
group of negroes, the officers began fir-

ing: the negroes responded. Officer

Heard was shot dead; another officer

was wounded, and several negroes were

killed or injured.
The police went back to town with

their prisoners. On the way two of

the negroes in their charge were shot.
A white man’s wife, who saw the out-

rage, dropped dead with fright.

The negroes (all of this is now a mat-

ter of court record) declare that they
were expecting the mob; that the police
—not mounted as usual, not armed as

usual, and accompanied by citizens —look-

ed to them in the darkness like a mob.

In their fright the firing began.
The wildest reports, of course, were

circulated. One sent broadcast was that

500 students of Clark University, all

armed, had decoyed the police in order

to shoot them down. As a matter of

fact, the university did not open its

fall session until October 3, over a week

later —and on this night there were just
two students on the grounds.

The next morning the police and the
troops appeared and arrested a very

large proportion of the male inhabitants

of the town. Police officers, accom-

panied by white citizens, entered one

negro home, where lay a man named

Lewis, badly wounded the night before.
He was in bed; they opened his shirt,
placed their revolvers at his breast,
and in cold blood shot him through
the body several times in the presence
of his relatives. They left him for dead,
but he has since recovered.

President Bowen, of Gammon Theolo-

gical Seminary, one of the able negroes
in Atlanta, who had nothing whatever

to do with the riot, was beaten over

the head by one of the police with his

rifle-butt. The negroes were all dis-

armed, and about sixty of them were

finally taken to Atlanta and locked up

charged with the murder of Officer

Heard.
In the Brownsville riot four negroes

were killed. One was a decent, indus-

trious, though loud-talking, citizen nam-

ed Fambro, who kept, a small grocery
store and owned two houses besides,

which he rented. He had a comfortable

home, a wife and one child. Another was

an inoffensive negro named Wilder, 70
years old. a pensioner as a soldier of

the Civil War, who was well spoken of
by all who knew him. He was found—•
not shot, but murdered by a knife-cut in

the abdomen—lying in a woodshed back

of Fambro’s store. McGruder, a brick

mason, who earned 4 dollars a day at his

trade, and who ihad laid aside enough
to earn his own home, was killed while

under arrest by the police; and Robin-
son, an industrious negro carpenter, was

shot to death on his way to work Tues-

day morning after the riot.
And after the riot in Brownsville,

what Here was a self-respecting com-

munity of hard-working negroes, disturb-
ing no one. getting an honest living. How
did the riot affect them? Well, it has

demoralised them, set them back for

years. Not only were four men killed,
and several wounded, but GO of their

citizens were in gaol. Nearly every fam-

ily had to go to the lawyers, who would
not take their cases without money

in hand. Hence the little homes had to

be sold or mortgaged, or money borrow-

ed in some other way to defend those

arrested, doctors’ bills were to be paid,
the undertaker must be settled with. Oh.
a riot is not over when the shooting
stops. And when the cases finally came

up in court and all the evidence was

brought out every negro went free; but

two of the county policemen who had
taken part in the shooting were punish-
ed. George Muse, one of the foremost

merchants of Atlanta, who was foreman

of the jury which tried the Brownsville

negroes, said:
“We think the negroes were gathered

together just as white people were in

other parts of the town, for the purpose
of defending their homes. We were

shocked by the conduct which the evi-

dence showed some of the county police
had been guilty of.”

After the riot was over, many negro
families, terrified and feeling themselves
unprotected, sold out for what they
could get—l heard a good niny pitiful
stories of such sudden and costly sacri-
fices—and left the country, some going

to California. some to northern cities.
The best and most enterprising are those
who go; the worst remain. Not only
have negroes left Brownsjrille, but they
have left the city itself in considerable
numbers. Labour will thus be still
scarcer and wages may be higher in

Atlanta because of the riot.
It is significant that not one of the

negroes killed and wounded in the riot

was of the criminal class. Every one

was industrious, respectable anti law-

abiding. A white committee, composed
of W. G. Cooper, Secretary of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, and George Muse, a

prominent merchant, and backed by the

sober citizenship of the town, made an

honest investigation and has issued a

brave and truthful report. It is a report
which deserves to be read by every Am-
erican. Here are a few of its conclu-

sions:
1. Among the victims of the mob there

was not a single vagrant.
2. They were earning wages in useful

work up to the time of the riot.

3. They were supporting themselves

and their families or dependent relatives.

4. Most of the dead left small children
and widows, mother or sisters, with prac-
tically no means, and very small earning
capacity.

5. The wounded lost from one to eight
weeks’ time, at 50 cents to 4 dolars a

day each.

G. About 70 persons were wounded, and

among these there was an immense am-

ount of suffering. In some cases it was

prolonged and excruciating pain.

7. Many of the wounded are disfigured,
and several are permanently disabled.

8. Most of them were in humble cir-
cumstances, but they were honest, in-
dustrious, law-abiding citizens and useful
members of society.

9. These statements are true of both

white and coloured.

10. Of the wounded, ten are white and

00 are coloured. Of the dead, two are

white and ten are coloured; two fe-

male and ten male. This includes three

killed at Brownsville.

11. Wild rumours of a larger number

killed have no foundation that we can

discover. As the city was paying the

funeral expenses of victims ami relief

was given their families, they had every
motive to make known their lo**. In

one ease relatives of a man killed in a

broil made fruitless efforts to secure re-

lief.
12. Two persons reported as vietinil

of the riot had no connection with it.

One, a negro man. was killed in a broil

over a crap game; ami another, a negro
woman, was killed by her paramour.
Both homicides occurred at some dis-
tance from the scene of the riot.

The men who made this brave report
did not mince matters. They called

murder, murder; and robbery, robbery.
Read this:

13. As twelve persons were killed and

seventy were murderously assaulted,
and as, by all accounts, a number took

part in each assault, it is clear that sev-

eral hundred murderers or would-be

murderers are at large in this commun-

ity.
At first after the riot, then* was an

inclination in some quarters to say:

“Well, at any rate, the riot cleared

the atmosphere. The negroes have had
their lesson. There won't be any more

trouble soon.”

Rut read the sober conclusions in the

Committee’s report. The riot did not

prevent further crime.

14. Although less than three months
have passed since the riot, events have

already demonstrated that the slaughter
of the innocent does not deter the crim-

inal class form committing more crimes.
Rapes and robbery have been committed
in the city during that time.

15. The slaughter of the innocent does
drive away good citizens. From one

small neighbourhood twenty-five families
have gone. A great many of them
were buying homes on the instalment

plan.
IG. The crimes of the mob include rob-

bery as well as murder. In a number

of cases the property of innocent and

unotlemling people was taken. Furni-
tun* was destroyed, small shops were

looted, windows were smashed, trunks

were burst open, money was taken from

the small hoard and articles of value

were appropriated. In the commission

of these crimes the victims, both men ami

women, wen* treated with unspeakable
brutality.

One of a number of black settlements in Atlanta. Small, dilapidated houses

crowded into irregular alleys are filled with negroes, many of them widows with

children, who make a living by serving white families. These negroes are all

near the edge of poverty, descending sometimes into crime, but living a happy-go-
lucky life.

JACKSON ROW.

TWO NEGROES OF THE CRIMINAL TYPE.

A GROUP OF CHILDREN AT HOME.

SAMPLES OF “YELLOW” JOURNALISM IN HEADLINE DURING THE
RIOTS.
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