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- Paris and the Parisites

By BAMUEL G. BLYTHE, in “Evsrybody's Magazine™

T T Paris, you know, Yo Gay Pares. It
Is where wa go to be wicked, ob, wicked
3 the dickens; whete wa get expericnes
ot “life™ that we go home and talk
sbout ever afterward. Wickedness that
bas not the Parisian brand is merely
pale, inofflensive ein, but the Paria kind,
abh—1 : .

" Likewise, Paria ia the best advertised

' . thoaicipality in the ‘world, IPeople have

been writing about it ever since Mir, J.

Caesar came sloug and added the three

parts of Gaul to Lis imperial estates,

writing about it, and throwing side-
lights on the forbiddem things ove can
do there and still maintaia & respectabie
standing in society, beenuse what ia for-
bidden elsewhbere is forgotten in Paris.
They show you the island where Lutetia,
the original Paris, was, and yoan are
guite sure that in those davs the un-
fortunate Frenchman who lired out in
the woods used to wink knowingly and
nod wirely when Luietia was the subjeet
of a talk and say: “It is duil here. but up
at Lotetia is where one can have his
fling.” And they probably went into

Lutetia in those days to have that fling,

when they had aeccumulated the price,

just as everybody mnowsdays goes to

Paris to be devilish and debonair, and as

recklesa gs can be iinagined; to be wick-

rd, in fine, for Paris, 28 we have all read,

s the wickedest place on earth, and

the most fun. N :
There are a grest many things i see

im Paris that are worth seeing, picturey,

twildings, -statves, palaces, avenues,

beulevards, churciies, and al: that, and
mmoat Lourists see most of them, at least.

* "Mat when night comes, and the lights ara
Iit, the centuries of Press noticea begin
to have their effeet. Ft is Paris, you
kmow, and the omly way to see Pariy
i 40 see the real Puris, after dark, with
af] its glories, its glitter, and ita gleam.
What would they thick baock homet
ush, You are not back bome. ¥You are
in Paris, a Parisian for the time being,
and, hesides, what's the. use of coming
10 Paris if you are only going te tramp
through the Lowvre until your brain gets
numb wondering when the old masters
had any tima to-eat and sleep—they
minted &0 - many picturea—and oiner
things - like that? Musi a visitor to
Paris be confined to art-galleries and
wald churehes and to sitting in the cafea
and érinking coffee and watching other
Rourists sitting in the cafes and drink-

. ing coffee? Certainly mot! You know
what you want and you go out to get it.
Everybody goes aleng; even mamma goes

go some—ouly mome—of the places, mlt’

drembly witlr excitement and shivery
with apprehension., Oh, such sightsl the
Tegular tonrist sighta: Maxim's, and the
Bal Tabarin, and the Moulin Rouge, the
thbbaye, the Dead Rut, the cabarets, and
all the xrest ~of it-—wicked, ~wicked,
wicked, = -

Then, when you have looked it all
over, and thaught about it in the morn-
ing—or in the mornings, if you go more

than once, as you will—yon begin to

hove a dim suapicion that perhapa—it is
juat, possible—it wasn't so tremendoualy

wicked nfter all. It may evea be thai -

FHEY ARK THE

wickednexs is one of the ntaples of Paris,
nold to the tourist at so much a thril,
large supply comatantly in stock, war-
ranted up-to-date, but as wrtificial as
most of the diamond necklaces you saw,

Well, brethrer ot ene Great Associa-
tion of the Btung in Paris, that iw evact-
Iy  what it is. The Freachman is =
ahrewd and gresping peraon. He will
steuth a franc for hours and hours. He
is not unmindful that the vast literature
about Gay Pares has had its eflect upon
the strange beings who come from other
parts of the world padded with money,
and e makes FParee gay and gets the
uphuolstery. The wickedness the tourists
Ti-h 50 avidly to ses is carefully planned
and laid out for these tourists by the
foot .1ule and chromatic scale. It s

statistical, rectanguiar, blue print, speci-

ficd abandon, for so much per.

Draw a circle a mile or s0 in diameter
around the ecentra of Paris and there you
hare it all, practically; or, at least, ail
the gaiety the average visitor ever mees,
and more. Outside of this circle is a
big, provincial eity, filled with people
wha get up early in the moruing, lubour

-~ all day and until late at night, and

get np next day and do it all over again,
They are hard driven, poorly paid, and
lave as liitle fun as any met of work-
iug people om earth. 1f ome wants to
dispossess himgelf of the idea that all
Parisians are gay, !a-la-la people, it is
only mceessary to go to the Central
Market any morning early mnd oiserve
the toil and the fruits of toil one may
pee there, the thousands of slaving men
and womea who buy and sell all sorts
pf market supplies. They work every

_minute, at ths hardest kind of labour,

and it is a0 | im the _ shopd
and the factories and elsewhere. They
ars very far from Dbeing & joyous

and care-free people. For the most

part, they seem to be posaeased with.

the idea that unless they are constanily
busy they will nok have enough ta buy
bread and eleap wine with; apd they
probably wilt net. .

Tuside the circle, there is & perfect
organisaiion for the aequirement of tour-
ist money. Krowing that the tourista
want to be wicked when they pmet to

. Paris, the I'arisians have provided ample

opportunity, purely as business enter-
prigses.  This core of Puris i4 no more
the real Paris than the Teuderloin is
the real New York, but it posases for

that with moat people wha go there, vnd -

the . provident French, baving methodi-
cal minds, notwithstanding their artistic
tendencics, put on their shows, colleet
their tolls, and consider it sll in the
day's werk. It is sa mathemabical as
the muitiplication tabls. Ardent, im-
pulsive, artistic, volatile, mereurial Ya-
risians! , Yes, all of that, but they lust
for that foreign gold with a rapacious
last, and for the sake of it will show
you anything you want to be shown.
A Frenchman i greedier for money than
even an Eoglishman.  An Englishman
will cheat you out of an extra shilling
in the pound and congratulnie himself;
he might even deign to beat you out of
a sixpence; but if a Freachman cannot

GRFEATEST ARTISTS AT TUHE DEFERENTIAL PHRARR
- AND THR OBSEQUIOUS BOW. '

- core.

take away from you ilirgally a frame
or two, ke will certainly cheat you out
:ifdso l;:ulll..: sum &s ten #ous mod tun-

er # dona a etruke of
buyiness, good

He's thrifty, too. He can get money
from loose-fingnred Americans in the
most adroit manner, but when he gets
it, it haa varished, mostly trom circula-
tion. It makes w Freachman yell with
pain fo spend a frane.  He is not prodi-
i, to throw sawny his subutance. Ha
buys his plessures cheaply. He is the
only person ot eatth who can sit in
the same seat in & eafe from four o'ctock
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do aot print their prices even now, bat
most of the do; so when u dinner ia
ordered there is & clunce that the diner
will know within Qfteen or twenty frirics
of what the tolal will be.  OF course,
it will be impossible for him, & traveller,
to know exactly befors the wsiter pre-
senls the bill, for he cannot figure in
the service charges and how muchk the
butter and bread coat. Nor wili he
ever know, until he finds i} on the bill,
just what some of the distinguished fuod
purveyors churge for “satisfuction.” That
may be fonr fraoce or cight franes, or
whatever the host thinks you shuuld

THEY CGOT TOGETHER AT VARIOUS PLACES IN THE QI'ARTER, AND
WERE PAINSTAKINGLY DEVIL-MAY-CARE,

in the afternoon unti!- midnight, and
have a flne time writing letters on paper
the cafe furnishes to him for nothing,
consuming the whole four cents' worth
of gooseberry syrup and wuter. He
looks with astonishment at the strange
fulks from other countries who think
nothing of scuttering a louis or two
abont in & night, He cannot compte-
hend them.  Aill he can do is to try to
get some of the clange.

Presumably there are hetels tn Paria
whers travellers from other parts of
France—Frenchmen—stop,  Apparently,
onty Lourista stay at the hotels in the
These are conducted fur tourists,
aud priced for lourists, anmd they milk
the tourists until the rereams of rage
drown the rattle of the cala. - Alsy,
there are pleaty of places where people
can atay for suall sems—if they want
to; but the lotels in the eerntre of the
city are not aperated for that elnss of
trade. The Parix lotelkeeper in the
centre liad Tut one definite object in
view, which is to get all the money he
can, as quickly as he cou—to taks it all
at once, for e knows nebody will 5t,op
with hin & second time.

One opportunity for extortion that
ths Ameriran influx has done away with,
in a great mieasure, is the menu card
with no prices on it.  Some of the cafes

pay him for the privilege af spending
¥your money in hia place.

. The Latia Quarter is not what it oors
waa. There ig authority for that state-
ment. Any person who has been twa
consecutive weeka in Paris will telt you
so with sobs. The lamontations of thoss
who lLiave been thers nix months are
henrt-rending when they relate the same
sorrowful story. Tt secma to be o per-
sannl grief, some Lereavement that has
sadilenad them for life. I don't know
why, for the Latin Quarter seemed to e
doing bnsiness when [ was there. At any
rate, there were droves of students, or
persans [ took to be students, with funny
whiskers and long haic and Howing ties,
and they got togethes at various places
in the Quarter and drank beer or wine
and sang songs &nd were guite studiously
and poainstakiogly devit-may-care. And [
went to one of their balia, ~ It was most
preconceivedly riotous. Everybody seemed|
to have a particular bit of wivked
nesa—to do, and everyone did his or her
part at the right time and with all the
outward symptemna of guato. “o far as
I caa learn, the studeats do what they
please. If they ever did more ihan thnt,
then the Quarter bas deteriorated. The
trouble is, probmbly, that the perscas wha
thiok it i3 oot so gay and care-free 23 it
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