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Oreat Anglo-French Exhibition at -Shcphcrd_’s.

What Fortunate Visitors from the Dominion are Seeing in London

' The mim of this article cxplains the
writor hag besn to reflent in soine small
measura the geoeral rituation of which
this joterpational eelebration s w
symbol. Thers will be found, therefore,
in these pagea mo detsiled descrption of
thia building or that, for we hope thal
our beautiful illustrations are suffcient
in themselves. In the foliowing columna
we hope merely to point oub eertain
features which may otherwiae escaps
the general reader.

One fact of this kind which does nof
seem to ba widely known is that the
Exhibition is in ne sense intended to ba
a profit-making concern, Ite organiecra
will be quite content if expenses are paid.
But if their rosicst estimates are rea-
lised, and there remnins a surplus aé ths
end, they are pledged to devote this sum
{0 some permanent public. charity, or in-
stitution, deatined to promots goodwill
or io strengthen coramercial relations be-
tween Englund and Frante.

:  CERTAIN UNIQUE FEATURES.
Bpeaking generally, one may call at-
tention to the fact that m the erection
of over twenty palmces, seven of whick
are 100ft. wide Ly 400it. long, all the
records of such buildings in this country
have been broken, The Machinery Halb
nlone covera eight acres of floor apace.
Thers are great buildings devofed to
education, the fine mria, decoralive arta,
applied arts, music, women'a work, social
economy and hygiene, apart from thoss
containing the manufucturers’ exhibits
of which exhibitiona are usually made.
In this point alse it i3 unique, a8 thera
has nover been such a display of & public
gpirited character from which no possible
Lenefit can necrue to the exhibitors. Awn-
other prominent feature is to be noted in
the Colonial exhibits of theae two greaf-
est of the colonising nationa. It is safe to
eay that no such exhibilion in this
country has cvér bod s0 comprehenmsive
a display of fine arts generally. Nor need
it bo supposed that Iremch artists will
outshine our own, although, as a rule,
we willingly concedc the pulm fo them,
but both bere, and in ihe I'alaca of
Decorativa Arta, we shall hold our own
with picturca by great Eritish masters,
aud in a series of rooma flited with in-
terior deceralions, in vogue in the wari-
ous periods, extending from Queen Anne,
Charles JI, George IIT, tha broilers
‘Adam, Chipprondale, and o on to the pre-
pent day, In the Ialace of Women's
Work thers will be & display particularly
interesling to feminine visitors, but af
this day and dats the woman worker
haa go generally exlended her pphere that
the segregation of her efforta ia almest
impoasible. In the preat Palace of Music
there will be, throughout the duration of
the Exhibition, an unending series of fine
conoceris. Ferhaps ita most aplendid fea-
ture, however, i3 the grent Stadium,.
whers not only an Internationsl Con-
greas of Sporta will be bLeld, extending
over four menths, but where, during two
weeks in July, the quadrennial Olympio
gamea, inatitated in 1896, will attract
the peneral attention of the world of ath.
letics and sport.

THE ARCHITECTURAL DISPLAY,

The publio liza coms to expect that
exhibitions will develop a style of archi-
tocture peculiar to themsolves, will show
buildings quile impossible in any olher
surroundings. This iz true of tue dis
play at Sheplerd's Bush, in fact if pos-
pibla w1l the uniquo efforts of previous
exhibition builders Lave been surpassed
in the way eof originality snd surprising
effecls. 1f one might Lo permitied to
make & slight criticisio of the general
reault, it might be to exproas tho wish
that clnssical design had been followed
In mora instucces, as it is peculiarly
eflcotive in Lho whits composile materinl
of which thess buildings are made. Great
wojumna of the Grecian schools ate neves
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SOME INTERESTING ASPECTS.

80 effective as when seen in white marble
or gomething like it. In most cases in
which recognised mrchitectural featurcs
appear they aro overlaid with exiraneous
oraamentation to such a degree as to be
almost lost.

The one example of pure style is per-
fiapa to be found in The Court of Honour,
if Indian architecture can be called pure.
Here wo have & glimpse of the real Inaia

same time been able to harmonise the
whole. The front represents the facade
oft he Hotel de Ville, and the two sidea
are reproductiona of the famous Hotel
Carnavaiet and of the Arc de Nasarsth,
Another small building of interest is a
complete Tudor - Houss, moved bodily
from Ipawich, and furnished in the style
of ila period. There are many who will
prefer thia beautiful little dwelling ta

There are few of na Iln thls Dominl
affaivd keep them tled to thelr desks
envy thoge mors fortaonate lodividuals,
enabling them to pay periodlical vlaita
we haye never mlghed over our disabl!
the world,” with greater reason than

herd’s Buah, Certaln It ls that no
has mpproached it io impertance,
polnt of real intereat aod value,
@ither at Parla, Chirago, or Bt. Louls,
propartions,
is $0 read & plcturesquo description
“The World's Work" for June derotea
tlon, and from these are extracted
ther with a few of the beantifyl pict
fusely lllostrated. —Editer, “Graphic.”

great Franco-Dritlsh Fole, the result and ontward manlfestation of
cntente cordiale, Is attracting hond:eds of thousands ol vlsitors to Bhep-

1t assuredly rivals moything attempied

And, Blnce we cannot see for ourselves, the best mext thing

lon, one presumes, whose businegs andg
and homes, who do oot perpetaally
endowed with Jelgure aud means,
to the O) World. It is probable that
ity to trivel, and 2ee the "wonders of
Jo this ycar of geace, 1908, wheu tlhe
the

exhiditlon held in England mince 1851
magnltude, or magnificence, and in

though thege may have been of vaster

from the pen of a really able writer,
no less than 112 pages to the Exhibi-
the following deacriptlve atudy, toge-
ures, wilh which the megasioe i3 pro-

in everything cxcept, alas! tha clear blus
pky ne¢essary to bring out its greatest
beauty. Thers is not merely a general
copying of effect, but the smailest detail
has been carried out; not only do we
have the pierced baluatrades, but even
the close lattices, which denote the win-
dows of the Harem in all Muhammedan
counfries, are found here. One might
feel, particularly on a moonlight night
that ons had crept into an inner court of
some Maharajal's palace and found the
jewelled setting provided for the beauties
of his retinue. The effect ia greatly
heightened by the sheet of glinting water
which filla the central lake, and i3 kept
in constant motion by the cascads at one
and. Even the illuminations are not 8o
foreign to the acene Aa one might ima-
gine. For in these Oriental countries
unacquainted with electricity, it ia the
custom on festival occasions thus to out-
line walla and buildings with thousands
of fajry lamps.

As to tha rest of the Exhibition the
result does wear B fantaatis air of fri-
volity quite in keeping perhaps with the
butletfly existence for which it is de-
signed. Thare are, it is trne, some quifs
plain buildings, but these have. very little
offect upon the bright and gay appear-
ancs of the whole. Soma of this charac-
ter, or want of character, is due to the
French element, which has, if ene may
aay me, “leb itself go™ in the buildiags for
which i{ is responeible. Certainly Lom-
don has mnever seen anything like the
variely and profusion of the display.
Mongisur Guirard de Biontarnal is the
architect-in-chief of the French section,
and has among his colleagues Alonsieur
Roger - Bauvard, who has - designed
among other things the Payilion of the
Faris Municipality ; Monsieur Patouillard,
whe is responsible for the main entrance
in the Uxbridge Road; Monsieur Tou-
doire, architect of the Paris-Lyon-Medi-
terranean Railway, who built the great
Garas de Lyon on the Quai DF'Orsai in
Paris; and Monsieur Le Feyrs, who is in
chargs of the French Colonial buildings,
0Of the Eoglish architecis perhaps Mr
I[mre Kiralfy and Lis sons haye been re-
aponsible for mora of the work than any
recognised architect. But Mr. John
Bolcher, AR.A, has rendered valuable
oesistance and advice,

Thers are soveral small buildinm
wlich are perhaps more milractive 40 the
student of architecture than tha larger
paloces, One of these is the Pavilion
of the Paris Municipality, which i» not
largs, but which its architect, Monsieur
Bouvard, has mnnoged to make very dis-
tinclive, ITe haoa utilised thres aides of
it to reproduca. soma famous pieccs of
Parisian architecturs, and has at the

the curious and fantastic buildings aur-
rounding it, some of them indeed more
curicus than beautiful.

MONSTER BUILDINGS.

In any consideration of the sizs of the
structures, the Machinery Hall iy easily
the largeat building of the kind ever
erected in this country. With its an-
nexes it covers un aren of nearly eight
acres.” The main buildings are O81ft.
fong by 131[t. wide, aud the connecting
hall is B302ff. long by 310ft. wide, - The
two main halls have been built in thres
bays, with central spans of G0ft. and side
apans 40{t. The outer columng are 28it.
high, and the nner columns 37ft. high
from floor to eaves, and the columns ara
spaced longitudinnlly ebout 13ft. Gin.
from centre to centre. The. inner columna
aro spaced at & distance of about 26ft.
Bin., the intermmdiate roof trusses being
carried on & longitudinal girder attached
to the inner column, Measrs, Alexander
Findlay and Co. have manufactured the
constructional work io the design of Mr.
John J, Webster, The building containg
s glant travelling crame, working on &
central track, with the aid of which exhi-
bits have been placed in position. Transfer
facilities have been obtained by tracia
and turn-tablea from the West London
Extension Railway, which runs direetly
through the conmecting hali,

The Stadium is perhaps pext in im-
portanco a5 to its size aund constructios.
In geperal cffect it is perhaps lhe great-
est triumph of all the Exhibition build-
ings, It is oval in shape, with atraight
sides, the central arema being torfed,

" with a water-basin down one side for

aquatio sports. Nexi to the turf, all
around, is & broad cinder-track for foot-
races, and outsida that again a bordered
track with banked ends for cycle races.
The weats for spectaiors rise in tiers
around the areme with every part visible
frem cvery seat. On two sides of the
Btadium there are covered sections, open
to the sky at both ends.- The proportions
are taken from ths great Rowman arenas,
tno Circus Maximus. The running-irack
is onsthird of = mile in length, tha
water-basin is over 100 yards long, whila
the arena inside the tracka is 235 yarda
lIong. There are senta for over 70,000
apectators, and there is said to be atand-
ing reom for fully G0,000 more. Tha
tiera of seata and standing - places arae
carried on steel joists 15in. deep, with
20ft. spacing, support being given by
braced columns, built up of twe channel
bars Biin. by 2%in., the columns being
bolted securely to concrete  foundations,
and braced both Jongitudinally and trans.
versely. For the platforms reinforesd
concrete, 2in. in thickness bas been em-
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ployed, the reinfor t being indented
bars a third of an inch squwre, spaced
some 12in, mpart. The roof ia of corru»
gated sheeting, carried by trusses with =
span of 8lit. 8in., with an overhang of
176t 10}in.

BUILDING RECORDS, -

Naturally, in the evection of forty
acres of buildings, more or less
agninst time, it ia ool surprising to
hear that some intereating records have
been achieved. So far as that goes, the
whole of the Exhibition may be regarded
as one great record-building feat. DBut
hers and there mingle edifices were put
up by the various contractora at an aly
most unprecedented pace. The Admin.
istrative building, for instance, which is
entirely & brick structure, waa built in
fiva weeks and thre days, This is an
Achievement of which its builders, Mesgné
Btaines and Sons, may well be proud, If
is no mean structure, having a length of
126it. and a width of 111ft. Its walls
are ldin. thick, and 270,000 bricks wers
used in its consiruction. It was late on
& Saturday afternoon when the builders
approached the site, They hed flrsb
some 18in. of mud fo clear awny, wwmie
some difficulty was experienced in gef-
ting the foundsiion on account of thé
enormous amount of ballaat which had
veen thrown upon the site. One side of
the edifice goes down to a depth of over
6ft. For a whole day operations had to
be suspended through the incessant raim.
As soon as the walls rose to a sufficienk
height the concrete floors were put im
and an army of carpenters erected the
800 yards of friezs partitions. Then
camp the plastering, this ilem alone run~
ning to £400. It is also interzsting to
nots that po overtime for work on thia
edifice was paid with the exception of
that entailed in arecting the scaffolding,

Another interesting building feat waa
the erection of the Indian edifice in the
Colonial Avenue by Messrs, Humphreys.
In this instance, however, it ia n 8steel
ptructure, filled in with' concreta and
then covered with plaster. It is 1408t
Iong 2nd 99ft. wide. It has fourteem
graceful domes acd is of Indian architegs
ture. From the moment work was com.-
menced on the foundations until the last
ladder was taken away only six weeks
elapsed. Mention should also be made of
the pretty French African bungalow
built by M. Gillet. If stands behind the
Tunis building, and is nothing lasa tham
a comfortabla five-roemed, onse-storey
house, with a broad verandah rmnnin
round ik, built entirely of wood in jua
under threa days, The floor of the
dwelling stands on wooden trestles some
4ft. above the ground. It bas mo foun-
dations, and has been erected by M.
Gillet to show bow & traveller in Africs
may crect a ¢oay dwelling on any piece
of waste land in quick time, and ozne
which would be undisturbed by a flood,
and i3 also dust and mosquito proot.

WHAT THE EXHIBITION HAS COST,

Various estimates have bren put fon
ward a8 to what the Exhibition las coaf,
Go far ms the Exhibition authorities are
concerned, thoy have spent just over
£1,000,000 on the main buildings, in lay
ing out the grounds, erccting the lighting
installation, in building roads, making
paths, lawns, and flower-beda. This fig-
ure does not include the cost of the grea
Btadivm, which was originally mark
down ot £50,000. As & matter of fact, it
eoat £85,000. To this £1,085,000 we havs
to add the amount apent on the Colonial
buildings, which are given by the authos
rities wa followa:—

Now Zealand ., 14 we £20,000
Crown Coloniss.. .4 e 20,000
Indis .. .. s 4= au 25,000
I'ranch Coloniss <. ey 50,000
. Canada s - ww  pw ow. 100,000
Australihn .2 oo ue .. 110,000
—_—

Tolal s e e e £325000



