Music and Drama

William Anderson’s Dramatic Compiny
ppensd ot His Majesty’s Theatre on Mon-
day night with “The Sguuiters Dangh-
ter.”. The picce has leen well patron-
ised, nnd showa ihe popularity ‘of sensa-
tional melodrama, '
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The Searlet Troubadonura opened their
"Auckland searon gn-Monday night to a
farpe oudicnce.  The cutertainment iy
tiight awd refined, and much of ihe
singing s oxcellent, Indeed, the popu-
larity of the compuny during their Auck-
Jand visit was axsured from the outset.
#The Bong of the Surolling Players” prac-.
tieally serves the purpose of introducing
performance and performers, each mem-
ber of the company advencing and sing-
ing & few lara of & merry vefrain. This
wap suceseded by am amusing duet,
“Fallow On,” and Mr. Fred. Waltham’
then gave “Vhe Hopg of the Anvil” He
has a fine basy voice, which he uses well
Mira Cortrnde Purker's solo was pretiily’
gung, and its effecliveuess was height-
eneid, by Lhe imitation of the fireflies
duncicg about in ike rear of the stage.
The exhibition of exuggerated afection
by Miss Maud Yore and Mr, Sydney
Mannering in tdieir duet, “Our Canadinn’
Canoe,” was intensely asuusing. Mr. Al
frod Cunoinghaons  sipging  of “The
Toreador’s Hong” ix worthy of pralse.
He has a fine barilont voice of con-
piderable compnss. Mr. Edgar Warwick
eaueed greal merriment with lis vorious
coniributions.  In the second poart &
ghort nautical sketeh was given, and
rrveral good songs  weTe introduced.
The senson ends on Snturday night, and
the combination will doubtless prove a
strong attraction during the week.
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Harry Lander denies that he is to gut
[£1000 o weel for his Awmerican tour.
After Indemnifying the theatres with
which he huad to break engagemenals in
Biritain, he asserts that Lhere will be very
Litfle left for himscl. To a “Clronicle”
wnan he said: 1 assure you that with
Ake indemnity T live to pay at Glasgow,
I hare not got a fat thing at all. My
real object is Lo Familiarise mysclf with
the people and tha towas of the United
Btates and Cnnada, and if I can do that
Ahis year I shall hope to go again and
catel on’s  En ihis comnectiom it i3 in-
tercating to Teenll that during the musie-
hafl atriice that occurred in Leadon the
winter before laal lista were published
o what purported to bLe the salaries
exrned by tlhe most popular artists about
what time in London, nothing heing eaid
wbout the provinees, where the stars as a
sule &re much betior paid for a single
turn. According to the lisls, Mr. Harry
Liauder, Mr. Cleorge Robey, Mr. Wilkie
Bard, rad Misz Maric Lloyd received
£120 & weelk cach, to cover perfaormances
at £wo or three halls each night, Little
Tich was put down at €150. Thess were
nmong ihe highest-salaries paid at that
time to individual nrtists. In Ameria,

Miss Marie Liloyd, Miss Vesta Victoria,

aad others have recently earned four
timen their Londoa salaries, and Miss
Vorta Tilley when last over there must
Yava drawn nearly as muoch ows Mr
Lmuder is to be paid.
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‘A corvespondent writes: Y“After read-

iog in yoar column ot Satualny’s issue,

¥e the reported approncihung marziage of
Miss Blaria  Sludholme, eome contro-
versy bas nrisen om the snhject, and if
you conld anawer Lhe following question
wo should e very grateful: Is Marla
Studhiohne the mother of the
dlisces Uheflia and Zena Dare of poest-
card fome”  Marie  Studhohue, whe
wak just 33 Inat Keptember, could searce-
Iy be 1lit nother of the'sisters Dara, Zena
tiwlng 21 lust February and Miss Phyllis
eghteer on  the Afteenth of last
‘August, The Dare aisters afe the daugh-
Itars of Ar. Arthnr Dones, Judge’s asnint:
amt, and were eduealed with extrero crre
in » coovent achool in Prussels, but
appeared at warious timeg on the atage
from n very carly apge, bLolh showing
extranrdinary gracs  and  precocious
talsut Miss Studlholne did nok sppear

An the Hoards titl 1892, and achieved her

first success when understudying Letty

Lind. Bhe took that artisi’s parts

in “The Artist’s Model,” in 1845, “The

Geivha” 1806, and “The Greek Slave”

1908. : . .
o

- Mr. J. M. Barric's new play, produced
in London last month, and hailed by the
critics a3 & great success, is entitled
“What Lvery Woman Knowa"”  What
she knows, according to Barrie, iz that
men are meroly big balies, who want wo-
men to look after Lhem, In this play, in
pressing home his subtle lessons, he is
just as audacions and whimsical as ever,
uctually making fun—who ‘will believe
it'*—of Srotland and Scotchmen.
Henry DBernstein, the author of "The
Thief,” in which play DMliss Margaret
Anglin will be seen in New Zealand, hna
written anather atriking play eatitled-
'anlnson.” . . -
&=
+ 1t is not gemerally known that soma
veats ago & Mr. L. O. Armstrong, of
Montreal, realising the wonderful possi-
bilities of “Hiawatha™ as a drama, had
it translated into thé Ojibway language
and dramatised. It was first preduced
at Deabarats, in Lhe heart of the Ujib-
way country, for the edilication of Miss
Alice  Longfellow, the poet's grand-
duughter. "Then it was thrown open to.
{he pablie, Lut the place was too far
eway for the average tourist, and for
several years it has been played at Ya-
Way-Ga-Mug, which in ordinary English
mesns Pound Iake, near Petosky, Michi-
gan, where & large number of tourlsts
see it played every year.

A 8

ftome of the most intercsting experi-
ences of Mr., Frank Thornton in his
profassional oareer were those ot the
“avoy, where he was for seven years,
and understudy fo Mr. George Gros-
smith. As these were tle days of ihe,
Grilbert and Sullivan partnerslip. he had
tie opportunity ef sceing how the dis-
tinguiszhed cellaborators produced their
pieces——the. interest they took in every
detail, and how Gilbert clheerfully gave
way to Bullivan, or Sullivan to Gilbert,
when it became necessary to cut from
the dialogue or the munsic for greater
effeciiveness, It was Gilbert’s practice
10 arrange his ¢haracters on a cardboard
atnge, each person in a scene being re-
presented by a pieca of cork ticketed
with the name. With the assistance of
these mimie figures, he was alle to plan
out whole scenes beforchand, so that
when lhie came down to direet rehearaal
Lhe kunew exactly whaé he wanted—a
tremendous saving of time fo singers
and everybody else. One of Mr. Thorn-
tou's treasured pessessions is a diRmond
ving given Lim by Mr, Doyly Carte, en-
graved “lolanthe, Savoy Theatre, Novem-
ber 25, 1882." Mr. Thornton played ihe
original Major Murgatroyd in “Paticnce,”
and was the Lord Chaoccllor ‘when “fo-
lanthe'” weat on tour in the provinees.

Nr. Tom MeNaughlion, wmarager for
Misd Alice Lieyd, states that she is leav-
ing for New York on Saturday to appear
at the New York Theatre, Broadway, at
a salary of £500 a week, “Lha largest
ever puid an Englishh mueic-hall artiste
in usical comedy.” Tus comtract is for:
forty-two weeks a year for two years,'
a rccord contract for either ¥ngland or | -
America., - -
. . oS -

You ran no more hope to comprehend
Mr, Ehaw in ene perforanance than you
cur hepe {o  grasp  the "Origin of |
Speeien,” or the “Paxilma of David after
{hiee hours” reading.—“New Age”

- .

*“I auppnse you romelimes shed real
icoary at the theatra?” said- the admirer.-
“E am tempted to,” answered Mr. Btorm-
inglon Barnes, “when I look over the
Liox-eflice atutemnent,”
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The much-heralded play vy Jorome K.
Jderome, “1M:c Passing of the Third Floor
Dack,” wae produced early in Beptember
st the 5t Jamos's Thealre, London, and
Lids fair to be & great Ruccess. The play,
ws were told, was to hs & dramatio ans-
wer to the gqueation “If Clrist came ta

Londen,” and many people expected m
play that would raise & storm of proteat
fronm relizious peopls, DBut as thiogs
turn out there is mothing im Mr. Jarome's
piece to cause any religious dal

¢ The. Weckly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for October 28, 1908

elon, xpudinl haviag stripped and dom-
ned a bathing costume, in the presence ol
medical gnd police experts, in the Circus
Busch, ¢lose by. Houdini relates that he
felt o t of mRxiety when i

whatever, Ome need mot discuss any
question of raverense or irreverence,
either of which might have beon so re-
grettably exploited. The wheole thing is
jusi a plain man’a sermon puat plainly on
the stape, whilst so far as the impersona-
tion of the actunl Christ is concerned,

it may be said at once that Mr. Forbes -
Raobertson repregenta no more than s

vaguely-drawn, kindly  stranger
typifies Christ's touching.
amore attempt to embody Clrist than in
the case of & minister of any dénomina-
tion,  The cloths ars ordinary modern
¢lothes., The face is the face of Mr.
Forkes Rolertson, ‘and the words are

who

simple  English.
P . < N I

. Mr. {icorge Callender, the much-ira-
veiled manager of the weli-known Hel:
lers Company;--ig completing wrrange:
ments for o tour of the Dominion of
this elever organisation, The tour opens
8t the Wellington Royal on Saturdayy
the 31lst inst. Mr. Callender informs
me that his company haa a “Dasket” ‘of
novelties absolutely new to New Zea-

Lind. .
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Kew York periodiraily haa n musie’

hall artistes” popularity competition, for

{he winners of . which ~the most,
popular lady veceives a gold medal.
The last competition was won by Irene
Franklin, who “starred” throngh Now
Zasland under the Dix vaudeville man-"
ngement, and wis billed with the prefix
CDainty” . .

P

““Pheatrical “paper” Las act Parialan’

‘theatre inanagers aad managercsses by

the enxs. The Kociely of Authors lns
drawn up an sgreement by which the
directors who sign it biud themaselves to
ive no more free neals, except to eritica

g
on first nights and o a small number

of persons, whose names are to be put
down on a special free list. Mk sevenr
ManAgers OF INANAZETESSCE refuse tp sign
the agreement, and are at loggerheads in
consequence with their colleagues who
have signed it and with the Society of
Authors. The dissentients include Mmes.
darah Bernhardt and Rejane and M.
Antoine, director of the Odeon. “Why,"”
aska Sarah, “should I not be allowed to
invite whom I choose lo my theatre?
Iz uot my theatre my hounse; and by
what right can outsiders meddle with the’
arrangements of my house and the Hat
of my guests? Whatever happens, I will
eontinue to snit myself, and my outhors
will ask whom they like to their plays.
\Whatever the syndicata of managers may
decide, my friends will always be wel-
come in my ‘theatre .graciously <of-
ciude the imperions Sarnh.
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" Another blow to the professionat!, Gab-
rirle 1¥Annunzio, whe has gained some-
thing of A name for eccenbricity in addi-
tion to his deservedly preat yeputation’
as & poct, intends to wrile a series ot
woarks in semi-dramatic form, to Lo re-
cited simultancously with the showing of
the mebion by means of rinemstograph-
filmg. He declaves that the cinemato-
graph has b great future before it as an
educatire influence, and he is conyinced
tuet by - its means he will Da alle to
reach a far larger public than s attain.
glle- through the medium of literaturs
pure awd simple. | DMoreover, he hopes
that the cinematograph will ennble hina

to realise inaginative cflects which would .

ba guite impossible in the thealve.
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The pullic passing alomg the bridga
over the Spree, adjarent to ithe Berlin
Bourse, were surpriacd ab secing a wman,
apparently unclothed, mad in felters, get-
{iug out of & closed rab, climbing the
parapet of the bridge, and throwing him-
solf jnto the water 50 foab below,
a lapse of 30 weconds ‘he rose to the
surface, with a Eriwmphont ammile om his
faco, and holding aloft the fetters wilh
which Le Lad previously boen bound, It
turncd out that Lhe man fs su Amerlenn
=arttat,” nomer Harry Moudiml, dubbed

the “King of Tscapers,” whose speciality

it is, Ly the extraordiamry adaplability
of Lis muscular sysiem, te fres himeelf
from locked chains bound over his nnck,
ayma pnd wrists, the last being padlocksd
DLehind his back. The performance was
carcfully plaoned usder police pormis-

" ; . New. Brizhton Tower, ab
There is no-
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ing hirasel from the fsitera at the boi-
tom of the river, as the mud was thicker
aad slimier than he had aaticipated

.

“Mischa Elnan, who haa been engaged
for & tonr of the Commonwealth and
New Zealand, was playing in thé English
proviores, last monih,  In a concert ab
the end of
August, he played the Mendelsschn Con-
certo, - Says the “Alusical Btandard”:
“The playing of the . famous Russinn
youth bai gained both ~breadih and
depth; and e caresses ‘hiz instmmeat
artib evident -afiection, and at the same
time does not lesitate fo demand of its
slrinm a spacions volnine of tone, Iia
icner playing in the courss of the slow
movement was very fine, and a3 regards
intonation and velocity of wrist action,
Elmao has no superior and few equals

" Our Sydney correspondént’ writes that
Mr. Perey Grainger, . the well-known
pianist, now in Sydney with tha company
which iz headed by the distinguished con-
tralto, Madame Ada Croasley, is {hinking
of collecting Maoti songs during his visi€
io New Zealand, and making a permaneat
record of them, He nas done a gread
deal in .coliecting the folk-songs of
England, nsing a phonograph for the pur-
pose, while travelling abowt amongst the
peasacts of Lincolnshive, where thers are
some noted folksingers. The task of
collecting  these -was -not difficult, of
course, for the people had merely to sing
into the phonograph; but the hard work
came afterwards, when the aounds were
to be committed to paper in.-the form
of muasicnl notation. However, Mr. Grain-
ger has compiled & lot of information
about these songs, aud has published the
scores, wiilst the phonograph records
are now on the market in Eagland. If
will be extremecly interesting if he does
sowmething of the same kind for the Maori
songa, The legends and folk-lore of the
Maori prople have been collested by Ine
dustrious workers; but so far a3 is
Lknown there is no permancat record of
their songs.
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