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made in its brief carcor. The Dominiom
in far ahead of other parts of the world,
in his opinion, and so afords many use-
ful object lcssons. Om the question of the
relative cost of living in England and
New Zezland, Mr, Ledger believes that if
o mian in of @ really thrifty disposition, he
couli save more in New Zealand than in
Enygland, but must cxercise hin self-ron-
irol to do sa. Htill, he returned from the
Dinminion feeling that the artisan in goad
employmient in Eagiund could get more
fur hiy meoney hiere than he couid get for
hiy larger wages in New Zealand., Mr
Ledger found very little alecoholic intem-
perapre in New Zealand, The people
siruck him a8 being preat water and tea
drivkera. The Htate gehools seemed
to be very goed. The Bunday schools
were {aiily vigorous in the towns, but pot
more thun & per cent of the childeen in
the country districta krow the lord's
Pruyer, necorling to Mr. Ledger. It also
etruck Nim Lliat children in New Zealand
have no uursery lile, They live with
adults and are talked to as il they were
udults, with the result that they are
neilher shy nor impudent, but * talk like
little men and womcn upon every subject
fn life.”"  Their imaginations and acnse of
fun are cultivated, Mr, Fadzer thought
ike climate of New Zealand wes very
fine, but just as wncertain as the English
elimate.

Resignation of the High Com-
missioner,

The Tremier anncunced on July 24
that Mr. W. P, Reeves had resigned the
ligh Commissionership as from October
next, and had aceepted the position of
Director of Ieowsomies and Tolitical
#xience in Lhe London University.

Rir Juseph Ward added thet rgthing
had berw decided ag to the suceesty; T of
Mr Reevea, The nppointment wae g very
important one, amnd would require very
careful eomsideration,  Ie propesed to
make a sintement to Lhe Jiouse bofore
the end of the session, and would then
put on record what e believed to be the
geueral opinian of monbers regarding the
very aatisfaclory way In whieh Mr,
Breves bad =0 long and henaurably dis-
charged Lis dutles in London. )

Rumour e nzrue af the
ithe High Com-
v “probables” man-
Hoa, 4 KW, Macdonald, Mr
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wer of thie Faur-

i-t Dejsirtment. 1t j= not expocted that
the appointment will be made for nt least
three won from mnow.

The Indaxiriul Arbifvation Act.

A comhined mes

ww of lalionr vating
e follewing resola-
vabiy

Anends

A eonnmittee af the Ifawke’s Nay Em-
ployers’ Arroriation has considered the
Industrizl Coucilistion and Arbitration
Bill and the amendments snggested by
the Lmployers' Fedemtion, The commit-
{ee in generally faveurable to the pro-
poscid amrrdments made by the federn-
tion, bul does not approve of the Canter-
bury propu=al to leave dizputes in the
hunds of a putlic eoncilinter oaly. In
conclurion, the lawke's Blay Association
Comnuttiee says, “"I'he proposed Act ap-
peels to wa ns a bona fide endeavour
te put industrisl conditions on a better
fuotling for ull cuncerued, and some puch
Act i3 the only hope of preventing com-
pulsory vonciliation and arbitration from
belr ) ewept nway altogether.”

Muaorl Traditions.

" Pome time ago, a conference was held
In the Wairnrugs of Maons whoae ancea.
tora are suppowca to have come to New
Zenlund in the canoe Tukitumu. The ob-
jeet of the patliering was to compile and
put in writing old truditions, handed
tlown Ly yhe tvhungus, whiclhh were other-
wise in danger of heing lost. A Waira-
rapn Nalive, Whntohora, informed the
Muori Congresa taat lie has two volumes
of thene traditions in hia peracasion. .t
is probable that some of them may prove
of considerable interest, Whatahora
atated that hr hud bren collacting ximilor
lore since 1864, It is understrod that
Mr. Elsdon Best, an Indefatigable collee-
tor of Mauaori folk-lore and student of
the Maori race and customs, has & large
quantily of loformation o these sub-
jocts seady for publication.

Trades and Labour Conferemon.

The annual gession of the Trades and
Labour C ils of the Domini has
been aitting at Wellington during the
past weck. A long series of resolutions
was adopted dealing with the proposed
nmendment of the Industrial Coneiliation
and Arbitrution Act, sud suggesied new
provisions in the intercsts of labour. It
was aleo resclved thut the workera be
urged to vote No-Licernse, with & view {o
the Btate mssuming vontrol of the liguor
truflic.

The Conference  decided to  re-
commend  thut  old .pensions be in-
creased Lo 12/0 per weck,and that

ali perons rendercd incapable of earn-
ing theie living cither from accident,
sickneas, or naturrzl infirmitiea should be
entitled to a pension regardlera of age
limit.

The Conference coneidered the follow-
ing remits:— .

From Bouthland: “That the Govern.
ment be utged to nationmalise the follow-
ing industrics of the Dominion, viz., by
starting State Nepartmenis, (a) sawmills
iog, (D) ironworks, (¢) bowi factorles,
{d) bukerics, (e} cloiiing factories, (f)
banking facilities.”

From Otage: “Timt the Government
be urged to establish clothing and boot
factories, flour oand woeilen  miils,
bakeries ironwerka, and iron shipbuilding
yards, and to nzticnalise the marine
coasial and intercolonial! sevvige, An
ameadment was moved that the Govern-
ment nationalise all industiries when op-
portunity offered, The amendment was
carried and war subsequently amedded
by the additinn of the words "esp=cially
those industrics conaceted with tha
necesearies of life.”

Threatencd Coal Strike,

A strike of eome dimensions, it js
elated, is threatened in conncction with
the epal mining industry. The Minister
for Lalbour {the Hon. J. A. Millar) has
been informed by telegram from the
niticers of the Miners' Tnion, Gtago,
that unless a settiement of the exisling
dispute beiwreen tiee miners and the coal
minsownera is arrived ot by Monday
peal BN men will mut en sirike.

T drrision is outeom? of nego-

tiat that lave been in progress for
some time pzst. ‘The miners went before
the Arbitration Coust {a Dunedia, and .

the’ Court in~trieted them to go back
era und try to nrrange

cace wilh a view to settlement.
hey elete that they had previously en-
deavoured te setile their Jifferences by
thiz means witho.u 5uccess,

Regarding  the  ihrealened  roiners’
strike. the ITon. J. A, Mi'ler, Minister
far Labour, afates that lie bows recsived
informstion from the West Consi that

v have no knowledire of the praposed
strike “] am aleo informed,” he adda,
“that if a strike cdoer occur it enn,

wnder the worst circwinstances, only af-
fert Creen Island mioers, who numnber
sixty or scvenly. At latest advices,
there was every prospect of acttling the
difficully. 1 am pleased to hear that
ihe matter is not likely to be so scrious
as was Tepresented by alarmist reports”

Accidents, Suicides, ete.

A young jockey named George Web-
ster was killed as thg resuit of = tram
sceident ia Karangahape-road, Auckl-nd,
on Aprit 22.

A littls oy was leading a horse ab
Metlven on ‘Tucsday, when the animal
Lolted, dashing him against & post, with
iatal resulfs,

A fatal aecident wos coused at Bartho-

lomew’s mill, Terin, hy a knife, which
flew out of a planing machine, eiriking =
miil hand named Jehn Stanley Widdowa
on the side of the head, breaking his
juw mnd neck, DPeath was instantaneows.

Amn inquest was held on July 23 con-
cerning death of 8 young woman naned
Laura Goodwin, who was killed by the
sxpresa train from Chriatehurch on Tues-
day Inst. Fvidence showed that deeeased
hnd heen unwell, and that when she went
upen the carrisge platform, she fainted
anl fcll Letweep Lhe eatriages. A ver-
diet of decidental death was returned.

A labouring man named John Willinm
Walsh, aged about 38, committnd suicide
in Wellington harbour }\;g jumping
off the outer tee of Quecn's Whart. . 'The
net wen delibernte, the men stripping oIl
all his clothes and leaving them on the
whart under gomec bricks, He was Been
to jump in by a stevedore working on the
forehatch of the steamer Vietoria,
The budy was soon recovered, but life
was ¢xtinch, While the police wers ap-
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Plying artificial respiration the man's wife
arrived, Laving discovered & nots in his
bedroom saying that his clothes would
be found on the wharf,

A youug men pamed B, Davly foll
from Roman rings in 8t. Peter's gymaas-
ium, Hamilien, and was taken to the
hospital, where it was found that his
upper and jower jaw and mnosc wera
frectured. It is also feared his akuil
ig fractured. . .

Frianuel Ednnnd Deer, an aged real-
dent of the Bluff, was burnt io death
m July ?6th gnder peculia® ecircum-
stances. Deer lived by himself in a four-
roomed house, and at about 1130 pm.
a passcr-by- moticed the flamea through
the window, and on knacking at the door
Deer replied that he would be out im &
minute. The passer-by then weat to
give the alarm, but Deer. it is presumed,
had wxiled too long, and hzd been over-
come by smoke. Close Ly the body,
when found, was a purse contmining a
numher of charred notes. and several
pirves of gold, which, ne doubt, he tried
to save.

Alcxonder Wehster, believed tr have
been e shearer, was run over in Welling-
ten on July 24 by the 8.30 train from
Wellingtan to Tc Aro, Both legs were
taken off, and his right arm waa badly
crushed, Webster was removed to the
hospital, where he died at 11 o'clock.
The deceared was & married mar, ebout
a0 years of age, and was & resident of
Petone.

An clderly widow named Mary Hob-
bins, was killed en July 22 by falling
from Parnell railwny bridge, Auekland,
on to the roadway, nearly 30 feet below.

A man named Jas. Craw, while duck-
slooting on the Kaituna river, near
Christeliarch, on July 24, was sccident-
ally drowned. b ’

At the Auckland Working Men’s Club
on July 26, u labourer nomed Wm. Jack-
son, died suddenly after having a bath.
The door of the bathroom had to be
burst opzn. :

THE AMERICAN FLEET

Funds for the entertainment of the
American fleel are now coming in more
freely in Sydney.

The American batlleship fieet, of Bix-
tecn vessels, under thg command of Ad-
miral Sperry, has sailed from Honolulu
for Aucklend, where the warshipe are
due on August 9. L.

The Rovernment Commissioners
{Measra. T. E. Donne and T. H. Hamer}
have taken over their new offices in tha
City Chambers, where more commodious
spartments hove been furiished for ther
u=e.

The room for the viaiting Press re-
presentatives 1a situated close to the
Commissioners’ offices, and is now beinyg
comfortably furnished for use. It will
accommodate aboui 20 journalists,

The Governor leaves Napler for Auck-
lund om Wedneaday for the fleet festi-
vitied.

The Apxtralasian SQn_adxun.

His Worslip the Mayor has received
the following memo. from the Prime Mia-
ster:— o

After piving full consideration to” the
requesi of the New Zealnnd (Government,
his Excellency the Governor advises me
that the Jords Commisainners of the Ad-
decided that it would be
for the Apsirzlian squad-
nt at Auckland during the
el Stateq fleet, Lut s:dds
that the Commander-in Chiel will, if pos-
gibic, be at Auckland on the arrival of
the United States ficot, and in the event
of his unavoidalle shzence, the penior
officer in New Zealand will be present.

Aqoldent on the Ecarsage.

The~ Lursting of o steam pipe badly in-
jurcd five sailars on the hattleship Kear-
sarme, 11.520 tons (onp of the vesscla that
i to visit Auckland), while she wans ly-
irg in Honnlulu :{arbonr.

Farllamentary Vieit.

Tha following ave the mewmbers of Par-
liament who will make the visit to Auck-
land for fleet week:— .

Huuas of Reprezentativea: Alessra. Ali-
pon. Allen, Arnold, Barber, Baume, Eol-
Intd, ('arroll, Chapple, Colvin, Tllon, Dua-
can, Field, Flatowan, Fowlds, Framer, Ilall,
Graham, Greenslade, Guinaras, Hanan,
Hardy, Heke, Ilogan, Hoggz, Houaten,
Izard, Jenniogs, Kaibao, Kidd, Lang,
Laurensun, Lawry, Lethhridge, McGowar,
McLachisn, Major, Mulcolm, Mander,
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Mussoy, Millar, Mills, Ngaia, Okay, Poole,
Toland, i , Rhodes, Beddon, 8in
'W. J. Hteward, Sir Joseph Ward, Mesars,
Btallwarthy, Thompeon, Wood.
Legislative Council: Measrs. Apstey,
Bochan, Calian, Caracroas, Findlay, Gile
mer, (Jeorge, Holmes, Jenkinson, Jobn«
ston, Jones, Lonisson, Luke, Macdonald,
MeCardle, Marshall, Bir G. M. O'Rorkey
Messrs, Pers, RBamoa¢l, Bcotland, Sinelair,
Bmith, Thompson, Trask, Mahuts,
‘Wherowhero. )

. 'The Presidemt ou the Cruise.

President Rocsevelt, addrening o gaths
ering of naval men at Newport, said thal
the American battlechip feet’s cruise
round South America showed the reality
of the Monroe doetrine.

He wanted o first-rlugs Aghting navy,
or none at all. A purely defensive navy,
wna almost worthleas.

The coasta must ba protected by forti-
ficatiom, enabling the navy to seek out
and destroy the enemy. ”

COMMONWEALTH.

A Tasmenian loan of £200,000 has heely
imsued at 3 per cent with a minimum of

S8ir T. Gibson-Carmichael, the pew
Governor of Vicioria, bas arrived by the
R.M.3. Macedonia fram London.

After a long-drawn betile, Bydney City
Counci] has decided to allow the ume of
the Towp Hall for Sunday concerts. .. .

Owing te shortoess of fat stock in Vie-
toris, Southern buyers are operating om
& Jarge scile in the Sydncy market, whers
high priees are now ruling. .

+A Japanese covk in an hotel at Towns-
ville rhot & young girl named Guliagher,
employed in the holel, and then ahet hime
eelf dead: He had a quarrel with the
girl a few daya ago. - .

In connection with g Chirese gambling
ense, 8 (detective stated that the Govern-
ment  Actuary hod worked ont  the
chances of drawing a prize in a pak-a-poo
bank, and they were eleven million to
one.

Tnder tle enlarged powera of the
suterded AntiFrust Act the Vietorian
Customs authorities are inquiring into
alleged coal and confectionery combines
with a view to possible action,

In the Tasmanian Assembly, a want of
confidence motion, tabled on ibe ground
that ithe Governwent was nei sincere in
pisling mattera threugh the Conngl,
wek negatived hy I8 votes to 11, .

The tasmanian Assembly read the Lo.
cal Option Bill a second time on the
veices. It provides for time and ecompen-
eation for tle closing of hotels and plecea
clubs on {hie sgame footing as hotela.

Ofticial returns show that 42,000 Is-
land labouTers have Teturned to their
homes angd about 1009 have heen granted
certificabes eonbling thom to remsin in
the Commonwealth.

-Provision is made in the Tasmanian

Local Option Bill that after Beptember
only those lLarmaids employed willi bae
ullowed to remain and no inereass will
be permitted.
. A Sydney suburban councillor stated
that rabbits suffering trom kydotide wers
Leing sent to Sydney for consumption,
and that he would sconer take a botile
of atryehnine thap eat a rabbit at the
prezent time.

Giving evidence before the Postal
Commiagion Mr. Young, deputy-postmas-
ter, suid that the alleged pweating was
cxaggerated. e admitted that payment
for 32,000 hours’ overtime was due to the
stzff. 1le had been compelled to da
clerical work awing to shortness of the
staff and the Department thua lost hig
servicea fis Controller.

The West Australian Parliament was
mpened on  the 23rd July. The
Governor's Speech, which was brief,
ytated that as the session would be
short one only formal bills would be suhb-
mitted. The general election had been
arranged for A early as poasible, and a
new IMirliament wouid be summaoncd tq
get throuzh work this rear,

The HKouth Avstralinn  Parlisment
wah  oprhed  onm the 23rd July. The
Governor's  Hpeerh  enngretulated  tha
country on ita unexampled prosperity.
There was & surplus of £450,060, which
would be devoted Lo the reduction of the
publie debt.  Adtention wonld ba given tg
further closer settiement, progressiva
land taxnation, early closing, and reveral
other sncinl memaures.

New South Walen Polill 1

The Clovernor, Sir Harry Rawson, open-
ed Parliament on July 22, The Bpeedl



