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’ A Fleet in Being.

WORK AND PLAY ON A
BATTLESHIFP.

A FINE TRAINING,

. . (By WALTER L DOYLE)
(I the * San. Francisco Chronicle.”)

“In times of peaca prepare for war.”
This in the motte of our American Bavy,
and thig is the remscn that our seailor

& 2re able to make such parfect scores
with Uncle Sam'a big guns. No ons
" knowsg when the arder, * Clear ship for
action 7 ie to be given, and that is why
ihe officers amd enlisted men of the

United States pavy-are kept in copstant

training so as to be in readiness for that

dbugle call which.is the most thrilling
given on shipboard, bringing forth the
paine manifestations of spirit~ as does

1he eall to * charge” . .

Life aboard an American nan-o'-war 18
one of expectancy. The same etirriag
seenes were enacted on bﬂardlahlp at
Mardalena Hay as on the American War
vessels which went te avenge the Maine

" in Havana barbour in 1895. The order

4o clear smip s one thot is frequently
" given. Wheu it -ecmes officers and men

instantly spring to quarters. i .

The divisivns are set to work in t'helr
respective portions of the ship and in a
eomparatively short time the outward
appearance ol _the vesacl is  greatly
chansed. . If it is a rcal battie, and the
eneml; be near, then the work is speedily
carried on. The steel wiras and braces
which encircle the npper deck of the ahip
are taken down. The boats are taken
from the boat mests. ~ The boat davits
are removed, and cvery loose and mov-
able object is cleared from the outer
siceks of the ship. Everything on the
hurricane deck is either thrown overboar
or siowed below. If there is time in

hich to anchor the boats togeiher this

'a done. If not the small boats are

simply eet adrift, and the plugs are re-

moveil from the hottom of each in order
that they may £il, and thus drift very
slowly. -

All wooden objects are always removed
from the decks, as the splinters are very
much dreaded by officers and  men, and
have been known to irjure large numbers.
§plinter mats, wsually made -of caovas
wre wsed to prevent splinters from fBying.
It takes from two to eight hours to clear
& ship for action, and every ship strives
to break the record in the practice drils.

AT THE GUNE.,

While the ghip ir heing cleared, others
-on shiphoard are getting the guns ready.
Ammunition §s being placed on the ear-
yiers and the gun crews are al their

ts. The runge finders have long sines
obtained the range of the enemy, and all
arc awaiting the eigmal to " fire”. At
each gun ,which fucen the enemy, the
‘pointers Lave found their object. Pointer
‘No. | trains the gun on the enemy’s ship
‘by raising or lowericg ‘the gun barrel
sceording to the motion of his own ship,
ami. pointer No. 2 moves his gun gide-

ways. The ranges are telephoned to the:

gun-pointers who never remove their eyes
from the pup sights sgain ustil the ordér
“cenge firing " is given. Each gun crew
has its own werk to perform, nnd one
erew camiot koow what another crew is
doing and shoot etffectively. -

Target praciice with heavy guns is
beld by every veasel in the navy several
times @ -year. The target is usually
bunyed nbout 1600 yards away from the
ghip, anud the firing is done while the
vesge] ig steanming at the rate of 10
knots an hour.

‘TRE SAILCR'S 1.OT.

“Life aboard a United Siates warship
. ‘i not. as unpleasant as the uninitiated

* ‘heliave, The United States navy offers
an excellent opportunity to =il mdustri-
vus young mem, : A YOung man may
learn one of meny irades aboard ship,
which will it him to earn his livelihood
when his term- of enliniment
The United Statea pays its sailord much
better than doen any otler navy. The
Ameriean sailor gets better food, cloth-
jng, and beiter treatment than do thoee
in other navies. The United Statea
knows Lhow to make its pailors happy,
Lncte Bam keeps his pailor boys in good

spirits by sexving plenty of good, whole- |

poma food. There is w genersus supply
.of fresh meat, feh, vegetables, atrong
zoffes, and an sbundance of bread and
butter perved each day, and, in addition
to the abave, the ehip's larder often
sbutsinn & bountifal eupply of fruits,
puddingm, and pien .

is aver. .

The proverbinl turkey dinner is also
served wany times during the year. Not
snly ia there an abupndance of food, but
ik is of ab excellent quality. It is the
duty of the chief surgeon and chief
steward to inspeet the food furnished the
ship by the cormisaary, and unless it
i of the required standard it is not

. allowed o the mess table,

The mewly eulisted man, provided he
has not had previous experience in sca-
faring life; Ia msat to a training ehip,
where he veceives & thorough course of
instruction in the duties of a asilor.

A DAY'S ROUTINE,

Om shipboard the men turn to at two
bells, wlich in 5 o'cloek. Half an hour
i= wpent .in rolling their hammock and
blanketa, snd in dressing, Thiy is
when tha day's work begins for those
who are not on wateh. The pipes of
the coxswam and boatswain, togrther
with the roar of the “jimmylegs,” are
heard. With pants rolled up to their
knees and in bare feet, the sailors seize
brooms, mops, sand stones and bucketr.
For nearly tweo hours the time is spent
in cleaning the ship. No serubwoman,
no matter how thorough in her work,
ever leaves & cleaner task behind her
than does the sailor. After every piece
of brasa is brightly polished and every
gun is thoroughly cleaned, the ship is
drersed for the day. Rain or shine,
storm or calm, the tighting ship receives
ita daily wash, -

When the work of cleaning the ship is
over, the men don their neat uniforma
in order to be rendy for assembly and
inspection, which- comes at about 7.30.
Following inspretion, the welcome eall
to mexs 8 given on the bugles. While
the work of vleaning ship was going on,
scoren of cooks and mess hoya were pre-
paring the firat meal of the dav. The
men now file to the gus and berth decks,
where the swinging tablea have been
get to place. When ell is ready the
officer in charge of ihe wess gives the
sipnal to be seated. - After removing
their caps, which is the sailor’s graee,
all are anon busily engaged in aatisfying
the wanis of the inner man. Cercals,
a meat og finh stew. fried or boiled egps,
‘potatoes, fraits, bread and butter, and
coffec, atre some of the things found in
the breakfast menu. | )

The chief peity offivern eat at o sepa-
rate mesa, Asg a rule, the chief petties
contribite a small sum each- month in
order that their table may be supplied
with rertain delicacied Rot on the ship’s
food list. They have a chef.and stew-
ard of their own, who attends to their
wantis. The commanding officer of the
ship usually dines in stete, a1l alone.
If he be of an amiable disposition. he
mav frequenily grace the table of tha
senior and junior officers.

Ou every ahip there is a well equipped
hospital, with a competent staff of phv-
gicinng, nurses, and pharmacists.  Tle
ship'a medicine chest' containe all the
drugs necessary to combat any form of
disense. ond every precaution is taken
to prevent iilness.

ENFORCEMENT OF DISCIPLINE.

Discipline is demanded- of the sailor.
*If lie nreglects his duty, becomes quar-
relsome, violatea & rute, oversteps his
liberty, disobeys an order from a eupe-
rior, or is guilly -of any other breach of
ship diseipline, he scon learna to regref
it. For any of the ahove offencea his
shore Hberty, which is dear to the heatrt
of every anilor, may be denied him. He
may be placed in the brig, which is the
_ghip’a pridon, and eat brcad and water
for two menla a day. _ .

H the unraly jack is looking for
fight. the chief nrasier at arms, or any
of his assistants, and there are several
of them aboard a whip, i very-sure to
sccommodate him, The chiel master at

arms, or the "big bull” as he ia known, .

is supposed to be the best rough and
Atumble fighter aboard the slip, and if
Any man proves himself nore worthy
of the position than the chief he can
put himgelf in line for it by whipping
the ghip's police officers. As w rule the
“Chief Bull” is able is take care of
himself, as he has, in all probabitity,
fought hia wav to that position. The
word of the chief maaster at arms ahnard
ship is law, and no ons ean dispute him.
If he aees any one, it makes no differ.
nnce whether he be eaptain or enlisted.
mian, violating & ship's vule, he hag the
power and authority to stop him.
The writer haa heard a shisf manter
at arma tell a party of officers, who
were moking & loud noise in a cabin
after the call for “Hghts out™ had heen
ven, to “stop that nmoise™ Hia ordex
‘the pflicers’ easa  wan
~obeyed. It is- the: duty of the chief

instantly -

master at arms and his assistants to in-
speut the ship when the order *lights
out” is given, and sea that all noisea
cease. Tuis order comes at 8 o'clock.

LOVE FOR AMUSEMENTS.

A nhip's crew of from 450 to 600 men
muist necessarily be quite commopolitan.
One may find aboard & United States
war veesel nearly every matiomality.

The jacky lovea his fun, but the gen-

- eral public must not think -that all of

them are care free and love nothing but
& good time, Every ssilor likes to go
ashare and see the mights, and a large
number like to spend money. Not ail
of them, however, spend all of their

. wages; the majority of the men have a

geod sized rum on the books when the
cruise i3 over. They are encouraged ta
save  their eoaim, and the CGovernment
will pay them a generous interest for
any mouney ithey may leave with tha
payimaster.

Hardly a week passes aboard & ship
without some form of amusemert to
which the entire ship ia invited. Among
the several- bundred men aboard =&
cruiser or battleship there. are always
to be found several talented performers.

If it is learned that thera is a clever
mstrumentalist aboard the ship who is
without a violin, cornet, mandolin, or

*whatever may be used by him, the men

- port this instrumeat ia obtained.

appoint a committes and in the firaz
The
sailor ia not mean with ls money, and
any worthy shipmate in hard luck is
always sure of a generous suhsidy, and
his fellows de not get a megaphone anil
go on the forecastle and cry out about
their gond deeds, either. Athletics aro.
of course, the chief entertainment of the
sailors.  Athletic contests of nearly
every kind are irdulged in. Every ship
has a baseball and foclball team, aml
whenever two ships make port ai the
same time the commanding ollicers, when
it is possible, allow the two teams to
meet. As many of the ghipy’ men as
can be spared are allowed to accompany
and root for their respective teams. Yes,
the jacky supports his team, and if you

- think your team is better than that of

the other ship your -memey will speak
for you.

YPerhaps the preatest form of amuse-
ment, and in which every sailor takes
an iuierest, is the boat race. Lach akip
has n racing crew, and the members
of tha erew, if it js a good one, are

fairly idolized.

" PERSONAL ENCOUNTERS.

Many ‘a clever prize fighter has heem
turned out by the navy. If a man thinks
he can box hé is encouraged and is given
an opportunity to manifest his powers.
Fighting togs and training machines are
gecured for him, and he is backed against
men of other ships.
Hoskins, Tem Sharkey, Young
#nd nany others received their
training in the navy.

The sailor loves a fight, and
“gob® haa it in for another and wishes
to get revenpge, he invites the person
wha is the object of his scern to don
the mitts, This is the only way in which
fighting is permitied on ship, and then

GrifTa,
initial

if one

"&he ill-fecling must only he hinted at.

No. ordingry person has the oppor-
tunity of seeing the world with so
litile coat to himself 28 has tha sailor.
In the winter hia ship visits southern
ports and im the summer montha the
fighting vessel cruises north. No more
interesting traveller can be found than
the Jark Tur. In relating some of the
ircidenta of his journeyings, and when
telling of the cities ha has visited, the
sailor may emktelliash hia story, but his
inlk is sure to be interesting.

EFFECT. OF THE TRAINING.

Discipliné is a8 good thing for every
man, aud any one who has seen service
is sure to niawe a good workman and
often a fine executive, The navy teachey
men to oley, and they thus become
reapeeters of law and order,

There ia o large library on shipbeard,
and when off duty the mailor has the
privilege of borrowing these hooks. Edu-
cational writings of every deseription
may be found in the ship’s library, and if
a man is a diligent stwlent he may
leurn a great deal. An excellent oppor-
tunity in offered to young men in the

Vnited States service. Tha college man .

in noy a stranger in the navy, por.is
the professional man found absent fromn
the rapka.

Seme ¢f the Ingenuity shewn by, the ’
mailnre in smuggling liqunr aboard ship .
All norts |

is atniont to be marvelted at.
of rubber bLapgs are’' sametimes plesed
inside & blouse or simepped aguinst n

lez. A home made liquor is soinstimeg
prepared by mixing  painters ah
flour, the while of an egy, and lim'-.u-:
lemon juice. All of these things go ta
make the jackies’ life one long day of
sung god pleasure,

Tinr I1SLANIK
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TENDERY FOH LEASBING.

Distrlct Tands Oftice,
Auckinud, 21t July, W08, "
It 13 herche uotided that written Tenders
wlill béd rece'ved ot the Lauda Ofkie, Auc
lond, ap to 4 v'elock pom. on FRIDAY, 14
’?lufu?"l mlm,{ fur g Lease of Part of Tl
i Island 48 acrew 2 rouds U perch
Itaarak! fnlf. v o
Term af Leaae, 10 yeara, from st Septent.
her, 100K, for GHRAZING FODHPONEE ONLY,
Fulk particulary, olse pogter pland eso be
oltalued on appleation at the Landa Qftes,
JOIN STRAUCHON,
Urmmlusloner of Crown Landa,

The two sons of Mr.
Chas. A. Finch, Ph. Q.
M.P. 8., “"Kuranda,”
Boyce 8t., Glebe Point,
Bydney, NSW. were
both cured of a very
severs cough and cold
with one bottle of Dr,
Sheldon’s New Discovery.

‘THEHOLSMAN

AUTOMOBILE COY.

HAVE YOU EVER WISHED
FOR AN AUTOMOBILE

- Raubis boilt h!.sh snenugh lo travel osaniry rends EDRD
BGailor Burke, Reddy -

anrrfagd.
Wil b v avainary MU travelled
Hus no divided roar ar
Hus uo differsadlal gonr.
Has 0o friat o slotek
Hus 0 fook levars to bather.
Ta nir cooled and will ast frets

#lid rabber b

as

La tallt Hke o carrieg

Tooks Like & anrriage.
Lika & casrisgs.

THE HOLSMAN AUTOMORBILE

Fall puriisnlors om applanilom (e
W. J. COLES FF CO., 183 Herefond i
CHRISTCHURGH.
Sols Agemis ter K.

The Graphic ‘_Frea
Stereoscopes

Stereoscopes for use with
the pichres sent ou}
weekly with the Graphic
are  supplied GRATIS

To Annual Subscribers ;

and should be applied far
oft Subscriblng or Renew-
ing Subscriptions.  Appl»
cation should bs forwarded
tc the Manager .



