150

The Weekly "Graphic” dnd. New Zealand Mail for “July 29,7

FREEMASONRY

THE ORIGIN OF MASONRY:

THE WORLD:

HE pnme of no fraternity or soci-
ety of any kind is 80 universully
known as thut of the Free and

At Utie same

tizue, there is probubly no other
great organization of which the outside
world has so little real knowle 1t is
remarkahle, too, that a Lody whose mem-
bership mounty into the millions ahoad
have se short and seanty a recorded hise
tory, and that ity origin shonld b a mat-
ter of controversy and uncertainty,

Aceepted Masons.

T NDUKE
Who

holds the ligheat

By EDWIN A. QUICK.

OF
rank in Freemsonry in England —CGrand Master of the

ITS SPREAD THROUGHOUT

IT8 PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES.

Farly Masonry s  distinguished as
cither operative or speculative. To the
former category belong the “travelling
Freemasons,” who went about Europe
from counairy te r,du‘ht-ry and from city
to ciiy‘ for the purpose of erecting re-
ligious edifices. Some of the finest of
the buildinga that stand to-day as mon-
uments of the middic ages are evidences
of the skill of these journeymen masona.
1t is not-impossible that the medieval
bodies lad their origin und owed their

CONNAUGHT,

United €Grand  Lodge.

Trecmazunry iz founded npen principles
hat are elementavy and etersal. 1L may
Le set down as vvidenl proposition
that a mom is a dualicy mupomnd of
lie sceks
il assistuinee in

1 Lhe physieal =uie

D Tetlows
pretecting

e tind
vl asserti

af his lweing. 1 the mmbmtive beliel that
there is sommething above Riw, sminething
stronger  atl etier U hisesl, he

unites with other en Uhe hetter G snt-
isfy Bis ospivitual mulires As tive ™ M-
punie Moniter 7 puls L, T a swvey ot
Nature anl e observanes of hor heawti-
ful proportions lirst deter 4 man to
imitate the divine plan and twly <ymme-
try and wrder, F pave rise Ly osogic-
Bies amd Lt to every nsefnl aet™
lie Fatherbool of  God aud  the
therbuotl of Man™ - the motio which
CAEsomic onler Las emblazoned wpon
its lunners,

THE
M

BscTiled
EyAlein

ANCIENT ORIEIN OF MASONKY,

authoritics o Freemasonrsy have

the fonnmdation of the
Lo the master bailders and wrt-
ists emmrell in the eonstruction of the
first Jewi-li bemple, dbaring the veign of
Solamon, (thers Jave attenpted to trace
it to the Elgsininn mysteries of climie
Grevee, which ure ssid to have Luugnt
e dmmoriality  of  the  sowl  and
clher sublime trutha of natural reli-
jon. Some, again, Lave attributed ils
entaldishment to the sninted heroes of
the Crusades:  while others hove en-

deavoured "to penetrale the, nlmonl for-

priten myysateries of the Diruide, and to
discover its oripin  mmongst the wise
nen of anvient Dritain

existence 1o the Toeman  colleges  of
artificers founded by Nuwme some seven
Tudred  years  before  Christ. Free.
masonry of {oday i3 purely speculative
—thnut is, it has no conneetion with the
avtual work of builiding.

TIHE MOTHELR LODGE
. WINNING,

Or KIL-

Existing
dile

revards, as has been said,
Lack 1o 1717, in wlich year, on
the 241h of June, four ledges in Lon-
don erected thewmselves into a grand
lodpe and selected o grand master. A
Seoltish Todge, known the Mather
lodge of Khilwinning, .claims to lLave
been estublished long before that date,
“The early récords of this hody are lost,

s

Lut its own bistorian asserts that it
owes ity hirtlh 1o tne founding of Kil-
winning  Abbey, near Irwine, in Ayr-
“shire, by oue Hngl Morville in the year
1140, .

Net all Masonic writers « mngree  con-
ceroing the dute of the Hilwinning
Ladge.  Dv, Mackey, who made careful

wearches for evidense the

sulject mays:-—-

hearing ~on

“1 Tenk npon the legend, and the doe-
uments Lhal cenlain it, with some favour
aa ab least furalsling tlw evidence that
there hud been among the fraternity a
wenerad  belied in the antiquity of the
Kilwinning Ladge.”

Otlier | anthoritiea  positively  assert

that this and several oher lodges ex.

inted in Scetland as L-arly ns lha t.welfth
century,

an

s’ Frrema,unry has

" atR assailants;

THE ATHELSTAN LEGEND.

Another of the ancient traditions of
Freemssonry s ane that gives to the
ancient city of York the honor of ranmk-
ing as the birthplace of the craft in
England. The York Legend, or, a3 it is
sometimes called, the Athelstun Leg-
end, places the date of the first assem-
bly in the year 926. Tt tan thua:

- “This ecraft came into England, as T

- tell you, in the time of good King Athel.

stan's reign; he mader them both hall
and ‘alio bowet” and lofty temples of
great honor to take his recreation in

. hoth dzy and night, = d to worship his

God with all his might.™”

“This good lord loved his ecraft fuil
wall, and purposed to strengthen it in
®very part on account of varicus defects
that ha xlmcnven.d in the craft.

“He sent about'into all thé land after
all the massns of the craft ta come
strayght to hirh, to amend all these de-
fects by pgood ‘counsel i it might so
happen. He then permltted an assembly
to be made of divers lords in their rank,
dukes, earls, and Dbarona, also Lmnhts,
fguires, and .many mote, and the bur-
gesses of that city. they were all there
in their deguea, these were there each
one in nvery way to make Jaws for the
eatate of these masans. There
gought by their wicdom how they might
govern it; thers they Tound out fifteen
a.rtieles and there ihey made fifteen
points.”

The Athelstan Legend has hce*l gen-
erally accepted by Masonic writers, and
for nearly a century after the formation
of a grand lodge in London, in 1717,
the York Todae disputed the autherity
of the metropotitun bady. I[n 1813 ihe
Drukes of Keat, ®ussex and Atholl
broaught abont an agroement, the  su-
preme council being “known thercafter
ag the United Grand Todge of KEngland.

Puring the last two humlrml yeara
thriven .and grown

HIR EXCELLEXCY THE

ey’

1908

GOVERNOR,

tte doors & worthy applicant for aanlse
tance. Its homes and places of refuge
for the orphan, the widowed, mnd the
aged are.found in many iands, wod they
are amply supported -by. nﬂrly every
grand lodge.in the world.- o

An objection often made to the order_
is ita secrecy. It may be asid in reply
that there is noe point in human life
whose edgea do not border on the
realm of light and .-darkness. -~ The
ceremonies  nttending . the - conferring
of degrees and the methods of recogni-

- tion among Masors are of & secret cha-

racter; but all other matiers connected
with the aima and purposes of the order
are a4 an open book, to be seen and read
by all men, -

. The religious a'ipm't om the order is
frequentty  commernted wpon, and tha
statenzent is made that -Masonry aseeka
to formulate & religion of its own. This
is a misrepresentotion, The fraternity
has no law or regulation, written or -
written, which in any way or manner is
intended to exert an irfluence for or
against any ghureh, creed, or seei.
The ancient constituliens  dontein the
following concerning this :subjeet:—

“A mason is obliged By his tenure lo

" obey the moral law; 'and if he rightly
¥

understands the art he will hever be a
stupid athelst nor an irveligious liber-
tine”

Tn ancient times, Freemasons were
charged to adhers to the religion of the
country in which they lived. To-day,
the case is different. Every member of
the order is free to follow tha dictates
of hia individual  coascience, provided
only that he must testify to his belief
in two grand principles—the existence of
God and the lnmortality of the human
soul.

‘There are certain requmtea for mem-
bership in the order, The candidate
sceking admission must be a man, frea
horn and well recommended, in full poes-
session of his mental and physical facul-

" LORD PLUNKET.

Grand Master of the Grand lodge of New Zealand.

until to-day its ldges are to he found
throughout the hahitable globe. In
many eountries it has encountered un-
just  opposition, and even
but its wdvance has pot Lieen lalted.
It has never attemipted to retaliate upon
on ihe contrary, its con.
sintent adhesion to the Golden Jlule hiag
aometimes turned its oppencnls into sup-
porte“

{nl:lp

a¢ ia !.hr' fraternity o elari-
lnntltullun “disprnsing guaranteed

persacution,

'hpm-ﬁi.n in return for fixed diues ar feea; -

put it mever” turti’ cmpty handed from

tira.

The bondman, the man of un-
suund mind, or physically deformed, and
the stheist; are disqualified. Nor eam
a woman gain admlksion, though there
have been three authentic cases .where
this last regulation jas been ignored.

' WOMEN AN FREEMASONS.

An Trish lndy, the Hon. M Aldworth,

- daughtor of Visrount Doneraile, wan fam.
-ous in the Jatter-part of the eighieenth

century as ‘‘the female Maaon.” ‘1t seema
that at a meeling.of Loidge Ne, 44, ah



