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THE WORLD'S GREATEST CRUISER,

f The Prince of Walea on his present
wisit t0 the tercentenary eelebrations mb
Quebee, made the Atlantic crossing om
ihe nation'a greatest cruiser, “the Mys-
gery ship,” the Indomitable,

Bhe is one of three sister ships, the
wother "two being the Invincible end In-
Bexible, which were voted in 1805, but
not laid down till 1806, and which are to
mll cruisers of the past what the Dread-
mought i to ail earlier battleships,

Bha is at once the fastest, the largeaf,
and the most heavily ermed cruiser
afloat; indeed, in many respects she re-
membles a fast battleship rather than a
eruiser, Begun some montha later than

the Dreadnougl:t, and built much mora
slowly, she cmboediea many improvements
upon that famous ship.

The @rst point to notice is the im~
mense power of her artiflery. She carries
eight huge 12in. guns, each 45 feet long,
and each capable of firing an 8501b. shell
gwice in the minute,

These guns are mounted in pairs in
four turreis, and the turrets are 80 ar-
ranged that all the eight big guns can fire
op either broadside, and six of Ltham
ahead or astern.  As in the Dreadnoupht,
thers is some risk of the turrets injuring
©no anather. .

To meet thin danger sapecial alarm
trumpets are fltted in the turrets, which
sound when there is any . obstruction
in Lhe line of fire. The word “danger”
appears and the trumpet emits & note
which no one can mistake, even In the
tremendous din of batile,

* The guns sre dlrected Irom fire-control
siations, which are duplicated, ong on

each mast, the details of the system be-
ing msbsclutely eonfidential But the
general arrangement is that electrical
transmitters from the fire comtrol posi-
tions aioft send down to indicators st the
guns the range in yards, -the deflection to
right ‘or left, the order to commence or
suspend fire, and the final signal, & loud
ring on a gong, to fire the gun. '

Where the guns are sll of the same
calibre or size, &8 they are in the Indomi-

-table, the work of firecontrol is mimpli-

fied. In battle with a big antagonist she
would use only her 12in. weapons, and
they would have to do the work of
knocking out the adversary.
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Some iden of fli¢ blast and the Yarce
of these guns can be gained from this
fact—that during ker trials two of the
amidship turret guns were trained right
ahead and fiied simultanconsly.

A boat was banging on the davita, well
out of the actual path of the projectiles,
but in the track of the blust of gas
which actompanies them,

After the shots had been fired the
hoat was Jeit & mass of matchwood, lying
on the deck. The projectilea from thess
mammoth guns will pierce 4ft. 3in. of
ealid iron placed clore 1o ihe muzzle.
AL 5,000 yards they will penetrate with

-ease 14in. of the best and strongest steel

Armour now made,

Resides mer efght big guns, the Indomi-
talle carries sixtéen 4in, guns for the
purpose of meeting torpede boat attack;
eight of these are mounted, two on the
top of each turrel, and the olher eight
on the upper worka.

The engincs of the Indomitable ara of

the Parsons turbine type, developing owver
41,000 horse-power—the moat powerful
ever put into a British warship. They
drive four strews, and on her recent offi-
cial triala, which were. carried out under
war conditions, propelled her at a rats
in excess of 25 knots, .
. The reports that she can do 27 or 28
knota are not correct, but she is nona
the less one of the fastest large ships in
the world, though at sea she will prob-
ably be st least two knota slower than
the new monater Cunarders, ’
The turhine engines rums smoothly and
almost without aitentioa; indeed, it is
paid that the engine-room pbafl in these
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new turbine vessels have so little to do
when running ai high apeed that there
is "dunger of the men going to sleep.
Truly an enermous change from the re-
ciprocating engine, which had always to
be watched with the closest attention
when the machinery was working at full
power.

The boilers are fitted with appliancea
for burning oil, though ccal is the main
fuel. But if It is desired to raise the
Apeed in an emergency with the help of
the oil the work can be dons without im-
posing any ptriin on the stokers,

This espacity for making sudden spurts
and maintaining the speed for many
houra almost without effort i3 one of the
most valuable results of the mixed oil
and coal fuel system in modern Britiah
warshipa,

The Indomitable displaces 17,250 tons,
and is 530 fest long, so that she id tha
longeet vessel in the Royal Navy. Bha
has armour of Krapp ateel 7in, thick om
her nide, o7 sufticient to defeat the attack
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at battle range of any guns nnder the
10in. weapon, .Her turrets are of 7im
afeel. - - -
All her equipment s of the latest pats
tern. Bhe has a loag-distance - wireless
signalling installation, which will ex-
change signals at diztances up to 600 or
. 700 milea, and for shorter distanca sig-
nalling the very powerful form of flash-

‘ing searchlight devised by Hir Percy -

Scott. With thiz mensages chn be rapidly,
sent to p range of thirty miles, .

The immenass advance In signalling
which the last twelve years bave witness
ed will be understood when it is remem-
bered that im 1896 thers was no form of
signal fitted in warships which could be -
trusted to semd messages more than ten
miles with any cerlainty., :

" In external appearance, the Indomi-
table, with her two masta of equal pizs,
is & more graceful-looking ship than the
Direadnought. She is in every way
worthy of representing the British Nary
at the Quebec tercentenary, and will sur-
pass the foreign warshipe present on that
occanion. Her effect on naval comstruc- |
tion has already been remarkable.

In Germany two even more gigantie
and powerful cruisera are now being built
of her special type, while Japar is alse
eonstructing cruisers of the same geaeral
design. Lo o -

It is gratifying to British national
pride to reflect that she rcpresents the
conception of British genius, and that the
highest compliment te her gualitiea-ia
being paid by those who sre copying her
many novel featurea. . [

——————————————

The sweet girl strolted along the block,
he cheeky dude remarked: “Ahem!™
Not dreaming of the sudden ghock *
That would. rewsrd his stratagem?
The maid remarcked, with humpnr grim:
“'Your cough meema had to-day! I"m sure
Xou'd beat take this!” and handed him'
A bottle of Wood.s‘. Qreat Peppermint;
ure. v
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Housekeeping

- Troubles

are smoothed away

by using
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Specialities.

BIRDS
‘Custard rowder;

BIRDS =
Jelly Crystals, .

DISSSLVFE INSTARTLY.
UNEQUALLED BRILLIANZY & DELICATE FLAWA

BIRDS

Coneelit;aied Egg Powdery

BIRDS =
Pudding powder.’

locally from their merchants, they sguin ordening
through  Home Houves only, lrom

ALFRED BIRD & Sons, L, Birmingtmam,Enfl



