The

wealth of Florence In those days, or of
the pride with which she boasted that
there waa gold enough in the voffers tu
yuild the whole vity in marble. Even the

memozry of the "Medicl does not obtrade
v Yet

itsell very conapicuously upen ua.
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are in the New Sacristy of ¥an Lorenzo.
1t is not that we remember muoch of
Lorenezn, or Giuliano Je "Medici, but our
interest iy in the master's nalde statues
of these merchaut-prinesa and in the
maguificent symbolic figures which  he
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THE TOWER

they were a wonderful family, ralsing
themselves from the position of mer-
chants to be the first dukes of Florenca.
But to-day we only care for them in so
much as they were the patrons and en-
couragers of art. The lavish chapel ot
variegated marble, in San Lorenzo, where
most of the "Medici family are burled,
thongh it is one of the most costly
mausoleums in existence, deoes not in-
terest us so much as the tombs that
JMichael Angelo dexigned for two of their
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earved upon the tombs, And, besides
our matnral enthusiasm for genius, how
could we help pondering on the people
themselves, who, in 1280, followed the
Madonna or Cimabue through the streets
rejoicing at this supremely beautiful
thing. Tn fuet, we thought so much of
these art-loving people of the past that
we passed day by day through the
streets, and very seldom thought of the
Florentines of to-day. But when we
spent a morning or two in the woerkshops
of thie scvlptons, the stone-inlayers, snl
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1 felt how strongly had this artistic en-
vircniment atfecteld even the presentalay
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