- THE WOMEN OF THE HUUSE OF

ABTOR,

Personally and gocially, the women of
the houms of Astor have shane more
brightly than the men. Almest wilthout
exteption, they have brought into the
family beauty, brains, and the beat blood
of Ameries. :

Mrs William Astor, widowed by her-

husband’s death in 1802, has for many
years been the recognised leadsr of New
York soeiety. - The sovereignty of that
brilliant kingdom is a position that re-
quires vautly more than wealth, and Mra
Anstor's long tenure of it kas proved her
to be & woman of remarkable qualities
and powers,, . .-

- Whenever. the social soepire shall pass
from the hand of her husband’a mother,
it eculd And no worthier inkeritor than
the younger Mre John Jacob Astor.
davghter of & hundred enrls could ba
a more gracioun and queenly figure than
this young American matron. Tull, slen-
der and gracefnl; beantiful of face; with
all the andvantages of education and cul-
ture; fond of outdoor life, and able to
handle a horse, & gun, a =ail-boat, a
tennis racket, or 4 gol chub with prac-
tised skill—she haw every phywical and
wental endowment that a fuiry god-
mother could give to a favourite child:
Bhe iz the wother of & twelve-year-old

. 8am wha will suceerd to his father’s place

in the Astor dynasiy. Quiet and domes-
#ic in her persons] tastes, she is alveady
famous for the hospitality she diapensen

tha bowmes between which she and her

No -

nabsnd divide most of their time when

ihey are rot travelling abroad—their
magnificent French chateau on  Fifth-
avenue, whivh they now abare with Mrs
William Awtor, their Newport villu, and
thelr country place on the Hudswon River,
near Rhinebeck.

THE POLLIES WHICH HAVE DIS-
QUSTED MRS W. ASTOR.

When the atiention of the average
American in called to the doings of New-
port society, the celebrated mwonkey din-
ner is promptly recalled to memory.
What a seasation it enused, to be purel

The Newportera were invited to Cross-
waye, the splendid residence of Mra Fish,
for -a Sunday luncheon, Imagine their
amezement when, on entering the dining-
yoom, they saw sitting at the hezd of the
table, a8 an honoured guest, a grinning,
jubbering chimpanzee, The creature was
feted and petted and had a really loveiy
time. Bo did the other guests; the affair
was wvoted a great success, a brilliant,
splendid, daring idea. Mrs Fish waa
radiant. :

Following the entertninment of “Con-
wul,” the chimpanzee, Henry Walters me-
cured a tanie npe, which acted ag host on
hig yacht Nadura. Then the Lehra got a
white cockatoo, which they took with
them to the f!asino and other places of
amusement. Mra Fich had given society
the eue,

THE LADY AXD THE PIG.

Shortly after this cecurred the “lady
and the pig” incident.
last duy of the Newport Horse Show.
The scene was celourfully brillinnt,

Buddenly a woman uttered an exela-
mution and raised her lovgnette. COthers

.. did likewine, There was a murmur of
. amazement--and then of cooing, de-

New York Bociety,

. " MRS, WILLIAM ASTOR, OF XKW YOURK.

" To whom unguestionable but‘ waofficial precedence has for yeara been given by
.Mra, Astor, the cablew inforniua, bes resigned her posi-
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It was on the .

’ other hontesses tried 10 equal them,
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MRS, JOHN JACOB ASTOR.

Who wui succeed to the position of Jezder of New Yurk moviety, if whe deignw

to accept the position.

She i said to be even prouder wnd mure havghty tham

Mrs. Williams, but is brilliantly gravious to those whom she does honour.

lighted a(lmi.mticu_:. Walking along the
‘promenade wis a woman in Maces, carry-

ing in her arms n squenling pig, wanhed

white as milk and tied with blue ribbons,

Then the pig bevame the pet of society.
A DOG PARTY.

Another matron was not te be outdone,

_ however, for a few wecks later sent jnvi-

tatiyns for a dog party--lor prize-win-
ning barkers owned by the members of
the set.

Wine wan held to their noses and the
right paw of each bow-wow was placed
on the table, As they siped the wine, &
atring was maunipulated and the kecunel
of roses fell tu pieces, revealing u stuffed
cat, in which was a mecnanical dvevice

- which worked the tail' with lifelike mo-

tion. : -

There was & howl from dogs and
women, and in an instant the canines
were upon the cat. The women sereamed
and laughed excitedly; the dogs growled
apd tore the kitten to shreds. Servants
rushed into the room and scparated the
tangled mase of dogflesh before they got
at one another's throats. That dinuer
wes & great social event.

FEMININE “FILLIPS."

It wan followed by others, more or leas
fontastic. Ome might continue sd infi-
nitum reciting puch imcidents, . -

These entertalnments set & made pace;
En-
tertainment wan oo longer. the lw-':luwo
pnd good-natured, free and easy caring for

ta; it was u oy, perveracking,
rain-burning, heart-uching contest for

. THE UNCROWNED “QUEENS® OF NEW YORK SOCIETY.

novelty, excitement, and foatvves ST pRASe
ing -euach other in ppectaeular divpley,
Moyey wias npent in enorwous sumes; the
vost, uof ningle entertaiments mounted te
15,000 dollurs and 20,000 dollara.

Meanwhile the “older” met looked ow
with dinfuvour. While the “younger set®
whirled in the smaneraad diane, they
stood  alvol. They bided their time.
They recalled the old days—the Newpork
of 20 years ago—when birth was the sing
qua nor, when the bizarre was regarded
ae  vulgur, and entertninments {ook &
quiet tone,

Natarally the rive of the tide of for-
inne had swept away the old traditioma
of Newport; munvy-aad captaine of in-
dustry from Wall-street went the
Rhode Island resort, where they just mg
nadly spent money; there wum the ri
of the nmouveau riche. the sellers of raitl-
roads and patznt pills, the vendors of
stocks aml tobacenrs—all of them opu-
lent, fairly bristling witk prosperity.

*RACE-BUICIDE” DINXNER,

One nmtron scored a rip-roaring sue-
cens hy & “ruce suicide” luncheon givew
at the Ladies® Bridge Club, when bhugt
wax dolls  were pleced between each
couple, whigh, when pressed, said “Papa®
and “Mawmma™  Another ibrill was
aroused when & matron invited to dimmes
&l] ihe scparnied busbands and wives
her wet. Imagine theiv surprine whem
Jooking scross the table, M Bo-snd-Be
saw ber busband, or severn] husbands, of
old, A weeping Cupid of Trianon iu fees
wept in the centre of the table, and aftey
the dinner a tomst wos drank to thoss
wha were “lovers once, friends wow - -



