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sen of Positano was refused afier the last
Melbourne Cup, it ls safe {0 assume th
the figure mt which ha changed hands w
& copulderapia advaoce on that. Though &
frveyear-old, Mooitan hag only siarted elght

times 1o nll (says the “Bydney Referee'), .

#0 that he ahould be good for =i leant two
or three meie seasous on- thy Turf,

Coloniai bookmakera, who are ln o falrly
large way, rarely evines any desice to
throw light on the extent of their transmc-
Uans, but Anwericans sre better advertimers,
and ln an e¢xchaoge it meniions that one
wha has been dolng business on the Eastern
tracks had gooe lato figures as to the money
ba bad handled sinee the commencement of
the sewdcn, fle was betting 180 daye, and
durag that period he turued over £321,000,

The Acstroliap horsey folk eondemmned
Walpu a8 8 Nattanal horse on aceount of
Lia lack of pixe (sayas i Bouthern writen,
However, vulushle goods frequentily go In
amull parcela. The wrlier can call to mind
that Ruliy, who won the V.R.¢. Bteeples
in 1838 was dubbed p pony: and Ahua, ona
of our crucka over burdieg and ecountry,
woy only a small 'un Iln helghu

~

At the Broken HUl J.C. meeting, one of
the amateur bookmakers pald sway a £40
note in mhltake for & £5 note. The fallow-
ing day, while the hookmaker waa inqutr-
ing at the Bank of Australasia ahéut the
nuthbera of nates, a young man ¢ame In and
endeavoured to ash a note for £50. The
polive nfterwards interrogated the young
man, awd the identity of the note having
beeri ertablished, he apgreed, after some
dencur, to repay the amount of £4i whicn
had bheen overpuld.

Tu niFationtug that the two-yearold Fay-
ette, 8.3, won Lhe Tremont Stakes ay
heing extended. The atuble cdeclared to win
CGravesend,: g New Yoark writer says he
cut out the 4 fyrlangs Ip 1.8 3-35, without
with Bir Martlo Ogven, but Mliter, whe
Tind ihe wount on Favette, belng jeslous of
the negro. J. Lee, wiho was on Sir Martin
Ugden, hud z "“go’" on hig own scconnt, and
beut the stable eiect by two lengtha, Miller
wnra reprimnnded hy the stewards. Thia
soguids fubhy to New Zeulanders. .

The Treniom horse Torpointd, who IR one
of the hedat stayers ln England, was, says o
T.ondan scrlbe, sold a8 u yearlieg by hig
breeder for ahout 1N gninesa. He wuas
redold privavery 1o M ¥inger for about 150
gulueas, nor would Mr Binger have profited
Uy his bargaio hud he glveo wey to nataral
iapatlence when the colt proved as “slaw
2% o man’’ a3 g twnyenrald, hut, fortanate-
1y, he ailowrd Alec Taylor to have his way,
aud keep Torpelnt on with a view to foture
developents, and the result Las been en-
tirely satlafactory.

When driving cut toe wlinese Balgonle
run fo: the ‘Wren Thoasand,” saya an ex-
chauge, the owner -purchased a conple ar
pouondas af the Deat botter, and liberally
aunoinied the pony's feet prior to belng
sent out to race. Balgonle won, bat whe-
ther It was the butter: that made her arz
well in the mud cannot.be 4ald, but it 1=
true that when the leaders swung out a
it at the home tokn, she “slipped np om
the rnils'' and heat bher opponents in the
run fa the post.

A etudy of the tralaing notes publizhed
prior to the running of elther of the long
distance hendleaps run in thls councry (the
New Zealand and Auckland Cupa),: {nvgcl-
ably discovers the fact that no candidate
1z galtoped over the distance of the rkce. In
recent years fast work is generally put op
over 12 furlongs, and buot seldom any fur-
ther. Slgnotinetea, the Derby and Oaks
heroine, “freguently worked fast aver the
distance of her races.”  In the old days
tralners nlways galioped their horzea over
the full distaoee, Dot bowadays it Is con-
eilered nnnecessury.

The totalisator lg likely to become A popao-
lor medium of turf specalation fn Amoriea.
A {(IMcogo paper mentlons that the New
Louisville Jockey ('lub bas done welt qui of
it. That club used to cherge bookmmkers
£20 a duy, sud for the Hrst eleven drym
of thelr loet yerr's meeting received £5700
In fees. The year speculation was Nmited
to auetion pools and the totalimator, Aand on
the first eleven days the percentage from
the latter totalled £5985 A further sum of
£1415 was received In percentage from the
anction pools, so that for eleven daya the
<ltub was L1700 bhetter of than when it soty
Its bettlug privileges to bookmakera.

After an wbsence of five months, the well
knowo Yaldhuret mentor, K. J. Mason, re-
turned ftom Kugland on’ Friday last, look-
fng in the beat of henlth after hls trip (says
the “"Weekly. Presn’). Coovernlng Noetul-
form, Mr Mason holds a rather optimlatie
opinlon. He found the son of Multlform
lookiug Ia the very best of health, finely
musacled, but rather on the gross slde.
‘While at a loss to acrount for his poor dis-
plays,” Mr Maaon la confident that it is oml
& watter o gerring him really A for Nog
agree with thosre wlho put the New Zesland-
et down 8% 6 “had been.” .Noctniform's re-
eent win did oot impresa the horse's previ-
Is oo the improve. .

There bave been strikes and ‘romours of
strikes In plenty In New Zealand and Aug-
4ralls of late. The Mtest in thet Yne comes
from Rroken I, where the

wanted thelr feea reduced from £5 5/ to

£3 3/ for the grandataud, and mouwght &
correeponding redoetlon for the Derby-
Stand. Ag the club wonld not grant this
reducilen, the hookmakers held a mesiing
{which was stiended hy shout 80) on the
fight preceding the meeting, and declded ta
form % Yy > d dby alx
men in each atand, When the membery of
he oombine came forwerd {o regipter t!

were told that thelr fecs wonld be gs
sach, his they would pot agrog to pay.

‘The sbasnce of betting certalnly falled to
affect the exeellence of Lthe racing (says
an exchauge).

" Tnder the heading of “Suplue Rirward-
#hip,'”” a writer in the "“Qiago WHness' ‘has
the following: “Durlng the progresa of the
Welllngton eing Club's winter meeting,
‘Trentham wan the rendesvous of a large
numbér of seme of the most promloent
racing #ea in the Dominlon. The Racing
Conferemca was responsible for the pre-
sence of &8 Mumber of gentlemen whe bave
been promin¢nt am lnw-makera and menders
of onur turf world for severai seasons past.
The Wellington Racing Club officlals Were
alss there, Rtill, dewpite this great and
unapual collection of official representa-
tlv=a and law-makers, the writer was pot
entirely alone In geelng a horse having ita
head pulled off jn one of the racea, 1t was
A moat palpahle thing., hut the officlal eycs
apparently saw not. Of course, the visiting
offiials, even If they noticed angthiog, were

hardiy likely to eriticige; hut il it wns +

realiy gstonishlug to find that the stewards
of the rlub passed over the maiter without
landing somabody on ihe carpet, M I8 qulte
measitile that o feaslhie explanatlon would
have been forthcoming. The horse was
3llpping ahout in the mud, banging on the
*aff,’ lunghing at the joke, or auy oid tulug.
Faocy the collvctive wladom of onr racing
world belng pressant, and looking, but mee-
ing not. The wrlter has long since learnt
to look at recing with the nol-toowusplcions
eye, at the gampr time having a feeling of
admiration for the |mpudent horsroranshlp
of the rider whose qiaplay In the saddle
causrd thiy note fo he written.” When are
we going to bave those paid -atewards?

+ + 1+
TURF TALK FROM THE SOUTH.

CHRISTCHURCH, Wednesday,

The St. Leger etulllon Salnt llarlo has
breo sold by Mr. I . Reid to Mr. W.
Thompson, of Whiden, New Houth Wales.

Nigel, who won the Australinn Steeples
at Uaalficld on Saturduy, is the propetty of
Mr. A. Skirving, who ot one thne waorked
with E. Cutis at the Chokebore trafuing
estuhlishurent. Ile I3 8t present on & vinie
to {’hriatchurch, and was heartily con-
gratulated by his fellow visltors on Nlgel's
success in the Lig croas-coustry event.

When being achooled over the blg tumps
at Ricrarton on Saturduy Mr. Acton Adamy’
well-kpowo hunter Ca' Caonje eut his stifle
80 badly a8 te require the gervices of o
veterinury surgean, who bhad 1o put several
stitches in the wound. The mishap wiil
prevent Ca’ Capnle fulAlling hia engaga-
atenis af the Grand Naotivpal meetlng.

The winter racing carnfval commenged
on Natorday, wilth the apening of the New
Jealand Metropelitan Trottlng Clap’s meet-
Ing at Addington. The wcather was de-
lightfully fice, and the Atlendance large,
but the "truck, through reeent rala and
frost, was somewhat an the slow side. Nn
less than 28 bookmakers pald s fee of 15
guineas each, but, desplte their opposition,
there was 8o Increase 'of E400 In - the
machine turnover.

Effie Wood, the greatly-hnproved daughter
of Wikiwood and Effie Flalling, from
Edwards' stable, had a comforinble win Ln
the Btewardr' Handleap, Vietor Huen and
Inplore belng the anly othera to give
Auything like & decent showing. .

A Lhigh-rlass fieldd of ten confested the bix
harness event, Frince Alerf and Wildwouwd
Jualor belog in particularly strong demand.
The pair justitted the selection hy clearlng
right but from the field, and, after n kecn
struggle at the eud «f a mile Prince Alert
drew right uway, nnd won comfortably.
Cousldering the holding state of the track.
the performatce of Frionce Alert In cover-
Jug a mile and a-half {o 338 35 was a re-
markably fine oue, and Atamps him as being
one of the bhest young harsea seen omt for a
long time. Wildwood, Junr., bettered auy of
his previons essays, but mone of the back
markers bad auy chaoce with the limit
hormen, .

Fwo visiting horscr, In Dr. Chutney and
The Pizeon, were in Btrong demand for the
Alexandra Haodieap, hmt the luiter spoilt
hls ehunce by loslng several gecondm At the
Alart.  Omnce under way he sut down hia
feld in great atyle, and actually got to the
froni wheno three furlongs from home. Then
his effort told on him, and he faded right
ont of the rantest. A great ret-to betwern
Lodl and Fecotln emled in favour of the
latier by a length, the winmser covering two
nmlles o 4.55 3-0.

The Moorclam and Dr. Chutney bath ran
well for over thres: purts of the Journey,
and the former I8 on the lmprove.

Wellwood, the hendecome gon of WHd-
wood and Thelma, had o easy virtory in
the Tuiroductory tlandlcap. In which Shang-
hal, a recent imiparctatlon from Sydney, wil
amongst the atartars, but gnve a wretched
display.

Anether ataunch favourife ¢ Tord Althorp
had a comfortable win In the Belwyn MHandi-
cap, but the race was robbed of much in-
terest by Havelark getting Tld of Wi driver
and galloplng with the ficld all through the
toutest,

Dr. Chutney went Iin arenfly lnproved
style In the Electrlc Handicup which be
won comfortably In 2.24 25  Bbis nearest
attendants being Bay King and Directo.

Waod  Nvmnh, the greatly-improved
dnuchter of Wildwond and Ml Paole, wan
made the medlin of 8 blg plunge in the
Lightning Tandkeap, and, getting away At
B great pAce, she cléared rieht oot from
her fleld. scoring declsively from Florn and
Claremont, - .

Out of elzht events an the day's card mo
lews then meven were won by first favourites,

The Tanterbury Courslne Cluh's meeting
wan hrought tn a Rucceanful concloalon yes-
terday, wher the wenther wan fing and the
wttendance satiafaciary, n the len
Btakes Lord Matlock, by Clements — Matlosk,
sbowed @' gredt turm of foot, gnd in the

-

final conrse, with Fiying Reud, wan througy
his muperfor pure v the guarry. The sup-
plementary Rtake wan secured by Seutland,
who, after a good rno-up with Rockburn
Boy. showed 10 ot advantsge lu the clwe
work.,  Yoke, by Ulemeots —Matock, got
through the Novice Sinke withoat dificulty,
and in the final course, with Jeony Lind,
had matters ail blx own way., Ue Iy one
of the mokt promising malden dogs ween
out for mome ime. FHe is fuli brother te
Lol Mullock, who won the Maiden Stake.
tiolfen Nays had a somewhat lucky win
nyer Adwimtioo in the flunl of the Open
HBtake, while the Bapling Riske went to
War Hugle, a promislug juveulle by Feu De
Jole from Macrl Queen.

1% la reported that Mr. J. BR. Held has
purchaded the firasgles sind farm. and In-
tendd settiug up a breeding establivhment
thera,

John Beale. the jorks+y, who was the
vhrtim of n ditressing aveldeut when out
shooting at Msmgiel vu the 2wl instant, hus
Ho fur recovered from Lis Julurjes lhat hi
wan ahle to be dlscharged from the hospita
ou Saturday. It wlll be remsmwbeced that
Beale, wnile eroasing the .line of fire, re-
celved a portion of a chnrge nf n shotgan
in his foce nnd eyes, and a peilet penetrated
the left e¥eball nnd Indged behind It The
#y¥e has Becn Iemoveil. but (e sight of the
otler would, fortunately, seew to he unlal
puired,

CHRISTUCIITTRUH., Batorday.

Formula, the dam of Farmative, pave
birth to a colt foal by Gold Reef on Mon-
day 8=t at Aawke's Bay. This la the tirst
foal of the season so far noticed, and it is
Formula’s first foxl slece Furwative was
Touled. .

At the Stead dlspersal sale the sum of
£T73 was taken at the gates and. ap wsual,
the #mouat will be devoled 1o various
charlttes,

Mr. G, D. Greenwond, of Amherley, who
wis an exteoslve buyer at the Stead is-
persal sate, has engaged [ J. Masor ax hig
private trainer. Mr. Grernwood'a horaed,
whlch include ¥erle d°0r, the two-year-oli
alster to Guolden Hllpper, will be tralued at
Yaldharst.

K. U'Donnell, who was formerly hend
Ind at Yaldhurst, wlil train for Messra. W.
G, and G. L. Siesd for the fulure.

The South Canterbary J.C. have decllenl

‘to Increase the stakes 1o be given at tholr

ppring meeting from § A% o L1100,

The meciing of thr New Zealand Metro-
politan Frottlug € ub wus continued
Weduesday, and bronght to a concingion
on Friday. From all poluts of vlew the
gatherlung wus one of the most successful
ever held In Canterbury, ihe weather being
delightfuly fine, she track in first-clasy
otaer, and the attendance drcidedly above
the average. The Aucklard-owned stallion
Albertorots put up a really geod performn-
ance by winning the Midwinter Handicap
from the 48 mourk in 4.44. All through the
firs{ mtle, Derringeotle appeared .io have
an excelient winnlng chance, bat iwo fur-
lengs from home, Ekctor, Verax, aml
Athertorlous closed ou him, and in & great
finlsh  Albertorlous owtstayed the lot, win-
ntug a splerdid race Ly a couple of lengihs.

Wildwond gave a taste of his guality by

ronning round a blg field in the Progressive
Handicap, which he won ln great style In
4.5 406. 'This yonng sta!lion 15 destined to
teke s place amougst the very best of the
local candldates, for be ls yet susceptible
to dnuch lmprovement.
. The hing Edward iTandicap produced a
splendld contest, quite half the ten starters
appeacing to bave winnlug chaoces in the
l1ast half-mite. Then Led! put in a mar-
vellons ran, and cuiting down Scotln and
Vitella, ran home a bare winnee {o 447 2 5.
The performanee stawps the Eiminnitve
daughter of Kotlhsohild o3 onc of the best
two-nile sacdle borses seen oul at the
meeling.

A Dunedin represeniative, Wlilkle, was
made a prouopnced favourite for the Thash
Izandicap. bul though he rmn a good rare,
he wo e than met his mateh ln Patriek G,
who got to the end of a mlle In 220 15
The winner is m recent importation Irom
Sydpey, and for hiz inebes (13.2) he la wa-
doubriedly one of the best ever Scen o0 A
Canierbury vourse,

A particulariy smart fleld of 12 conircated
the Telegreph [andlrap, which weut to o
itt:ie funcled raudidute in Withtagion, who
led nicely all the way, sou covered the
mwlle in 2% Oua ihe cooviuding duy the
trark waa at its vfry best, and a large num-
ber of competltors lmproved their times
conglderably, many of thew withont win-
The big race of the day, the Nailonal
{wp, of 20cove, for hordes cupable of goioy
two mlles tn 448 or beiter, brought our a
splect Beld »f 10 competltors. The Americun
stalllon Wallace T.. was lu most demand,
but thare was also pleniy of money forth-
coming for Lord Elme, Iurbar, and Maron
Toole.  Starting off ab a great puce, Pur-
bar had the vase won a8t the mile, and put
up o performance seenmdl only b RibbonR-
wood's by winning comfortably in 4.9 23,
Alberterlons greatly bettered aoy of his pre-
viong dlsplars by gettlug secaml place in
4 40, whlle Lord Rlmo, who finished third,
left two miles behtod In 4.0, after haviog
A bad passage,

After Buccess and Mian Florrie C. had
ran themselves to A stamdstill 4a the (an-
terbury 1Tandleap, Laudervale outalayed the
pair, and ran home a cowforiable winner
In 4.50 284, Durbar, though pennllzed ihere
peconds. bad no difeulty In aeeountlie for
the apposiilon In fhe Speedway 1fandicap,
whirh war uat 1o he wondrred at, acelng
that be left the mile behlod In 2,18, The
performancen of the Van Cleave gelding
utamp him as the fasteat pacver at present
in commmlission. The Internationa! Handicap
brooglit about one of the fiNCSL contents ever
witnessed o the Addington track. Klector,
Fiorin, and Verax fooght out a great Amish
over tha last forlouy, when Lord Elmo put
in  his  clalm, snd the quartet fiashed
pat the noat with less than baif a length
weparating  them. Vietory remled  wlih
Froria by R head from his siable mate
Klecior, who was a similar distance In
front of lord Elmo, with Verax a neck

-away, founn, .

~hweting, and the <

* Inclines - rarewnnla,

TLEET RACE MEETING,.

A round of [
wonld never be co:

in Auwckland
without a race
xceuse of such
g Testivities
anl Racing

& beautiful wetlling for
an ia the fortune of the A

-Ululs te effer visitors Lo their eonrse, en-
‘sures at all times pleasnre of full guan-

tity Lo all anl sundry whose decision
It matters oot es-
sentially whether the one whao goes i
& racehoarse enthusinst or whether his
knowledge of the »purt of kings begina
and emts with the card held for carelesa
and infrequent  refrrence—Ellerslie l-
ita hours of pleasant
apenching ais te ihie man who knows, or
wanta to know, or dozsn’y particolarly

care either way., anl 1o the woman
whoee ferminine heari Jdelights in a little
exciteinent  and  promenade  of daroty
finery. EHerslic at ail times calls with
no uncertain sowant io worshipprrs of

Kiag Innine aml  to the devotees of
Madame Fushion, but even Ellerslie™s op-
pertunity 1o wou America nay come
but once, and to-day that once arrived,
Andd she took full  vaniapge of her
privilege.  Never, declared those whe are
qualified {a tell, never in the whote 23
yrars of her history, has this beantiful
raceenurse of suburban  Auckland pre-
sented so fair o complexion in this sea-
gon of so-called winter, as when the
oflicers and Loy< of Ll preat American
battleship firet jonrmeyed there on Weds
nesday for enterininment at the hands
of the English thoroushbred. .

The wrather, pnxionsly scanned alike
by thuse respousible for the prime wue-
cess of the guthering anil the thousands of
Auckland’s enthusiastic arcersories, wasg
all the hearl of man could desire under
ihe extraordinary cifvumstances attend-
ing matters atmospheric during the Am-
erican week, ond ns to the scene of
operativns, Aucklandars couid well awell
with pride ot the natural favours of theiy
benutifuily  endowid antipudes  home.
Aucklina is no niggard host, and every-
one connected wilh the ruving commitics
made it his especial Lusiness te be an
active part of the marlinery for the
provision of evmpleie cnjuoyment for the
wailor boys of America ss could be ac-
complished. :

Asa early un balf-past eight the eailor
boys tn blur began to asscible near the
Supreme Court, irom whicn a spevial per-
vice of cars was arrsrged to convey the
men-g-warsmen of bath dteets to the
raccvourse.  Tle first Lo assemlbie were &
atalwart company of Jack Tars from Lhe
Eritish vessols, and to beguile the tedium
of waiting an impromplu pune of loot-
ball was indulged in nupon the compara-
tively clear expanse of Lower Bymonds-
strect.  ‘Lhe Luys were oul holiday-mak-
ing and kuew it, for wever could a mer-
rier, eare-free crowd of wellcontented
saitor Jucks lhave wele been diacovered.
Hut presently the voncourse grew and
grew, tild severnl hundreds of Americam
and Briti-h Jacks were on the wait. A%
nine o'clock the siring of cars provided
began Lo luad, npward« of 1000 sailors
of Uncle Sain's ‘leet and {wn or thres
hundred Britishers heing in the gala pro-
cession of decorated earys. The route to
Ellerslie was like n triumph, cheers and

lively banter lieng eactanged en routs

in sientorion {owes with anyone and alk
who chese to perlicipate in the day's
wbandon fretn sordid care.

Loug befure the time for racing the
blue coated erawd were om the scens,
and the eMerveseing spirits of Jack ashore
on Loliday bent must find some outlet.
The enrampment of mounted country
volunteera Iny micely ready, und in the
interval of waiting for the business-
plensanre of the duy the turs 'proh‘hl_!
found mure mavine enjosment than g
the following pyreant of galloping hormes.
The wolanteers pluced horses ut their
disposal, aml meretly the lime passed
in every manner of regular and othes-
wise of horsemanship that mailors esn
devise. Suome of the Americana had
clearly learnt their riling lessons in
practieal selrool hefore joining their coun-
try's navy, Lut the diversions b1 the
uninitiated wrere Jdiverting as bis oa-
luvking brother Jack couli well desire. |

But ihe time for the race approaches;
the erowd is thronging to the srens of
the horse, and cver must Jack be where
the thirong is thickest. So to the eoursa
they haste, and curiously gwse abouf)
them at the unnccusiomed surroundingh,
Tha welvel preem and moft arborscesun
elad beauty of ithe course and ita emr
virons ihey can understand right well
and properly appreciate, but for the resdl
our American Jack tar cousins feel W@
little bit astray. Particularly do := .
wonder at the weitd-Inoking appar




