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R R Y. DL K .
‘TThs’ formial opening of the Auckland
Bchool of Minea is an event of preat im-
portance to the whols Dominien, buk
more especially to the northern province
iwsell. Three-ditths of the gold exported
is produced in the Anckland district,
mrhich employs over 300 men In the In-
“gtry. Each of our hurge ecentres wiM
tAua specialise’ in -somp one branch of:
meadornivsd elucation—6 in  yoedis
cime, Canlbeshury in engineering, Welling-,
tow in Jaw, aed Auckland is mining and,
commeree. Mining more than imest pro-.
fesalons -Tequives a long and thorough
teaining. ‘Che work of w mine manager
iy mob only hard, bul therp i3 ahsolutely
no rooow for tha man who is oply moder
aiely efficient. The manager is either a
snecead or & fallure, and to be p suecess
he needs the best scientific pducation
that con bs oblained, The aim of all
modern wniversitiea ia to keep in touch
mith the industrial and eorsmercial life
o} the community, We want practical
mes able to make their way in the,
world, and the wague, indefinable some-
thiog calleg culture rightli finds but
little faveur in our eyes. Not to pro-’
dike @reamy scholars or thinkers, but to-
produce shrewrd, capable, pushing men’
of business oughi ke be tle object to’
which universities in a democraiis gom-
munity shorld devote their energies. The-
tAuckland Univeraity College, by speclal.
faing in mining and commerce, has taken
& atep in the right direction.
. o, . .
8iy Ilobert Btont, in Liy address at the
wpening of the School of Miges, rightly
jnsisted on the necessity of hard work if
an individual or nation ia to succeed. Bub
many think that there issk little need to
ch the goapel of work in an age as
:‘:::nuous nsggug own, and that the danger
rather Nies in the fact that we ellow our-
solves to littls real relaxation. Dr, Warre,
the famous headmaster of Etom, nnd an
old boating “blus™, has heen conirasting-
the sports and pastimes of the present
day with those of cartier times, He suya
t.he"‘are no longer joyous recrealtions, but
perious business, The spirit of the age
which fostered what he terms the "Olym.-
pis egony” haa swepi into its aet all
forms of amusement, The professional
elemont has given rise Lo Bpectacular per-
formances,- in which, the chiel interest
turns on the cash concermed in the issue.
Belf-advertisement and desirs for personal
distinction bhave supplanted esprit da
corpas. Dir. Warre made 3 fine use of the
Horatian phrase, that “the aoul should
kecp itself tempered from insolent ewul-
tation,™ iz reminding us that we should
pitive to bring into alt our games a chival-
rous -sense of honour that should io-
ptinctively tepudiate any unfnir advan-
tage or unfair method, snd so help o
build up s national character “sans peur -
el wans reproche”” How much this adyies
is meeded has been showm by the umseem-
iy aqunbhbles that took place over the de-
cisions of the judges in the recent Olym.:
pian ronteats, The true sportsman scorns
such things as betraying the epirit of the
“pot hunter,” and tha wlhola value of
athletica is gone when the chivalriy ot
the aportsman is replased by the mere
money-getling instinet of those whko, hy
way of distinction, nre pppulnr]y known
Ry “sporta,™ T _
. I B .

The Public . Works . stajement shovws
that it Is proposed to spend this
yoar £2,430,450 or £330,000 more than
last yaar. Of this sum £ 1279000 is to
ba devoted to rullways, and the balanos
ta various otler lLuproyemenmts. The
North ¢f Auckland lne, keaceforth (o
b knowe ms thy North Auvckland Main

nl Hne, i3 to Teceive BE0000; Eaws-
kpws pets balt that amount; Cisborns-

Rotorua hng been allotted £60,000. Con--
sidering that n quarter of s million bhas
to be set aside for the completion of
the Main Trunk, and that the Midland
nbsorhs  £150,000, these amounts must
be considered falrly matisfactory. = The'
Whangarel- Knwakawa line s especially .
important s ita completion i Rbsolutely.
indispensable to-the advance of . settlo-.
ment in the Northern Peninsula, Of.
equal ‘importance 9 the  Helenaville.
Northward lino. It Lax dragged olong.
for many weary yedrs, and It is to ba
hoped that now the Governinent is shows:
ing practical interest in the work no gon-
troversy over the precise route to be!
followed will' be allowed to delay its’
completion, - The voie of & quarter of 3°
million for roading the back blosks is
none too large, of sl public dutige that
of providing - facilities for spttlery who
lave so 1plu::kil_y'_f;;w.l.:ledl the hardships
inseparable from life in remotp eettls-
ments ptands easily first, Other details
of the etatement may be eyiticised”in
sume quatters, about this vote the only .
regrel will be that it wag not hrgcz'a_ti.li

A |

France hag withdrawn her troops from..
Casablanca, and thus the new regime in.
Moroceo sestos to be recognised. Ly all.
the Powers, imcluding Germany, The
now Bultan is to be given a frea hand
in erganising his Lingdom, and the task.
i not likely to be an ezsy ome, Hep will
have to radically change the existing
social conditions before any semblance
of good government can be looked for,
It is doubtful if the Bultan will be able
to exercise any real authority over his
chiefs. They will-atrenuously reaist any
attempt to introduce Ewvopean methods,.
and the slightest appreach to sueh a
thing might eaaily precipitats snother.
tevalution, Uunless muarchy is to reign
suprems in this corner of Africa, it is
inevitable that sogmer or later it must
be brought  wnder Eurcpean infuence,-
and that can enly be dona by some agroes
mont being eatered into between Eng-
land, France, and Germany. Ig any.
Chad, the outlogk is not hopeful.

a9

The famous “pagping” claise intro-
doced- intp. the Second Ballot Bill hew’
been eondemned from one end of the
Dominign to the other. Much of the
eriticism. levell®d at the motfives sup-
posed to have artuafed its introduetion
hag been unjuat.  There ia no doubt that
the Govermment merely desired, as far
ag posailde, to make the election continu-,
ons, In many cases, where & second
vote is necessary to decide electiom to
any office, the vote is token without
further diseussion. But this can only
be applied whers no interval is altowed
to elapse between the two ballots. . To
attempt to silence Press and public alike
far seversl days on matters so.important
a3 questions of policy {s merely to court
disaster, . No law can be enforeed unlesy
it hay public opinion bchind it It is
safe to say ihat every paper of any
atanding would absolutely refuse to sub.
mit -to any euch -restrictions, and the
anly result would be fhat men would
glary in reaking & law thay felt to be
unjuat, Capable as it s of belng abused
on occasions, the right of frge apepch
hay movertholess -been the wain factor
in @ccuring aur wnlional liberties, and It
i@ imposalbla to suppose that this right
witl be surrendered by the peopls at the
bidding ©f amy Geverumeat, Lowower
sbrong it may be, .
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" Mr. Andrew Carnegls hes Jong been
knpwn me vnp who recognlass the re-

sponsibilitiea of great wealth. No ons
bas been more mupificent In endowing
afd founding libraries and other publs °
fdstitutions, He hay now given a quur-’
ter of a million, producing an ineoms -
of £12,500 = yeoar, towards the founda-
tion of & hero fund in the United King-
dem.  The object of the fund is to pro-
vide for the maintenance of the widows
and children. of those who may Ioss their

lives du performing deeds of heroiam in:

times of peace. Few things could be-
more deserving of public support than
thia fund, and Mr. Carnegie's generous
gt s ihly ¢ ,

by other ‘dofistions,  ‘Our roll of biroes
is & long one, apd’ inctedes’ men end:
women: in every walk’ of life: Qur-
nyethod of rewarding them hithérto Bas '
conuisted iz glving them a medsl of
rome sorh if they survive, and if they dia
we leave thoze dependent on them to!
eliher stirve br he éupported by coyual-

charitable contributions. It is not that’

88 & nation we do hot recognise and,
appreciate deeds of valour, ut we have
short memories, and it has not been
fo our credit that many .of our greatest
héraed both In pence and +war have been
allowed to reap negloet and poverty as
their gole reward, We trust that some
of cur own citlzens will start & hero
find for New Tealand: Whén thousands '
¢t pounds are fortheoming to wupport”
p~ itical and other'fads of every deserip-
wrunt, Burely the two pence of the Good
Bsinaritan eould be apared towards the

support of those whoss breadwinner has *

laid down his life 4o save his fellows,
- N . - . - . i
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The Admimlt‘y has at ast been eom- -

vinced that it is mot wise to flout Mr.

Deakin'a schemo for eatablishing an Aus -

tralian navy, Mr. Abbott, the president
of the Pgstoraliste’ Union of New Bouth
Whalea, recently delivered a wery forcible

speech, in which he drew attention fo -

the fuct that we took Australia from :
the aborigines by force, and we must
hold it by fores against the swarming -
willions of Asia, whe arc not likely to -
pay any more attention te our rights
of pre-gmption than we did to thoae
o! the aboriginal inhabitants. - Our ety -
Litle deed to vur colonisl possessions s
the power of the British mavy. We ¢ton. '
iribate 17- per head per annum as
apgainet 15/ per head  contribut. -
ol by the Inhebitants  of the’
United Kingdom, B8ir John Colomb, the
well-known writer on nnval questions,
supporta Mr.  Abbott in his contention
that something mora eould be donw by
the colonies, and Lord Brassey expresgcs
cordial approval of the aaggestion that
Australia should organise a fleet of her
vwn for coast defence.  He suggests
tkat the inanguration of the scheme
should bs doas with all the pomp and
spectaculatr effect of which Admiral Slr
Jobn Fisher is o pastmaster. The Lords |
of the Adwmirzlty have promised co-opera- -
tion, and mothing now remains -Dbut for .
the eolonieas themsclves {o push the mat- |
ter forward beiors  pullic enthuslasm '
cQols, . . . ’
- w0k -
Bir. Deakin's acheme proposes thaf the |
Commonwealth sisll pquip and meintain
o flolilla of six destrovera, seven aub.,
marines, and two depot ships, Auwsirvally |
will aupply as many of the men as pos-
sible, the Tmperial {overnmen! provid-
ing the roat, The cost of the ghips is
estimated ab £1,277,500, and the annual
enet of maintenanes st £346,000. The
riminmtrative control i to remain {n
the hands of ths Commonwealth, anb-
ject to oma or two conditions, England®
is to lonn crulsers mnd give every help
pegaible -townrds formineg the prepoasd
flret, Thera Ia na doubt that the pro-
joct Ia likely to receive far mote mupport,
and pxcite mors wideapreart intereat thaa
any praposal for insreasing the rontri.
mtion to tha Imperial navy conld do.
Auslralia ia already a natlon, rud it Iy
foellng the neod of adequate expressfon.

Iy to be largely aupplemented

of pational insiineis. - The beginning is
small, and of courws for many years to
come she will bave te rely on tha British -
fleet for protection, Butb cuce begun the
Echeme will grow, other parts of ths
Empire will follow her lead, and the
Lealthy rivalry engendersd between the
ficota of the diferent countries will go
far tp maintsin, if not increass, the high
state. of ollicieacy for whicl, the British
Tavy i3 2o justly famod.

U

" The trouble over the *Wilford cluuse™
ig the Education Il has been ended by,
the Housa definitely rejecting the pro-
posed amendment in favour of uniform
school-books,  Af- the 'same time the in-
ejdent has done good bécausa it has drawa
attentipn to the  very gerious eost to
parentd ‘wih largo families when they
arg alwaya béing ealled upon to provide
frgah booﬁs for their children. Tt is urged
that wulform bocks would not be in the
best interests of education, but eves from
an educational point of “view, there is
mueh to be said pm fuwour of Mr. Wil-
ford’s clange, A wmultiplicity of booka is
apt to.'retard w pupil's progreas by caus.
ieg some of the graund to be traversed
over again when it has been previously
thoroughly covercd, and other important
parts are apt to be.neglected, 1f uniform
hoola aze wied & pupit moving from one
sekasl to sucther knows that ha has dooe
up to a certain’ paint in ths book, mnd
thus be can go ateadily en. Latin twas
far better taught at Home when all the
sohools used the old Publis Hchool Latia
(irammor than it is At present, when each
ehoad haa a Look of its owas
- [

- But it is not likely that any much mya-.
tom will be established in our nmiiemak,
sghools, owing to the inability of experts.
to Agres as to which ia the beat book ia.
any wubject.  Diffarent temchigrs - profes
different bpokas, aud while one would fod
a_ partieular book exaotly suwit his needs,
another would find it next- door o use-,
less, The real solution of the difficulty
will probably be found to lie In the diero
tion of providing wll books "and other
educational necessaries sbaclutely free-of »
cost.. For ny presont, the tax on parents ’
who have moveral children ' nttending.
school ia undoubtedly & hoavy one, Whers -
is no'reason wiy the Educational Depart-;
ment should not print and publish ite own .
books. - This would considerably veduns
the cost, and would alry enable tenphers .
to get worke move Buited to eur require- .
tients than many of thoas et present .
ig ude.. The watier is one that ealin fu
sorious consideration. mud-thotgh the ex.
penss of free bovks may seem to many @
techded obmincls, yet the reliel afforded
te parents with large families would be
great, und also books would be more care- -
fuliy chosen, and we should pot have suoh
frequent, and often, Lewlilderiug, ehangea.

N R .

-The' Neweaatle Ly-oloction had reaulled
in & great- victory for the Comserya
tive candidate. -He polled 2143 mors.
kofea than bia rival, whiist the Bocialist
candidate was nowhero. At the lael
geueral clection the Libersl member
gob In by the large wmajerity of 7200
veles, and though doubtless ths whole
Cathols vote was-thrown into the scclo
against Mr, Asquith's Governmeat on
mccount of his actiod in prohibiting the
Yucharistic procossion, yet this only part.
Iy mecounts for the result. Tue current
of mublic feellng has for long been
kotting  ateadlly wgainst the present
Libera] policy, mainly, we tallavs, om.
aceount of tho olitinate refusal to evon
consider tha quesline of tavif rvelorn-
The Lnglish workers—-and Newoastls is
eaannlinlly m  Isbure constitoonoy—are
beginning to reallse  that fres trade
closes both Heme and lorelgn markets
agsinsh them. Nat alt the sops throws
to them in the ahape of temporary res
Tie! amd measures almed agaipay the




