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In and .Out of Parliament.

Notes on Public

“Mr. ¥ F. Hoekley has consented to
eoniesi the Bangatikei scat in the Oppo-
mition interest » . 7

Mr. John Driver, who has been seloct=d
us Oppowition cardidate for the Hawera
seat, has vetired from ihe conteat. .

.-

*T object to having cold water shoved
down my threat when I want ecmething
mearmer."—Mr Rutherford on the liquor
guesation.

> A

The Prime Minister thinks it may ba
necessary to appoint 2 Royal Commis-
mion to inguire into the question of tim-
ber dutiea.

®x N

Mr, Lanrenson’s Bill, sceking to have
the Local Option polls determined by a
bere majority, was thrown out on the
second reading by 64 votes to 8.

* 2

"1 am wpposed to the bare majority
proposal, us the preatest tactical mistake
by the No-Licensa party.”—Mr. F. M. B.
Fisher, M.P,

: 3 »

Mr. John Macfarlane (mayer of Tapa-
mii} will probably he a eandidate for
Clutha in the Government interest at
the generai alectionm. -

L
Mr. David Buick, & well-known farmer
and racekorse owner and breeder, is men-
dioned me a probeble candidate for the
Palmerstor seat in the Opposition im-
tereat.

a R

In reply to Mr. Poland, the Minister
for Public Worka says that instructions
bave been isaued to the mining inspectora
to report an coal geams throughout the
Dominion, with & view to their untiliza-
tion for State coal mining purposes.

L

“It is amusing to notes wkwt Mr, Har-
netl, manager of the English football
team, aald to an interviewer in regard
to liquor in Invercargill, in view of the
fact that three of his own men fell over-
board when leaviog Auckland” said Mr.
Fisher . .

L]

Aw Ar Thomas Mackenzie hag defl-
nitely decided to contest the Taieri seat,
Mr M. Btevenson (Chairman of the
Charitable Aid Board}, previously spoken
of a3 & candidate for this seat, will
stand for Bruce in the Government im-
terests.

a2 %

“You slwaya find testimoniale from
elergymen tacked on to these quaek ad-

sertisementa,” said Mr Hornsby to-pight, -

when dlscussing his Quuskery Prevention
Bill. “Yes, cergymen and members of
FParliament;” interjected s member,
amidet considerable Jaughter.

A A

“A citlzen army was indispensable and
uick mobilisation an absoluie necesaity.
1(’- present there were many volunteer
corps in oubof-theway places drawicg
capitation which would be useless in time
of war. These should be converted into
rifle corps.—Mr. T. M, Wilford, M.F.

s

Referring to the Government's immi-
gration policy, the Premier said he was
rot in favour of any kind that would
be likely to diserganise the labour mar-
ket. Y{ the new arrivals were mot
being lagitimately nbsorbed, the Govern-
ment would take stops to stop the jmmi-
gration as far ud poesible,

. )

My Frank Fhaw, a candidate for the
Mairau pent, addressed & meeting on Jul
29, and derlared on tha side tha II
beral, labour and temnprrance interests. He
strongly mupported the Hom, H. McNulia
land poliqy, and advocated the srhems of
fabour leginlation recently outlimed hy
Ds, Pindlay. ’

. year wore £20487, sl gompaze

Men and Affairs.

Y know a man resident in New Zea-
land representing s Shefield cutlery #rm
who gets a thousand pounds per year
and traveling expenses. Yet here wa
have members of the Housa ohjecting
to New Fealand’s Trade Commissioner
being paid & paltry £450 per year. I
may yon cannot get s first-<¢laes man
for any sum so ridieylous”—Mr Lanren-
son. -

»
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The Society of Ascountants Bill was
put thremgh its final atages in the Legis-
lative Couneil this afternoon. The Cor-
oners Act Arendment Bill was also read
& firat time. The Council then adjourned
until the fret Wednesdey after fieet
week,

- AN

STATE FLOUR MILLS,

Mr. Hogan (Wanganui) on July 30th
gave wotice to move: “That the State
ehould take over the fourmilling indus-
iry, and conduct it in the interests of
¢he people by fostering grain-growing
and chewpening the ooat of fsod to the
massey of thia Dominien. The member
for Wanganul was greeted with & storm
of “Noes"” and eries of “Impoesible.”

o .
PROTECTING BTOCKOWNERS.

. W. Maddigon, of (isborne, is makfrg
application thst the Government shouid
investigate and bring into use for the
benefit of stockownera in the Dominicn
an improved system of earmarking live
stock, of which he is in sesgion, The
syetem in question, it is aaserted, has
heen favonrably reeommended by the
Gisborne branch of the Farmers® Union.

"o
CONSOLIDATED BTATUTES.

The Consolidated Statutea Ewmactmenh
Bill was put through all its stages in the
House of Representatives, and passed.
The Prime Minister stated that the con-
solidation of the Statutes, which had
been the work of 12 years, comprised five
wvolrmes, and could be purchased for 12
guineas a set, 5

PROHIBITION THREATS.

*I ofbject to the eirecularising of mem-
bers of this House,” declared Mr. Horns-
by. “We havée had & threat held out of
whet will happen to &ny member who
voles apgainst the bare majority pro-
posal, To anything of this kind ¥ object.
I am no prophet,” added the member for
‘Wairarapa;? but T say that in 20 years
we will have natioral prohibition in New
Zoaland. Only bad generaiship will pre-
vent it, and such & bill as that before
this House to-night is likely to retard
tne progress of the No-License movement
rather than forward it .

E
- Q08T OF LIVING,

The Hon. Mr Barr moved in the Legie-
lative CouncHl that the Government teke
intg immediate considerstion the devis-
ing of some further practical measures
whereby the heavy cosxt of living at pre-
sent borne by married workers, as com-
pared with the unmarried, may be leasen-
ed, and parenthood thereby encounraged.
In spesking to his motion, Mr Barr said

“that ma a eountry became educatied the

birthrate decreased. The only wuy to me-
pist & mnatural birthrate was for the
QGovernment tc devise some scheme of
wssirtance for the married, Conaideration
of the motion waa deferred.

- o .
THE TOURIST DEPARTMENT.

The House sat till after 2 o'clock .m.
o August 1. Exception was taken to the
smount on the Estinates for the com-
duct of the Tourlst Department. Tha
Premisz, in reply, said lssi year's fig-
ures proved how well tha axpenss was
warranted. The dirsct samn lant
e a

total expenditure of £40.862, -
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*No it doow mot; it In
estiumted at a low computation that
not lems than £430,000 wea expended
by tourists visiting the Dominien, An
attempt is made every year to deery
the services of the Tourist De ut,
bu there in no doubt of the vaiua of the
work done."”

o
LUNATICS OR BCQTCHMEN.

“The sale of noatrums end the queck-
ery practised iz going to be the dammation
of thia country,” ssmerted Mr Hornsby
jn the House of Representatives on July
30 amidst cries of *Oh!” and “Strong
Janguage!” from members. The member
for Wairarapa went om tp tell m etory
of what had artually happened in New
Zealand, and the incident, he anid, de-
monstrated the gullibility of the people.
A man stood on the strect cormer of ona
of the cities of tha Dominion, selling n
eoncoction which he claimed to be & eure
for almoet every human ill. Bubsequent
investigation proved that the prepara-
tion was nothing but a mixture of earth
and water, being retailed at a ehilling
per bottle. When haled off to a lunatic
apylum the man's pociets were found to
be full of shillings. A member suggested
that he must bhave been a Seotchman. Mr
Horneby replied: *He wan a lunatic; but
the incident serves to demonatrate how
gullibis the public are!”

L
LESS RACUING WANTED.

In assuring the anti-wembling deputa-
tion of the improbalility of any gaming
legislation beinz brought down this srs-
eion, the Prime Minister gaid that
he recognised that the Racing Conference
supported ihe Council of Churches in
their desire to wbolish the bookmakers
ftom the racecourses, put he was quite
sure that without a clange giving the
beokmakers mome legal ptatus the bill
would not have pzssed at all. The Min-
intry waa not interested in the bookmak-
ers or the tote, and wished to do the
best. thing possible for the country gener-
ally. There were people, however, who
felt that the bookmakers should not be
suppreesed entirely while a manopoly was
given to ancther form of gambling, Ha
certainly agreed that the number of rag-
ing days should he limited. That had
becn the intention of tha Legislature,
and he felt that it was in the general
intereats that the intention should be
made effective.

L
“QUACK"” AND OTHER DOCTORS.

M¥r. T. Wilford kept the House in a
continual ripple of merriment on July 30
during his discussion of the Quackery
Bill. He ran off a long list of what ha
alleged to ba deadly poisona used aa
standard remedies by the medieal profes-
sion, wnd said he would like to know if
any medical men using those remedies
would allow themselvea to he beld per-
eonslly respoasible for the liveg of their
patents,

A member: “Dead men tell no talea”

The Houss went into nproar over ao-
other mlly by the member for Hutt
“Whenever a doctor makes a great mue-
cess,” ke said, “the world rings with the
nawxy of ii; but if ha faile—well, the
earth covers tho fuilure up. That is a
gross injustice.”

“The member for Hutt iz mot serious,”
‘Interjected Mr, Horosby.

“l am as serious as the member for
Whairerapa,” replicd Mr. Wiltord, amidsi
an outbarst of laughter.

S .
DISRESPECTFUL CHILDREN.

“What steps do the Government in-
tend teking to counteract such a ten-
dency of things as wae described by
Judge Kettle in Aucklind vecently?’
asked Mr. Ajtken, ou July 20. in eon-
nection with the stricturcs puamsed by
Mr Kettle on the deplorable disrespect
of children for their elders und laek of
revereuce for thingw holy. "It sppears
to me,” eaid tha Hom, Mr McGowan,
in reply, “that the statoments made in
the paragraph referrod to are somewhat
overdrawn, and that in any ecass the
gquestion is one that should be denlt

" with by the Churchen, religicus ansocia-
. tions and educational god!n, who poaress

al)l the necemsnry machinery for exrrcla.
ing & bomeflciul inAuence In the desired
direction rather than by the General
(Government, which bas no special menna

at ftsa command to dea] with the evils -

complalned of”

‘go to church!

&

AWAY WITH POMP. :

Parliament Jas many forms and emmpy
moni¢s. When the House assembles sagl
aftarmocn members rise from their sonid
when the Sergeant-at-Arms marches nts
iha Chamber with the mace mpon hisx
shoulder, and announces, “Mr. Speaker.”
It is only in turbulent times that the
officer in question ia called upon to
do anything of & strenuous nature, and
this nitarnocon Mr. (ray raised the ques-
tion, *'Haz the desirability of doizg away
with the Sergeant-at-Arms been eon-
sidered1* Tha ber for Christchurgh
went an to suy that he looked upon the
potition as unnecessary. *“Thera are s
lot of things about this House that
should ba alwolished” ha said, “and the
bauble lying on the table there {(indioat-
ing the mace} is & survival of old times.”

The I'rime Minister: “Very well; give
notice to change the Constitntion®
. Mr. Groy: "I should certainly vote for
the aboliticn of thia position. I dom’s
kncw what the officer does for hias moaey.
He carries thie mace in on his shouider,
shonts ‘Mr. Speaker, and then sita st
and does nothing for the rest of the day.
For seven months of the year he doea
pothing.”

The Prime Minister remarked that
was o mistake to consider the Sergeant-
at-Arms on ornamental oflice. lie did =
lot of work during the session, and might
be Tequired At any time to remove am
offending member.

a8
EWEATING THE FARMER.

Some rather sensational remarks wers
made in the House on July 20 hy Mr Hoggh
member for Musterton, during his speack
in favour of the abolilion of the duty
on flour. The people would, he said, {f

they wera wise, get their butter in when
it was cheap and store jt. There wme mo

_searcity of Lulter at present; it was

being ecxporied from the Dominiomn im
sltipleads, and seld nt 1/ per pound

_Thase wha cxported it said there was &

funiine, and quoted the price in New Zege
lani at 1/6, “I call it aweating,” sald
the member for Masterton; “and thera
is no aweating half 5o bad. 1 do not call
those whoe lnndle it merchunta, Tha
furmer does not get the return of thesg
bigh prices. He teils late and carly, mnd

“should be the man to rcceive nny fair

profit. Neither does the sborek
gain the benefit. Those who reap
advantage aro privileged brigands mod
freebooters, trading under the name of
merchants and exporiers, and these men
Talk about Socialism)
Men like the Leader of the Oppoaition
sit and tremble in their shoes, yet it is
these {reshocters who are making men
Socialists, and eausing them to bLind to-
gether far their rights. The indusivial
life of the country is being madeunendur-
able, These men would levy blackmail
ou the air if they could”

o B
DOMINION DEFENCES.

In the courseé of a debate raised om
the subject of defence, Sir Juseph Ward
eaid that it wue the opinion of
Houwe authorities that the beat way 4o
atart abont the defence of New Zealswmll
waa Lo introduee a flotilla of aubmarines.
The time was not ripe just yet, howevear,
far such a mvatem of defence, and he wag
matisfied that the intrrests of this por
t:on of the firitish Empire were not being
fcrgatten iv onlering into such » wpints
of entente cordinle as now existed boe
tween Britain and l'ranee.

The time was not opportitne, contia-
ved 8Sir Joacph Ward, for any such sug-
geation  of  defence an waa
considered in Australia.  After ail, 1%
wan the etrong right nrm of the Britidh
army and navy that New Zealand must
depend upon.  In regurd Lo voluntear
ing, they should ramember that these
had mot been the activity in the runks
of volunteers which waa to be desired.
To establish = system of privata or
eompulsory solliery would, ha was cam
vinced, throw the whnle growth of milk
tary feeling back. To attempt to foree
pr drive the men of this Dominion inte
r syatem of comscription woald
the whole movemment into chaos,

" helieved that there should he an ntor

changs of ofMicers, nnd wan llkewise &0
mrons of Intreduring n system wh
there might he an Interchunge of
younger men.



