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The problem of the unemployed in
Great Brifain threptens to be gerious
Auring the coming winter. There are at
present over ten thomsand unemployed
pperafives in Biratingham aloune; in other
parts of the country the position is even
worse. - In Glasgow, %0,000 men are out
of work, and in many cases the mastora
have not only been -compelled fo reduce
their hands, but they have considecably
Lowered tho wages of those still employed.
This has led to sirikes and Iock-outs, amd
thus the misery, elready acute, hus been
pHll  furlher intemsified. Mr, D. L.
Bhackleton, presiding at the Trade Union
fOomgress at Nottingham, said that wa-
employment was more than ever the urg-
eat question of the hour, and ha proposed
ne international assotiation for shortea.
ing the hours of labour. Ho urged the
British Government to mrrange for the
holding of such a conference,
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The belict that shartening the hours ot
Ibour will produce more work numd
wealih for all rosts on such a transparent
fallacy that it is Lard fo see how
thoughtiul men can seriously entertain i,
Ons great cause of the present distress
has undoubtedly been the shipping strike.
Many orders thet wonld have gone te
[English firms have been placed abroad,
The masters in consequence have had to
xeduco their hands through lack of work.
It ds perfectly obrious that it they short-
ened the hours of those at prescnt em-
ployed, while mor+ workera would be tak-
en on, the wages of each would be torres-
poadingly reduced. Ti ovders in hand
only allow of five hnndred men geting £2
eath a week, by haiving the number of
howrs worked, you alse halve the wage
pald, Tou are merely. enabled to pay &
thousand men £1 each.
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Government aid and State doles inten.
sify rather tlan relicve the evil. The
only real solwtion lies It producing more
avealth and finding better markets, Work
must bo made for the workers, and this
vam only he done by England abandoning
her fotish of free-trade. At present she
is the dumping ground E5T forelgn-made
poodaol every description,and these gonds
compots against $he productions of her
own workers,. When she tries to. export

hier surplas manufastures,  the proteo-.
tionisk countries shut them out Ly pro-.
Thus both at home and.

hiblkiva tavifts,
abroad is she handieappod, in finding mar-
kets, Colbdenites are mlrcady bepinning
to recognive that the urgent need of find-
dng new sources of revenue te meet the
oapenss of social reforms, joined with
the clatasnr of tha tmemployed, dems

wome voadjustment of - Britmin's ﬂszll
polioy.” " - Co-
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The great Roman Calliolic Euclaristic
Congress at present taking ptace in Len-
don iy likely to ecause world-wide inter-
sat.  Cerdioal Vanoutelli the Papal
logate, paid & gracoful compliment to
Eagiand, when he said that the holdiag
o tha Congresp there was a direct and
Elpc‘bla proofl of the ayslsm of liberty

Brilish enjoy in exerolsing Lhoir opin-
foss,  Bigns have wob besn waaling
that the different churches are drawing
tloser together in their temching on Lhe
Holy Communion, Ya the Romnn Cath-
ollo Church many of lier foremost divinos
have insistod on the mpiritnal, Tathar

han the worporsl, mafure of the oal
gonce,  Cardinat Manning, in a lats
ter writton in 1862, maktained tlat Lhe
lureho! Hw change in the ted
sientéd  was eamoramanial, and thek
Within the sphers of matursl phenvmens
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and effecta there was no clkange. This
was also the view of Cardinal Newman,
and is substantially that held by a larga
number of Anglican and other divines,
The conference of members of the
Church of England held at Futham Palate
in 1000 showed thak opinions on this
grest subject are less divided than many
suppose. This great assemblage of doe-
tors of the Roman Church at present
being held, will doubtless do much to
still further promete wnity of thought
on this much vexed gquestion, : .
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‘As the proposed procession was giving
rise to feelings of religious bitterness,
which was likely to mar an otherwise har-
monious celebration, it is gratifying to
foel that both Mr. Asquith and Arch-
bisliop TDourne, in the interests of order
and good feeling, decided to omit =ll ec-
clesiastical ceremonial from the proces-
sion, ‘The cardinals and bishopa pro-
cecded to the catbedral in full Court
dress, but all the ceremonies were held
jnaide the butlding, This showed a desice
om the part of the visiting dignitaries to
avoid anything likely to stir up religious
sirife, whilst by not abandoning the pro-

cesslon ibself, they  paid  lng-
lishmen  the . compliment of . be-
lieving that . they  would prac-

tino the doctrina of xeligious equality by
granting the fulleat poasible liberty to
those who do not belong to the national
church. This spirit of mutual! compro-
mise la far more tkely to hring about
the much-desired re-union of Christen-
dom, than is the spirit of parbisanship
#nd factionsness that has hitherto asrved
to divide rather than to unite.
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People are gelting & littls comnfumed
between the Absolute Majority, tha Bare
Majoriky, and the Second Ballet. The
Bare Majority ie to cnable Nolicense
fo be declared carried in any districk
if a bare majority of the voters declare
in ite favour, instcad of insisting om a
threo-fiftha majority, as at present. The
Absolute Majority means that no mem-
ber shatl be declared elected unleass he
polls an absclute majority of the votos
recorded, The Second Dullob provides
ibat in the case of three or more candi-
dabes atanding for any constituency, if
nons of them gets an absolute majority,
a ascond ballot shall tzke place for the
two who head the poll.  The nccessity
for some such provision hag been clearly
proved by the fact that an inereasing
numbet of memhers at each peneral elec-
tion are returned on the votes of a

minsrity.
’ R

Apatrh Irom the objections of a few
Bopialista snd  hali-hearfed atiacks by
some of the Op&maition mentbers, tha
prinviple involved im the Lill has meb
with gonoral aceeptance. Whal bas not
heen 80 universally approved, lina been
the suggestion that in the intorval be-

‘tween the first and second ballot, thero

shall be no political actlivity shown. It
id pxOposed to make it an offente to
print o¢ publish any notification, article,
or dotumont intended to promola the
tatereat of a cundidate. ny atiempt
fo interfers with the freedom of the
Ireas s alwaya viewed with auvspiclon,
e atoapt rosiriciions where good cause
ean Lo shown for their existonte, na,
for instance, in the rute that forbids
mmmont on a ta8s while still sub Judice.
But tlw free pxpression of politieal opin-
ion lu g ¢l upon as bolng almost o
ancred vight of Fnglishmen, and only the
geavesh rcasons would canse {hem to
syreendor that right, © - Y

* Count Leo Tolatey has been declaresd
& backslider by the Hussian lioky Synod,
and all true beliavers have Leen ordered
to refrain from participating in the cele-
brations™ of his 80EW ULirthday. . This
will not surprise those who ave acquain-
ted with the Count's religious and politi-
¢kl views, The Kastern Church has al-
ways stood for dogmatic orthodoxy, and
has been the staunchest supporter of the
Czar and the ruling classes, Tolstoy
finds true Christinnily in the maxims
of the SBermon on the Mount, and has
always exhbibited the most sclf-demying
tenflerness for all that fravail and arxe
heavy laden. He has laiely denounced
in no measured terms the cruclties prae-
tised in the mame of the (Hovernment,
and countenanced by the membera of
the Holy fyned. He is a sironge mix-
ture of Lhe Puritan, the Quietist, tle
Quaker, and the Buddhist,” ITe has
practically divestod himself of all hia
property, ard lives as platuly as the poor-
est poasant. Ilis great ambition is te
die & martyr to the cause of liberty in
Russia. The sedtence of - ex-commu-
nication lately passed by fhe Holy
Synod he would Tegard a3 one of
the highest compliments fie has yet
recelved, thowgh he has long been recog-
niged as amongst the greatest of our
modern writers and thinkers by reason
of liis deep knowladge of human nature,
and the sincerity, wit, and eloguence
of his style. He i3 fthe idol of tha
Russian peasantry, who would bardly be
deterred from celebraiing his birthdny
by any ecclesinstical anathemns. The
priesta have been ordered le refuto his
writings, and the taslk, thongh probably
eongenial, is likely {o prove none too
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Auw old proverh remimds us that we
ean’t have our cake and eat it Mr.
Justice Bin has lately broughi the iruth
of this Lhome by explaining that we can't
have strikes and arbiiration at the same
time. Xf{ men go on strike, then the arbi-
tration nward osuntomalically eénses to
have effeect, and the strikers, if they re-
turn to work, must make the bpat terins
they can. “Heads I win, taila you lose,™
is a profitable way of playing pitch and
toss, but the [aw refuscs to recognisé ity
legality,  Were it otherwise, iwen on
strike would stand to gain everything
and lose nothing. If tkey won they
would bo mo much better off; ¥ they lost
they could still fall back o the old
award, TUnder this lutest dcecision, il
they lose, they will ba in the pbsiiion
of the dog wlho lost the very substantial
joint he already had, through dropping
it in order to grasp at its magnified fe-
flection in the strenm. ST
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The same diflicuity asfsos over the quess
tion as to low we are to get high wages
and cheap living. Mr., Fleming, n Lun-
edin Laboue ¢andidute, has saggestod nn
export duly on frozen moat and s greatly
reduced duty on imparted timber. If
this primciple were extended aud beavy
imposts placed on all exports, and all
duties remilted on fmports, we shoutd
cortainly have sotved the question of dear
tiving, BMeat, duticr, olothing, nad auil
the nocesaaries of life womld go down
with & rush, But whers wonld we peb
the money fram for the wigea?!  On the
other hand, a high proteetion’ tarill and
barge oxport leads give us wages at the
expenag of cheap commodilies. " The pro-
blam is o tantalising one. Yike perpe:
tunl motion, its solution seemw ag t];u- [
‘84 EVer. L .
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Ths AltsrnayQeneral b reported to
havs snid that the support of the Press
wias mors eanily obtained by the man
with & long purse than & man who had
only his honesty to back him. Thin
may be trup of certain pa{nn in Ameriea
&nd even fn London, but they are papers
that carry. no weight with an,
scssod of n grain of pomss,

ne pos-
to most

people their support is more dammging
than theiv opposition. 1% is cerlainly
rot true of our colominl newspapers. No
Fress in the world is mere free from por-
sonal gossip and tittle-tattle. The para-
grapl commencing “It is whispercd that
n gcundal ia on fook concerning & bending
Bociety dame and & well-known M.P.*
and similar invendo, inds no favour will
tither our edilors or our people. Prin-
ciples and policios are criticined on theie
merits, free from personalitica nnd per-
sonal aluse. Lo sugpest that our papers
are open to bribery nnd corruplion is to
cast a totally undeserved sluy on celo-
nial jouroalism, Tf it is nccessary o
push through the “gagaing™ clawsc in the
Bocond Ballot Bill by casling aspeer-
sions on the Press of the Dominion, then
the case for ihe Government musl be
wenk indeed. To abuse the plaintifi's
atiorney is more in Leeping with the Lra-
ditions of the O1d Bailey than with those
thot are supposed to govern the ulder-
ances of responsible law officers of
Crowmn, e CT
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Receut developmcenis in the Kust bave
a deep significance es pointing - towards
a widesprcad determination tuv shake off
the yoke of the forcigner,. Persia and
Arabin are both i revolt, Chinm is de-
manding ropresentative government, Tur-
key has witnessed.a revelution, Maroaco
haa deposed its Syltan, The whole non-
Furopean world is uniting to free itaehi
from the domination of tho ¥West. Ta
Lgypt and in  Iadisa seditiom is rife
againet Dritish rule, Aziz was deserled
by his people because they thought e
was adopting Ewropean ideas, Ching re-
Luked her ambassador at Washinglon
because lLe openly expressed lita admira-
tion for America, and edveenied an en-
tente. “Aasip for the Asiatic™ is as in-
apiring s wutchword in the ‘Enst ad
“Australia for the Whites" iz wilhh i
But while the races of the great conlin-’
ent ars awakening, and leavning Kuro-
pean methods and Furopenn civilisalion,
the better to shake off the Ewropean yoke,
the older nations are talking of sedwcing
their armaments, and are allowing indus-
trial sirife and wenk sentimentaliam to’
sap the patriotic mpirit which atone can
keep & country great. |
. . . . -
- Our Minister for Defence tells us Wint’
we are living in a fool's Parndise. Bir
Joseph Ward reminds ws that when the
East awalies something more than s potl
tax will be neéded to keop sut the Asin-
tie. Tn lapite of thia, questions of na-
tional defence are treated -as of no e
count by ihe mass of our eloclor. We
want to know if & candilate is for
license or wo-license, for frecheld or lense-
hold, for arbitration or for strikes; bt
we mever dream of askiag him his views
on the best means o be taken for the
protection of his countzy.  The lale
Archbishop of Yerk said he would sooner
see Lnglund free than sober; Lhe sword
of Islnn wowld make us saber, bul nob
free. .-
. woo
© 8ir Thomaa Bent, the Premier of Vie.
toris, is endeavouring {0 get n equadron
of Rritish battlealips fo ¥iait Australia.
It is to ba hoped that he will be sup-
potted 1n his efforts, nob omty try the
sntirs Clommonwenlth, but alse by oue
own Culinet. Home lave Assorted that
tha visit of the Amwrican . Fleet was col-
culated (& wmake wn fook W the Hiates
tathor than 4o Britain for prolection,
This e, of tourss, absurd; ‘but at the
same fimte & visik from our own men-of-
war would go far to make the Britleh
navy m more real Ehing Lo mamy colo-
oists than It is nt present, snd it wold
ennble the navel authoriliew to venlise
mora Tully the magnituds of the posscs-
sions which they are called wpon to
guard. Tn view of the monacing siluas
tion in the Mast, no opporlunily shonld
b kot of binding still closer tha es
thal link ws to iho Mollerland, and &




