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Importance of Playing Goli.

THE GAME THAT HAS WON 1N WAY
ROUND THE WORLD.

Hy Murk Allerton.

Everybody is playing golf row, but
there was o time when the game was not
repnrded with such enthusinsin,  An old
Seots Purlinment, lavking any opportu-
nity for legislution in the divection of
livensing or education, passed the Act,
14 Jae 2, which provided that “Fote ball
aml xalf bee utterly ¢ryed down wbd not
he usel,”™  In 1491 it was ineluded in a
statute umong m list of “unprofitable
sport«”™  We vewd that, in all, three Acts
of linment were directel ngainst the
e nf walf, and yet King James 1V,
wha huil set bis own royal seal ta one
af these Acts, broke his own luwas by
playing in 1303 a ding-dong mateh agninat
the Karl v Bothwell.

Nueh records aa these prove only the
tremendons faseination of the game,
fureimntion which e Mary, Queen of
Seats to conrt pablic senndal by playing
goll at Seton Palaee when Bothwell was
uap cold i Lis grave. A frienilly histo-
1ian tells me that Charles [0 was play-
ing wolf nt Leith when the news of the
Irish Rebellion of 1642 wvrived.

DUKK OF YORK.
His son, the Duke of York, was part-

CHILD  RTURY BY ELLERBRECK,

neved in a foursome by John

a shormaker, t two of hig
courtiv and suceessful in antici-
pating w revenge for Flodien,  James

gave nll the stakes to the shoenwker,
awd they must have exveeded those in
vogue at our most fushionable clabs, for
the shoemiker built o house in the Cnnon-
pate with the woney, and earved above
the door the mottn: “Far and sure.™

Al this, and more, we nve told by his-
tory anmd tradition, but when we caine to
the weventeenth century, we find detinite
traces of golf in RBeotlund.  The clubs
ithen in exislence woere few, and  the
putrany of the mune were to be found
ainong the leisured pentry of Edinburgh,
St. Andrews  mud Aberdeen, .
When the conet of Jumes VI was
reaident at Cireenwich the time was pas-
ke with profit in playing golf, ami in the
year 1808 there was founded near by the
ancient ¢lub of the Royal Blnckheath,

The Roysl Blaekheath gave hirth to
what AMr. Balfour lLins described as the

“scotification of England,”and the en-
thusiasts wha braved the derision of the
small Loys round Greenwich have been
rewurded by posterity. This club has
always been well supported by Scots-
men, and Mr, A. J. Rebertson puta on
record the fact that in 1850 the chief
supporters of the club were Lord We-
myss, Lord Dalhousie, Lord Colville,
lLord David Kennedy, General Sir Hope
tirant, Sir Robert Hay, Sir Robert An-
atruther, #ir Alexander Kinlock, Mr.
James Blackwood, and a host of other
well-known Neota.

IN EXGLAXD,

To Manchester, to Westward Ho! to
Wimbledon Common, the hom: of the
l.oadon Reottish, to Hoylake, and to
other parts of England, golf spread, as
first slowly, and then with marvellous
rupidity. Twenty years ago there were
searrely three hundred clubs in all the
length and hreadth of the land. To-day
there are 3040, Lomdon alone has fifty
great tracts of valuable land, mown and
rulled and dntted with magnetic bun-
kera. over which many thousamds of goli-
erd play every week,  The club-houses
vival those of the most luxurious VWest
Fiud clubs, the sasy chairs are as com-
fortablile, the luncheons are ns appetising,
the wines are uas choive.

Liecent tournawents have drawn  at-

tention to the Riviere, which is studded
with grolf-courses,
half n

U
Hreens

In Egypt there are
dozen, wiere on mud Daked
enthusiasts contrive to indulge

PHOTOGRAPHER, AUCKLANT.

in their favourie game. In the West
Inilies and in  Afrien there are golf-
courses, peor envngh and ill-construeted
mayle, hut neverthelers patent witnesseas
of the fur reacking influence of the game,

Galf has us Arm & hold on the citizens
of the United Ntates as it has on our-
selves. New York rivals London as the
metropolis of the pame, and in Arkansas,
Arizona, Connecticut, Dakota, and so on
through the alphabet may be found keen
golfers, Joyul to their sport, but plotting
to overthrow St. Andrews from the lhigh
position to which all good golfers on this
side hiave raised it.

Golf, like the poeor, is with us wherever
we muy go. But the very simile detracts
from this proof of its importance. Nor
does the fact that the annual outlay in
¢lub aubscriptions, patent putters, and
new balls must run into many hundreds
of thousals of poumds, prove that nei-
ther height, nor depth, nor Principali-
ties nor PPowers, matter to us one jot in
comparison with the game of golf.

FINANCIAL GOLFERS.

The poaition of golf in the world of
finance is  perlaps unique. it has
changed the coast line of th:s: islanda.
1t has peopled the desolate places and
made glad the hearts of sorrowing wil-
lagers.  Enterprising men, finding them-
selvea in out-of-the-way hamlets by the
sen, lave formed themaelves into ayndi-
cates and laid out golf courses. And
other men, tired of crowded links, have
flocked there, until the new coure -has
in its turan become crowded. The bleak
foreshore has given place to a well-
trimmed links, and where the tiny cot-
tages of the fishermen used to be Are
now p:latial hotels, Every room is filled
withk keen golfers, and since many have
brought with them their wives—unsym-
pathetic golf-widows who have no en-
thusiasm tor the fine turf and big sand
bunkers—these must he amused.

Not only the hotel proprietor, the
builder and the shopkeeper have reason
to rise and eall gelf blessed, but the rail-
way companies aml the steamship owners
hove reason to know its value. Most of
the railway companies have laid out
courses of their own, At least cne steam-
ship company has seen fit to advertise
a speeinl sailing to a well known goli-
COUTHE,

Golf is hringing the people back to the
land. The tendency new is te Temove
from the town to a residence near a golf-
course. The suburbs have lest much of
their dulness hecause mest of them are
aljacent to a decent links. We Are en-
during leng tram jouwrneys every day in
ovder to get n pgame in the evenings. A
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rew district, “charming, residential, near
a golf-course,” as the advertisements
have it, is springing upon the Londoner
every week or two, anl huilders are put-
ting one brick on the top of another as
faut #s they can in order to keep up with
the demands of the people who have
heard of the sixteenth hole or the bunker
puarding the fourth at Bunker Hill and
Ktymie Green, and whe want to go to
live there.—From London “Express.’”

D, J. C, Reisner har been carrying on
exhaustive excavations for some six
years in the neighbourhnod of Nuaga-ed-
Der, in Egypt. The site of the work s
supposeld to be that of the first settle-
ment of man in rgypt. some 9,000 years
ago. A number of prehistoric mummies
have bren disint-rred, preserved in salt,
and wrapped in matting of halfa grass.
These ore specially interesting as indicat-
ing the first stages in the art of embalin-
ing, which afterwards attained such per-
fectien in Fgypt. Tley serm nlso to
indicate that these primitive people held
the Lelief that the bady would De wanteil
aguin, A careful exuminntion of these
very well preserved skeletons reveals tho
important fart that the type has not
clnhged i the long interval of 9,000
years. The contents of the intestines nre
alsp preserved, showiog the food they
ate and the medicine they touk when
they were sick. The diseases of which
they died could also sometimes he diag-
nosed. Some liad  perished  of kilney
disease, others o, gall-stones or diseused
bLones.
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BILLIARD TABLES AND
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Champlen TLow Cush-

lons. Our Chaiplon or
Atmospherle Low Cush-
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