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The World's Greatest Crickefers

. By .
§TE BOME GOEDOY, BART.

ME. J. DARLING. -

Mr, 5. DarFng must alwayr loom ma
one of the foremont fgures in Aunstralian
ericket in the last five years of the
Aipeteonth eentury and the fret five of
4he twentioth, Fine bat as he has proved
himumalf, pergonally the study of the man’s
dndividualism se diepleyed In his cap-
taincy has interested me mors, There
‘has akrays been a feeling that an Aunstra-
#an teem on  tour not essy to
manage, Om one oceasion in the iter
-eighties frietion was so great that two
of the coloniala fought with the fiata in
# saloom carriage which metually was
hesmattered with blood, Mr. W, 1. Mur.
doch kimeeM had not an entirely happy
time an ekipper, and the worries which
heset hin puccensers were enormous,

Mr, Darling altered all this, His rule
was like himself—big and quiet, It waa
the lron band in ihe velvet glove. He
kepl his men under control both of the
feld snd—even more Importapt—on it
Tever was there & irace of disunion, and
fu that black time in 1802, when illness
and bad weather reduced their spirits to
gero, #oma of the new men declaring
that they wanted to take ship home at
once, Mr. Darling, though depressed from
Influenza, never lost his steady influence.
The ¢louds lifted and trinmphs came, but
i & weaker gaptain hod been at the
delm disaster must have been inevitable,

Ou different erickef grounds Mr, Dar-
ting was wonderfully quick to seize the
diosymcranles of ba.{amen he had never
kefore met, and modifled his field with
judgment which waa beyond guestiom,
‘The mame eoncentration of purpose he
sdisplayed iz his owa cricket he imperted
to lis colleagwes. In the §905 tour up
to the end of July he obvicusly felt ithe
want of handliug bowling of the higheat
<lass. It will s!ways bs a matter of
debabe whether be was wise to instruct
Mr. W. W. Armstrong to bowl in the
-umsporting fashion adopted in order teo
avoid if possible loasing the rubber of
“Fest Matches, Bui this is the one deubt
thai can be capi on adinisiration of
-4he highest order, and now that Mr.
Darling has retired, in order to pursue
the vocation of a sheep farmer, it will
e long before we wmeet his equivalent,
He was a formidable ieft-handed bat,
who would have shown even greater re-
sults in this eountry if he had not heen
burdened with ike cares of captain, His
tenacity of purpose was charactevistic of
“olomial grit. Never quite the equal of
Mz, Clem Hill—the best left-handed bLat
ihe world has ever seen—he was always
yemarkably dificuit to dizledge, and Mr.
‘Btoddart considered his was the hardest
wicket to obtain when on the Adeluide
©Oval or elsewhere. Few could come down
-Evore severely on bad bowling, none couid
play with greater coolness at s crisis.
1 have peen him seore with tremendous
foroe. I have wlso peen him indulge im
absolutely purposeless stonmewsalling—{for
examply on the otcasion agrinst Middle-
#¢x when the crowd st Lordw whistled the
*Dead March fm Saul” whilst he and
Mr. M. A. Xoble ‘were Jaboriously block-
ing & mid witack, Let it be added he
-was & eplendid field anywhere, with a
wonderfully od length return ball
which saved tiz ‘wicket-keeper’s hands—
a0 swmall merit, bot one ignored with
Jamentabla frequ.ncy. He had w head
for finance, was ¢ivilly wninformative to
inquigitive ¥reammen, mever jmdulged in
woneeit .or melf advertisement. He did
what came 10 his mind a8 cricketer and
&8 captoin, and never swerved to the right
or the left. Commendable and meritori-
dus. My meniory of him will be that of
A ericketer who corresponds {0 one of
those wouderful statues carved by M.
Rodin,

LORD HAWKE,

Np other man ever exerciped such w
superb moral iufinence over any spart
At Lord Hawke exerts upon modern oric.
ket.  When he uuderiwoic the caplaincy
wof ¥Yorkshire, the side .voneisted of gld-
time professionals, half undisciplined,
Whut he has made the medern ¥ork-
shire ceved—apari from their woparal.
lelad achisvemonts~—extorts the admira-
dion of the whals world of ericket, and
ainios the true etanderd of what a

- %eam ghould bo off the fleld and en.
e bas taught his professionals 4o have
wolf-rpapect, and to find in their captain

. &beir fruest friend, whilet hle swtbod
©of senunaretion by a system of marks
forma the fmivest devieed, and his fami-

Mar, *bock wp, bheya,” % the bewt spur
to his men,

14 is, however, only as a Yorkehire-
man that Lord Hawke ks rendered in-
eomrnble servica to the gume he loves.
Te hinm every umpire owes gratitude, for
be obitained the inoroase of thelr re-
muneration. At the bend of the Board
of Contro]l he bas displayed tact in &
thankless and  sesponsible position.
¥very part of the world where ericket
4n played, he han not only shown how
it should be played, but he has insisted
that thowe sowposing the teams he han
taken must exhiblt the highest type of
YEnglish bebavioar. Many wakers of
the Empirs are vounted, but mone have
done mors te tighten the links of trus
Imperial federation than Tord Hawke,
Unlike others, he never forgets Indian,
Wert Indian, South Africen, Anstralizn,
or Americal bospitality, and whea his
hoata from over ths scas "eome home,?
be entertains them with cordial delight,
doing sa wuch, not as little, ne poasible,

Cm his shounlders be beara all the cares
of the modern gams, ke is consulied
about every dispute, confessor to all
perplexed sportsmen, and emphsticall
remaine the great fignre-head of ericket.
In privete lifs, he has & perfect gemiud
for friendship, s olmoet the omly wnan
of our generation who la a skilled let-
ter-writer, and he {s ma sensitive s a
girl as well as far, fay too modest, He
abominates making a speech. can sing
with taste, & devoied to music, bas
sbot big gwme sverywhere, ia deadly on
a moor, ridea hard te hounds, and was
& sprinter at Etom.

Gradually he has brcome go fine a cap-
tain that be is worth playing om any
nide if Le never made B Tun. As o
matter of fact in his twenty-sixth sea-
pon he is etill & tremendously danger-
ous hat. Goeing in far too ]n{e, he has
perfected self-effacement until it has be-
eome second nature. Sooring with great
powet ¢0 8oon as he fr set he makes
runs all round the wicket, exhibiting
the true Eton cut, and driving with foree,
a0 ihat for his county alone he haas
scored upwards of fifteen thousand runs.
This in no way Tepresents his walue
a3 & Lat, for, like Ted Walnwright, he
always does his biggeat just when things
look ominous for his elde.  Yorkehire
grit iz proverbial, Wut it s at high
water mark when “ihe skipper” is de-
monstrating that he does not know when
he is at hig beat. Whatever the public
may think, we who intimately kuow
Lord Hawke—and intimacy inapires af-
fectionate admiration--are aware that
for him ericket Las not always lain in
eany places. The more credit to him
for ali that Lhe has achieved. Truly it
may be said that he is pans peur et san3
reproche, doing what he has to do with
hie might and with a singlenesa of pur-
pose, ever looking for praise, but, like
his great ancestor the Admiral, doing
his duty sund doing it as it should be
done, .

MR, V. TRUMPER.

Brillience is the atiribute ppecially
appliceble to the batting of Mr. Victor
Trumper, and when the highest honour
wag jotended to be paid to Mr. R, H-
BSpooner after hiz great performanes in
the fina] Test Mateh at the Oval ia 1905,
e wae by populer consent called “the
English Truwmper” In 1902, when in
fagland, the young Ansiralian was abso-
Intely the best bat ia the world. Lest
tour, judged by his pwn gtandard, he
failed. A grave iliness may have wmiti-
gated some of his former marvellous
saptitude, but he gave himsel! jess than
& fair chance by perslating in “getting
going’”’ at once jnatead of waiting to *get
hia epe in” Um occasions he was es
great as ever, but it was no longer on the
greatest occasions.

Memory prefers 1o bark back to what
he did here in 1902, when he was slone
comparable with Rﬂ.n{'ihinhji. FPrier

" to that though he bad played with fair

anecesa from a lad in Australia, he had
only been bronght here as last choice in
1890. He had nof, however, Jong to wait
fo make hig mark. Though he failed to
scory jn Lis first match on English scil,
and dlsp in his first Test innings, he
speadily womerted himsalf in the eecond &t
Lavds, that woret debacle ever known to
Euglish ericket at headquarters. Playing
& big game he scored 135 not out, and the
way in which he pulled the bowhng of
Mrad and Rboden was a revelation.

Thes he wos sn sttractive lad, In
1508, wt the age of Ave and twanty, he
electrified the public, whe had fmagined
he would not fulfil his premise because
e had jurt fnilsd mpeined Mr. Mac-
Laren’s second JTwam, s filume due to
offios work &t aight. He positirely
dozaiod us by betting which juslifiad the
cheogration thad it was !Ld.riu. At

Lords v. ML ha 7 handlal the
attack of Trett, J. T. Hearne, Branund,
and Cranfield as though it were that of
rustios bowiing to him at weia. Agnin at
Ghefld, though Hirst, Barmes aasd
Rhodes were oppowing him, he acored
82 out of 830 im ffty minutes, doisg
exactly what he likel with the sttack.
A feature, quite unique, waa that his
amaring of forcing yuns pre-
dominated when the wicket waa on the
roft side rathey than when it was fast.
A great judge wrols, “Only & combination
of wonderful eye and supreme corfidence
eould have rendered such pulling as his
at all poasible, The way he took good
dengtlh balla off the middle stump aod
sent them reund to the boundary hod te
be asen to be belteved™

I am temipted to masert that he played
the cricket of imperishabla youth. If
the Greeksn had batted, it would have
‘been thus. A Trumper grown fo be
Quaife would be the bitterest spectacle
of individual metamorphogis, Happily

“that can never be. Perhapa he will not

plzy much more, for he told me profes-
siomal eecupation must soon mbsorh him.
To us he will remain a beautiful wmemory
of upique rcelisation of batting. The
barefaced attempt to purchase Lim for
an English county waa & piece of bribery
Lappily averted, Perchance he might
have failed am poor Ferris failed. Per-
sonatly he was the most deliphtful and
the mast modess of all the younger Auvs-
tralian erteketers, “a regular Trump of
a Trumper” ma waa puce eaid of him.

“Let it bo placed on record that he mever

apared himseli for ihe sake of hia batting,
but is one of the finest of out-fields, and
no dess vigilant eloss jn.  He is the mout
enterprising batsman Gydney ever turned
out.

MR, B. J. T. BOSANQUET.

The very worst good orickeler in Eng-
land, but the very best bad one, is the
truest description of the ablility of Mr.
B, J. T. Bosanquet, Despite his strength
there is something effenrinate in the ap-
peerance of “Bos,” and there is a femin-
ine variability abont his cricket. Deal-
jug with the man, in his enthusiasm for
ths game, it may be mentioned that ke
will talk on ericket for the heur but only
ollows one opinion—his own. He ia said
te consider that po one who has not
played firsi-class cricket should write on
it, und he is a etanding example that
great pkill nt cricket does mot make a
good eritic.

As w bat be belonge to the gentle
tappers, and forms the despair of the
orthodox for be is am ungainly in his
strokes &s he is swccessful. Bui though
at the opposite pole to a Palairet or
Spooner, be is & hurricane hitter. He
was not geod encugh fur the Lton eleven
wntil his last ¥ear, when he knocked up
120 against layow in  rather erude
style. He has improved on that, for
againet Sussex at Iards in 19635, he
wade two Luadied iz a match, tuking
lean than three houra for the joint effort,
sud le gave Essex leatlier-huuiing to the

“tune of 179, Last geasom he only turned

out in six matehes for Lis county, and for
ten innings lad an average of 36.80,
When jn the Oxford eleven, at the end
of last century, he was a corvention-
ally ordinery fast bowler. His famous
leg-brenks were subsequently develeped
Alinost by accident. He diseovered them

- by idly shying lann tennin balls at a

wall, From this be passed oo to bowliag
at any indy who would oppose him with
s vocguet, and themce he brought lis
new development into ericket. Leg breaks
were, of cowrse, not mew, for Mr. R (\
Ramsey had tried thiem up at Combridge

©in 1882, Mr. G. E. Palmer had employed

them in 1888 om the Australiam tour,
My, C. L, Towasend hud debuliced as
& boy-marvel with thew, mnd Jae Vise
lLad elone developed apoed with thewn,

- Mr. Bosanguet a4 first found them preity

tostly, He bad eoe sensitwaul alter-
noon at Trent Bridge, but it waa ouly in
4808 that the posaibilities becume recog-

- mized, hin dificuliy them lwing 30 mequire

ooppand gver his dength,

Of oourse it s easy to commoent on
the faet that he han weat down move bad
balle than any other good bowier, and
that wevera] tumes one hae pitched twica
‘before it las resched the batyman.
Thena are things intolerable in village
oricket. Yot on his day ke is more likely
to get & great side out thas amy other
bowler. The question i when it is hia
Aday; soame people declars he bas mow
had it and that poe must wail @ month
of Bundays for say mere.

However thaf msy be, on twe aus-
pivious ocotaaione he fairly broughs o
his bDeat work im Test mathes. At Syd.
ey ig Februsry, 1904, it was be who
actually gathered up the myllical askes,

" Hamilton on

13

for inthe fourth Test, when the Ausira-
liana wete confident they would wmaks
the 329 runs reqiiced, he went on with
the total at ¥4, sud in ennjunction with
Fillcy at the wicket, he captured five
wieketa for 12 runs. Iistory repested
iteelf in the first Test waiche in 1605
at Nottingham, for (Le Australians had
io go in for some 400 ruus on fourth
hapdy, Everything pointed to a draw,
but Mr. Bosauquet beat theiw, changing
43 {or none to N3 fur four. In a fading
light he iook eiglt of Lle nine wickets
that fell, fairly “Uummuxing” the star
Colonial bats, Though subsequently the
main agent ip getiing two of the four
Middlesex victories of 1005, he natorially
wlipped back in pubjic estecm, for ihe
clusa of hin play when >ff-colour is more
ap} to produce irritatior. than aympath{.
1n fact, he is the champion freak erick-
eter. Tt in & great feat to send down
an off-break with a leg action, but it
is greater uck to olLlrin o many wicketa
by rank bud Lalls.

Next Week:
MACLAREN, DUFF AND RCIIWARZ

HOCKEY.

Thames v. Auckland.
Terfect woeatlher prevaiicd for the
watch beiween the Auckland und Thames
representatives Jor the Cliawpionship
Bhicld on Saturday. The at{endance
was moderate. The ground wns in
good ovder and a fast gawe resulted.
Mr, E. Madden, of the Aucklznd Re-
ferees’ Associniion, ably controlled the

awateh. The following were the
Leamn:— .
Thames Teamwm.—Colours. Blus and

Giold—Goal; Meuzies; full-backs, Rock-
ley, Driver; hulves, Brokenshire, L.
Whitlaker, J. Gritlin; forwards, Thomp-
wsow, Lo Griffin, Martin, Brownlee a=d
Renshaw, .

Auckland Team,—Celours Blue andg

. White—fioal, €. H. Howell; full-backs,

F. H. Shirriffa, II. D. Bpeight; balves,
J. R. C. Badham, D. K. Purter, V. OL
Kavaurgh; forwurds, W. Brooke-Smith,

. H. Mather, . R. Mason, K. W, Barry,

H. 0. Wellam. i
Auvklund won by 5 goals to pil, and

_thus retains the shiekd,

Watkato B. v. Auckliand B.

A tean from Aurkland journeyed to
Friday evening, meeting
the Waiknto representatives un Saturday
atternoon. After a fast game, viebsry
reated with the visitors by four goals
to nne.

Qtape v. Canterbury.

Tu the hockey nateh Mage v. Cantar-
bury Otage won by two yoals to nil
fu the first spell play was vrelly even.
Canterbury’s chance seemcd to lie in the
weakness of the Otage balf-backe, who
did not seen to underatand where to
mond the baill, or where it was likely
to go. ©On the other hand, the Canter-
bury forwards showed want of eombina-
tiom, and, as the Otago backs aod goal-
Reeper were velinble, Canterbury's at-
tacks were fruitlese.  Nevertheleas, it
wag & hard and fest game, won Ly the

- betier temas.

CYCLING.

"World’s Cycling Record

A. N. Willa, in » bicyde contest at
Munich, covered s distance of 90 kilo-
metros in an hout, establishing & record-

The provious yecord for the hom:’n ™o
was put up in Germany by I Guignard
in )08, the distance covered, following
pace, being BO miles 86 yards, following
1 miles 1413 yards covered by Wills in
ihe proseat,

RIFLE SHOOTING.

Brizshans Rifle Mesting.

At the Rifly Assoclaticn mwcting, Ber-
geant Fdwnrds, New South Wales, won
the King's Prite with a seore of 230
puinty, Privste Goy, Quecnelind, being
copd with 228 points, end  Hyde
Queenslund, third with 224 potnts,



