the six stariers in
the final longdistamce racea of (htober
4 privately tokd hiv friewds ibat they
neighd expeet & lelegram from  him,
dated Nt P'etershury. two or three daysy
dater. By this time all Paris was crazy
aver latooning, and a2 vast throng of
peaple annenbhad to witiwss the Jinal
flight.  Jacquen Paure 1o off §n his
“Arro-Clut™  abmat fire 0%k, Ho
arcended  alaowly. Jdrdted teo ihe north,
and then threw ont 4 hag of ballast, and
ghink up te a preat height, wherr he
razht a fair windl which bote him direct-
1y castward. "To Kussia again?™ cried
the people. M. Palsnn, in the giant
“Naind Jaak" and accampanied by M,
T.ouis Cimdard, was mecond,
the example ol tbeir predecessor, they
threw out ballaat, canght the upper cor-
Tent, ard were soon off toward Asia, Al
the aiher competitora followad the sama
method —M. Yiervicu, in the “Nimbug”;
Comta dr la Vaidx, nceompanied by da
CaaiiTlon, in the now famous *Centanre™g

netres

Profiting by .

M. Maison, with Mme. Maison, m the
“Lorraine,” and M. Juchmew, "in  the
“Touring-(Tub.” These wera the mowt
daring aeronauts in France. and thiv was
to be & supreme test-of their ekill snd
resourcefidness,  Mach conlestant had
prepared for & long vorage, and some of
them dreamed even of cromaing the Vol-
g0. The omte de !a Vaulx alone had
attempted to flll hin balloon with hydro-
gen, nolwithetanding the expen=e. With
& fair quality af hydragen the ascenvional
foree of a ballnow is equal to about one
kilo (twa and twe-tentha pounds) for
each cubic meter of its eontents; while
with eommon itluminating gas the buoy:
ancy is only about hait as great. But
vn thia oceasion the Improvised hydrogen
penerator wet up in the Park did not
work at all well, and the eaptam of the
“Uentaure,” was eompelled, after some
hours of endeavour, to shut off tha
generator and fill his ship with the eom-
mon gan, Of course, theae great balloon
races were carefully eatched by many
Tarisian jowrnalivts, and this day special
provision for the writers of the Presg

had been made by the Aero-Club
‘hree  ballona - caboteurs . (“consters™
held captive by stout ropes) . were
at  their dispogal, and in . them
the  correspondents  amd  reporters

were able to make their ohservations
amd to take nntes of the beginning of the
rice while galiantly bobbing sbout, far
plove the heads of ordinary spectators,
Next day the telegrams begun coming
in. Tt was at onvee seen that eVeFy One
ot the eampetitors had wade an unusual
vovage, When it was leamned that M.
alsan Lad descended at Opoiehka, Jin
. And st the Comte de la Vaulx
bod, for the ~mcomd tine within a fort-
ahts fullen in the Czar's Jomain, great
wis the juy ameng the thyang in the
Aero-Club lLradquarters at the palatial
clnbhense of the  Aatomobile  Muib - of
Paria. The offivial reecord of the trip
was made up as follaws:— . -~

“Pelow we mw the ‘Centaure but a
Jittly ahend of o2 "

Firsi—M. T Comte Henry de la Vaulx,
demcending after 35 bours and 45 min-
ntes of voyage, st Korortibeff, m Rom-
simy travelled & bird'sflight distance
of 1923 kijomeires 1,193 males) from -
the pomt of deparinre. Maximem alti
Lude, 5700 metres (18,810 feet}.

Secowd — M. Jacques Bakan, demcend-
ing zmear Rodom, im Rawnia, after 27
touri smd 23 minutes of wayage; tra-
velled & Bird's-flighl dniases of 1,380
kifometern {842 miten) from the poiat of
fdeparture. Maximura alitade, 6,540

(21,582 fert), -
M. Godard gave & most praphic macra.

tive of this extraordinary race through

the air over most of ihe mairland of

Iiarope,

*During the night we were hovy trying

in kerp our euilibrium, going meither

iro high mor too low, and wondering
where our rivala were, At seven o'clock
next nminrning we were over {(ublentz,
nnd bad already made 500 kilometres.
At eight o'clock the influcnoce of thy
Laight morming wun upon the yolume. of
gos in our big ballgom cartied da very

quiekly to 8 height of over 4,000 metres,
A few scconds Jaler we wers delighted
te might the "Centaure® dut u litile
ahemd of us, and romsing in 4 courne
parallel to gurs. This was & race, indeed,
AH day we were able to travel together,
el of us undergoing, in proportion to
onr volume of gup, the alternationas of
dilafatior and condensation, [Little

' clouds, maaking the sum, ipstantly re-

duced the volume of cur spheres and
compelled we to throw ever ballast.
When the sun eame out agaim it warmed
1ihe great balls of gwus, and so wdded to
ibe wvolume by dilstation that several
times we were compelled to Jet sut gas
in order to escape rising 1o & dangerous
altitude, Yate in the afterncen both
Ialloons had rieen to between 6,000 and
7,000 metres, which was guite as high aa
ary of us cared to go. Before we de-
seended to & lower level we ssw the
‘Centaure’ far below us, manipulating ita
guide-rope along the surface of the earth,
Huddenly our rival shot upward rapidiy,
and we Baw no moare of bim. We were
now in the neighbeurbood of Breslauw
nr -Posen, and we were made very sad
hy the disappearance of enr ballaat, of
which only about ninety kilon remsined.
Night was coming sgain, but we were
determined to atay atoat as lomg as
poesible. As we passed over the (Jer-
man-Russian frontier four shots were
fired ab w8, probably by eustoms inspee-
tors who thonght we might be rmug-
gling. We heard the whistle of -the
huliets, but, fortunately, .the ‘Haint
Lawia” was not hik. Just before dark
we were making splendid speed; enr in-
strument showed seveniy kilometres per
howr, due east, We asighed for more
Laflast. But now, behind ws, we cowld
sce A tempest forming, with lightning
and thunder. We had only thirty kiloes
of Ballast teft, and # the raim vhonld
overtake ua our ballaon would absorh
thrice that weight of water, and we
«iould be carried down tn earth whe-
fher we wished ot not, and prokably in
the most awkward of spots. We had
u> desire to deseend in a jorext, and an
wo begun spying out, an . best we eould
w the gathering storm, a clear spare im
vhich to alight. Ome appearcd just be-
lind a forest. M. Baisan pulled the
valve rope, and despite the violenee of
tiie wind the '‘Saint Lonis® came to the
pround  pently and with only five
metres of dragging.  Heme peasants
vame Timbing up, and we aent one of
tiwm for a wagon, while the ethers aided
ut in emptying the balloon of the Temain-
rar—only 1,300 or 1,400 metres enbe
were Jeft out of the 5000 with which
we started—and by midnight we had
aveival nt a village.  We wore given
milk and Wack bread to eat. and a hay-
luft to sleep in, Next morning early,
a good-natared gendarme rouserd ws with
the explanation that, as we had no
passports, he was compelled to c:cott us
to the police authorities im a nearhy
town. The police, amiable but firm, de-
¢lined to let ue go without erders from
their nupepiors; and it was nime e'vlovk
that night befere the telegraph brought
permibsion for ua to return to Paris”
¥oven more interesting is the story
wltich the winner has te teil. Much
of the narrutive is found in the log-
Lok of the “Uentaure”—and quite a
rovelty is the lop of thiy ship sailing
within and above the clowds. In it the
akipper eonfesaes that his eruft was filled
wiith 1,400 meters of bydregen and only
200 meters of ‘Hluminating gas. At the
start it lifted a total weight of 1485
Lilograms, thua apportioned: VWeight of
lalloon, ear, and appurtenaneen. 540
kiloa: passengers’ weight, 145 kilos;
wright of insdruments and oxygen tubes
{ihe laiter for the respiration of the
{ravellera at preat aRtitudeny, 40 Xilos;
sand hallaat, 775 kilos; bellast im pro-
visiond, 25 kilow, At 7206 pm. the log
containa this entry: “Fine night—med
sixth sack of ballast™ At 820: 1,500
metren altitude: couse EN.E. We are
ahove the fop.” At 8.30: “We have
finished dimmner. A balloon r foHewing
ua At 0.10: “1,600 meterm; good
equilthrinm, Over large eity.” At
ridnight: “Passed to pouth of pomds of

Bairon” At 12.10 a.m.: “Fraversinp the
Ardennes (anal” At 1.40: “Little in.
habited conntry” At 215: “The fog

migt forming rapidfly; we, mrunting with
it, mees ths earth no more™” At 3.20:
“Thick mist all around us, TUwed eighth
sack.” .

A note sayt: “We are In & mountuin-
ong ¢ountry, Barvarla, without douhti”
The entry ends with & mark of inter-
rogation, nevertheleas. ““This™ ‘eald da
Ja Vaulx, drscanting upon the joys of
baTlooning, “is the charm of the whole
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thing,” The ballaonist Deromen sl eth
plorer, Say you sewm ~ young man whe
would like to yeafl & i!tﬂe; you wang
adventures; yom wamt to penetrate the
uokmown. Bui yom are tied down at
Lumie by family, business, what-nof.
Well, you itake to Ballooning. At ncon
you have Junebeon with your fumily. At
iws s'cleck you sacend. Fifteem min-:
ules lnter you are no lenger & cowmans
place denizen of the easy-peing sowm -
you are an adventurer mio the wne
known, an explorer #s surely as any wha
nielt i Adrica or freeze in the Arsbie.
Yov do viot know any too well wherr you
are at any givew moment, and asg for
knowing where you are guing or when
you are to get there, why, that s all
a puesw, FSee how amusing it may bel
It ia principally chance and the winds,
et you have something te say about
it, too—something depends uwpoh you,
your zkill, your nerve, your wisdom,
¥our experience, You must choose
where te scek your cquilibrium, whether
to send low or wemmt high, whether to
mount akove the ekowds, and suffer with
the ¢uld, Rind e eompellcd te breathe
exygen frem your tubes, sr te cling by
your guide-rops fw the earth. Then,
when you decide te come down, it is
seally joily ie speewlate upom what coun-
try it may chamce to be, whet lan-
ghage the proples peak there, and how
they will receive yom. There is also
2 bLit of eurieaity as t6 what sort of
pracks the wind may plav with youm
wher vou first temck the earth, whether
it will sufler yom to drop gently upen
ber bosom, & angrily drag you along
fzom hnvh #o stone, and from stone td
forest, ferwe, field. burn, or eharch. Ah,
there s mothing like the zest thut comes
of thia umcertainty!™

Thin mad race through the, clonds con-
tined all dar. The two ships of the
air were fiving, weck and neck, over
fputhern Germany and Bohemin, In
the earlv morning the rivals began a
acvien of eowmpetitive manocuvres—the
yachtsmaanskip o fthe atmospherie occun,
When the “Centaure™ threw out ballast
am! fnse ahove the mistchnwds, the
“Saimt Lowis" folawed snit. When tha
“eUntaure”? Tet owt a lttle gas and
descended  meaTer earth, the “Saint
Fouis™ last ne time m exeenting a simi-
Iar movement. Ro mear together weras
the rrocers ot one moment, that de lg

* We took alternate watches of a quartemm



