
Rperry, officers, and gentlenvn, to me has

fallen the privilege and the pleasure of

proposing the toast of the Navy of the

United States of America. (Applause.)
To-night that Navy has for us a per-

sonal and an impersonal aspect—personal
In so far as it |s represented by the gal-
lant seamenwhom to night we arc gather-
ed here to honour. (Cheers.) Imper-
sonal in so far as we are reminded that

the Navy of America has in twenty years
become one of the greatest and most effi-

cient fighting forces of the world. (Ap-

plause.) My toast mint properly be con-

fined to this latter aspect, but I cannot

deny myself the opportunity of welcom-
ing, on behalf of this whole Domi-

nion Rear-Admiral Sperry, his officers,
and men. (Prolonged cheers.) We are

proud to have his fleet here with us

(hear, hear) proud that America has

honoured us by this visit, but it- is our

special pride that the fleet’s first port of

call outside the Dominions of its own

nation is a New Zealand one. (Applause.)
To have over 14,000 brave officers and

.men of any nation visit us would be in

itself a memorable evei\t, but to have

these seamen come to us, not as aliens

from a nation foreign to us in traditions,
tongue, laws, and ideals, but coming to

us from a people we delight to think

sprang from our own old Anglo-Saxon
blood—(hear, hear) —from a people
speaking our language, and sharing our

own traditions, institutions, and national

aims; this is the greatest delight to us

of all. (Applause.) No fleet, save our

own, could by its presence in these waters

have provoked such a warm and universal
welcome as to-day beats in our hearts.

(Applause.) The pre.-vnee of this majestio
fleet, after a memorable voyage, is to us—

is to the world—but one more illustra-

tion of the greatness of that English-
speaking race of which we ourselves are

proud to be a branch. (Applause.)
Let me then, before passing to the im-

personal aspect, express to Rear-Admiral

Sperry our heartiest congratulations, our

sincerest welcome, and our best wisb.es

for the future of his fleet. (Cheers.) To-

day sixteen warships of America ride at,

anchor in this port, besides a number of

auxiliaries—a magnificent detachment,
but yet but a detachment of the Navy
of America. We have here the Connecti-

cut, the Louisiana, the Vermont, th? Min-

nesota, the Rhode Island, the Ohio, and

ten other magnificent warships. A great
formidable fleet in itself, and yet but a

part of its nation’s naval strength. (Ap-
plause. )

Th? rapidity of the rise of America as a

sea power is unparalleled in the annals

of the world. (Llear. hear.) It seems as

if titanic force has taken birth before

our very eyes, for I have th,? highest au-

thority—the President of the United
states himself -for saying that, so late as

1883 the American Navy consisted of but

a collection of rusty monitors and anti-

quated wooden ships L?ft over from the
Civil War. (Laughter and applause.) To-

day that Navy .comprises 21 modern

battleships (with 4 building and 4 more

proposed), 4 older battleships, 10

first-rate armoured cruisers, and 4 second-
rate, 10 monitors. 13 protected cruisers,
3 scouts. IG destroyers (with 5 building
and 4 proposed). 27 first-class torpedo
boats, G second and third-class torpedo
boats, and 12 submarines (with 3 build-

ing and 4 proposed). (Applause.) Truly,
gigantic strides in the naval expansion
of America have h?en made during the

last quarter of a century. And the whole
lone ami temper of the American nation
shows that it is determined to possess a

navy greater and mightier still, worthier
of its people, their power, their dominions,
and their destiny. (Applause.) And to
Uiis end the people of the .United States

are accepting an enormousburden of mili

•tary expenditure; this year no less a sum

than 204,122,855 dollars, being 36.5 of

their great public revenue. As compared
with this. France spends 201,439.523 dol

lars; Germany, 240,007,724 dollars; and

England. 270.596,757 dollars. Hence, it
will be seen that America spends on pre-
parations for war but 64 million dollars

less than the stupendous outlay of Great
Britain, and thus it will be seen that on

naval and military preparation the United
♦States is expending more in proportion to
its public revenue than France, and verv

lU'arly as much as England and Germany.
What woml?r then that America now

takt‘> rank as the second naval Power of
the world, (Applause.) The marvel is
that this splendid position has b a v. i
go goon. And in this connection there is
a fact significant of the deep cordial re-

lations of the two gr.*at English speaking
nations. The fact that her public men
declare it to be the intention of the
United States to be second in naval
■trength to no nation ia the world except

England, whoso naval supremacy America,
for reasons we surely infer, does not find

it necessary to rival. (Applause.)
Great then as is America’s Navy of to-

day, its growth, it is evident, will not

.•ease, hut continue by marked degrees
until it fully corresponds to the national
great ii’ss "of its people,’and every manly
lover--of peace, righteousness, and honour
jurist rejoice in this recent and prospec-
tive naval expansion -of the greatest
nation of the West. (Applause.) America
has spread eivislisation west and south

over that vast area of th,? world’s sur-

face where floats the Stars and Stripes,
mainly by the forces, actual or potential,
of her arms, and mainly by the same

powers by land and sea have the foremost
of modern nations spread civilisation over

the world.

By these forces alone can civilisation
permanently and safely protect itself
from the assaults of barbarism and des-
potism. and by these forces mainly—if
not alone peace, law. order, and jus-
tice can be extended into those lands
where anarchy, savagery, or tyranny now
holds sway. (Applause.) The lesson
enlightened nations teach us is that naval
and military forces exist not for aggres-
sion, not as of old for conquest—but for
protect ion against oppression, and for

safeguarding a nation’s greatest asset—•
its national honour. But the navy of an

enlightened people may have an even

higher mission—namely, that of prepar-
ing the paths Of peace and progress by
the repression of the barbarous a,nd law-

less forces of benighted lands. fAp-
plause.) France teaches this lesson in

what she has done for Algiers; England,
in what she has done in India and the
Great Salley of the Nile; America, in

what she has done in the Philippines and
Cuba. (Hear, hear, and cheers.)e In these
and many other eases during the last

hundred years the arms of the leading
civilised countries of the world have been
the forerunner of peace and order, the

harbinger of justice, and of protection
against cruelty, oppression, and .inse-
curity. This, then, not aggrandisement—-
not mere domination, is the highest mis-
sion of national greatness, the highest
purpose of national expansion.

In America, as elsewhere, this enlight-
ened sense of national duty has not been
reached without the strenuous opposi-
tion of many whose narrow sympathies
felt no interest in the struggles for right
ami freedom taking place in the outside

world. In tinal analysis these people are

r»?;llly I’fxdstillg l-licil’ Il 11 Oil’s destiny fllld

high mission. Happily, it is no longer
necessary to say to America, “Pray God

your greatness may not fail from craven

fears of being great.'' Thus it is that the
rapid naval expansion of the American

navy is viewed by every enlightened man

and woman as a further guarantee of the

]H»ace and ever expanding civilisation of

tho whole work!. (Applause.) Not a

peace at any price, not a craven-hearted

peace like that which permitted the con-

tinuance of the horrors of Armenia, not

a peace that makes brave men hold down
their heads in submission to shames and

wrongs, not a peace which sacrifices the

honour and the sense of humanity of a

people to the mere profit, safety’, and

ease of the prosent, but a manly peace,
purchased with Hie sword at the belt,
and purchased at the expense of nothing,
which touches all nationalhonour, at the

expense of nothing, whieh is essential to

the progress or preservation of higher
civilisation. . (Applause.)

It has been well said by President

Roosevelt that it is only the warlike

power of a civilised people that can give
peace to the world, and he has marked

in eloquent words the fact that it is the
great expanding nations which bequeath
to future ages glorious memories and the
material results of their achievements.

He has generously declared that Eng-
land stands as the archetype and best
exemplar of a mighty expanding nation;
and we in turn can truthfully declare

that the United .States of America, in-

heriting* as she does the traditions of

England, stands before the world the

great expanding nation of the West, an

expansion, as I have endeavoured to

show, not from sorma motives, out from
the noblest aims of liunyan progress, en-

lightenment, and honourable peace. Ar-

ticulate or inarticulate, this is the

motive which has mainly brought into
being ttie great fighting force of the
American navy of to-day'. These are the

;;im- v. hkdi will secure its extension and

increased efficiency so that in the years
to come a navy' of that great but still

young nation of Anglo-Saxon stock will
in ships, men, and fighting efficiency, with
the majestic navy of the older parent
land of England, be bound in motive deep
l»ased, if unwritten in the language of
diplomacy, resulting from a sense of kin-

ship both in blood and common mission,
namely, the securing of the world’s peace,
the protection of the weak against op-
pression, and the promotion of those

higher aims for which the nations of
Great Britain and America stand so pre-
eminent. (Applause.)

Nor is America fulfilling this destiny
by merely building ships. Now, as in

Nelson’s day, the morale of the officers

and crew, their skill, their courage, aaid
their discipline are as essential to great
results—to victorious results—as the

strength, speed, and guns of the war-

ships; and surely no navy of the world
contains more gallant, able, and disci-
plined seamen than those of the navy
which to-.night we wish to honour. (Ap-
plause.)

Th.? American Navy looks to our own

Nelson as the greatest admiral the woild

has produced, while America herself

proudly points to Farragut, to Dewey, and

if occasion arose, to Evans, and to our

guest Sperry this evening—(deafening ap-

plause)—as admirals with all the courage
and judgment that make a fighting sea-

man great. (Applause.) In no great
conflict yet have England and America
stood in armed alliance. Some day that

may happen, for a thousand claims to

such a brotherhood of aims are found in

common origin, goodwill, and community'
of national aims. True friendship is

tested by adversity. That incident 50

years ago in the I’ciho River is an earnest

of this, when the old American Naval

Captain Josiah Datnall outraged inter-

national law to assist an English gun-
boat then under an overwhelming Chines?

fire. (Applause.) He could not, in spite
of these obligations of international

comity, passively witness the destruction
of a friend by an alien enemy. He inter-

fered, and bluntly offered as his excuse.

“That blood was thicker than water.”

(Applause.)
And surely Europe saw and America

felt where England’s place would have

been had that shot whieh at a critical

moment in Manila Bay- Dewey fired
across the bows of an intruding foreign
warship, resulted in a greater conflict—

President Roosevelt himself points out

that Dewey’s firmness and action there

was, to use the President’s own words,
“in hearty accord with our most cordial

well-wishers, the English naval repre-
sentatives.” (Applause.)

The two great English-speaking nations
were in those hours, and in their hearts,
firm, if undeclared asociatcs. The battle

of Manila Ba.y and that of Santiago
placed Admiral Dewey in the front rank

of the great naval commanders of the

world. (Applause.) These fights did

more—they showed the world tjie morale,
the cool courage, the splendid marksman-

ship, and general efficiency of the Ameri-

can Navy, and. more than all this (as far

as we are concerned), these great battles
and the who].? Spanish-American war

showed in all the Dominions of Britain
that sense of natural comradeship with

America which would have brought us

io her side had aid in an extended con-

flict been necessary. (Applause.)
But the highest mission of America

through her Navy’ is not to be the special
friend of any nation. She may be the

friend of France, or the friend of Eng-
land, but she will be, 1 believe, -their

friend only because she is a greater friend

still to the eternal principles of honour,
truth, and justice. (Applause.) These
principles she will help to promote by’ all

the methods known to honourable peace,
but, if need be, she must and she will spell
h?r mission through iron lips of her

thousand guns, and tell the world,
aS she told it at Manila and

at Santiago, that America stands
to-day, as 'Old . England does, the

champion of the oppressed and the de-

stined and determined defender of jus-
tiq? and freedom. (Applause.) In this
■sincere belief, let me propose the health of
the Navy of the United States of America,
which I couple with the name of Rear-

Admiral Charles S. Sperry. (Prolonged
applause.)

ADMIRAL SPERRY IN REPLY.

THE MISSION OF THE NAVY.

Responding to the toast of the United
States Navy, Admiral Sperry’, who was

greeted with a perfect hurricane of

cheering, said that such a welcome' would
make even the dead speak, and naval
officers were not dead. (Daughter.) TM
mission of the Navy was “Peace with

Justice,” “and certainly/’ lie added, “so

long as our navies go Undefeated by an

enemy, no enemy can possess the seas

■of your shores or our own slmrcs.*’. (Ap-
plansM “The Prime Minister,”,contin-
ued Admiral Sperry, “had traced the de-

velopment of the United States Navy
from the Valley of the Shadow to its
present hopeful condition, and they old-

er officers know: “We know the hopeless
days,” he said, “when we were told that
the interests of eighty million active-
minded energetic human beings could ba

limited by geographical boundaries; that

we had no interests anywhere in the
world beyond those limits. We know

those days when we were told that we

had the strongest navy in the world, and
we had seven rotten monitors. (Daugh-
ter.) We remember them sadly, but

we are very hopeful of those gallant
young officers who are coining on after-

wards. We had been building ships and

turning them out for what we called

‘settling down cruisers,’ and they didn’t
settle; they got move unsettled. (Daugh-
ter.) The Navy had to rebuild them,
but eventually our President, to whom

we owe so much, concentrated these
vessels into a fleet, and Hie fleet is the
executive arm of the Navy. A navy
without a fleet is a mock. The fleet

is growing day by day through officers

who understand their ships’ personal
equations. A shop is a human being,
and they are all tricky things.

(Daughter.) The position of a

fleet is to combine the ships of

the. Navy into a perfect executive in-

strument in order that we may have

peace with justice. (Applause.)
“I am much more inclined to speak

of the Dominion of New Zealand than

of ships,” continued Admiral Sperry, “be-

cause to-night our hearts are full of the

reception that our more than cousins—-
brothers —are giving us. (Applause.)
This magnificent Dominion undoubtedly
is one of the richest on this earth, and
their principal care seems to be how to

distribute the State property amongst
the people without pauperising them—-

(applause) demanding that the wealth
which is the prbperty of the State shall
be so administered and so divided that

the people, shall not' be pauperised, but

that each and every one shall have a fair

opportunity to labour and end his life

in peace and contentment. (Applause.)
That is why we call this the newer Amer-

ica—with its boundless resources, mag-

nificent harbour whore those sixteen bat-

tleships lie in perfect security in all

weathers. It is almost the securest, har-

bour I have ever seen the fleet anchored

in. (Hear, hear.) I am not sitting rip

at night for fear any of the vessels will

break adrift. If they do, it will be on

hospitable shores. (Laughter and
cheers.) New Zealand is magnificent in

its resources. It has a self-respecting
labouring population, with no poverty
and no want, and it is certainly the me-

tropolis of Hie Southern Hemisphere. On

behalf of our President I may say safely
that nothing will be nearer to his hears

than the genial, cordial, thankful wel-

come that, has been given to the fleet

by the Dominion of New’ Zealand.”
(Doud applause.)

Continuing, the Admiral expressed, on

behalf of the officers and men of the

fleet their most cordial thanks for the

reception. He was confident that it
would be as cordial to His Majesty the
King as to the President. (Hear, hear,
and cheers.)' “Certainly,” he concluded,
“if His Excellency is able to oil the Do-

minion machine, we know that he can

oil the international.”

THE TOAST OF THE BRITISH

NAVY.

When the applause had subsided, Ad-

miral Sperry rose to propose the toast

of “The British Navy.” lie could not
imagine, he said, any toast which gave

him more pleasure to propose than the
service from which they had learned

their laws and customs, and which had

supplied the noblest traditions from the
great actions in the defence of its coun-

try.

ADMIRAL SIR RICHARD POORS
IN RESPONSE.

It Was sohje minutes, berare Admiral

Sir Richard Poore, who rose to respond,
could make himself heard through the.

deafening applause. He expressed' his
cordial thanks for tlie manner in which
the -toast was received. The cordiality
had a true-ring in it. It was a ring to

which, although he had been but a short
time in these wafers, he was afraid he
was getting accustomed to, and ho was

rather afraid he was getting spoiled,
(Daughter and cries of “No.") He knew
that when the toast of “Tl)e Navy” was

propos'ed in these waters it was received
with a cordiality that ho could almost
ftay-r-amd that was saying a great deal—-

•it, hardly ever, received anywhere
else. [Hear, hear.) “To you gentlemen
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