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There is m dubious compliment jn the
declaration ¢f gne uplrmt in the follow-
log verse:—

*“We think President Roosevelt
Is & man without fear,
To send such & monster feet
loto this far Southern Hemispherel™

Thesa apccimens are by no means the
morst of the stuff that is fondly deemed
2o be poetry by fis writera, There are
leng effusions, devoid of melre, of most
ungrammatical structure, und sometimos
sbeolutely incoberent. But one gratify-
ing feature runs through them all, which
is perhapy better than elegant "diction
and Auent metre, and that ia o sentiment
of hearty ho.epit.a]ily and friendship to-
mwaris the American people. This senti-
ment is well voiced by oue competitor,
thus: —

*“Oh. list! ye Ameriean scanen,
To our joyful acelamations,
A3 we look mpem this eplendid thing,
The joining of our two nations,
Furcah! hurrah! for the Yankee fcet;
Hurrah! for the men z0 merry!
1iurrah! for the country that ecnt them

erel
Hurrah| for Admiral Sperry!*

And “Hurrul!” we all shout—even the
Campetition Kditor, who bears no malice,
but cordial'ly thanks all the eontribu-
tors who have helped to make evident
the kearly nature of New Zealnnda wel-
cume to the fleet. The prize poems it is
hardly necessary to repeat, will be pub-
Jished in the Spevial Fleet Number of
the “Graplic? pext week.
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The labour ogitator in tbis couniry
deserves all the haed thinga erid about
his being a cerze to the commnmity. He
does not always stute his opinions ao
nakelly as was done the other day by
Mr. Hickey (who took a promincent part
in the recent strike of Blackball miners}
in the course of ar aldress tp the wn-
employrd ot Wellington. *“I've  never
looked for work,” said the wvaliant Hie-
key “I'm leokingz for the means to
live. . . I domt suppnse Fyoure par-
ticularly fond of work. You'd be foolizh
if you weret”  This iz honest, if nothing
#lng, 1t wag not alwaya the wont of ths
chrouic unemplayed to be so ontspoken;
14 wog left for the =atitists and eritics to
declare ‘that doles, and mot woerk, wos
the aim of theie people. Duaring the
rolton famine of last centnry, crowds of
English eperatives used to march through
the strects of the Old Country towns
ringing some doggerel, of which the ve-
frain waz:—

“We're all the way from Mauchester,
And we've got ne work to do

‘A acntinient which the eatirist parodied
to run: "We want no work te do.” Now
adayd Labour (with a capital L) lns
niade puch progress that it has thrown
uiT all disguise, and it openly confossrs
that what it demanda is not work, hut
the right to live without working. Well
might Mrs. Hesant, in the course of a
Iecture at Auckland, deplore the decadent
tendencies of the day, and ask: "What
Ling become of the pride of the workmun
in his work?” It has gone with the
enows of yester-ynar. . The workman's
chicf cnncern of to-day is how to get the
maximun of pesy fer the minimum of
work. This mueh was candidly stated
by ihe Hon. John Rigg, & Lahour member
of the lepislutive Council, a few years
nzo, ent the bad leaven has been work-
in-g until it seems m\Pl} to leaven the
whole Jump.  The "ca ‘anny™ policy,
slimmed work, idling Ahe trade-unien
prineiple of equal pay for unequal work—
alt these are now among the arcepted
cthica of the mis-unmed labouring
cleaes.
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Rome of the workers must he exempted
frum thiy genera] condempation—tlern
$4 o remuant that is eapger to work and
unwilling 1o aceept dolea. At Christ-
vhurell lust week, after o mnsg mecetling
ol stemployed hail been harangued by
nritatars, & resntution war parsed to can-
¥asu the cily for feod mupplies, but ealy
albout hal-a-dozen had the courage to
travel arouml and nerept a domation of
ookt from a benevolent butcher,  Jluter,
when the Fulvation Army opened a maup
kitcLen ta relieve canes of genuine dis-
tress, rnly one applicant turned up tw
take advantiage of Lthe well-roeant charity,
The men are nal nearly ao Lad ng their-
srlfvonstituied leadera; and it would be
® good thing il means were found of
suppressing vicioun agitators of the Hie-
keg stamp, whose example and precept
are ealoulated to corrupt and desrade f.Ea
sommupity. Perbapa s new delnition of

high treasop should be devized, making
it & heinous offence to propound doclrines
huriful to the State. It is to Le b
that such an extreme step will not be
neceasary; but the only way to avert
it is for the real workera to ansert them-
stlves, emphatically repudiate the profes-
sional agitator, and assist in placing
him jo his proper place. Lertain it is
we shall o rapidly down the incline of
national decadsnce if we arcept the view
that laliour is o curse, and imagine that
thers in any other path to happivess and
independence than that of honent and
strenuous endeavour., When the unem-
ployed of ancient Rome began to clamour
for “bread and circusea” rather ihan for
manly toil, the full of the Empire was
near at hand, 8o, too, will our civilisa-
tion end in ruin snd chaos if the Gospel
of Idleness in preached and practived.
Those whp wish to live without working
should be assisted to migrate to eome
Paciflc inland, where they may vegetate
on bread-fruit and bananas, “wed soma
dusky woman™ and “mate with narrow
foreheads.” All civilisation is the re-
sult of remnlute and sustained effort.
Ar the wheat, without cultivation, would
noon revert to » wild grase, se will eul-
ture degencrate into eavagery if the im-
pulse to exertion ja withdrawn. It ie
well for the New Zealand workern te
know that this is the incvitable uliimate
result of Hickeyism,
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At Chriplchurch the other day Mr, G,
T. Booth, a wecll-known manufactorer,
argued very cogently that legislation
agiinst strikes would be of mo svail sa
long a» workers were able to pursue ihe
“wo slowly” poliey, He quoted a con-
crete example of the cffects of that policy
in one particular trade, proving that be-
tween 1501 gnd 1905 the produet per man
employed l:ad decreased by 12 per cent,
60 that for an increared capital expendi-
ture of £208000 the emnployera only re-
ceived a return of £440. The result of
this decline in the efliciency of the work-
ers wad seen in the fact that while the

New Zealand produet had incrensed
by £15,310, the wvalue of 1ke im-

porled goods of the same elass had
increased Dby £234,184. This means,
of course, that the Iccal industry
is being erushed out of existence, while
ihe work is performed Ly cheaper or
more effivient foreign labour. Thus the
vicious circle of cause and effect is com-
pleted—inefficient work, unemployment,
ngHulion for relief, or for further "“pro-
{ection,” and higher prices to the con-
sumers of the goods.. These processca
are not peculiar to New Zealand. The
“New York Iadependeat’ has vecently
pointed out that the Americans are zlso
on this down-grade. *“'We have,” it de-
clared, “educated a ruling clags, but we
lhave educated our common people away
from the land and from that’ sort of
knowledge which enables them to honour
work and achicvemen:. Industrial edu-
ontion alone ecan save our working
lasses, from degeneracy.”” And, it may
be added, something more than manual
proficiency i3 required, viz, moral
stamina and & recogmition of the prin-
viples of equity, along with a revival of
that pride of the crafteman which has
been crurhed out by the sordid conditions
of modern industriglism.  “Conscience §in
work liag quite gope out of date,” wrote
a poet a good few wears apgo, 'The only
thinga that can restore it are (1) en-
operative  industry, (2) proﬁt-eharmg,
or {3) the "exertion wage” proposed in
our own Legislature.
e —————

r. A. K. Newmab, ¢f Welllngton, in
o letter te the * Dominion” stales that
ethnologists have traced the widcespread,
ruving Maoris from New Zealand to
larter Island, Hawaii, Samoa, Tongm,
Motu, in New Guinea, aAnd Timor Tsland.
There are Manrig living etill in Pulo Nias,
Muniawai and other islands west of Ru-
matra, %ihe more highly aryapised Nu-
pns of Arsam are Maoria, and there are
Mavuria in India, Furiber afleld, the Ho-
vas of Muadagasear are an alliel race;
they mre cousins of Maoris. Lying Weat
of Madugascar are rome pmall iclands,
Comore (Koumoro), between it and the
copst of Africa, Mr, B Perey Smith dis-
covered that these people of Komero Is-
Innds cxll themselves Mahori or Maori.
“ New Zealand librarica are mnall” D
Newmon adds, “and we know nothing
mere akout the Maheri of the Comoro
Inlande; H they ore pure Maoria, that is
the uearesi the race is to Africa”

in s cemetery at Middlebury, Vi, in »
#ina, erected by s widow to her leving
tuwband, bearing this inscription: "Lt
in peace—until we mel again”

Musings P

1908

Meditations

By Doa Toey

SCHOOL GOMMITTEES

T in cusiomary for dwellers in our
towns, and others who know but
little of the conditions prevailing
in our counilry districts to sncer
&t the achool commitices in iso-

lated out-back places, snd to laugh at
the members composing much commitiees
an being ignorant jackanapes puffed up
with brief mutherity. Buch sn attitude
towarda these bodiea §s wholly uncalled
for. I bave met many members of the
loeal school boards in the country, who
were the equal in both education and
braing of many who have gained seats
wn hoarda of edocation. They have
been shrewd, practical men, fully alive
to the duties and responsibilties of their
position, and taking a keen interest
im the affairs of Lthe school and the dis-

trict.
* & ¢

In New Zealand especlally yon e¢an
never judge of a man’s edueation Ly hia
surroundings. I knew a Preshyterian
minister, new to his work, who hastily
assumed that sll our ecountry settlers
were ignorant ruatics. He called at a
place where the man was working in his
vegetable gavden, attired in the regula-
tion bluchers and dungarees. lle was
ssked into the kitchen, and reproached
the gettler with tha pagan heathenism
in whick he ond his neighbours were
sunk, The man listened and smoked
in silence for some time. - Ile then
asked his wisitor if he would like to
como inte the other room. The minis-
ter wae astonished to find the walis
tined with beoks in Hebrew, ZLatin,
Greek, and French, as well a5 standard
editions of English clnssica. He dis-
covered to $is dismay that his hest had
taken a brilliant degree at Cambridge,
hait won two prizes for (ireek Testament,
and knew a preat deal more about the
Bible than he did himaelf. ¥ can recol-
lret & man applying fo me for work.
Ife spoke with the uomistakalle ae-
went of culture, and took Cornish’s edi-
ticn of Ilorace from the shelf with the
vemark that he alwaye felt that Virgil
had found the Latin tongue inadequate,
while Horace had found it exactly snited
i0o his neatly-turned, but wholly unim-
passioned odes, He was an old Etonian,
and had taken a first in Mods.
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I do not say that these things are
tite rule, rather are they the exception.
But one more often finds such men in
the country school commitiee than in
the town. It is not, however, men like
thia that T lLave chiefly in mind. The
average member cof the country coms
mittee is the ordinary eetiler, who has
taken up a picee of ground in the rough,
snd spent most of his time in the open
sir, working on his place. He is no fad-
fist, wanting Len minutes’ instruction
a week to be given to the children in &
lundred different subjects; he knowa
theoretically very little abont edueca-
tional methods. -DBut hn iz & shrewd
judpe of the progress the children ara
making; ke knowa whather his boys are
being trained to be practical, manly, and
self-reliant; he knows whether his girla
are being trained to be helpful, prudent,
and considernte,
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The complaint i3 made that these
people annoy and harrass the school
feacher who resents iheir interference,
und it 48 urged that all the work they
do could be done far more efficiently by
1the Board of Education, Both these
statementn I very much doubt, In some
cascs, perhaps, committees take a wrong
view of their duties, amd allow small
local jealousies and prejudices to in-
fluence them in their sttitude towarda
the teaeher. On the other dand, I know
pumberless instances where the commit-
dan has bem the teschar’s beat friend.
The members have alwaya helped in
every way poasible, and done their beat
{0 make the teacher's 1ot lesa lonoly and
more enjoyable, They support him in
any sction caiculated to advance the best
intarests of Lhe school,

But the great reanon for the exislence
of thess bodies Iy that they mre on the
spot, and know the requirements of the
district aa no one ¢lsa does. They nt-
tend to the surroundings of the mchool,
keep the playgreund dry and well
drained, plant ireea to make the apot
leps barrem, and often give of their time
end labour to supplement the scanty im=
provementa sanctiomed by ihe Board.
They not only do this, but they gei up
entertainments for the children, and pm-'
mots concerts and mowal gatherings 4o
provide funda for echool Librarics and
games,
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. For some years I was a member of
such & commitlee. I was much stroek
with the interest the members took, one
and all, in the sehool, We had the muni-
ficent allowsnce of £8 a year from the
Board, and but for local effort the child~
ren would have lacked for smany things
essentinl 40 their health and eomfort.
We were not, perhaps, highly educated
in the sense that membera of Boards of
Educntion and Ministers for Education
arg highly educated; perhaps our aoccent
and grammar were mot zliogether Parr-
isian, but we kuew where New York
was—a feat on which sn educational
wuthority so lately plumed himeelf—-and
we couil read and write, some of us in
two or three languages. And I was fullg
impressed with this fael, that, ignorant
us we were and country bumpkmn ad we
were, we knew & great deal more about
the requirements of our district and the
wants .of our children than the Board
did. If it were not for the loczl commit-
tee, many a small school would be far
worae off than it is to-day.
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