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wenlthier clames bave served to reconcile
them Lo & Uovernment whose flacal
pollcy han filled the streets with armies
of ihe bowelesn and unied. There I
litile doubt that the next general elee.
tlon wilj fes the return to power of =
parly pledged Lo veforn In Lhin reepedt.
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The full text of the Lawbelth Enoy-
¢lival Letter fa now to hand, and will
eause disappoininient to many whe look-
#d for & more definlte pronouncement
en rams of Lhe coutroverted queations
of the day. The document is bulky
enough, there being over 10,000 worde,
but it conlaine little of & practieal na-
ture. The bishopa atirm thelr faith
n the hisiorle facis staled In the ereeds.
That was only 1o be expeeted, But men
want guidance on such suhjects an tha
natute of inzplration, the relation of
Chrirtinmity to other vetigions, the mean-
ing of the Fall snd the Atoncment, and
many other dittieultien  that present
ihemaclves to thoughtful laymen, Mem-
bers of the ('.‘hureﬁ are aleo urged to
rerognisa the moral respomibility in-
volved in their investments as regards
tha sociul effcet of any enterprise, and
the trealment of persons employed, Bub
how s thin Lo be done? A broker buym
for hin clicnt, may, Anglo-Argentine
tram debrntures. How can the client
know whether all the people employed
arc properly treated? Of course it ia
the duty of all right-minded men to sca
that they do not invest in any business
that exiats by aweating, but it ia searce-
1y possible ta personnlly examine the
working of ail companies in which one
fuveats,  That being so, the advice .
voury of platitude.
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But in repmd Lo diverce, the Letter
In even mora un<atisfactory, By 87 to
84 the bishops decided that the iuno-
eent party to a diverce miay not be re-
married by the Clurch, This runs coun-
ter to all popular feeling on the sub-
ject, ond it is also oppozed to the de-
clared opinion of many leading divines,
The narrow wargin by which the reaclu-
tion wag garvicd sbhows how wuch f-
clesimsiivs thewselves are divided on the
matier. As vegards marriages with de-
ceased wives' sisters, the Lishops gave
no definite pmidanee. This is especially
tn be regreited. 1t was wmore than any-
thing else the one subjeet on which
we looked for a plain starement. They
ure so1ry, but, to use their own words,
“ithey have left withont an adeguate or
genoral declaration of judgment the diff-
eutty which has been eonstituted for the
Church of England by recent legislation
eonrerning marxiago with s deceased

- wife's sister.”
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Un the all imporlant point of Chris-
tian re-union, the Conlerence is eingu-
Inaly reticent. Re-uuion with the Greek
Church s dealt with, but that ia not &
veay practival matter. What wo want
in see i3 somie working basis by which
all the great evangelical churches ean ba
brought together. The natioual ehurch
saould be the ehureh of the nation, and
strength can only Jie in union. " The pre-
went etate of things leade fo loss of
yower, ant to &n immente waste of boil
meney and  cnergr. Four sepatate
Enillings are often erected in small
ylsces, cach aticnded by only & haudiul
of warshippers, and ministered to by
201 - half-starved persine who ride up
on four half-starved ponica.  And all
for whait Thet each comunnity may
keep itz own shibboleth white the cauca
of real relizionm s left 1o perish. We
wont the widest possible basie, the
widest possible latitude for differences
of opinion, What better basis could we
have than that for which we pray when
we say: “And grant that all they that
da confess thy holy Nawe may aprse
in the truth »f thy holy Word, and live
n unity, and godly lave”
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The labour travbles at Home aeem
Yo be 2z arute ox ever. The truth is
that work is slack, rlocks have accumn-
tated far in exeren of requiremests, and
ewing to trale disputes many large or-
dere have bern placed abrand. Not a few
employera woald welcome n wirike, as
they could then get rid of their overs
socumulatica of stock, and many firma
sre conducting onerations at a Jose. The
Furnens-Willly Engineering Co. threat-
s to close its shipbuilliog breneh at
Hartleprel; mort of the big cotton mills
are anxious to close for a time In order
Lo reduem their atocke, and though the
strike of engineers enguged im the sbip

building trade s virtoally over, yot e
much work has gooe elsawhere in con-
sequence of the dispute that it iy doubt-
ful {f the trado lest will ever be re-
covered. Meanwkile, in all the great
citica processions of tenn of thowsands
of unewnployed parade the atreets, and
the Sociailsts openly preach reveolutlon.
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The great difficulty lies In the fact
that the worker does not - realise

that tho moat important thing for Iabour
s to pecure good markets for that which
labour produces, At present the manu-
facturers are overstocked, and could not
employ more hands if they wanled to.
Tha private employer has every bit as
miuch intereat an any State could have In
extending his businesa and opening up
new marketrs, Every corner of Lhe globa
Is ransacked by keen, puahing commier-
cinle in seaveh of cuatomers. The hemda
of Juvge firms are perpetusily enguged in
finding & male for the gaoda which their
workpeople produce. If the aupply i
greater than the demand it Is certainly
not through any fault of the employer in
neglecting to push his husiness, There-
fore, &tate control of all industries would
not touch the root of industrial trouble,
To produce a pieco of work in ong thing,
to gell it is another; and the State would
find it no easier than the private person
to secuve a permancent market, Indus.
trial disputes arnd strikea inteneify the
evil by driving trade out of the country,
Neither Sociulism nor State doles would
be of the slightest use in solving the
problem of the unemployed. They ara
unemployed becaura there is no miarket
for their productions. Mr. Asquith pro-
misea early legisdation on tha subject.
The only legislation that would do any
veal good would be & reform in the taritt
in the direction of granting proteetion to
Rritivh workerr and Brilish goods. But
we fear the English Premier docs not
eontemplate making any move in thia
diveetion.
o »

It is not easy for ue, living amid sg
much prosperity and in a land where the
general alandard of comfort is so high,
Lo rexlise the amount of poverty and
disiress at present eiisting at Home,
where the firet application formns for the
old age pension wers issued, over 50,000
people applied from the East End of Lon-
don alone, and most pathetic scenes were
witneased. It ia estimated that evem on
the coldest nighte the enly aleeping place
for more than 10,000 of London's poor ia
under the seats and arches of her bridges
snd other public places. Colone]l Seely,
When the first aplication lorms for the
Colonies, admits that nearly 9 per cent!
of the total working population are at
present unemployed, and the police have
Lad to wuse their batons to disperse
rowds wha Lave been made reckless by
hunger and wani, 'The depression in
trade is more widespread than has been
the case for mauny years past. Handd
sra being turned off daily by the big
manufactiuring firms, and there has been
an ajl-round rednction of wages, Thosa
who are in & position to judge predict
that this depression will not be confined
to the United Kingdom, but will spread
to the other parts of the Empire, Beeing
that England is the main purchaser of
our produce, financial piringency ot
Home ia bound to make itself felt here to
seme extent. It is wel Ithat we sheuld
Tamember this, and see to it that we do
not let any unwise demand for excessive
wagus jeopardise the siability and ex-
pansion of our industries. Not a little
of the preseat stagnation of British com-
merce is due to the atrikes and labour diz.
putes, which have driven trade away to
other countries and thrown thousands of
nten idle on the sireets, FEconomic low
ean be ag rothless and pitiless as Na-
ture’s laws when it i3 disrrgarded, and
not a few have found that in forcing
wages up beyond  their rightful level
they have killed the indusiry itself and
50 lost their all
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Musings @

Meditations

By Doa Tomy

SOCIALISM,

OCTALISM s & perfact boon to
people who are at a loss for con-
veraation, It fa far better than
the weather, it ia mora perennial
than prohiditien. 1t 1 so vague

that you can drag in mny other subjeet
under the sun as & side-issue.  The
only , definition of Soclwlinm that fita
overy case is that whatever you think,
it ia, it isn’t that.  If you may it means
nationalisation of tho land, you wlll be
told it means equality of opportumity.
If you say it implien the losa of faith,
you will be met with the etatement
that Christ waa the firet great socialist,
I you argue that Socialism fe Christian-
ity, you will be surprised to read that
religion g the great bar to tho spread-
ing of ita principles.  All this ia very
illtminating, and makes you feel you
kuow all about it. You can't argue
againat it, because whatever yon believe
it to ba you will always be told it Is
something quite different, You will
find, if you study the subject long
cnaugh, and widely encugh, that a vague
something ealled the state ia golng in
some wonderful way to redress all the
wrongs from which an equally vague
something called the people suffers. The
people are somctimes called the workers,
anmetimes the wage-earners, scmetimen
the toiling, teeming millions of our
land. The peoplo do not include any
wicked persons, such as baukers, merch-
ants, judges, dukes, farmers, bighape,
shopkeepera, shift Losses, bank clorks,
and similar monsters. There are the
enemics of the people, A farmer is
not & worker, however hard ha may
work. A worker is anyone who is
not content with his wages. To be con-
tent with your lot argues that you are
a slave, S0 much is tolernbly clesr,
Tha rest is equally simple when you
onee grasp it
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Al the land belongsh to the people;
not the pecple who bought it, or fought
for it, or worked for it, or tilted it,
or made it, These are the last pertens
on earth who have any claim to it. They
have stolen it from the masees, and the
masses aro going to take it Lack again,
The State is going to own it all. 'The
State has sold a good bit of it in times
past, and baving spent the money, it
now finds ount that it has been robbed,
When it sold the land, most of it was
in the rough, and the State did nod
realise kow much it wag worth, there-
fore, it is ounly right that the poor
dejuded State should bLe ellowed to take
it back again, now ihat the wicked
farmers have cleared it, and caltivated
it, and made it valuable, 'The land is
not to be paid for, why should it? A
gradnated tux js to be imposed by meana
of which the rehbers who bought it from
the guileless State in times past will
bhe cowpelled to disgorge thelr ilk-gotten
gaice. It im hoped that the present
owners will Bee things in a proper light,
aind iand over their etolen property with-
out making any fusa alous it.  If they
show any reluctance, they will be per-
surded Lill thew don't need parsuading
any miore. Evervbody will have an
equality of epportunity for doing some-
thing, or being something, not further
defined.  Weo ruppose for being a mere
vipher in the- State, ‘This in iteelf s &
dazzling prospect.  The greatest oppor-
tunity in life i the opportunity of being
Lorn of the most giited and the best
parenie. The State will give us &Il an
squal oppartunity in this reapect. How
it js going to do it is ita own secret.
Perhaps it morely means that bv dis-
couraging all competition we shall ali
have an oqual opportunity of rapidly
degenerating into  incompetence.  Wa
shall merely he asked to join the great
majority, 'The State will consist only
of pure, high-minded incorruptible men,
who will employ all their fellow-men at
» big wage, and there will ba no diseon-
tent, chiefly because there will be no
other boss o go to if you don't lka
the Htate sa boss. The great sailafro-

tion that exists at present amongst men
enployed in the railwey and postal ser-
wices in & striking proof of the blessings
of Government employ. Whoever heard
of & railway shunter or telegraph boy
who was not perfectly contented with
hislot? In thero a single case on yecord
of a man leaving Governmeut employ-
moent to either go on his own er to
work for a private firm?
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- There will be no wicked newspapers to

criticise the QGovernment, becausa the
State will own them all. There will bs
none of the pestilence  of free aspeech,
Everybody will be afraid to speak hia
wind for fear of losing his billet. Thum
we ahall have a beautiful harmony and
wanimity of mind. The following may
e token aa axioma, The worker ereatea
all wealth; therefore, the setller whe
siuyes from morm to eve to make his
place pay in not a worker. Competition
is fatal to progress; that js why the pri-
vately owned raitways in England are a9
immeasurably inferior to our own. The
shorter the houra of labour the more
wealth is produced; that » why people
who stick to their work are invariably
poor, AH men are equal; Socialists never
tiangree ; State oficers are naver corrupty
Mlnisters alwaye give the best posts to
the beat men, and never consider private
claims; the Jand belongs to everyone ex-
cept the man who hag paid for it. It you
eay that Socialism means -confiscation
of Jand and wealth, then it doesm't mean
it, and you don‘t understand the rudi-
ments of the game. And if vou say it
doesn’t mean these things, then it does
mean these things, and you are equally
ignorant, But one good thing Socialisnx
does do. As no one has the foggiest idea
what Socialism really is, and an every-
body is firmly convinced tkat he alone
baa grasped the true idea in ail its aweet
simplicity, it is an admirable subject
for newspaper corvespondence. It ian't
what you think it is, it is only what the
other fellow thinks it is. Bnt it & =
grand thing all the same, and is going to
make us wil kappy, and equal, and free,
and good, and clever all of a sudden, Tha
State is a true conjurer, amd, like all
masters of that eraft, it kecps the
methods by which it proposes to draw
halfcrowns and live rabbita and gold
watchea out of an empty lhat, s dead
seered locked up in ils own bosom, It is
likely to remain there,
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