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Yhe Woeekly Graphic and New

FACTS, FANZIES, QUIPS & COMMENTS

FROM THE AUSTRALIAN PAPEES,

Baid the Rev, Howell Price recently,
regarding drinking babits in New Houth
Whales:—"Young women in their teens
take intoxicacts without shame—strong
wines, drink whisky, quench thelr thirst
sgain mnd again with the best cham-
papne—de it volil their cheeks grow red
and the eyes pgrow bright, and, per-
chance, before Lhe evening is spent the
feet grow unsteudy. Not only do our
young womea do that, but our middle-
sged women Jdo the same thing”
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Kingston never wasbed words. When
he draited bills for the frst Common-
wealth Covernment, people who wera
used to olf, diffuse draughtemanship,
ganped at hia brief, conclusive Buzp—
“Pepalty, £10." But he wus the same
27 yeats ago, when he made Lis will,
This was tle whole document:—*I,
Charles (ameron Kingston, of Adelaide,
solicitor, by this my last will, give all
my eatate, real and personal, to my
wifs, Luey May Kingaton, whom I ap-
point sole executrix hercof. . O King-
ston.” And tle man koew lid own minil
o well that it stood et that to the
end,
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In o story in the “Boys' Own Daper,”

Dr. Gordon Siables, a populur Eoglish
writer for boya, landa his hero in Queens-

iand, and makea him witness a anake-

banquet, as follows:—“The reptile was
over 20iL. in fength, and had besen cook-
ed whola. Dragued ont of the cooking-
stove, it was turned around till ity lead
touched its tail, thus forming a ciecle,
Grace having heen offered up, in the
shape of Lhe sirongeat elubbing the
weakest to make room for them, the
natives snt down to lunch, aide by side,
all around Lhe snake, each Leing allowed
shout a foot of saake
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The - ollter day the keeper of a swell
restaurant in Melbourne wane asked to
explain how eertain milk, that his em-
ployee had sold to a rustomer, managed
to be §9 per cent. water. The customer
«—an inspector, it huppened—askal for
“ a glase of milk.” o was thiraty, so
L#® ordered four glasies. Then he put
portions of the four samplea into hottles,
and lwd the sluf nnaiysed. He had paid
3d per glass, equal 4 1/- & quart; and
ag the Victorian Dairy 1Farmers’ Associz-
tion’a present price 1z 1/- B gatlon, the
restaurant-keeper klood lo mnako- 360 per
eent. profil, even if he supplicd absolutely
pure milk. Buf, apparently, a mere JOI
por cent. wasn't auy use to Lim, A{
court he admitied liaving put four quarts
of water into a S50-gnllon can of milk,
“to muke it more palatable to the cua-
tomers.*
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“Reasons of Slate” will preveat the
British China squadron soming to Aus-
tralia Lo partivipale in the welcome to
the American fecl. Yrobably the chief
vennon of Htate is & desire ta aveid an
exposure of Uirithin's naval nakedness
in Lhese waters. Brilain has Lthe greatest
fledt on Lhe seas, hut Ly reason of the
free trade which mrakes the rouniry des
peadent on foreizn fond mupplies, and the
decay of the mili furces under tho
voluntary eystem, it has to gather ila
ships round its own coasts and sland on
the defensive. If cvery Liritish warship
Lofween Bues and Valparhizo was mus-
tered, the whole {lzet coulda'd fight the
beat Jap or ULH. Lattleskip. It ia betier
for Britain to sland on its dignity, and
say it isn't taking any, then io pather
the pathelic seraps together in the pre-
renee of the Uncle Sam armada and soy,
“I'lhig is tho whole blegacd lot.”

' o & @

Up Worth they are telling weird and
disquieting tales of how Japanese sur-
wey boata are makicg charts of the Bar
rier Rocf. Of couree, it is not being
dons openly, and the boats enpaged on
the work are ostensibly becho-de-mer
flahers. One Queensland sea-slug hun.
tor relntes how he surprised a boatb tak-
Ing soundings, while an officer on deck

was engaged in doing something with a
large mlieet of paper fastened to & draw-
ing board. Immediately the Queensland
boat hove alongside the sounding veas
suspended, and the drawing-board care.
fully covered up, while the Japs, suave
oy ever, gave the Quernslunder the water
he waa short of, This beat was working
South. A couple of days later he fell in
with another beat of the same sort,
working north, from which he concluded
that the Japanese Admiralty’y murvey of
the Barrier Reef is just about complets,

The Kydney bottle-oh and rabbit mer-
chant is up ageinst trouble. Not long
ago the &econd Hand Lealers’ Ack was
passed, and this makes hin take out =
license, and puts him to no end of
trouble. Now, the Eocal Government
Act is in force, and under this glorious
atalule, councils are empowered to levy
ticense fees on all street purveyors of
merchandise. Eydney contains about 40
such councils, and each one ia reaching
out for licnae fees. Sp the bottle-oh,
who can’{ always tell when he reaches
the end of one pocket-handkerchief bor-
ough, and is info the next, is expecting
more troukle and more expense. Appar-
ently he will requive 41 licenses—a gen-
eral onc and 40 municipal cnes. If the
State devoted as much atbention to the
g land monopolists as it does to the
emply bottla merchants, it would be
much better for the State.
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‘A MAORI'S FENCING CONTRACT,

“Lof™ writea from Dargaville to the
“Bullelin’; — :

“During a flve yeara” sojourn in this
much-boosted country, I have often heard
it claimed for the Maori that he pos-
sesses masaive. infellecf, excels in busis
ness, is n great toiler, and is generally
tha. boss: coloured man of the globe, and
better than most whites—outside the
land of the Prolibition craze,

“I have long guspecied the solidity of
tle argument, and have just had the sua-
pivion duly sealed, signed and detivered.

"On tendera being called by Brass and
Co. for falling and burning off ti-tree-on
ccrtain Innd and the. fencing thereof,
my mate and ¥ decided to take a hand.
We caleulated carefully, didn’t spring top
bigh, ani felt prelty onfident.

- "Bul we. struck & cow's neat in one
Hino Tangiporangi-—(as near as I ean
get)—who, roused by the present record
glump in kauri gom and the attendant
dearth of beer, brought the alleged mas.

“sive. intellect to bear, tendered abouk

73 furlongs below us, and got the job.
Tenoring several good camping places

on the. cutskirts, Hone elected to roost

on a partiallycleared apot mear the

“centre- of the job, and, with the help of

his browner half and numerous progeny,
hr built the whare. Then he drowsed
and amoked for two days, and after that,
backed by his spouse and brased by the
leapa mnd yells of his dirty swmall fry,
he solemnly started—to build the fence.

“Hone.dida"t make the pace a very fast
gallop, but in due time the five-wired
obstruction Lrecame an accomplished fact.
Thareupon Brass was .gontly tepped for
enough monrey to pay {for five days'
drunk, -

.“On Leing granted pratique by the
tocal publican, Hone and Clo. again waded
in with the small fry yelling very faintly
now. He waded at. such reduced speed
that the major portion of the ti-iree was
in fair burning order by the time chop-
ping wng Gnished, Then Hone fired up
and let her rip. She proved a pratty
good ripper, with a taste for fences.

“Moaching round this afternoon on the
cff-chance of flooring a stray pheasant
for the chmp pot, T raw the scens of ‘ma
colourcd brudder's” undoing, Of the once
bosliter fenca only an occasional poat
romainsd. The slringers lLad wvanished,
cexcept sowmo Rtunted bits suspended by
the top wire, Glancing macross the
siream towxrds the wharn, I made cut-a
queer wreck, bearing much indication of
having fought & game but loaing battle
fn w public house with a six-engine Ben-
digo speclal, Ib was Moas, nod he had
beer-leaves in hia hair,™
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- VOLUNTEER NOTES

The Penrose range ks closed to all volum-
teers during Heet week to allow the visiiors
1o practlse, l .

. . oot o1t :

Captain Knyrett has agreed to give &
lecture to the N.C.O. (Mub o Angust Tih,
on "Gutpoais and I'atrals.’’ Captala Richard-
son (chlef urtillery losiructer) wog to have
Irctdred on this dete, buok eanuot do so till
the end of the month, o
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Many replles are coming to hand regard-
ing the team to be selected to Are agslnst
ile ficet tepresentatives, It fg expeeted
to nince n fieat-clnss team agalnst them.
Home £20 Is to be given In prize-money for
top scores on the American mide. If pos-
Blble prrangements will be made to Auldh
the mntch betore 1 p.m., and entertain the
tean to dinner ou the rauge after the matel,

Apropas of the difcuity experlencad ld
gettlug even the DNomain for the Flect Re-
view—over A question of grazing righis—n
good story is told of a certaln gallant Bat-
tery cemmapder. 17e had to fire A birth-
doy salute, 2od tha fact waa duly chironicled
in the paprm, On the day he and his
cavaicade rumbled wp to the Domain gates
and foumd them locked. The ¢&aptain—n
cholerle wmay of war—sent an emissacy to
the park-keeper wlilh a demnad for the lo-
ataut production of the keysd, Town czma
the guardian of the park to where f{he bat-
tary Lorses were stamplng Impatiently, aud
ihg battery comtaander was fumlug furl-
ously. “Got no arders to let you In.” mald
he of the keys. “What? Won't you open?
Here gnllmuer thrt gun—iwo of yon take
the whecls—two steady the trail, Now rua
ibot gun up to the gale—troil Ardi, you
fatots—hit the lock.” Hersa the park mzn
broke. i, "“Step a minule, captain,” anid h."
meekly, “I've got ihe keys,” “Very well,”
gald the rholerle sklpper, “‘open the galas —
limber up!” Anmd by tbe tlhoe they ik
Imubered up the park gates were fung
open by the tremubling keeper, and theé bal.
tery proudly rumbied and clattered on to do
jta duty. Thkey bhad omltted to get the
formal consent of the Couneil, hence lhe
bother. PBut martial law prevalied!

Lieut, Colledge bas been appointed seere--
tary of the No. 3 A.G.A.

Tha renignation of Lieut. J. I'. White from
the Fraokiin M.R. 13 gazetted,

The Whangarel Rifles have elected Mr.
A, Devlin ay ileutenant of the company.

The headyuarters of the 2nd Regt, AMT
have Leen trausferred from (ambridge Lo
Hamllton,

Col. Wolfe, O.0.D., Las granked the e
of Penrose rlge range lo the Amcrican
admiral for the practice of hls men durlng
fleet Treek.

The fieet teview will probably cost the
Ciovernmeat obout £2000, A
ftmouut to uboul £30U (erdinary, net Kasiers
camp rate), Transit wlll cost apout L1173

‘The ¥irst Battallon Bepa bas enlered for
the conteat which §s to be held in Hamiiton
early ie Cetober. Fhe band intcad giving
a mnaleal progrumme in the Albert 1'ark
on Sunday afterncen next, wher a collce-
tlon will be taken io ald of the funds of the
Dand,

The Whangarel 1tliecs are runnjng a noval
Bort of minliture rifle tournament, The
condlilong of it arer—Teams to Cousist of
five wen from any trade, profesasion. or

busineas establishinent; entrance fee to b

%/ per team; 50 pet cent of the entrancs
fee te be used to provide prizes.

Capt. ¥Forbea, of tho No. 2 A.Q. fntendd
to reslgn hia position as "BKipp of Lhe
COMPALY 13 3000 A8 he can gef the baiance-
sheet prepared, which will prodably be few
weeks heuce, or a8 snoe belure as possible.
The comupzuy will them procerd (o elecl a
successor out of the candidaies. who are
gaid {0 bLe oferlag for the poaition,

*The No. 1 A.G.A.'4 cup of 0¥ in full ta {he
forln!  They have bocn graded as A, wilh
1st clnas in Ehooting, they are pyer 8 hund-
ved styong, aod the lakt lot of the bluo
uniforma hbes arrlved. The Ladges whlch
esch man ie the company gets for the firal
achlcvewent nlan  Lnve nrrived, and aroe
te be dlatrlbuted this weck, ad also the
uniforms.

The officera of the 15t Regt. AN R, mek
eeceutly, and decliled that a8 wo  suit-
able ground was avoliable jusi uew, awd foe
vurloua other reprony, {he propoicd Iegls
mental Mouniml Krouts' compeiition must
be put off till & later and mure tonvealenk
time. It Is to be Loped the  propeasl will
agt be allowed to drop.

The members of Lhe Opaki Ride Ciub's
team, which pot up the highpat geora in
Wew Zealand for the "“Daily Meil Orerscay
Cup, wil! each receive n mednl, an the
hilghest scorern [n New Zealand. It was
origioally iptepded to award eilver spouns
to the leams acoriog highest Lh each c¢uctrs
of the Ewnpire, but evidently the reguintion
has been rervised and mednts pubsiiiuted. |

The Penross rangs time-table andg offcera
for duty during August arc;—lat Augoat,
%-nu 500 yurdu, Capt, Coutis; Bil, 200 and

yards, Capt. Pingge; 1Gth, 200 and 500
yards, Capt. Bherson; 22nd. 200 nnd 600
yards; Capt. Dawson; 20th, 200 aud 500 yrrds
Lisut, Ralien. Capt. Dormer {secretary)

{Br RIFLEMAN.)

The pay will

stated that during fcet week safficlenl Hee
gets will be reserved to enable the Anserican
team to practize. Targets not required by
them will be avallable for local ure.

A new corps, to be called the Ronth Afrke
can Brouts ki being formed In Welllngton,
The “'Post” mays that in addition to applicar
tions for enrolment recelved from N&w
Zenlanders and Anstrallans, Captaln Gardis
ne? "has  recelred applieations from exs
incmbers of the Inniskillen Dragoons, Shrop-
shire Reglment, Natal Monoled Rifles, and
Brabant's Horve, sod it s expected that the
new corps wlll be atrengthencd Ly the addl-
tion of spwe of our gpponents dyring the
:El:ent war who are uow resident in Welllag-
o,

Col. Wolfe, 0.C.D., hns orranged that 1€
the contingent men wish, and arg nble to da
it, they wmay forn a squadron end mnrch
past with the monnted breigade. If not,
they may parade with the veterans. Tha
former {3 a privilege which 1 hope will be
taken advontoge of, It would be g fine addi-
tion to the interest of the review, Tha
trouble is that the coutlngent men are not
organlsed lere, ne elsewhere, aud unleay
somebudy makes {t his business to Hep CYATF+
I:rod)' theve will be no parade worth speaking

T am glad tc‘ hear that Major Gardoer
15 ot to he nliowed to pass out of the CIATTI-
son Artlilery Division without n sonrenie
of his aagoclatlon with it An elbiun of photo-
uraphy of the three companies nny ofacers L
bLelog prepared, nod will be presented to the
Major at an carly date. The No, & Co. ara
also preparing o shield of photographs for
pregenintlon to the ex-captalo of the eorps,
Actlng-Major Hazard, who has succeeded
Major Quardner in the commeand of the.DIvI-
Alon. Thisx will be presented am zoon as {8 .
i3 ready—posaibly on the-same oceanslon s
the former preseutntion, of which more
sueo,

A boxing tovrmament 1 to be Leld undes
ibhe fuspices of the Heeeptlon Committes
und the directlom of the Norihern Boxing
Asagclation during Aeet week, aud I nm giad
to gay thnt volunteer (lema will pp included,
There will Le three eveuts for volrnteers
ouly—light, middle, acd bLeavy welghts—
ang antriea for tkesc may be forwarded to
Captain Koyvett, who 12 an officini nf tho
Assoclatlon. The prizes are good —C10 fizat
and L£3 second in each wateh. ‘The subw”
coyomiltee reprereating the Leception (leme
mlttee I8 composed of . Malar I*.iitzrsen,
Capta. Kayvert, Plugge, Dawson, and (Sar« -
geon) Nell, and Messre. J. F. O'Brien and
Willlng, The-arraugements are for a two "
night%’ tournament, which will bo he!d after
tha N Ciuh's diuner. ‘This latter lasts
from te 8 p.m., and the tournameat
will conclude abcut 9.50.  Supper and &
niwdleal programme wil follow, 'This will
provide {wo full evenlngs of amusement fon
e Acet men,

“Supplemeniary FExpenses.”

Blany storics have been told illustrat.
ing the will and dedermination of “Kitch-
caer of Khartoum.” The-foliowing, how-
ever, may not be generally kunown.
Un ono oc¢easion a difference of opinion
had arisen as to the smouat of money
he might expend on the conveyance of
&toreg Lo the front. He wanted b coupla
of thousand pounds for the purpose, bub
= niggardly pay department at Homa Pros
toested that the estimate was much tog
high. “Can't do it for less,” was the
Inconic response. telegraphed to Pall MaA,
1hig, however, only evoked a reply that
he would not be allowed more than
quarter of the sum asked for. To every-
body’s intense surprige * K.” wirel back
“All right!” and proceeded 1o carry
out tha worl he was eagaged on. When
the expedition was over, tho Trensury
officiala were clectrified fo receive from
ita organiser a kill reading as followss
“{1) To conveyarce of military alores, ng
-per estimate, £35%0. (2) Te supplement-
ary cxpensed, £15300.”

" Elephants Stampeded.

An oxplosion which occurred at one of
tho wloruge tanka of the Standard Oi}
Co., mear Riversdals, California, stams
peded a. hord of elephants sttached to a
fravelling eircus, which was aboui to bes
gin & performance. -

The largest elephant ram & mile, and
then entered the court of Clenwood Ho-
tel, whore it knocked down and trampled
to death Miss Ella Gibbs, a deaconeas
of the Congregational Church engaged
in miseionary work mmong the Chinese
and Japaness ulstion. :

It gorod and toased thres men, all of
whom were sericusly injured before &
was secured.



